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THE 


PREFACE. 


TH  E  deferved  Eulogies  that  have  fo  often  appeared  in  Praife 
of  the  Science  of  Hijlory  in  general ,  and  of  that  Branch  of  it  in 
particular ,  which  relates  to  our  native  Country ,  as  they  need, 
no  Addition ,  are  too  well  known  to  be  repeated.  But  it  feems 
necejjary  that  I Jhould  fay  fomething ,  by  Way  of  Preface ,  to  apologise  for 
the  prefent  Undertaking ,  as  the  World  has  been  thronged  with  Books  of  ' 
the  fame  Deftgn ,  both  voluminous  and  abbreviated.  As  to  the  former 
Sort ,  many  of  them i  fetting  afide  fame  little  Attachment  to  Party ,  ( an 
Error ,  which  an  Hijlorian  fltouid  by  all  Means  avoid ,  but ,  certain 

Circumflances,  fomewhat  excujable )  may  really  be  faid  to  be  excellent  * 
But  then  they  are  either  too  prolix  for  the  Perufal,  or  too  chargeable 
for  the  Purchafe  of  the  Bulk  of  the  People  of  England.  And  were 
not  this  a  fufficient  Objection,  I  imagine ,  a  more  concife  and  plain  Nar¬ 
ration  of  Facts,  properly  connected,  to  be  more  generally  ufefid ,  in  fome 
Meafure  to  all ,  but  more  efpecially  to  thofe ,  whofe  Sphere  in  Life  renders 
a  critical  Knowledge  of  the  mojl  minute  Circumjlances  that  have  occurred 
not  very  neceffary ,  nor  indeed pojfihle  ■,  whilft  the  Method  obferved  in 
A  rads  of  this  Size  is  more  fuited  both  to  their  Station  and  Capacity  :  And 
even  to  the  more  learned  and  better  fudge ,  a  Work  of  this  Nature ,  if 
well  executed ,  snujlbe  very  pleaftng  $  as  the  Perufal  will  revive  his  Read¬ 
ing ,  and  make  thofe  Things ,  he  has  fought  with  great  Labour  and  Expence, 
fill  more frejh  to  his  Mind ;  whiljl  the  clofe  Order  of  the  whole  is  an 
immediate  Help  to  his  Chronology.  Of  the  foorter  Hi/lories ,  1  have 
obferved ,  that  too  many  are  calculated  to  ftp  port  feme  favourite  Syfem  of 

Politicks ; 
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Politicks  ;  whereas ,  if  Partiality ,  in  fome  Things ,  is  drowned  in  the 
Compafs  of  a  large  Volume ,  in  a  frnall  Piece  it  is  much  too  confpicuous  to 
be  agreeable.  Others ,  with  fome  few  Exceptions ,  are  too  tedious  or  too 
brief,  have  injudicioufy  dwelt  long  on  what  fhould  feem  trifling ,  and  too 
fligbtly  pajfed  over  Matters  of  more  general  Concern ,  or  greater  Moment , 
have  loaded  the  infant  Piece  with  gigantick  Declarations ,  Treaties , 
Speeches ,  &c.  whilfl  they  have  droned  through  their  Work,  without  any 
ufeful  or  inflruClive  Sentiment  or  Reflection,  and  with  a  Poverty  of  Stile 
and  Diction  that  would  fcarce  become  a  School-Boy  :  So  that  they  are 
neither  calculated  for  the  Meridian  of  Youth ,  who  Jhould  never  be  enter¬ 
tained  without  being  improved ,  nor  for  the  Cognizance  of  abler  Heads * 
In  the  Piece  I  here  prefent  the  World  with,  I  have  made  it  my  principal 
Endeavour  to  avoid,  all  Partiality,  and  juflly  to  reprefent  both  the  dark 
and  light  Side  of  Ajfairs,  and  have  ventured  to  intrude  my  own  Senti¬ 
ments  of  Things  only  in  the  Reflections  which  run  through  the  Whole ; 
and  this  with  no  Intent  to  biafs  any  unexperienced  Reader,  but  only  to 
alleviate  my  Subject ,  as  nothing  is  lefs  pleafing  than  bare  and  dry  Narra¬ 
tion.  The  Order  and  Diviflon  of  the  Work,  I  believe,  will  pleafe,  and 
I  have  endeavoured  to  fet  the  ohfcure  Monkijh  Period  in  as  clear  a  Light 
as  pojflble.  I  have  brought  it  down  to  the  Death  of  the  late  King 
George  I.*  To  conclude,  I  believe  it  will  be  deemed  a  proper  Book  for 
the  Perufal  of  the  Britifh  Youth ,  who  will  thereby  difcover  the  true 
State  and  Inter efl  of  their  Country,  and  imbibe  a  thorough  Veneration  for 
its  excellent  Conjlitution  ;  and,  as  I  faid  before ,  it  may  not  be  thought 
unworthy  the  Eyes  of  the  Judicious,  ■  and  a  Place  in  their  Collections,  as 
01  ufeful,  if  not  neceffary.  Attendant  of  their  more  critical  and  extenflve 
Volumes. 


*  The  Reign  of  the  late  King  George  II.  is  added  to  this  Edition,  by 
another  Hand. 
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The  INTRO 


F%:%y< H  E  Hand  of  Great- Bri- 
rp  ^  ta‘n  COiDprehends  Tng- 
‘  land  on  the  South  and 

L,  yZ2f  ^J  Scotland  on  the  North, 
wi.  J*  vv^llc]1  are  pa,-tej  from 

each  other  by  the  River  T weed,  Sol¬ 
way- F  nth,  and  the  Cheviot  Hills  ; 
or  rather  by  the  Tweed,  and  a  Line 
drawn  from  it  to  the  Solway.  The 
South  Part  began  to  bear  die  Name 
of  England  in  the  T ime  of  the  Saxon 
Heptarchy,  from  the  /ingles,  who 
came  over  with  the  Saxons ;  and  as 
my  Delign  in  the  following  Sheets  is 
to  give  a  fummary  Account  of  the 
moil  remarkable  Tran  factions  in  this 
Part  of  the  Ifland,  I  fliali  meddle  no 
farther  with  the  Affairs  of  Scotland, 
than  as  they  have  a  neceffary  Con¬ 
nexion  with  thofe  of  England. 

But  fird  it  is  proper  to  fay  fome- 
thing  of  the  Ifland  in  general,  as  to 
its  Situation,  Extent,  antient  Names, 


DUCTION. 


and  Inhabitants,  with  their  Manner^ 
and  Cultoms,  as  the  Ramans  found 
them  ;  before  whofe  Invafion  we  have 
little  or  nothing  certain  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Affairs,  though  a  great  many 
ffrange  Things  are  related  by  Monk- 
i(h  Authors,  which  have  been  gene¬ 
rally  rejected  as  Fables  by  the  belt 
Writers. 

This  Ifland,  undoubtedly  the  moll 
conuderable  in  the  World,  accounted 
by  the  Antient.-;  the  largeft,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  thought  fo  ftill,  notvvith- 
ftanding  what  has  been  laid  of  Ma- 
dagafear  and  Japan,  is  fituate  be¬ 
tween  490  55'  and  58°  35'  of  North 
Latitude,  enjoying  a  healthful  Air, 
and  fruitful  Soil,  abounding  with  all 
the  Neceffaries  and  moll  cf  the  Con- 
veniencies  of  Life.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  South  by  the  Englijh  Chan¬ 
nel,  which  divides  it  from  France ; 
on  the  Eail  by  the  German  Sea,  ly- 
S  ing 
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ing  between  it  and  Flanders,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  Denmark  ;  by  the  Forth 
or  Frozen  Sea,  on  the  North ;  and 
by  St.  George’s  Channel,  the  Irijh 
Sea,  and  Wejlern  Ocean,  on  the 
Wed.  Its  greateft  Length  from  North 
to  South  is  about  550  Miles  (of 
which  England  contains  above  300) 
and  its  greateft  Breadth  from  Eaft  to 
Weft  about  300  Miles. 

The  two  moft  antient  Names  of 
this  famous  Ifland,  that  we  know  of, 
are  Albion  and  Britain,  concerning 
the  Origin  of  which  there  are  a 
great  Variety  of  Opinions,  and  even 
the  beft  of  them  no  mere  than  un¬ 
certain  Conjectures.  Some  fay  it  was 
called  Albion  from  a  certain  Giant, 
Son  of  Neptune-,  but  this  is  a  mere 
fable.  Others, derive  the  Name  from 
the  Greek  Word  Alphon ,  which  flg- 
nifies  White,  becaufe  the  Coafts  ap¬ 
pear  of  that  Colour,  when  feen  at  a 
Diftance.  But  the  moft  probable 
Opinion  is,  that  it  came  from  the 
Phoenician  W ord  Alpin,  a  high  Moun¬ 
tain ,  or  Alben,  which  in  the  fame 
Language  fignifies  White.  There  is 
yet  a  greater  Variety  of  Conjectures 
concerning  the  Name  of  Britain ,  the 
chief  of  which  are  thefe.  Some 
have  thought  it  was  fo  called  from 
Brutus,  a  Trojan  Prince  ;  but  as  the 
whole  Story  of  his  lauding  here, 
and  of  his  Succeffors,  is  by  the  moft 
judicious  Writers  accounted  a  grofs 
Fable,  this  Opinion  is  defervedly  re¬ 
jected.  Somner  derives  it  from  the 
Britijb  Word  Brydio  or  Rage,  be¬ 
caufe  of  the  violent  Motion  of  the 
Sea  on  the  Coafts.  Camden  and 
fome  others,  from  Britb,  fignifying, 
in  the  Britijb  Tongue,  Woad,  be¬ 
caufe  the  Britons  ufed  to  ftain  their 
Bodies  with  that  Plant.  But  againft 
thefe  it  is  objected,  that  this  Ifland 
receiving  the  Name  Britain  from 
Foreigners,  the  Natives  calling  them- 
felves  not  Britons,  but  Cumri  or  Gum- 
hri,  it  is  not  likely  they  Ihouid  take 
it  from  any  Britijb  Word,  but  from 


fome  Words  in  their  own  Language, 
The  moft  probable  Opinion,  there¬ 
fore,  is  that  of  Bochart,  who  thinks 
that  the  Phoenicians  coming  to  buy 
Tin  in  the  Ifland  of  Albion,  gave  it 
the  name  of  Baratanac,  that  is, 
the  Land  of  Fin ;  which  being  by 
the  Greeks,  who  afterwards  traded 
to  this  Ifland,  foftened  into  Britan¬ 
nia,  paffed  from  them  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans.  To  this  I  (hall  add,  an  inge¬ 
nious  Conjecture  of  Le  Clerc,  who 
thinks  that  the  Phoenicians  having 
palfed  the  Streights,  met  with  no 
Iflands  in  the  Ocean  comparable 
with  thefe  now  called  the  Britijb 
Ifes,  which,  therefore,  by  way  of 
Eminence,  they  called  Brithan,  that 
is,  Outer,  or  Iflands  in  the  Outer- 
Sea,  in  Oppofttion  to  thofe  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  they  called 
the  Inner -Sea  :  And  from  Brithan, 
Britannia  will  naturally  flow. 

There  is  as  great  an  Uncertainty 
in  relation  to  the  Origin  of  the 
flrft  Inhabitants  of  this  Country.  It 
is  generally  thought  to  have  been 
flrft  peopled  by  the  Celt  a,  or  Gauls, 
defeended  from  Gotner,  Son  of  Ja- 
pbet.  This  the  Name  Cumri,  by 
which  the  Welch  ftill  call  themfelves, 
feems  to  favour.  And,  indeed,  the 
Nearnefs  of  Gaul  to  Britain,  and 
the  Affinity  there  was  between  both 
Nations,  with  refpeCI  to  Religion, 
Form  of  Government,  Language, 
and  Cuftoms,  make  it  probable,  that 
Britain  was  flrft  peopled,  from  Gaul. 
Though,  to  be  fure,  other  Colonies 
might  come  over  afterwards,  from 
other  Places,  and  at  different  Times. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Phoenicians 
are  faid  to  have  difeovered  and 
traded  to  this  Ifland  before  the  Tro¬ 
jan  War,  and  the  Greeks  160  Years 
before  the  Roman  Invafton. 

We  may  be  more  certain  with 
refpeCI  to  the  Manners,  Cuftoms, 
Religion  and  Government  of  the 
antient  Britons,  fince  they  are  men¬ 
tioned  by  Cafar,  and  other  Writers, 
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Tkey  were  generally  tall,  well- 
made,  of  a  ftrong  and  hardy  Con- 
ftitution,  and  yellow-haired.  The 
Women  were  fair  and  beautiful,  and 
the  Men  wore  their  Hair  long  upon 
their  Head  and  upper  Lip.  They 
went  moftly  naked,  but  wore  Iron 
Rings  about  their  Necks  and  Waifts ; 
and  on  the  Southern  Coafts  they  co¬ 
vered  themfelves  with  the  Skins  of 
Wild  Beads.  They  ufed  to  paint  their 
Bodies  with  Woad ,  making  Incifions 
in  them  in  the  Shape  of  Flowers, 
Trees  and  Animals,  and  ftaining 
them  with  the  Juice  of  that  Herb, 
which  rendered  them  of  a  durable 
Sky-colour.  Their  Habitations  were 
in  the  Middle  of  large  Woods, 
where  having  felled  the  Trees  and 
cleared  the  Ground,  they  built  them¬ 
felves  a  fort  of  flight  Huts,  which 
they  covered  with  Skins,  Boughs, 
Turf,  or  Reed  ;  and  here  they  had 
alfo  Folds  for  their  Cattle.  The  A- 
venues  were  defended  with  the  Trees 
they  had  cut  down,  thrown  over¬ 
thwart  each  other,  and  with  flight 
Ramparts  of  Earth.  And  thefe  were 
all  the  Towns  they  had,  except  on 
the  Coafts,  where  the  Inhabitants 
were  more  civilized  by  Commerce 
and  Intercourfe  with  ether  Nations, 
efpecially  the  Gauls ,  who  had  long 
before  been  civilized  by  the  Romans : 

I  Tho’  we  fhall  here  obferve,  that  their 

!|  Traffick  was  but  mean,  their  chief 
Merchandize  being  Tin,  the  reft 
Trifles  of  Glafs,  Ivory,  Amber,  and 
fuch  like.  Their  ordinary  Food  was 
Fleih  got  by  Hunting,  Fruits  and 
Milk,  of  which  however  they  had 
not  the  Art  of  making  Cheefe  ;  and, 
for  the  Honour  of  our  Malt  Liquors, 
their  ufual  Drink  was  made  of  Bar¬ 
ley.  They  religioufly  abftained  fom 
Hen  and  Goofe,  tho’  they  bred  fome 
ef  thefe  Creatures  for  their  Pleafure  ; 
and  likewife  from  Filh,  tho’  there 
were  Plenty  of  them  in  their  Seas 
and  Rivers.  In  Times  of  Necefiity, 
it  is  faid,  they  could  live  upon  Barks, 
and  ,Roots  of  Trees.  Though  the 
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Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Britain s 
were  generally  the  fame  with  the 
Gauls,  from  whom  they  came,  and 
with  whom  they  correfponded,  yet 
they  had  one  Cuftom  which  feems 
peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  that  was, 
for  ten  or  twelve  Brothers,  Relati¬ 
ons  or  Friends,  to  live  together  and 
have  their  Wives  in  common.  This 
Cuftom  continued  long  among 
them,  even  after  they  were  in  other 
Refpedts  much  civilized  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans :  Concerning  which  we  have 

O 

the  following  Story :  That  a  Britijb 
Lady  being  upbraided  with  it  at 
Court  by  Julia,  Severus’ s  Emprefs, 
as  an  infamous  Practice,  brilkly  re¬ 
plied,  We  do  that  puhlickly  with  the 
bejl  of  our  Men,  which  you  do  pri¬ 
vately  with  the  worf  of  yours.  Freed - 
men  and  Slaves. 

The  Britons  were  a  brave,  bold, 
and  daring  People.  Cafar  highly 
commends  their  Valour  in  War,  to 
which  they  were  inured  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  Quarrels  among  themfelves. 
Their  Arms  were  fmall  Shields, 
large  Swords,  and  fhort  Spears. 
They  commonly  fought  in  Chariots, 
with  Ihort  Scythes  faftened  to  the 
Ends  of  the  Axle-Trees,  which  dri¬ 
ving  furioufly  into  the  Midft  of  their 
Enemies,  they  made  terrible  Ha- 
vock,  at  the  fame  Time  flinging 
their  Darts.  As  they  were  courage¬ 
ous  and  undaunted,  and  hardy  in  en¬ 
during  Hunger,  Cold,  or  any  Fa¬ 
tigues,  fo  they  had  no  fmall  Skill  in 
War,  often  taking  Advantage  by 
Stratagem,  Ambufh,  or  fudden  At¬ 
tacks,  and  fighting  in  fmall  Parties, 
fo  as  always  to  keep  a  good  Referve 
behind. 

The  Erilofts  were  grofs  Idolaters* 
and  had  many  barbarous  Cuftoms  in 
their  Religion.  They  worlhippedDA 
and  Samothes ,  as  the  Gauls  did,  and 
had  a  great  Veneration-  for  Andate , 
the  Goddefs  of  Viftory,  to  whom 
they  facrificed  their  Captives  in  War. 
Human  Sacrifices  were  alfo  pra&ifea 
B  2  by 
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by  them  on  other  great  Emergencies, 
and  they  were  very  nice  and  exadt  in 
obferving  (he  Poilure  of  the  Body 
and  the  Entrails  of  the  Man  fo  offer¬ 
ed,  in  order  to  foretel  future  Events. 
They  had  an  Order  of  Men  called 
Druids,  from  Deru,  in  the  Celtic  Lan¬ 
guage  fignifying  an  Oak ,  as  Dr  us  does 
in  the  Greek  ;  for  thefe  Druids  held 
their  AiTemblies  in  Groves  of  Oak, 
and  had  a  molt  facred  Regard  to  the 
Mijletoe  growing  on  thofe  Trees. 
Thefe  Men  were  the  Directors  in  all 
religious  Matters,  and  had  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  all  Sacrifices,  and  the 
People  paid  them  fuch  an  implicit 
Veneration,  that  their  Authority  was 
in  a  Manner  abfolute.  They  were 
intruded  with  the  Education  of  the 
better  Sort,  and  were  judges  in  all 
Civil  Affairs.  No  Malefactor  could 
be  put  to  Death  without  their  Con- 
lent,  and  they  excluded  all  from  the 
Sacrifices  who  did  not  comply  with 
their  Orders:  This  made  them  very 
formidable,  the  Perfons  fo  excommu¬ 
nicated  being  deemed  infamous,  and 
to  be  avoided  by  all.  In  this  Point 
the  Chriitian  Clergy  have  too  much 
copied  after  thefe  heathen  Prieits. 
They  had  a  fort  of  Primate  or  fove- 
reign  Pontiff,  and  when  one  died  an¬ 
other  was  chofen  in  his  Room,  but 
oftentimes  not  without  Broils  and 
Blcodlhed.  They  had  once  a  Year 
a  general  Afiembly  in  the  Midi!  of 
Gaul,  where  were  the  fame  Order  of 
Men ;  and  indeed  it  is  chiefly  by 
the  Account  that  is  given  of  the  Gau- 
UJh  Druids,  that  we  judge  of  thofe 
of  Britain.  They  committed  none 
pf  their  Dogmas  or  Maxims  to  Wri¬ 
ting,  but  conveyed  them  by  Tradi¬ 
tion,  and  always  taught  their  Diici- 
ples  by  Heart.  One  of  their  chief 
Doclrines  was.  That  the  Soul  is  im¬ 
mortal,  and  that  after  Death  it  pajfe$ 
into  other  Bodies  ;  which  removing 
the  Fear  of  Death,  added  very  much 
to  their  Courage.  They  alfo  taught, 
that  every  Thing  derives  its  Origin 
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from  Heaven;  but  moft  of  theT 
other  Rules  relate  to  their  Superfti- 
tion,  and  among  the  reft,  that  Mifle- 
toe  muji  he  cut  voitb  a  golden  Bill. 
The  Britons  alfo,  as  well  as  the 
Gauls,  had  a  Sort  of  inferior  Prielb, 
called  Bards,  whofe  Office  was  to 
compofe  Songs  and  fing  them  to 
the  Harp,  in  Praife  of  their  Heroes 
and  great  Men  :  Whence  Poets  are 
even  now  amongft  us  lbmetimes 
called  Bards.  A  third  Sort  of  Priefts- 
the  Britons  had,  called  Euhates,  who 
chiefly  ftudied  Philofophy  and  the 
Works  of  Nature. 

The  Britons,  like  the  Gauls,  and 
indeed  molt  Nations  in  the  firft  Ages 
of  the  World,  and  like  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  at  this  Day,  were  divided  into 
a  great  man}  petty  States,  each  hav¬ 
ing  its  proper  Head  or  Leader.  Cos- 
far  reckons  no  lei's  than  four  of  theft* 
petty  Princes  in  the  fmall  Compafs 
cf  Kent.  Thefe  Principalities  os 
States,  having  no  Dependence  on 
each  other,  any  farther  than  they 
were  compelled  by  Neceffity,  had 
frequent  Wars  among  themfelves,  as 
was  before  obferved ;  but  in  Times 
of  common  Danger,  one  of  their 
Princes  was  chofen  chief  Comman¬ 
der  by  common  Confent  of  all  the 
States,  whofe  Power  was  limited,  as 
well  as  the  Time  of  his  Adminiftra- 
tion.  Thus  CaJJibelanus,  Ring  or 
Chief  of  the  Trinobantes,  was  chofen 
to  command  their  Army  upon  Julius 
Cafads  Invafion ;  and  Caraitacm, 
King  of  the  Silures,  was  made  Ge¬ 
neral  in  the  Time  of  Claudius. 

As  Britain  was  thus  divided  into 
many  petty  Governments,  fo  the 
Inhabitants  were  diftinguifhed  by 
various  Names,  of  which  we  find 
feventeen  in  that  Part  of  Britain 
now  called  England  and  Wales  : 
Which  are  as  follow,  i .  The  Canliit 
Inhabitants  of  the  prefent  County 
of  Kent.  2.  The  Regni,  of  Sujfcx  and 
Surrey.  3.  The  Durotriges,  of  Dorfet- 
Jhire.  4.  The  Danmouii ,  of  Devon - 
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The  Landing  of  Julius  Caesar 


' The  Romans  in  Britain. 


jbire  and  Cornwall.  3.  Th  z  Bel  gee, 
of  Scrncrfetjhire ,  IVil: jbire  and  Hc.mp- 
/ hire .  6.  The  Attrebatii ,  of  Berk- 

jbire.  j.  The  Dob  uni,  of  Gloucef- 
terjbire  and  Oxfordjhire.  8.  The 
Caiticuchlani ,  of  l'Farwickjhire,Buck- 
ingbamjbire  and  Bedford  jbire.  9.  The 
7 rinobantes,  of  Hertfordjbire ,  EJfex 
and  Middlefex.  10.  The  I  cent,  of 
Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Cambridge  jbire  and 
Huntingtonjbire.  I  I .  The  Coritani,  of 
Lmcoinffire,  Leicefterjbire,  Rutland , 
Derbyjbire,  Nottiugbamjbire  and  Nor¬ 
thampton  fire.  12.  ’The  Corna-ui: ,  of 
Worce ft er Jbire,  Staffordjhire,  Shrop- 
Jhire  and  Chefbire.  13.  The  Bri¬ 
gades,  of  Yorkjhire,  Lancajhire ,  Dur¬ 
ham,  Weflmorland  and  Cumberland. 

14.  The  Ottadini,  of  Northumber¬ 
land  and  four  Counties  in  Scotland. 

15.  The  Silures,  of  Herefordjbire, 
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Radnorjhire,  B  reckr.ockfhire,  Mon- 
moutb jbire  and  Glamor  ganjhire .  1  6. 

The  Ordovices,  of  Montgomery (hire, 
Merio7tetljhirc>CaernarvonJbireiFiint- 
Jbire  and  Denbigbfjire.  17.  d  he  Di¬ 
meter,  Inhabitants  of  Caermartben- 
Jhire,  B  embrokeftire  and  Cardigan - 
Jbire.  Thefe  were  the  Divifions, 
and  this  the  State  of  this  Part  of 
Britain,  when  Cafar  invaded  it.  I 
now  proceed  to  give  fome  Account 
of  that  Invufion,  and  of  the  State 
of  Britain  under  the  Romans.  And 
here  it  is  that  our  Hi iiorv  properly 
begins,  no  Authors  before  this  Time 
having  given  anv  Account  of  the 
Britijb  Alfa  rs,  and  what  has  been 
faid  by  fome  Writers  fince,  of  the 
Traniaflions  in  Britain  before  the 
Roman  Invafion,  being  mere  Fable 
and  Romance. 


Of  the  Romans  in  Britain. 


JULIUS  Ceefajr  having  fubdued 
the  Gauls,  began  now  to  turn 
his  Thoughts  towards  Britain,  from 
a  Defire  of  adding  to  the  Glory  he 
had  acquired  by  his  manv  Conquelis, 
and  of  enlarging  the  Bounds  of  the 
already  widely  extended  Empire  of 
the  Romans.  His  Pretence  was,  that 
the  Britons  had  a  flitted  his  Enemies 
in  Gaul.  However  that  be,  having 
fent  fome  before  him  to  make  Difco- 
veries,  the  latter  End  of  the  Sum¬ 
mer,  about  54.  Years  before  Chriit, 
he  fet  Sail  from  Bulloign  with  two 
Legions,  on  board  feurfeore  Ships, 
leaving  Orders  for  the  Horfe  to  fol¬ 
low  in  eighteen  more.  The  next 
Day  he  arrived  on  the  Coalt,  where 
he  law  the  Hills  and  Cliffs  that  run 
out  into  the  Sea  covered  with  Bri¬ 
tons,  who  before  had  Intelligence  of 
his  Delign  from  the  Merchants,  and 
came  prepared  to  oppole  his  landing, 
which  they  did  fo  effectually  at  firit, 
by  their  Darts,  that  he  was  obliged 


to  feek  out  for  a  more  convenient 
Place.  Accordingly  he  failed  along 
the  Coafl:  towards  Deal,  and  came  to 
an  Anchor  where  the  Country  was 
open  and  level.  The  Britons  watch¬ 
ing  his  Motions,  fent  their  Chariots 
and  Horfemen  before,  which  were 
followed  bv  all  the  Foot.  Cajar’s 
Ships  were  too  large  to  come  near 
enough  the  Shore,  and  the  Romans 
couiu  not  land  without  leaping  into 
the  Water,  which  they  at  lait  did, 
being  animated  by  an  Enfign  of  one 
of  the  Legions,  who  led  the  Way 
with  the  Colours  in  his  Hand.  The 
Britons,  however,  Hood  their  Ground, 
till  Ceafar  by  the  means  of  fome  arm-  ‘ 
ed  Sloops  made  them  fall  back  a  lit¬ 
tle.  The  Romans  at  length  with 
much  Difficulty  being  got  upon  dry 
Ground,  prefTed  the  Enemy  fo  vigo- 
roufiy,  that  they  put  them  to  Flight: 
But  they  durfl  not  pur  fee  them,  be- 
caufe  the  Horfe  were  not  yet  arrived, 
having  met  with  a  great  Storm, 
B  3  which 
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which  forced  them  back  again  to  the 
Ports  of  Gaul. 

The  Britons  now  dreading  the  Va¬ 
lour  and  Refo’ution  of  the  Rotnans , 
fent  Ambafladors  to  C  re  far  to  fue 
for  Peace,  which  he  granted  upon 
their  delivering  fome  Hoftages  and 
promiftng  to  fend  more.  This  Peace 
being  concluded  four  Days  after  the 
Romans  landed,  fome  of  the  Princes 
came  and  fubrnitted  themfelves  to 
Crefar.  But  federal  Difaltrrs  befall¬ 
ing  the  Romans,  their  Ships  being 
flattered  in  the  Storm,  the  Cavalry 
not  arrived,  and  beinp  likewife  in 

o 

W ant  of  Provisions,  the  States  that 
had  fubrnitted  foon  revolted,  and 
lfirred  up  the  reft  of  their  Country¬ 
men  to  endeavour  to  rid  the  Land 
of  their  Enemies.  They  according¬ 
ly  fell  upon  one  of  their  Legions  as 
they  were  foraging,  killed  feveral, 
and  were  furrounding  the  reft  with 
their  Chariots,  when  Crefar  came 
to  their  Relief,  brought  them  oft, 
and  retired  to  the  Camp.  The  Bri¬ 
tons  refolved  to  attack  them  there  ; 
but  Crefar  fcrefeeing  it,  gave  them 
fo  warm  a  Reception,  that  they  were 
foon  forced  to  fly.  This  fo  difcou- 
raged  them,  that  they  immediately 
fent  Ambafladors  to  treat  of  Peace, 
which  Crefar  agreed  to,  upon  their 
promifing  to  fend  after  him  into 
Gaul,  whither  he  foon  after  retired 
to  winter,  double  the  Number  of 
Hoftages  he  had  demanded  before. 
Thus  ended  Crefar' s  firft:  Expedition, 
in  which,  nofwithftanding  his  own 
Account,  of  which  I  have  given  the 
Subftance,  he  may  be  faid  rather  to 
have  fhewn  the  Ifland  to  the  Romans, 
than  fubdued  it. 

The  Britons  not  fending  their 
Hoftages  as  they  had  agreed,  Crefar 
refolved  to  give  them  another  Vifit 
in  fhe  Spring;  which  he  did,-  with 
five  Legions  and  two  thoufand  Hcrfe, 
landmg  at  a  Place  he  had  marked 
the  Year  before,  without  any  Op- 
pofltion,  phe  Britons  having  retired 


farther  up  in  the  Country.  Having 
fortified  his  Camp,  he  went  in  quell 
of  the  Enemy,  and  found  them 
about  twelve  Miles  off,  polled  on  the 
Banks  of  a  River,  thought  to  be  the 
Stoavr  in  Kent,  in  order  to  difpute 
his  Paflage;  but  they  were  foon 
made  to  give  Way,  and  retired  into 
a  Wood  blocked  up  with  large  Trees 
laid  acrofs  one  another,  where  they 
were  notwithstanding  attacked,  and 
put  to  Flight.  The  next  Day  he 
went  in  Purfuit  of  them,  and  had 
not  marched  far  before  he  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  their  Forces  were  much 
increafed  under  Caffibelanus,  King  of 
the  Trinobantes ,  whom  the  Britons  in 
this  Exigency  had  chofen  their  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  though  before 
there  had  been  continual  Wars  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  neighbouring 
States.  In  the  firft  Skirmilh,  which 
happened  whilft  the  Romans  were  on 
their  March,  the  Britons  were  re- 
pulfed  in  two  others  they  had  ma- 
nifeftly  the  Advantage  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans.  At  laft  Crsjar  fending  out 
the  Horfe  to  forage,  with  three  Le¬ 
gions  to  guard  them,  the  Britons  fell 
furioufly  upon  the  Foragers  ;  but  the 
Refiftance  made  by  the  Legions  gave 
Crefar  Time  to  advance  with  the 
relt  of  the  Army,  fo  that  a  great 
Battle  enfued,  wherein  the  Britons 
were  entirely  defeated.  Upon  this 
he  refclves  to  penetrate  into  Caffibe - 
lanus’s  Territories,  and  pafies  the 
Thames  in  fpite  of  the  Enemy  who 
were  pofted  on  the  cppofite  Bank, 
and  had  drove  fharp  Stakes  into  that 
Part  of  the  River,  fuppofed  by  fome 
to  be  at  C  array  Stakes  near  Chert  fey 
in  Surrey ;  though  others  think  the 
Ford  where  the  Romans  pafled  the 
Thames  was  near  Kina  (Ion.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  the  Britons  were  attacked 
wiih  fuch  Refolution,  that  they  were 
forced  to  quit  their  Poll ;  and  foon 
after  the  Trinobantes  fubrnitted  to 
Crefar,  deliring  him  to  take  into  his 
Protection  their  King  Mandubratius, 

who 
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who  had  fled  into  Gaul  upon  CaJJibe- 
lanus’s  murdering  his  Father,  and 
depriving  him  of  his  Dominions. 
Several  other  States  followed  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Trinobantes ;  and  now 
CesJ'ar  refolved  to  attack  CaJJibela- 
nus’s  capital  City,  fuppofed  to  be 
Verulam ,  near  the  prefent  St.  Alban’s, 
which  he  did  with  great  Succefs, 
the  Enemy  being  put  to  Flight,  and 
great  Numbers  fiain  and  taken.  A- 
bout  the  fame  Time  the  Kentijhmen , 
under  their  four  Princes,  attacked 
the  Roman  Camp,  but  were  repulfed 
with  great  Slaughter,  and  Cingetorix, 
one  of  their  Princes,  taken  Priloner. 
Thefe  frequent  Defeats,  together 
with  the  Revolt  of  his  Subjects  and 
other  States,  forced  CaJJibelanus  to 
fue  for  Peace,  which  he  obtained 
upon  Condition  that  the  Britons 
fhould  pay  the  Romans  an  annual 
Tribute;  after  which,  Crefar  having 
received  the  Plottages  agreed  upon, 
embarked  and  returned  to  Gaul ;  the 
Situation  of  his  Affairs,  as  is  gene¬ 
rally  believed,  nr.twithi'landing  his 
own  Account,  obliging  him  to  leave 
a  Country  as  yet  far  from  being  con¬ 
quered. 

The  Civil  Wars  in  the  Empire 
after  Co-fads  Death,  made  it  im- 
poflible  for  the  Romans  to  think  of 
Britain,  and  fo  the  Tribute  was  not 
paid,  nor  perhaps  demanded  for 
twenty  Years;  and  when  Augujlus 
threatened  to  compel  the  Payment  of 
it,  he  was  either  diverted  by  new 
Troubles  in  the  Empire,  or  the  Bri¬ 
tons  found  means  to  pacify  him. 
In  fhort,  after  Julius  Cafar's  fecond 
Invafion,  which  fome  very  impro¬ 
perly  call  a  Conqucjl,  the  Britons 
preferved  their  Liberty  above  ninety 
Years;  their  real  Subjection  to  the 
Romans  not  commencing  till  the 
P.eign  of  Claudius,  about  43  Years 
after  the  Birth  of  Cbrijl.-  This  Em¬ 
peror  having  lent  Plautius  over  be¬ 
fore  him  to  bepin  the  Work,  which 
he  did  with  great  Succefs,  followed 


him  foon  after,  put  himfelf  at  the 
Flead  of  his  Troops,  forced  the  Bri¬ 
tons  io  come  to  a  Battle,  and  entire¬ 
ly  routed  them.  After  this  he  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Camelodunum ,  now  Malden , 
or  as  others  will  have  it,  Colchejler 
in  Effex,  where  he  met  with  little 
Rehltance,  and  pufning  his  Con¬ 
quers,  iubdued  fome  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  States.  As  Claudius  acquir¬ 
ed  great  Fame  by  thefe  Succefies,  he 
was  no  lefs  remarkable  for  his  Mo¬ 
deration.  The  conquered  Britons, 
fenfible  of  his  Generality  in  leaving 
them  the  Polfeflion  of  their  Goods, 
ereCted  a  Temple  to  him  and  paid 
him  divine  Honours.  After  this  fuc- 
cefsful  Expedition,  he  returned  to 
Rome,  leaving  Plautius  Governor  of 
Britain,  who  carried  on  the  Con- 
queftsin  Conjunction  with  Vefpajian , 
who  fought  the  Britons  in  thirty  Bat¬ 
tles,  fubdued  two  powerful  Nations, 
and  conquered  the  ]Jle  of  Wight. 
Plautius  being  at  length  recalled, 
was  fucceeded  by  OJlorius  Scapula, 
who  made  Camelodunum  a  Military 
Colony.  About  the  fame  Time  Lon¬ 
don  was  made  a  Trading  Colony, 
and  that  Part  of  Britain  lying  be¬ 
tween  the  Sea  and  the  Thames,  was 
reduced  to  the  Form  of  a  Province, 
and  called  Britannia  Pritna. 


After  this,  Ojtarius  having  quelled 


feveral  Infurreftions,  engaged  the 


B'-itons  under  Carndlacus,  King  of 
the  Silures,  a  brave  and  experienced 
Genera],  whom  the  Nations  in  Alli¬ 
ance  with  the  Situ  es  had  chofen 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  after 
an  oblbnate  Fight  totally  routed 
them.  The  brave  Caractaeus  flying 
for  Protection  to  the  Queen  of  the 
Briga sites,  was  by  her  delivered  up 
to  the  Romans,  after  having  com¬ 
manded  the  confederate  Army  of 
the  Britons,  with  great  Bravery  and  tdJ-A-3 
various  Succefs,  tor  the  Space  of 
nine  Years 

Suetonius  Paulinus  being-  fent  over 
to  Britain  in  the  Reign  of  Nero, 
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An.  Dom.  58,  conquered  the  Ifle  of 
Mona,  now  called  Anglefea  ;  but  foon 
after  an  Affair  of  much  greater 
Confequence  engaged  his  Attention. 
JBoadicea,  Widow  of  Prafatugus  King 
of  the  Iceni,  having  been  greatiy 
provoked  by  fome  Indignities  offer¬ 
ed  to  her  and  her  Family  by  the 
Romans,  animated  her  Countrymen 
to  a  Revolt,  which  the  Violence  and 
Injuftice  of  the  Emperor’s  Officers, 
and  the  grievous  Impofitions  that 
were  laid  upon  them,  had  already 
prepared  them  for.  Accordingly  the 
whole  Ifland  was  poffeffed  with  a 
Spirit  of  Revolt,  which  quickly 
broke  out,  and  Boadicea,  a  Woman 
of  noble  Stature  and  heroick  Cou¬ 
rage,  headed  the  Revolters,  who  in 
the  Abfence  of  the  General,  fell  fu- 
riouily  upon  the  Remans,  difperfed 
in  their  Colonies,  and  ir.aflacre'd 
them  without  Diftindlion  of  Age  or 
Sex,  fo  that  80,000  are  computed 
to  have  perilhed.  Paulinus  being 
informed  of  this  fudden  Revolution, 
quits  the  Ifle  of  Mona  to  march  a- 
gainfl:  the  revolted  Britons,  who  had 
now  an  Army  of  100,000  Men,  and 
were  marching  to  engage  Paulinus, 
who  was  in  great  Straits,  his  Army 
being  but  10,000  ftrong.  However, 
he  made  up  by  Conduct  what  he 
wanted  in  Numbers.  He  pitched 
upon  a  narrow  Piece  of  Ground  for 
the  Field  of  Battle,  with  a  Ford! 
behind  that  fecured  him  from  Am- 
bufeades  in  the  Rear,  the  Britons  be¬ 
ing  encamped  on  a  large  Plain  be¬ 
fore,  having  brought  out  their 
Wives  and  Children  in  Waggons  to 
be  Witnefles  of  their  Vidtorv,  of 
which  they  thought  themfelves  fure. 
But  to  their  great  Difappointment 
and  Confuflon,  the  Romans  attacked 
them  with  fuch  Bravery  and  Firm- 
nefs,  that  after  a  bloody  Battle  they 
were  entirely  defeated  and  put  to 
Flight ;  and  nmv in  Return  the  ‘Roman 
Soldiers  fpare  neither  Age  nor  Sex, 
but  facrifice  to  their  Revenge  the 


Women  and  Children,  and  even  the 
verv  Hordes.  In  this  Battle  Tacitus 
affures  us  80,000  Britons  were  flain, 
with -the  Lofs  only  of  400  Romans, 
and  as  many  wounded.  Boadicea 
efcaped  the  Conqueror’s  Hands,  but 
through  Grief  and  Shame  ended  her 
Days  by  Poifon. 

The  Britons  were  by  this  Defeat 
reduced  to  lb  miferable  a  Condition, 
that  the  Romans,  who  a  little  after 
received  a  large  Reinforcement  from 
Germany,  would  in  all  Probability 
have  foon  compleated  the  Conqueft 
of  the  Ifland,  if  DifTentions  had  not 
arofe  among  themfelves.  This,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Confufnns  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Empire,  gave  the  Bri¬ 
tons  fome  Refpite,  fo  that  very  little 
of  Importance  was  tranfadled  till  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  VefpaJia'A s  Reign, 
A.  D.  78,  when  Julius  Agricola,  a 
brave  and  prudent  Commander,  was 
fent  into  Britain,  who  in  feveral 
Campaigns  gained  great  Advantages 
over  the  Enemy,  proceeding  farther 
and  farther  towards  the  Northern 
Parts  of  the  Ifland,  conquering  as  he 
went,  and  building  Forts  and  plant¬ 
ing  Garrifons  to  fecure  his  Con- 
auefls;  till  in  the  feventh  and  lake 
Campaign  he  engaged  the  Britijh 
General  Galgacus  near  the  Grampian 
Mountain,  and  entirely  defeated  him, 
killing  10,000  Britons  in  the  Adtion, 
with  the  Lofs  of  no  more  than  about 
300  Romans.  This  gave  the  finilh- 
ing  Stroke  to  the  Liberty  of  Britain ; 
for  now  all  that  Part  of  the  Ifland 
lying  South  of  the  two  Friths  of 
Glota  and  Bodotria,  now  called  Dun- 
britten  and  Edinburgh,  was  reduced 
to  a  Roman  Province. 

To  make  fome  amends  for  the 
Lofs  of  their  Liberty,  if  any  Thing 
can  be  fuppofed  to  do  that,  the  Bri¬ 
tons  now  began  to  be  much  civilized. 
They  laid  afide  in  great  Meafure 
their  ft  rmer  rude  and  favage  W'ays, 
and  imitated  the  Doliter  Manners  of 
their  Conquerors.  Arts  and  Sciences 
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began  to  flourilh,  and  many  noble 
Structures  were  ra'ifed.  The  Britijb 
Nobles  pride  themfelves  in  fpeaking 
the  Latin  Tongue,  and  affe£t  to  drels 
after  the  Manner  of  the  Romans ; 
and  in  fhort,  as  Tacitus  obferves, 
eileem  thofe  things  as  Marks  of  Po- 
litenefs,  which  were  only  Badges  of 
their  Slavery.  For  under  all  thefe 
line  Trappings  they  were  no  better 
than  Slaves ;  exorbitant  Taxes  were 
laid  upon  them,  their  Eftates  were 
taken  from  them  and  given  to  the 
Veterans  that  were  continually  com¬ 
ing  to  fettle  here ;  and  the  Flower 
of  their  Youth  were  made  Soldiers, 
and  difperfed  in  the  other  Provinces 
of  the  Empire. 

From  this  Time  to  the  firft  Year 
of  the  Emperor  Adrian,  we  have 
but  a  flender  Account  of  what  pafled 
in  Britain.  The  Inhabitants  w'ho 
were  fubject  to  the  Romans  feem  for 
the  m.  ft  part  to  have  been  quiet  un¬ 
der  their  Servitude,  and  thofe  of  the 
Notch  to  have  enjoyed  their  Liberty 
in  Peace,  without  giving  any  Dif- 
turbance  to  their  Neighbours.  But 
117  now  (about  the  year  1 17)  thefe  Peo¬ 
ple,  a  Mixture,  as  fuppofed,  of  Bids 
(who  fome  think  were  only  the  un¬ 
dent  North  Britons,  and  called  Bids 
from  their  Hill  painting  their  Bodies) 
Scots  who  came  originally  from  Ire¬ 
land,  and  Britans  who  fled  from  the 
Roman  Invaflon,  all  which  feem  to 
be  confounded  by  the  Roman  Hillo- 
rians  under  the  Name  of  Caledoni¬ 
ans,  made  an  Irruption  into  the  Ro¬ 
man  Province,  after  having  demo- 
lifhed  fome  of  Agricola’s  FortreiTes. 
This  brought  Adrian  into  Britain, 
upon  the  News  of  whofe  Arrival  the 
Enemy  retired  to  the  North,  and 
Adrian  thinking  it  not  advii’eable  to 
purfue  them,  left  the  Caledonians  all 
the  Country  between  the  two  Friths 
and  the  Tine,  in  Hopes  by  thus  en¬ 
larging  their  Bounds,  to  keep  them 
sjuiet:  But,  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
Secure  the  Subjects  of  the  Empire 


from  their  Tncurlions,  he  caufed  a 
Rampart  of  Earth  to  be  thrown  up, 
covered  with  Turf,  from  the  Mouth 
of  the  Tine  to  Solus  ay -Frith,  eighty 
Miles  in  Length  from  Eaft  to  Weft, 
quite  acrofs  the  Country. 

But  after  Adrian  s  Departure,  thele 
northern  People  focn  renewed  their 
Ravages,  and  in  the  Reign  of  Anto-  pp, 
ninus  Bins,  A.  D.  138,  deltroyed  the  /38- 
Rampart  in  feveral  Places.  Upon 
this  he  orders  Lollius  Urbicus  to  go 
and  quell  them,  who  having  forced 
them  to  retire,  raifed  another  Ram¬ 
part  on  the  Neck  of  Land  between 
the  two  Friths,  where  Agriccla  had 
formerly  built  his  Fortrefies,  and 
fo  confined  them  withip  narrower 
Bounds.  But  they  remained  quiet 
no  longer  than  till  they  had  an  Op¬ 
portunity  to  begin  their  Incuriions 
again,  to  which  they  were  greatly 
encouraged  by  the  Want  of  Dilci- 
pline  in  the  Roman  Army,  which 
now,  through  their  enjoying  leveral 
Years  Peace,  began  to  prevail  a- 
mongft  them.  CalphurrJus  Agricola 
fupprefled  the  Infolence  of  thefe  nor¬ 
thern  Invaders  in  the  Reign  of  Mar¬ 
cus  Aurelius ;  as  Ulpius  Marcellus  did 
under  Commodus. 

I  lhall  obferve  here,  that  the  Ro¬ 
mans  permitted  the  Britons  to  have 
Kings  of  their  own,  being  fond  of 
having  fuch  for  their  Subjects ;  and 
that  about  this  Time  one  of  them, 
named  Lucius,  is  laid  to  have  em¬ 
braced  the  Chriftian  Religion,  which 
had  before  obtained  fome  Footing  in 
this  Ifiand.  But  the  Accounts  of 
thefe  Things  are  mixed  with  a  great 
deal  of  Fable. 

In  the  Reign  of  Seuerus,  A.  D. 

205,  the  Caledonians  renewed  their 
Incurfions,  and  made  fuch  progrefs, 
that  the  Emperor  refolved  to  go  in 
Perfon  againit  them.  Accordingly 
he  fet  cut  for  Britain  with  a  nume¬ 
rous  Army,  and  with  infinite  Toil 
penetrated  to  the  utmoft  Bounds  of  * 
tne  North,  cutting  down  W'oods, 

»  draining 
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draining  Bogs,  or  filling  them  with 
Bavins,  and  notwithftanding  all  Dif¬ 
ficulties,  fubdued  this  fierce  and  hi¬ 
therto  unconquered  People,  In  this 
Expedition  he  loll  no  lels  than 
50.000  Men  ;  bat  as  he  could  not 
keep  the  Country  in  Subjection  with¬ 
out  a  great  Army  always  on  the 
Spot,  he  relinquished  his  Conquelts, 
and  contented  himfelf  with  dividing 
the  Illand  into  two  Parts  by  a  Wall, 
in  the  Place  where  Adrian  threw  up 
his  Rampart.  This  Wall  was  of 
Freeltone,  and  was  called  by  the 
antient  Britons  Mur/ever ,  i.  e.  Se- 
verus’s  Wall,  and-  by  the  Englijb 
the  Pi  As  Wall,  becaule  it  parted  the 
Pidls  from  the  Britons .  The  Remains 
of  it  may  It;  11  be  traced  for  above 
68  Miles :  There  were  Caltles  and 
Turrets  upon  it  at  proper  Diftances. 
The  legionary  Soldiers  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  it.  A  llupendous 
Work !  which  Ihews  the  furprizing 
Art,  and  indefatigable  Induliry  of 
the  Romans  !  Severus,  alter  this, 
ended  his  Days  at  York. 

I  have  now  given  an  Account  of 
the  chief  TranfaCtions  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  in  Britain,  and  lhall  be  more 
brief  in  what  remains,  as  the  Ac¬ 
counts  from  this  Time  are  indeed 
but  ihcrt,  and  for  the  moll  Part  con- 
fufed  and  perplexed ;  and  to  tell 
barely  the  Names  of  all  the  Em¬ 
perors  that  reigned,  or  all  the  Go¬ 
vernors  of  Britain,  whilft  it  was  un¬ 
der  the  Dominion  of  the  Romans,  is 
very  little  to  the  Purpofe ;  or  to 
mention  any  Thing  relating  to  the 
Emperors,  wherein  Britain  was  not 
concerned.  The  EmpercrPr^/as  fent 
over  great  Numbers  of  Vandals  and 
Burgundians  into  Britain,  who  were 
of  great  Ufe  in  quelling  Infurrec- 
tions.  This  was  about  the  Year 
£7^  276.  In  tne  Beginning  of  Diocle- 
«.  Jian  s  Reign,  Anno  285,  Caraujius , 
^  ^  with  a  Fleet  under  his  Command, 
fcoured  the  Seas  of  the  piratical 
Franks  and  Faxons,  who  inhaled  the 


Belgick,Artnorican  and  Britijh  Coalls ; 
and  afterwards  coming  into  Britain, 
althmed  the  Title  of  Emperor  there, 
as  feveral  other  Roman  Commander 
in  Britain  did  after  him,  though  they 
generally  proved  unlortunate. 

The  Emperor  Ccnjrantius,  about 
the  Year  307,  came  over  into  Bri- 3°) 
tain  to  quell  home  Commotions,  and 
died  at  York,  as  he  was  going  upon 
an  Expedition  againit  the  northern 
People,  now  called  Deucaledonians 
and  FeAurians .  Kis  Son  and  Suc- 
ceiicr  Conjiantine,  home  think,  was 
born  in  Britain:  During  whofe Reign 
the  illand  enjoyed  a  perfect  Tran¬ 
quillity  ;  and  as  he  was  the  firlt 
Chriftian  Emperor,  he  granted  the 
Liberty  of  prcfeffing  that  Religion 
throughout  the  Empire,  which  the 
Britons  of  confequence  en’oyed.  He- 
divided  the  Empire  into  four  Pra- 
fedlures,  Britain  being  fubject  to  the 
PrafeA  cf  Gaul,  and  governed  by  a 
Vic,.r  or  Deputy  under  him.  T  his 
Emperor  alio  divided  Britain,  fo 
much  of  it  as  was  under  the  Romans, 
into  three  Provinces,  viz.  Britannia 
Prima,  containing  all  South  of  the 
Thames,  the  Capital  London  ;  Britan¬ 
nia  Secunda,  all  Weft  ol  the  Severn 
to  the  lrijh  Sea,  now  called  Wales, 
the  Capital  IJca,  or  Caerleon  ;  and 
Maxima  Crsjarienfis,  containing  all 
Northward  of  the  Thames  and  Eaft- 
wardof  the  Severn,  the  Capital  York. 
This  Jail  was  afterwards  fubdivided 
into  two  Parts,  the  fouthern  Part  re¬ 
taining  the  old  Name  of  Maxima 
CaJ'arienJis,  and  the  northern  being 
called  Flavia  Cafaricnjis. 

The  next  Thing  remarkable  was 
under  Valentinian  1.  An.  364,  when 
the  Illand  being  wretchedly  harralfed 
by  the  joint  Attacks  of  the  Pi  As, 
Scots,  Attacots  (which  lome  think 
were  the  wild  and  mountainous  Bri¬ 
tons)  and  Saxons,  Theodoftus,  Father 
of  the  firli  Emperor  of  that  Name, 
was  fent  to  command  in  Britain, 
who  dividing  his  Army  into  three 
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Bodies,  defeated  the  Enemies  dif- 
perfed  in  the  Ifland  in  feveral  En¬ 
counters,  and  at  laft  drove  them  out 
of  the  Roman  Province,  and  even 
beyond  the  two  Friths,  where  he 
built  Fortreffes  to  keep  them  at  a 
greater  Diftance;  and  thus  he  en¬ 
larged  the  Roman  Territories,  by  a 
confiderabie  Trad  of  Land,  which 
he  made  a  fifth  Province,  calling  it 
Valentia,  in  Honour  of  Valentinian. 
Having  thus  happily  finilhed  his 
Work,  he  returned  in  Triumph  to 
London,  repaired  and  beautified  it, 
and  gave  it  the  Name  of  Augujia. 

In  the  next  Reign,  Maximus  was 
fent  into  Britain,  who  formed  a  De- 
fign  of  reducing  the  whole  Hland 
under  the  Roman  Jurifdidion  ;  but 
being  difguited  at  Gr at ian’s  affo- 
ciating  Theodojius  the  Younger  in 
the  Empire,  thinking  himfelt  more 
deferving,  he  affumed  the  Imperial 
Purple,  and  quitted  Britain  in  order 
to  oppofe  Gratian,  leading  almoft 
all  the  Roman  Forces  into  Gaul,  with 
a  large  Body  of  fuch  Britons  as  were 
fit  to  bear  Arms.  This  exceedingly 
weakened  the  Province,  and  expoied 
it  to  every  Attack.  Though  Maxi¬ 
mus  caufed  Gratian  to  be  a('faflinated, 
and  dethroned  Valentinian  II.  who 
was  joint  Emperor,  yet  he  was  after¬ 
wards  defeated  and  put  to  Death  by 
Theodojius,  w  ho  at  laft  remained  foie 
Mafter  of  the  Empire,  and  during 
his  Reign  the  Pitts  lived  peaceably 
without  molcfting  the  Britons. 

But  after  his  Death,  An.  393,  the 
Scots  from  Ireland,  and  the  Pitts  and 
Scots  from  the  North,  again  invaded 
the  Roman  Province,  and  the  Saxon 
Pirates  exceedingly  infefted  theCoafts. 
The  Pitts  and  Scots  having  taken  the 
Fortreffes  built  byTheodoJus,  advanced 
to  S  caserns’ s  Wall ;  and  there  being 
not  Forces  enough  left  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  to  defend  a  Wall  of  fuch  a 
Length,  they  wi  h  little  Oppofition 
proceeded  farther  towards  the  South, 
and  laid  wafte  the  Country. 


The  Britons  were  now  in  the  ut- 
moft  Diftrefs,  and  fent  feveral  Mef- 
fages  to  the  Emperor  Honorius,  im¬ 
ploring  his  Afliftance.  But  the  Ro¬ 
mans  were  now  too  much  taken  up 
with  their  own  Affairs  to  think  of 
Britain.  The  Empire  was  invaded 
on  all  Sides  by  the  Goths,  Vandals, 

Suevi,  Cotti,  and  Alani ;  and  Alarick 
the  Goth  had  taken  and  facked  Rome 
itfelf.  Honorius  therefore  to  free  him- 
felf  at  once  from  the  Importunities 
of  the  Britons,  difcharged  them  from— |*g- 
their  Allegiance  to  the  Empire.  This  \ 
was  in  the  Year  410.,  And  though 
afterwards,  in  the  Reign  of  Valen¬ 
tinian  III.  the  Romans  out  of  Com¬ 
panion  fent  them  a  Legion,  which 
did  them  confiderabie  Service  for  the 
Time,  driving  back  the  Pitts  and 
Scots  to  their  own  Country ;  yet  it 
was  foon  recalled,  the  Roman  Com¬ 
mander  plainly  telling  them  that 
hereafter  they  were  to  expeft  no 
farther  Afliftance  from  the  Emperor, 
and  exhorting  them  to  provide  for 
their  own  Defence.  Thus  ended  the  - — 
Jurifdidlion  of  the  R omans  in  Bri-^y 
tain ,  464  Years  after  Julius  C ajar’s 
firft  Invafion,  367  after  they  got 
Poffeflion  under  Claudius,  and  about  * 

330  alter  Agricola  extended  their 
Conquefts  under  VeJ'paJian  and  his 
Son  Titus.  The  Britons,  from  the 
Time  of  their  Subjeftion  to  the 
Roman  Yoke,  are  to  be  confidered 
as  a  mixt  People,  many  Roman  Fa¬ 
milies  and  other  Foreigners  coming 
over,  and  incorporating  themlelves 
with  the  Natives. 

Chriftianity  had  been  generally 
received  in  Britain  long  before  the  Mf" 
Romans  left  it.  Many  Churches 
were  built.  Many  fuffered  Martyr¬ 
dom,  of  whom  St.  Alhqn  was  the  . — H 
firft,  in  the  l’erfecution  under.  Dio- 
clejan.  But  both  Clergy  and  Lairy 
foon  became  very  corrupt  in  their 
Manners,  to  which  Gildas  and  Bede 
aferibe  the  terrible  Calamities  that 
afterwards  befel  them. 

For 


*  ^  <  *  trt  r)  _ 

1 <rr,_>  {  2f.  4.4#.  ) 


The  Saxons  in  Britain, 


12 

For  a  Conclufion  of  this  Period, 
I  ihall  obferve,  that  whilF  the  Ro¬ 
mans  continued  Mailers  of  Britain, 
they  made  feveral  publick  Ways,  the 
Remains  of  which  are  Fill  to  be 
ieen,  <uiz.  the  Via  Vetelingiana,  now 


called  Watling-Jlreet ;  Via  Icenorum , 
or  Ikenild-ftreei  ;  Erming-Jirect ,  and 
the  Fofs-tVay' ;  two  of  which  ran 
through  the  Breadth,  and  two  through 
the  Length  of  that  Part  of  the  Iiland 
which  was  lubjeft  to  the  Romans. 


The  Arrival  of  the  Saxons,  and  their  Settlement  in  Britain. 


UPON  the  Romans  quitting  the 
Iiland,  the  Riels  and  Scots  be¬ 
gan  to  harrafs  the  Britons  with  more 
Fury  than  ever.  They  attacked  Se~ 
rverus’s  Wall,  that  had  been  repaired, 
broke  it  down  in  feveral  Places,  and 
made  frequent  Inroads  upon  their 
Neighbours,  who  were  forced  by  this 
Means  to  abandon  Part  of  their 
Country,  and  retire  farther  fouth- 
ward.  At  laft  the  poor  Britains  fued 
for  Peace,  which  they  obtained  upon 
very  hard  Terms ;  for  all  the  Coun¬ 
try  North  of  the  Humber  was  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Pids  and  Scots, 
who  accordingly  took  Poffeffion  of 
it ;  and  fome  Time  after  taking  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Difcords  and  Divi- 
fions  among  the  Britons,  occafioned 
by  the  Contentions  among  their  fe¬ 
veral  petty  Kings  cr  Leaders,  they 
broke  the  Treaty,  and  palling  the 
Humber,  laid  wale  the  Country  in  a 
terrible  Manner.  In  this  melancho¬ 
ly  Situation  the  Britons  once  more 
lent  to  the  Romans  humbly  to  im¬ 
plore  their  AffiFance,  but  in  vain, 
the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  not  per¬ 
mitting  it.  In  this  Extremity  the  mi- 
ferable  Britons  refolve  to  eledt  a  Mo¬ 
narch,  as  the  beF  Means  to  unite  them 
and  heal  their  Diviiions,  that  they 
might  the  more  unanimcuFy  turn 
their  whole  Force  againF  the  com¬ 
mon  Enemy.  But  this  had  not  the 
defined  Effeft,  the  petty  Kings  Fill 
.contending  for  the  Sovereignty.  At 
AA5  NF,  about  the  Year  445,  Vortigern, 
Count  or  King  of  the  Danmcnii, 
f/ho  was  the  moF  powerful,  as  well 


as  the  moF  ambitious,  was  chofen  ; 
and  by  his  Advice,  the  Britons  at 
length  agreed  upon  an  Expedient 
which  in  the  End  proved  their  De- 
Frudtion.  This  was  to  call  in  the 
warlike  Saxons,  a  People  of  Ger¬ 
many,  to  their  Aid  againF  the  Bids 
and  Scots. 

Purfuant  to  this  Refolution,  Am- 
baffadors  were  fent  over,  and  Witi- 
gifil,  the  Saxon  General,  having  con¬ 
vened  an  Affembly  to  hear  what  they 
had  to  fay ;  it  was  agreed  to  grant 
them  9000  Men,  and  Hengift  and 
Horfa,  the  Sons  of  Witigijil,  were 
appointed  to  command  them.  How¬ 
ever,  at  firF  they  only  Flipped  off 
Part  of  the  Number,  who  arrived, 
in  the  Year  449,  under  the  Conduct 
of  the  two  Brothers  above  mentioned, 
at  Ebbesjieet  in  the  IFe  of  Fhanet  in 
Kent,  and  were  immediately  put  in 
Poffeffion  of  that  IF, nd,  which  had 
before  been  agreed  upon.  The  Rids 
and  Scots  were  by  this  Time  advan¬ 
ced  as  far  as  Stamford  in  Lincolnfbire , 
and  the  Saxons,  after  having  a  little 
refrefhed  themfelves,  marched  againF 
them  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  they 
forced  them  to  retire  by  Degrees  into 
their  own  Country. 

It  muF  be  obkrved,  that  though 
the  wretched  Condition  of  the  Bri¬ 
tons  made  them  agree  to  Rerlignn  s 
Propofal  of  calling  in  the  Saxons,  yet 
his  chief  View  in  it  was  to  eFablilh 
his  own  Power,  and  to  feenre  him- 
felf  from  any  Defigns  that  might 
be  formed  againF  him,  either  by 
tbofe  who  were  diffatished  with  his 

Govern- 
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Government,  or  were  ambitious  of 
raifing  themfclves  to  the  fame  fu- 
preme  Authority.  Hence  he  ufed 
all  his  Arts  to  win  over  the  Saxons 
to  his  Side,  and  allowed  them  fuch 
Advantages  as  at  laft  made  his  Coun¬ 
trymen  fufpicious  of  him,  and  ap¬ 
prehend  that  what  was  defigned  by 
them  for  their  Deliverance  from  their 
Enemies,  the  Bids  and  Scots,  might 
end  in  their  Ruin  by  thefe  new 
Comers,  to  whom  Vortigern  had  al¬ 
ready  given  fome  Lands  in  Lincoln- 
Jhire.  On  the  other  Hand,  Hengiji 
began  to  hope,  from  the  Weaknefs 
of  the  Britons ,  that  he  lhould  be 
able  to  procure  a  Settlement  in  the 
Iiland,  and  to  this  End  endeavoured 
to  make  his  Advantage  of  the  Fears 
and  Ambition  of  Vortigern,  and  fo 
w  rought  upon  him,  by  reprefenting 
the  Danger  he  was  in  from  the  Dif- 
affeCtion  of  his  Subjects,  as  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  fend  over  for  the  reft 
of  the  Saxons  that  were  defigned  for 
Britain.  Accordingly  they  arrived 
the  next  Year  in  fixteen  large  Veftels, 
and  with  them  Efcus  the  eldeft  Son, 
and  Ronxena,  the  Niece  of  Hengiji. 

Upon  this  Vortigern  grew  more 
abfolute  and  haughty  towards  his 
Subjects,  and  he  and  Hengiji  entered 
into  a  ftriCt  Friendlhip,  as  each  flood 
in  need  of  the  other  to  accomplilh 
his  particular  Views.  But  they  dif¬ 
fered  in  this,  that  whereas  Vortigern 
was  a  weak  Prince,  and  eafily  delu¬ 
ded,  Hengiji  was  lharp-ftghted,  and 
made  the  Monarch’s  Weaknefs  in 
eveiy  Thing  fubfervient  to  his  De- 
figns.  Finding  Vortigern  was  of  an 
amorous  Difpofition,  he  contrived  an 
Interview  between  him  and  his  Niece, 
the  beautiful  Rozvena  ;  with  whofe 
Charms  being  fmitten,  he  refolved 
to  marry  her,  and  to  that  End  di¬ 
vorced  his  former  Wife,  and  com¬ 
plied  fo  far  as  to  give  Hengiji  and 
JlorJ'a  the  entire  Sovereignty  of 
Kent,  with  Leave  to  people  it  with 
Saxons. 


in  Britairt. 

The  Britons  murmured  in  vain 
againft  thefe  Proceedings,  Vortigern 
and  Hengiji  being  refolved  to  ftand 
by  each  other ;  and  the  crafty  Saxon, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled 
to  cope  with  them,  and  even  at  laft 
to  aft  without  Vortigern,  fo  wrought 
upon  his  Fears  and  Jealoufies,  that 
he  confented  to  the  bringing  over 
more  Saxon  Forces,  who,  in  452, 
arrived  in  great  Numbers  under  the 
Command  of  Oda,  Brother  to  Hen¬ 
giji,  who  brought  his  Son  EbuJ'a 
along  with  him,  and  fettled  them- 
felves  in  the  North.  Hengiji  had 
now  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Bri¬ 
tons,  and  began  to  fhew  lefs  Refpecl 
to  Vortigern ,  fending  for  continual 
Supplies  from  Germany  without  afk- 
ing  his  Leave.  And  now  having 
brought  Matters  to  bear,  he  com¬ 
plained  that  the  Saxon  Soldiers  were 
not  paid  according  to  the  Agree¬ 
ment,  demanded  their  Arrears,  and 
threatened  to  do  himfelf  Juftice  if 
they  were  not  fpeedily  paid. 

The  Britons  now,  tho’  late,  were 
efFeftually  roufed  out  of  their  Le¬ 
thargy  ;  and  perhaps  it  had  not  been 
too  late,  if  they  could  have  agreed 
among  themfelves  better  than  they 
had  done  ever  fince  they  had  been  a 
People  :  But  all  their  Efforts  for 
freeing  themfelves  from  their  foreign 
Enemies,  were  unhappily  defeated, 
as  had  all  along  been  the  Cafe,  by 
their  own  inteftine  Divifions.  Their 
hrft  Struggle  with  the  Saxons,  whom 
now  they  plainly  faw,  under  the 
Pretence  of  friendly  Auxiliaries,  to 
have  a  Defign  of  eftabliihing  them¬ 
felves  in  their  Country,  was  under 
Vortimer,  eldeft  Son  to  Vortigern. 
Their  Bufinefs  was  now  to  endeavour 
to  drive  out  as  Enemies,  thofe  whom 
they  had  invited  over  as  Friends  ; 
and  in  the  firft  Battle,  which  was 
fought  in  455,  and  in  which  Horfa 
was  flain,  they  are  faid  to  have  got 
the  better  of  the  Saxons,  and  in  the 
next  to  have  loft  all  again.  At  length 


AS* 


1 4  q'fe  Saxon 

Ambroftus ,  who  was  of  Roman  Ex¬ 
traction,  was  by  a  great  Party  fet 
up  as  their  Leader ;  but  here  enfued 
a  Civil  War  between  his  Party  and 
Vortimer  s,  in  which  the  Britons  mi- 
ferably  harraffed  one  another,  whilft 
the  Saxons  made  their  Advantage  of 
thefe  Divifions,  and  grew  Wronger 
and  ftronger,  having  at  the  fame 
Time  ftruck  up  a  Peace  with  the 
Bids,  the  more  effedtually  to  annoy 
the  Britons.  However,  after  a  twen¬ 
ty  Years  War,  at  the  End  of  which 
Vortimer  died,  both  Sides  were  in¬ 
clined  to  Peace,  which  was  con- 
47^  eluded  in  475,  on  Condition  each 
Party  fhould  keep  what  they  had 
got.  For  it  mult  be  noted,  that 
the  Britons  by  this  Time  became 
expert  in  War,  and  by  long  Exer- 
cile  had  learnt  of  their  Enemies  the 
Saxons,  the  military  Art,  which  the 
Romans  had  endeavoured  to  make 
them  forget :  And  fo  they  became 
at  laft  a  Match  for  the  Saxons,  and 
would  certainly  have  got  the  better 
of  them,  if  their  Civil  Broils,  and 
the  Saxons  being  continually  rein¬ 
forced  from  Germany,  had  not  pre¬ 
vented  it. 

The  Peace  continued  not  long. 
Hengijl  could  not  relifh  being  dif- 
appointed  in  his  Defign  of  making 
himfelf  Mailer  of  Britain,  and  there¬ 
fore,  finding  himfelf  not  able  as  yet 
to  accomplish  it  by  Force  of  Arms, 
hadrecourfe  toTreachery.  Hecaufed 
300  Britijh  Nobles  to  be  affaffinated 
and  murdered,  whom  he  had  invited 
to  an  Entertainment,  whilft  Friend- 
fhip  feemed  to  fubfift  between  the 
two  Nations.  This  made  the  Bri¬ 
tons  hate  the  Saxons  more  than  ever, 
and  a  War  foon  enfued,  in  which  the 
Britons  firft  under  Ambrojius,  and  then 
under  the  famous  Arthur,  (of  whom 
fo  many  romantick  Stories  are  told, 
that  fome  have  queftioned  whether 
ever  there  was  any  fuch  Perfon)  ob¬ 
tained  many  fignal  Victories  over  the 
Saxons;  but  the  Misfortune  was,  that 
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the  Britons  were  wafted  and  dim!- 
nilhed  by  this  long  War,  and  the 
Saxons  were  continually  recruited  by 
the  coming  over  of  vaft  Numbers  of 
their  Nation,  and  of  Jutes  and  An¬ 
gles,  who  with  the  Saxons  made  as 
it  were  one  People  in  Germany,  as 
they  did  afterwards  in  Britain  ;  and 
were  all  together  commonly  called 
Saxons,  and  Anglo-Saxons.  By  this 
Means,  the  Britons  were  at  length, 
after  the  Death  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Princes,  who  both  fell  in  Bat¬ 
tle,  entirely  fubdued  ;  to  which  they 
not  a  little  contributed  by  their  own 
Diifentions,  occafioned  by  the  ambi¬ 
tious  Struggles  for  Pre  eminence  a- 
mong  their  Leaders.  The  Particu¬ 
lars  of  this  War  I  lhall  omit,  which 
are  very  confufedly  related  by  Hifto- 
rians ;  and  lhall  only  take  Notice  of 
fome  principal  Events,  and  how  the 
Saxons  were  from  Time  to  Time  re¬ 
inforced  from  Germany,  till  they  ob¬ 
tained  a  compleat  Settlement  in  this 
Illand. 

In  the  Year  477,  Ella,  a  Saxon  I\ 
General,  at  the  Invitation  of  Hen¬ 
gijl,  arrived  in  Britain,  with  his 
Sons  Baldulphus,  Colgrin  and  (  ijfa. 

He  landed  his  Troops  at  Whitering 
in  Suffix,  and  after  fome  Gppofition 
from  the  Britons,  fettled  them  by 
Degrees  along  the  fouthern  Coaft  ; 
and  fo  they  were  called  Sud,  or  Soutb- 
Saxons,  and  their  Country  Suffex. 
Thofe  that  Hengijl  had  eftabiilhed 
in  the  Eaft,  were  called  Eajl-Saxons, 
and  their  Country  Effex  ;  and  the 
Country  between  thefe  two  was  term¬ 
ed  Middlefex.  Kent  retained  its  an- 
tient  Name,  which  was  perhaps  the 
only  one  the  Saxons  did  not  alter.  > 

Vortigern  being  purified  by  Ambro¬ 
jius,  as  an  enemy  to  his  Country, 
fled  to  a  Caftle  in  Wales,  where  be¬ 
ing  befieged,  the  Caftle  took  Fire, 
and  was  burnt  to  the  Ground,  and 
the  unhappy  Vortigern  perifhed  in 
the  Flames,  about  the  Year  485.  ^ 


In 
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\S.  Ia  the  Year  488,  the  famous  Htn- 
gifdatA,  agedaboutfixty-nine  Years, 
thirty-nine  of  which  he  had  palfed 
in  Britain,  and  the  lad  thirty-three 
as  King  of  Kent.  Soon  after,  Ella 
took  on  himfelf  the  Title  of  King  of 
Suffex,  or  of  the  South- Saxons. 

In  the  Year  495,  Cerdick,  another 
Saxon  General,  arrived  in  Britain, 
with  his  Son  Kenrick,  and  having 
firmly  fettled  himfelf,  after  many 
bloody  Battle*  for  the  Space  of  a- 
bove  twenty  Year?,  affumed  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  King  of  Weffex,  or  of  the 
Weji-Saxons,  which  Kingdom  at  laft 
became  the  Head  of  all  the  reft. 
From  him  were  defcended  the  Kings 
of  England,  in  the  Male  Line, 
down  to  Edward  the  Confeffor,  and 

rin  the  Female,  down  to  his  prelent 
Majefty.  fe*rfc  /&.  $*. 

I  In  501,  a  new  Reinforcement  of 
Saxons  came  over  from  Germany  un¬ 
der  the  Conduct  of  Porta.  And  not 
long  after,  the  Saxons  conlidering, 
that  whilft  their  Troops  were  di¬ 
vided,  they  run  the  Rilk  of  lofing 
in  one  Place  what  they  gained  in  an¬ 
other,  refolved  to  unite  all  their 
Forces,  the  better  to  withftand  the 
Progrefs  of  Arthur  ;  which  accord¬ 
ingly  they  did,  and  made  Cerdick 
General  of  the  whole  Army. 

In  514,  a  new  Supply  of  Saxon 
Troops  arrived  under  Stuff'  and 
Withgar,  Nephews  to  Cerdick.  And 
y  in.  527,  Erchenwin  afiumed  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  King  of  EJjex,  or  of  the  Eaji- 
S axons. 

About  this  Time,  great  Numbers 
of  Angles,  under  the  Conduit  of 
Ujfa,  and  eleven  other  Chiefs,  land¬ 
ed  fomewhere  on  the  eallern  C'oail 
of  Britain,  where  continually  gain¬ 
ing  Ground,  and  fending  for  frelh 
Colonies  from  Germany,  they  at 
length  founded  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Eaji-  Angles. 

\q  In  the  Year  530,  Cerdick  attacked 
and  conquered  the  Ijle  of  Wight, 
cruelly  deftroying  almoit  all  the  In¬ 


habitants.  And  not  long  after,  he 
fent  into  Germany  to  invite  over  ail 
who  had  a  mind  to  come  and  fettle 
in  his  Kingdom  :  Accordingly  800 
Veftels  arrived  in  his  Ports,  on  boaid 
of  which  were  vaft  Numbers  of 
Saxons  and  Jutes  with  their  Fami¬ 
lies,  who  feated  themfelves  in  his 
Territories,  in  the  Room  of  theiJr/- 
tons  whom  he  had  expelled. 

In  534,  Cerdick  .died,  fixteen  ^3-4 
Years  after  his  Coronation,  and 
thirty- nine  after  his  Arrival  in  Bri¬ 
tain. 

After  Arthur  %  Death,  the  dif- 
mayed  Britons  had  neither  Courage 
nor  Power  to  defend  themfelves, 
upon  which  great  Numbers  of  Peo¬ 
ple  refolved  to  go  over  and  fettle  in 
Britain.  Ida,  and  Angle,  according¬ 
ly  arrived,  with  a  great  many  of  his 
Countrymen,  who  landed  in  Ycrk- 
Jhire  among  the  Northumbrian  Sax¬ 
ons,  and  were  received  by  them  as 
Friends  :  And  Ida  finding  they  were 
willing  to  obey  him,  got  himfelf 
acknowledged  by  them  as  well  as  by 
thofe  he  brought  over  with  him. 

King  of  Northumberland,  fo  called 
becaufe  it  lay  North  of  the  Humber. 

He  died  in  the  Year  559,  after  a 
Reign  of  twelve  Years,  and  after  his 
Death  the  Kingdom  of  Northumber¬ 
land  was  divided  into  two  Paits, 

Bernicia  to  the  North,  and  Deira  to 
the  South. 

Keuulin,  the  third  King  of  the 
Wef-Saxons,  being  an  ambitious 
Prince,  formed  Defigns  of  enlarg¬ 
ing  his  Dominions,  and  in  order  to 
effeft  it,  turned  his  Armsagainft  his 
Countrymen,  and  began  the  firll 
Civil  War  among  the  Saxons  ;  v 
the  Britons  might  have  impi 
very  much  to  their  Advantage,  1 
they  have  been  united,  and 
their  Chiefs  had  more  Regard  to  the 
publick,  than  their  own  private  ln- 
tereft. 

About  this  Time  lived  Gildas,  a 
Monk  of  Banger,  who  wrote  a  Trea- 

tile. 
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ti fc,  entitled,  De  Excidio  Britannia, 
Oft’be  DeJiruSion  of  Britain ;  where¬ 
in  he  boldiv  cenfures  the  Brit  if 
Pii’nces  in  his  Time,  ztiz.  thole  who 
after  the  Death  of  Arthur  civiaed 
the  Coontrv  into  feveral  petty  States. 
g-r  i  In  the  Year  57:,  Ufa  took  the 
Title  of  King  of  the  bajl-Ar.gits. 

Ktcslin  havmg  broaght  tne  Kings 
of  Kent,  EJJhx,  and  SuJJex  to  fubimt 
to  him,  turned  his  Anns  again  ft  the 
BAtcns,  and  in  a  feven  Years  War 
extremely  weakened  them. 

The  poor  Britons  were  now  at 
the  lair  Gsfp,  2nd  their  utter  De- 
itxccuon  feemed  to  be  at  hand.  In 
this  Extremity  they  applied  to  the 
Scots  for  their  A  finance,,  who  ac¬ 
cordingly  joined  them,  are  in  the 
firii  Battle  beat  Keau-i As  Arm  ;  but 
in  the  lecond  were  eon  rely  defeated 
in  their  Turn,  the  Scots  being 
obliged  to  retire  into  their  own 
Country,  and  the  ditirefled  Britons 
left  to  Clift  for  tf.emleives. 

To  compleat  their  RlIh,  in  the 
+&4  Year  584  Cria'a  arrived  w  ith  a  larger 
Fleet  than  ar.  that  had  before  come 
from  Germany,  bringing  oyer  a  vail 
Number  of  Aug  ...  Hs  advanced 
towards  the  Middle  of  the  Xiiand, 
driving  the  Antons  before  him 


wherever  he  came ;  ar.d  out  of  his 
Conq.  eics  founded  the  Kingdom  of 
the  ii iiddle  Angles,  or  Mercians,  lar¬ 
ger  than  any  of  the  others. 

The  Bnt  or.  s  now  took  to  their  I  ail 
Rctuce,  which  was  to  retreat  into 
Cambria,  w  here  they  remain  to  this 
Day,  which  the  Saxons  called  Wal- 
-Li  that  is,  Gaulijb-Land,  as 
fuppoijng  the  Britons  to  be  of  Gau- 
lijb  Extraction,  as  verv  p-obab  v 
they  were ;  and  which  the  Etsglijh 
now  cal;  Wales,  a  Country  defend' 
ec  by  Nature,  and  wr.ich  was  after¬ 
wards  divided  into  f-veral  petty 
Kingdoms.  But  this  fmali  Part  of 
the  liland  net  being  fuficien:  for 

0 

luch  Numbers  of  Families,  a  great 
many  fled  beyend  the  Seas,  and 
others  became  Slaves  to  the  Saxons 
for  a  miferabie  Subllltence. 

d  hus  the  Saxons,  Jutes,  and  An¬ 
gles,  or  as  they  are  all  together  called 
Anglo  Saxons,  obtained  a  ccmpleai 
Settlemeht  in  the  ICand,  after  a  War 
of  about  130  Years,  and  with  one 
Con  fen  t  gave  the  Name  of  England, 
that  is,  the  Land  oj  the  Angles,  to 
the  feven  Kingdoms  they  had  eita- 
biilbed,  of  which  I  dial!  next  give 
lome  Account. 


Of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy. 


BEFORE  I  proceed,  l  lhall 
obferve,  that  the  Hand  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  divided  into  fe.eral  Kingdoms, 
was  now  po/ietfed  by  four  different 
Nations,  thefe  were,  1.  The  Bri¬ 
tons  or  Weijrs ,  under  w  hom  are  com- 
prifed,  all  thofe  Foreigners,  whether 
Romans  or  others,  fettled  in  the  Hand 
Cnee  the  Reign  of  Claudius,  and  after¬ 
wards  incorporated  with  the  Natives 
fo  as  to  make  one  People  w  ith  teem. 
After  the  Eaablilhment  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  thefe  Briton:  were  confined 
to  Cumbria  or  Wales,  and  the  &ef- 


tern  Part  of  Danmonium,  i.  e.  Corn - 
nsjall ;  and  henceforward,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Hiitoiy  of  England,  are 
only  to  be  conndered  as  a  neighbou  - 
ing  Nation.  2.  The  Bids,  who  in¬ 
habited  the  EaCPart  of  what  is  now 
called  Scotland.  3.  The  Scots,  w  ho 
inhabited  the  Weliern  Part.  4.  The 
it  axons.  Angles,  and  Jutes,  ^11  com¬ 
prehended  under  the  Name  of  the 
Englijh ,  who  now  had  all  the  South¬ 
ern  Part  of  Britain,  from  the  Chan¬ 
nel  to  Se-verus’ s  Wall,  and  a  littie 
be'  or.d,  towards  the  E all.  This  was 

divided 
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divided  into  feven  Kingdoms,  thence 
called  the  Heptarchy ,  of  which  the 
Saxons  and  Jutes  had  thofe  of  Kent, 
EJfex,  SuJJex ,  and  Wejfex ;  the  An¬ 
gles,  thole  of  Mercia  and  Eajt-An- 
glia ;  and  the  Saxons  and  Angles  to¬ 
gether,  that  of  Northumberland. 

Thefe  feven  Kingdoms,  though  fo 
many  diftindl,  independent  Sove¬ 
reignties,  yet  were  in  feme  Refpedls 
united  into  one  Body  or  State  ;  the 
Bond  of  which  Union  was  their  Ge¬ 
neral  in  Chief,  or  Monarch,  as  he  is 
called,  chofen  by  the  unanimous 
Confent  of  all  the  feven  Kingdoms. 
They  had  alfo  their  Wittenagemot , 
or  AJfembly  of  Wife  Men,  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  Affairs  of  the  Heptarchy 
in  general ;  and  befides  this,  each 
Kingdom  had  its  Convention,  for 
managing  its  own  particular  Con¬ 
cerns.  So  that  the  Heptarchical  Go¬ 
vernment  was  fomewhat  like  that  of 
the  United  Provinces  ;  and  the  Chief, 
or  Monarch,  feems  to  have  refembled 
a  Dutch  Stadtholder. 

No  Hiftory,  perhaps,  is  more  con- 
fufed,  uncertain  and  cefedtive,  than 
that  of  the  Heptarchy.  The  Ac¬ 
counts  are  to  be  had  only  from 
Monkilh  Writers,  whole  Bufinefs  was 
purely  to  give  a  Hiftory  of  Mona- 
fteries  founded  in  this  Period,  of  the 
Affairs  of  the  Church,  and  how  ter¬ 
ribly  both  Church  and  Monafteries 
fuffered  from  Pagan  Ravagers.  "  [  is 
on  this  Account  that  they  relate  the 
Wars  of  thefe  Times,  which  they 
do  without  any  Order  or  Method, 
and  deferibe  them  more  like  the  fa- 
vage  Encounters  of  wild  Bealls  than 
of  Men;  and  they  mention  other 
Affairs,  only  occalionally,  for  the 
=*  Sake  of  their  favourite  Point  the 
Monafteries,  fo  that  no  Perfpicuity 
or  Regularity  is  to  be  expended,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  Civil  or  Military  Tranf- 
aftions  of  thefe  Times.  Inllead, 
therefore,  of  raking  into  this  Heap 
of  Rubbilh,  I  lhall  content  myfelf 
with  giving  the  Extent,  Boundaries, 


Duration,  &c.  of  thefe  feven  King¬ 
doms,  and  relating  a  few  principal 
Occurrences.  And  by  this  Means  I 
lhall  have  more  Room,  in  the  nar¬ 
row  Compafs  I  have  preferibed  to 
myfelf,  for  Things  of  greater  ^Cer¬ 
tainty  and  Importance.  ^ 

The  Kingdom  of  Kent, ^contain¬ 
ing  no  more  than  that  County,  was 
the  firit  that  was  founded,  being 
about  60  Miles  long  and  30  broad. 
It  had  the  Sea  to  the  South  and 
Eaft,  the  Thames  to  the  North,  and 
the  Kingdom  of  Sujfex  to  the  Weft. 
It  began  in  455,  under  Hengift,  and 
ended  under  Baldred,  the  17th  King, 
in  whofe  Reign  being  conquered  by 
Egbert,  it  became  a  Province  to  the 
PUngdom  of  Weffex,  about  the  Year 
825.  The  Kingdom  of  Kent  made 
but  little  Figure  in  the  Heptarchy , 
except  in  the  Reign  of  Hengift  the 
firft  King,  and  Ethelbert,  who  was 
the  fifth,  a  very  powerful  Prince, 
and  remarkable  for  being  the  firft 
King  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  who  em¬ 
braced  Chriftianity  ;  towards  which 
his  Marriage  with  Britba,  Daughter 
of  the  King  of  Paris,  who  was  a 
Chriftian,  contributed  not  a  little ; 
and  Pope  Gregory  I.  laying  hold  of 
this  Opportunity,  fent  over  forty 
Benedictine  Monks,  with  Aufiin  at 
their  Head,  who  by  their  Preach¬ 
ing  firft  converted  the  King  and  fe- 
veral  of  his  principal  Subjects,  and 
afterwards  Numbers  of  other  Sax¬ 
ons.  This  was  in  the  Year  598. 
But  it  mull  be  noted,  that  Chri¬ 
ftianity  was  then  greatly  corrupted. 
It  was  planted  here  among  our  Saxon 
Anceftors  by  thefe  Miftionaries,  with 
all  thole  fuperftitious  Corruptions 
with  which  it  had  been  mixed,  and 
particularly  a  vaft  Veneration  for 
Monafteries  and  the  monaftick  Life. 
In  about  fixty  Years  after  the  Arri¬ 
val  of  Aujlin,  all  England  was  con¬ 
verted,  the  Kingdom  of  Mercia  be¬ 
ing  the  laft  that  embraced  the  new 
Religion,  but  not  by  the  Preaching 
C  of 
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of  Aujiin.  And  thus  the  Saxons,  of 
grofs  Idolaters,  became  not  very 
pure  Chriilians.  This  Aujiin  was 
the  firft  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  ; 
and  though  he  has  run  away  with  all 
the  Honour  of  converting  the  Eng- 
lijh  Nation,  yet  the  Progrefs  he  made 
was  not  fo  confiderable  as  has  been 
imagined;  the  Scotch  Monks  of  St.  Co- 
lumba  having  as  great  a  Share  in  the 
Work  as  he  and  his  Companions. 
'../uj/HfiC  The  Kingdom  of  SuJJ'cx,  or  the 
■yoJ^Aa/  South-Saxons,  began  under  Elia  in 
491.  About  the  Year  590,  Keaulin, 
King  of  WeJJex,  got  Poifeffion  of  it. 
After  this  they  made  feveral  At¬ 
tempts  to  regain  their  Liberty,  and 
were  fometimes  fuccefsful,  but  as 
often  reduced  by  the  Weji-Saxon 
Kings;  till  at  lair,  about  the  Year 
760,  this  Kingdom  was  fo  entirely 
iubdued,  that  it  was  ever  afcer  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  Province  of  Wejfex.  It 
contained  only  the  two  Counties  of 
j^SuJJex  and  Surrey,  being  not  above 
50  Miles  long  and  40  broad.  It 
was  bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
' Thames ,  on  the  South  by  the  Sea, 
on  the  Eall  by  the  Kingdom  of  Kent, 
and  on  the  Welt  by  WeJJex.  Adel- 
‘walcb  was  the  firft  King  of  this  lit¬ 
tle  Kingdom  who  embraced  the 
Chriftian  Religion. 

The  third  Kingdom  in  order  of 
3lOeJ)tX,  Time  was  that  of  WeJJex,  or  the 
^  -  K  Weji-Saxons,  which  began  under  Cer- 
dick,  in  519,  and  ended  only  as  a 
leparate  Kingdom  under  Egbert,  who 
began  his  Reign  in  the  /ear  800, 
and  about  twenty-feven  Years  after 
compleated  the  Dilfolution  of  the 
Heptarchy,  by  reducing  all  the  other 
Kingdoms  to  his  Obedience,  and  be¬ 
coming  Mailer  of  the  Whole.  It 
was,  as  appears  from  hence,  one  of 
the  molt  powerful  of  the  feven 
Kingdoms,  containing  the  Counties 
of  Devon,  Dorjet,  Somerfet,  Wilts, 
Berks,  and  Southampton ;  the  IJe  of 
Wight  being  alfo  dependent  on  it. 
It  was  fituate  South  of  the  ‘Thames, 
in  Breadth  about  feventy  Miles,  and 
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in  Length  150,  from  SuJJex  to  Corn- 
avail.  As  Northumberland  and  Mer¬ 
cia  were  the  two  other  Kingdoms 
that  exceeded  the  reft  in  Grandeur 
and  Power,  there  were  long  and  fre¬ 
quent  Contefts  between  thefe  three 
Kingdoms  which  fhould  be  Head 
over  all  the  reft,  till  at  laft  WeJJex 
prevailed,  as  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned.  Cinigifl,  who  was  the  fixth 
King,  was  the  firft  Chriftian  King 
of  this  Kingdom,  who  embraced  that 
Religion  in  635.  Ina  was  not  only  Jot 
one  of  the  molt  famous  Kings  of 
WeJJex,  but  of  the  whole  Heptarchy . 

He  made  a  Body  of  Laws,  entitled, 
Weft -Saxon  Leaga,  which  ferved  as 
a  rough  Draught  to  Alfred  the  Great. 
About  727  he  laid  a  Tax  of  a  Penny  72J 
on  every  Family  in  WeJJex  and  SuJ- 
j’ex,  to  be  fent  yearly  to  Rome,  un¬ 
der  the  Name  of  Rome-Scot ;  as 
fome  Time  after,  OJfa,  King  of  Ojfi 
Mercia,  laid  the  fame  on  Mercia  and 
E aft-  Anglia,  calling  it  Peter  Pence 
becaufe  it  was  to  be  paid  on  the  Ho¬ 
liday  of  St.  Peter  ad  vincula,  Aug.  1 .  — 
This  Tax  was  only  for  the  Support^ 
of  a  College  at  Rome,  founded  by  I 
Ina  for  the  Education  of  Englijb  f 
Youth  ;  tho’  in  Procefs  of  Time  the  j 
Popes  claimed  it  as'  a  Tribute  due  1 
to  St.  Peter  and  his  Succeftbrs.  Ina 
at  laft  quitted  his  Crown  and  turned 
Monk,  which  was  deemed  a  Mark 
of  extraordinary  Piety  in  thofe  Days, 
and  was  pradtifed  by  many  Kings 
and  great  Men.  In  the  Reign  of 
Brithrick ,  Egbert's  immediate  Pre- 
decelfor,  the  banes  made  their  firft 
Defcent  on  the  Kingdom  of  WeJJex , 
about  the  Year  790;  of  whom  we  *](j 
lhall  hear  more  hereafter. 

The  Kingdom  of  EJJex,  or  of  the 
Eaft  -Saxons,  was  bounded  on  the  " 
North  by  Eaf -Anglia,  on  the  Eall 
by  the  German  Ocean,  on  the  South 
by  the  Thames,  and  on  the  Welt  by 
Mercia.  Its  greateft  Length  was  63 
Miles,  and  its  greateft  Bieadth  38, 
containing  the  Counties  of  EJJex  and 

Middlejex, 
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Middlefex,  and  Part  of  Hertfordjhire . 
It  began  under  Erchennvin,  in  527, 
and  was  at  laft  conquered  by  Egbert , 
the  Weji-  Saxon,  foon  after  he  had  con¬ 
quered  Kent.  Sabert,  the  third  King, 
was  the  firft  Chriftian  King  of 
The  Kingdom  of  Nortbumber- 
land,  or  of  the  Northumbrians,  con¬ 
tained  the  Counties  of  Lancajier, 
Cumberland,  Wefhnoreland,  Northum¬ 
berland,  York,  and  Durham ;  its 
greateft  Length  160  Miles,  and 
greatefl  Breaath  60.  It  was  bound¬ 
ed  on  the  South  by  the  Humber,  on 
the  Weft  by  the  Irijh  Sea,  on  the 
North  by  the  Country  of  the  Pi£ls 
and  Scots,  and  on  the  Eaft  by  the 
German  Ocean.  It  began  under  Ida 

V  in  547,  and  was  the  laft  Kingdom 
that  fnbmitted  to  Egbert,  who  put 
an  End  to  the  Heptarchy,  about  the 

'XyYear  827.  Northumberland  being  di- 

•  vided  into  two  Kingdoms  after  the 
Death  of  Ida,  viz.  Bernicia  and  Dei- 
ra,  there  were  frequent  Quarrels  be¬ 
tween  them.  Edvjin,  a  powerful 
Prince,  was  the  firft  Chriftian  King 
of  Northumberland.  Adelfrtd  his  Pre- 

—  deceftor,  in  613,  maftacred  1200 
Mrmks  of  Bangor,  and  deftroyed 
thit  famous  Monaftery,  having  ob¬ 
tained  aftgnal  Victory  over  the  Weljh 
near  Ckefter.  After  this,  Penda  King 
of  Mercia,  and  Cad-wallow  King  of 
Wales,  joining  together  againft  the 
Northumbrians,  exceedingly  diftrefled 
and  harrafted  them.  Ojhvald  was  a 
Prince  of  great  Character,  and  re¬ 
united  the  two  Kingdoms  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  ;  he  was  afterwards  flain 
in  Battle,  and  h:s  Body  inhumanly 
treated  by  Penda,  at  Oftweftre  in 
Shropjhire.  Bede,  a  Saxon  Monk  and 
Priert,  having  wrote  an  Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory  of  England  from  the  Coming- 
in  of  the  Saxons  to  the  Year  731, 
dedicated  it  to  Ceolulph  King  of 
Northumberland,  at  whole  Requeft 
he  wrote  it. 

:  The  fixth  Kingdom  was  that  of 

*  Eaft-Anglia,  founded  by  Uffa  in 
57 1.  It  contained  the  two  Coun¬ 


ties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  Part 
of  Cambridge/hire ;  bounded  on  the 
North  by  the  Humber,  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  Ocean,  on  the  Eaft  by  the  fame 
Ocean,  on  the  South  by  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Effex,  and  on  the  Weft  by 
Mercia-,  its  greateft  Length  80  Miles, 
and  greateft  Breadth  55.  Redcvsald » 
a  moft  famous  Prince,  was  the  firft 
Chriftian  King,  but  Chriftianity  was 
afterwards  more  firmly  re-eftablilhed 
in  Eaft-Anglia  by  Sigebert,  about 
the  Year  640.  Offa  King  of  Mer¬ 
cia  put  King  Ethelbert  to  Death,  in 
order  to  feize  his  Kingdom,  in  7 92  ; 
after  which,  Eaft-Anglia  and  Mer¬ 
cia  made  but  one  Kingdom,  and  at 
laft  both  together  became  fubjedt  to 
Egbert.  f 

The  Kingdom  of  Mercia  was  the  y./ncrcUu 
feventh  and  laft  that  was  founded, 
and  was  fo  called  from  the  Saxon 
Word  Merk,  a  Bound,  becauie  it 
ferved  as  a  Boundary  to  all  the  other 
Kingdoms.  It  was  the  largeft  of 
the  Heptarchy,  being  160  Miles  long, 
and  about  100  broad;  containing  the 
Counties  of  Lincoln, Nottingham,  Der¬ 
by,  Rutland,  heicefter,  Huntingdon , 

Stafford,  W arvoick,  Northampton,  Ox¬ 
ford,  Buckingham,  Bedford,  Part  of 
Hertfordjhire,  and  Part  of  Gloucefter- 
Jhire,  Worcefterjhire,  Salop,  and  Chs- 
Jhire.  It  was  bounded  on  the  North 
by  the  Humber,  which  parted  it  from 
Northumberland,  on  the  Weft  by  the 
Severn,  beyond  which  were  the  Bri¬ 
tons  or  Weljh-,  on  the  South  by  the 
Thames  which  divided  it  from  the 
Kingdoms  of  Kent,  Suffex,  and  W ef¬ 
fex  ;  on  the  Eaft  by  the  Kingdoms 
of  Effex  and  Eaft-Anglia.  It  vva3  cf  1  p 
founded  by  Grida  in  585,  and  con-^M*^' 
tinued  till  Egbert  get  Pofteftion  cf 
it,  and  confequentiy  of  Eaft-Anglia. 

Penda,  the  fourth  King  of  Mercia, 
was  of  a  moft  reftlefs  Temper,  and 
gave  great  Difturbance  to  feveral 
Kings  of  Northumberland,  as  alfo  to 
the  Kings  of  W effex  and  Eaft-Anglia. 

He  lived  and  died  a  Pagan,  but  his 
C  z  Son 
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Son  Pena,  whom  he  made  King  of 
Leieejier,  embraced  Chriftianity,  and 
brought  fome  Miflionaries  into  Mer¬ 
cia,  who  preached  with  good  Suc- 
cefs.  Offa  was  famous  on  feveral 
Accounts.  He  was  not  only  Mo¬ 
narch  or  Chief  of  the  Heptarchy , 
as  fome  one  of  the  feven  Kings  al¬ 
ways  was,  but  obtained  feveral  Vic¬ 
tories  over  the  neighbouring  Saxon 
Kings;  as  he  who  was  Monarch 
generally  was  ambitious  of  increafing 
his  Power,  and  enlarging  his  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  even  of  bringing  all  the 
other  Kingdoms  under  Subjection  to 
himfelf.  He  alfo  beat  the  Weljh, 
and  not  only  forced  them  to  abandon 
their  Conquefts  in  Mercia ,  but  Part 
of  their  own  Country  beyond  the 
Severn ,  which  Offa  peopled  with 
Englijh ;  and  to  prevent  them  from 
regaining  it,  he  threw  up  a  Rampart, 
defended  by  a  large  Ditch,  in  Length 
24  Miles,  from  the  Mouth  of  the 
Dee ,  to  the  Place  where  the  Wye 
falls  into  the  Severn ,  which  was 
called  Offa’s  Dyke.  But  this  Glory 
was  fullied  by  the  treacherous  Mur¬ 
der  of  Ethelbert,  King  of  E a ji- An¬ 
gles.  To  atone  for  which  he  got 
Alban  the  Britijh  Martyr  canonized  a 
Saint,  built  a  Church  and  Monaftery 
at  Verulam,  which  now  began  to  be 
called  St.  Alban  s,  and  was  very  libe¬ 
ral  to  the  Prielts  and  Monks,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuftom  of  atoning  for  the 
moll  flagitious  Crimes  in  thofe  Days. 

Thus  have  I  given  as  clear  and  dif- 
tinCt  an  Account  of  thefe  feven  Saxon 
Kingdoms  as  was  confident  with  my 
deflgned  Brevity,  till  they  were  all 
reduced  to  one  Monarchy  by  Egbert , 
King  of  the  Wejl-Saxons ,  who  is 
from  this  Time  to  be  confidered  as 
King  of  all  England.  The  Mer¬ 
cians,  Eajl- Angles,  and  Northumbri¬ 
ans,  preferved  indeed  a  Shadow  of 
Liberty,  and  v/ere  allowed  to  have 
their  own  Kings,  but  tributary  to 
Egbert.  I  have  ihewn  how  the  Pa¬ 
gan  Saxons,  after  having  extirpated 
Chriftianity  with  the  Britons ,  were 


themfelves  converted  to  it ;  but  the 
worft  of  it  was,  they  were  taught  with- 
it,  Obedience  to  the  Pope,  and  an 
unbounded  Veneration  for  Monafte- 
ries,  of  which  vaft  Numbers  were 
founded  during  this  Period.  And  in 
favour  of  thefe  Superftitions  a  great 
many  Miracles  were  pretended  to  be 
wrought,  of  which  Bede’s  Hiftory 
is  full,  he  being  very  credulous  in 
fuch  Matters.  The  Heptarchy,  if  we 
reckon  from  the  founding  of  Mercia , 
the  laft  of  the  feven  Kingdoms,  laft- 
ed  243  Years ;  from  the  Arrival  of 
Hengijl,  378.  The  Caufes  of  its 
Diflolution  were,  the  great  Inequa¬ 
lity  amongft  the  feven  Kingdoms ; 
the  Ambition  of  the  Monarchs,  who, 
as  their  Eleftion  was  commonly  pro¬ 
cured  by  Force,  were  always  defirous 
of  carrying  their  Prerogatives,  what¬ 
ever  they  were,  beyond  their  juft 
Bounds,  and  of  extending  their  Do¬ 
minions,  which  occafioned  almoft 
continual  Wars  between  the  feveral 
Kingdoms ;  the  inteftine  Divifions 
amongft  themfelves,  efpecially  in  the 
large  Kingdoms  of  Mercia  and  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  whofe  antient  Race  of 
Kings,  as  well  as  that  of  the  other 
Kingdoms,  except  Weffex,  being  ex- 
tinft,  the  Grandees  afpiring  to  tha 
Sovereignty  exceedingly  weakened 
the  refpedtive  States ;  and  laftly,  the 
fuperior  Genius  of  Egbert,  his  vaft 
Abilities,  and  great  Skill  in  Poli¬ 
ticks,  which  he  acquired,  or  very 
much  improved,  during  his  twelve 
Years  Abode  in  France  at  the  Court 
of  Charles  the  Great,  whither  he  was 
forced  to  fly  to  avoid  the  treache¬ 
rous  Deiigns  of  Brithrick,  who  was 
jealous  of  his  growing  Parts,  and 
ihining  Qualities.  Thefe  joined  to 
his  natural  Courage  and  Bravery, 
enabled  him  to  execute  his  grand 
Defign  of  uniting  the  feven  King¬ 
doms  into  one  Body  under  himfelf 
as  their  Head.  Of  this  great  Man 
and  his  Succeflors,  as  Kings  of  Eng¬ 
land,  I  am.  now  to  Ipeak. 
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Egbert,  the  firjl  King  of  England,  we  foMo. 


Egbert,  King  of  Wejfex, 

became  Monarch  of  England, 
by  the  Conqueft  of  the  other 
Kingdoms,  in  the  Year  827  or  828, 
as  has  been  already  menticfhed.  Be¬ 
fore  he  began  the  Reduction  of  the 
Heptarchy ,  he  fubdued  the  Britons 
in  Cornwall,  and  alfo  thofe  of  Ve- 
nedotia,  which  was  one  of  the  three 
Kingdoms  Wales  was  then  di¬ 
vided  into.  After  he  was  crowned 
King  of  all  England,  he  reigned  in 
Peace  for  fome  Time,  enjoying  the 
Fruits  of  his  Viftories.  But  in  the 
Year  833,  the  piratical  Danes,  who 
had  before  made  two  Defcents  on 
England,  viz.  in  789,  at  Portland, 
and  in  832,  in  the  Ifle  of  Shepye  in 
Kent,  which  they  laid  wafte,  again 
arrived  at  Charmouth  in  Dorfetjhire, 
with  35  Velfels,  and  meeting  with 
no  Oppofition,  furioufly  ravaged 
the  Country.  Egbert,  upon  the 
News  of  this  unexpefted  Attack, 
marched  againft  them  with  what 
Forces  he  could  hailily  draw  toge¬ 
ther;  but  they  Handing  their  Ground, 


inftead  of  repairing  to  their  Ships,  as 
Egbert  thought  they  would  have  done, 
after  a  long  and  bloody  Battle,  be¬ 
came  viftorious,  and  entirely  rotated 
the  Englijh  Army,  two  Saxon  Earls, 

Dudda  and  Ofmond,  being  ilain,  and 
Egb  ert  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped  with 
his  Life  by  the  favour  of  a  dark 
Night.  But  the  Danes  having  no 
Defign  at  this  Time  to  make  Con¬ 
quers,  after  plundering  the  Country, 
which  was  what  alone  they  came  for, 
repaired  to  their  Ships  and  returned 
home. 

Two  Years  after,  viz.  in  835,  $9f 
another  Body  of  Danijh  Pirates  land¬ 
ed  in  Cornwall,  and  joining  the 
Cornijh  Britons,  who  were  very  de- 
firous  of  throwing  off  the  Englip 
Yoke,  they  began  their  March  to 
give  King  Egbert  Battle ;  but  were 
greatly  furprized,  when  they  heard 
that  he  was  marching  towards  them 
with  the  fame  Intent.  His  former 
Difafter  had  made  him  more  cau¬ 
tious,  and  fo  he  kept  his  Army  to¬ 
gether,  in  order  to  march  aginii: 

C  3  them 
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them  upon  the  firft  Notice  of  their 
Anival.  Accordingly  coming  up 
with  them,  he  engaged  them  near 
Hctigijldun,  now  Hengflon-Hill,  in 
Cornwall,  and  obtained  a  compieat 
Vidlorv,  which  entirely  made  amends 
for  his  former  Defeat. 

We  meet  with  bur  one  remarkable 
Circumilance  more  in  Egbert' s  Reign, 
which  is  his  ordering,  by  a  publick 
Edidt,  that  fo  much  of  Britain  as 
was  poffeffed  by  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
and  of  which  he  was  now'  the  So¬ 
vereign,  fliould  for  the  future  be 
called  England.  But  as  there  are 
fufficient  Proofs,  that  this  Name 
had  been  before  ufed,  and  very  pro¬ 
bably  by  the  Confent  of  the  feven 
Kings,  foon  after  the  Eltablilhment 
of  the  Heptarchy  ;  no  more  is  to  be 
underftood,  but  that  Egbert,  after 
he  became  Mailer  of  the  Whole, 
by  his  Edidt  revived  or  confirmed 
the  fame.  And  indeed  it  is  by  no 
means  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
Name  fnouid  be  introduced  by  Eg¬ 
bert,  who  was  a  Saxon,  and  the 
Provinces  of  whofe  Kingdom  were 
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peopled  by  Saxons  and  Jutes ;  but  it 
is  not  at  all  ilrange,  that  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  Ihould  call  the  whole  of  their 
Conquells  England,  immediately  after 
the  founding  of  the  feven  Kingdoms, 
fince  the  Angles  pofieffed  a  larger  and 
more  confiderable  Part  than  both  the 
Saxons  and  Jutes. 

Egbert  reigned  in  all  37  Years,  20 
Years  as  King  of  Wejfex  only,  7 
Years  as  Monarch  or  Chief  of  the  fe¬ 
ven  Kingdoms,  and  10  Years  as  real 
Monarch  or  King  of  all  England. 
He  died  in  the  Y ear  838;  or  accord- 
ing  to  fome  in  836,  or  837;  and  was 
buried  at  Winchejler.  Elis  Character 
I  have  already  mentioned.  He  was 
certainly  a  wife,  politick  and  valiant 
Prince,  and  had  all  the  Qualifications 
of  a  great  and  confummate  General. 
He  left  behind  him  but  one  Son, 
Ethelwulph ;  though  doubtlefs  he  had 
had  another,  fince  this  was  defigned 
for  Holy  Orders.  Some  tell  us  he 
had  alfo  a  Daughter,  named  Edgith, 
commonly  called  St.  Edith,  who 
founded  the  Abbey  of  Pollejworth  in 
Warwickjhire. 


ETHELWULPH.  f3'C-  tfr/. 


EThehvulph,  Egbert's  only  furvi- 
ving  Son,  fucceeded  his  Father 
in  the  Year  838.  Ele  was  a  mild, 
and  good-natured  Prince,  exceeding¬ 
ly  addidied  to  the  Religion  of  thole 
Times,  a  Lover  of  Eaie  and  Peace, 
and  more  inclined  to  a  Cloy  Her,  than 
a  Court  or  a  Camp.  But  the  Danes 
would  not  let  him  reft  long,  and  en¬ 
joy  his  beloved  Indolence.  He  was 
but  juft  feated  on  the  Throne,  when 
a  Fleet  of  thofe  Pagan  Ravagers  ap¬ 
peared  off  of  Southampton,  and  land¬ 
ing,  committed  great  Devaftations. 
Ethelwulph,  not  inclined  to  go  him- 
felf  again  ft  them,  Pent  Wulford  his 
Genera!,  who  forced  them  to  return 
to  their  Ships.  But  before  his  Army 


came  back,  he  was  informed  that 
more  Danes  were  landed  at  Port¬ 
land.  He  fent  Earl  Etbelhdm  to 
command  the  Army  againft  them, 
w'ho  was  fhamefully  defeated  and 
put  to  flight ;  and  Herbert,  who 
fucceeded  him  as  General,  was  not 
only  beaten,  but  killed  in  the  Battle. 
Upon  this  Succefs,  the  Danes  over¬ 
ran  feveral  Counties,  and  Canterbu¬ 
ry,  Rochejter  and  London  were  cruelly 
harraffed  by  them.  At  laft,  being 
fatisfied  with  their  Booty,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  their  Ships. 

In  the  Year  840,  another  Body  SA 
of  Danes  landed  on  the  Coaft  of 
Wejfex.  And  now  Ethelwulph ,  not- 
withftanding  his  Averfion  to  War, 
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marched  againfl:  them  in  Perfon ;  but 
had  the  Misfortune  to  be  beaten,  by 
which  means  the  Enemy  went  off 
fafe  with  their  Plunder. 

0  About  this  Time  the  Nation  of 
the  Puts,  fo  formidable  heretofore 
to  the  Southern  Britons ,  were  en¬ 
tirely  extirpated  by  their  Neighbours 
the  Scots,  after  a  long  War  between 
them ;  fo  that  henceforth  nothing 
remained  but  the  Memory  of  that 
wretched  People,  once  fo  famous  in 
Britain. 

Ethelwulpb,  wearied  with  the  re¬ 
peated  Incurfions  of  the  Danes,  and 
having  a  great  AfFedlion  for  his  na¬ 
tural  Son  Atbelftan,  delivered  up  to 
him  Kent,  EJftcx,  and  Suftex,  with 
»the  Title  of  King  of  Kent,  content¬ 
ing  himfelf  with  the  Kingdom  of 
Wejfex,  and  the  Sovereignty  of  all 
England. 

The  Factions  that  reigned  in  the 
tributary  Kingdom  cf  Northumberland 
gave  the  Danes  great  Advantage  in 
thoi'e  Parts,  where  thdy  made  feveral 
Defcents,  and  carried  ofF  much 
Booty.  And  whilft  they  were  thus 
employed  there,  the  Southern  Pro¬ 
vinces  had  fome  Refpite. 
y  But  in  the  Year  851  they  landed 
on  the  Coall  of  WeJJ'ex,  and  after 
committing  horrible  Cruelties,  they 
were  met,  as  they  were  returning 
with  their  Spoils,  by  Earl  Ccorle, 
then  Etbih'julpb' s  General,  and  to¬ 
tally  routed.  And  a  little  after  King 
Atbelftan  equipped  a  Fleet,  engaged 
the  Danes  near  Sandwich,  and  took 
nine  of  their  Ships. 

Notwithstanding  thefeDi  courage- 
ments,  the  Spring  following  they 
came  up  the  Thames,  with  300  Ships, 
and  landed  near  London.  After  plun¬ 
dering  the  Country  and  pillaging  the 
Towns,  particularly  London,  they 
marched  into  Mercia,  and  defeated 
the  Army  which  the  tributary  King 
Bertbuhh  had  brought  ag-ainii  them  : 
Put  hat  ing  repaired  the  T  battles  in  or¬ 
der  to  attack  Etbehvulpb  and  Atbel¬ 


ftan,  who  were  encamped  near  Okely  — h 
in  Surrey,  a  bloody  Battle  was  there 
fought,  in  which  the  Englijh  gained 
the  Day,  and  made  luch  a  terrible 
Slaughter  of  the  Danes,  that  but  few. — f- 
efcaped.  After  this  Battle  we  hear 
no  more  of  Atbelftan,  fo  that  pro¬ 
bably  he  did  not  long  furvive  this 
iignal  Victory,  which  was  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  owing  to  his  Valour. 

Etbehvulpb  now  reigned  alone  a- 
gain,  t’ho’  he  had  feveral  legitimate 
Sons,  capable  of  affilting  him  in  the 
Government.  The  Vidtory  of  Okely 
having  delivered  him  from  the  Fears 
of  the  Danes,  he  now  had  Opportu¬ 
nity  to  indulge  his  natural  Bent  to 
Devotion,  which  was  very  much 
heightened  by  S  wit  bin,  Bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  who  had  always  a  great 
Aicendant  over  him,  efpecially  in 
Time  of  Peace  ;  and  by  his  Advice 
he  is  faid  to  have  granted  to  the 
Church  the  Tythes  of  all  his  Domi-  . 
nions.  His  Zeal  for  Religion  alfo 
put  him  upon  fending  his  youngeft 
Son  Alfred,  for  whom  he  had  a  great 
AfFedlion,  to  Rome,  for  the  Pope’s 
Bleffing,  who  is  faid  alfo  to  have 
given  him  the  Royal  Until  ion,  though  * 
probably  it  was  only  the  Cbri/m  uled 
at  the  Ceremony  cf  Confirmation. 

Etbehwulpb  not  fatisfied  with  thefe 
Expreflions  cf  Devotion,  about  two 
Years  after,  euiz.  in  855,  paid  a  Vi- 
lit  to  the  Pope  in  Perfon,  to  receive 
his  Benedidfion.  And  here  he  caufed 
the  College  of  Ina  and  Ofta  to  be 
rebuilt  in  a  more  magnificent  Man¬ 
ner,  and  extended  the  Tax  of  Petcr- 
Pence  all  over  his  Dominions,  till 
then  levied  only  in  Weftex  and  Mer¬ 
cia.  Having  Hayed  a  Year  at  Rome, 
he  returned  home  thro’  France ,  where 
he  married  Judith,  Daughter  of 
Charles  the  Bald,  not  above  twelve 
Years  of  Age;  which  dilagreeable 
and  unfeafonable  Match  forwarded 
the  Conlpiracy,  which  was  forming 
againlt  him. 
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For  whilft  Ethelavulph  was  at  Rome, 
Aljlan,  Bifliop  of  S  her  bom,  who  was 
Swithin' s  Rival  in  influencing  the 
King,  but  in  a  contrary  Way,  and 
who,  whilft  the  Ifland  was  troubled 
with  the  Danes,  had  often  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  by  prevailing  with  him,  not- 
withftanding  his  fluggilh  Temper, 
to  ad  with  fome  Vigour  againft 
them ;  but  now  in  this  Time  of 
Peace  was  outdone  by  Swithin,  who 
took  Advantage  of  Ethelwulph' s  na¬ 
tural  Bias  to  a  religious  and  contem¬ 
plative  Life ;  Aljian,  I  fay,  being  pro¬ 
voked  at  this  Lofs  of  his  Credit  with 
the  King,  drew  Ethetbald  his  eldeft 
Son,  who  was  naturally  of  an  ill 
Temper,  into  a  Confpiracy  to  de¬ 
throne  his  Father  and  ieize  upon  his 
Kingdom.  Ethelbald eaflly  gave  in¬ 
to  this  Defign,  being  already  dif- 
gufted  at  his  Father’s  not  making 
him  King  of  Kent,  upon  Athenian's 
Death ;  and  now  the  News  of  his 
Marriage  fpurred  him  on  ftill  more, 
and  he  gave  out  that  his  Father  had 
forfeited  the  Crown  by  giving  his 
Wife  the  Title  and  Dignity  of  Queen ; 
for  upon  Britbrick's  being  poilcned 
by  his  Queen,  the  Wef -Saxons  made 
a  Law  that-  no  King’s  Wife  for  the 
future  Ihould  be  dignified  with  that 
State  and  Title,  on  Pain  of  his  Sub¬ 


jects  being,  ip/o  fafio,  abiolved  fro® 
their  Allegiance.  However,  Ethel- 
cjoulph,  upon  the  New  .  of  this  Con¬ 
fpiracy,  landed  in  England  before 
Meafures  were  taken  to  hinder  him  ; 
and  as  the  Parties  were  ftrong  cn 
both  Sides,  ail  Things  tended  to  a 
Civil  War,  had  not  the  Prudence  of 
lome  of  the  chief  Men  on  both  Par¬ 
ties,  and  the  Mildnefs  and  good  Na¬ 
ture  of  Ethelnuulph  prevented  it.  As 
it  was,  the  Balance  turned  on  Ethel- 
bald's  Side,  and  Etbelwulph  was 
obliged  to  g  ve  up  to  him  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Wejfex ,  and  to  reft  contented 
with  that  of  Kent  for  himfelf. 

Ethelnjjulph  lived  but  about  two 
Years  after  this.  He  died  in  857,  fji 
after  a  Reign  of  20  Years,  and  was 
buried  at  Winchejler  near  his  Father 
Egbert.  A  little  before  his  Death, 
he  difpofed  of  his  Dominions  by 
Will,  to  Ethelbert  his  fecond  Son, 
after  him  to  Ethelred  his  third  Son, 
and  then  to  Alfred  his  youngeft ; 
who  all  in  their  Turns  fucceeded  to 
the  Crown.  As  to  Ethelbald,  his 
eldeft  Son,  he  was  already  in  Pollef- 
fion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Wejfex  as 
above  related.  Ethelwulph  had  alfo 
one  Daughter,  who  was  married  to 
Buthred,  the  tributary  King  of  Mer¬ 
cia. 


ETHELBALD. 


ETHELBALD  had  reigned  two 
Years  as  King  of  Wejfex  during 
his  Father’s  Life,  and  continued  to 
poflefs  that  Throne  after  his  Deceafe ; 
io  that  Ethelbert,  at  firft,  had  only 
for  his  Share,  Kent,  EJfex,  and  SuJ- 
Jex,  all  together  under  the  Name  of 
.the  Kingdom  of  Kent,  which  was 
bis  Father’s,  after  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Partition  of  his  Dominions. 
Ethelbald  reigned  but  about  two  Years 
and  a  half  after  his  Father’s  Death, 
during  which  Time  no  remarkable 


Eventhappened,  nor  indeed  through¬ 
out  his  whole  Reign  ;  nor  was  there 
any  Aftion  of  his  worthy  recording. 
Hiflorians  all  agree  in  giving  him  a 
very  bad  Charadter,  as  a  licentious,  — ■ 
debauched  and  luxurious  Prince;  and 
the  Englijh  Hiflorians  particularly 
charge  him  with  the  Crime  oflnceft, 
in  marrying  Judith  of  France,  his 
Father’s  Widow.  Matthew  of  Wejl- 
minjler,  indeed,  fays,  that  he  was 
brought  to  a  Senfe  of  his  Fault, 
by  Swithiu  Bifhop  of  Winchejler, 

and 
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and  underwent  a  fevere  Penance  for 
it ;  which  very  probably,  if  true, 
confided  in  fome  Donations  to  the 
Mo.jafieries,  according  to  the  Cuf- 
tom  of  thofe  Times.  But  of  Ethel- 
bald' &  Repentance,  Aj/er,  a  confi- 
derabie  Writer,  who  lived  in  thefe 
Days,  and  is  therefore  much  more 
to  be  depended  upon,  fays  not  a 


E  T  H  E 
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Word.  Ethelbald  had  the  good 
Fortune  not  to  be  moleited  by  the 
Danes  during  his  Reign,  if  that 
may  be  called  fo,  which  gave  him 
the  greater  Liberty  to  follow  his 
vicious  Courfes.  He  died  in  860,  860 
and  was  firft  buried,  at  Sherbom  in 
Dor/etjhire,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  Sali/bury. 


BERT,  T'L-TU. 


THE L BERT,  already  in  Poflef- 
fionof  theKingdom  of  Kent,  up¬ 
on  his  Brother’s  Death,  fucceeded  to 
the  whole  Monarchy,  according  to 
Etbel'wu/fb'i  Will.  He  was  a  Prince 
of  a  good  Character,  but  his  Reign 
was  ihort,  and  made  very  trouble- 
fome  by  the  Danijh  Incurfions ;  and 
what  was  worfe,  as  they  had  been 
quiet  for  a  great  while,  and  were  al- 
moll  forgotten,  Etheibert  had  made 
no  Preparations  againft  them,  and 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  repel  their 
Attacks.  They  renewed  their  In- 
vafions  immediately  upon  Etheibert' s 
Coronation,  and  penetrating  as  far 
as  Winchejler ,  reduced  it  to  Alhes. 
They  would  have  done  much  more 
Mifchief,  if  the  Earls  O/rick  and 
Ethelwulph,  with  fome  T roops  they 
had  drawn  together,  had  not  beat 
them  back  to  their  Ships. 

After  this,  another  Band  of  thefe 


Ravagers  landed  in  the  1/e  ofTha- 
nct,  where  they  wintered,  in  order  to 
begin  their  Incurfions  in  the  Spring. 
Etheibert  offered  them  a  Sum  of 
Money  to  depart  quietly,  which 
though  they  accepted,  they  perfidi- 
oufly  rufned  into  Kent,  laying  all 
wafte  with  Fire  and  Sword.  E- 
thelbert  upon  this,  finding  nothing 
elfe  would  do,  immediately  fet  a- 
bout  levying  an  Army  to  intercept 
them  upon  their  Return  to  their 
Ships,  which  they  being  informed 
of,  embarked  fo  futidenly  with  their 
Plunder,  that  there  was  no  prevent¬ 
ing  them. 

Etheibert,  after  a  Reign  of  about 
fix  Years,  died  in  866,  and  was  bu-  &ob. 
ried  at  Sherbom.  Tho’  he  left  two 
Sons,  Adhelm  and  Ethel™ ard,  they 
did  not  fucceed  him  ;  his  Brother 
Ethelred  mounting  the  Throne  by  — 
Virtue  ofhis  Father’s  Will. 


E  T  H  E 

N  this  Prince’s  Reign  the  Danes 
became  more  terrible  in  England 
(than  ever  they  had  been  before.  In¬ 
stead  of  coming  and  going,  and  con¬ 
tenting  themfelves  with  their  Plun¬ 
der,  in  getting  which  indeed  they 
made  difmal  Havock,  and  commit¬ 
ted  the  moll  horrid  Cruelties,  they 
now  began  to  aim  at  fettling  them- 


L  R  E  BjU—  r/2. 

felves  in  the  Ifland,  and  becoming 
Mailers  of  it.  What  chiefly  gave 
Rife  to  this  was  the  following  Cir- 
cumftance. 

The  Northumbrians  dropping  much 
of  their  old  Heats  and  Animofities, 
threw  off  the  WeJ/ex  Yoke,  and  una- 
nimoufly  placed  O/ert  on  their 
Throne.  This  Union  might  in  Time 

have 
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hare  raifed  Northumberland  to  its 
ancient  Splendor,  if  Ojbert  had  not 
lhewn  himfelf  unworthy  of  the  Dig¬ 
nity  that  was  conferred  on  him.  For 
being  fmitten  with  the  Beauty  of  Earl 
Bruern-Bocard’s  Lady,  he  infamouf- 
ly  took  an  Opportunity' to  force  her  to 
'j'—  his  Will,  when  he  could  not  by  any 
foft  Methods  induce  her  to  comply. 
Earl  Bruern ,  who  W'as  Guardian  of 
the  Coalts  againfl  the  Incurfions  of 
the  Danes,  was  fo  inraged  at  this  In¬ 
dignity,  that  he  refolved  to  flick  at 
nothing  to  be  revenged.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  foon  brought  the  Bernicians 
to  revolt,  and  to  elett  another  King 
named  Ella.  And  thus  Northumber¬ 
land  was  again  divided  between  two 
Kings  and  two  Factions,  the  old 
Animofities  w  ere  revived,  and  a  Ci¬ 
vil  War  enfued.  Earl  Bruern  having 
but  half  gratified  his  Revenge,  whilfl 
Ojbert  remained  on  the  Throne  of 
Deira,  fatally  refolved  to  apply  for 
Afliftance  to  the  Dams.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  went  over  :o  Denmark , 
and  reprefented  to  King  Hoar  (or 
Hinguar )  howr  eafdy  he  might 
make  himfelf  Mafler  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  whilfl  the  Kingdom  was 
weakened  by  its  inteftine  Divifions. 
Ivor,  whole  Father  had  been  taken 
Priioner  in  England  and  treache- 
roufly  murdered,  readily  came  into 
theDefign,  as  well  tc  gratify  his  Re¬ 
venge  as  his  Ambition.  The  Spring 
follow'ing  he  entered  xEzHumber,  w  ith 
a  numerous  Fleet,  being  conducted 
by  Bruern,  and  attended  by  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Hubba .  He  marched  diredxly 
to  York,  where  Ojbert  was  with  his 
Army,  who  Tallying  out  upon  the 
Danes,  attacked  them  fo  vigoroufly, 
that  they  had  much  ado  to  hand  the 
Shock.  But  recovering  themfelves, 
they  preffed  the  Northumbrians  in 
their  Turn,  forced  them  to  retire  in 
Diforaer  into  the  Town,  and  Ojbert 
was  flain  in  the  Retreat:  An  Ex¬ 
ample,  what  publick  Mifchiefs  may 
be  occaftoned  by  even  the  private 


Vices  of  Kings,  and  how  an  Injury — | 
done  to  one  Subjedi  may  involve  a 
w'hole  Kingdom  in  Ruin  ! 

Ella  had  agreed  to  join  Forces 
wdth  Ojbert  for  their  common  De¬ 
fence.  But  Ojbert  w'as  too  hafty, 
and  attacked  the  Danes  before  Ella 
could  come  up.  Yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  late  Defeat,  he  advanced  in 
hopes  of  repairing  the  Lofs,  and 
Hoar  marched  out  to  meet  him  :  The 
Battle  was  as  bloody  as  the  former, 
and  as  fatal  to  the  Englijh  ;  for  Ella 
was  flain,  and  his  Army  entirely 
routed.  The  Field  of  Battle  was 
called  EUeJcroJl,  i.  e.  Ella' s  Over¬ 
throw. 

Hoar  now  took  Pofleffion  of  all 
Northumberland ,  having  no  one  to 
oppoie  him.  And  his  Ambition  be¬ 
ing  heightened  by  his  Succefs,  he 
marched  into  Mercia,  plundering  and 
ravaging  as  he  went  without  any 
Mercy.  But  Buthred,  King  of  Mer¬ 
cia,  had  Time  to  prepare  himfelf, 
and  had  called  Eihelred  his  BrotheT- 
in-Law  to  his  Afliflance.  Hoar  w'as 
advanced  as  far  as  Nottingham,  in 
hopes  of  coming  upon  Buthred  una¬ 
wares  ;  but  when  he  was  informed 
that  Ethelred  had  joined  him,  he 
flopped  ihoxt,  finding  his  Forces  in¬ 
ferior  to  thofe  of  the  Englijh.  The 
two  Armies  faced  one  another  for 
fome  Time,  expecting  to  engage, 
but  at  laft  parted  without  coming  to 
Blows,  Buthred  having  bought  his 
Peace  of  the  Danes,  with  a  Sum  of 
Money,  and  the  Fate  of  a  Battle, 
which  in  all  Probability  would  have 
been  decifive,  being  equally  appre¬ 
hended  by  both  Sides. 

Hoar  being  thus  difapjrointed  in 
his  Deflgn  upon  Mercia,  leaving 
Hubba  h:s  Brother  <n  Northumber¬ 
land,  embarked  with  the  Flower  of 
his  Troop;,  and  made  a  Defcent 
upon  Eajt- Anglia,  where  Edmund 
w'as  then  King,  who  being  more 
ufed  to  Devotion  than  Arms,  was 
eafi! y  overcome,  and  forced  to  fave 

himfelf 
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'  himfelf  by  Flight.  He  defigned  to 
hide  himfelf  in  a  Church,  but  was 
difcover’d  and  brought  to  Ivor,  who 
offered  to  leave  him  in  Poffelfion  of 
Eajl- Anglia,  if  he  would  own  him 
for  his  Sovereign  ;  which  Edmund 
refufing,  the  Conqueror  ordered  him 
to  be  tied  to  a  Tree,  and  fhot  at  with 
Arrows,  and  then  to  be  beheaded. 
His  Head  being  afterwards  found, 
was  buried  with  his  Body  at  a  Town 
in  Suffolk ,  from  him  called  St.  Ed- 

—  mund’s-Bury ;  and  a  great  many  Mi¬ 
racles  in  thefe  dark  Times  were  faid 
to  be  wrought  at  his  Tomb. 

Thus  the  Danes  became  Mailers 
of  Northumberland  and  Eajl- Anglia, 
and  refolved'  to  pulh  their  Conquefts 
farther,  hoping  in  the  End  to  fubdue 
all  England.  With  this  View  I-var 
now  turned  his  Arms  againlt  iPeffcx, 
and  refolved  to  attack  Ethelred.  He 
landed  his  Troops  in  that  Country, 
and  advanced  as  far  as  Reading  ; 
and  Ethelred  forefeeing  his  Defign, 
marched  that  Way  with  his  Army. 
A  War  hereupon  enfued,  and  Ethel- 

—  red  within  the  Space  of  one  Year 
fought  nine  pitched  Battles  with  the 
Danes,  in  fome  of  which  he  was 
vi&orious,  in  others  not,  but  in  all 
gave  fignal  Proofs  of  his  Courage 
and  Conduft  ;  but  unhappily  in  the 
Lift,  which  was  fought  near  P/itting - 
ham,  he  received  a  mortal  Wound, 

£  of  which  he  died  in  872,  and  in  the 
fixth  Year  of  his  Reign.  He  lies  bu¬ 
ried  at  Winburn  in  Dorfetjhrie,  with 
this  infcription  on  his  Tomb  :  In  hoc 
loco  quiefcit  corpus  S.  Ethelrcdi  Regis 
Wejl  Saxonum,  Martyr  is,  qui  Anno 
Domini  872,  23“  Aprilis  per  rnanus 
Danorum  Paganurum  occubuit. 

Thus  fell  Ethelred,  tho’  according 
to  fome,  who  call  the  Truth  of  this 
Infcription  in  Queilion,  he  died  in 
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the  Plague.  Be  that  as  it  will,  he 
had  the  Misfortune  at  his  Death  to 
leave  the  Danes  in  the  Heart  of  his 
Kingdom,  and  likely  to  become  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  Whole,  which  gave  fuffi- 
cient  Trouble  to  the  brave  Alfred, 
his  Brother  and  Succeffor.  As  Ethel¬ 
red  was  remarkable  for  his  Valour, 
he  is  faid  to  be  more  fo  from  his  Piety 
and  Devotion.  Ajfer  tells  us,  that 
at  the  Battle  of  AJhdo’um  in  Berkjhire , 
in  which  ‘he  was  at  laft  victorious, 
being  at  Prayers,  he  would  not  ftir 
till  the  Service  was  over,  tho’  the 
Fight  was  begun,  and  the  Danes  had 
fome  Advantage.  All  give  him  the 
Character  of  a  good  Prince  ;  and 
though  he  was  not  in  a  Condition  to 
aflift  the  Northumbrians  againlt  the 
Danes,  he  afterwards  made  a  brave 
Stand  again  ft  them. 

.  He  left  feveral  Children,  one  of 
whom  was  Alfred,  Great-Grand-Fa¬ 
ther  of  Ethehwerd  the  Hiftorian  ; 
but  none  of  them  came  to  the 
Crown,  by  reafon  of  Ethelwulph' s  csss 
Will,  which  fixed  the  Succeffion  on 
his  Brother  Alfred.  "  J 

DnhngEthelred's  Reign,  the  Danes, 
who  made  cruel  Havock  wherever 
they  came,  deftroyed  feveral  famous 
Monafteries,  as  thofe  of  Cropland, 

Ely,  Peterbororgh,  or  Medejhamfed, 
and  Coldingham  ;  of  which  laft  we 
have  the  following  Story  :  That  the 
Abbefs,  upon  the  Approach  of  the 
Danes,  prevailed  on  the  Nuns  to  cut  — <- 
off  their  Nofes  and  upper  Lips  ; 
which  expedient  fecured  their  Ho¬ 
nour,  as  it  was  defigned,  but  coll 
them  their  Lives  ;  for  the  Soldiers, 
contrary  to  their  Expectation,  be¬ 
holding  fuch  monftrous  Vifages,  fet 
Fire  to  the  Monallery,  and  burnt 
them  in  it. 


Alfred 
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Alfred 

ALFRED,  the  youngell  Son 
of  Ethelwulph,  fucceeded  his 
Brother  Ethelred  in  the  Year  872. 
He  was  born  at  Wanating,  now  Wan¬ 
tage  in  Bsrkjhire ,  which  was  then  a 
Royal  Manour.  The  former  Part 
of  his  Reign  was  full  of  Troubles 
from  his  continual  Wars  with  the 
Danes,  and  in  the  latter  Part  of  it  he 
enjoyed  the  utmoil  Peace  and  Tran¬ 
quillity.  In  both  he  difcovered  him- 
felf  to  be  a  Prince  of  a  moll  excellent 
Character.  His  Jultice  and  Equity, 
and  Love  to  his  Subjects,  were  as 
confpicuous  as  his  Bravery  and  Con- 
duft  in  War.  He  was  patient  and 
unlhaken  in  Adverfity,  calm  and  mo¬ 
derate  in  Profperity,  and  in  both  War 
and  Peace  Ihewed  that  he  had  the 
Happinefs  and  Welfare  of  his  People 
always  at  Heart.  So  that,  in  what¬ 
ever  Light  we  confider  him,  he  truly 
merited  the  Surname  of  Great. 

We  have  already  feen  what  Pro- 
grefs  the  Danes  made  in  their  Ccn- 
quelts  after  their  grand  Invafion  un¬ 
der  I-var  and  Hubba,  how  they  had 


the  Great.  —  /  0  0  • 

fubdued  Northumberland  and  Eajf- 
Anglia,  and  were  in  the  Heart  of 
W ?Jfcx  when  Ethelred  died  ;  fo  that; 
Alfred  came  to  the  Crown  in  very 
troublefome  Times.  He  had  fcarce 
been  a  Month  on  the  Throne,  when 
he  was  obliged  to  take  the  Field 
againft  thefe  formidable  Invaders, 
who  were  advanced  as  far  as  Wil¬ 
ton.  Here  he  engaged  them,  and 
though  Vi&ory  feemed  at  full  to  in¬ 
cline  to  his  Side,  yet  he  was  forced 
in  the  End  to  leave  the  Danes  Ma¬ 
kers  of  the  Field.  However,  he 
madefuch  Hafte  to  put  his  Army  into 
a  Condition  to  attack  them  a  fecond 
Time,  that  they  thought  fit  to  fue 
for  Peace,  and  offered  to  quit  his 
Dominions,  provided  he  would  mo- 
left  them  in  no  other  Part  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  in  the  prefent  Exigen¬ 
cy  he  readily  confented  to. 

The  Danes  accordingly  marching 
out  of  Weffex,  turned  their  Arms  a- 
gainlt  Mercia.  Buthred  bought  them 
off  twice  more  with  a  Sum  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  but  they,  notwithftanding,  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  again,  and  forced  him  at  laft 
to  quit  his  Dominions,  (upon  which 
he  retired  to  Rome,  where  he  ended 
his  Days,)  they  became  Mahers  of 
that  fpacious  Kingdom,  as  they  had 
before  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  and  Eajl- Anglia.  And 
tho’  they  looked  upon  Wejfex  with 
a  greedy  Eye,  which  contained  now 
the  other  four  Kingdoms,  yet  as 
they  knew  Alfred  would  difpute  every 
Inch  of  Ground  with  them,  they 
were  fain  to  wait  for  a  more  favour¬ 
able  Opportunity,  and  fo  entered  in¬ 
to  an  Alliance  with  him,  and  fell  to 
manuring  the  Lands  they  had  pof¬ 
feffed  themfelves  of,  and  which  they 
had  fo  terribly  laid  wafte.  Thus 
the  Englijh  and  Danes  lhared  Eng¬ 
land  between  them,  and  Peace  feem- 
ed  to  be  eitablifhed. 

But  this  Calm  did  not  laft  long. 

•  For  in  875,  a  freih  Body  of  Danes 
arrived  in  Eaft-Anglia  under  their 
General  Half  den  :  And  thefe  not 
looking  upon  themfelves  as  bound 
by  the  Treaty  between  Alfred  and 
the  other  Danes  who  were  fettled 
here,  foon  after  invaded  Wejfex, 
and  took  by  Surprize  the  ftrong 
Caille  of  Warham  in  Dorfetjhire,  and 
would  have  penetrated  farther  into 
Wejfex,  had  not  Alfred  entered  into  a 
particular  Treaty  with  Halfden ,  by 
which  he  folemnly  fwore  never  to 
enter  his  Kingdom  again.  No  doubt 
it  coil  Alfred  dear  to  bring  him  to 
this,  but  not  expedting  any  new  In- 
valion,  he  was  not  perhaps  very  well 
prepared  againft  it.  However,  Half¬ 
den  with  his  Danes  broke  this  Oath 
almoft  as  foon  as  they  took  it  (which 
was  a  common  Thing  with  thefe 
People)  and  advancing  to  Exeter,  laid 
Siege  to  it.  Upon  this  Alfred  con¬ 
vened  a  General  Affembly,  and  in  a 
pathetick  Speech  exhorted  them  to 
vigorous  Methods  againft  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  as  there  was  no  other  Way  of 
dealing  with  them.  The  Refult  was, 
that  an  Army  was  levy’d,  with  which 


Alfred  engaged  the  Danes  feven 
Times  in  one  Campaign  :  But  as 
Fortune  was  not  always  equally  fa¬ 
vourable  to  him,  he  entered  into  a 
new  Treaty  with  them,  which  they 
kept  better  than  the  former. 

And  now,  viz.  in  876,  Rollo,  the  8J  *> 
famous  Danijh  or  Norman  General, 
with  a  confiderable  Body  of  Forces, 
made  an  Attempt  upon  England ; 
but  finding  Alfred  in  a  Condition 
to  receive  him,  he  failed  for  the 
Coaft  of  France  to  feek  his  Fortune 
there,  where  he  conquered  that  Part 
of  the  Country,  fince  called  Nor¬ 
mandy. 

The  wife  Alfred,  to  prevent  thefe 
frequent  Invafions,  refolved  to  fit  out 
a  Fleet,  in  order  to  engage  the  Danes 
before  they  came  to  Land  ;  which^s. 
foon  had  a  very  good  Effedt :  For  the 
Englijh  gave  chafe  to  fix  Danijh 
Ships,  took  one  of  the  largeft,  and 
threw  the  Soldiers  and  Mariners 
over-board.  And  feme  Time  after, 
the  King’s  Fleet  attacked  a  Fleet  of 
120  Danijh  Tranfports,  that  were 
making  to  Shore  to  land  their  Men, 
and  funk  the  greateft  Part  of  them. 

The  following  Year  another  Danijh 
Fleet  met  with  fo  violent  a  Storm, 
that  almoft  all  their  Ships  were  de- 
ftroyed,  and  thofe  that  efcaped  pe- 
rilhing  by  the  Storm  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Englijh. 

But  now  comes  the  grand  Crifis  of 
the  Danijh  Affairs  in  t England  in 
King  Alfred's  Time.  What  with 
the  Danes  already  fettled  here,  and 
the  Numbers  of  new  Comers,  there 
was  not  Room  for  them  all  in  the 
three  antient  Kingdoms  of  the  Hep¬ 
tarchy,  they  were  already  poffeffed 
of.  Thofe  who  were  conftantly  co¬ 
ming  over  being  uneafy  for  want  of 
a  Settlement,  and  thofe  who  were 
already  fettled  fearing  their  Country¬ 
men  thro’  Envy  might  endeavour  to 
difpofiefs  them,  they  all  agreed  to 
invade  Wejfex,  in  order  to  make 
themfelves  Mailers  of  that  King¬ 
dom. 
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dom.  This  Defign  was  carried  on 
with  fuch  Secrecy  and  Expedition, 
that  there  was  on  a  fudden  a  more 
formidable  Army  of  Danes  than  ever 
was  known  before,  marching  towards 
Wejfex,  before  Alfred  could  put  him- 
felf  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence.  They 
marched  direftly  to  Chippenhasn,  in 
Wiltjhire,  then  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
and  belt  Cities  in  WeJj'ex,  and  in  a 
few  Days  made  themfelves  Mailers 
of  it.  This  fo  difrnayed  the  Wef¬ 
ts  axons,  that  they  fled  feveral  Ways, 
and  Alfred  was  left  alone  with  a  few 
of  his  Domeilicks ;  which  he  dif- 
miffing,  in  order  the  better  to  ihift 
for  himfelf,  was  forced  to  betake 
himfelf  to  a  Neatherd’s  Cottage  in 
the  Ife  of  Athelingey  in  Somerfetjhire, 
where  he  lay  concealed  near  fix 
Months  from  both  Friends  and  Ene¬ 
mies,  till  Providence  gave  a  fudden 
and  furprifing  T urn  to  his  Affairs. 

Hubba,  who  commanded  the  Da- 
nijh  Forces  in  the  Abfence  of  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Ivar ,  who  was  returned  to  Den¬ 
mark,  had  entered  Devonfhire  with 
his  Army.  To  avoid  the  firft  Shock 
of  their  Fury,  the  Earl  of  Devon, 
with  a  fmall  Number  of  brave  Fel¬ 
lows,  Ihut  himfelf  up  in  ICinvoitb- 
Caftle,  which  Hubba  foon  beiieged. 
Here  the  Earl  reprefenting  to  his 
Men,  that  they  muil  either  very 
foon  fall  into  the  mercilefs  Hands 
of  the  Da?ies,  or  boldly  make  them¬ 
felves  a  Paflage  through  the  Enemy’s 
Army  with  their  Swords,  the  brave 
^ — ,EngliJh,  without  Handing  to  delibe¬ 
rate,  rufhed  out  Sword  in  Hand  upon 
the  Danes,  and  by  their  fudden  and 
furious  Attack  put  them  in  the  great- 
eft  Diforder  imaginable,  and  purfu- 
ing  their  Advantage  before  the  Ene¬ 
my  could  recover  from  their  Sur¬ 
prize,  totally  difperfed  them  with  a 
terrible  Slaughter,  Hubba  himfelf 
being  ftain,  and  his  famous  Standard, 
called  Reafan,  or  the  Raven,  in 
which  the  Danes  fuperftitioufly  put 
great  Confidence,  being  taken. 


Alfred  hearing  of  this  Viflory  in 
the  Place  where  he  lay  concealed, 
immediately  fent  Word  to  his  Friends, 
and  defired  them  to  come  and  con- 
fult  what  was  proper  to  be  done.  It 
was  immediately  agreed  to  draw  to¬ 
gether  fmall  Bodies  of  Troops  in  fe¬ 
veral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  who 

\  V 

fhould  be  ready  to  join  one  another 
upon  the  leaft  Warning.  And  Al¬ 
fred  himfelf,  in  order  to  gain  an  ex- 
atft  Knowledge  of  the  Enemy’s  Pof¬ 
ture,  difguifed  himfelf,  and  taking 
Harp  in  his  Hand,  as  if  he  had  got 
his  Living  that  Way,  entered  the 
Danijb  Camp,  ftayed  there  fome 
Days,  and  informed  himfelf  of  every 
Thing  he  wanted  to  know.  This 
done,  he  returned  to  his  Friends  at 
Athelingey,  and  fixed  upon  Selvuood- 
Foref  in  Somerfetjhire  for  the  general 
Rendezvous.  This  Affair  was  ma¬ 
naged  with  fuch  Secrecy  and  Expe¬ 
dition,  that  the  King  foon  appeared 
unexpectedly  near  the  Danes,  at  the 
Head  of  a  numerous  Army,  and 
falling  upon  them  in  the  midft  of 
their  great  Surprize  and  Confterna- 
tion,  entirely  routed  them,  and  cut 
almoft  their  whole  Army  in  Pieces. 
The  few  that  efcaped  betook  them¬ 
felves  to  a  Caftle,  but  were  foon 
forced  to  furrender,  upon  Condition 
either  to  turn  Chriftians,  or  to  quit 
the  Ifland,  never  more  to  return  ; 
and  to  give  him  Hoftages  for  the 
Peformance  of  Articles.  Thofe  that 
refufed  to  be  baptized  were  fhipped 
oft,  and  the  others  had  Lands  in 
Faf- Anglia  afiigned  them.  Among 
the  reft,  Gut  bur  tit,  who  fince  the 
Death  of  Hubba  commanded  the  Da- 
nifo  Army,  and  feveral  of  his  chief 
Officers  were  baptized;  Alfred  him¬ 
felf,  as  we  are  told,  Handing  God¬ 
father  to  Gathurm,  naming  him  E- 
thelfan,  and  inverting  him  with  the 
Title  of  King  of  Faf-  Anglia. 

Thus  the  brave  Alfred,  from  the  *-t 
lowelt  Depth  of 'Adverfity,  was  on 
a  fudden,  by  a  wonderful  Change  of 

Fortune, 
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Fortune,  advanced  to  the  high  eft 
Pitch  of  Glory  and  Power.  He  not 
only  regained  his  Kingdom  of  H'ef- 
fex,  but  the  Sovereignty  of  all  Eng- 
Icitid,  the  Dana  who  were  fettled  in 
Northumberland,  Mercia  and  Eajl- 
Anglia,  fubinittingand  {wearing  Al¬ 
legiance  to  him.  And  even  the  Weljh, 
that  is,  thofe  of  South -W. ala,  who 
had  been  terribly  harrafted  by  the 
Danes,  and  ftill  feared  the  fame 
Fate,  put  themfelves  under  his  Pro¬ 
tection,  and  became  his  Tributaries. 

However,  this  calm  State  of  Af¬ 
fairs  did  not  yet  remain  without  fome 
conliderable  Interruptions.  For  fe- 
veral  other  Bands  of  Danes  made  In- 
curfions,  and  harrafted  feveral  Parts 
of  the  Country  after  this  ;  and  the 
Danes  who  were  fettled  here,  not- 
withftanding  their  Oath  of  Allegi¬ 
ance,  fometimes  joined  them.  I  fhall 
notenter  upon  the  Particulars,  which 
are  but  confufedly  related.  Let  it 
fuftice  to  fay,  that  Alfred  by  his 
Courage  and  wife  Management,  in 
—guarding  the  Coafts  with  his  Fleet, 
forcing  London  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  Danes,  and  fortifying  the  reft  of 
the  Kingdom  with  Caftles  and  walled 
Towns,  at  laft  got  rid  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  or  kept  them  quiet,  effectual¬ 
ly  difcouraged  any  new  ones  from 
landing,  and  palled  the  reft  of  his 
Days  in  Peace.  To  conclude  his 
military  Character,  1  ftiall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  from  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign,  tor  the  Time  that  Peace  was 
eftablilhed,  he  is  faid  to  have  fought 
^■fifty-fix  Battles  with  the  Danes.  I 
'  lhall  now  confider  him  in  his  civil 
and  moral  Capacity,  as  a  wife,  pi¬ 
ous,  juft  and  good  King  ;  which  will 
appear  from  his  whole  ConduCt  and 
excellent  Regulations  in  Time  of 
Peace. 

As  the  Laws  were  very  much  neg- 
leCtea,  and  almoft  forgot,  during  the 
Wars,  his  firft  Care  was  to  revive 
them  :  For  which  Purpole  he  made 
a  Collection  of  the  belt  he  could 
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find  from  thofe  of  Ina  and  Of  a,  as 
alfo  thofe  of  Etbelbert,  the  firft; 

Chriftian  King  of  Kent,  who  was 
the  firft  that  reduced  the  Saxon  Laws 
into  Writing  ;  to  which  he  added 
many  of  his  own,  agreeable  to  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Times.  Thefe] 

Laws  were  milder  than  thofe  of  later! 

Ages,  but  then  Alfred  took  Car cl 
that  they  fhould  be  ItriCtly  executed ;  I 
and  if  they  were  fometimes  relaxed 
with  regard  to  private  Perfons,  he 
was  always  fevere  againft  corrupt 
Magiftrates  ;  ’tis  faid  that  in  one 
Year  he  caufedfour-and-forty  Judges  — 
to  be  executed  for  perverting  julb.ee. 

And  to  prevent  all  Injuftice  for  the 
future  as  far  as  poflible,  he  ordered 
that  twelve  Men  fhould  determine  in 
all  criminal  Cafes,  and  that  the 
judges  fnould  pafs  Sentence  accord-  M 
ing  to  their  VerdiCL  So  that  ’tis 
to  him  we  owe  the  firft  Inftitutien  of 
furies,  a  glorious  Privilege,  which 
we  have  the  Happinefs  of  enjoying 
to  this  Day  ! 

The  better  to  preferve  Order  and 
Regularity,  to  difeover  and  punifti 
Criminals,  and  protect  the  Innocent, 
he  divided  all  England  into  Shires  or 
Counties ,  the  Counties  into  Hundreds, 
and  the  Hundreds  into  fy things  ;  and 
every  Inhabitant  of  the  Kingdom  S&U. 
was  obliged  to  belong  to  fome  fth- 
ing,  otherwife  to  be  deemed  a  Vaga¬ 
bond  and  an  Out-law,  and  to  be 
treated  accordingly.  The  Effect  of 
this  wife  Regulation  was,  that  as  eve¬ 
ry  Houlholder  was  made  refponlible 
for  his  Family,  the  Tything  was 
anfwerable  for  the  Houlholder,  the 
Hundred  for  the  feveral  Tything.;, 
and  the  Counties  for  the  Hundreds. 

By  thefe  Means  fuen  Quiet,  Security 
and  geo. 1  Order  were  introduced,  as 
England  had  never  known  before. 

1  lhall  but  juft  mention  fome  other 
Things  which  Alfred  did  for  the 
Good  of  his  Subjects.  He  revived 
the  Saxcn  Wittenagemot  or  Affembly— - f~ 
of  Wife  Men,  which  met  generally 
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once  a  Year,  and  was  the  Original 
of  our  Parliaments.  He  regulated 
the  Militia,  the  better  to  prevent 
any  future  Incurlions  of  the  Danes 4 
for  which  End  alfo  he  kept  a  nume¬ 
rous  Fleet  always  in  Readinefs  to 
put  to  Sea.  He  introduced  Trade 
and  Commerce,  and  caufed  many 
Trading  Ships  to  be  built,  which  he 
let  out  to  the  chief  Merchants.  He 
mightily  encouraged  and  promoted 
Arts  and  Sciences,  invited  over  learn¬ 
ed  Men  from  foreign  Countries,  and 
gave  them  Penfions  to  inftruft  and 
cultivate  his  Subjects,  was  himfelf  a 
great  Student,  and  made  aconfidera- 
ble  Progrefs  in  Learning  :  He  tranf- 
lated  feveral  Books,  among  the  reft, 
Boethius  de  Gcnfolaticne,  with  which 
-Book  he  was  lb  delighted,  that  he 
always  carried  it  in  his  Bofom.  As 
a  further  Lilian  ce  of  his  great  Re¬ 
gard  for  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  he  is 
laid  to  have  founded  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford ,  iince  fo  famous  through¬ 
out  all  Europe  :  Though  whether  the 
three  or  four  Schools  or  Colleges  which 
Alfred  founded  were  the  firft  Origi¬ 
nal  of  that  Univerfitv,  remains  a 
Matter  of  fome  Doubt.  Joannes 
Scotus ,  well  known  in  the  Repub- 
lick  of  Letters  was  one  of  his  firft: 
Profeftors.  He  had  a  great  Regard 
■ —  for  the  City  of  London ,  took  a  Pride 
in  beautifying  and  adorning  it,  and 
greatly  augmented  its  Privileges, 

He  was  a  charitable  and  pious,  as 
well  as  a  learned  Prince,  and  fo 
well  huibanded  his  Time,  as  fcarce 
to  let  a  Moment  pafs  unimproved. 
He  appropriated  a  confiderable  Part 
of  his  Revenue  to  charitable  Ufes. 
He  divided  his  Time  into  three 
Parts,  allotting  eight  Hours  every 
Day  to  A&s  of  Devotion,  (which  is 
faid  to  be  purfuant  to  a  Vow  he  had 
made  in  the  Ife  of  Athelingey )  eight 
Hours  to  Affairs  of  State,  and  the 
other  eight  to  his  Studies,  Sleep  and 
other  neceffary  Refrelhments.  As 
there  were  then  no  Clocks  nor  Hour- 
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Glaffes  in  England ,  he  meafured  his 
Timeby  Wax-Candles,  marked  with 
circular  Lines  to  diftinguifn  the" 
Hours  ;  and  to  preferve  them  from 
the  Wind  (as  Glafs  was  then  a  great 
Rarity  here)  ’tis  faid  he  ordered 
fome  fine  white  Horn  to  be  feraped 
till  it  became  tranfparent,  and  put 
into  wooden  Frames,  and  inclofed 
the  Candles  therein.  And  fo  Lant--~\ 
horns  were  the  Invention  of  a  King ! 

I  lhall  Sum  up  Alfred’s  Character 
in  the  Words  of  a  great  Man,  to 
this  Effect :  “  O  Alfred,  the  Wonder 
“  and  Aftcnifliment  of  all  Ages  !  If 
“  we  reflect  on  the  devout  Part  of 
“  him,  he  feems  to  have  lived  al- 
“  ways  in  a  Cloy  for  :  If  on  his  Con- 
“  du6l  and  Exploits  in  War,  one 
“  would  think  he  had  fpent  his 
“  Days  in  the  Camp  :  If  on  his 
“  Studies  and  Writings,  one  would 
“  conclude  the  Univerfity  had  en- 
“  groffed  him  :  And  laftly,  if  we 
“  conflder  his  Skill  and  Prudence 
“  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Govern- 
“  ment,  he  feems  to  have  made 
“  Lavs  and  Politicks  his  whole  Stu- 

dy.”  In  fhort,  if  we  view  him 
every  Way,  he  was  truly  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  Perfon,  and  a  glorious  Pat¬ 
tern  for  all  Princes. 

He  died  in  the  Year  900,  the  5  2d  pi 
of  his  Age,  and  29th  of  his  Reign, 
and  was  buried  at  Winchefer.  His 
eldefl:  Son  Edmund ,  whom  he  de- 
figned  for  his  Succeffor,  died  before 
him  :  Edward  fucceeded  him  ;  and 
Ethelward  was  bred  a  Scholar  at 
Oxford ,  and  was  a  very  learned  Man. 
He  had  alfo  feveral  Daughters.  ED 
fleda  the  eldefl:,  who  was  married  to 
Ethelred,  Earl  of  Mercia,  became  fa¬ 
mous  in  her  Brother’s  Reign  :  Al- 
fuiitba  was  married  to  Baldwin ,  Earl 
of  Flanders  ;  and  Ethelgitha  was  Ab- 
befs  of  Shaftjlury  Nunnery,  found¬ 
ed  by  her  Father,  who  alfo  built 
two  Monafteries,  one  at  Athelingey 
or  Athelney,  and  another  at  Win- 
chef  er. 

Ebwarb 
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THE  greateft  Part  of  this  King’s 
Reign  was  a  Scene  of  T roubles 
and  Commotions,  but  he  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  extricate  himfelf 
out  of  them  all,  and  eltablifhed  him¬ 
felf  on  the  Throne  as  firmly  and  as 
glorioully  as  his  Father  had  done  be¬ 
fore  him.  The  Danes,  who  had 
been  quiet  all  the  latter  Part  of  Al¬ 
fred's  Reign,  began,  foon  after  his 
Death,  to  meditate  a  Revolt  from 
his  Son,  and  to  entertain  Thoughts 
of  freeing  themfelves  from  the  Eng- 
lijh  Yoke.  And  what  tended  to 
forward  their  Defigns,  was  King  Ed¬ 
ward's  Coufin  Ethelward's  fetting 
-  up  for  the  Crown.  He  was  Son  to 
Alfred's  eldeit  Brother  Ethelbert,  and 
being  now  come  of  Age  was  for  de¬ 
puting  the  Juftice  of  Ethelwulph's 
Will,  or  however  pretended,  that 
after  the  Death  of  the  four  Brothers, 
there  was  no  Reafon  the  Succeffion 
ihould  continue  in  the  Family  of  the 
youngeft.  But  meeting  with  no  En¬ 
couragement  from  the  Englijh ,  who 
remembering  the  Happinefs  they  en¬ 
joyed  under  Alfred,  were  firmly  at¬ 
tached  to  his  Son,  he  applied  him¬ 
felf  to  the  Danes .  Fie  began  with 
feizing  upon  Winburn  in  Dorfetjhire, 
and  theree'ndeavoured  to  fortify  him¬ 
felf,  fwearing  he  would  either  con¬ 
quer  or  die ;  but  King  Edward  came 
upon  him  fo  fuddenly,  that  with 
much  Difficulty  he  Hole  out  of  the 
Town  by  Night,  and  fled  to  the 
Danes,  who  were  then  up  in  Arms. 
Upon  his  coming  among  them,  they 
immediately  proclaimed  him  King 
of  England,  pretending,  as  they  were 
pofifeffed  of  half  the  Kingdom,  they 
had  as  much  Right  to  make  a  King 
as  the  W A -Saxons. 

Thefe  Proceedings  alarmed  King 
Edward,  and  made  him  refolve  to 
ule  all  his  Efforts  to  put  an  End  to 
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the  War,  before  the  Danes  fhould 
have  Opportunity  of  fending  over 
for  more  of  their  Countrymen.  He 
marched  direftly  towards  Northum¬ 
berland  at  the  Head  of  his  Army, 
which  daily  increafed;  andth t  Danes 
furprized  at  his  Expedition,  and  not 
able  to  refill  him,  were  forced  to  a- 
bandon  their  new-made  YEing  Ethel- 
ward,  and  banifh  him  out  of  their 
Country.  King  Edward  did  not 
challife  them  any  further  at  prefent, 
but  contented  himfelf  wdth  repairing 
feme  Fortrefles  in  Mercia,  in  order  to 
keep  them  within  narrower  Bounds. 

Elfled.a,  King  Edward's  Siller,  and 
her  Hulband  Ethelred,  Earl  of  Mer¬ 
cia,  were  of  great  Service  to  him  at 
this  Time,  by  keeping  the  Mercian 
Danes  in  Awe,  and  hindering  the 
Weljhixam  comingto  their  Affillance, 
.’Tis  faid  of  Elfleda,  that  having  had 
a  very  painful  Labour  with  her  firfl 
Child,  a  Daughter,  who  furvived 
her,  fhemadeaRefolution,  and  kept 
it,  never  to  be  in  the  like  Cafe  a- 
gain.  And  from  that  Time  fhe  de¬ 
voted  herfclf  wholly  to  Arms,  and 
gave  fignal  Proofs  of  her  Valour  in 
all  her  Brother’s  Wars. 

Ethelward  upon  his  being  forced 
to  leave  the  Country  went  over  to 
France,  and  in  a  Ihort  Time  returned 
with  a  powerful  Body  of  Normans, 
landed  them  in  EJfex,  and  foon  made 
himfelf  Mafcer  of  that  Province. 
This  encouraged  the  Danes  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  and  Eajl- Anglia  to  take 
up  Arms  again  in  his  Favour,  who 
invading  Mercia,  made  terrible  Ha- 
vock  in  that  Part  of  it  which  was 
inhabited  by  the  Englijh.  King  Ed¬ 
ward  not  fufpedling  thefe  new  Trou¬ 
bles,  had  difperfed  his  Troops ;  but 
as  foon  as  he  had  got  them  together, 
he  marched  them  againll  the  Danes, 
and  made  them  pay  dear  for  what 
D  they 
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.they  had  dtitie.  He  obtained  To  ma¬ 
ny  Victories  in  this  War,  that  the 
Danes  at  laft  defpaired  of  ever  being 
able  to  fhake  off  the  Englijh  Yoke. 
Ethelwqrd  was  flam  in  Battle  in  the 
Year  905,  in  which  Battle  (which 
was  very  obftinate  and  bloody  on 
both  Sides)  King  Edward  loft  many 
of  his  Nobles,  and  the  Danes  their 
King  Eolrick  ;  and  though  they  con¬ 
tinued  the  War  two  Years  after,  yet 
they  were  conftrained  at  laft  to  fue 
for  Peace,  which  they  obtained  on 
Condition  they  would  own  Ednvard 
as  their  Sovereign,  and  the  Normans 
lliould  return  to  France. 

However,  three  Years  after,  *viz. 
n)c  in  910,  the  War  broke  out  again, 
and  Edward  icon  beat  the  Danes  in 
two  Engagements,  took  from  them 
feveral  Towns  in  Mercia,  and  at  laft 
quite  expelled  them  cut  or  that 
Kingdom.  About  this  Time  Ethel- 
red  Earl  of  Mercia  died,  and  the 
Valiant  Elficda  his  Wife  having  for¬ 
tified  the  chief  Places  in  Mercia,  to 
prevent  the  Danes  ever  fettling  there 
agkin,  carried  her  Arms  into  Wales, 
and  compelled  the  Inhabitants  to  be¬ 
come  her  Tributaries.  She  lived 
not  long  after  this ;  but  died  at 
Damron h  in  the  Year  918. 

The  War  which  broke  out  afrefn 
between  the  Englifj  and  Danes  in 
910.,  lafted  with  feme  Intervals  of 
Refpite  twelve  Years,  in  which  Time 
a  great  Number  of  Battles  were 
fought,  and  th s Danes  continually  loft 
Ground,  till  Edward  obliged  them 
to  lay  down  their  Arms,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  him  once  more  as  their 


Sovereign.  After  the  Peace  waj 
concluded  with  the  Danes,  A.  D.y, 
922,  Edward  marched  again  ft  the 
Weljh,  who  af  ter  Elfed.au  Death  en¬ 
deavoured  to  free  themfelves  from 
the  Tribute  fhe  had  impofed  on 
them.  Pie  obtained  a  fignal  Vic¬ 
tory,  and  compelled  the  Weljh  King 
Rees  ap  Madoc  to  fue  for  Peace,  pro- 
mifing  to  pay  the  Tribute  for  the 
future.  The  Cumberland  Britons 
likewife  fubmitteb  to  Edward ;  and, 
as  fome  fay,  the  King  of  Scotland  did 
Homage  to  him  for  his  Kingdom. 

Thus  the  valiant  and  victorious 
King  Edward,  having  fubdued  all 
his  Enemies,  and  raifed  himfelf  to 
the  Summit  of  Power  and  Reputa¬ 
tion,  was  reigning  glorioufly  in 
Peace,  when  Death  put  a  Period  to 
his  Days  in  the  25th  Year  of  his 
Reign,  Anno  925.  So  that  he  enjoyed^ 
the  Fruits  of  his  Victories  but  for  a 
fhort  Time.  He  died  at  Farringtoy.  ' 
in  Berkjhire ,  and  was  interred  at  Win-  . 
chefer  near  his  great  Predeceftor  and 
Father,  the  famous  King  Alfred. 

He  had  by  his  Concubine  Egwina, 
and  two  Wives,  fix  Sons  and  nine 
Daughters.  Three  of  his  Sons  were 
fucceffively  Kings  cf  England ;  and 
of  his  Daughters,  f  ome  were  married 
to  powerful  Princes,  and  others  be¬ 
came  Nuns.  , 

The  Umverfity  of  Cambridge,  ac¬ 
cording  to  fome,  was  founded  by 
King  Edward,  A.  D.  91 5 .  But  there 
are  various  Opinions  about  the  Ori¬ 
gin  of  this  famous  Univeriity,  fome 
making  it  much  older,  and  others  of 
a  much  later  Date. 


AT  H  E  L  STAN. 

Afhelftan  was  the  Son  of  King  the  Clergy  and  Nobility,  being  then 
Edward  by  his  Concubine  Ed-  in  his  30th  Year.  His  good  Quali- 
wina ;  but  the  legitimate  Children  ties,  folid  Parts,  and  princely  Edu- 
being  under  Age,  he  was  advanced  cation,  made  amends  for  the  Defecft 
tp  the  Throne  with  the  Confent  of  of  his  Birth.  His  Grandfather  Al- 
l  fred. 
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fdd  had  a  grtat  Affeflion  for  him, 
and  conferred  on  him  the  Honour  of 
Knighthood,  by  girding  him  with 
a  Sword,  as.  the  Cuftom  then  was. 
The  Care  of  his  Education  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  his  Father  to  Ethclnd  and 
Eifreda,  of  whom  I  have  already 
made  mention  ;  and  by  being  pre- 
fent  at  all  their  Councils,  and  ac¬ 
companying  them  in  all  their  mili¬ 
tary  Expedition?,  he  had  acquired 
great  Skill  both  in  War  and  Poli¬ 
ticks  ;  and  fo  was  a  Prince  exceed¬ 
ingly  fit  to  govern  i  as  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared  through  the  whole  Courfe  of 
his  Reign. 

However,  fome  of  the  Nobles, 
difliking  Athelfians  Election,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  Plot  to  dethrone  him, 
and  make  Edwin,  Edward's  eldeft 
legitimate  Son,  King  in  his  Room  : 
But  the  Plot  was  difcovered,  and  Al¬ 
fred,  the  chief  of  the  Confpirators, 
apprehended.  He  denied  his  having 
any  Pland  in  it,  and  perfifting  in 
aiferting  his  Innocence,  offered  to 
purge  himfelf  by  Oath  before  the 
Pope.  Atbelfian  fent  him  to  Rome, 
and  there  as  loon  as  he  had  taken 
the  Oath,  it  is  faid,  that  he  fell  into 
a  fainting  Fit,  which  held  him  three 
Days,  and  then  he  died.  Atbelfian 
confifcated  his  Eftate,  and  gave  it  to 
Malmfbury  Monaftery. 

On  this  Plot  hangs  a  Story,  re¬ 
lated  by  Malmfbury ,  though  he  dilbe- 
lieves  it,  and  owns  it  is  founded  only 
on  fome  old  Ballads.  It  is  this : 
That  Prince  Edwin  being  accufed 
by  the  King’s  Cup-bearer  of  having 
been  concerned  in  the  Confpiracy, 
Atbelfian  thinking  it  not  advi fable 
to  put  him  to  Death  publickly,  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  put  on  board  a  Vef- 
fel  without  Sails  or  Rudder,  and 
expofed  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Waves. 
Edwin  protefled  his  Innocence,  and 
finding  the  King  his  Brother  inexo¬ 
rable,  leaped  over-board  and  was 
drowned.  At  held  an  foon  repented 
of  what  he  had  done,  and  to  atone 


for  his  Crime,  founded  the  Abbey  of 
Middleton  in  Dorjetfijire,  now  called 
Melton- Abbey ,  where  he  ordered 
Prayers  to  be  faid  Night  and  Day 
for  himfelf,  and  for  his  Brother’s 
Soul.  The  falfe  Accufer  did, not  go 
long  unpunifhed.  ForoneDay  wait¬ 
ing  at  the  King’s  Table,  one  of  his 
Feet  happening  to  flip,  he  would 
have  fallen,  if  he  had  not  recovered 
himfelf  with  the  other.  Upon  which 
he  merrily  faid  j  See  how  one  Brother 
helps  another  :  Which  the  King  over¬ 
hearing,  and  taking  it  as  a  Reproach 
cr  Banter  on  him  fer  his  Treatment 
of  his  Brother,  ordered  him  imme-  ,  - 
diately  to  be  executed. QtnjffrttC 

The  Danes  had  been  quiet  for 
fome  Time  ;  but  the  Death  of  King 
Edward,  and  the  Confpiracy  of  Al¬ 
fred,  encouraged  them  again  to  take 
Meafures  for  a  Revolt.  Atbelfian  be¬ 
ing  informed  of  this,  marched  with 
his  Arrny’immediately  towards  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  and  the  Danes  being 
furprized  at  his  fudden  Arrival  on 
their  Frontiers,  returned  to  their  Al¬ 
legiance.  He  not  only  pardoned 
their  King  Sitbrick,  but  gave  him 
his  Sifter  Editha  in  Marriage,  on 
Condition  he  would  receive  Baptifm. 

And  fo  having  fettled  Matters  in  the 
North,  he  returned  to  Weffex  ;  but 
Sitbrick  dying  foon  after,  and  leaving 
behind  him  two  Sons,  Anlajf  and 
Godfrid, '  Atbelfian  marched  again 
into  Northumberland,  and  with  fuch 
Expedition,  that  thofe  two  Princes, 
as  well  as  Reginald,  another  Danijh 
King,  had  Pearce  Time  to  efcape. 

By  their  hafty  Flight,  he  had  an 
Opportunity  of  making  himfelf  Ma¬ 
iler  of  all  Northumberland,  except 
the  Caftle  of  York. 

Anlajf  fed  firib  into  Ireland,  and 
foon  after  went  over  to  Scotland, 
and  prevailed  on  Confiantine  King 
of  Scotland,  to  join  his  Forces  with 
his,  in  order  to  drive  Atbelfian  out 
of  Northumberland.  In  the  mean 
Time,  whilft  they  were  concerting 
D  2  Meafures, 
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Meafures,  and  Anlaff was  gone  back 
to  Ireland  to  get  ready  the  Troops 
he  had  engaged  to  furnifh,  Atbelftan 
was  returned  to  Weffex,  fufpedting 
nothing  of  the  Matter ;  and  foon 
after  found  himfelf  involved  in  a 
War  with  Honvel  King  of  Wales, 
which  was  contrived  by  Conjiantine , 
to  keep  Aihelftan  employed,  whilft 
he  and  Anlaff  fhould  invade  Nor¬ 
thumberland.  But  he  was  difappoint- 
ed  in  his  Aim  ;  for  Atheljian  giving 
Ho-ivel Battle,  entirely  defeated  him ; 
and  then  marching  into  Scotland  to 
chaftife  Conjiantine  for  abiding  the 
Weljh,  he  took  fome  of  their  Towns ; 
but  Conjiantine,  to  gain  Time  till 
Anlaff  with  the  Irijh  fhould  join 
him,  fued  for  Peace,  which  Atheljian 
granted,  being  dcfirous,  if  poflible, 
to  make  him  his  Friend,  and  having 
reflored  to  him  all  the  Places  he  had 
taken,  returned  to  Weffex. 

Neverthelefs  Conjiantine  proceed¬ 
ed  in  his  Defigns  againft  Atheljian, 
and  Anlaff  made  all  the  Hade  he 
could  to  join  him,  having  perfuaded 
the  Irijh,  Weljh,  and  Northumbrian 
Danes  to  enter  into  the  Confederacy. 
They  carried  on  Matters  fo  fecretly, 
that  Anlaff  entered  the  Humber  with 
a  very  considerable  Fleet,  and  in¬ 
vaded  Northumberland,  before  Athel¬ 
jian  knew  any  thing  of  the  Defign. 
But  he  was  even  with  them,  for  as 
foon  as  ever  he  was  informed  of  this 
Invafion,  he  ufed  fuel's  Expedition, 
that  he  came  upon  the  Confederates 
before  they  were  aware.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  two  Armies  engaged 
at  Brunanhurgh,  and  after  a  bloody 
Battle  Atheljian  came  off  vi&orious. 
The  Scotch  King,  fix  Irijh  and  Weljh 
Kings,  and  twelve  Earls  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Officers  were  flain.  This  Victory 
was  chiefly  owing  to  71 urketul,  Athel¬ 
jian  %  Coufin,  afterwards  Abbot  of 
Cray  land. 

A  little  before  this  famous  Battle 
was  fought,  A niff  difguifed  himfelf 
like  a  Harper,  as  King  Alfred  had 


done  before  him,  and  went  into  the 
Engl  iff  Camp  to  obferve  the  Pofture 
of  the  Enemy.  A  Soldier,  however, 
happened  to  know  him,  but  let  him 
depart  undifcovered  ;  and  as  foon  as 
he  judged  him  fafe,  acquainted  Atbel¬ 
ftan  with  the  Affair,  and  advifed  him 
to  remove  his  Tent,  believing  the 
Danijh  Prince  had  a  Defign  againft 
that  Quarter.  The  Reafon  why  he 
did  not  difcover  the  Secret  fooner, 
he  told  the  King,  was,  becaufe  he 
had  formerly  given  his  Military  Oath 
to  Anlaff,  and  therefore  could  not  re- 
Jolve  to  betray  h'un.  Athelfan  ad¬ 
mitted  of  his  Excufe,  and  took  his 
Advice  about  the  Removal  of  bis 
Tent;  which  it  was  well  he  did: 
For  the  very  next  Night,  Anlaff, 
with  a  Body. of  chofen  Men,  attack¬ 
ed  the  Englijh  Camp,  and  rufhed  to 
the  very  Place  where  he  had  obferv- 
ed  the  King’s  Tent :  And  a  Bifhop, 
who  had  accidentally  pitched  his 
there,  was  flain. 

After  the  Battle  of  Brunanhurgh , 
King  Athelfan  extended  his  Con- 
quefts  into  Scotland ;  and  chaftifed 
the  Weljh  for  joining  in  the  League 
againft  him,  by  augmenting  their 
Tribute  to  zo  Pounds  Weight  of 
Gold,  300  of  Silver,  and  25,000 
Head  of  Cattle,  and  confining  them 
beyond  the  Wye.  He  kept  a  ftridier 
Hand  over  the  Northumbrian  Danes , 
and  having  fettled  the  Affairs  in  the 
North,  marched  againft  the  Cornijh 
Britons,  took  Exeter,  repaired  and 
fortified  it,  and  pent  thofe  Britons 
up  beyond  the  Tamar. 

As  Athelfan  was  a  good  Friend  to 
the  Monafleries,  the  Monks  relate 
a  great  many  Miracles  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour,  as  they  never  fail  to  do  con¬ 
cerning  their  Benefactors.  They  tell 
us,  that  at  the  Word  of  St.  John  of 
Beverly,  he  ftruck  his  Sword  three 
Yards  deep  into  a  folid  Rock,  with 
as  much  Eafe  as  if  it  had  been  fo 
much  Butter.  They  fay  alfo,  that 
having  loft  his  Sword  at  the  Battle 
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of  Brunanhurgh ,  another  fell  from 
Heaven,  and  Iheathed  itfelf  in  his 
Scabbard.  But  enough  of  thefe 
Tales.  ’Tis  certain  however,  that 
Atheljian,  if  we  ftrip  his  Hiftory  of 
all  the  Embellifhments  of  Miracles, 
was  a  great  and  wife  Prince,  that  he 
was  dreaded  by  his  Neighbours,  be¬ 
loved  by  his  Subjects,  and  refpe&ed 
by  the  greateft  Princes  in  Europe, 
from  whom  he  received  many  confi- 
derable  Prefents :  And  the  noble 
Matches  he  made  for  his  Sillers  were 
a  further  Proof  of  his  great  Reputa¬ 
tion  in  the  World.  Though  he  was 
chiefly  engaged  in  military  Affairs, 
yet  he  was  not  negligent  of  civil  Con¬ 
cerns.  He  made  Jultice  to  flourilh 
throughout  his  Dominions,  and  ad¬ 
ded  many  excellent  Laws  lo  thofe  of 
King  Alfred.  He  caufed  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  be  tranflated  into  the  Saxon 
Tongue,  and  took  particular  Care  to 


E  D  M  U 

DMUND  was  now  the  eldeft 
of  Edward  the  Elder’s  legiti¬ 
mate  Sons,  and  was  about  18  Years 
old  when  he  came  to  the  Crown. 
He  too  was  a  Prince  of  a  good  Cha¬ 
racter,  was  beloved  of  his  Subjects, 
and  ftudied  their  Happinefs ;  and  in 
this  Refpedt,  as  well  as  in  his  milita¬ 
ry  Actions  and  Succelfes,  his  Reign, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Length  of  it, 
was  much  like  his  Brother  Athel¬ 
jian' s. 

No  fooner  had  Edmund  begun  his 
Reign,  but  the  rcftlefs  Danes  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  Revolt;  and Anlaff,  who 
had  fled  to  Ireland  after  his  late  De¬ 
feat,  endeavoured  to  regain  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Northumberland.  Accord¬ 
ingly  being  furnifhed  with  Troops 
by  Olaus  King  of  Norw  ay,  he  once 
more  entered  Northumberland,  and 
coming  before  York,  the  Gates  were 
opened  to  him  ;  which  Example  was 
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have  it  well  done,  employing  the 
molt  learned  Men  in  the  Kingdom  • 
for  that  Purpofe. 

He  died  without  Tflue  in  941,  be-  ^44 
ing  the  1 6th  Year  of  his  Reign,  three 
Years  after  the  Victory  at  Brunan- 
burgh,  and  was  buried  at  Malmjbury. 

The  romantick  Story  of  Guy  Earl  — 4- 
of  Wi arnvick  relates  to  this  Reign. 

The  Story  is  this  :  That  when  Cole- 
brand,  a  huge  Danijh  Giant,  had  de¬ 
fied  all  the  Englijh,  and  Atheljian 
was  at  a  great  Lots  for  a  Champion 
to  fight  him,  this  Guy  returned  in 
the  Nick  of  Time  from  the  Holy 
Land,  in  the  Habit  of  a  Pilgrim  ; 
and  being  known  to  none  but  the 
King,  accepted  the  Challenge,  and 
fought  and  killed  Colebrand,  near 
Winchejler ;  upon  which  the  Danes 
yielded,  and  Guy  retired  to  a  Her¬ 
mit’s  Cell,  where  he  ended  his 
Days. 
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followed  by  moft  of  the  other  Towns. 
After  he  had  thus  recovered  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  he  marched  into  Mer¬ 
cia,  and  by  the  Afiiftance  of  his 
Countrymen  got  Pofleflion  of  feveral 
Places  which  Edward  had  taken 
from  them. 

King  Edmund,  though  fo  young, 
not  intimidated  at  the  Enemy’s  Pro- 
grefs,  drew  his  Forces  together,  and 
marched  refolutely  towards  the  North: 
And  Anlaff  hearing  that  Edmund  was 
advancing  to  give  him  Battle,  drew 
towards  him  with  the  fame  Defign. 
The  two  Armies  engaged  near  Chef- 
ter,  but  with  doubtful  Succefs,  and 
were  repairing  to  renew  the  Fight 
by  the  next  Morning ;  but  the  A  rab¬ 
bi  (hops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  who 
were  in  the  two  Armies,  laboured  fo 
hard  for  a  Peace,  that  a  Treaty  was 
concluded  by  Break  of  Day,  by 
which  Edmund  delivered  up  to  the 
D  3  Danes 
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Danes  all  the  Country  North  of 
W ailing- ftreet,  which  divided  Eng¬ 
land  aimoft  into  two  equal  Parts, 
running  from  North-Wales  to  the 
Sea  on  the  South  of  Kent.  King 
Edmund  did  not  at  all  like  this  Trea¬ 
ty,  but  was  forced  to  comply  by  his 
Nobles  that  were  in  the  Army  : 
However,  an  Affair  foon  happened 
which  ended  much  more  to  his  Sa¬ 
tisfaction. 

Anlaff  had  laid  heavy  Taxes  on 
his  People,  in  order  to  pay  off  the 
Debt  he  had  contrafted  with  the 
King  of  Norway  for  the  Forces  he 
had  lent  him.  This  made  his  Sub¬ 
jects  fo  uneafy,  that  the  Deiccms  loon 
revolted  and  fet  up  Reginald,  Att- 
laff's  Coufin,  for  their  King.  Ed¬ 
mund  taking-  Advantage  of  the  Quar- 
rel  between  the  two  Kings,  marched 
at  the  Plead  of  his  Army  towards 
the  North.  Pie  contented  himfelf  at 
thisTime  with  making  Peace  between 
them,  and  obliging-  both  Anlaff  and 
Reginald  to  fwear  Allegiance  to  him, 
and  be  baptifed. 

Edmund  was  hardly  returned  to 
Weffex,  v.'hen  the  two  ungrateful 
Kings  with  one  Confent  took  up 
Arms  in  order  to  fhake  off  the  Eng- 
lijh  Yoke,  and  in  this  Caule  were 
likewife  embarked  the  Mercian  Danes 
and  the  King  of  Cumberland.  As 
fcon  as  Edmund  had  Intelligence  of 
there  Proceedings,  he  marched  into 
Mercia,  and  tack  Lcicefler ,  Stafford, 
Darby,  Nottingham,  and  fome  other 
Tovvns  from  the  Danes,  before  the 
Northumbrians  could  join  them  ;  and 
then  advancing  with  the  utmoft  Ex¬ 
pedition  into  Northumberland,  put 
the  Danes  there  in  fo  terrible  a  Con- 
fternation,  that  the  two  Kings,  who 
had  not  yet  drawn  their  Forces  toge¬ 
ther,  made  the  bell  of  their  Way, 
and  fled  out  of  the  Ifland.  The 
f)anes  upon  this  threw  down  their 
Arms,  and  fwore  Allegiance  to  Ed¬ 
mund.  This  done,  he  marched  into 
Cumberland,  and  having  foon  fubdued 


that  little  Kingdom,  he  gave  it  to  the^. 
King  of  Scotland ,  to  fix  him  the  mope  m 
firmly  to  his  Intereft.  He  referved  In  ¬ 
deed  the  Sovereignty  of  it  to  himfelf, 
and  obliged  the  Scotch  King  to  do 
him  Homage  for  it,  and  to  appear 
at  the  Englifh  Court,  if  fummoned, 
on  all  folemn  Feilivals. 

King  Edmund havin g  thus  fubdued 
his  Enemies,  and  made  himfelf  fa¬ 
mous  for  his  Valour  and  great  Suc- 
ceffes,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
would  doubtlcfs  have  rendered  his 
People  happy  in  Peace,  if  he  had 
not  been  iuddenly  taken  off  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  Death,  juft  as  he  was  beginning 
to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  his  Victories. 

As  he  was  celebrating  the  Feftival 
of  the  Converfion  of  the  Saxons  at 
Pucklekirk  in  Gloucejlerjhire,  one  Leolf  -~~ 
a  notorious  Robber,  who  had  been 
banilhed  for  his  Crimes,  impudently 
came  and  feated  himfelf  in  the  Hall 
where  the  King  was  at  Dinner.  Ed¬ 
mund  provoked  at  his  Infc.lence,  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  feized  ;  but  cbferv- 
ing  he  was  drawing  his  Dagger  to 
defend  himfelf,  the  King  ftarted  up 
in  a  great  Rage,  and  taking  hold  of 
him  by  the  Hair,  dragged  him  out 
of  the  Flail :  And  yvhilft  he  was 
wholly  engaged  in  venting  his  Paf- 
fion,  the  infamous  Leolf  hd-bked  him 
to  the  Heart  with  his  Dagger,  fo  that 
he  fell  dead  on  the  Spot,  in  the  3th 
Year  of  his  Reign.  A.  D.  94S,  leav-  g 
i’ng  behind  him  two  Sons,  Ednuy,  ancr  ^ 
Edgar,  by  Elginja  his  Wife.  He  was 
buried  at  Glaftcnbury,  where  Dutijlan 
was  then  Abbot. 

Some  of  this  King’s  Laws  are  ftill 
in  being,  which  fhew  how  much  he 
regarded  the  Good  of  his  Subjects. 
Among  the  reft  he  ordered,  that  in 
Gangs  of  Robbers,  the  oldeft  of-H 
them  ihould  be  hanged  :  Which  was 
the  firft  Law  in  England  that  pu- 
nifhed  Robbery  with  Death,  the  Pu- 
nifhment  before  being  only  pecu¬ 
niary. 

ED  RED. 
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*"5T"V  HE  Danes,  ever  uneafy  under 
the  Englijb  Yoke,  tho’  queM’d 
In  feveral  preceding  Reigns,  yet  corn- 
frionly  upon  the  Acceflion  of  a  new 
King,  endeavoured,  by  railing  freili 
Troubles,  to  a/Tert  their  Indepen¬ 
dency,  thinking  to  make  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  Minority  or  a  difputed 
Title,  or  hoping  the  new  Monarch 
might  not  prove  equal  to  his  Pre- 
decelfors  in  Courage  and  Condudt. 
Thus  at  the  Beginning  of  Edred' s 
Reign,  they  thought  they  had  an¬ 
other  Opportunity  of  trying  their 
Strength,  as  the  King  was  young, 
and  they  hoped  unexperienced,  and 
might  be  confounded  by  any  fudden 
Attack,  which  he  little  expefled. 
This  therefore  they  refolvcd  upon, 
and  the  belter  to  effeft  their  Defigns, 
they  gained  over  to  their  Side  Mal¬ 
colm  King  of  Scotland.  But  the 
Danes  were  again  greatly  difappcint- 
ed,  for  Edrcd  being  informed  of 
their  Defigns,  was  got  into  the 
Heart  of  Northumberland,  before  the 
Enemy  was  prepared  to  refill  him. 
They  had  therefore  no  other  Way 
left,  but  to  fue  for  Peace  on  any 
Terms.  Edred  having  lined  or  pu- 
nifhed  fome  of  the  chief  Authors  of 
the  Revolt,  marched  towards  Scot¬ 
land  in  order  to  challife  Malcolm. 
But  he  hearing  what  had  paffed  in 
Northumberland,  ltruck  up  a  Peace 
with  Edred,  and  paid  him  the  llipu- 
lated  Homage. 

But  the  Danes  could  not  yet  be 
quiet ;  for  foon  after  Edred  was  re¬ 
turned  to  WeJJ'ex,  they  revolted  a- 
gain,  and  called  home  Jnlaff',  who 
made  fuch  a  Progrefs,  that  it  was  al- 
molt  impcflible  to  have  refilled  him, 
if  he  had  not  treated  his  Subjects  in 
fo  tyrannical  a  Manner,  that  it  oc- 
cafioned  a  ftrong  Party  to  be  formed 
againil  him  :  So  that  he  was  once 


more  obliged  to  retire  to  Ireland, 
and  one  Eric  was  made  King  in  his 
Room..  But  many  of  the  Northum¬ 
brians  dill  adhering  to  Anlaff,  their 
Country  was  divided  into  two  Fac¬ 
tions,  who  aimed  at  each  other’s  De- 
ftruftion.  This  gave  Edred  fuch  an 
Advantage,  as  ended  in  the  entire 
Reduftion  of  Northumberland.  For 
he  marched  at  the  Head  of  his  Ar¬ 
my  with  all  Expedition  into  the 
North,  whilfl  all  Things  were  in 
Confufion,  made  a  terrible  Slaughter 
among  the  Rebels,  and  laid  walle 
the  Country  for  feveral  Miles :  Eric, 
upon  his  Approach,  fled  into  Scot¬ 
land,  and  the  Northumbrians  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  to  call  themfelves 
upon  Edred' s  Mercy,  which  they  did 
with  fuch  folemn  Oaths  and  Pro-- 
teflations  of  future  Fidelity,  that  he 
being  of  a  generous  Difpolition,  was 
moved  with  Compaflion  towards 
them,  and  replaced  Eric  on  the 
Throne,  only  impoflng  a  Tribute 
on  him,  and  making  him  fwear  Al¬ 
legiance  to  him.  But  the  treache¬ 
rous  and  perfidious  Danes,  notwith- 
ltanding  this  Aft  of  Clemency  in 
the  King,  laid  an  Ambulh  for  him 
in  the  Way,  as  he  was  returning  in 
a  carelefs  Manner  towards  TTeffex, 
and  fell  fuddcnly  on  his  Rear,  which 
put  them  in  fo  great  a  Diforder, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Cou¬ 
rage,  Refolution  and  good  Conduct 
of  the  King,  his  Army  had  been  all 
cut  in  Pieces.  Exafperated  to  the 
lalt  Degree  at  their  Treachery,  he 
marched  back  to  Northumberland,  re- 
folvipg  to  puniih  them  without  Mer¬ 
cy.  His  Return  threw  them  into 
fuch  a  Panick,  that  in  the  moi’t 
humble  and  abject  Manner  they  im¬ 
plored  his  Pardon,  on  what  Terms 
he  Ihould  be  pleafed  to  impofe  ;  and 
being  confcious  that  he  had  Realon 
5*  4  to 


40  Saxon  M  o 

to  queftion  their  Sincerity,  to  con¬ 
vince  him  of  it,  renounced  their  Al¬ 
legiance  to  Eric,  and  put  Amac,  An- 
lajf's  Son,  to  Death,  as  the  chief 
Author  of  their  late  perfidious  Be¬ 
haviour.  By  thefe  Means  Edred  was 
pacified  :  Neverthelefs  he  garrifoned 
all  their  Towns  with  Englijh  Sol¬ 
diers,  diverted  Northumberland  of  its 
Royalty  ;  and  reduced  it  to  a  Pro¬ 
vince,  making  Earl  Ofulf  \  an  Eng- 
lijhman ,  the  firft  Governor. 

Edred  now  abfolute  Lord  of  all 
England,  governed  his  Kingdom  in 
perfeft  Tranquillity,  and  turned  his 
Thoughts  wholly  to  Religion,  where¬ 
in  he  was  implicitly  direfted  by  Dun- 
Jlan,  Abbot  of  Glajlenbury,  who  had 
in  every  Thing  the  Afcendant  over 
him.  He  made  him  his  Treafurer, 
by  his  Advice  he  rebuilt  Glajlenbury 
Church  and  Monartery,  gave  all  man¬ 
ner  of  Indulgence  to  the  Monks,  ad¬ 
mitting  them  into  the  Church  Liv¬ 
ings,  and  fometimes  humbled  him- 
felf  fo  low  as  even  to  receive  Dif- 
cipline  by  fcourging  at  Dunjlan  s 
Hands.  The  Monks  in  their  Turn 
were  not  ungrateful  to  Dunjlan  for 
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his  good  Offices  ;  they  equalled  if 
not  preferred  him  to  the  Saints  of 
the  firft  Rank,  and  even  to  the 
Apoftles  ;  proclaimed  every  where -H 
that  Miracles  were  wrought  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour,  and  that  he  was  often  honour¬ 
ed  with  divine  Revelations :  And  if 
Edred  had  lived  much  longer,  Dunjlan 
and  the  Monks  would  in  all  Proba¬ 
bility  have  carried  all  before  them. 
Befides  Glajlenbury ,  this  King  alfo 
rebuilt  Croyland dJ\&.Abington  Monaf- 
teries,  which  laft  was  founded  by  Ina. 

Edred  died  in  the  tenth  Year  of 
his  Reign,  and  was  buried  at  Win- 
chejter ;  though  fome  fay  he  reigned 
but  feven  Years,  and  died  in  955^ 
He  was  the  youngeft  Son  of  Edward 
the  Elder,  and  left  two  Sons,  who 
did  not  fucceed  him  ;  but  Ednxy,  Son 
to  Edmund,  his  elder  Brother,  was  af¬ 
ter  him  placed  on  the  Throne. 

In  one  of  Edred' s  Charters,  if  they 
are  genuine,  he  ftiles  himfelf Monarch— 
of  Albion,  and  in  another  King  of 
Great-Britain  ;  as  Edgar  did  after 
him.  But  this  Title  was  difufed  by 
their  Succertbrs,  till  the  Reign  of 
James  I. 


E  D  W  T. 


THIS  Prince  was  but  14  Years 
old  when  he  came  to  the 
Crown,  and  was  fo  remarkably  hand- 
fome  that  he  obtained  the  Surname 
of  Panealus,  or  The  Fair.  His  Cha¬ 
racter  is  very  differently  reprefented. 
The  Monks  make  him  a  very  vici¬ 
ous  and  wicked  Prince ;  but  little 
Credit  is  to  be  given  to  what  they 
write:  For  as  all  w ere.  Saints,  who 
were  Friends  to  them,  who  built 
and  endowed  Monafteries,  or  be¬ 
llowed  large  Donations  upcn  them  ; 
fo  all  were  Demils  in  their  Account, 
who  were  their  Enemies ;  or  oppofed 
any  of  their  exorbitant  Incroach- 
3 


ments.  This  tvas  the  Cafe  of  poor 
Ednxy,  and  therefore  the  Monks 
thought  they  could  not  blacken  him 
too  much.  They  fay,  that  on  the 
very  Day  of  his  Coronation,  he 
withdrew  from  his  Nobles  to  the 
Apartment  of  his  Miftrels,  who  was 
Wife  to  one  of  his  Courtiers,  and 
that  Dunjlan  alone  had  the  Courage 
to  go  and  reprimand  him,  and  with 
much  Difficulty  brought  him  away. 
And  fome,  to  put  the  Matter  in  a 
yet  worfe  Light,  fay  that  he  kept 
the  Mother,  as  well  as  the  Daugh, 
ter,  whofe  Name  was  Elgiva,  and 
that  he  was  between  them  on  the 
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Bed,  when  Dunjlan  went  to  fetch 
him.  But  we  need  only  give  one 
Inflance  of  the  Spirit  of  the  iVlonks, 
to  fhew  how  little  they  are  to  be  be¬ 
lieved.  They  fay,  that  Edwy's  Soul, 
after  his  Death,  was  dragged  to  Hell 
by  a  Legion  of  Devils,  one  of  whom 
was  fent  to  Dunjlan  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  good  News ;  who  inftead 
of  rejoicing  at  it,  prayed  fo  earnelfly 
—  for  his  Soul,  that  God  fnatched  it 
from  the  Devils,  and  tranilated  it  to 
Paradife.  Whatever  there  may  be 
in  the  Story  of  Ww/s  Amours,  ’tis 
plain,  he  might  have  had  Miftreffes 
without  all  this  Noife,  if  he  had 
been  a  Friend  to  the  Monks ;  for 
his  Brother  Edgar  was  much  more 
guilty  this  Way,  and  yet  they  were 
not  at  all  difpleafed  with  him.  How¬ 
ever  it  be,  Ednxy  found  to  his  Cell, 
what  it  was  to  have  fuch  Enemies  as 
the  Monks,  as  will  appear  by  what 
follows. 

He  was  no  fooner  on  the  Throne, 
than  he  commanded  Dunjlan  to  give 
an  Account  of  the  Money  the  late 
King  had  intruded  him  with.  Dun¬ 
jlan  refuted  to  obey,  alledging  the 
Money  had  been  expended  for  pious 
Ufes.  The  King’s  Council  were  not 
for  pufhing  this  Affair  any  farther, 
for  fear  of  the  People,  who  had  a 
high  Notion  of  Dunjlan  s,  Sanctity, 
and  an  extravagant  Veneration  for 
the  Monks  and  their  Religious  Houjes, 
Y—  fo  that  they  branded  every  one  who 
fpoke  again  It  them  as  impious  and 
projane.  However,  to  mortify  the 
Abbot,  the  Monks  were  turned  out 
of  the  Benefices  they  had  invaded, 
and  the  Secular  Priefis  reltored.  Upon 
this  a  hideous  Clamour  was  raifed, 
as  if  Religion  was  never  in  fo  great 
Danger,  and  the  Monks  vented  the 
moll  bitter  Invectives  imaginable. 
Thofe  of  MalmJlury  made  the  great- 
eft  Outcry  of  all,  and  were  there¬ 
fore  turned  out  of  their  Monaltery, 
which  was  given  to  the  Secular 
Priefis.  William  of  Mahnjbury ,  who 


was  of  this  Houfe,  fays,  that  after 
it  bad  been  in  the  PoJJeJfion  of  Monks 
for  270  Tears,  it  woas  tnade  a  Stable 
of  Clerks.  Dunjlan,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  chief  Author  of  thele 
Clamours,  was  banilhed,  or,  as  fome 
fay,  voluntarily  retired  to  a  Monaf- 
tery  in  Flanders. 

And  now  the  Monks  with  all  their 
Might  cried  down  the  Government 
of  the  young  King,  and  reprefented 
him  as  the  moll  impious  of  Men. 

This  foon  occafioned  an  Infurrection 
in  Mercia,  and  Edgar  the  King’s 
Brother  headed  the  Revolters,  and 
having  fecured  that  Part  of  the 
Country,  he  marched  into  Northum¬ 
berland  and  Eafi- Anglia,  where  the 
Danes,  always  glad  of  any  Dillur- 
bance  among  the  Englijh,  readily 
joined  him.  Ednsjy  was  unprepared 
to  quell  this  Rebellion,  not  imagin¬ 
ing  it  was  in  the  Power  of  the  Monks 
to  do  fo  much  Mifchief,  and  know¬ 
ing  that  neither  the  People  nor  his 
Brother  had  any  jull  Caufe  of  Com¬ 
plaint.  And  fo  the  Event  was,  that 
he  could  only  keep  WeJJex,  which 
preferred  its  Fidelity  to  him,  and 
was  forced  to  deliver  up  all  the  rell, 
of  which  Edgar  was  at  length  cho- 
fen  the  Head,  with  the  Title  of 
King  of  Mercia.  Edtvy  did  not  long 
furvive  this  Partition :  For  being 
vexed  at  his  being  deprived  of  fo 
great  a  Part  of  his  Dominions,  and 
that  the  Monks  had  thus  got  the 
better  of  him,  he  fell  into  a  deep 
Melancholy,  which  put  an  End  to 
his  Life,  after  he  had  reigned  a  little 
above  four  Years.  He  was  buried  cJfjSo 
at  Winchefier.  Notwith Handing  the 
Calumnies  and  malicious  Mifrepre- 
fentations  of  the  Monks,  there  are 
other  Hillorians  who  give  him  a 
good  Character,  faying,  the  Nation 
flourished  under  his  Government, 
and  feeming  to  lament  his  living  no 
longer,  particularly  Huntingdon,  who 
was  no  Party  in  the  Quarrel. 
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EDGAR,  the  other  Son  of  Ed¬ 
mund,  was  King  of  one  Part 
of  England,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  before  his  Brother  Ed--wy 
died,  and  after  his  Death  he  fuC- 
ceeded  to  the  Whole.  This  was  in 
ya  959,  when  he  was  no  more  than 
16  Years  old.  His  Reign  was  one 
continual  Calm,  without  any  W'ars 
or  Commotions,  whence  he  had  the 
Surname  of  Peaceable.  This  unin¬ 
terrupted  Peace  was  chiefly  owing  to 
his  vaft  Preparations  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  fo  that  none  dared  to  at¬ 
tack  him.  He  always  kept  a  large 
— Handing  Army  in  the  North  to  awe 
the  Danes,  and  had  a  prodigious  Fleet 
at  Sea,  diftributed  in  all  the  Ports, 
and  cruiflng  continually  round  the 
Ifland.  By  thefe  Means  he  kept  all 
quiet  at  home,  and  prevented  any 
Invafion  from  abroad  ;  and  without 
linking  a  Stroke,  obliged  the  Kings 
of  Wales,  Ireland,  and  the  If.e  of 
Mar.,  to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
Sovereign.  And  ’tis  even  Paid  th at 
keeping  his  Court  at  Chefer,  and 
having  a  Mind  to  vilit  the  Monaftery 
of  St.  John  Baptifi ,  he  was  rowed 
— down  the  River  Dee  by  eight  Kings, 
his  ValTals,  he  himfelf  fitting  at  the 
Helm.  There  was  another  Circum- 
itance  alfo  which  tended  to  keep 
Things  quiet  during  all  Edgar's 
Reign  ;  and  that  was  his  being  the 
great  Patron  and  Proteftor  of  the 
Monks :  For  as  the  common  People 
were  generally  very  fuperflitioufly 
devoted  to  their  Interell,  the  Partv 
that  fided  with  the  Monks  was  by  far 
the  lirongeft,  and  ’twas  too  much  in 
their  Power  to  preferve  Peace,  or 
create  Difturbances  and  raife  Rebel¬ 
lions,  juft  as  they  had  a  Mind. 

Edgar's  Character  is  varioufly  re- 
prefented  by  Hiftorians.  The  Monk- 
ilh  Writers  are  extravagant  in  Petting 


forth  his  Praifes,  and  no  wonder, 
conftdering  how  much  he  did  for 
their  Order.  He  recalled  Dunfan 
from  Banifhment,  made  himBifhop 
of  Worcefer,  and  afterwards  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  and  gave  him¬ 
felf  up  entirely  to  his  Direction.  By 
his  Advice  he  made  Ofasald  Bifhop 
of  Worcejler,  after  Dunfan' s  Trani- 
lation  to  Canterbury,  and  Ethehuold 
Bifliop  of  Winchefier  :  Thefe  were 
Monks,  and  faft  Friends  to  Dunfan  ; 
and  thefe  three  Prelates,  by  holding- 
together,  entirely  governed  the 
Church  during  Edgar’s  Reign.  The 
Confequence  of  this  was,  that  the 
Secular Priefts  were  expelled  the  Mo- 
nafleries,  and  the  Regulars  put  in 
their  Room  :  Thefe  latter  were  alfo 
again  put  in  Poftcfiion  of  the  Eccie- 
fiaftical  Benefices,  and  the  Seculars 
ejected.  The  Secular  Clergy'  were- 
indeed  very  corrupt  in  their  Morals, 
but  the  chief  Offence  was  their  mar¬ 
rying.  Befides  thefe  Favours,  which 
Edgar  with  a  high  Hand  conferred 
on  the  Monks,  he  is  faid  to  have 
founded  forty  Monafteries,  and  to 
have  repaired  and  beautified  many 
more  ;  and  was  fo  very  liberal  in  his 
Donations,  that  ’twas  lcarce  poflible 
for  him  to  do  more  for  the  Monks 
than  he  did.  No  wonder  then,  if 
he  was  honoured  with  the  Title  of 
Saint  after  his  Death. 

Others  make  Edgar  a  very  wicked 
Man,  and  reprefent  him  as  one  of 
the  vileft  of  Princes.  But  the  moft 
candid  and  impartial  Writers  fay, 
there  was  a  great  Mixture  of  good 
and  bad  Qualities  in  him,  and  that 
if  we  confider  him  only  in  his  poli¬ 
tical  Capacity,  he  was  truly  a  great 
King.  Some  of  his  Adtions  which 
merit  Prajfe  I  fhall  here  fet  down. 
He  contrived  a  good  Expedient  to 
clear  the  Country  of  Wolves,  which 

were 
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svere  then  very  numerous,  and  made 
terrible  Havock  among  the  Flocks 
and  Herds.  Inftead  of  the  Tribute 
of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Cattle  paid 
him  by  the  Wcljb ,  he  ordered  them, 

,  in  961,  to  bring  him  every  Year 
300  Wolves  Heads ;  and  publiihed 
throughout  England  a  general  Par¬ 
don  to  all  Criminals,  on  Condition 
they  brought  him  by  fuch  a  Time  a 
certain  Number  of  W’olves  Tongues, 
in  Proportion  to  their  feveral  Crimes. 
Jn  Ccnfequence  of  this,  the  Wolves 
were  fo  hunted  and  defrayed,  that 
by  three  Years  End  there  was  not 
one  left  in  the  Country.  He  more¬ 
over  took  Care  to  free  the  Nation 
from  a  Sort  of  Creatures  worfe  than 
Wolves,  I  mean  corrupt  and  unjuft 
Judges  and  Magiftrates.  To  this 
End  he  every  Year  took  a  Progrefs 
through  fome  Part  of  his  Dominions, 
to  hear  the  Complaints  of  his  Sub¬ 
jects  againft  thefe  pernicious  Ver¬ 
min  ;  and  made  a  Law  that  every 

-  Judge  convicted  of  having  given  an 
unjuit  Sentence,  fhouid  be  fined,  if 

—  he  did  it  ignorantly ;  but  if  know¬ 
ingly,  fhouid  be  difmifTed  from  his 
Office  for  ever. 

If  we  confider  fome  Actions  of 
another  Kind,  fuch  as  a  bloody  Exe¬ 
cution,  done  by  his  Order  in  the 
JJle  of  7  hanet,  upon  a  very  flight 
Occaiion,  and  his  criminal  Amours, 
we  may  judge  that  the  Monks,  who 
have  been  fo  lavifh  in  his  Praifes, 
would  have  given  him  no  better 
Quarter  than  they  did  his  Brother 
Edvjy,  if  he  had  not  been  fo  fall  a 
Friend  to  them.  His  firft  Miftrefs 
was  a  Nun,  whom  he  took  by  Force 
put  of  a  Convent,  by  whom  he  had 
a  Daughter.  His  fecond  Miftrefs, 
whom  fome  call  his  Wife,  was  El- 
fle.da  the  Fair,  by  whom  he  had 
Prince  Edward,  who  fucceeded  him. 
His  third  Miftrefs  was  put  upon  him 
inftead  of  another  w'hom  he  defired  : 
For  accidentally  lodging  in  a  Lord’s 
Houfe  n,ear  Andover ,  hie  fell  fo  paf- 
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fionately  in  Love  with  his  Daughter 
at  firft  Sight,  that  he  ordered  her  to 
be  brought  to  his  Bed  without  trou- 
bling  himfelf  to  gain  her  Confent. 
The  Mother  hereupon  artfully  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  one  of  her  Waiting- 
Women  to  go  to  the  King’s  Bed  in¬ 
ftead  of  her  Daughter.  In  the  Morn¬ 
ing  when  the  Cheat  wras  difeovered, 
he  was  at  firft  very  much  provoked  ; 
but  reflecting  more  ferioufly  on  the 
Dilhonour  hedefigned  his  Hoft,  and 
liking  the  Girl,  he  forgave  the 
Trick,  and  kept  her  as  his  Miftrefs 
till  he  married. 

I  lhall  conclude  with  the  Story 
of  Edgar  s  Marriage.  Hearing  that 
Ordgar  Earl  of  Dcvtmfbirc  had  a 
Daughter  named  Elfrida,  efteemed 
the  greateft  Beauty  in  England,  he 
was  ref  lived  to  make  her  his  Wife, 
if  Ihe  anfwered  the  Defcription,  and 
fent  Earl  Ethelvjold  his  Favourite  to 
bring  him  an  Account.  He  went 
to  the  Earl  of  Devon’s,  and  upon 
feeing  the  young  Lady,  fell  fo  defpe- 
rately  in  Love  with  her,  that  quite 
neglcfting  his  Mailer,  he  demanded 
and  obtained  her  for  himfelf,  and 
was  privately  married  to  her.  At 
his  Return  to  Court,  he  mifrepre- 
fented  her  to  the  King,  telling  him 
there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in 
her,  and  that  the  common  Report 
of  her  Beauty  was  falfe.  This  had 
fuch  Weight  with  the  King,  that  he 
quite  laid  afide  his'  Defign  of  mar¬ 
rying  her.  Etbelvjcld  perceiving  the 
King  quite  cool  on  the  Matter,  one 
Da)' reprefented  to  him,  that  though 
Elfrida  was  not  fit  for  a  King,  yet 
ihe  was  fo  great  a  Fortune,  that  it 
would  be  the  Making  of  any  SubjeCl 
to  marry  her,  and  fo  got  the  King’s 
Leave  to  make  her  his  Wife  ;  upon 
which  he  returned  and  folemnized 
his  Marriage  publicldy.  Edgar  how¬ 
ever  at  length  fufpeCted  fome  Trea¬ 
chery,  which  Sufpicion  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  her  Hu  (band’s  keeping 
her  at  his  Country  Seat,  and  never 
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brin<riit£  her  to  Court :  And.  Ethel- 
hjjoIcI  did  not  want  Enemies,  who 
told  the  King  the  whole  Truth. 
Upon  this  he  refolved  to  fee  her 
himfelf,  and  going  into  thofe  Parts 
where  Etbelwold  kept  her,  upon 
forr.e  Pretence  or  other,  when  he 
was  near  the  Place,  he  told  him  he 
had  a  Mind  to  fee  his  Wife.  Etbel- 
naold  was  quite  confounded  at  this, 
but  could  not  prevent  it.  As  foon 
as  the  King  law  her,  he  found  how 
he  had  been  impofed  upon  ;  he  was 
quite  enamoured  with  her  Beauty, and 
refolved  to  be  revenged  on  the  perfi¬ 


dious  Earl.  Soon  after  Ethelwold 
was  found  murdered 'in  a  Wood, 
and  fome  fay  the  King  took  him 
there  under  Pretence  of  Hunting, 
and  killed  him  with  his  own  Hands. 
However  that  be,  no  Inquiry  was 
made  after  the  Murderers,  and  Ed¬ 
gar  fhortly  after  was  married  to  El- 
frida ,  by  whom  he  left  one  Son, 
Ethelred,  who  fucceeded  his  Brother 
Edward. 

Edgar  reigned  about  16  Years  af- . 
ter  Edwy’s  Death,  He  died  in  975, 
the  3  2d  Year  of  his  Age  ;  and  was 
buried  at  Glajlenbury. 


Edward  the  Younger,  or  the  Martyr.  Vi 
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AT'  HE  Security  which  Edgar  en- 
JL  joyed  by  Means  of  his  govern¬ 
ing  by  the  Monks,  lailed  no  longer 
than  his  Reign.  Many  of  the  No¬ 
bles  and  great  Men  were  all  along 
uneafy  at  the  King’s  unbounded  Par¬ 
tiality  in  their  Favour,  and  the  Eyes 
of  many  more  began  to  be  opened, 
and  to  behold  with  Impatience  the 
Power  of  the  Monks,  and  the  great 
Wealth  that  was  heaped  upon  them : 
And  they  thought  they  had  now  an 
Opportunity,  upon  Edgar's  Deceafe, 
to  check  their  Incroachments,  and 
reduce  them  to  their  primitive  State. 
EIJier,  Duke  of  Mercia,  llruck  the 
frit  Stroke,  by  turning  the  Monks 
out  of  all  the  Benefices  in  his  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  reiioring  the  Secular 
P.rieits  ;  and  fome  other  Lords  fol¬ 
lowed  his  Example  in  other  Places. 
But  the  Duke  of  Eajl-dnglia,  and 
ieveral  other  great  Men,  were  firmly 
attached  to  Etunjlan  and  his  Party. 
The  Nobles  were  even  upon  the 
Point  of  coming  to  Blows  in  their 
.Contents  about  the  Monks,  and  the 
Breach  frill  grew  wider  when  they 
came  to  debate  about  the  Succeflion 
to  the  Crown.  The  Monks  and 
their  Party  were  for  Edward,  Ed¬ 


gar's  eldeft  Son,  now  about  14  Years 
old ;  and  the  eppofite  Party,  pre¬ 
tending  Edward’s  Mother  was  never 
lawfully  married  to  Edgar,  were  for 
Ethelred,  who  was  about  eight  Years 
of  Age,  and  whofe  Mother  Elfrida 
was  living.  The  true  Reafon  was, 
that  he  w-as  under  her  Government, 
and  they  knew  lhe  was  no  Friend  to 
the  Monks. 

In  the  mean  Time,  Dunftan  fear¬ 
ing  to  be  out-voted,  taking  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Favour  of  the  People, 
who  had  an  high  Opinion  of  his 
Sanftity,  rifes  on  a  fudden,  and  leads 
Prince  Edward  by  the  Hand  towards 
the  Church,  followed  by  the  other 
Bifnops  and  a  great  Crowd ;  and 
being  come  there,  anoints  him  King. 
The  Nobles  murmured  at  this,  but 
feeing  he  had  the  People  to  back 
him,  were  forced  to  acquiefce. 

Dunjlan  immediately  a /Turned  the 
Regency,  and  laboured  all  he  could 
to  keep  the  Monks  in  the  Benefices  ; 
but  met  with  great  Oppofition,  and 
perhaps  all  his  Endeavours  would 
have  failed,  if  by  Means  of  pre¬ 
tended  Miracles  he  had  not  made 
the  People  believe  that  Heaven  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  Favour.  He  convened 
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levera!  Councils  on  this  Affair,  and 
in  all  of  them  the  Monks  were  in 
Danger  of  lofing  their  Caufe  ;  but  a 
i  Miracle  let  all  to  rights  again.  In 
;  one  of  thefe  Councils  a  Crucifix  ut- 
!  tered  aloud  thefe  Words,  It  /han't  be 
fo,  it  Jban't  be  Jo  :  You  have  judged 
oxeell  hitherto ,  and  it  avould  be  wrong 
to  change.  But  the  People  being 
told,  that  all  this  was  Artifice,  and 
that  a  Man  was  placed  behind  the 
Wall,  who  through  a  Trunk  fpoke 
thefe  Words ;  another  Council  was 
|  convened  at  Caine  in  Wiltjhire ,  where 
again  it  was  like  to  go  again!!  the 
Monks :  But  whilft  they  were  warmly 
debating  on  both  Sides,  the  Floor  of 
the  Room  where  they  fate  broke 
down,  and  killed  fome,  andbruifed 
others.  Dnnjian  alone  remained  fafe 
•  in  his  Chair,  which  was  placed  on 
the  only  Beam  that  did  not  give 
Way.  After  this  Accident  the  Monks 
were  left  unmolefted  in  their  Bene¬ 
fices  :  Though  fome  will  have  it  to 
be  a  vile  Contrivance,  becaufe  the 
King,  they  fay,  was  prevented  by 
Dunflan  from  being  there,  who  ufed 
to  be  prefent  at  all  fuch  Affemblies. 

King  Edouard,  after  he  had  reign¬ 
ed  little  more  than  three  Years,  came 
j  to  a  tragical  End,  in  979,  after  the 
i  following  Manner.  As  he  was  one 
Day  returning  from  Hunting,  and 
came  near  Corfe-Cajlle,  in  the  IJle  of 
Purbeck  in  Dorjetjhire,  where  his 
Step-Mother  Elfrida  and  her  Son 
Ethelred  refided,  he  rode  off  from 
his  Company  to  give  her  a  Vifit. 
Elfrida  being  informed  the  King  was 
at  the  Gate,  ran  to  receive  him,  and 
preffed  him  to  alight.  As  he  only 


ETHEL 

HIS  Prince  being  now  the 
only  one  that  was  left  of  the 
Royal  Family,  Dunfan  could  not 
refufe  to-crown  him,  how  much  lb- 
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defigned  to  pay  his  Refpe&s  to  her 
as  he  paffed  by,  he  defired  only  a 
Glafsof  Wine  to  drink  her  Health  ; 
which  being  brought  to  him  as  he 
fate  on  his  Horfe,  the  innocent  King 
no  fooner  lifted  theGlafs  tohisMoutk, 
but  a  Villain,  at  the  private  Infliga- 
tion  of  the  cruel  Queen,  ftabbed  him 
in  the  Back  with  a  Dagger.  Some 
fay  he  fell  from  his  Horfe,  and  was 
inhantly  difpatched  by  the  fame  Ruf¬ 
fian  :  Others,  that  finding  himfelf 
wounded,  he  fet  Spurs  to  his  Horfe, 
and  rode  till  he  was  out  of  Sight ; 
but  fainting  through  Lofs  of  Blood, 
he  fell  at  lall,  and  his  Foot  hanging 
in  the  Stirrup,  he  was  dragged  a 
great  Way  thro’  Fields  and  Woods, 
till  his  Horfe  Hopped  at  a  poor  blind 
Woman’s  Door.  His  dead  Body 
was  afterwards  found,  and  carried  to 
War  ham,  and  from  thence  removed 
to  Shaftejbury  Mpnaftery, where  many 
Miracles  were  faid  to  be  wrought 
at  his  Tomb,  as  was  commonly  the 
Cafe  with  thofe  who  were  in  the 
good  Graces  of  the  Monks ;  on 
which  Account  alone  it  mull  be  that 
King  Edavard  was  honoured  with 
the  Title  not  only  of  Saint  but 
Martyr. 

Elfrida ,  to  atone  for  her  Crime, 
built  a  Nunnery  at  Ambrejbury  in 
Wiltjhire,  and  another  at  Whor-zvell 
near  Andover  ;  in  which  laft  Ihe  ihut 
herfelf  up  to  do  Penance  as  long  as 
Ihe  lived,  and  is  often  faid  to  have — Al¬ 
cove  red  herfelf  all  over  with  little 
CroJJes,  to  keep  off  the  Devil,  whom 
Ihe  had  Reafon  enough  to  be  a- 
fraid  of. 
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ever  he  was  againft  it ;  though  at 
the  fame  Time,  if  we  may  believe 
fome  Writers,  he  foretold  the  Calami¬ 
ties  the  Nation  would  be  expofed  to 
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daring  his  Reign.  He  was  now  a- 
bout  12  Years  old,  and  the  People 
flattered  themfelves  they  fhould  be 
very  happy  under  his  Government : 
But  they  loon  found  themfelves  dif- 
appointed  ;  for  perhaps  no  Reign 
was  ever  fuller  of  Troubles  from  the 
Beginning  to  the  End  of  it,  than 
that  of  EtbelretP s,  who  fliewed  him- 
felf  throughout  to  be  an  exceeding 
weak,  im politick,  cowardly,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  avaricious  Prince.  If  he  had 
been  of  another  Temper,  the  Mife- 
ries  of  England  might  probably  have 
be  en  prevented,  or  at  lead:  would 
not  have  got  to  fo  terrible  a  Head, 
as  it  will  appear  they  did. 

The  Kingdom  had  been  difturbed 
by  no  Invaiion  from  the  Danes  for 
50  or  60  Years,  and  thofe  who  were 
fettled  here  had  for  a  long  Time 
lived  quiet  and  peaceable,  as  if  they 
had  made  buc  one  People  with  the 
Enghjb.  But  loon  alter  Ethslr.  d  a 
Acceffion,  the  foreign  Danes  renev.  e  J 
their  Attacks,  and  the  others  fliewed 
themfelves  but  too  ready  to  join 
them. 

In  98 1,  the  piratical  Daves  arrived 
exSoutbampton  with  feven  Ships,  plun¬ 
dered  that  Town,  and  the  Country 
round,  and  then  proceeded  to  ravage 
Gar  mss  all  in  the  lame  Manner.  The 
fame  Year  another  Band  arrived  at 
Portland,  and  committed  the  like 
Devaftations.  Several  other  Defcents 
they  made  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Kinudcin,  with  now  and  then  a  little 
Intermiflion,  for  ten  Years  together, 
and  nothing  was  to  befeen  but  Plun¬ 
derings,  Conflagrations,  Murders, 
and  all  the  Miferv  imaginable. 

During  this  Time  the  Credit  and 
Intereft  of  the  Monks  went  down 
apace.  The  People  began  to  won¬ 
der,  that  they  who  could  do  fo  many 
Miracles  (as  they  pretended)  on  their 
own  private  Account,  could  not  by 
their  Merits  and  Prayers  prevent  the 
Calamities  of  the  Nation.  Etbdred 
fhewed  them  no  Manner  of  Refpeft. 
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The  three  Biihops,  their  Patron^.'  > 
formerly  mentioned,  were  taken  off 
by  Death ;  the  chief  of  whom  was 
Dunjian,  of  whom  fo  much  has  beert 
faid,  who  died  in  990.  His  Credit 
had  been  valtly  funk,  and  ’twas 
thought  his  Regret  at  not  having 
the  fame  Deference  paid  him  as  for¬ 
merly,  tended  to  Ihorten  his  Days; 
Thefe  and  other  CircumAances  con¬ 
curring,  particularly  the  Peopie’3 
Minds  being  taken  up  with  the  con¬ 
tinual  Invaflons  of  the  Danes,  put 
an  entire  F.nd  to  the  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  Monks  and  the  Secular 
Prieils.  , 

After  about  two  Years  Refpite,  in  Cf 
991,  the  Danes  renewed  their  Inva-t 
lions,  a  great  Body  of  Troops  land¬ 
ing  at  Gipfdtiich  (now  Ip/anich)  in 
Suffolk,  under  two  Danijb  Generals  j 
Jitjiin  and  Gutbmund ;  who  having 
defeated  Britbnoth,  Duke  of  Eaft- 
Anglia,  who  marched  again!!  them, 
penetrated  farther  into  the  Country, 
and  made  terrible  Kavock.  Ethel- 
red  being  not  in  a  Condition  to  op- 
pofe  them,  bought  them  off  with 
!  o,coc  /.  In  903,  another  Fleet  of  4 
Danes  failed  up  the  Humber,  who 
landing  on  the  North-Side,  commit¬ 
ted  terrible  Ravages  upon  the  Eng- 
lijb  in  thefe  Parts.  Ethelrcd  fent  an 
Army  againfl  them,  and  impolitick- 
ly  gave  the  Command  of  it  to  three 
Earls  of  Danijb  Extradition,  who  upon 
Sight  of  the  Enemy,  whether  thro’ 
Treachery,  or  othervvife,  fhamefully 
turned  their  Backs,  and  fled. 

The  next  Year,  Sweyn  King  of  Mj 
Denmark,  and  01  am  or  Olaf  King 
of  Non-way,  invaded  England.  They 
came  up  the  Thames,  and  after  ah 
unfuccelsful  Attempt  upon  London, 
plundered  Kent ,  Hampjhire ,  and  Suf¬ 
fer.  Ethelred,  who  had  neither  Con¬ 
duct  nor  Courage,  obliged  himfelf 
to  pay  them  16,000/.  on  Condition  «- 
they  left  the  Kingdom.  Upon  this 
the  two  Kings  returned  home.  Olaus, 
before  his  Departure,  was  baptized, 
Iffthyt)  and 
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and  took  an  Gath  never  to  moleft 
England  more,  which  he  faithfully 
oblerved.  But  Sweyn  returned  about 
n  three  Years  after,  entered  the  Seven:, 

'  and  landing,  committed  greater  De¬ 
valuations  than  he  had  done  before. 
He  would  have  proceeded  farther, 
if  he  had  not  been  luckily  called  off 
to  affift  Richard  II.  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  again  ft:  the  King  of  France. 
But  this  was  but  a  Ihort  Reprieve  for 
I  England:  For  in  the  Year  ioo i ,  the 
Danes  returned  again,  ravaged  Corn¬ 
wall,  and  took  Exeter,  got  Poffef- 
iion  of  the  Ijle  of  Wight,  Ha/npjhire, 
&nd  Dorfetjhire,  and  made  continual 
Incurfions  into  the  neighbouring 
Counties.  The  Englijh  Forces  were 
conftantly  defeated,  and  the  King 
yvas  fo  terrified,  that  he  durft  not  be 
prefent  at  any  of  the  Battles.  In 
fine,  feeing  no  other  Way  to  get  rid 
£>f  his  Enemies,  he  agreed  to  pay 
them  30,000  /.  which  was  levied  by 
Way  of  Tax,  and  called  Danegeld, 
and  was  the  fir  ft  Land-Tax  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Upon  this  the  Danes  ceafed 
their  Ravages,  and  moll  of  them 
j  returned  home  ;  but  as  a  great  many 
of  them,  liking  the  Country,  flaid 
behind,  and  England  was  well  Hocked 
with  them  before,  they  began  now 
to  take  upon  themfelves  and  domi¬ 
neer  over  the  Englifp,  who  were  per¬ 
petually  in  dread  of  new  Invafions. 
They  lived  in  Eale  and  Pleafure, 
whilft  the  poor  Englijh  were  forced 
,to  labour  and  toil  to  fatisfy  their 
^Demands.  Hence  they  g^ve  them 
the  Name  of  Lord-Dancs,  and  to  this 
Day,  in  fome  Parts  of  England,  a 
rich,  idle,  imperious  Man  is  called 
_  in  Derifion  a  Lurdane. 

Ethelred  having  married  Emma, 
Sifter  to  the  Duke  of  Normandy ,  and 
depending  upon  his  Allilfance  when¬ 
ever  he  ihould  have  Occafion,  re- 
folved  now  upon  an  Expedient, which 
in  the  End  compleated  the  Ruin  of 
,  England.  This  was  a  general  Maf- 
—  fl&.re  of  the  Danes.  He  privately 
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fent  Orders  to  all  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom  for  this  Purpofe,  which  were 
executed  with  fuch  Fury,  that  in  one 
Day,  viz.  Nov.  13,  1002,  all  the 
Danes  were  flam  with  moll  horrid 
Cruelty  and  Barbarity :  Tho’  fome 
think,  that  by  all  the  Danes,  are 
meant  only  thofe  lately  fettled  -in 
England,  and  difperfed  in  WeJJex  and 
Mercia.  The  Cruelties  exercifed  in 
this  Maffacre  are  too  {hocking  to  be 
related.  Among  many  others,  we 
are  told,  that  the  Danijh  Women 
were  put  in  Holes  in  the  Ground  as 
deep  as  their  Wailts,  and  then  had 
their  Breafts  torn  off  by  Maftiff 
Dogs.  King  Svjeyns  Sifter,  who 
was  a  Chriftian,  and  married  to  a 
noble  Dane  who  had  been  fettled 
fome  Time  in  England,  fell  among 
the  reft.  Ethelred  was  fo  cruel  as  to 
have  her  beheaded,  after  he  had 
ordered  her  Children  to  be  killed  be¬ 
fore  her  Face.  She  was  a  Lady  of 
excellent  Qualities,  and  had  been 
an  Inftrument  in  making  Peace  be¬ 
tween  the  Englijh  and  Danes.  The 
barbarous  Treatment  of  this  Princefs 
was  feverely  revenged  by  her  Bro¬ 
ther,  as  we  fhall  foon  fee. 

For  Svueyn  was  no  fooner  informed 
of  this  bloody  Tragedy,  and  thecruel 
Murder  of  his  Sifter,  but  he  folemn- 
ly  fvvore  he  would  never  reft  till  he 
had  revenged  fo  monttrous  an  Out¬ 
rage.  He  now  therefore  comes  not 
for  the  Sake  of  Plunder,  as  before, 
but  to  deftroy  the  whole  Country 
with  Fire  and  Sword.  Having 
equipped  a  Fleet  of  300  Sail,  he 
landed  in  Cornwall  with  a  powerful 
Army,  marched  to  Exeter,  and  hav¬ 
ing  put  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Sword, 
reduced  it  to  Allies.  Ethelred,  who 
was  betrayed  on  all  Hands,  impru-j 
dendy  gave  the  Command  of  his  Ar¬ 
my  to  the  Duke  of  Mercia,  whom 
he  had  formerly  banilhed,  andwhofe 
Son’s  Eyes  he  had  ordered  to  be  put 
out ;  and  he  In  Revenge  betrayed  it 
to  the  Danes  as  Icon  as  he  came  in 
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Sight  of  them.  The  following  Spring 
S-zveyn  landed  in  Eaji-Anglia ,  and 
took  and  burnt  Norwich  and  Thet- 
ford.  Soon  after  he  engaged  Ulfke- 
tel,  Duke  of  Eajl-Anglia ,  the  faith- 
fulleft  and  braveft  of  all  Ethelred' s 
Subje£ls,  and  entirely  defeated  him, 
though  with  great  Lofs  on  his  own 
Side. 

In  1005  there  was  a  Famine  in 
^ '  England,  which  the’  a  terrible  Ca¬ 
lamity  proved  of  fome  Advantage)® 
the  Englijh ;  for  it  occafioned  Sweyn 
to  return  to  Denmark  for  Want  of 
neceffary  Subflftence.  But  as  foon  as 
it  was  over,  another  Danifa  -Fleet 
arrived  at  Sandwich,  and  Ethel- 
red  bought  them  off  with  another 
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I  _30.ooo  /.  Shortly  after,  the  King 
married  his  Daughter  to  Edrick  Stre- 
cn,  whom  he  had  lately  made  Duke 
of  Mercia,  who  on  all  Occafions 
fhewed  himfelf  a  Traytor  fold  to  the 
/0&9.  Danes.  In  1008  Ethelred  fitted  out 
a  noble  Fleet,  to  fecure  the  Kingdom 
from  the  Danijh Invafions :  But  it  all 
came  to  nothing  through  a  private 
Quarrel  of  the  Admiral,  andDiffen- 
fions  among  the  Officers.  The  next 
Spring  two  Danijh  Fleets  arrived  in 
England,  one  under  Eurkil ,  another 
under  Heming  and  Anlaff.  Whilft 
they  were  ravaging  Kent,  Ethelred 
drew  an  Army  together  to  oppofe 
them  ;  but  through  the  Treachery  of 
Edrick  buffered  them  to  pafs  by  him 
with  their  Plunder  unmoleiled.  Short¬ 
ly  after  they  became  Mahers  of  Eaft- 
Anglia,  almoll  all  Weffex,  and  feveral 
fclZ  Counties  in  other  Parts.  In  1012 
they  plundered  and  burnt  Canterbury, 
flew  Alphage  the  Archbifhop,  and 
put  the  Monks  of  St.  Augujiin  and 
the  Burghers  under  a  Decimation, 
killing  nine  Parts  in  ten.  At  laid  it 
was  agreed  on  by  the  King  and  his 

.4 - Nobles  to  bribe  them  with  40,000/. 

to  go  off  with  their  Booty.  But  the 
next  Year  Sweyn  returned,  entered 
the  Humber  with  a  formidable  Fleet, 
and  made  himfelf  Maher  of  all  the 


Counties  North  of  Wafling-Strtef. 
Ethelred  had  (hut  himfelf  up  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  Sweyn  leaving  his  Son  Canute 
to  take  Care  of  the  conquered  Coun¬ 
ties,  was  advancing  to  lay  Siege  to  it ; 
which  Ethelred  being  informed  of, 
left  the  Kingdom,  and  retired  into 
Normandy  with  his  whole  Family  : 
Upon  which  the. Londoners  fubmitted. 

The  whole  Kingdom  being  now 
fubdued,  Sweyn  was  proclaimed  King 
of  England  without  any  Opposition. — 
The  firtt  Thing  he  did  was  to  lay  a 
moil  heavy  Tax  on  the  Nation  for" 
paying  the  Danijh  Troops.  He 
reigned  not  quite  a  Year,  but  died 
fuddenly  in  1014.  His  Reign  being  U 
fo  very  lhort,  and  perhaps  his  being 
never  crowned,  are  the  Reafons  why  — 
molt  Hiltorians  have  not  ranked  him 
among  the  Kings  of  England. 

Upon  Sweyn  s  Death,  the  Danes 
proclaimed  his  Son  Canute  King  of 
England ;  but  the  Englijh  recalled 
Ethelred,  received  him  with  great 
Demonftrations  of  Joy,  and  renewed 
their  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  him. 
He  made  them  very  fair  Promifes  to 
govern  better  than  heretofore  ;  but 
it  foon  appeared  he  was  not  at  all 
changed.  The  Englijh  flocked  to 
him  from  all  Parts,  fo  that  he  foon 
found  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  Army  ;  but  he  made  no  bet¬ 
ter  Ufe  of  it  dian  he  had  done  be¬ 
fore.  As  for  Canute,  he  on  a  fudden 
embarked  his  Troops,  and  failed 
for  Denmark,  to  affert  his  Right  to 
that  Crown,  which  his  younger  Bro¬ 
ther  Harold  had  ufurped  :  But  before 
he  departed,  he  ordered  the  Hands 
and  Feet  of  the  Hollages,  which  his 
Father  had  received,  to  be  cut  off, 
and  left  them  in  that  mangled  Con¬ 
dition  on  the  Shore. 

In  the  mean  Time  Ethelred  go¬ 
verned  as  bad  as  ever,  and  his  Peo¬ 
ple  loft  all  Hopes  of  him.  And  to 
compleat  their  Misfortunes,  Canute 
having  fettled  Affairs  in  Denmark , 
returned  in  about  a  Year,  and  landed 
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With  a  numerous  Army  at  Sandwich. 
Edmund,  the  King’s  eldeft  Son,  a 
Prince  of  noble  Qualities,  and  his 
Brother-in-Law  Edrick,  commanded 
the  Army  againft  him  ;  but  Edmund 
foon  found  he  was  abufed  by  that 
Traitor,  who  in  a  little  Time  open¬ 
ly  declared  for  Canute,  and  carried 
oft  with  him  a  confiderable  Body  of 
Troops  and  40  Ships.  Canute  upon 
this  foon  made  himfelf  Matter  of  all 
Mercia,  and  refolved  to  attack  Ethel- 
red  in  WeJJex\  and  as  Edrick  had 
flily  inftilled  into  the  Mercians  in  the 
Englijh  Army,  that  it  was  a  Sin  to 
fight  againft  a  Prince  who  was  in 
Poffeffion  of  their  Country,  all  that 
Edmund  could  bring  them  to  was  to 
fight  under  Ethclred  in  Perfon,  but 
not  under  any  other  General.  Ed¬ 
mund  laboured  with  all  his  Might  to 
perfuade  his  Father  to  head  the  Ar¬ 
my,  but  all  in  vain,  upon  which  the 
Mercians  quitted  it.  After  which 
Canute  became  Matter  of  feveral 
Counties  in  Wejfex-,  and  Edmund 
perceiving  he  was  not  in  a  Condition 
to  flop  his  Progrefs,  marched  into 
the  North  to  join  Uthred,  Earl  of 
Northumberland.  Canute  followed  him 
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with  all  Expedition,  and  upon  his 
coming  up  Uthred  fubmitted  to  him, 
but  did  not  long  furvive  his  Perfidy  ; 
for  Canute  thinking  him  not  to  be 
trufted,  who  changed  Sides  only  by 
Compuliion,  caufed  him  to  be  put 
to  Death,  and  promoted  Edrick  a 
Danijh  Lord  in'  his  Room. 

Ethelred  died  in  1016,  in  the  50th  f&i6. 
Year  of  his  Age,  after  a  moft  inglo¬ 
rious  and  miferable  Reign  of  37 
Years,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church  at  London.  Hiftorians  give 
him  the  Surname  of  The  Unready. 

Some  think  he  was  not  fo  bad  in 
himfelf  as  he  feems  to  be,  but  that 
his  Mifcondudh  was  owing  to  his  be¬ 
ing  impofed  upon  b/  the  Traitors 
about  him,  particularly  Edrick.  ’Tia— +• 
certain  he  made  fome  good  Laws, 
which  are  full  extant;  and  that  w'hen 
he  found  a  certain  Judge,  whom  he 
had  a  great  Affetftion  for,  guilty  of— 4- 
Injuftice,  he  turned  him  out  of  his 
Office.  He  had  two  Sons,  befides 
Edmund,  and  three  Daughters,  by 
his  firft  Wife  Elgira ;  and  by  Emma 
of  Normandy,  Alfred  and  Edward,  af¬ 
terwards  King  Edward  the  Confcjfor, 
and  a  Daughter  named  Coda. 


Edmund  Ironjide.  /O/o-  /0'/- 


NO  Prince  ever  came  to  the 
Crown  in  more  diftrafted  and 
troublefome  Times  than  Edmund,  and 
if  we  confiier  his  noble  Qualities 
and  generous  Difpofition,  none  feems 
to  have  been  more  worthy  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  Fate.  Upon  his  Father’s  Death, 
the  City  of  London  and  all  the  Lords 
that  were  there  proclaimed  him  King 
pf  England,  whilft  the  Danes  and  all 
the  Places  in  their  Poffeffion  declared 
for  Canute  ;  but  as  the  Englijh  that 
were  among  them  fubmitted  to  him 
only  thro’  Campulfion,  a  great  many 
of  them  came  over  to  Edmund,  and 
fo  the  two  contending  Parties  became. 


more  on  a  Level.  Canute's  firft  At¬ 
tempt  was  upon  London,  as  being 
Edmund's  chief  Support,  which  he 
befieged  three  Times,  but  without  - — 
Succefs.  Before  the  laft  of  thefe 
Sieges  a  great  Battle  was  fought,  in 
which  both  Kings  eminently  dii- 
played  their  Courage  and  Condudt, 
and  the  two  Armies  parted  at  lall 
with  equal  Lofs  on  both  Sides ;  tho’ 
the  Englijh  were  in  Danger  of  being 
worfted  by  a  Stratagem  of  the  faile 
Edrick,  who  was  now  on  the  Side 
of  the  Danes.  He  cut  off  the  Plead 
of  a  Soldier,  who  refembled  Edmund , 
held  it  up  on  the  Top  of  his  Lance 
E  ia 
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in  Sight  of  the  Englijb ,  and  cried 
out,  Fly,  fly,  you  Scoundrels,  heboid 
the  Head  of  your  King  in  whom  you 
truft.  This  would  infallibly  have 
occafioned  their  Defeat,  if  Edmund 
had  not  Ihewn  himfelf  with  his  Hel¬ 
met  off,  and  fo  revived  the  Courage 
of  his  Soldiers,  which  by  Edrick’  s 
Artifice  began  to  droop  The  Bat¬ 
tle  lalled  till  Night,  and  Edmund 
prepared  to  renew  it  the  next  Morn- 
iiv,  but  Canute  marched  off  in  the 
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Night,  and  went  and  befieged  Lon¬ 
don  a  third  Time,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned.  According  to  Milton,  the 
Battle  continued  two  whole  Days. 
It  was  fought  at  Sceorflan,  which 
Cambden  takes  to  be  Sherfton  in  Wilt¬ 
shire  ;  but  others  fuppoie  it  to  be  the 
Place  where  four  Stones  part  the 
Counties  ot  Oxford,  Gloucefler,  W or  - 
cefler,  and  Warwick,  and  are  called 
Sbireflones, 

There  is  great  Confufion  in  the 
Englijb  Hiftory  with  regard  to  the 
Particulars  of  the  War  between  Ed¬ 
mund  and  Canute.  Thus  much  is 
certain,  that  five  pitched  Battles  were 
fought  with  various  Succefs,  one  of 
which  had  undoubtedly  been  fatal  to 
the  Danes,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
treacherous  Advice  of  Edrick,  who, 
by  the  moff  folemn  Oaths  and  Pro¬ 
testations  of  Fidelity  for  the  future, 
had  reconciled  himielf  to  the  gene¬ 
rous  Edmund,  on  purpofe  to  betray 
Ki'rti .  He  perfuaded  Edmund  not  to 
purfue  the  Danes,  who  were  retreat¬ 
ing  in  Diforder,  left  they  ihould  ral¬ 
ly  again,  and  fnatch  the  Victory  cut 
of  his  Hands.  In  the  lad  Battle  at 
A  fan  dun,  now  AJbdowti  :n  Efex,  this 
bafe  Traitor  deferred  his  Pc  ft,  and 
again  went  over  to  the  Danes,  with 
the  Forces  he  commanded ;  which 
put  the  Englijb  into  fuch  a  Coniler- 
nation,  that  they  threw  down  their 
Anns  and  fled. 

Canute  now  thought  his  Work  was 
done,  and  that  the  Englijb  would 
never  be  able  to  make  Head  again  ft 


him  more.  But  as  Edmund  Rad  th4. 
Hearts  of  his  Subjects,  particularly 
the  Londoners,  and  he  wa*  not  of  a 
Temper  to  let  his  Courage  fink,  he 
foon  drew  together  a  more  powerful 
Army  than  before,  and  marched  to¬ 
wards  Gloucefler  in  quell  of  the  Ene« 
my  ;  which  Canute  being  informed  of, 
advanced  towards  him,  in  order  to 
give  him  Battle.  The  two  Kings- 
ltood  in  View  of  each  other  for 
fome  Time  at  the  Head  of  their  re- 
fpedfive  Forces,  both  dreading  the 
Event  of  that  important  Day.  At  lail 
Edmund,  who,  befides  his  courageous 
Soul,  was  of  great  bodily  Strength, 
and  thence  called  Ironflde,  propoied 
to  Canute,  that  in  order  to  prevent 
the  Effufion  of  fo  much  Blood  as  was 
going  to  be  fpilt,  they  two  fhould 
dec  de  the  Quarrel  by  Angle  Com¬ 
bat.  Some  lay  the  Duel  was  actually 
fought  in  Sight  of  both  Armies,  and 
lafted  a  good  while  without  either’-s 
having  the  Advantage  of  the  other, 
till  the  two  Kin^s  embraced  one  an- 
other,  and  agreed  upon  the  Spot  to 
divide  the  Kingdom  between  them. 
But  according  to  others,  Canute  re- 
fufed  the  Challenge,  alledging,  that 
though  he  was  not  inferior  to  his  Ad- 
verlary  in  Courage,  yet  being  weak 
in  Body,  and  fmall  of  Stature,  he 
would  not  engage  on  fo  unequal 
Terms  ;  and  propofed  to  refer  blat¬ 
ters  to  the  chief  Officers  of  the  two 
Armies.  The  Circumilances  of  thjs 
Faft  are,  after  all,  very  uncertain. 
However,  the  Refult  was,  that  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  were  appointed  on  both 
Sides,  who  met  in  the  Ifle  of  Alary, 
in  the  Severn,  near  Gloucefler,  and 
quickly  concluded  a  Peace  by  the 
Partition  of  the  Kingdom  ;  Edmund 
to  have  Wefcx,  i.  e.  all  South  of  the 
“Thames,  with  London,  and  Part  of 
the  ancient  Kingdom  of  EJJ'cx  ;  and 
Canute  to  have  Mercia,  Dortbumber - 
land,  and  Eaft- Anglia. 

The  valiant,  prudent,  and  gene¬ 
rous  Kin <g  Edmund  enjoyed  not  his 
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feliare  long.  -For  the  Villain  Edrick , 
Duke  of  Mercia,  his  Brother-in- 
Law,  fearing  the  Union  of  the  two 
Kings  might  prove  deltructive  to 
him,  being  confcious  what  a  falfe 
Traitor  he  had  been,  hired  two 
Ruffians,  who  were  of  the  King’s 
Houlhold,  to  murder  him,  who, 
’tis  faid,  ftabbed  him  with  a  lharp 
Piece  of  Iron,  as  he  was  ealing  Na¬ 
ture.  Some  indeed  fay  he  was  dis¬ 
patched  by  Poifon,  and  others  that 
he  was  killed  by  an  Arrow  fhot  from 
an  Image  made  for  that  Purpofe, 
which  dilcharged  itfelf  on  the  King’s 
touching  it ;  and  the  Saxon  Annals 
fay  only,  that  he  died  fuddenly.  So 
that  the  Manner  of  his  being  taken 
off  is  fomewhat  uncertain,  tho’  it  is 
generally  agreed,  that  it  was  by  E- 
drici's  Means,  and  fome  fay  he  em¬ 
ployed  his  own  Son  for  that  execra¬ 
ble  Purpofe,  Thus  fell  this  brave 
Prince,  when  he  had  not  reigned  quite 
a  Year,  but  in  that  Ihort  Time  gave 
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frequent  Proofs  of  his  excellent  and 
noble  Qualities.  He  left  two  Sons, 
Edmund  and  Edward,  by  his  Wife 
Algitha,  and  a  natural  Son,  named 
Edwy.  He  was  buried  at  Glajlen- 
bury,  and  with  him  the  Saxon  Mo¬ 
narchy  in  England  in  a  Manner  end¬ 
ed,  having  Tailed  190  Years  from 
Egbert's  Eltablifhment,  432  from  the 
Founding  of  the  Heptarchy,  and  568 
from  the  Arrival  of  Hengijl. 

The  wicked  Edrick  halted  to  tell 
Canute  the  Service  he  had  done  him. 
But  that  Prince  had  the  greatelt  Ab¬ 
horrence  of  fo  barbarous  an  Attion, 
tho’  he  diffembled  it  for  the  prefent, 
and  promifed  to  advance  Edrick  a- 
bove  all  the  Peers  of  the  Realm.  He 
was  as  good  as  his  Word,  tho’  not 
in  the  Manner  the  vile  Wretch  un- 
derftood  it :  For  not  long  after,  he 
ordered  him  to  be  beheaded,  his  Bo¬ 
dy  to  be  thrown  into  the  'Thames , 
and  his  Head  to  be  fixed  on  the 
highelt  Gate  in  London . 
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Canute 

CANUTE,  or  Cnute ,  who 
was  already  in  PofTeflicn  of 
half  England,  upon  Edmund's 
Death,  through  Policy,  and  the 
Fears  of  the  Englijh,  who  dreaded 
the  Renewal  of  the  War,  eafily  be¬ 
came  Mailer  of  the  Whole,  not  pro¬ 
perly  by  Force  of  Arms,  but  by  ex¬ 
torting  the  Confent  of  the  Nobles, 
who  plainly  faw,  that  if  they  re- 
fufed,  the  War  would  be  kindled 
afrelh.  Edmund  left  two  Sons,  but 
they  were  very  young,  and  his  two 
Brothers  were  in  Normandy,  who  had 
no  Thoughts  of  obtaining  the  Crown 
of  Wejfex ;  and  befides,  Canute’s  Pre¬ 
tence  was,  that  in  the  Treaty  of  Al- 
ney,  the  Agreement  was,  that  the 
Survivor  of  the  two  Kings  ihould 
fucceed  the  other.  However  that 
was,  the  AJfembly -General  he  had 
convened  in  Wejfex,  knowing  he 
was  in  a  Condition  to  affert  his 
Claim,  at  lafl  yielded ;  and  fo  Ca¬ 
nute  was  acknowledged  and  pro¬ 
claimed  King  of  all  England,  in  1017, 
and  all  the  Lords,  both  Englijh  and 
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Danes,  fwore  Allegiance  to  him. 
After  his  Coronation,  he  divided 
England  into  four  Parts  or  Govern¬ 
ments,  Mercia,  Northumberland,  Eajl- 
Anglia,  and  Wejfex.  Over  the  three 
former  he  appointed  Dukes  or  Earls, 
and  the  laft  he  governed  by  himfelf. 

As  he  knew  upon  what  Motive 
the  Englijh  received  him  for  their 
Sovereign,  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign  was  employed  in  fixing  him¬ 
felf  more  fecurely  on  the  Throne. 
His  firflProjedl  for  this  Purpofe  was 
very  laudable,  which  was  to  gain 
the  Affe&ions  of  his  new  Suhje&s. 
To  this  End,  that  Juftice.  might  be 
the  more  impartially  adminiflered, 
he  declared,  that  for  the  future  no 
Diftinftion  fhould  be  made  between 
the  Englijh  and  Danes:  And  then 
by  an  Ldift  he  ordered,  that  every 
County  fhould  be  governed  by  the 
lame  Laws,  as  in  the  Time  of  the 
Saxon  Kings ;  excepting  however  the 
Northern  Counties,  whole  Inhabi¬ 
tants  were  almoll  all  Danes,  and  had 
particular  Laws  of  their  own.  At 
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the  fame  Time  he  denounced  the  fe- 
vereil  Punilhments  againft  Malefac- 
!  tors,  of  what  Nation  foever,  with¬ 
out  Refpeft  of  Perfons.  The  Effeft 
of  thefe  wife  Regulations  was,  that 
the  People  thought  themfelves  hap¬ 
py  under  fo  j uit  and  equitab’e  a 
Prince. 

His  other  Projeft  was  not  quite  fo 
laudable,  which  was  to  get  rid  of 
thoi'e  who  gave  him  moil;  Uneali- 
nefs,  efpecially  the  Sons  and  Bro¬ 
thers  of  the  late  King.  Edmund' s 
two  Sons  he  fent  into  Denmark,  un¬ 
der  the  Pretence  of  travelling,  com¬ 
mitting  them  to  one  of  his  Domef- 
ticks ;  though  his  real  Defign  was  to 
get  them  the  more  eaiily  diipatched. 
The  Perfon  who  had  the  Charge  of 
them,  being  moved  with  Compaifion, 
inftead  of  carrying  them  to  Den¬ 
mark,  conveyed  them  to  the  King  of 
Sweden,  who,  tho’  he  received  them 
very  civilly,  yet  fearing  to  break 
with  Canute,  fent  them  to  the  King 
of  Hungary,  who  took  care  of  their 
Education,  and  at  length  gave  one 
of  his  Daughters  in  Marriage  to  Ed¬ 
mund  the  eldeft,  who  died  foon  af¬ 
ter,  and  to  Edward  he  gave  his 
Silter-in-Law  Agatha,  Daughter  of 
the  Emperor  Henry  II.  by  whom  he 
had  five  Children,  Edgar  Atbeling, 
Margaret  and  ChriJUan,  and  two 
that  died  in  Hungary.  King  Ed¬ 
mund  had  a  Brother  who  was  yet 
in  England,  named  Edwy  ;  and  him 
Canute  banifhed,  but  foon  after  re¬ 
calling  him,  under  Pretence  of  be¬ 
ing  reconciled,  he  got  him  difpatched 
out  of  the  Way.  Pie  would  have 
•  been  glad  to  have  got  rid  of  Alfred 
and  Edward,  who  were  in  Norman¬ 
dy  with  their  Mother  Emma,  but 
was  at  a  Lofs  how  to  get  them  out 
of  the  Hands  of  Duke  Richard  their 
Uncle/f  However,  to  bring  that 
Prince  over  to  his  Iutereft,  he  de¬ 
manded  in  Marriage  his  Siller  Em¬ 
ma,  King  Et helved' s  Widow,  and 
offered  him  at  the  fame  1  ime  one 
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of  his  own  Sillers ;  which  Propofals 
were  accepted,  and  Emma  became 
once  mor~  Queen  of  England.  But 
if  lhe  was  pleafed,  her  two  Sons 
were  not  lels  difgulled  at  this  Mar¬ 
riage.  Edward  in  particular  never 
forgave  her  for  becoming  the  Wife 
of  her  firft  Hulband’s  mortal  Ene¬ 
my  :  And  her  confenting  by  the 
Marriage  Articles,  that  the  Succef- 
fion  Ihould  be  fettled  on  the  Heirs  of 
her  Body  by  Canute,  highly  incenfed 
them  both.  After  this  Canute  ei¬ 
ther  banilhed  or  put  to  Death  fome 
great  Lords  he  was  jealous  of,  among 
the  reft  Edrick  Streon,  in  dilpatching 
whom  he  however  did  an  Aft  of  Jui- 
tice,  which  was  very  agreeable  to  the 
Englijh. 

England  was  now  in  profound 
Tranquillity,  and  Canute  being  fe- 
cure  in  the  Affeftions  of  his  Sub- 
jefts,  in  1019,  went  over  to  Den¬ 
mark  to  quell  the  Vandals  who  were 
at  War  with  the  Danes,  which  having 
happily  effefted  he  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land.  This  Succefs  was  chiefly  ow¬ 
ing  to  Goodwin,  whom  Canute  for 
that  Reafon  created  Earl  of  Kent, 
and  who  became  at  length  one  of  the 
greatell  Lords  in  England. 

In  1025,  Canute  undertook  an¬ 
other  Expedition  againft  the  Swedes, 
who  had  invaded  Denmark  ;  which 
proved  not  very  fuccefsful :  But  two 
Years  after,  he  made  himfelf  ample 
Amends  by  getting  an  entire  Pofief- 
fion  of  Norway,  of  which  he  was 
crowned  King. 

Being  now  Mailer  of  three  King¬ 
doms,  and  his  Ambition  pretty  well 
fatisfied,  he  from  this  Time  addift- 
ed  himself  wholly  to  Afts  of  Devo- 
tioh,  abandoning  all  Thoughts  of 
warlike  Affairs.  By  Afts  of  Devo¬ 
tion  aie  here  meant,  according  to 
the  Cullom  of  thofe  Times,  the 
founding,  enriching  and  endowing 
of  Monaiteries  and  Churches,  which 
was  the  Way  for  Kings  and  great  ^V— 
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tion,  and  all  Manner  of  Crimes.  He 
'particularly  built  a  (lately  Church 
over  the  Grave  of  St.  Edmund  the 
Eaf-Anglian  King,  who  was  killed 
by  the  Danes,  and  very  much  en¬ 
larged  the  Town,  called  St,  Edmundf- 
bury  from  this  Saint.  He  alio  en¬ 
larged  the  Building  and  increafed  the 
Revenues  of  the  Monaftpry  there, 
which  became  one  of  the  fineft  and 
richelt  in  the  Kingdom.  He  like- 
wife  founded  the  noted  Abbey  of 
St.  Bcnnet's  in  Holme  in  Norfolk,  and 
gave  feveral  other  Teflimonies  of 
this  Kind  of  Devotion. 

In  1031  he  took  a  Journey  to 
Rome,  where  he  made  large  Prefen  ts 
to  the  Churches,  and  confirmed  all 
his  Predeceffors  had  done  both  for 
the  Church  of  Rome  and  the  Englijh 
College.  He  obtained  alfo  feveral 
Privileges  for  the  Englijh  Churches, 
and  certain  Privileges  and  Immuni- 
ties  for  Englijh  Pilgrims  and  Travel¬ 
lers,  as  they  palled  thro’  Italy,  Ger¬ 
many  and  France:  Which  done,  he 
returned  to  England,  having  firlt 
given  a  large  Account  of  thele  Mat¬ 
ters  in  a  Letter  from  Rome  to  the 
Ajfembly- General  of  the  Nation,  in 
which  he  exprelfes  much  P  ety,  and 
a  firm  Refoluti'cn  to  govern  by  the 
mod  exafl  Rules  of  Jullice,  defiling 
h's  Nobles  to  affifl  him  in  this  good 
Defign.  And  indeed  this  mull  be 
(aid  of  him,  that  'however  unjufli- 
fiably  he  mad©,  his  Way  to  the 
Throne,  after  he  was  firmly  fettled 
on  it,  .he  gave  daily  Marks  of  Juf- 
tice,  Equity  and  Moderation,  the 
Eftcdt  of  which  was  the  univerfal 
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Love  of  his  Subjeifls,  and  a  higfl 
Eileem  amongft  Foreigners. 

But  the  bell  Expreflicn  cfhis  Pie¬ 
ty,  as  well  as  good  Senfe,  is.  ffcill  beT  ; 
hind,  if  vve  regard  the  former  Part  j 
of  the  Story,  which  is  this :  ThaWjl 
as  he  was  walking  by  the  Sea- fide  at 
Southampton,  and  his  Flatterers  were 
extolling  him  to  the  Skies,  and  even 
comparing  him  with  God  htmfeif, 
he,  to  convince  them  of  their  Folly 
and  Impiety,  caufed  a  Chair  to  be 
brought  him,  and  feating  hitnfelf 
where  the  ffide  was  about  tp  flow', 
he  turned  himfelf  to  the  Sea,  and 
faid,  0  Sea,  thou  art  under  n.y  Ju- 
ri/didiio?:,  and  the  Land  where  1  Jit. 
is  mine  :  1  command  thee  to  come  no, 
farther,  nor  to  prefunye  to  wet  thj  So¬ 
vereign s  Feet .  But  the  T ide  comi ng 
on  as  ufual,  he  from  fhence  took 
Occaiion  to  let  his  bale  Flatterers 
know,  that  none  but  the  King  of 
Heaven,  whom  the  Sea  and  Land 
obey,  deferved  the  Titles  they  impi- 
oufly  bellowed  on  him,  After  which, 
it  is  faid,  he  would  never  wear  his 
Crown,  but  caufed  it  to  be  put  upon' 
the  Head  of  a  Crucifix  at  WincijSjler . 

Canute  died  in  the  19th  Year  of 
his  Reign,  A.  D.  1036,  and  was  / 
buried  in  tfie  old  Mouaflery  in  Win- 
chejler.  Fie  left  three  Sons,  to  whom, 
as  lbme  fay,  he  bequeathed  his  jhiee 
Kingdoms  by  Will ;  but  that  is  dis¬ 
puted.  However  Sweyn  had  Nor¬ 
way;  Harold  EnglantJ ;  and  Hardi- 
canute ,  Detwiark.  Gunilda  hisDaugh- 
ter  was  married  to  the  Emperor 
Henry  IV. 


Harold, 

U'PON  Canute's  Death,  there 
was  a  great  Difpute  about  the 
Siicceflion.  The  Englijh  were  for 
Hardicanute,  who  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  of  Queen  Emma,  and  alledgcd 
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the  Marriage  Articles  above  men¬ 
tioned  in  lire  Favour  ;  but  the  Dane f 
were  for  Harold,  though  a  Foreigner 
and  illegitimate,  reiolving,  as  ’tis 
laid,  to  iiand  by  Canute's  Will.  Ha- 
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'-raid  had  this  Advantage  above  Har- 
dicauute,  that  he  was  in  England, 
and  was  of  Age  to  govern  ;  whereas 
the  other  was  in  Denmark,  and  but 
15  or  j6  Years  old.  Neverthelefs 
Harold  might  have  miffed  of  the 
Crown,  if  he  had  not  prefently  feized 
=.  upon  the  Treaiure  his  Father  had 
laid  up  at  Wincbefier .  This  enabled 
him  to  gain  over  feveral  of  his  Op- 
pofers,  and  at  a  General  Affembly 
of  the  whole  Nation,  held  in  Mer¬ 
cia,  •viz,,  at  Oxford ,  having  got  a 
Majority  of  Voices,  he  was  pro¬ 
claimed  King  of  England. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Weft -Sax¬ 
ons  returning  home  diffatisfied  with 
this  Choice,  Hardicanute  was,  by 
the  Management  of  Earl  Good-win, 
proclaimed  King  of  Wejfex,  with¬ 
out  any  farther  interfering  with 
what  had  been  done  in  Mercia.  By 
Wejfex  now  we  are  to  underhand  all 
the  Country  South  of  the  Thames , 
and  by  Mercia  all  North  of  it  ;  and 
as  in  the  former  there  were  more 
Englijh  than  Danes,  fo  in  the  latter 
there  were  more  Danes  than  Englijh’, 
and  Wejfex  was  by  far  the  more  po¬ 
pulous  of  the  two,  ,  though  the  other 
was  of  much  larger  Extent  :  This 
Equilibrium  of  the  two  Parties  was 
what  preferved  the  Nation  in  Peace, 
in  the  Midft  of  this  Diffenfion. 

In  Hardicanute' s  Abfence,  Good¬ 
win  managed  all  in  Wejfex,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  Queen-Mother,  whom 
the  Englijh  had  no  Affeftion  for. 
And  Harold  feeing  he  could  not  ob¬ 
tain  his  End  by  Force  of  Arms,  en- 
deat'oured  by  underhand  Means  to 
bring  oyer  Goodwin  to  his  Side.  To 
effett  this  he  is  faid  to  have  promifed 
the  Earl  to  marry  his  Daughter. 
However  that  be,  Goodwin  oq  a  fud- 
den  became  his  Friend,  and  under 
Pn-tence  that  Hardicanute  neglefted  to 
come  into  England,  got  Harold  to  be 
acknowledged  King  of  Wejfex  with 
all  the  Ea!e  imaginable ;  and  now  he 
yv!as  in  reality  King  of  all  England. 


Queen  Einma  was  fufficiently  mor¬ 
tified  at  thefe  Proceedings,  and  now 
quite  defpairing  of  ever  being  able 
to  recover  the  Crown  for  her  Son 
Hardicanute,  Are  formed  a  Defign  of 
fetting  one  of  her  Sons  by  Ethel-, -cd 
on  the  Throne.  To  this  End,  after 
having  diifembled  in  fuch  a  Manner 
as  to  make  it  be  belieyed,  as  fhe 
thought,  that  fhe  was  quite  eafy, 
and  would  no  more  concern  herfelf 
in  publick  Affairs,  fhe  got  Leave  qf 
Harold  to  fend  for  her  two  Sons, 
Alfred  and  Edward,  out  of  Norman¬ 
dy,  pretending  only  that  her  mother¬ 
ly  Affection  made  her  defirous  to  fep 
them,  after  having  been  feparated 
from  them  for  fo  long  a  Time  ;  but 
in  reality  her  Defign  was,  that  as 
fhe  knew  they  were  greatly  beloved 
by  the  Englijh,  they  might,  by  being 
on  the  Spot,  form  a  Party  for  them- 
felves.  The  two  Princes  foon  ar¬ 
rived,  under  Pretence  only  of  paying 
a  Vifrt  to  their  Mother.  But  the  fa-  — t- 
gacious  Earl  Goodwin  eafily  fmelt 
out  the  real  Defign,  and  acquainted 
Harold  with  it,  who  was  fufficiently 
alarmed  ;  but  Goodwin  reprefented 
to  him  how  eafy  it  was  to  crufh  thi 
Confpiracy  whilll  it  was  as  yet  but 
in  Embryo,  and  advifed  the  ma¬ 
naging  of  Matters  fo  as  to  get  the 
young  Princes  into  their  Hands,  and 
then  to  ma,ke  them  away.  Harold 
approved  of  this  Prqjeft,  and  in  his 
Turn  having  diffembled  his  Sufpi- 
cion  of  the  Queen’s  Defigns  lor 
fomp  Time,  he  laid  hold  of  an  Opr 
portunity,  which  naturally  prefenped 
ltfelf,  to  invite  the  two  Princes  to 
come  and  pafs  fome  Days  at  Courf‘ 
Emma  was  greatly  diflurbed  at  this, 
fearing  the  worft ;  but  as  fhe  could 
not  handfomely  decline  the  King's 
Invitation,  fire  took  a  middle  Courle, 
and  fent  only  Alfred,  keeping  Ed-  Y* 
ward  with  her  under  l'ome  planftbie 
Pretence.  Goodwin  went  himfelf  to 
meet  the  Prince,  as  if  to  do  him. 
Honour;  send).  Alfred,  and  his  l  ulu 
E  ^  Train 
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T  rain  of  Normans  were  highly  pleafed 
with  the  Refpect  that  was  paid  him, 
but  on  a  fudden  were  under  the  great- 
eft  Confternation,  when  they  were 
flopped  at  Guilford  Caftle,  and  made 
to  enter  there  under  Pretence  of  re- 
frelhing  themfclves.  Alfred  was  pre- 
fently  conducted  to  Ely,  where  his 
Eyes  were  put  out,  and  he  was  fhut 
up  in  the  Monaftery,  but  died  in  a 
fhoit  Time,  either  cf  Grief,  or  by 
fome  outward  Violence  :  However, 
Goodwin  was  afterwards  charged  with 
his  Murder.  Prince  Edward  upon 
this  made  all  the  Hafte  he  could 
back  to  Normandy,  and  Emma  being 
ordered  to  leave  the  Kingdom,  re¬ 
tired  to  Bruges  in  Flanders.  After 
all,  there  is  Tome  Uncertainty  in  the 
above  Story,  which  Malmjbury  fays 
was  built  on  a  common  Report,  and 
’tis  certain  that  it  is  told  more  Wavs 
than  one  ;  particularly,  that  inftead 
of  Emma’ s  fending  for  her  Sons, 
flarcld  forged  a  Letter  as  from  her, 
inviting  the  Princes  over  to  recover 
their  Right,  and  that  Alfred  only 
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HIS  Prince’s  true  Name  was 
Canute,  and  he  gained  the 
Epithet  of  Hardy,  which  by  Cuftom 
became  Part  of  his  Name,  not  from 
his  Courage,  but  his  ftrong  Cc-nfti- 
tution.  He  was  at  Bruges  with  his 
Mother,  when  Harold  died,  confult- 
jng  about  Meafures  to  recover  the 
Crown  of  Weffex :  And  upon  the 
News  of  hrs  Death,  he  came  over  to 
England  with  40  Da?dfh  Ships,  was 
received  with  great  joy  by  the  Dams 
as  well  as  Englijh,  and  unanimoufly 
acknowledged  by  them  all  K in e  of 
England.  * 

The  very  Beginning  of  his  Reign 
was  Tallied  by  an  unnatural  Piece  of 
Cruelty.  Immediately  after  he  was 
crowned,  he  caukd  the  Body  of  the 
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came,  and  was  ferved  as  above  re¬ 
lated  :  And  fome  place  his  Death 
after  Harold’s. 

Hardicanute  began  now  at  laft 
to  beftir  himfelf,  and  to  refolve  to 
recover  the  Kingdom  of  Weffex  by 
Force  of  Arms ;  but  Harold's  Death 
happening  at  the  fame  Time,  brought 
about  with  Eafe  what  otherwife  he 
would  have  found  a  difficult  Matter 
to  accomplifh.  He  died  without  If- 
fue,  in  1039,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  l 
his  Reign,  when  there  was  one  of 
the  hardeft  Winters  that  was  ever  — 
known  in  England.  He  was  buried 
at  Winchejler,  fome  fay  Wefminfer ; 
and  was  called  Harefoot,  either  from 
his  Swiftnefs  in  running,  or  becaufe 
he  chofe  always  to  walk  on  Foot. 
He  did  nothing  memorable,  fave  that 
he  laid  a  Tax  of  eight  Marks  on  ■ 
every  Port,  towards  fitting  out  16 
Ships ;  and  made  a  Law,  that  if  any 
Weljhman,  coming  into  Englandw\l\i- 
out  Leave,  was  taken  on  this  Side 
Offa's  Ditch ,  he  fhould  have  his  - 
Right  Hand  cut  off-. 
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late  King  his  Brother  to  be  dug  up 
and  flung  into  the  Thames,  which 
being  found  by  fome  F.fhermen,  they 
gave  it  to  the  Danes,  who  depofited 
it  m  their  Burial-Place  at  London,  at 
this  Day  called  St.  Clements  Danes. 

Soon  after,  he  laid  a  heavy  Tax 
on  the  Nation,  for  paying  his  Fleet, 
which  he  fent  back  to  Denmark. 
This  occafloned  great  Murmuring - 
and  Difcontent  among  the  People. 
At  IVorcefer  the  Tax  was  oppofed 
with  the  utmoft  Violence,  and  two 
of  the  Perfons  employed  to  colled! 
it  were  killed.  This  lo  incenfed  the 
King,  that  he  fent  the  Dukes  of 
Wrfjex  and  Mercia,,  and  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  with  their  Forces, 
agcmil  IVorcefer ,  who  after  plunder - 
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.ing  the  City  for  four  Days,  burnt  it 
to  the  Ground. 

And  now  Prince  Edward,  the 
King’s  Brother  by'  the  Mother’s  Side, 
arrived  from  Normandy,  and  appeared 
at  the  Englijb  Court ;  where  meeting 
with  a  kind  Reception,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  demanded  Juftice  againft  Good¬ 
win  for  the  Murder  of  his  Brother 
Alfred.  Hardicanute  being  glad  of 
an  Opportunity  of  punifhing  that 
Lord,  more  perhaps  for  what  he 
had  done  for  Harold,  than  for  what 
he  had  done  againll  Alfred,  Goodwin 
was  fummoned  to  appear  and  anfwer 
to  the  Charge :  But  he,  who  well 
knew  the  King’s  avaricious  Difpofi- 
tion,  took  care  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  the  Danger  he  was  in,  by  an 
exceeding  rich  Prefent  of  a  moll 
magnificent  Galley,  before  his  Trial 
came  on ;  by  which  Means  he  was 
acquitted,  upon  his  fwearing  that  he 
had  no  Hand  in  Alfred’s  Death. 

As  Hardicanute  was  infamous  for 
his  Cruelty,  he  was  no  lefs  fo  for  his 


Gluttony  and  Drunkennefs,  to  which 
fome  afcribe  his  Death ;  for  he  died 
fuddenly,  as  he  was  revelling  and 
caroufing  at  the  Wedding  of  a  Da- 
nijh  Lord  at  Lambeth.  Some  think 
he  was  poifoned ;  but  however  that 
be,  he  died  unlamented  by  all,  and 
the  Englifj,  we  are  told,  kept  the 
Day  of  his  Death,  June  8,  as 
Holiday  for  fome  Centuries  after, 
by  the  Name  of  Hog's  Tide,  or  Hoc- 
tide.  He  died  in  1041,  and  the  !OA\ 
third  Year  of  his  Reign.  With  him 
expired  the  Monarchy  of  the  Danes 
in  England,  after  it  had  lafted  about 
26  Years,  but  after  they  had  har- 
rafted  the  Kingdom  at  Times  for 
240  Years.  In  thefe  Times  we  are  v. 
told,  that  a  Dane  would  often  ftab 
an  Englijhman  as  he  was  drinking, 
fo  that  at  length  no  one  would  drink 
in  the  Prefence  of  a  Dane,  without 
having  fomebody  to  be  his  Pledge 
or  Security ;  whence,  it  is  faid,  our 
Cuftom  of  pledging  one  another  a- 
rofe. 
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THE  late  King  dying  without 
Iffue,  Edward,  Son  of  Ethel- 
red  and  Emma,  who  had  fpent  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Life  in  Norman¬ 
dy,  was  the  only  Prince  now  in  Eng¬ 
land,  who  had  any  Claim  to  the 
Crown.  And  yet  it  was  no  eafy 
Matter  to  fettle  the  Succeflion  ;  for 
Edward,  Son  of  Edmund Ironfde,  was 
ftill  alive  in  Hungary ,  who  was  one 
Degree  nearer  the  Throne  than  his 
Uncle  Edward,  Edmund's  younger 
Brother :  And  Sweyn,  Son  of  Canute 
the  Great,  was  yet  living  in  Nor¬ 
way.  So  that  there  was  fome  Dan¬ 
ger  of  the  old  Anirr.ofities  reviving 
upon  this  Occafton  between  the  Eng- 
lijh  and  Danes,  the  latter  of  whom, 
one  might  reafonably  fuppofe,  would 
be  defirous  of  haying  the  Succeflion 


continued  in  their  Princes,  after 
the  fucceffive  Reigns  of  four  Danifi)  fr- 
Kings.  Add  to  this,  that  Edward 
having  lived  fo  long  in  Normandy, 
was  little  known  here,  and  that  he 
was  a  Prince  of  fmall  Parts,  and  notr 
very  capable  of  aflerting  his  Right. 
However,  one  lucky  Thought  did  — 
his  Bufinefs  at  once.  Tho’  he  had 
before  profecuted  Earl  Goodwin,  who 
was  alfo  Duke  of  Weffex,  for  the 
Murder  of  his  Brother,  yet  conft- 
dering  the  great  Power  and  extenftve 
Genius  of  this  Lord,  in  both  which 
he  was  far  fuperior  to  all  the  reft  of 
the  Nobility,  he  refolved,  upon  the 
Advice  of  his  Friends,  to  folicit  his 
Prote&ion  and  Support,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  obtained  it :  But  firft  Gocd-—^- 
\uin,  who  never  neglected  his  own 

In  cere  ft. 
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Intered,  brought  Edward  to  Arti¬ 
cles,  and  made  him  fwear  to  marry 
his  Daughter  Edit  ha,  notwithdand- 
ing  his  Averdon  againd  taking  to 
Wife  a  Woman,  whofe  Father  he 
looked  upon  as  his  Brother’s  Mur¬ 
derer. 

Matters  being  thus  fettled  between 
them,  and  th zDanes  having  no  Prince 
of  their  Nation  in  England,  Goodwin, 
at  this  favourable  Conjunfture,  con¬ 
vened  a  General  AJJembly,  and  got  Ed- 
ward  acknowledged  and  proclaimed 
King  of  England.  This  feems  to  be 
the  cleared  and  mod  natural  Account 
of  this  Affair,  though  feme  fay  that 
Edward  was  in  Normandy  when  Har- 
dicanute  died,  and  was  invited  over; 
and  it  mud  be  owned  there  is  great 
Perplexity  and  Obfcurity  in  this  Part 
of  the  Englijh  Hidory.  What  fol¬ 
lows  is  as  difficult,  and  indeed  more 
fo,  all  Circumdancesconfidered.  We 
are  told,  that  in  this  AJJembly,  Good - 
win  harangued  fo  againd  the  Danes, 
(by  which  it  fhould  feem  that  none, 
or  very  few  of  them  were  there,  or 
that  their  Spirits  were  very  much 
funk)  that  it  was  not  only  agreed, 
-that  no  Dane  fnould  ever  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  fit  upon  the  Englijh  Throne, 
but  that  they  likewtfe  unanimoudy 
refolved  to  expel  all  the  Danes  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  accordingly 
effefted  it.  And  fome  here  intro- 
r^-,duce  another  Maffacre,  fuch  as  that 
in  Ethelred’ s  Reign.  Whether  this 
be  true  or  not,  the  Difficulties  are 
very  great  on  both  Sides ;  for  as  on 
the  one  hand  it  is  hard  to  fuppofe, 
how  the  Danes,  who  but  jud  before 
were  fo  powerful  in  England,  fhould 
all  on  a  fudden  be  fo  borne  down  ; 
fo,  on  the  other,  ’tis  as  unaccounta¬ 
ble,  that  after  this  Period  the  Danes 
fhould  be  no  more  heard  of,  than  if 
no  fuch  People  had  ever  been  in  the 
Ifland.  This  then  is  judly  thought 
to  be  one  of  the  mod  knotty  Points 
in  the  Englijh  Hidory. 

King  Edward  was  a  Man  of  a 
weak  Conditution,  and  a  weaker 
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Underdandjng.  He  was  of  an  eafy,  ■ 
indolent  Difpofiticn,  of  an  undeady 
and  irrefoiute  Temper,  minded  Tri-^ 
fles  more  than  Matters  of  Impor¬ 
tance,  and  had  no  Ability  for  pub- 
lick  Affairs.  This  Weaknefs  of  tha 
King  gave  the  Nobles,  particularly 
Goodwin,  an  Opportunity  of  rifing 
to  an  exorbitant  Degree  of  Power, 
little  inferior  to  his  own,  Goodwin 
became  even  formidable  to  Edward , 
by  the  vad  Number  of  Friends  he 
had  attached  to  his  Intered,  and 
would  have  foared  dill  higher,  if 
he  had  not  met  with  a  Counter¬ 
balance  in  Siward  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  and  Leofrick  Duke  of  Mer¬ 
cia,  who  was  more  a  King  in  his 
Province  than  Edward himfelf.  Thefe 
two  powerful  Lords  uniting  together 
were  a  Check  to  Goodwin’s  Ambi¬ 
tion,  and  a  Support  to  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority.  Tho’  Edward  was  obliged 
to  carry  it  fair  to  Goodwin,  yet  ha 
had  an  invincible  Hatred  towards 
him  and  his  whole  Family  in  his 
Heart  ;  which  was  the  Reafon  of 
his  deferring  his  Marriage  with  his 
Daughter  Edit  ha  as  long  as  pofftble ; 
however,  after  a  Delay  or  two  Years, 
as  he  really  dood  in  Fear  of  her  Fa¬ 
ther,  he  efpoufed  her  according  to  - 
his  Promife,  but  never  confummated 
the  Marriage.  She  was  a  Lady  of"*' 
a  great  Soul  and  of  drift  Virtue, 
and  bore  this  Treatment  with  the 
utmod  Equanimity ;  and  as  fhe  found 
it  was  to  no  purpoie  to  endeavour  to 
gain  the  King’s  A|Feftions,  (he  di¬ 
verted  her  Mind  with  Reading  and 
Afts  of  Devotion.  She  was  one  of] 
the  mod  beautiful,  chade,  humble  I 
and  moded  Ladies  of  her  Time,  and  J 
had  nothing  of  her  Father  in  her;  i 
So  that  it  became  a  Saying,  J 

Sicut  Spina  Rofatn,  genuit  Goodwinus 
Edit  ham. 

Though  Edward  has  the  Titles  of 
Saint  and  Confejfor,  yet  he  was  no: 

fo 
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"fb  much  a  Chriftian,  but  he  took  the  pedling  his  Pardon  in  vain  for  a  great 
£rd  Opportunity  of  (hewing  his  Re-  while,  he  fitted  out  fome  Ships,  and 
-venge  againd  his  Mother,  as  he  har-  committed  great  Ravages  and  CrueJ- 
fcoured  Hatred  ip  bis  Bread;  to  his  ties  upon  the  Evglijh  Coads.  This 
_  chade  and  virtuous  Queen,  purely  gave  Goodwin’ s  Enemies  a  great 
on  her  Father’s  Account.  He  went  Handle  againlt  him  and  his  Fami- 
haftily  and  unexpectedly  to  Win-  ly  ;  but  the  King,  dill  in  fear  of 
(bsjier,  where  his  Mother’s  Trear  him,  was  induced  pt  lad  to  give  — 
fures  lay,  fejzed  on  them  all,  and  Swane  his  Pardon.  However,  his 
ilript  her  of  every  Thing,  leaving  being  thus  obliged  to  conceal  his 
her  only  a  fmall  Pcnfion  for  her  Hatred  againd  this  potent  Lord,  did 
Life.  ’Tis  farther  faid,  tho’ that  but  increafe  it  the  more.  And  then 
wants  proper  Authority,  that  he  had  th e  Normans,  who  were  very  nurtie- 
her  accufed  of  Incontinency,  with  rous  at  Court,  and  in  high  Favour 
Alwin,  bifhop  of  Winchejler ,  and  with  the  King,  were  great  Enemies 
made  her  undergo  the  Trial  of  fire-  to  Goodwin.,  becaufe  he  would  often 
Ordeal ,  which  was  to  walk  bare-foot-  make  loud  Remondrances,  and  not- — h 
and  blindfold  over  nine  red-hot  without  Caufe,  of  the  King’s  Par- 
1  Plough- lhares,  laid  at  unequal  Dif-  tiality  to  them.  The  Archbilhop  of 
tances ;  apd  if  the  Perfon  accufed  Canterbury,  in  particular,  who  was 
came  off  unhurt,  die  was  judged  to  a  Norman,  never  ceafed  irritating  the 
he  innccept,  if  otherwife,  guilty.  K,ing  againd  him.  But  an  Affair 
’Tis  pretended  Queen  Emma  went  now  happened,  which  brought  Mat- 
thro’  this  Purgation  unhurt.  Be  this  ters  to  a  Crifis.  Euftace ,  Earl  of  Bo¬ 
as  it  will,  Ihe  lived  ten  Years  after,  loign,  having  paid  a  Vifit  to  King 
confined  like  a  Prifoner  at  Winchef-  Edward,  was  returning  to  France , 
ter,  where  lhe  died  in  105Z.  and  at  Dover  one  of  his  People 

In  the  mean  Time  Sweyn  King  of  picked  a  Quarrel  with  a  Townfman 

_ Norway ,  Son  of  Canute  the  Great,  and  killed  him.  This  occafioned  a 

was  preparing  to  invade  England,  in  great InfurreCtion  of  the  Inhabitants, 
order  to  make  good  his  Claim  to  in  which  twenty  of  the  Earl’s  Re- 
the  Crown.  Edward  made  fome  tinue  lod  their  Lives.  Upon  this 
Preparations  to  oppofe  him  ;  but  a  the  King  ordered  Goodwin  to  go 
War  unexpectedly  happening  be-  with  fome  Troops  and  chadife  the 
tween  Denmark  and  Norway,  pre-  Rioters;  but  he  abfolutely  refufed, 
vented  Sweyn  s  intended  Expedi-  faying  judly,  that  it  was  not  the 
tion,  and  delivered  England  from  its  Cudom  of  England  to  punilh  Men 
FeaTs.  unheard.  Edward  now  came  to  a 

1,  A  little  after,  viz.  in  1046,  twenty-  fixed  Refolution  to  punilh  the  Earl 

five  fail  of  piratical  Danes  arrived  for  this  Difobedience,  and  was  td- 
f  at  Sandwich }  and  revived  the  Ter-  king  Meafures  as  privately  as  poiliblb 
1  rors  of  the  Englifb  :  But  Goodwin,  for  that  Purpofe  :  But  Goodwin  ha. 
fiiward  and  Lee f rick  took  fuch  Mea-  ving  Intellgence  of  it,  raifed  Forces 
furcs,  that  they  made  off  with  all  in  order  to  defend  himtelf,  an  In- 
the  Hade  they  could.  curfiori  made  by  the  Welfi  into  He- 

Several  Circumdances  concurring,  refordjbire  turn  idling  himwithaPre- 
the  King  and  Goodwin  came  at  laij:  tence.  However,  by  the  Advice  of 
to  an  open  Rupture.  Fird,  Swane,  a  General  AJj'embly  convened  at ~Glou- 
one  of  his  Sons,  having  debauched  cejler,  who  were  afraid  cf  the  Ef- 
an  Abbefs,  was  forced  td  fly^  and  fetts  of  Goodwin’s  handing  upon  his 
went  over  to  Den  nark,  where,  ex-  Defence,  a  Peace  was  patched  up 

for 
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for  ths  prefent.  But  it  did  not  lad 
long  :  For  the  King  not  brooking 
this  Affront,  tiled  all  his  Efforts  by 
promifes  and  Prefen ts  to  gain  over 
fome  of  his  principal  Friends  ;  and 
when  Matters  were  ripe,  Gooawin 
and  his  Sons  were  fumnroned  to -ap¬ 
pear  before  the  General  AJjhnbly, 
which  they  refufing,  upon  Notice 
that  it  was  defigned  to'  apprehend 
them,  were  banished  the  Keaim  ; 
and  the  Combination  was  fo  ilrong 
againit  them,  -hat  they  were  forced 
to  comply. 

But  Goodwin  refolved  upon  endea¬ 
vouring  to  reltore  himielf  to  his 
former  State  by  Force  of  Arms.  He 
had  retired  to  Flanders,  and  having 
obtained  fome  Ships  and  Forces 
from  Earl  Baldwin,  whilll  his  Son 
Harold  did  the  fame  in  Ireland,  they 
at  length  joined,  entered  the  Thames, 
and  advanced  towards  London.  Ed¬ 
ward,  in  the  Heat  of  his  Paffion, 
was  for  going,  with  the  few  Ships 
he  had  ready,  to  try  the  Fortune 
of  an  Engagement ;  but  his  Council 
oppofed  it,  who  were  for  ufing 
calmer  Methods  to  induce  Good-ucin 
to  return  to  his  Obedience.  In  the 
mean  Time,  he  being  informed 
how  they  flood  affefted,  to  render 
the  Matter  more  eafy  for  the  King, 
made  the  firft  Advances  towards 
an  Accommodation.  The  King 
at  hrd  abfolutely  refufed  to  hearken 
to  any  Terms  ;  but  at  lad  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  by  his  principal  Lords  to 
receive  him  again  into  Favour,  out¬ 
wardly  at  lead  ;  after  which  Good- 
q  -  win  loon  became  as  powerful  and 
formidable  as  ever. 

A  little  after  this  feigned  Recon¬ 
ciliation,  William  the  Bajlard,  Duke 
©*—  of  Normandy ,  arrived  in  England  to 
pay  a  Vidt  to  King  Edward,  who 
received  him  with  great  Marks  of 
Gratitude  for  the  Favours  he  had 
received  from  him  and  the  Duke  his 
l  ather.  And  now  it  was,  if  ever, 
that  King  Edward  nominated  him 


his  Succeffor  in  his  Will,  or  pro- 
mifed  to  do  fo.  That  he  ever  did,.— 
is  very  much  quedioned  :  However, 
this  was  William's  Pretence  for  inva¬ 
ding  England  after  Edward's  Death. 

In  1051,  Edward  did  a  Thing  fi 
which  was  very  agreeable  to  his 
Subjects  :  He  aboliihed  for  ever  the 

Tax  called  Danegeld,  which  amount - 

ed  to  40,000/.  a  Year,  and  had  been 
paid  for  38  Years. 

In  1053,  Earl  Goodwin,  fo  form]-  (6 
dable  to  the  King,  and  the  whole 
Kingdom,  died.  Some  relate  a  re¬ 
markable  Circumllance  concerning 
his  Death  :  That  the  King,  as  he  — 
fat  at  Table  with  him,  dropt  fome 
Words  about  his  Brother  Alfred  ; 
upon  which  the  Earl  taking  a  Bit  of 
Bread,  wifhed  it  might  be  the  laft 
Moriel  he  might  ever  fwallow,  if 
he  had  any  Hand  in  the  Death  of 
that  Frince  ;  and  going  to  fwallow 
it  hereupon,  it  duck  in  his  Throat, 
and  choaked  him.  But  the  bed 
Hidorians  fay  nothing  cf  this,  only 
that  Goodwin  died  fuddenly,  as  he 
fat  at  Tab  e  with  the  King.  Pro¬ 
bably  the  Stcry  was  invented  after¬ 
wards  in  the  Norman  Times  to  black¬ 
en  his  Memory,  as  he  was  a  great 
Enemy  to  all  Foreigners,  efpecially 
the  Normans.  His  Son  Harold  fuc-  •— 
ceeded  him  in  all  his  high  Pods, 
who  had  all  his  Father’s  Abilities, 
wdthout  his  Pride  and  Haughtinefs, 
and  became  at  lad  fo  popular,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  he  equalled  his 
Father  in  Power,  that  he  began  to 
entertain  1  houghts  of  fucceeding  to 
the  Crown,  and  took  his  Meafures 
accordingly. 

’Twas  happy  for  Edward,  that  he 
had  no  War  iince  the  Beginning 
of  his  Reign  ;  but  now,  in  1054,  10 
Macbeth,  King  of  Scotland,  feiziDg' 
upon  Cumberland,  in  Prejudice  of 
Malcolm,  of  the  Royal  family  of 
that  little  Kingdom,  King  Edward 
took  the  latter’s  Part.  This  War 
was  but  a  very  fhort  one  :  For  Si- 

ward, 
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*vcard,  Earl  of  Northumberland ,  by 
one  decifive  Battle,  drove  Macbeth 
out  of  Cumberland,  and  1  tit.  Malcolm 
in  Pofleffion  of  it.  Soon  after  which, 
the  valiant  Slward  died,  and  Teflon, 

*  Harold's  Brother,  was  made  Earl  of 
Northumberland  in  his  Room.  Some 
—will  have  it,  that  Siward  deftroyed 
Macbeth,  and  made  Malcolm  King 
of  Scotland  as  well  as  Cumberland. 

About  the  fame  Time,  the  Wcljh, 

'•  tinder  their  King  Griffin,  and  Alfgar 
a  banifhed  Englijh  Nobleman,  made 
an  Inroad  into  England,  and  took 
and  plundered  Hereford  ;  but  Earl 
Harold  marchinp-  againlt  them  with 
an  Army  he  had  himfelf  railed,  put 
them  to  the  Rout,  and  drove  them 
back  into  their  own  Country:  Which 
fuccefsful  Expedition  added  very 
much  to  the  Refpect  the  People  be¬ 
fore  had  for  him  ;  and  they  began 
now  to  talk  openly,  that  no  Man  was 
-  fo  worthy  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown 
as  Harold,  iince  King  Edward  had 
no  Heirs. 

The  King  being  fenfible  that  Ha¬ 
rold  aimed  at  the  Crown,  in  order 
to  defeat  his  Hopes,  fent  for  his  Ne¬ 
phew  Edward,  Son  of  Edmund  Iron- 
flde,  out  of  Hungary.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  came  over  to  England  with  his 
Son  Edgar  Atbeling  and  his  two 
Daughters,  in  the  Year  1057,  but 
died  loon  after  his  Arrival.  About 
the  fame  Time  alfo  died  Leofrick, 
Duke  of  Mercia,  the  Story  of  whole 
—Wife  Godi-va' s  riding  through  Co¬ 
ventry  naked  is  well  known. 

Prince  Edward's  Death  put  ne.v 
Life  into  Harold’,  for  as  to  Edgar 
his  Son,  as  he  was  very  young,  there 
feemed  no  great  Difficulty  in  fetting 
him  afide.  Soon  after  this  we  hear 
of  Harold  at  the  Court  of  Norman¬ 
dy.  Some  fay  he  went  over  on  pur- 
pofe  to  get  out  of  Duke  William's 
Hands  his  Brother  and  Nephew, 
whom  King  Edward  had  lecetved 
of  Goodwin  his  Father  as  Hoftages 
upon,  his  Reconciliation,  and  had 
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fent  over  to  be  kept  in  Normandy ; 
and  others  fay  he  was  accidentally 
driven  upon  that  Coaff  by  a  Storm. 

When  he  was  there,  ’tis  faid  he  took 
an  Oath  to  Duke  William  to  alb  It 
him  in  obtaining  the  Crown  of  Eng¬ 
land  after  Edward's  Death.  Hoivr 
ever,  when  he  was  got  away,  he 
looked  upon  himfelf  as  not  bound 
by  an  Oath  which  was  extorted  from 
him.  As  to  the  King,  he  was  quite- 
unresolved  about  the  Succelhon,  pro¬ 
moting  neither  the  Intereft  of  his 
Nephew  Edgar,  nor  of  Duke  Wil¬ 
liam,  and  lo  that  he  could  but  pafs 
his  Days  in  Peace,  feemed  not  to 
trouble  himfelf  about  what  fhould 
happen  after  his  Death. 

The  IFeljh  renewing  their  Inc’>r- 
fions  in  1063,  were  again  repulfed  I6&3 
by  Harold,  and  his  Brother  Toflon , 
who  ob.iged  him  to  dethrone  Griffin, 
and  become  Tributary  to  England. 

They  afterwards  reftored  him  and 
renewed  the  War,  but  Harold 
marching  to  their  Frontiers,  itrucic 
fuch  a  Terror  into  them,  that  to  pa¬ 
cify  him,  they  lent  him  their  King 
Griffin's  Head. 

The  Northumbrians  being  grie- 
voufly  oppreffed  by  T i/lon  their  Earl, 
rofe  up  in  Arms  and  expelled  him 
their  Country.  Harold  was  fent  to 
ch'aflife  them,  and  reflore  his  Bro¬ 
ther.  But  the  People  made  fuch 
Kemonftrances  to  him  of  Teflon's  ill 
Government,  that  he  interceded  for 
them  with  the  King,  obtained  their 
Pardon,  and  procured  them  another 
Governor,  whom  they  defired.  This— t— 
entirely  gained  him  the  AfFe&ionsof 
the  Northern  People,  and  indeed- of 
the  whole  Kingdom,  for  his  Equity  » 
and  Juftice.  But  Toflon  bore  him  an  — 
implacable  Hatred  ever  after  ;  of 
whom  this  cruel  Inltance  of  Re¬ 
venge  is  recorded,  that  going  to  his 
Biocher’s  Country  Houfe  with  his 
Attendants,  he  cut  fome  of  his  Do- 
melticks  in  Pieces,  barrelled  them 
up,  and  lent  them  to  him  for  a  Pre¬ 
sent; 
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fent ;  after  which  he  made  the  beft 
ofhis  Way  into  Flanders. 

Whilft  Harold,  was  ufing  all  the 
Addrefs  he  was  Mailer  of  to  procure 
his  Suceeflion  to  the  Crown,  King 
Edward  gave  himfelf  no  Trouble 
about  it,  but  was  wholly  engaged  in 
building  the  Church  and  Monaftery 
at  Wejlminfier.  He  juft  lived  to  fee 
ihem  finifhed,  and  the  Ceremony  of 
their  Dedication  performed  in  a  raoft 
folemn  Manner,  and  dying  in  the 
24th  Year  of  his  Reign,  A.  D. 
1065,  was  buried  in  the  Sepulchre 
he  had  provided  for  himfelf  in  Wejl- 
minjler- Abbey ,  which  he  built.  He 
was  the  laft  King  of  Egbert' s  Race, 
though  not  the  laft  Saxon  King,  fince 
Harold  was  of  that  Nation,  though 
not  of  the  Blood  Royal.  He  was 
a  Prince  of  but  weak  natural  Parts, 
eafy  and  good-natured,  mild  and 
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peaceable,  very  liberal  to  the  Monks^ 
and  remarkable  neither  for  his  Vir¬ 
tues  nor  his  Vices.  He  was  cano¬ 
nized  by  Pope  Alexander  III.  about — f- 
200  Years  after  his  Death,  by  the 
Name  of  Edward  the  Confejfor , 
though  we  don’t  find  he  fuffered  any 
Thing  on  Account  of  Religion. 

He  was  the  firft  King  who  touched- — 
for  what  is  now  called  the  King's  Evil, 
and  many  Cures  are  faid  to  have  been 
wrought  by  him  :  But  that  is  no 
Wonder,  fince  feveral  other  Miracles 
are  aferibed  to  him  ;  and  one  would 
think  they  fhould  all  be  hereditary, 
if  that  of  curing  the  King's  Evil  be 
fo.  What  is  more  material,  he  re-  *! — ' 
duced  the  Wejl-Saxon ,  Mercian  and 
Dadijh  Laws  into  one  Body,  which 
from  that  Time  became  common  to 
all  England,  and  were  called  the 
Laws  of  King  Edward, 
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According  to  the  antient 

Ufage  of  the  Kingdom,  Ed¬ 
gar  Atbelmg  was  the  only  Perfon  on 
whom  the  Crown  fhould  have  de¬ 
volved,  he  being  the  only  remaining 
Prince  of  the  Family  of  the  antient 
Kings.  Bat  Harold,  Earl  Goodwin’s 
Son,  had  managed  his  Matters  fo 
well,  that  upon  Edward’s  Death 
he  eafily  ftept  into  the  Throne.  The 
Manner  of  his  doing  this  is  varioully 
related.  Some  Writers  fay,  he  was 
unanimoully  andfreely  eleded  by  the 
General  AJJ'embly ,  and  was  crowned 
the  next  Day  by  the  Archbilhop  of 
7 ork.  Others  affirm  that  he  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  eled  him,  after  ha¬ 
ving  extorted  his  Nomination  from 
the  late  King,  as  he  lay  a  dying  : 
And  others  again  will  have  it,  that 
he  did  not  concern  himfelf  about 
the  Confent  of  the  Great  Council, 
but  ulurped  the  Crown  without  any 
Manner  of  Ceremony.  However  this 
be,  after  he  was  crowned,  all  ac¬ 
knowledged  him  for  their  Sovereign, 
and  obeyed  him  as  fuch.  And  what¬ 
ever  may  be  faid  of  his  afpiring  to 
the  fupreme  Authority,  it  mult  be 
owned,  h*  had  all  the  Qualifications 
requifite  to  the  forming  of  a  great 
Prince  ;  and  if  he  gained  the  Affec¬ 
tions  of  the  People,  when  he  was 
a  private  Man,  with  a  View  to  the 
Crown,  he  no  lefs  ftudied  to  preferve 
their  Affedions  after  he  was  King. 
He  did  many  popular  Things,  lef- 
fened  the  Taxes,  and  caufed  Juftice 
to  be  impartially  adminiltered. 

But  though  all  Things  were  quiet 
and  eafy  among  his  own  Subjects, 
more  Storms  than  one  were  gather- 
ing  again  ft  him  from  abroad.  The 
Duke  of  Normandy  had  long  enter¬ 
tained  Thoughts  of  fucceeding  to  the 
Crown  of  England  upon  Edward’s 
Death,  moved  thereto  either  by  the 


verbal  Promife  or  Will  of  that 
Prince,  but  much  more  by  his  own 
Ambition,,  and  was  now  actually 
meditating  to  put  his  Defign  in  Exe¬ 
cution,  enraged  that  Harold  had,  con¬ 
trary  to  his  Oath,  fet  himfelf  up  for 
King.  But  before  Matters  came  to 
be  decided  by  Arms  between  the 
Duke  and  Harold,  his  Brother  Tof- 
ton,  from  the  implacable  Enmity  he 
bore  him,  was  Peeking  to  difturb  his 
Government,  in  order  to  dethrone 
him.  The  Earl  of  Flanders  having 
furnilhed  him  with  fome  Ships  and 
Troops,  he  greatly  infefted  the  Eng- 
lijh  Coafts,  and  having  plundered 
the  IJle  of  IVigbt,  proceeded  to  Sand¬ 
wich.  But  being  told  that  the  King 
was  marching  again!!  him,  he  failed 
for  the  North,  entered  the  Humber , 
and  made  a  Defcent  upon  Yorkjhire. 
Harold  ordered  Morcar  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  to  oppole  him,  chufing 
himfelf  to  ftay  at  London  to  prevent 
any  Thing  being  contrived  again!! 
him  in  favour  of  Edgar,  by  thofe 
who  had  a  great  Affeflion  for  the 
antient  Royal  Family.  To  keep 
them  eafy,  and  obviate  their  Difcon- 
tents,  he  fhewed  great  Refpeft  to  the  - 
Prince,  created  him  Earl  of  Oxford , 
and  took  Care  of  his  Education,  as 
if  he  would  have  it  thought  that  he 
intended  to  refign  the  Crown  to  hiia 
when  he  Ihould  be  of  fit  Age  to  go¬ 
vern.  In  the  mean  Time  Morcar, 
with  the  Earl  of  Chefer,  coming  up¬ 
on  Tofion  unawares,  forced  him  to 
fly  with  his  little  Army,  and  feturn 
to  his  Ships.  He  fleered  towards 
Scotland,  to  folicit  Aid  there;  but 
finding  it  to  no  Purpofe,  he  put  to 
Sea  again  to  make  another  Attempt 
upon  Englandft  ith  the  Forces  he  had; 
when  by  a  Storm  he  was  driven  on 
the  Coal!  of  Norway,  and  there  met 
with  what  he  defired. 

For 
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For  Harfager  King  of  Norway 
having  made  fome  Progrefs  in  his 
Defigns  upon  Scotland ,  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  carry  on  his  Conquefts ;  when 
Toflon  perfuaded  him  to  turn  his 
Arms  againft  England,  reprefenting 
the  State  of  Affairs  there  in  fuch  a 
Light,  as  to  make  him  believe  it 
would  be  an  eafy  Matter  for  him  to 
make  himfelf  Mafter  of  that  King¬ 
dom.  Accordingly  he  with  Tofton 
entered  the  Tyne  with  500  Ships. 
Harold  had  raifed  a  great  Army  to 
oppofe  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  who 
had  been  making  great  Preparations 
for  his  intended  Invafion  ;  but  ha¬ 
ving  waited  all  the  Summer  for  his 
Coming,  and  imagining  the  Duke 
had  deferred  his  Expedition  till  next 
Spring,  he,  to  fave  Expences  to  his 
Subjects,  had  juft  begun  to  difband 
it  for  the  Winter  :  When  being  fur- 
prized  by  this  unexpe&ed  Invafion 
of  Harfager  and  Tofton,  he  haftily 
drew  it  together  again  in  order  to 
march  againft  them.  The  Enemy, 
in  the  mean  Time,  having  plundered 
the  Country  on  both  Sides  the  Tyne, 
embarked  again,  entered  the  Hum¬ 
ber ,  landed,  and  ravaged  the  Coun¬ 
try,  and  befieged  and  took  York. 
Harold  having  marched  with  all  Ex¬ 
pedition,  was  now  come  up  with 
them  at  Stamford  Bridge,  on  the 
Derwent.  They  were  ported  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  River,  and  were 
Mafters  of  the  Bridge  ;  fo  that  Ha¬ 
rold  could  not  come  at  them  to  give 
them  Battle,  without  firft  gaining  the 
Bridge.  The  Englijb  attacked  it  with 
great  Refolution,  and  it  was  bravely 
defended  by  the  Norwegians  :  But 
they  could  not  withftand  the  Efforts 
of  the  Englijb,  though  encouraged  by 
the  Valour  of  one  Man,  who  alone 
defended  the  Bridge  for  no  fmall 
Time  againft  the  whole  Englijb  Ar¬ 
my  ;  but  at  laft  being  flain,  after  he 
had,  as  ’tis  faid,  killed  40  Men  with 
his  own  Hands,  Harold  became  Ma¬ 
fter  of  the  Bridge,  and  led  his  Army 
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over.  And  now  a  memorable  Battle 
was  fought,  which  was  very  bloody 
and  very  obftinate,  lafting  from  Se¬ 
ven  in  the  Morning  till  Three  in  the 
Afternoon,  between  two  very  nu¬ 
merous  Armies,  no  lefs  than  60,000^ 
on  each  Side,  till  at  laft  the  Norwe¬ 
gians  were  totally  routed,  and  Ha¬ 
rold  obtained  a  compleat  Vidtory, 
Harfager  and  Tofon  being  both  Jlain. 

A  great  and  rich  Booty  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Englijb,  and  amongft 
the  reft,  a  confiderable  Quantity  cf- 
Gold.  But  here  King  Harold  was 
very  impolitick  :  For  whether  it  was 
to  eafe  the  People  of  an  Expence 
which  would  foon  become  neceffary 
in  the  War  againft  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy,  or  for  whatever  Reafon  it 
was,  he  kept  the  Spoils  to  himfelf, 
without  iharing  them  amongft  his 
Soldiers,  which  raifed  fuch  Difcon-- 
tents  in  the  Army,  as  proved  after¬ 
wards  very  detrimental  to  his  Af¬ 
fairs. 

William  Duke  of  Normandy  had 
foon  after  King  Edward's,  Death 
fent  Ambaffadors  to  Harold,  requi¬ 
ring  him  to  deliver  up  the  Crown  to 
him,  and  in  Cafe  of  Refufal,  to 
charge  him  with  Breach  of  Oath, 
and  to  declare  War  againft  him. 
Harold  returned  for  Anfwer,  that 
the  Duke  had  no  Right  to  the 
Crown,  that  the  Oath  was  extorted 
from  him,  and  fo  was  null  and  void, 
and  that  he  would  defend  his  own 
Right  againft  all  Oppofers.  Upon 
this  the  Duke  prepared  to  invade 
England,  and  as  he  found  it  difficult 
to  raife  Money  for  this  Expedition 
by  a  publick  Tax,  he  did  it  by  a 
voluntary  Subscription  amongft  his 
Subjects,  to  which  fome  great  Men 
leading  the  Way,  the  reft  very  rea¬ 
dily  followed  their  Example  :  But 
all  being  not  fufficient,  he  obtained 
Affiftance  from  feveral  neighbouring 
States.  And  being  ccnfcious  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  his  Title,  he  rot  tne 

,  o  . 

Fope  to  approve  of  his  Defign,  and 

to 
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to  excommunicate  all  that  Ihould  op- 
po  ehim,  upon  promife,  no  doubt,  of 
doing  great  1  hings  for  the  Church. 
In  Token  of  his  Approbation,  the 
Pontiff  fent  him  a  confecrated  Ban¬ 
ner,  with  a  golden  Agnus  Dei ,  and 
one  of  St.  Peter  %  Hairs.  Harold 
was  not  behind-hand  in  his  Prepara¬ 
tions  to  give  the  Duke  a  warm  Re¬ 
ception,  but  equipped  a  large  Fleet, 
and  railed  a  numerous  Army,  which, 
after  waiting  in  vain  a  gojd  while 
for  the  Duke,  he  had  given  Orders 
for  dilbanding,  juft  beiore  he  heard 
of  Iiarfager  and  Tojlon’s  Invafton. 
And  now,  but  nine  Days  after  his 
famous  Victory  at  Stanford  Bridge, 
the  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  had  been 
long  waiting  for  a  fair  Wind,  land¬ 
ed  on  the  29th  of  September,  1066, 
at  Pe-venjey,  now  Pernfey,  in  SuJJ'ex, 
and  having  built  a  Fort  near  the 
Place  to  favour  his  Retreat  in  cafe 
of  Neceftity,  (tho’  fome  fay  he  fent 
his  Ships  back  to  Normandy,  and 
others  that  he  burnt  them,  to  let  his 
Men  fee  they  muft  either  conquer  or 
die,)  he  marched  along  the  Shore,  as 
far  as  Hajlings,  where  he  built  a  fe- 
cond  and  ftronger  Fort,  and  waited 
for  the  Coming  of  the  Enemy. 

Harold  was  yet  in  the  North,  rec¬ 
tifying  the  Diforders  occaftoned  by 
the  Norwegians,  and  not  expecting 
the  Normans  ’till  Spring.  But  as 
foon  as  he  was  informed  of  their 
Arrival,  he  marched  with  the  ut- 
moft  Expedition  back  to  London, 
where  the  Nobility  came  in  to  him, 
promifing  their  Affiftance ;  but  he 
found  his  Army  much  diminifhed  by 
the  Lofles  at  Stanford  Bridge,  and  by 
Multitudes  deferting  thro’  Difcon- 
tent.  However,  having  drawn  all 
his  Forces  together,  he  marched  and 
encamped  about  feven  Miles  from 
the  Norman  Army,  refolving  to  give 
them  Battle.  Duke  William  per¬ 
ceiving  this,  advanced  a  little  for¬ 
ward  to  a  commodious  Piece  of 
Ground,  that  he  might  draw  up  his 
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Army  to  the  beft  Advantage.  The 
Englijh  fpent  the  Night  in  fmging 
and  caroming,  as  if  lure  of  the  Vic  -  r® 
tory,  and  the  Normans  in  preparing  I 
for  the  Fight,  and  praying  to  God\ 
for  Succefs, 

The  important  Day  was  now 
come,  the  14th  of  October,  being 
Harold’s  Birth-Day,  but  more  me¬ 
morable  to  England  for  one  of  the 
greateft  Events  that  ever  befel  it. 
The  Battle  began  with  great  Fury 
and  equal  Bravery  on  both  Sides, 
The  Englifs  were  at  firft  very  much 
annoyed  by  the  Norman  Long-Bows, 
a  Way  of  fighting  they  had  not  been 
ufed  to,  which  put  them  in  fome 
Diforder;  but  recovering  themfelves, 
they  fo  warmly  engaged  the  Nor - 
mans,  that  they  were  forced  to  give 
back  a  little,  who  renewing  the  At¬ 
tack,  met  with  as  vigorous  a  Re- 
fiftance  as  before,  the  Englijh  having 
much  the  Advantage  of  them  with 
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their  Bills,  which  were  their  antient 
Weapons;  nor  was  it  in  the  Power 
of  the  Normans  to  break  their  Ranks,  * — 
which  remained  impenetrable,  till 
the  Duke  thought  of  a  Stratagem, 
which  was,  for  his  Men  to  retreat 
as  they  were  fighting,  as  if  they  were 
about  to  fly.  This  emboldened  the 
Englijh  to  prefs  upon  the  retiring 
Enemy,  and  in  their  Eagernefs  they 
broke  their  Ranks ;  and  then  the 
Normans  Handing  their  Ground,  andl 
by  a  Difcipline  they  had  been  ufed  7 0 
to,  clofing  their  Ranks  again,  fell/ 
on  the  difordered  Englijh,  and  made 
a  terrible  Slaughter  of  them,  Ha~ 
rold  did  all  he  could  to  rally  his 
Forces,  and  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
draw  up  on  a  riling  Ground  a  good 
Body  of  Foot,  which  being  joined 
by  the  flying  Troops  became  very 
confiderable.  The  Duke  ordered  this 
Body  to  be  attacked  with  frefh  Fury, 
but  the  Englijh  received  them  with 
the  utmoft  Bravery,  killed  great 
Numbers  of  the  Normans,  and  pre- 
ferved  their  Ranks.  The  Battle  had 
F  lafted 
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lalted  from  Seven  in  the  Morning, 
and  now  Night  drew  on,  whilft  Vic¬ 
tory  as  yet  leemed  to  remain  in  Suf- 
pente.  But  the  Duke  had  a  Mind 
to  make  one  Pufh  more  before  it  was 
dark,  to  drive  the  Englijh  from  their 
Station.  In  this  fatal  Attack,  Ha¬ 
rold  was  flain  by  an  Arrow  Ihot  into 
his  Brains ;  at  which  the  EngUjb  be¬ 
ing  quite  difmayed,  betook  them- 
felves  to  Flight,  and  the  Normans 
purfuing  them  as  long  as  it  was  Day¬ 
light,  made  a  terrible  Slaughter, 
killing  all  they  could  overtake. 
Garth  and  Levsin  the  King’s  Bro¬ 
thers  were  flain,  and  the  Normans 
obtained  a  compleat  Victory.  This 
important  Battle  was  fought  near 
Heatbjield  in  Sujjex,  in  the  Place 
where  the  Town  of  Battle  now 
Hands,  which  took  its  name  from 
it.  The  Duke  loft  6000  of  his 
Men,  but  the  Englijh  an  incredible 
Number.  William  immediately  or¬ 
dered  his  whole  Army  to  fall  on  their 
Knees,  and  thank  God  for  fo  great 
a  Victory,  and  in  the  Morning 
caufed  his  own  Dead  to  be  buried, 
and  gave  the  Englijh  peafants  leave 
to  do  the  fame  for  their  Country¬ 
men.  The  Bodies  of  the  King  and 
his  two  Brothers  being  found,  he 
fent  them  to  their  Mother,  who  bu¬ 
ried  them  in  Waltham- Abbey ,  which 
Harold  had  founded. 

Thus  fell  the  brave  Harold ,  fight¬ 
ing  valiantly  not  only  in  his  own, 
but  his  Country’s  Caufe,  after  a 
fhort  and  turbulent  Reign  of  nine 
Months  and  nine  Days:  And  with 


him  totally  ended  the  Empire  of  the  - 
Anglo-Saxons  in  England,  which  be¬ 
gan  in  the  Perfon  of  Hengijl  above 
600  Years  before.  It  is  very  re¬ 
markable  that  William,  in  EfFcft, 
became  Mafter  of  England  by  this 
one  fortunate  Blow,  whereas  all  the- 
former  Invaders,  Romans,  Saxons, 
and  Danes,  conquered  it,  as  it  were, 
by  Inches.  The  Englijh  are  faid  at 
this  Time  to  have  been  very  much 
funk  in  Luxury,  Idlenefs  and  Vice$^ 
which  had  infedted  all  Orders  of ' 
Men  amongft  them,  as  the  Confe- 
quence  of  a  long  Peace  of  50  Years, 
which  had  made  them  alfo  neglectful 
of  Arms,  to  which  fome  in  great 
Meafure  afcribe  this  wonderful  Re¬ 
volution  brought  about  by  the  Nor¬ 
mans.  But  ’tis  manifelt  the  Englijh 
fought  with  as  much  Valour  as  the 
Normans,  the’  Fortune  at  laft  turned 
againlt  them.  The  feigned  Retreat 
of  their  Enemies  Harold’s  Death, 
feemed  to  be  the  chief  Caufes  of  their 
lofing  the  Day :  Though  after  all  we 
mult  conclude,  that  the  Hand  of 
Providence  was  eminently  concerned 
in  this  grand  Affair. 

Harold  had  three  Sons  by  his  firft 
Wife,  Edmund,  Goodwin  and  Mag¬ 
nus,  who  retired  into  Ireland  after 
their  Father’s  Death  ;  and  by  his  fe- 
cond  Wife,  a  Son  named  Wolf,  who 
was  but  a  Child  when  the  Battle  of 
Hajlings  was  fought,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  knighted  by  William  Rufus. 
He  had  alfo  two  Daughters,  one  of 
which  was  married  to  Waldemar, 
King  of  Rujjia. 
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E  are  now  come  to  one  of  whom  the  Male  Line  failed.  Ste 
the  moll  confiderable  Pe-^.phen  was  the  only  one  of  the  Houfe 
riods  in  all  the  Engl  iff  '  of  Blois,  from  the  Marriage  of  Ade- 

the  Conqueror's  fourth  Daughter 
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'Hillory,  viz.  the  Norman  Conqueil ; 
as  that  Revolution  introduced  a  new 
Face  of  Things  in  the  Nation,  a 
jnoll  remarkable  Alteration  in  its 
•Laws,  Language,  Manners  and 
Cuftoms ;  as  England,  after  this  fur- 
prizing  Conjuncture,  began  to  make 
a  more  confiderable  Figure  in  Europe 
^than  ever  it  had  done  before  ;  and 
as  from  hence  it  received  a  new  Race 
of  Kings,  which  either  by  the  Male 
Or  Female  Line  has  continued  down 
to  this  very  Day.  Thefe  Monarchs 
indeed  were  of  feveral  Houfes  or 
Families,  according  to  the  Princes 
or  Perfons  who  efpoufed  the  Prin- 
ceiles  of  England,  and  from  fuch 
Marriage  gave  Kings  and  Queens 
to  this  Nation :  or  according  to  the 
different  Branches  into  which  the 
Royal  Family  was  divided.  Thus 
the  Normans  began  with  Williatn  the 
Conqueror,  the  Head  of  the  whole 
-  Race,  and  ended  with  Henry  I.  in 
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with  Stephen  Earl  of  Blots.  The 
Plantagenets,  or  Houle  of  Anjou,  be- 
gan  with  Henry  II.  from  the  Mar^\  Car¬ 
riage  of  Matilda  or  Maud,  Daugh-1 
ter  to  Henry  I.  with  Geoffrey  Planta- 1 
genet,  Earl  of  Anjou,  and  continued? 
undivided  to  Richard  II.  inclufive. 

Thefe  were  afterwards  divided  into_ 
the  Houfes  of  Lancajler  and  York  \ 
the  former  beginning  with  Henry  IV. 

Son  of  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lan-'i 
cajler,  fourth  Son  of  Edward  III. 
and  ending  with  Henry  VI.  The\ 
latter  began  with  Edward  IV.  Son  j 
of  Rickard  Duke  of  York,  who  on 
the  Father’s  Side  was  Grandfon  toL 
Edmund  de  Langley  fifth  Son  of  Ed* 
ward  III.  and  by  his  Mother  de¬ 
fended  from  Lionel,  third  Son  of 
the  faid  King ;  and  ended  in  Ri^ 
chard  III.  The  Family  of  the  Tu¬ 
dors  began  with  Henry  VII.  from 
the  Marriage  of  Margaret ,  Great 
F  2  Grand- 
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Grand-daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt, 
with  Edmund  'Tudor,  Earl  of  Rich- 
mend-,  and  ended  with  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth.  The  Hoiife  of  Stuarts  be¬ 
gan  with  James  I.  Son.  of  Henry 
Stuart  Lord  Darnley ,  and  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  whofe  Grandmo¬ 
ther  was  Margaret,:  Daughter  to 
Henry  VII.  and  ended  with  Queen 
Anne.  . William  III.  was  the  only 
one  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange ,  whole 
Mother  was  Mary,  Daughter  to 
Charles  I.  The  Houfe  of  Erunfivick 
now  reigning  began  with  his  late 
Majefty  King  Georgel.  whofe  Grand¬ 
mother  was  the  Trincefs  Elizabeth, 
Daughter  to  King  James  I.  Hay¬ 
ing;  made  this  Di°reSTion,  for  the 
better  Ddlin&ion  of  the  following 
Hiftory,  I  now  return  to  my  prefent 
Subject,  i  Willi  am  the  Conqueror. 

William  was  the  Seventh  Duke  of 
Normandy,  from  Rollo  the  iirll  Duke, 
of  whom  Mention  has.  been  made  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Alfred.  His  Fa¬ 
ther,  Duke  Robert,  Brother  to  Duke 
Richard  III.  was  never  married,  but 
being  charmed  with  the  graceful 
Mien  of  a  young  Woman,  named 
Arlotia,  (whence  ’tis  faia  came  the 
Word  Harlot)  a  Skinner’s  Daugh¬ 
ter,  as  he  faw  her  dancing  with 
other  Country  Girls,  he  took  her 
for  his  Miftrefs,  and  by  her  had  this 
William.  Duke  Robert,  about  feven 
Years  after,  taking  it  in  his  Head  to 
go  on  Pilgrimage  to  Jerufalem ,  be¬ 
fore  his  Departure,  catifed  the  States 
of  Normandy  to  acknowledge  his 
young  Son  for  his  Succefior ;  and 
dying  in  his  Journey,  William  ac¬ 
cordingly  fucceeded  him  in  1035, 
being  then  about  nine  Years  of  Age. 
He  met  with  a  great  deal  of  Trou¬ 
ble  during  his  Minority,  from  feve- 
ral  Pretenders  to  the  Dukedom,  as 
well  as  from  the  King  of  France, 
who  wanted  to  get  it  into  his  own 
Hands ;  but  by  his  Vigour  and  Con¬ 
duct,  and  the  Wifdom  of  thole  in 
the  .Administration,  he  got 'the  bet¬ 


ter  of  all  his  Enemies,  and  efta* 
blifhed  himfelf  firmly  in  the  PoSTef- 
fion  of  the  Sovereign  Authority. 
And  now,  in  all  Probability,  he 
might  have  palled  the  reft  of  his 
Days  in  Peace,  if  his  Ambition  had 
not  put  him  upon  making  new  Ae- 
q millions.  Plis  having  an  Eye  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  it  is  very- 
likely,  was  what  brought  him  over 
hither  to  make  a  Vifit  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward  his  Coufin,  who  had  no  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  who  then,  tis  generally 
thought,  promifed  him  to  make  a 
Wrill  in  his  Favour.  However,  from 
this  Time  he  began  to  look  upon 
himfelf  as  having  a  Claim,  fuch  a 
one  as  it  was,  'to  be  Edward's  Suc- 
ceftbr,  and  feemed  rel'olved,  if  all 
other  Methods  failed,  to  accomplish 
his  Defign  by  Force  of  Arms.  How 
he  did  this  we  have  already  feen,  and 
his  Succefs'  in  the  memorable  Battle 
of  Hafings,  by  which  he  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  did  his  Bulinefs  at  once. 

The  firft  Thing  he  did  after  the 
Battle  of  Hafings,  was  to  lay  Siege 
to  Dover,  in  order  to  fecure  his  Re¬ 
treat  in  Cafe  of  Neceflity,  and  to 
have  a  Place  from  whence  he  might 
eafily  fend  for  Supplies  from  Nor¬ 
mandy.  The  Confternation  it  was 
in  made  it  foon  Surrender :  Which 
having  ordered  to  be  more  ftiongly 
fortified,  and  Spent  Some  Days  there 
to  forward  the  Work,  he  marched 
with  his  victorious  Army  for  London. 
In  this  March  it  was,  that,  as  fome 
tell  us,  he  was  met  by  the  Kentijh 
Men,  with  each  a  green  Bough  in 
his  Hand,  So  that  they  ieemed  like  a 
moving  Wood,  which  at  firft  fome- 
vvhat  Surprized  him  ;  but  he  Soon 
found  the  Meaning  of  i.t,  and  than 
tin  y  were  only  come  to  offer  their 
Submiflion,  and  to  demand  the  Pre¬ 
servation  of  their  antient  Rights  ;■ 
which,  ’tis  laid,  he  granted.  But 
this  Story  is  looked  upon  by  tlitj 
mo  ft  judicious  Writers  to  be  a  down- 
right  Forgery. 
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In  the  mean  Time  the  City  of 
London  was  in  the  utmoll  Confufion, 
lbme  being  for  one  Thing,  and  fome 
for  another,  nor  could  they  by  any 
Means  agree  in  their  Opinions. 
Among  ether  Projects,  fome  were 
for  placing  Edgar  Atheling  on  the 
Throne,  and  the  Earls  Edwin  and 
Morcar,  who  had  retired  to  London 
after  the  Battle  of  H.jhngs,  were  at 
the  Head  of  this  Party.  But  all 
they  could  do  was  to  prevail  on  the 
Citizens  to  Ihut  up  their  Gates  a- 
gainft  WiUiam ,  till  they  could  fix  on 
fome  Refolution.  The  Duke  by  this 
Time  was  come  to  Southwark,  and 
there  he  encamped,  and  lay  fome 
Days  expecting  the  voluntary  Sub¬ 
million  of  London  ;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  Edwin  and  Morcar  took  this 
Opportunity  to  lpirit  up  the  Citizens 
to  make  a  Sally  upon  the  Normans  ; 
which  they  did,  but  it  was  eafily  re- 
pulfed.  This  made  the  Duke  ien- 
fible  it  was  necellary  to  take  more 
vigorous  Methods ;  and  as  a  Siege, 
i  which  might  have  lafted  a  great 
while,  would  have  been  very  incon¬ 
venient  in  his  prefent  Circuinftances, 
he  refolved  to  lay  hold  on  the  Con- 
fternalion  the  City  was  then  in,  to, 
fubdue  them  by  Terror  rather  than 
by  Force.  To  this  End  he  polled 
himfelf  at  Wallingford,  and  fent  out 
Detachments  to  plunder  the  Coun¬ 
ties  near  London,  to  frighten  the  Ci- 
tizens,  and  to  cut  them  off  from  Pro- 
vifions;  and  at  the  fame  Time  burnt 
Southwark  to  tire  Ground.  The 
two  Earls  above-mentioned  Hill  la¬ 
boured  hard  for  Edrur,  and  the  Ma- 
jority  of  the  People  were  on  their 
Side ;  but  their  Meafures  were  bro- 
-ken  by  the  Clergy  then  in  London, 
and  the  two  Archbiihops  at  their 
Head,  who  were  for  fubmitting  to 
the  Duke,  and  had  formed  a  ftrong 
Party  among  the  Citizens  for  that 
Purp  fe  :  So  that  Edwin  and  Morcar, 
finding  they  could  not  prevail,  retired 
into  the  North ;  and  immediately 


after,  the  two  Archbi drops,  with  toffi 
the  Bilhop  of  Winchcjler,  and  Edgar 
himfelf,  went  over  to  the  Duke, 
who  was  then  at  Berkhamfead ;  and 
their  Example  was  loon  followed  by 
a  great  many  Perfons  of  Diilindlion. 

But  the  Londoners  being  dill  unre- 
folved,  the  Duke  drew  nearer  the 
City,  as  if  with  a  Defign  to  befie'ge 
it:  Upon  which  the  Magillratc:, 
defpairing  of  being  able  to  defend  it 
in  the  Midll  of  the  prefent  Confu¬ 
fion,  went  out  and  met  him,  and 
prefented  him  with  the  Keys  of  the 
Gates.  And  then,  after  holding  a 
ConfuFation  with  the  Prelates  and 
Nobles  who  had  before  fubmitted, 
they  waited  on  him  in  a  Body,  and 
made  him  an  Offer  of  the  Crown.  - — V 
He  pretended  at  firlt  to  hefitate,  as 
if  he  had  forgot  what  he  came  a- 
bout,  and  defined  Time  to  coniult 
with  his  Friends;  whole  Advice,  as 
might  ealily  be  forefeen,  being  a- 
greeable  to.  his  Wilhes,  he  told  the 
Englijb  Lords  and  Magilirates  of 
London,  that  he  was  ready  to  yield 
to  their  Requell :  And  fo  he  accept¬ 
ed  the  Crown  as  their  Gift;  and  this  1 
is  certain,  that  tho’  he  has  the  Title  C  c 
of  Conqueror  given  him,  he  never  I 
openly  pietended  to  hold  the  Crown  J 
by  Right  of  Conqueil. 

Though  this  was  but  a  forced  E- 
ledlion,  and  without  the  Confent  of 
the  rell  of  the  Nation,  yet  William 
was  crowned  at  London  on  Chrifmas- 
Day,  having  firll  caufed  a  Fort  to  be 
built,  which  he  garrifoned  with  Nor¬ 
mans,  becaufe  he  Hill  fufpecled  the 
Citizens.  The  Ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  by  Aldred,  Archbilhop  of 
York,  becaufe  Stigand,  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury ,  lav  under  a  Suipen- 
fion  from  Rome,  and  William  had 
not  yet  a  mind  to  difpleafe  the 
Pope.  The  Archbilhop  adcfr£fiing 
himfelf  to  the  Englijb,  alked  them, 
whether  they  would  have  the  Duke 
of  Normandy  for  their  King?  And 
the  Bifhop  of  Conjlance  put  the  fa  me 
F  3  Quell  ion 
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Queftion  to  the  Normans,  by  which 
it  was  plain  that  it  was  William’s 
Deftgn  to  fettle  them  here.  They 
both  having  confented  with  loud 
Acclamations,  the  Archbifhop  placed 
the  Duke  on  the  Throne,  and  ad- 
miniftered  to  him  the  Oath,  ufually 
taken  by  the  Saxon  Kings';  which 
in  Subftance  was,  To  proteEl  the 
Church  and  its  Minijters,  to  govern 
the  Nation  with  Equity,  to  enatt  juft 
Laws,  and  caufe  them  to  be  duly  ob- 
ferved,  and  to  forbid  all  Rapines  and 
unjuji  Judgments.  What  was  moll 
furprifing,  and  faved  William  a 
World  of  Trouble,  which  in  all 
Appearance  he  had  Hill  to  go  thro’, 
was,  that  as  foon  as  ever  it  was 
known  that  he  had  been  crowned  at 
London,  he  was  immediately  without 
any  Oppolition  acknowledged  for 
King  throughout  the  whole  Nation. 
So  wonderfully  did  every  Thing 
concur  to  bring  about  this  great  Re¬ 
volution  ! 

King  William,  a  few  Days  after 
bis  Coronation,  retired  from  London 
to  Berking,  where  Multitudes  came 
and  fubmitted  to  him,  and  among 
the  reft  Edwin  and  Morcar.  He  re¬ 
ceived  them  in  a  moft  favourable 
Manner,  affured  them  of  his  Pro¬ 
tection,  and  in  their  Prefence  gave 
Prince  Edgar  large  Poffeflions,  who 
was  fo  beloved  by  the  Englijh,  that 
he  was  generally  called  England’s 
Darling.  Soon  after,  he  laid  the 
Foundation  of  a  Church  and  Mo- 
naftery  in  the  Place  where  Harold 
was  llain,  and  ordered  that  the  Mo- 
naftery,  when  finilhed,  fhould  be 
called  Battle-Abbey.  In  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  his  Government  he  ufed 
great  Moderation  towards  the  Eng¬ 
lijh,  and  expreffed  a  tender  Regard 
for  them  ;  and  the  three  firft  Months 
of  his  Reign  palled  to  their  great 
Satisfaction.  But  this  Ihort  Time  of 
Tranquility  and  mutual  Confidence 
was  followed  by  Jealoufy,  Miftruft 
and  Severity  on  the  King’s  Side, 


and  frequent  Revolts  and  Commo¬ 
tions  on  the  People’s ;  in  which, 
whether  the  King  was  moft  to  blame 
or  the  People,  cannot  ealily  be  de¬ 
termined,  by  reafon  of  the  Partiality 
of  Writers  on  each  Side,  according 
as  they  ftood  affeCted.  This  how¬ 
ever  is  certain,  that  the  Englijh  were 
ill  treated  by  this  King,  that  he 
Ihewed  great  Partiality  to  the  Nor¬ 
mans,  and  ruled  the  Natives  with  a 
defpotic  Sway,  exercifing  many  ACts 
of  Severity  upon  them,  and  treatings 
them  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  as 
a  conquered  People.  ’Tis  certain 
alfo,  that  there  were  many  Revolts, 
and  Attempts  to  lhake  off  the  Nor¬ 
man  Yoke ;  but  that  they  all  proved 
ineffectual,  and  ferved  only  for  a 
Handle  to  yet  greater  ACts  of  Seve¬ 
rity,  as  will  appear  from  a  brief  Re¬ 
cital  of  FaCts. 

The  Beginning  of  the  Year  1067, 
King  William,  without  any  other 
vifible  Reafon  than  to  aifplay  his 
new  Grandeur  among  his  old  Sub¬ 
jects,  went  over  to  Normandy,  taking 
with  him  fuch  Englijh  Lords  as  he 
moft  fufpeCted,  to  prevent  any  Thing 
being  done  to  his  Prejudice  in  his 
Abfeftce ;  for  which  Reafon  alfo  he 
placed  ftrong  Garrifons  of  Normans 
in  all  the  Caftles.  His  Brother  Odo, 
Bifhop  of  Bayeux,  and  William  Fitz - 
OJborn,  were  intruded  with  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Kingdom ;  and 
thefe  lticking  at  no  Methods  to 
enrich  themfelves,  exceedingly  op-- 
prefled  the  Englijh,  and  proceeded 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  one  would 
almoft  think  they  had  Orders  for 
what  they  did,  that  the  People  might 
be  ftirred  up  to  revolt,  and  fo  there 
might  be  fome  plaufible  Pretence  to 
treat  them  with  the  more  Severity, 
by  taking  away  their  Eftates,  and 
other  Methods,  by  which  the  King 
might  have  it  in  his  Power  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  reward  his  Normans.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  the  Kentijhmen  at  this 
Time  attempted  to  recover  their  Li¬ 
berty, 


3 


WILLIAM  I. 


berty,  and  called  to  their  Aflillance 
Eujiace  Earl  of  Boloign,  who  failing 
in  his  Project  of  furprizing  Dover 
Caitle,  retired  to  his  Ships,  and  left 
the  Kentijhmen  to  the  Mercy  of  the 
Regents.  Edric  Forejler,  an  Englijh 
Lord,  alfo  took  up  Arms  in  Here- 
fordjbire ,  and  cruelly  treated  all  the 
Normans  that  fell  into  his  Hands. 
This  haitened  the  Xing’s  Return  to 
England ,  who,  inltead  of  punifhing 
the  Regents,  approved  of  their  Con- 
dud,  to  the  no  fmall  Difcontent  and 
Mortification  of  the  Englijh. 

The  King  was  naturaliy  covetous, 
and  greedy  to  hoaid  up  Money : 
His  great  Armament  had  run  him 
vaflly  in  Debt ;  and  he  now  thought 
it  high  Time  to  reward  thofe  who 
had  afiilted  him  in  his  Expedition, 
according  to  their  Expectations .  F or 
thefe  Reafons  he,  in  1068,  revived 
the  Tax,  formerly  called  Danegeld, 
which  was  levied  upon  the  poor 
■Englijh  with  all  imaginable  Rigour. 
And  now  InfurreClions  and  Revolts 
followed  in  Abundance.  The  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Exeter  refuting  to  take 
the  Oath  to  the  King,  and  to  almit 
a  Norman  Garrifon,  William  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  befiege  it  in  Form,  and 
the  Citizens  had  no  other  Courfe  to 
take  but  to  implore  his  Mercy.  At 
the  earned:  Intreaties  of  the  Clergy 
he  pardoned  them,  how  much  foever 
in  his  own  Mind  he  was  againll  it : 
And  to  keep  them  in  Order  for  the 
future,  he  caufed  a  Catlle  to  be  built 
in  the  City,  and  garrifoned  it  with 
Normans. 

The  late  Tax  not  being  fufficient 
for  the  Purpofes  before  mentioned, 
the  King  had  Recourfe  to  other  Ex¬ 
pedients,  which  greatly  increafed  the 
Difcontents  of  the  Englijh.  He  fent 
-Commiflioners  into  all  Parts,  to  in¬ 
quire  who  had  fided  with  Harold , 
and  to  confifcate  their  Eilates. 

Edwin  and  Morcar,  provoked  at 
this  Treatment  cf  the  Englijh,  re¬ 
volted,  and  having  railed  an  Army, 
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were  re-inforced  by  Blethwin  King 
ot  Wales  with  a  good  Number  of 
Troops.  But  the  King  marching 
with  all  Expedition  againll  them, 
with  a  great  Superiority  of  Forces, 
broke  all  their  Meafures ;  upon 
which  the  two  Earls  lubmitted,  and 
were  pardoned.  But  this  Ail  of 
feeming  Clemency  to  the  Leaders 
in  the  Rebellion  loll  all  its  Effect, 
by  his  feverely  punifhing  others  who 
were  lefs  guilty  :  Nay,  he  caufed 
feveral  who  had  no  Hand  in  the 
Revolt  to  be  Ihut  up  in  Prifon ; 
which  fpread  a  Terror  through  the 
Nation,  as  did  alfo  his  building  Caf- 
tles  in  -divers  Places,  which,  it  was 
eafy  to  perceive,  were  defigned  to 
over-awe  the  Englijh.  There  were 
indeed,  as  may  w-ell  be  i'uppofed, 
great  Animoiiiies  between  them  and 
the  Normans,  the  latter  behaving  to¬ 
wards  the  Englijh  much  as  the  Danes 
formerly  did,  and  being  counte¬ 
nanced  in  their  Infults  by  the  King, 
whilll  the  Complaints  of  the  Englijh 
were  not  at  all  regarded.  The  Con- 
fequence  was,  that  many  Murders 
were  committed  on  both  Sides,  and 
an  EdiCl  was  publifhed  purely  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Normans. 

Morcar  and  feveral  other  Lords, 
miltrufting  the  Sincerity  of  the  King’s 
Behaviour  towards  them,  retired  into 
Scotland,  and  prevailed  upon  Prince 
Edgar  to  go  along  with  them,  with 
his  Mother  and  Sillers.  The  King 
of  Scotland  received  them  with  all 
due  RefpeCt,  and  married  Margaret , 
Edgar's  eldelt  Siller,  from  whom 
defcended  Matilda,  Grandmother  of 
King  Henry  II.  in  whom  the  Royal 
Families  of  the  Saxons  and  Normans 
were  united. 

Though  King  William  was  pleafed 
at  thefe  Lords  leaving  the  Kingdom, 
where  they  had  io  great  an  Influence, 
yet  perceiving  hereby  how  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  Hood  afttCled,  he  proceeded  to 
greater  Acts  of  Seveiity,  refolving, 
by  humbling  them,  to  fecure  himielf 
F  4  from. 
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f0&8  from  their  Refentment.  With  this 
View,  it  is  (aid,  he  forbad  them  to 
^ — -have  any  Lights  in  their  Houfes  af¬ 
ter  Eight  o’clock  at  Night,  order¬ 
ing  a  Bell  to  be  rung  at  that  Hour, 
wh  ch  was  called  the  Curfew,  from 
Couvrefeu,  i.  e.  Co-ver-fre,  at  the 
Sound  of  which  they  were  obliged, 
under  fevere  Penalties,  to  put  out 
their  Fires  and  Candles.  It  mull  be 
owned  indeed,  that  this  Affair  of  the 


Curfew  is  not  fupported  by  any  com¬ 
petent  Authority.  But  this  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  after  the  Northumbrian 
Malcontents  had  called  in  the  Danes, 
whole  General,  Ofiorn ,  the  King  of 
Denmark's  Brother,  King  Wiliam 
bribed  by  large  Prefen ts  to  go  off, 
he  {hewed  no  Mercy  towards  the 
Englijh  ;  but  after  having,  for  a 
Terror  to  the  reft,  ravaged  the 
whole  Country  between  York  and 
Durham,  fo  as  not  to  leave  a  Floufe 
handing,  he  removed  all  the  Englijh 
from  their  Pods,  took  away  their 
-Jj-~Eftates,  feized  upon  all  the  Fiefs  of 
the  Crown,  and  gave  them  to  the 
Normans ,  from  whom  are  delcended 
many  of  the  great  Families  at  this 
Day  in  England.  After  this  memo- 
labie  Period  we  hear  no  mote  of 


Ealdormans  or  Thanes,  Saxon  Terms, 
but  cf  Counts  or  Earls,  Fif counts , 
Barons ,  Vavajfors,  See.  from  the 
Norman  or  French  Tongue  ;  and 
from  this  Time  it  may  be  laid,  that 
England  became  Norman. 

The  Clergy  expe&ed  great  Things 
from  this  King,  and  therefore  were 
the  mod  forward  to  fubmit  to  him 
after  the  Battle  of  Haftings  ;  but 
they  were  difappointed  :  For  Wil¬ 
liam  now  put  the  Church-Lands  up¬ 
on  the  fame  Footing  with  the  reft, 
obliging  them  to  furnifli  a  certain 
Number  of  Men  for  his  Wars,  tho’ 
by  the  Charters  of  the  Saxon  Kings 
they  were  exempted  from  all  milita¬ 
ry  Service.  He  quartered  his  Troops 
upon  the  Monatteries,  and  obliged 
the  Monks  to  fupply  them  with  Ne- 


ceffaries.  He,  moreover,  feized  up¬ 
on  the  Money  and  Plate  in  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Houfes,  under  Pretence  that  the 
Rebels  had  concealed  their  valuable 
Effedls  there  ;  and  depofed  feveral— 
Biftiops  and  Abbots  that  he  did  not 
like,  putting  Normans  or  other  Fo¬ 
reigners  in  their  Room. 

In  1071,  a  great  Number  of  U 
Malcontents  betook  thc-mfelves  to 
the  Ijle  cf  Ely,  ftrongly  fortified 
it,  and  chofe  Hereward,  one  of 
the  braieft  Soldiers  in  the  King¬ 
dom,  for  their  Leader.  The  King 
was  very  much  alarmed  at  this 
Proceeding,  and  marching  in  all 
Kafte,  Locked  the  Rebels  up  in  the 
Ijle.  They  were  fo  well  fortified, 
that  he  could  not  come  at  them, 
and  had  fo  good  a  Store  of  Provi- 
lions,  that  a  long  Time  would  be 
required  to  ftarve  them  out.  And 
fo  having  continued  the  Siege,  or 
Blockade,  for  a  great  while  to  no 
Purpofe,  he  bethought  himfelf  of 
an  Expedient,  which  did  his  Bufi- 
finefs  effeftually  ;  which  was  to  feize  '~ 
on  the  Manours  belonging  to  the 
Monaftery,  which  were  without  the 
Limits  of  the  ]fe.  Upon  this  the 
Abbots  and  Monks,  in  order  to  re¬ 
cover  their  Pouefiions,  delivered  up  — 
trie  Ife,  and  all  that  were  in  it,  into 
the  Hands  of  the  King.  Hereivard 
alone  escaped  :  As  to  the  reft,  feme 
had  tfieir  Cyes  put  out,  or  their 
Fiends  cut  off,  and  others  were 
thrown  into  divers  jprifons ;  among 
the  reft.  Egelric  Bifhop  of  Durham , 
who  had  been  fo  bold  as  to  excom¬ 
municate  the  King,  was  ftarved  to 
Death  in  Prifoa. 

The  King  of  Scotland  had  taken 
the  Opportunity  of  the  Troubles  in 
England,  to  invade  the  Northern 
Counties,  which  he  ravared  in  a 
cruel  Manner.  But  as  foon  as  the 
Affair  of  Ely  was  over.  King  Wil¬ 
liam  marched  againft  him.  The 
Scotch  King  hereupon  retired-  into 
Scotland,  but  William  followed  hirn 
3  thither. 
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thither.  He  not  being  willing  to 
hazard  a  Battle  in  his  own  Country, 
offered  to  accommodate  Matters  by 
a  Treaty;  which  William  agreed  to, 
-  and  obliged  the  Scotch  King  to  do 
him  Homage,  which  molt  probably 
-was  only  for  Cumberland,  though 
fome  Englijh  Writers  fay  it  was  for 
all  Scotland. 

In  1073,  Philip  King  of  France, 
being  jealous  of  the  Greatnefs  of 
King  William,  on  a  fudden  invaded 
Normandy  without  any  Declaration 
of  War.  Upon  which  William  went 
over  with  a  great  Army,  with  which 
he  retook  Mans  and  the  whole  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Maine  ;  and  Philip  foon 
growing  weary  of  the  War,  conclu¬ 
ded  a  Peace  with  King  William. 

Prince  Edgar,  about  this  Time, 
came  to  the  King  out  of  Scotland, 
implored  his  Pardon,  and  fubmitted. 
The  King  received  him  very  gra- 
cioufly,  and  gave  him  an  Allowance 
of  a  Pound  of  Silver  a  Day.  From 
this  Time  he  continued  in  Obedi- 
-ence,  and  gave  the  King  no  farther 
Dillurbance. 

Whillt  William  was  in  Normandy, 
Pope  Gregory  VII.  fen t  his  Nuncio 
to  fummon  him  to  do  him  Homage 
-for  his  Kingdom,  pretending  it  to 
be  a  Fief  of  the  Holy  Sec.  But 
William  told  the  Nuncio,  that  he 
held  his  Crown  of  none  but  God  and 
his  Sword  j^and  publilhed  an  Edift 
forbidding  all  his  Subjects  to  own 
any  Pope  but  whom  he  fil'd  allowed 
of,  and  to  receive  any  Orders  from 
Rome  without  his  Licence. 

During  the  King’s  Abfcnce,  fome 
difguited  Norman  Lords  formed  a 
Confpiracy  to  depofehim,  and  pre¬ 
vent  his  Return,  and  drew  Earl  Wal- 
thoff,  the  only  Englijh  Lord  the 
King  retained  in  his  Favour,  into 
the  Plot.  But  he  foon  repenting, 
went  over,  and  difcovered  it  to  the 
King,  before  it  came  to  any  Head, 
imploring  at  the  fame  Time  his  Par¬ 
don,  which  the  King  readily  grant' 
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ed.  Notwithftanding  which,  foon 
after  his  Return,  the  Earl  was  ap¬ 
prehended,  beheaded,  and  buried 
under  the  Scaffold,  and  many  of  the-^-y^ 
innocent  Englijh,  who  were  not  at 
all  concerned  in  the  Confpiracy,  \ 
were  feverely  punilhed,  as  well  as 
the  guilty  Normans. 

King  William  now  enjoyed  fome 
Tranquillity,  but  in  the  Year  1077 
more  Work  was  cut  out  for  Jiim  a- 
broad.  For  his  eldeft  Son  Robert , 
inlligated  by  the  King  of  France , 
rebelled  againit  him  in  Normandy , 
and  endeavoured  to  make  himfelf 
Mailer  of  that  Duchy.  William 
went  over,  and  his  Son  perfified  in 
his  Oppofition,  and  in  the  Heat  of 
an  Engagement  wounded  him  in  the 
Arm  without  knowing  him,  and 
difmounted  him.  But  when  he  knew 
it  was  his  Father,  he  alighted,  fet 
him  upon  his  own  Horfe,  and  Tub- 
mi  tted  intiiely  to  his  Mercy.  Wil¬ 
liam  brought  him  with  him  into 
England,  and  in  the  Year  1080  fent  tdSO 
him  again!!  the  Scots,  who  had  re¬ 
newed  their  Incurfions.  But  this 
Wrar  alfo  ended  in  a  Treaty  between 
the  two  Nations,  and  there  was  no¬ 
thing  remarkable  in  this  Expedition 
but  Robert's  founding  the  Town  of— •+ 
Ne-mcajlle  upon  Tine.  About  which 
Time  alfo  King  William  built  the  t 

famous  Tower  of  London,  to  be  a1  7tno<r  df 
Check  upon  the  Citizens,  whom  he 
all  along  fuipefted. 

Soon  after  the  Peace  with  Scot¬ 
land,  William  turned  his  Arms  a- 
gainft  the  Weljh,  who  had  made 
fome  Incurfions  into  his  Domini¬ 
ons  :  Upon  which  the  Weljh  Princes 
fubmitted,  and  became  his  Tribu¬ 
taries. 

Let  us  now  fee,  in  few  Words, 
how  William  managed  his  domeftic 
Affairs  in  Time  of  Peace.  He  did 
all  he  could  to  introduce  the  Norman 
Language  into  England,  caufed  the 
Saxon  Laws  to  be  tranflated  into 
Norman,  and  publilhed  his  own  Laws 
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in  that  Tongue,  and  commanded  it 
^to  be  taught  in  all  Schools.  The 
EffeCl  was,  that  in  common  Ufe,  a 
third  Language  was  by  Degrees  in¬ 
troduced,  which  was  neither  Englijh 
nor  Norman,  but  a  Mixture  of  both. 
He  ereCted  new  Courts  of  Juftice, 
before  unknown  to  the  Englijh ,  and 
«.  very  incommodious  to  them,  and 
ordered  all  Law  Proceedings  thereto 
be  in  the  Norman  Tongue.  He  had 
an  immenfe  Revenue  ;  and  that  he 
might  know  what  every  Man  was  to 
pay  him  out  of  his  Eftate  and  Ef¬ 
fects,  he  ordered  a  general  Survey 
to  be  made,  not  only  of  his  own 
Lands,  but  of  all  the  Lands  in  Eng¬ 
land,  as  alfo  what  every  Man  was 
worth  in  Money,  Stock  of  Cattle, 
ifc.  All  which  was  let  down  in  a 
Book,  called  Doom’ s-Day  Book,  which 
to  this  Day  is  preferved  in  the  Ex- 
ehcqner.  As  he  was  very  fond  of 
Hunting,  he  difpeopled  the  Country 
in  Hampjhire  for  above  30  Miles  in 
Compals,  demolifhing  both  Churches 
and  Houfes,  to  make  a  Foreft  for 
his  Diverfion,  which  was  called 
.New-ForeJ}.  In  fhort,  all  his  Ac¬ 
tions  favoured  of  a  moijt  arbitrary 
and  abfolute  Sd ftard 

William  having  enjoyed  a  Tran¬ 
quillity  of  feveral  Years,  every  one 
thought  he  would  have  ended  his 
Days  in  Peace.  But  all  on  a  fudden 
he  makes  vaft  Preparations,  goes 
over  to  Normandy,  and  enters  upon 
a  fierce  War  again  it  France.  A  Truce 
foon  enfued,  which  was  broke  by  an 
unlucky  Jeft  of  King  Philip.  William 
being  grown  v  ery  lat  and  unweildv, 
was  pailing  through  a  Couife  of  Phy- 
fick,  when  one  coming  to  Phihp 
from  Roan,  he  aiked  him.  Whether 
the  King  of  England  nvas  delivered 
yet  of  his  great  Belly  P  William  being 
told  of  this,  was  fo  enraged,  that  he 
fent  him  Word,  that  as  foon  as  he 
was  up,  he  would  offer  in  the  Church 
of  Notre  Dame  at  Paris,  10,000 
Lances  by  way  of  Wax-Lights. 
Accordingly  he  renewed  the  War 


with  the  utmoft  Fury,  but  it  occa-- 
fioned  his  Death.  For  having  made 
great  Ravages,  and  befieged  and 
took  Mantes,  he  ordered  it  to  be 
burnt  to  the  Ground  ;  When  Hand¬ 
ing  too  near  the  Fire,  the  Weather 
being  alfo  very  hot,  and  in  his  Re¬ 
turn  to  Roan  having  bruifed  the  Rim 
of  his  Beily  againft  his  Saddle,  he 
fell  into  a  Fever,  which  carried  him 
off  on  the  9th  of  September,  1087,, 
in  the  61ft  Year  of  his  Age,  after 
havingreigned  in  Normandy  5  2  Years, 
and  2 1  in  England.  He  was  buried  in 
the  Abbey -Church  at  Caen,  which  he 
himfe-lf  had  founded.  ’Tis  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  when  th:s  great 
Prince  was  going  to  be  interred,  a 
Norman  Gentleman  forbad  the  Bu¬ 
rial,  becaufc  the  Ground  on  which 
the  Church  flood  was  his,  which  the 
Deceafed  had  never  paid  hun  for  : 
And,  according  to  the  Laws  cf  Nor¬ 
mandy,  they  were  obliged  to  make 
him  Satisfaction  before  the  Corple 
could  be  buried. 

As  this  Prince’s  Character  has 
been  varioufly  drawn,  I  fhall  leave 
the  Reader  to  judge  of  it  from  his 
Actions,  which  1  have  reprefented 
with  all  the  Impartiality  I  could,  i 
from  which  it  feems  he  had  a  great 
Mixture  of  good  and  bad  Qualities. 
As  to  his  Perfon,  he  was  tall  and 
well  proportioned  in  his  younger 
Years  ;  and  fo  ftrong,  that  ’tis  iaid 
none  but  himfelf  could  bend  his 
Bow.  His  Courage  and  Policy  are 
net  to  be  queftioned,  and  ’ tis  cer¬ 
tain,  he  was  indefatigable  in  exe¬ 
cuting  whatever  he  defigned.  When 
he  lay  on  his  Death-Bed,  he  feemed 
to  reffeCt  ferioufly  on  his  paft  Ac¬ 
tions,  and  to  view  them  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Light  from  what  he  had  done  j 
in  the  l  ime  of  his  Health  and  Vi¬ 
gour.  He  ordered  great  Sums  of 
Money  to  be  given  to  the  Poor,  and  to 
the  Churches,  particularly  for  re¬ 
building  thole  he  had  burnt  at  Man¬ 
tes.  •  He  releafed  all  the  Prifoners, 

among 


WILLIAM  I. 


73 


among  the  reft  Morcar  and  Ulnotb, 
which  laft  was  King  Harold's  Bro¬ 
ther,  and  had  been  detained  in  Nor¬ 
mandy  a  great  many  Years,  being 
one  of  the  Hoftages  given  by  Good- 
twin  to  King  Edouard,  Then  or¬ 
dering  his  chief  Officers  to  ftand  a- 
bout  his  Bed,  he  made  a  long  Ha¬ 
rangue;.  to  them,  weak  as  he  was, 
wherein  he  talked  much  of  the  Re¬ 
putation  he  had  acquired  by  his  mi¬ 
litary  Atchievements.  Yet  he  could 
not  help  owning  he  had  unjuftly 
ufurped  the  Crown  of  England ,  and 
was  guilty  of  all  the  Blood  ipilt  on 
that  Occaffon.  And  though  he  faid 
he  durft  not  bequeath  a  Crown, 
which  of  Right  was  none  of  his, 
but  left  it  to  the  Difpofal  of  God ; 

‘  yet  he  recommended  William,  his 
1  fecond  furviving  Son,  for  his  Suc- 
ceflor,  and  did  all  in  his  Power  to 
’  fecure  the  Crown  to  him. 

-  He  had  three  other  Sons  befides 
•  William  by  his  Wife  Matilda,  Daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Earl  of  Flanders.  To 


Robert  the  eldeft  he  gave  the  Duchy  ■ 
of  Normandy.  Richard  was  killed 
by  a  Stag  in  Neou-Forejl.  To  his 
youngeft  Son  Henry  he  bequeathed' 
an  Annuity  of  5000  Marks.  And 
when  the  young  Prince  complained, 
as  not  being  pleafed  with  his  Portion, 
’tis  faid  his  Father  told  him,  by  a  pro- 
phetick  Spirit,  that  the  Dominions' 
of  his  two  Brothers  fhould  be  one 
Day  united  in  him  :  Which  indeed 
came  to  pafs ;  though  it  is  not  at  all 
likely  that  God  Ihould  reveal  his 
Will  in  any  extraordinary  Manner 
to  a  Prince  of  William's  Charafter. 
He  had  alfo  fix  Daughters  by  the 
fame  Matilda ;  Cecily ,  Abbefs  of 
Caen ;  Conjlance,  married  to  the 
Duke  of  Bretaign ;  Adeliza,  pro- 
mifed  to  Harold  when  he  was  in 
Normandy,  died  young ;  Adela,  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  Earl  of  Blots ;  Gundred , 
to  William  Warren ,  Earl  of  Surrey  ; 
and  Agatha,  efpoufed  to  Alpbonfo » 
King  of  Galicia . 
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X  \  TILL  I  AM,  during  his  Fa- 
\j%,j  ther’s  lalt  Illnefs  in  Nor- 
v  v  mandy  was  concertingMea- 
fures  in  England  to  lecure  his  Suc- 
cenion  to  the  Crown.  Though  it 
was  the  Conqueror’s  Defire  that  he 
lhould  fucceed  him,  yet  there  was 
great  Danger  of  a  Party  being  for¬ 
med  againll  him  in  favour  of  his 
elder  Broth zr  Robert.  But  as  Robert 
was  out  of  the  Kingdom,  William 
with  the  more  Eafe  accomplilhed  his 
Defigns  ;  and  by  the  Management 
of  Latifranc,  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  who  had  great  Intereil  among 
the  People,  both  Englijh  and  Nor¬ 
mans,  and  had  gained  over  the  lead¬ 
ing  Lords  of  both  Nations,  and  by 
the  Favour  of  Eudo,  the  High  Trea- 
farer,  he  afcended  the  Throne,  and 
was  crowned  eighteen  Days  after  his 
Father’s  Death,  Sept.  27,  1087. 

He  was  furnamed  Rufus  from  his 
being  red-haired,  and  was  now  thirty 
Years  old.  He  was  remarkable  for 
no  good  Quality  but  his  Courage, 
which  however  for  the  moll  Part 
w$s  more  like  the  Fiercenefs  of  a 


wild  Bead  than  the  Bravery  of  a- 
Hero.  He  was  very  ill-natured,  and 
a  perfedl  Brute  in  his  Behaviour, 
was  wholly  indifferent  as  to  Religi¬ 
on,  and  had  no  Regard  for  Honour- 
or  Honedy.  He  was  greedy  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  but  it  was  to  fquander  it  away 
upon  idle  Expences.  In  line,  he 
had  all  his  Father’s  Vices  without 
his  Virtues,  and  Hiftorians  agree 
in  reprefenting  him  as  bad  a  Prince 
as  ever  fat  on  the  Englijh  Throne. 
Thefe  Hiiorians  were  indeed  Monks 
and  Ecclefiafticks,  who  might  be 
prejudiced  againll  him  for  his  feiz- 
ing  the  Revenues  of  the  Church. 
However,  as  fcarce  any  Adtion  of 
his  Life  defervcs  Commendation, 
their  Reorefentations  feem  to  be  but 
too  well  founded.  His  Intered  in¬ 
deed  obliged  him  to  put  on  the  Mafic 
for  fome  Time  at  the  Beginning  of 
his  Reign,  and  his  affedting  to  be 
guided  by  the  Counfels  of  Lanfranc 
made  the  Englijh  expedt  a  Change 
for  the  better. 

In  1088,  a  formidable  Confpiracy 
was  fet  up  againll  him  by  his  Uncle 
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Odo,  Bilhop  of  Bayettx,  who  hated 
Lanfranc,  and  could  not  endure  to 
fee  hitn  in  fo  great  Favour.  The 
Defign  was  to  depofe  William ,  and 
fet  Robert  on  the  Throne.  Several 
Norman  Lords  and  Bifhops  joining 
in  the  Plot,  and  many  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  alfo  being  prevailed  on  to  favour 
it,  when  they  thought  Matters  were 
ripe,  they  invited  Robert  to  come 
over,  who  promifed  foon  to  be  with 
them.  The  Confpirators  then  for¬ 
tified  themfelves  in  feveral  Places, 
and  William  feemed  to  be  in  a  molt 
dangerous  Situation.  But  Robot's 
Indolence  and  dilatory  Temper,  who 
did  not  come  over  with  his  Forces  as 
was  expedted,  gave  him  time  to  ex¬ 
tricate  himfeif  out  of  this  Dang-er. 
He  firli  gained  over  the  Englijb  by 
Lanfranc' s  Intereft  :  Then  he  fitted 
out  a  Fleet,  and  marched  againft 
Odo  and  the  other  Rebels  with  an 
Army  of  Englijhmen,  took  Pe-venfey, 
Rochefer  and  Durham ,  and  the  other 
Places  where  they  had  Ihut  them¬ 
felves  up,  broke  all  their  Meafures, 
and  entirely  difpelled  the  threaten¬ 
ing  Storm. 

Tho’  William  was  indebted  to  the 
Englijh  for  having  by  their  Means 
crulhed  this  Confpiracy,  and  tho’  he 
had  made  them  many  fair  Promifes, 
yet  it  was  no  fooner  over  but  he  be¬ 
gan  to  opprefs  them  even  worfe  than 
his  Father  had  done.  Of  this  Lan¬ 
franc  refpedtfully  admonilhed  him, 
putting  him  in  Mind  of  his  Pro¬ 
mifes.  William  was  difpleafed  at 
this,  and  angrily  alked  him  with  an 
Oath,  Whether  a  King  could  keep  all 
his  Promifes  ?  From  this  Time  the 
good  Archbilhop  was  quite  out  of 
Favour,  and  died  quickly  after.  And 
now  William  threw  off  all  Rellraint, 
and  fpared  no  Methods  for  railing 
Money  to  fatisfy  his  vain  Expences. 
To  this  End  he  feized  upon  the  va¬ 
cant  Benefices,  and  after  he  had 
flripped  them  of  every  Thing  he 
could  turn  into  Money,  he  fold  them 
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to  the  higheft  Bidder.  He  feized 
upon  the  Temporalities  of  the  See 
of  Canterbury,  .and  kept  theei  in  his 
Hands  four  Years  ;  and  did  the  fame 
by  all  the  other  Bilhopricks  thdt  be¬ 
came  void  in  his  Reign. 

Soon  after,  William,  to  be  re¬ 
venged  on  his  Brother  Robert  for  the 
late  Confpiracy,  and  perhaps  from  a 
Defire  of  enjoying  all  his  Father’s 
Dominions,  invaded  Normandy,  and 
made  himfeif  Mailer  of  feveral  Pla¬ 
ces.  Robert  implored  Aid  of  the 
King  of  France,  who  came  to  his 
Alfiilance ;  but  William  having  found 
Means  to  bribe  him,  he  retired  with¬ 
out  doing  any  Thing,  and  William 
proceeded  to  take  more  Places,  and 
bribed  fome  of  the  Burghers  of  Roan 
to  undertake  the  delivering  it  into 
his  Hands.  But  Prince  Henry  join¬ 
ing  his  Brother  Robert,  faved  it ;  for 
entering  the  City  on  a  fudden,  he 
feized  the  Chief  of  the  Confpirators, 
and  threw  him  headlong  from  a 
Tower.  Which  bold  Stroke  not  only 
preferved  the  Capital,  but  in  effedt 
all  Normandy .  For  William  foon  af¬ 
ter,  in  1091,  was  obliged  to  ftrike  #29  J 
up  a  Peace  with  Duke  Robert,  on 
this  Condition,  among  others.  That 
upon  either  of  the  Brothers  dying 
without  Heirs,  the  Survivor  lhould 
fucceed  to  all  his  Dominions. 

Whilft  William  was  in  Normandy, 
Malcolm,  King  of  Scotland,  made 
an  Incurfion  into  Nos  thumberland, 
and  William ,  at  his  Return,  refolved 
to  revenge  this  Infult.  He  artfully 
induced  his  Brother  Robert  to  come 
over  and  accompany  him  in  this 
Expedition,  fearing  he  lhould  in  his 
Abfence  feize  on  thofe  Caitles  jn 
Normandy,  that  he  held  by  the  late 
Treaty.  His  Army  fuffered  greatly 
by  feveral  Difafiers  in  Scotland ;  but 
Malcolm  fearing  the  ill  Consequences 
of  a  War  in  his  own  Country,  fent 
William  Propofals  for  an  Accommo¬ 
dation,  which  were  readily  accept¬ 
ed,  and  the  Scotch  King  obliged 

him- 
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himfelf  to  pay  the  fame  Homage  to 
the  King  of  England  he  had  former¬ 
ly  done.  But  Robert  perceiving  he 
was  only  amufed  by  his  Brother,  to 
draw  him  into  this  Expedition,  re¬ 
turned  home  greatly  difgufted. 

About  this  Time  Robert  Fitz- 
Hammon ,  Gentleman  of  the  King’s 
Bedchamber,  conquered  Glamorgan- 
Jhire ,  and  flew  Rees  the  Weljh  King. 

_ He  bellowed  upon  twelve  Knights, 

kf** Subi  who  afiifted  him  in  the  Expedition, 
twelve  Manours,  which  were  en- 
joyed  by  them  and  their  Poflerity. 

The  King  continued  his  arbitrary 
Proceedings,  and  oppreffed  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  Normans  as  well  as  Englijh, 
more  and  more  every  Day,  which 
made  them  all  wiflt  for  his  Death, 
as  the  only  Remedy  to  the  Evils 
they  groaned  under.  And  now  they 
thought  their  Wilhes  were  going  to 
be  accomplilhed  :  For  in  1093,  a 
dangerous  Diftemper  feized  him  at 
Gloucejler,  fo  that  he  himfelf  thought 
his  End  approaching  ;  and  the  Fear 
— of  Death  made  him  refolve,  if  he 
ever  recovered,  to  reform  all  that 
had  been  amifs  in  his  Government. 
The  Bifhops  laying  hold  of  the  good 
Difpofltion  he  was  now  in,  exhorted 
him  to  fill  up  the  vacant  Sees,  which 
he  complied  with,  and  particularly 
made  Anfebn  Archbilhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury ,  between  whom  and  the  King 
there  were  afterwards  great  Contefls, 
Anfelm  being  a  warm  Affertor  of  the 
Rights  of  the  Church,  and  King 
William  being  not  over-fcrupulous 
in  fuch  Matters  ;  who  being  reco¬ 
vered  of  his  Illneis,  prefently  forgot 
all  his  good  Refolutions,  returned  to 
his  old  Courfes,  retraced,  as  far  as 
was  in  his  Power,  the  good  Orders 
he  had  given  in  his  Sicknefs,  and 
even  increafed  the  Abufes  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  inftead  of  correcting  them. 

The  Scots  again  renewing  their  In- 
curfionsand Ravages,  Robert deMow- 
. —  bray.  Governor  of  the  Northern  Parts, 
fell  upon  them  unexpectedly,  de¬ 


feated  them,  and  flew  Malcolm  and 
Edward  his  eld  eft  Son. 

In  1094,  we  again  find  King  Wih- 
lia?n  at  War  with  his  Brother  Robert, 
in  Normandy ,  who,  as  William  had 
not  performed  his  Part  of  the  late 
Treaty,  feemed  refolved  to  take  from 
him  the  Places  he  held  there.  Be¬ 
ing  afiifted  by  the  King  of  France , 
he  gained  feveral  Advantages  over 
William,  who  at  laft  had  Recourfe 
to  his  old  Artifice,  and  bribed  the 
French  King  to  draw  off  his  Forces  ; 
in  order  to  raife  Money  for  which 
Purpofe  he  fent  Orders  into  England 
for  levying  zo,ooo  Men,  and  to  im- 
prefs  fuch  as  were  of  fome  Subftance, - 
and  did  not  care  to  leave  their  Farm-  - 
lies.  When  they  were  juft  going  to 
embark,  they  were  difcharged  upon 
paying  ten  Shillings  a  Man,  which 
they  readily  did,  and  by  this  Arti¬ 
fice  Williapi  railed  10,000  /.  Robert 
now  in  all  Likelihood  would  have 
loft  all  his  Dominions,  if  the  King 
had  not  been  obliged  to  return  on  a 
fudden  to  reprefs  the  Weljh,  who  were 
ravaging  Shropjhire  and  Ghejhire. 
At  his  Approach  they  retired  among 
the  Mountains  and  inacceflible  Places, 
and  William  purfuing  them  too  far, 
loft  more  of  his  Men  than  he  de- 
ftroyed  of  the  Enemy’s  ;  and  all  he 
could  do  was  to  rebuild  the  Caftle  of 
Montgomery,  which  had  been  de- 
molifhed, 

A  little  after  he  fuppreffed  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Confpiracyof  Robert  de  Mow¬ 
bray,  who  being  difgufted  at  the 
King’s  not  rewarding  him  for  the 
Service  he  had  done,  as  he  thought 
he  deferved,  was  concerting  Mea- 
fures  with  other  difcontented  Lords 
to  depofe  him  ;  but  the  King  com¬ 
ing  fuddenly  upon  them,  Mowbray  - 
was  taken  and  clapped  up  in  Prifon  ; 
and  of  the  reft  of  the  Confpirators 
fome  were  ftript  of  their  Eftates, 
fome  had  their  Eyes  put  out  ;  and 
none  efcaped  fome  Kind  of  Punifh- 
ment  or  other. 
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In  .1096  the  Project  of  the  Holy 
'War  was  fet  on  foot  by  Pope  Urban 
II.  in  which  fo  many  Princes  of 
Chriflendom  engaged.  The  Deiign  of 
it  was  to  recover  the  Holy  Land  out  of 
the  Handsof  the  Saracens.  The  Eadge 
of  thofe  who  went  to  it  was  a  Red 
Crofs  wrought  in  their  Garments, 
whence  they  were  termed  Croifes, 
and  the  Expedition  the  Crujade. 
Robert  Duke  of  “Normandy  was  one  of 
the  Princes  who  engaged  in  it,  and 
to  defray  the  Expences  of  his  Un¬ 
dertaking,  he  mortgaged  his  Duchy 
to  his  Brother  the  King  of  England, 
for  a  Sum  of  Money,  which  William 
•railed  on  his  Subjects  by  the  moil 
oppreflive  Methods  imaginable. 

In  1098  William  rebuilt  London 
Bridge,  railed  a  new  Wall  round  the 
<T 'vwer,  and  ere&ed  the  famous  Hall 
at  Wejlminjler,  which  though  lb 
large,  he  found  fault  with  it,  and 
laid  ’twas  fcarce  big  enough  for  a 
King’s  Bedchamber,  The  railing 
Money  for  thefe  Works  was  a  great 
Oppreffion  on  the  Subjects. 

The  next  Year  William  went  over 
and  relieved  Mans.  As  he  w  as  go- 
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ing  to  embark,  the  Wind  being  con¬ 
trary,  the  Mailer  of  the  Ship  repre- 
fented  the  Danger  of  then  putting  to 
Sea.  But  William  alked  him,  If  be 
ever  beard  of  a  King's  being  dr  evened? 
and  compelled  him  to  proceed. 

But  tho’  he  was  not  to  be  drowned, 
he  was  not  however  to  die  a  natural 
Death.  For  being  hunting  one  Day 
in  Nevu-Foref,  he  was  accidentally, 
or  otherwife,  Ihot  with  an  Arrow 
into  the  Heart,  by  Walter  Tyrrel,  a 
French  Knight,  as  he  was,  feemingly 
at  lead,  Ihooting  at  a  Deer  ;  and 
dropt  down  dead'  immediately.  This 
was  on  Aug.  2,  1100,  in  the  44th  UOA. 
Year  of  his  Age,  after  a  Reign  of 
near  13  Years.  He  was  buried  at 
Winchefier ,  (where  his  Tomb,  fome- 
what  raifed  from  the  Ground,  re¬ 
mains  to  this  Day)  and  the  Nation 
rejoiced  at  being  delivered  from  fuefe 
a  headftrong  and  furious  King. 

In  his  Reign  a  great  Inundation 
of  the  Sea  overflowed  the  Coaft  of 
Kent,  and  covered  the  Lands  for¬ 
merly  belonging  to  Earl  Good-vein.  <"*f' 
Thefe  are  now  called  the  Goodvsin- 
Sands,  fo  dangerous  to  Ships. 
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Henry  I,  fur  named  Beau-Clefc 


IF  the  Englifo  had  not  been  re¬ 
duced  to  fo  low  ari  Ebb  as  they 
were  in  the  two  Ialt  Reigns,  they 
might  have  had  a  good  Opportunity 
to  throw  off  the  Norman  Y oke,  upon 
the  Death  of  William  Rufus.  But  as 
they  were  fo  depreffed,  the  only 
Courfe  they  had  to  take  was  to  agree 
to  whatever  the  Normans  did,  who 
were  Mailers  of  the  Kingdom.  And 
thefe,  in  all  likelihood,  would  have 
been  much  puzzled  about  the  Suc- 
ceffion,  if  Robert,  the  eideft  of  the 
Conqueror  s  Sons,  had  not  been  at  a 
great  Diftance  from  home,  being 
gone  to  the  Holy  War.  He  was  in¬ 
deed  on  his  Return,  but  they  did  not 
know  where  he  was.  And  what  gave 
Henry,  the  youngell  and  only  other 
furviving  Son,  the  Advantage,  was 
not  only  his  having  been  born  in 
England  after  his  Father  was  King, 
but  his  being  upon  the  Spot,  and 
having  concerted,  even  in  the  late 
King’s  Life  Time,  the  moll  proper 
Meafures  to  get  the  Crown  placed  on 
his  Head.  He  promifed  both  the  Nor¬ 


mans  and  Englijh  to  abolifh  all  fevers' 
Laws  made  fince  the  Conqueft,  and  to 
redrefs  all  the  Grievances  that  both 
Nations  complained  of.  Thefe  Pro- 
mifes  raifing  in  the  People  the  moll 
agreeable  Expectations, were  the  chief 
Means  of  his  mounting  the  Throne, 
notwithilanaing  there  was  a  ftrong 
Party  of  the  Lords  againft  him.  For 
polling  to  Winchefter,  immediately 
after  William's  Death,  he  would  have 
feized  the  Crown  and  Scepter  with 
the  Royal'  T reafune  there  depolit- 
ed,  but  was  oppofed  by  William  di 
Breteojil,  one  of  Robert's  Party, 
with  feveral  other  Lords  there  af- 
fembled,  who  allcdged  they  were 
obliged  by  Oath  to  acknowledge 
Robert  for  King,  in  Cafe  William 
died  without  Heirs,  according  to 
the  Treaty  between  the  two  Bro¬ 
thers.  There  was  quickly  a  great 
Concourfeof  People  from  all  Parts, 
and  Henry  well  knowing  how  they 
Hood  affeCted,  drew--  his  Sword,  and 
fwcre  no  Man  fhould  take  Poffeffion 
of  the  Clown  but  whom  the  People-^ 

approved. 
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approved.  The  Lords  hereupon  re¬ 
tired  to  a  private  Roam  to  confult 
what  was  proper  to  be  done,  whilft 
the  People  with  loud  Acclamations 
made  the  Name  of  Henry  refound  in 
their  Ears.  So  fearing  a  Civil  War, 
if  they  went  contrary  to  the  Indi¬ 
gnations  of  the  People,  they  refolved, 
that  Henry  fhould  fucceed  to  the 
Crown.  Upon  this  tumultuary  E- 
lection,  Henry  hafted  to  London ,  and 
the  next  Day,  Aug.  5,  1100,  was 
crowned  by  Maurice,  Bifhop  of  that 
See,  who  adminiftered  to  him  the 
ufual  Oath. 

To  fecure  himfelf  on  the  Throne, 
he  wifely  began  his  Reign  with  re- 
■forming  Abufes,  redrafting  Griev¬ 
ances,  and  doing  many  popular 
Things,  according  to  his  late  Pro- 
mife.  The  Courtiers,  during  the 
late  Reign,  had  behaved  with  great 
Infolence,  oppreffed  the  People  with¬ 
out  Mercy  wherever  they  came,  and 
attempted  the  Chaftity  of  Women 
without  any  Fear  of  Punifhment. 
Henry  immediately  fet  about  curing 
thefe  Diforders  of  the  Court.  He 
publilhed  a  fevere  Edifl  again!!  all 
who  fhould  be  guilty  of  the  like 
Crimes  for  the  future,  and  particu¬ 
larly  again!!  Adulterers,  ordered  that 
thofe  who  oppreffed  or  plundered 
the  People  fhould  be  punifhed  with 
Lofs  of  Eyes,  or  Hands,  or  Feet, 
and  expelled  thofe  from  his  Court, 
who  had  already  made  themfelves 
infamous  for  fuch  Pradlices.  Befides 
•all  this,  he  granted  a  Charter  of  Li¬ 
berties,  confining  the  Royal  Autho¬ 
rity  within  its  antient  Bounds,  re¬ 
nouncing  the  unj  uf!  Prerogatives  the 
two  late  Kings  had  ufurped,  re- 
lloring  the  Church  to  her  former 
Rights,  and  confirming  the  Laws  of 
King  Ed-war d,  viz.  fuch  as  were  in 
force  under  the  Saxon  Kings.  Thefe 
Things  were  not  only  agreeable  to 
the  Engiijb,  but  alfo  to  the  Normans, 
who  hitherto  had  held  their  Eflates 
at  the  Will  of  the  King.  He  more- 
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over  remitted  all  Arrears  of  Debts 
due  to  the  Crown,  appointed  a 
Standard  for  Weights  and  Meafures 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  and  or¬ 
dered  that  Coiners  fhould  be  punifh¬ 
ed  with  Lofs  of  Limbs. 

In  1 1 01  he  gave  the  People  a  fur¬ 
ther  Satisfadlion,  by  recalling  Anfelm 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  had 
retired  to  Rome,  and  afterwards  to  a 
Monallery  at  Lyons,  on  account  of  his 
Quarrel  with  the  late  King.  And  to 
gain  the  Affedlions  of  the  Englijh 
ftill  more,  he  married  Matilda  or 
Maud,  Daughter  to  Malcolm  King  of 
Scotland,  by  Margaret  Sifter  to  Edgar 
Atheling,  by  which  Means  the  Royal 
Family  of  the  Saxons  was  united 
with  that  of  the  Normans. 

But  all  thefe  prudent  Steps  did 
not  entirely  fecure  him  from  Dan¬ 
ger.  Duke  Robert,  who  in  his  Re¬ 
turn  from  the  Holy  Land  had  ftaid 
fome  Time  in  Apulia,  where  he 
married,  and  by  that  Delay  had 
given  his  Brother  an  Opportunity 
of  afeendingthe  Throne,  being  now 
returned  into  Normandy,  was  exafpe- 
ratedat  hisDifappointment,  and  re¬ 
folved  on  attempting  to  do  himfelf 
Juftice  by  wrefling  the  Crown  from 
Henry.  A  great  Party  in  the  King¬ 
dom  were  iiill  for  Robert  in  their 
Hearts,  as  being  the  eldeft  Brother, 
and  thinking  he  had  Injuftice  done 
him  :  Befides,  he  was  known  to  be 
a  mild  and  good-natured  Prince ; 
and  as  for  Henry's  fair  Beginning, 
they  only  thought  it  a  Piece  of  Poli¬ 
cy  to  ferve  his  prefent  Purpofe,  and 
that  he  would  not  flick  to  reverie  it 
all,  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  in  his 
Power.  Thefe  Confiderations  fixed 
great  Numbers  in  Robert's  Intereft, 
and  made  the  reft  waver  between 
the  two  Parties.  Robert  trailing  to 
this  Difpofition  of  the  Englijh  more 
than  to  his  own  Forces,  landed  at 
Portjmouth,  where  he  was  received 
without  Oppofition.  But  Henry  ma¬ 
naged  Matters  fo  well  by  Means  of 
G  Anfelm, 
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Anfelm ,  who  was  in  great  Credit 
with  the  People,  that  Robert's  Mea- 
fures  were  quite  difconcerted  ;  and 
when  he  found  that  the  Body  of  the 
Nation  had  declared  for  Henry,  and 
that  the  Army  had  renewed  their 
Oath  of  Allegiance  to  him,  he  was 
willing  to  accept  the  King’s  Propo- 
fals  of  Peace:  And  fo  the  Lords  of 
both  Parties  meeting  to  confult  of 
the  Affair,  it  was  agreed.  That  as 
Henry  was  already  crowned,  and  was 
born  in  England  after  his  Father 
was  on  the  Throne,  he  fhall  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  King  :  That  if  one  of  the 
two  Brothers  died  without  Ilfue,  the 
other  Ihould  fucceed  to  his  Domi¬ 
nions  :  That  the  King  ihould  deli¬ 
ver  up  to  Robert  the  Caftles  in  Nor¬ 
mandy,  that  were  garrifoned  with 
Englijb ;  and  ihould  pay  him  3000 
Marks  a  Year.  After  this  Accom¬ 
modation,  Robert  Raid  fc-me  Months 
at  his  Brother’s  Court,  living  in  per¬ 
fect  Friendihip  with  him. 

Hut  Henry  could  not  eafily  forgive 
thofe  Lords  who  had  appeared  moft 
aftive  for  Robert,  whom  he  watched 
all  Opportunities  of  cruihing  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  Robert  Belefme,  Earl  of 
Shrenufbury,  who  not  only  continued 
to  talk  difrefpeftfullv  of  the  King, 
but  fhewed  his  Difpofition  to  aft 
againft  him,  by  fortifying  his  Caftles 
in  Shropjhire.  Hereupon  the  King 
proclaimed  him  a  Traitor,  and 
marching  againft  him,  took  Shrenvf- 
bury  and  all  his  other  Caftles,  and 
forced  him  to  retire  into  Normandy, 
where  his  reftiefs  Temper  raifed  new 
Troubles. 

In  1103,  a  Con teft  began  between 
the  King  and  Archbilhop  Anfelm  a- 
bout  the  Right  of  Inveftiture  of  Bi- 
fhopsand  Abbots,  which  lafted  fome 
Years,  and  gave  the  King:  a  ereat 
deal  of  Trouble.  It  had  been  the 
»Cuftom  of  the  Kings  of  England 
to  grant  Investitures  by  the  Delivery 
of  the  Paftoral  Staff  and  Ring. 
Henry  infilled  on  this,  as  a  Preroga- 
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tive  derived  from  his  Anceftors ;  but 
a  Council  at  Rome  having  decreed, 
that  no  Bilhops  Ihould  receive  In¬ 
veftiture  from  Laymen,  Anfelm  would 
have  excommunicated  fuch  Bilhops 
as  had  been  invefted  by  the  King, 
and  feveral  religned  their  Bifhop- 
ricks,  for  Fear  of  this  Cenfure  of 
the  Church.  He  alfo  refufed  to  con- 
fecrate  fuch  Bilhops  as  were  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  King,  unlefs  he  would 
relinquish  the  Fright  of  Inveftiture. 
There  was  alfo  a  Difpute  about  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance,  or  doing  Ho- 
mage  to  the  King,  which  Anfelm 
would  neither  comply  with  himlelf, 
nor  fuffer  the  other  Bilhops  to  do  it. 
The  Con  teft  ran  high,  the  King  infill¬ 
ing  peremptorily  on  his  Prerogative, 
and  Anfelm,  backed  by  die  Court  of 
Rome,  being  as  obftinately  bent  to 
have  his  Point  carried.  At  length 
he  went  to  Rome  to  lay  the  Matter  be¬ 
fore  the  Pope,  and  Henry  deprived 
him  of  his  Temporalities  during  his 
Slay  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  fent 
Agents  to  Rome  to  plead  his  Caufe 
againft  him.  The  Pope  was  at  firft 
inflexible,  and  even  threatened  to  ex¬ 
communicate  the  King ;  but  his  Af¬ 
fairs  being  at  laft  involved,  and  both 
Parties  being  in  fuch  a  Situation, 
that  they  did  not  care  to  break  wdth 
one  another,  the  Matter  was  compro- 
mifed,  by  Henry's  renouncing  the 
Right  of  Invellitures,  and  the  Pope’s 
allowing  the  Bilhops  and  Abbots  to 
do  Homage  to  the  King  for  their 
Temporalities.  This  Anfelm  was 
alfo  a  great  Stickler  for  the  Celibacy 
of  the  Clergy,  and  in  a  Synod  ex¬ 
communicated  all  the  man  ied  Priefts, 
who  were  then  very  numerous  in' 
England. 

About  this  Time  Robert  the  King’s 
Brother  came  over  to  England  to  prefs 
the  Payment  of  his  Penfion,  which 
the  King  had  neglefted,  contrary  to 
the  late  Treaty.  But  Henry  carelfed 
him  in  fuch  a  Manner,  and  fo  im- 
pofed  on  his  eafy  Temper,  as  to 
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prevail  with  him  at  laft  to  defift  from 
hisDemands.  He  had  fuffered greatly 
already  by  fuch  unfeafonable  Gene- 
rofity,  and  now  his  Wants  daily  in¬ 
creasing,  he  foon  repented  of  what  he 
had  done,  complained  that  his  Bro¬ 
ther  had  abufed  his  good  Nature,  and 
added  fome  Menaces  on  the  Occafion . 
The  King  was  well  enough  pleafed 
with  this,  as  it  gave  him  a  Sort  of 
Handle  to  break  with  him,  which  he 
was  forward  enough  to  do,  from  a  De¬ 
fire  of  adding  Normandy  to  his  Crown. 
He  only  waited  for  a  favourable  Op¬ 
portunity,  which  foon  offered. 

Robert  de  Belefme,  to  be  revenged 
on  the  King,  fell  upon  fuch  of  his 
Subjects  as  had  Lands  in  Normandy, 
and  his  Infolence  increafing  by  Duke 
Robert’s  Indolence  in  not  oppofing 
him  at  firft,  and  being  fupported  by 
fome  other  difcontented  great  Men, 
he  became  fo  audacious  as  to  aim  at 
making  himfelf  Mailer  of  the  whole 
Dukedom.  Robert  at  length  marched 
againft  him,  but  was  worlted,  and 
in  the  End  was  forced  to  clap  up  a 
Peace  with  him  upon  very  dilho- 
nourable  Terms.  Notwithllanding 
which,  Belefme  and  his  Confede¬ 
rates  continued  their  Ravages,  and 
were  become  quite  infupportable  to 
the  People.  Hereupon  fome  of  the 
chief  Men  in  Normandy  applied  to 
the  King  of  England  for  Relief. 
Henry  was  glad  of  this  Occafion  of 
intermeddling  in  the  Affairs  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  ;  and  though  he  pretended  at 
firft  his  Delign  was  only  againft  Be¬ 
lefme  and  his  Adherents,  yet  it  foon 
appeared  his  View  was  to  get  the 
Duchy  into  his  own  Hands.  He 
levied  an  Army,  and  paffed  over 
into  Normandy,  and  had  great  Suc- 
cefs  in  his  firft  Campaign,  when  he 
feized  upon  Caen  and  fome  other 
Cities,  and  bribed  the  Nobles,  and 
Governors  of  the  ftrong  Holds,  with 
the  Money  he  carried  iiom.England ; 
and  in  his  fecond,  Robert  perceiving 
his  Defign,  and  having  fued  for 
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Peace  in  vain,  joined  w'ith  Belefme 
and  the  reft  againft  him,  who  led 
all  their  Forces  to  his  Affiftance. 
The  King  of  France  alfo  fent  him 
fome  Troops,  and  feveral  Norman 
Lords  came  over  to  his  Side,  when 
they  faw  that  Henry  was  a  fling  more 
for  his  own  Sake  than  theirs.  By 
thefe  Means  Robert  was  enabled  to 
give  his  Brother  Battle,  which  he 
did  under  the  Walls  of  Finchebray, 
which  was  belieged  by  Henry.  The 
Battle  lulled  not  long,  in  which  Ro¬ 
bert  was  beaten,  and  that  unfortu¬ 
nate  Duke,  Edgar  At  be  ling,  the  Earl 
ofMortaigne,  400  Knights,  and  1000 
Soldiers, were  taken  Prifoners.  Prince 
Edgar  was  fet  at  Liberty,  and  paffed 
the  Remainder  of  his  Days  in  Eng¬ 
land,  where  he  lived  to  an  extreme 
old  Age.  The  Earl  of  Mortaigne 
was  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  Duke  Robert  in  Cardijfe 
Caftle  in  IVales,  where  he  remained 
to  his  Death,  which  happened  about 
26  Years  after.  Some  fay,  that  hav¬ 
ing  attempted  to  make  his  Efcape, 
Henry  ordered  him  to  be  deprived  of 
Sight  by  holding  a  burning-hot  Brafs 
Bafon  before  his  Eyes :  But  this  is 
to  be  doubted,  2s  moll  of  the  bell 
Hiftorians  fay  nothing  about  it. 
This  Battle  of  Finchebray,  which  was 
fought  in  the  Year  1107,  put  the 
Englijh  in  Poffeffion  of  all  Normandy, 
as  the  Battle  of  Haftihgs,  about  40 
Years  before,  had  made  the  Normans 
Mailers  of  England. 

The  King  having  thus  got  all, 
Normandy  into  his  Hands,  returned 
in  Triumph  to  England,  where  he 
prefently  became  more  haughty, 
and  lefs  popular  than  he  had  been 
before  :  He  treated  the  Nobles  with 
unfufferable  Arrogance,  gave  him¬ 
felf  but  little  Trouble  about  his 
Charter,  which  indeed  had  not  been  ■ 
very  well  obferved  from  the  Begin¬ 
ning,  and  permitted  any  Abufes,  if 
they  did  but  turn  to  his  Profit,  tho’ 
he  promifed  better  Things  when  he 
G  2  was 
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was  preparing  to  invade  Normandy , 
which  appeared  now  to  be  only  w  ith 
a  View  to  cajole  the  Englifh ,  and 
induce  them  to  favour  his  ambitious 
Schemes. 

But  tho’  he  had  thus  got  Pofleflion 
cf  Normandy,  he  was  not  to  keep  it 
without  Oppofition,  which  forfeve- 
ral  Years,  with  fome  Intervals  of 
Quiet,  gave  him  a  great  deal  of 
Difturbance.  Lewis  le  Grefs,  King 
of  Francs,  was  the  chief  Caufe  of 
this,  who,  jealous  of  Henry’s  over¬ 
grown  Power,  fought  Means  to  re¬ 
duce  it.  In  order  to  this  he  inveiled 
William  Crito,  Duke  Robert’s  Son, 
with  the  Duchy  of  Normandy,  and 
entered  it  with  a  great  Army  to  pro¬ 
cure  him  the  Poffefhon  of  it.  But 
Henry  advancing  with  great  Expedi¬ 
tion,  and  having  joined  Forces  with 
the  Duke  of  Brstaign  and  the  Earl 
of  Blois,  fo  difconcerted  Lewis’s 
Meafures,  that  he  thought  fit  to  fend 
the  King  of  England  Propofals  of 
Peace,  which  were  agreed  to  on  Con¬ 
dition  Gifors  fhould  be  delivered  up, 
which  he  had  taken.  The  King  was 
no  fooner  returned,  but  Lewis  invad¬ 
ed  Normandy  again,  and  Henry  went 
over  and  gave  him  Battle.  Here  he 
was  in  great  Danger  of  being  killed 
by  a  French  Knight,  but  he  at  lafl 
tumbled  him  from  his  Horfe  and  took 
him  Prifoner,  which  infpired  the 
Troops  with  fuch  Courage,  that  after 
a  fiiarp  Fight  the  French  were  defeat¬ 
ed,  and  the  Standard  of  France  taken, 
and  fent  in  Triumph  to  Roan.  After 
this  the  War  was  carried  on  fmartly 
for  fome  Time,  and  gave  the  two 
Kings  Employment  enough.  Lewis 
endeavoured  at  length  to  embroil  his 
Enemy  the  more  by  the  Means  of 
Pope  Calixtus  II.  who  was  then  in 
France.  To  this  End  he  gGt  him  to 
convene  a  Council  Rhemes, tG  which 
the  Englijh  Bifhops  were  alfo  fummon- 
ed  ;  and  Henry  not  nriftruiting  the 
Defign,  permitted  them  to  go,  onlv 
ordering  them  to  falute  the  Pope  in 
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his  Name,  to  regard  his  Apoftolical 
Precepts,  but  to  take  care  not  to 
bring  back  any  new  Inventions  of 
the  Court  cf  Rome.  The  Council 
being  met,  the  French  Bifhops,  who 
were  moft  numerous,  made  great 
Complaints  againfl:  Henry,  and  even 
propofed  to  excommunicate  him  for 
unjuftly  detaining  the  Perfon  and 
Dominions  cf  his  Brother.  But  the 
Pcpe  fearing  to  break  with  Henry, 
fhifted  off  the  Affair,  by  taking  upon 
himfelf  to  exhort  him  to  do  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Juflice.  Some  Time  after,  he 
had  a  long  Conference  with  Henry 
at  Gifors,  and  informed  him  of  the 
Council’s  Dehre  of  reftpring  Robert ; 
but  the  King,  to  fome  plaufible  Ar¬ 
guments,  adding  more  weighty  Pre- 
fents  to  the  Pope  and  Cardinals,  Ca¬ 
lixtus  at  his  Return  abandoned  the 
Interefts  of  Robert,  and  ufed  his  En¬ 
deavours  to  make  Peace  between  the 
two  Kings,  which  was  concluded  in 
1 1 20.  But  neither  fo  did  the  Trou¬ 
bles  of  Normandy  end,  as  we  fhall 
fee  by  and  by.  In  the  mean  Time 
let  us  return  to  fome  Affairs  of  a 
domeitick  Nature. 

In  1109,  the  King’s  Daughter 
Matilda,  or  Maud,  was  married  to 
the  Emperor  Henry  V.  which  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  a  Pretence  for  lay¬ 
ing  a  Tax  of  three  Shillings  on  every* 
Hide  of  Land,  in  order  to  pay  her 
Marriage  Portion,  which  raifed  an 
immenfe  Sum. 

About  this  Time  died  Anfelm, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  an  haugh¬ 
ty  and  bigotted  Prelate,  but  a  Man 
of  Learning  for  thofe  Times.  The 
King  feized  on  the  Revenues  of  the 
Archbifhoprick,  and  kept  them  five 
Years  in  his  Hands.  The  next  Year 
was  remarkable  for  the  Refloradon 
of  Learning  at  Cambridge,  where  it' 
had  for  a  long  Time  been  quite  ne¬ 
glected. 

In  1 1 12,  great  Numbers  of  Flem¬ 
ings,  being  compelled  to  ieave  their 
Country  by  the  Inundation  of  die 
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Sea,  came  into  England.  The  King 
.  fettled  them  at  firlt  in  the  wafte  Parts 
o {York fire,  or,  as  others  fay,  in  Nor¬ 
thumberland  ;  but  at  length  removed 
them  to  the  Country  conquered  from 
the  JVelJh ,  about  Ros  and  Pembroke, 
where  their  Poflerity  remain  to  this 
—Day ;  and  the  Flemings-Way,  a 
Work  of  theirs,  is  feen  in  Pembroke- 
y hire ,  extended  far  through  the 
Country. 

About  this  Time  the  Weljh  com¬ 
mitting  great  Devaftations  on  the 
Frontiers,  Henry  marched  againll 
them  with  a  Delign  even  to  root 
them  out ;  but  they  retiring  to  their 
'  Mountains,  rendered  his  cruel  Pro- 
jedt  impraflicable,  and  fo  he  at  Iaft 
confented  to  a  Peace.  Some  Years 
after  they  made  great  Ravages  in 
Cheshire,  which  occafioned  another 
Invafion  of  Wales  ;  but  that  alfo 
foon  ended  in  a  Peace :  However, 
Henry  obliged  them  to  give  him  Hof- 
’  tages,  and  1000  Head  of  Cattle  to 
make  him  Amends  for  the  Charges 
of  the  War. 

*  In  1 1 15,  Henry  got  the  States  of 
Normandy  to  fvvear  Fealty  to  Prince 
William  his  Son,  then  1  z  Years  old  ; 
and  the  Year  following  he  did  the 
fame  in  England,  to  fecure  the  Crown 
to  his  Family. 

In  1118,  Queen  Matilda  died, 
greatly  lamented  by  all  the  Englijh, 
as  well  for  her  amiable  Qualities, 
as  her  Delcent  from  their  antient 
Kings. 

A  Year  or  two  after  the  King 
fuffered  another  fad  Calamity  in  the 
untimely  Death  of  Prince  William 
his  Son,  who  foon  after  the  Peace 
with  France ,  already  mentioned,  re¬ 
turning  from  Normandy  with  a  nu¬ 
merous  Retinue  of  young  Noblemen 
to  grace  his  Palfage,  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  call  away,  by  the  Ship  llrik- 
ing  upon  a  Rock,  and  drowned, 
together  with  his  whole  Company, 
amounting  to  above  150,  befidesthe 
Mariners,  except  a  very  few  who 
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faved  themfelves  by  fwimming ;  molt 
fay,  only  a  Butcher.  Among  thofe 
who  perilhed  were,  befides  the  Prince, 
Richard  his  natural  Brother,  Matil¬ 
da  his  natural  Siller  Countefs  of 
Perch,  Lucia  the  King’s  Niece,  and 
the  Earl  of  Chejler.  This  melan¬ 
choly  Accident  is  faid  to  have  had 
fuch  an  Erie  til  upon  the  King,  that 
he  was  never  afterwards  leen  to 
laugh.  However,  his  great  Defire 
of  having  another  Son,  induced  him 
to  marry  Adehcia,  Daughter  to  Geof¬ 
frey  Earl  of  Lo-vain ;  but  he  had  not  ‘ 
what  he  expefted,  for  lhe  never 
proved  with  Child. 

About  the  Year  1124,  the  King 
was  obliged  to  pafs  over  again  to 
Normandy,  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Robert  Mellent,  Lord  of 
Pont-Audemer,  who  being  fecretly 
inlligated  by  the  King  of  France, 
and  greatly  beloved  by  the  Normans , 
was  upon  the  Point  of  getting  the 
whole  Country  to  revolt  in  favour  of 
William  Crito.  But  this  Lord,  and 
the  Earl  of  Monfort  his  Alfociate, 
being  drawn  into  an  Arnbulh,  were 
both  taken  Prifoners,  by  which 
Means  Henry  effeiiluallv  prevented 
the  intended  Revolt. 

In  1 1  25,  Cardinal  John  de  Creme, 
the  Pope's  Legate,  came  over  to 
England,  to  put  the  finilhing-  Stroke 
to  the  Celibacy  of  the  Clergy.  A 
Synod  being  convened  at  London,  he 
get  fame  kvHre  Canons  palled  a- 
gainil  fuch  Ecclef alticks  as  perfilkd 
in  keeping  their  Wives.  Here  Hunt¬ 
ington,  who  was  a  Prielt  and  the  Son 
of  a  Prielt,  tells  the  following  Sto¬ 
ry,  which  he  fays  was  too  notorious 
to  'oe  denied,  viz.  i  hat  the  Legate 
having  lharply  inveighed  againll  the 
Prielts  marrying,  laying,  it  was  a 
horrid  Sin  for  a  Prieji  to  rije  from 
the  Side  of  a  Harlot  (fo  he  efteemed 
the  Wife  of  a  Prielt)  and  then  to 
make  the  Body  of  Chrif,  was  yet 
the  next  Night  (having  faid  Mafs 
that  very  Day)  taken  in  Bed  with  a 
G  3  *  Whore, 
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Whore.  TheDefign  of  the  Court  of 
Rome  in  thus  obftinately  contending 
for  the  Single  Life  of  the  Clergy, 
was  to  make  them  independent  of 
the  Civil  Power,  and  to  incorporate 
them  into  a  Society  a-part,  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by  its  own  Laws,  which  could 
not  fo  well  be  done,  whild  the  Cler¬ 
gy  were  allowed  to  marry  and  have 
Children.  King  Henry,  by  his  feem- 
ing  Zeal  on  this  Article,  politickly 
got  from  the  Pope  a  Power  to  put  it 
in  Execution  ;  which  done,  he  gave 
the  Prieiis  Leave  to  keep  their  Wives, 
upon  paying  him  fo  much  Money 
for  a  Difpenfation. 

The  King  having  no  Child  by  his 
fecond  Wife,  after  having  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  her  about  fix  Years,  in  1127 
affembled  a  Great  Council,  and  got 
them  to  acknowledge  his  Daughter 
Maud,  uho  was  returned  to  England 
upon  the  Emperor’s  Death,  pre- 
fumptive  Keir  to  the  Crown.  Ste¬ 
phen,  Earl  of  Bulloign,  who  was  af¬ 
terwards  King,  was  the  hr  ft  who 
took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  her, 
in  cafe  Henry  died  without  Male 
Iffue.  Soon  after  he  married  her  to 
Geoffrey  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Anjou  ; 
but  the  Nation  did  not  like  the 
Match :  And  indeed  Henry's  foie 
Defign  in  it,  was  to  fecure  the  Earl 
of  Anjou  in  his  Intereft,  in  cafe  the 
King  of  France  fhouid  give  him  any 
further  Trouble  in  No  '/Handy. 

Henry's  Apprehensions  were  net 
without  Reafon  :  For  the  very  next 
Year  the  French  King  having  inveft- 
ed  William  Crito  with  the  Earldom 
of  Flanders,  endeavoured  to  put  him 
in  Pcffeffion  of  Normandy.  But  Hen¬ 
ry  got  the  Flemings  to  revolt  again!! 
their  new  Earl,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  entered  France  with  a  power¬ 
ful  Army.  This  War  laded  not 
long  :  For  the  unfortunate  William 
being  flain  at  the  Siege  of  Alojl, 
Lewis  clapt  up  a  Peace  with  Hen¬ 
ry,  and  never  didurbed  him  after¬ 
wards. 
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In  1130,  Henry  went  over  to 
Normandy,  and  at  his  Return  the 
next  Year  brought  over  with  him 
his  Daughter  Maud,  and  having 
called  a  General  AfTembly,  caufed 
the  Oath  of  Fealty  to  her  to  be  re¬ 
newed  ;  as  he  did  alfo  in  the  Year 
1133,  upon  the  Birth  of  Prince 
Henry  her  Son,  who  was  then  includ¬ 
ed  in  it.  But  thefe  repeated  Oaths 
were  all  broke  as  foon  as  the  King 
was  dead. 

Towards  the  End  of  the  Summer, 
Henry  went  over  to  Normandy  for 
the  lad  Time.  There  was  an  E- 
clipfe  of  the  Sun  the  Day  he  went 
on  board,  and  two  Days  after  a 
great  Earthquake.  Duke  Robert  his 
elder  Brother  died  the  fame  Year  in 
Cardiffe  Cadle,  a  Prince  of  great 
Courage  and  Humanity,  but  of  an 
eafy,  carelefs,  and  profufe  Temper. 
Pie  twice  miffed  the  Opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  Crown  of  England , 
which  perhaps  he  was  more  worthy 
of  than  his  Brothers,  as  he  had  a  bet¬ 
ter  Claim  to  it.  He  had  the  Surname 
of  Courte-hofe,  either  from  his  wear¬ 
ing  very  fhort  Breeches,  or  becaufe 
his  Legs  were  too  fhort,  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  red  of  his  Body.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Choir  of  Gloucejier 
Cathedral. 

The  King  his  Brother  did  not 
long  furvive  him  ;  for  he  died  in 
Normandy  on  the  fird  of  December, 

1 1 35,  in  the  68th  Year  of  his  Age, 
and  the  36th  of  his  Reign.  ’Tis 
faid  his  Death  was  occaiioned  by  his 
eating  Lampreys  to  Excefs,  which 
he  very  much  admired.  His  Body 
was  embalmed  after  the  rude  Man¬ 
ner  of  thofe  Times,  by  cutting  great'' 
Gafhes  in  his  Flefh  with  Knives,  and 
powdering  it  well  with  Salt ;  which 
done,  it  was  wrapped  up  in  a  tanned 
Ox-hide,  and  fo  brought  over,  and 
buried  in  the  Abbey  of  Reading, 
which  he  had  founded.  He  built 
alfo  feveral  other  Abbeys,  with  the 
Priory  of  Dunjlable,  and  founded 
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the  Sees  of  Ely  and  Carlijle.  He 
alfo  erefted  a  magnificent  Palace  at 
- Woodfock ,  to  which  he  annexed  a 
fpacious  Park,  encompaffing  it  with 
|  a  Stone  Wall- ;  which  is  faid  to  be 
I  the  firft  Park  in  England:  Though 
afterwards  they  grew  fo  numerous, 
that  more  were  computed  here  than 
in  all  Chridendom  befides. 

King  Henry  was  a  Prince  of  great 
Courage,  and  of  great  Skill  both  in 
military  and  civil  Affairs.  His  Seve- 
-  rity  in  punifhing  Malefactors,  which 
he  looked  upon  as  neceffary  to  curb 
the  Licentioufnefs  that  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  his  Brother’s  Reign,  efpe- 
i  cially  among  the  Courtiers,  was  very 
agreeable  and  beneficial  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  is  one  Thing  for  which  he 
ought  highly  to  be  commended. 
That  during  his  frequent  Voyages 
to  Normandy  there  Ihould  be  no  In- 
furre&ion  in  England,  where  Mal¬ 
contents  were  not  wanting,  is  an 
Argument  that  his  Government  was 
managed  with  great  Skill  and  Pru¬ 
dence.  He  was  a  Perfon  of  a  fine 
Afpeft,  and  a  very  affable  and  agree- 
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able  Deportment ;  exceeding  tempe¬ 
rate  in  eating  and  drinking,  except 
in  the  Inftance  above-mentioned  ;  a 
Lover  of  Learning,  and  had  made  a 
great  Progrefs  in  it  himfelf,  whence 
he  acquired  the  Surname  of  Beau-  — f* 
clerk  ;  by  which  was  meant  a  good 
Scholar,  becaufe  in  thofe  Times  none 
but  Clerks,  or  the  Clergy,  troubled 
thetjifelyes  about  Books,  and  Princes 
leaft  of  all.  He  always1  retained  a 
Love  for  the  Sciences,  and  built  a 
Palace  at  Oxford,  where  he  often  re¬ 
tired  for  the  Pleafure  of  converfxng 
with  the  Learned.  But  all  thefe 
good  Qualities  were  Tullied  with 
many  Vices,  particularly  thofe  of 
Cruelty,  Avarice,  and  an  inordinate— — 
Love  of  Women  :  And  his  barba¬ 
rous  Ufage  of  his  Brother  in  ftrip- 
ping  him  of  his  Dominions,  and  de¬ 
taining  him  fo  long  in  Prifon,  can 
by  no  Pretence  whatfoever  be  jufti- 
fied.  He  left  behind  him  one  legi¬ 
timate  Daughter,  -viz.  the  Emprefs 
Maud,  and  twelve  natural  Children, 
of  whom  Robert  Earl  of  Gloucejler 
was  the  moll  famous. 
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/—■n*“5  H  E  Male  Line  of  the  Nor¬ 
mans  expired  in  Henry  the 
M  Firft.  And  though  he  took 
all  the  Precautions  he  could  to  fe- 
cure  the  Succeflion  to  his  Daughter, 
yet  Stephen ,  Earl  of  Bulloign,  Son 
to  the  Earl  of  Blois  by  Adela  the 
Conqueror's  fourth  Daughter,  found 
Means  to  fupplairt  her,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  late  Oath,  and  to  get  the 
Crown  placed  upon  his' own  Head. 
As  he  lived  with  the  King  his  Un¬ 
cle  in  England ,  his  good  Qualities 
gained  him  his  Affe&ion  to  a  high 
Decree,  fo  that  he  took  Pleafure 
In  heaping  Favours  on  him,  never 
imagining  that  he  would  attempt 
to  let  himfelf  up  in  Prejudice  of 
Ids  Daughter.  However,  after 
Prince  William's  Death,  Stephen, 
by  the  Afliftance  of  his  Brother 
Henry  Bifhop  of  Winchejler,  began 
to  take  Meafures  to  fecure  the 
Crown  to  himfelf,  but  fo  fecretly, 
that  the  King  his  Uncle  fufpe&ed 
nothing  of  the  Delign.  Being  in 
Normandy  with  King  Henry ,  in  his 


laft  Illnefs.  he  wrote  over  to  his  Bro¬ 
ther  the  Bifhop,  vigoroufly  to  pur- 
fue  the  Scheme  they  had  laid,  and 
as  foon  as  the  King  was  dead,  he 
came  over  himfelf,  to  forward  his 
Projedl  by  his  Prefence.  The  Bifhop 
cf  Winchejler  had  already  gained 
over  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Salijlury  ;  and 
thefe  three  Prelates  had  Influence 
enough  over  all  the  reft  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy  to  bring  them  to  declare  for  Ste¬ 
phen.  This  did  the  Buflnefs,  and  fo 
much  the  eafier  as  Maud  was  out  of 
the  Kingdom  ;  and  fuch  of  the  Ba¬ 
rons  as  were  not  of  Stephen's  Party, 
feeing  the  Bent  of  the  Clergy,  durft 
not  oppofe  the  Defign.  And  fo  Ste- 
phenveas  declared  King,  and  crowned 
24  Days  after  Henry's  Death,  being 
one-and-thirty  Years  old:  And  the 
Bifhops  and  Nobles  did  not  flick  to 
break  the  Oath  they  had  thrice  taken 
to  Maud. 

In  order  to  gain  this  important 
Point,  Stephen  had  been  obliged  to 
promife  great  Things  to  the  Clergy 
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and  People,  and  that  he  would  grant 
them  more  Privileges  than  ever  they 
enjoyed  under  the  Norman  Kings. 
And  as  he  was  not  without  his  Fears 
from  Maud  and  Geoffrey  her  Huf- 
band,  to  fecure  the  Affe&ions  of  his 
Subje&s,  he,  foon  after  his  Corona¬ 
tion,  convened  a  General  Affembly 
at  Oxford,  in  which  he  figned  a 
Charter ,  acknowledging  his  being 
elefted  King  by  the  Clergy  and  Peo¬ 
ple;  confirming  all  the  Liberties, 
Privileges  and  Immunities  of  the 
Church,  and  confenting  that  all  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Caufes  and  Perfons  fhould 
be  tried  by  the  Clergy ;  promifing 
not  to  meddle  in  any  Manner  with 
the  Temporalities  of  vacant  Bilhop- 
ricks,  or  Eilates  belonging  to  Eccle- 
fiafticks ;  abolilhing  all  the  Game 
Laws  enafted  fince  the  Conquefl,  and 
all  the  Foreit  Laws ;  and  reviving 
the  antient  Saxon  Laws.  Fie  more¬ 
over  abolifhed  Dane-gelt ,  which  had 
been  taken  away  by  Edward  the 
Confeffor,  but  reftored  by  the  Norman 
Kings.  However  Stephen  obferved 
the  other  Articles  of  this  Charter , 
’tis  certain  he  broke  one  of  them  but 
a  few  Months  after ;  for  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  dying,  he  feiz- 
ed  on  the  Revenues  of  the  See,  and 
kept  them  in  his  Hands  above  two 
Years. 

The  King,  to  humour  the  Barons, 
and  thinking  thereby  to  be  the  bet¬ 
ter  fecured  from  any  Attempts  of  the 
Emprefs  Maud,  or  any  foreign  Inva¬ 
ders,  permitted  them  to  fortify  their 
Caflles,  and  to  build  others  upon 
their  Eftates ;  fo  that  in  a  little  Time 
there  were  above  a  thoufand  fortified 
Caftles  in  the  Kingdom.  But  this 
was  reckoned  an  Overfight,  fince  it 
put  it  in  their  Power  to  revolt  when¬ 
ever  they  pleafed,  as  fome  of  them 
not  long  after  did. 

Stephen  began  his  Reign  in  Peace, 
but  the  fair  Scene  was  foon  changed, 
and  we  fee  nothing  but  Incurfions, 
Revolts,  and  lnfurrettions,  and  a 
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molt  furious  and  bloody  Civil  War, 
which  over-fpread  all  Parts  of  the 
Nation,  and  continued  almolt  thro’ 
his  whole  Reign. 

In  1137,  the  Weljh  made  an  Ir¬ 
ruption  on  the  Frontiers,  and  carried 
off  a  confiderable  Booty ;  and  in  a 
Battle  near  Cardigan,  the  King’s 
Troops  were  beaten,  and  above  3000 
flain  on  the  Spot.  At  the  fame 
Time  David  King  of  Scotland  in¬ 
vaded  the  Northern  Counties  of 
England,  took  Carlijle  and  Ne w- 
cajlle,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Dur¬ 
ham.  Stephen  marched  againft  him 
with  a  very  numerous  Army  ;  but 
this  War  foon  ended  in  a  Treaty  of 
Peace.  It  broke  out  again  indeed 
more  than  once,  the  Scotch  King  tak¬ 
ing  Advantage  of  the  Confufions  in 
England  to  renew  his  Incurfions  ; 
but  being  defeated  in  a  great  Battle 
by  ’Thurjlan  Archbilhop  of  York,  and 
King  Stephen,  after  having  reduced 
his  rebellious  Barons,  marching  into 
the  North  to  chaftife  that  Monarch 
for  his  latelnfult,  David  not  caring 
to  run  the  Hazard  of  another  Battle, 
fued  for  Peace ;  and  as  Stephen's  be¬ 
ing  fo  far  from  the  Heart  of  his 
Kingdom  might  be  attended  with 
Inconveniencies,  he  thought  fit  to 
agree  to  it ;  by  which  Henry,  Soil  , 
of  the  Scotch  King,  was  put  in  Pof- 
felfion  of  the  County  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  and  Earldom  of  Hunting¬ 
don,  for  which  he  did  Homage  to 
the  King  of  England ;  and  David 
obliged  himfelf  by  Oath  never  to 
meddle  any  more  in  the  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  Stephen  and  Maud. 

A  little  before,  the  King  went 
over  to  Normandy,  againll  his  elder 
Brother  Theobald  Earl  of  Blois,  who 
had  taken  Poffelfion  of  that  Duchy. 
Stephen  entering  into  an  offenfive 
Alliance  with  France,  forced  him  to 
retire ;  and  to  pleafe  Lewis,  deli¬ 
vered  up  Normandy  to  his  eldeft  Son 
Eujlace,  who  did  Homage  for  it  to 
the  French  King. 
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Robert,  Earl  of  Glmcefter,  natu¬ 
ral  Brother  to  the  Emprefs,  was  at 
the  Head  of  the  difcontented  Enrons 
who  revolted,  becaufe  the  King  had 
not  rewarded  them  as  they  thought 
they  deferved  for  placing  him  on  the 
Throne.  They  had  indeed  fome  Pre¬ 
tence,  from  his  great  Favours  to  Fo¬ 
reigners  :  But  where  great  Numbers 
think  they  have  an  equal  Claim  to 
Favour,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  reward 
them  all,  or  however  to  reward  them 
equally,  ambitious  Men,  thinking 
themfelves  flighted,  will  take  every 
Opportunity,  from  a  Principle  of 
Revenge,  to  raife  Troubles  in  the 
State.  The  Earl  thinking  Matters 
ripe,  went  over  to  acquaint  the  Em¬ 
prefs,  and  wrote  an  abufive  Letter 
to  Stephen,  upbraiding  him  for  the 
Breach  of  his  Oath  to  Maud,  and 
for  drawing  him  in  to  the  fame 
Crime.  To  this  he  added  a  Mani- 
feflo,  wherein  he  treated  the  King 
as  an  Ufurper,  and  declared  War 
again  A  him.  Stephen,  without  re¬ 
turning  him  any  Anfwer,  confifcated 
his  Eflate.  The  Emprefs’s  Party 
gaining  Ground  exceedingly,  the 
Earl  of  Gloucefter  came  over  and 
got  Pofleffion  of  Brijlol,  and  the 
Revolt  of  the  Barons  was  like  to 
have  been  general,  fo  that  Maud 
was  invited  over,  whom  they  pro- 
mifed  to  own  as  their  Sovereign. 
But  Stephen  fupported  himfelf  with 
fuch  undaunted  Courage  and  Refolu- 
tion,  that  he  crulhed  this  dangerous 
Infurre&ion  for  the  prefent,  and  the 
Earl  of  Gloucefter  had  no  other  Way 
to  take  but  to  go  and  prefs  the  Em¬ 
prefs  to  come  over,  in  order  to  put 
Pew  Life  into  her  Party. 

Thefe  Things  were  but  the  Pre¬ 
lude  to  greater  Troubles,  of  which 
the  Clergy  were  the  chief  Fomenters. 
The  Bifhops  knowing  how  much  the 
King  was  obliged  to  them  for  his 
Crown,  extended  their  Power  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  amafled  fuch  im- 
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mer.fe  Wealth,  and  became  foexcef- 
flvely  proud  and  haughty,  that  the 
King  grew  jealous  of  them,  refolved, 
however  impolitickly,  coniideringhis 
Situation,  to  humble  them,  and  took 
vigorous  Methods  for  that  Purpofe, 
feizing  the  Caftles  and  Treafure  of 
feveral  who  had  rendered  themfelves 
moll  obnoxious.  This  brought  al- 
raoll  the  whole  Clergy  upon  his  Back, 
and  even  his  Brother,  the  Bifhop  of 
Wi7ichcfter,  turned  again!!  him,  un¬ 
der  Pretence  of  Handing  up  for  the 
Rights  of  the  Church.  By  this 
Means  a  Storm  was  raifed,  which 
with  fome  Intermiflion  continued  for 
feveral  Years.  For  the  Clergy’s 
Fadlion  became  fo  ftrong,  that  moft 
of  the  Lay  Lords  came  over  to 
them,  and  the  People  generally  eve¬ 
ry  where  deferted  the  King,  and  de¬ 
clared  for  the  Emprefs :  So  that  none 
ftuck  to  him  but  only  a  few  of  the 
Barons,  his  foreign  Favourites,  and 
Army  of  Flemings,  Brctaigns,  &c. 
which  ferved  him  faithfully,  though 
they  were  but  ill  paid, 

At  this  favourable  Jun&ure  the 
Emprefs  Maud,  with  her  Brother  the 
Earl  of  Gloucefter,  came  over  in  the 
Year  1139,  from  which  Time  a 
cruel  Civil  War  enfued,  the  Parti¬ 
culars  of  which  would  be  tedious,  as 
indeed  ’vis  almofl  impoffible  to  de- 
fcribe  fuch  a  Scene  of  Confuflon  and 
Dillraftion,  in  which  was  nothing 
but  burning,  plundering,  flaugh- 
tering,  and  the  utmoft  Devallation. 
King  Stephen  in  the  midft  of  all  be¬ 
haved  with  the  greateft  Refolution, 
Intrepidity,  Firmnefs  and  Conflan- 
cy  of  Mind,  by  which  Means  he 
at  laft  weathered  the  raging  Storm, 
but  not  without  being  firft  brought 
as  low  as  ’tis  poffible  to  conceive  a 
Sovereign  Prince  to  be.  For  after 
feveral  other  Sieges,  in  1140,  the 
Earl  of  Gloucefter  came  fo  fuddenly 
upon  him,  as  he  was  befieging  Lin¬ 
coln,  that  a  Battle  could  not  be  a- 
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voided.  Both  Sides  fought  with 
equal  Bravery  for  fome  Time,  but 
at  laft  the  Royal  Army  was  totally 
routed  and  put  to  Flight.  The 
King  was  left  almoft  alone,  and  on 
Foot  in  the  Field  of  Battle,  and 
defended  himfelf  with  amazing  Va¬ 
lour  even  to  the  laft  Extremity.  His 
Battle-ax  was  broke  by  the  Force  of 
his  Blows,  and  afterwards  his  Sword, 
fcarce  any  Thing  but  the  Hilt  re¬ 
maining  in  his  Hand ;  when  he  was 
knocked  down  on  his  Knees  with  a 
Stone,  and  a  Knight  ran  in,  feized 
him  by  the  Helmet,  and  prefented 
his  Sword  to  his  Throat,  threatning 
to  kill  him,  if  he  would  not  furren- 
der,  which  he  ftill  refufed  to  do  to 
any  but  the  Earl  of  Gloucejier ,  who 
conducting  him  to  the  Emprefs, 
fhe  ordered  him  to  be  confined  in 
Briftol  Caftle,  where  after  he  had 
been  fome  Time,  he  was  even  laid 
in  Irons. 

Never  did  any  one  bid  fairer  for 
the  Crown  than  the  Emprefs  Maud 
did  at  this  Time.  All  England  de- 
ferted  the  imprifoned  King,  except 
London  and  the  County  of  Kent, 
where  he  had  ftill  fome  Friends  by 
Means  of  the  Queen  his  Spoufe, 
Euflace  his  Son,  and  William  d'Tpres 
his  Favourite.  The  Earl  of  Anjou 
at  the  lame  Time  got  Normandy  to 
acknowledge  Maud  for  their  Sove¬ 
reign.  Thus  Stephen’s  Affairs  feemed 
every  where  defperate ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  the  Emprefs,  by  pro- 
mifing  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  then 
Legate,  the  Difpofal  of  all  Church 
Preferments,  had  gained  him  over 
to  her  Party,  who  a  little  before  had 
turned  againft  her,  and  efpoufed  the 
Intereft  of  the  King  his  Brother. 
But  now  this  treacherous  Prelate 
having  called  a  Council  at  Winchef¬ 
ter,  by  his  private  Intrigues  with 
the  Clergy,  got  them  to  chufe  Maud 
for  their  Queen,  and  proceeded  fo 
far  as  to  excommunicate  all  who  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  King.  The  Londoners 


9* 

at  laft  giving  Way  to  the  Times, 
thought  it  expedient  to  declare  for 
the  Emprefs,  and  Preparations  were 
even  making  for  her  Coronation. 
But  her  haughty,  imperious  and  dis¬ 
obliging  Temper,  with  which  fhe 
treated  Perfons  of  all  Ranks,  foon 
undid  all  again. 

The  Citizens  of  London,  and  the 
Barons  of  the  King’s  Party  who  had 
retired  thither,  had  petitioned  the 
Council  for  his  Liberty,  as  did  alfo 
Stephen’s  Queen,  but  to  no  Purpofe. 
And  after  the  Londoners  had  received 
the  Emprefs,  the  Queen  came  to 
her,  humbly  fuing  for  the  fame  Fa¬ 
vour,  promifing  he  fhould  renounce 
the  Crown,  depart  the  Kingdom, 
and  fpend  the  reft  of  his  Life  in  a 
Monaftery.  But  Maud  rejected  all 
thefe  Offers  with  the  utmoft  Haugh- 
tinefs,  and  forbad  the  Queen  ever 
to  come  into  her  Prefence  again. 
She  refufed  the  Londoners  the  only 
Thing  they  petitioned  for,  and  which 
her  Father  had  promifed,  viz.  to 
revive  the  Laws  of  King  Ed-zvard ; 
which  impolitick  Conduct  drew  up¬ 
on  her  the  Ill-will  of  the  Citizens. 
She  even  difobliged  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  by  haughtily  denying  his 
Requeft  to  confirm  to  his  Nephew 
Euftace  the  Titles  of  Earl  of  Mor- 
tagne  and  Bolougne.  The  Confe- 
quence  was,  that  he  became  her  ut¬ 
ter  Enemy,  and  as  he  had  fet  her  up, 
rel’olved  now  to  ufe  his  utmoft  Ef¬ 
forts  to  pull  her  down.  He  firft  by 
his  Emiffaries  got  the  Londoners  to 
declare  againft  her,  and  even  brought 
them  into  a  Plot  to  feize  her  Perfon, 
which  fhe  narrowly  efcaped,  and 
leaving  the  City  in  a  great  Fright, 
put  herfelf  at  the  Head  of  her 
Troops,  attended  by  the  Earl  of 
Gloucejier,  and  marched  to  Winchef¬ 
ter,  in  order  to  feize  the  Legate, 
but  in  vain.  '  He  flipt  out  at  a  Gate 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  Town,  and 
went  and  drew  his  Friends  together. 
The  Kentijh  Men  having  joined  the 
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Londoners,  Stephen's  Queen,  Prince 
Euflace,  and  William  d'Ypres  headed 
them,  and  marched  with  all  Expe¬ 
dition  to  Winchefter,  where  the  Etn- 
prefs  had  fcarce  Time  to  get  into 
the  Caftle.  Here  Ihe  was  belieged, 
but  found  Means  to  march  out  with 
her  Troops,  which  were  clofely  pur¬ 
ified  by  the  King’s,  whilft  the  reft 
of  the  Army  was  advancing  to  fur- 
round  them.  In  the  Purfuit,  the 
Earl  of  Gloucefier,  intent  on  laving 
the  Emprefs,  was  himfelf  taken  Pri- 
foner,  and  conducted  to  Rochejler. 
This  procured  King  Stephen  his  Li¬ 
berty  ;  for  Maud,  who  had  a  great 
,Affedtion  for  the  Earl  her  Brother, 
and  could  not  well  do  without  him, 
was  obliged  to  exchange  him  for  the 
King.  Soon  after,  the  Legate  called 
a  Council  at  Wejlminjler,  where  he 
Excommunicated  all  MautT s  Adhe¬ 
rents,  as  before  he  had  thofe  of  the 
King  his  Brother. 

Thus  Stephen  regained  his  Liberty 
141.  But  the  War  between  him 
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and  Maud  continued  for  feveral 
Years  after,  during  which  the  King’s 
Affairs  vifibly  gained  Ground,  and 
the  Emprefs’s  continually  declined, 
till  at  laft,  the  brave  Earl  of  Glou- 
cejler  being  dead,  fhe  defpairing  of 
Handing  her  Ground  much  longer, 
about  the  Year  1 147,  retired  to  Nor¬ 
mandy,  and  left  Stephen  once  more 
Mafter  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  He 
then  endeavoured  to  fecure  the 
Crown  after  his  Death  to  his  Son 
Eujlace,  and  even  to  get  him  crowned 
before-hand,  but  did  not  fucceed  in 
the  Attempt. 

After  the  Departure  of  Maud, 
King  Stephen  was  contriving  how 
to  repair  the  Mifchiefs  the  Kingdom 
had  fuifered  by  fo  long  a  War. 
But  he  foon  found  his  Tranquillity 
was  not  yet  firmly  eftablifhed.  For 
now  he  is  threatened  with  a  new  Ri¬ 
val,  Prince  Henry,  the  eldeft  Son  of 
Maud,  who  was  fixtecn  Years  old. 


and  of  an  aftive  and  enterprifing 
Genius.  Having  prepared  Matters, 
he  landed  in  England  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Body  of  Forces,  in  1152, 
and  was  immediately  joined  by  fe¬ 
veral  Barons,  who  put  into  his 
Hands  30  fortified  Caftles.  And 
now  a  lecond  Civil  War,  as  fu¬ 
rious  as  the  firft,  was  like  to  break 
out,  and  the  two  Armies  were  juft 
upon  the  Point  of  engaging ;  when 
by  the  good  Offices  of  home  of  the 
Nobility  on  each  Side,  in  a  Con¬ 
ference  between  the  King  and  Henry 
on  the  oppofite  Banks  of  the  Thames 
near  Wallingford ,  a  Truce  was  a- 
greed  upon,  which  being  feveral 
Times  renewed,  at  laft  ended  in  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  (which  was  facilita¬ 
ted  by  Prince  Eujlace's  Death)  by 
which  Stcphenwas  toenjoy  theCrown 
during  Life,  and  after  his  Death, 
Henry  was  to  fucceed  him  as  his  law¬ 
ful  Heir.  Soon  after  Stephen  per¬ 
formed  the  Ceremony  of  adopting 
the  young  Prince. 

Thus  Peace  was  reftored,  to  the 
univerfal  foy  of  the  Nation,  and 
Stephen  again  applied  himfelf  to  re¬ 
pair  the  Miferies  the  War  had  oc- 
cafioned :  But  Death  put  a  Stop  to 
his  generous  Deftgns,  which  took 
him  out  of  the  World.  1 1  Months 
after  the  Treaty  with  Henry,  viz. 
on  the  25th  of  Ottoker,  1154,  in 
the  fiftieth  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
nineteenth  of  his  Reign.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Abbey  of  Fe-oerjham, 
which  he  had  founded,  by  Queen 
Maud  his  Wife,  only  Daughter  and 
Heir  to  the  Earl  of  Boulogne,  and 
Euface  his  Son,  who  both  died  the 
Year  before. 

Though  the  Steps  he  took  towards 
mounting  the  Throne,  efpecially  the 
Breach  of  his  Oath,  cannot  eafily 
bejuftified,  yet  it  mull  be  owned 
that  he  was  a  Prince  of  undoubted 
Valour  and  Bravery,  of  great  Cle¬ 
mency  and  Generofity,  that  his  good 
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Qualities  out-weighed  his  bad  ones, 
and  that  he  was  worthy  to  live  in 
better  Times.  He  left  but  one  le¬ 
gitimate  Son,  named  William ,  and 
one  Daughter,  called  Maria  ;  a  na¬ 
tural  Son  of  the  fame  Name  with 
the  legitimate  one,  and  another 
named  Ger-vafe,  who  was  Abbot  of 
Wejlminjler. 

In  this  P.eign  the  Canon  Law  was 
introduced  into  England,  and  the 
Clergy  rofe  to  an  exorbitant  Height 
ofPower.  Stephen  endeavoured  more 
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than  once  to  humble  them,  and  per¬ 
haps  had  done  it,  were  it  not  for  the 
conftant  Broils  and  Troubles  they 
involved  him  in. 

William  of  Malmjbury  flourifhed 
in  this  Reign,  who  wrote  an  Ac¬ 
count  de  Gejlis  Regum  Anglorum., 
from  the  coming  in  of  the  Saxons 
to  the  eighth  Year  of  King  Stephen. 
And  the  famous  Saxon- Annals,  which 
begin  from  the  Birth  of  our  Savi¬ 
our,  and  end  with  the  Death  ot  this 
King. 
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UPON  Stephen’s  Death,  Hen¬ 
ry  fucceeded  to  the  Crown 
without  the  lead  Oppositi¬ 
on.  He  was  then  in  Normandy,  of 
which  he  was  Duke,  the  Emprefs 
Maud  his  Mother  having  delivered 
up  that  Duchy  to  him.  He  arrived 
in  England  about  fix  Weeks  after  the 
late  King  expired,  and  was  crowned 
at  Wejlminjler  on  the  19th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1154,  being  then  in  the  23d 
Year  of  his  Age.  He  was  the  firll 
of  the  Race  of  the  Plantagenets,  and 
had  been  for  fome  Time  Earl  of  An¬ 
jou,  Touraine  and  Maine,  by  theDeath 
of  his  Father  Geoffrey  Plantagenet,'Fa.r\ 
of  Anjou,  See.  though  he  had  fome 
Difpute  with  his  younger  Brother 
Geoffrey  about  thefe  Domains,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  Father’s  Will,  whereby 
he  was  to  deliver  them  up  to  Geoffrey 
as  fcon  as  he  (hould  be  poflefled  of 
Normandy.  Accordingly,  when  Henry 
was  become  Duke  of  Normandy  and 
King  of  England,  his  Brother  Geof¬ 
frey,  foon  alter  Henry’s  Arrival  in  his 
Kingdom,  took  Pofleffion  of  Anjou  j 


but  Henry,,  who  thought  his  Father’s 
Will  injurious  to  him,  though  he  had 
f.vorn  to  fulfil  it,  went  over  and  foon 
drove  his  Brother  out  of  the  Country. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Henry  took 
the  Oath  to  execute  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Will,  though  he  did  not  like 
it,  becaufe  his  Father  made  his  No¬ 
bles  fwear  that  they  would  not  let 
his  Body  be  buried,  till  he  had  done 
it.  Befides  Normandy,  Anjou,  Tou¬ 
raine  and  Maine,  King  Henry  was 
alfo  pofiefled  of  Poidlou,  Guienne, 
and  Saintonge,  by  virtue  of  his  Mar¬ 
riage  with  Eleanor,  Heirefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Poidtiers,  after  Lewis  the 
Young,  King  of  France,  had  divorced 
her.  So  that  Henry,  for  Extent  of 
Dominion,  was  one  of  the  moll 
powerful  Princes  of  his  Time.  And 
what  made  him  the  more  acceptable 
to  the  Englijh,  was,  that  in  him  the 
Saxon  Line  was  refiored,  he  being  j 
defeended  by  the  Mother’s  Side  from 
the  Saxon  Kings. 

His  firft  Concern,  after  his  Ac- 
ceflion,  was  to  demoliih  the  great 
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Numbers  of  Caftles,  that  had  been 
fortified  by  the  Bilhops  and  Barons 
in  Stephen’s  Reign,  to  prevent  fuch 
as  might  be  difpofed  to  Sedition 
from  railing  nevv  Troubles.  Ke 
alfo  fent  away  the  foreign  Troops, 
that  had  been  employed  by  Stephen, 
and  fo  eafed  the  Nation  of  a  con- 
liderable  Burthen.  In  what  follows, 
’tis  plain  he  afted  more  from  Self- 
intereftednefs  ana  Revenge,  than  for 
the  Good  of  the  People.  He  re¬ 
voked  all  the  Grants  made  by  Ste¬ 
phen,  and  refumed  all  che  Lands  that 
had  been  alienated  ficm-the  Crown  : 
And  moreover  deprived  the  Barons, 
created  by  his  Predeceffor,  of  their 
honourable  Titles,  on  pretence  they 
were  conferred  by  an  Ulurper.  How¬ 
ever,  he  Ihewed  his  Wildom  and 
good  Policy,  in  chufing  a  Council 
out  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility ;  after  which 
he  held  a  general  AlTembly,  or  Par¬ 
liament,  at  Wallingford,  where  the 
Barons  As  ore  Fealty  to  William  and 
Henry  his  Sons,  the  former  of  whom 
died  a  few  Days  after.  In  this  Af¬ 
fembly  he  alfo  confented  that  King 
Edward's  Laws  Ihould  be  reftored, 
and  confirmed  the  Charter  of  his 
Grandfather,  Henry  I. 

In  1156,  Henry  went  over  to  do 
Homage  to  the  King  of  France  for 
the  Provinces  he  held  there.  He 
was  the  moll  powerful  Vaffal  of  that 
Crown  ;  but  the  Dominions  that  he 
and  his  Succeffors  were  poiTelfed  of 
in  France,  proved  the  Source  of  num- 
berlefs  Evils  to  England.  Another, 
and  indeed  the  chief  Motive  to  his 
croffing  the  Sea  at  this  Time,  was  to 
recover  Anjou  from  his  Brother  Geof¬ 
frey,  as  has  been  mentioned  above. 
That  Prince  had  been  but  in  a  poor 
Condition,  after  being  thus  ftripped 
by  his  Brother,  had  not  the  Earl¬ 
dom  of  Nantes  been  voluntarily  of¬ 
fered  him  by  the  Inhabitants,  after 
having  for  fome  Difguft  excelled 
their  former  Governor. 
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Upon  King  Henry's  Return,  Mal¬ 
colm  King  of  Scotland  yielded  up  to 
him  Carlife,  Newcaftle,  and  Bam- 
borough-Caftle,  contenting  himfelf 
with  the  Earldom  of  Huntington. 
And  not  long  after,  in  1157,  Henry 
marched  into  Wales  with  a  great 
Army,  to  revenge  himfelf  on  that 
People  for  having  renewed  their  Ra¬ 
vages  on  the  Frontiers.  But  they 
according  to  Cuftom,  retired  to  their 
Mountains,  where  the  King  could 
not  come  at  them  ;  and  fo  after  hav¬ 
ing  pent  them  up  there  for  fome 
Time,  and  laid  walle  the  reft  of 
their  Country,  he  granted  them  a 
Peace,  by  one  of  the  Articles  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf  the  Liberty  of 
cutting  large  Roads  through  their 
Woods,  that  he  might  the  more  ea- 
ftly  enter  their  Country,  whenever 
there  Ihould  be  Occafion. 

In  1 158,  Prince  Richard  was  bom, 
and  a  few  Days  after  King  Henry 
was  crowned  a  fecond  Time  in  the 
Suburbs  of  Lincoln.  The  next  Year 
the  King  had  another  Son  born, 
who  was  named  Geoffrey  ;  and  the 
fame  Year  he  was  crowned  again, 
together  with  his  Queen,  at  Wor- 
cefier. 

The  Dominions  Henry  poffefled, 
however  large,  were  not  enough  to 
fatisfy  his  Ambition  ;  and  now  he 
had  an  Opportunity  of  making  new 
Acquifitions,  which  he  did  not  fail 
to  lay  hold  of.  For  his  Brother 
Geoffrey  dying  about  this  Time,  he 
laid  Claim  to  Nantes,  pretending  it 
belonged  to  him,  as  Heir  to  his  Bro¬ 
ther  ;  and  backed  his  Pretenfions 
with  fo  conliderable  a  Force  (having 
firft  made  fure  of  the  French  King) 
that  the  Duke  of  Bretaign,  to  whom 
the  Earldom  of  Nantes  formerly  be¬ 
longed,  and  who  had  feized  upon  it 
at  Geoffrey’s  Death,  was  conftrained 
to  yield  it  up  to  him.  In  the  In¬ 
terview  he  had  with  the  French 
King  on  this  Occafion,  he  concluded 
a  Marriage  between  his  eldeft  Sou 
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Henry,  then  about  five  Years  old, 
and  Margaret  the  French  King’s 
Daughter,  who  was  not  above  fo 
many  Months.  And  to  make  as 
much  of  this  Expedition  as  poflible, 
he  made  a  Treaty  with  Conan,  Duke 
of  Bretaign,  for  marrying  the  Duke’s 
Daughter  Conftance  toGeoffrey , Henry’s 
third  Son,  then  but  a  few  Months 
old ;  which  Marriage  being  celebra¬ 
ted  about  five  Years  after,  Geoffrey 
became  Duke  of  Bretaign  upon  his 
Father-in-Law’s  Death. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  revived 
his  Queen’s  Title  to  Thouloufe,  and 
after  he  had  taken  Cahors,  laid 
Siege  to  that  City.  But  here  the 
King  of  France  oppofing  his  Pro¬ 
ject,  it  came  to  nothing.  Henry  in 
Revenge  ravaged  the  Territories  of 
the  French  King,  and  fo  diftreffed 
him,  that  that  Monarch  fent  him 
Propofals  for  a  Truce,  which  was 
agreed  upon  for  a  Year,  during 
which  Time  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
concluded,  and  in  it  no  Mention 
made  of  'Thouloufe.  William  Earl 
of  Blois,  King  Stephen's  Son,  at¬ 
tended  the  King  in  the  Expedition 
to  Thouloufe,  and  died  in  his  Return 
from  it.  The  War  foon  after  broke 
out  again  between  the  two  Mo- 
liarchs,  upon  Henry's  precipitating 
the  Marriage  between  Prince  Henry 
and  the  Daughter  of  Lewis,  when 
the  former  was  but  feven,  and  the 
latter  but  three  Years  old,  quickly 
after  lhe  was  brought  over  to  Eng¬ 
land  to  be  educated.  Henry  did  this 
in  order  to  take  Poffeffion  of  Gifors 
for  his  Son,  which  the  Princefs  was 
to  have  for  her  Dower.  But  this 
War  was  foon  ended  by  the  Media¬ 
tion  of  Pope  Alexander  III.  to  whom 
both  Kings  paid  a  moil  fervile  Sub- 
miflion,  each  alighting,  and  taking 
hold  of  the  Reins  of  his  Bridle,  to 
conduct  him  to  his  Lodgings. 

The  Affairs  above  related  detained 
Henry  in  France  four  Years,  and  he 
upturned  to  England  in  1 163.  He 
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now  feemed  to  be  in  a  very  happy 
Situation,  Peace  being  eftablilhed  in 
his  Dominions  abroad,  and  every 
Thing  being  in  profound  Tranquil¬ 
lity  at  Home.  But  his  Repofe  was 
foon  difturbed  by  an  Affair  of  an¬ 
other  Nature,  which  gave  him  a 
vaft  deal  of  Vexation  for  feveral 
Years,  and  at  laft  ended  to  his  Dif- 
honour.  This  was  the  famous  Con- 
teft  between  him-  and  Thomas  Bechet, 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury ~.  The  Oc- 
cafion  of  it  was  this :  The  King  ob- 
ferving  that  the  Power  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy  was  got  to  fuch  an  exorbitant 
Height  as  to  be  very  detrimental  to 
the  State,  and  prejudicial  to  the 
Royal  Authority,  that;  their  Pride 
and  Ambition  were  infufferable,  and 
that  they  pretended  to  ait  entire  Ex¬ 
emption  from  the  Civil  Power,  had 
formed  a  Refolution  to  redrefs  this 
Grievance,  and  to  reduce  them  with¬ 
in  fome  tolerable  Bounds.  The  A- 
bufes  which  were  the  Confequence 
of  this  independent  Power  of  the 
Clergy  were  very  enormous.  When 
a  Clergyman  was  acetified  of  a  Crime, 
he  was  tried  in  the  Ecclefiajlical 
Court,  from  whence  there  was  no 
Appeal.  Here  the  utmoft  Favour 
and  Partiality  was  Ihewn  ;  and  when 
the  Matter  was  fo  plain  that  they 
could  not  but  condemn  the  Party, 
the  moll  heinous  Crimes  were  pu- 
nifhed  only  with  Degradation,  and 
others  with  a  fhort  Sufpenfion  or  flight 
Confinement.  This  expofed  the  poor 
Laity  to  numberlefs  Outrages,  whillt 
the  Clergy  were  not  at  all,  or  but 
flightly  punilhed,  and  the  People 
were  fure  of  fuffering  the  utmoft 
Rigour  of  the  Law,  if  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  repel  the  Infults  of  the 
Prieits.  It  was  made  appear  before 
the  King,  that  fince  his  Acceflion, 
above  a  hundred  Murders  had  been 
committed  by  Ecclefiafiicks,  of  whom, 
not  one  had  been  punilhed  fo  much 
as  with  Degradation,  which  was  en- 
joined  by  the  Canons  in  fuch  Cafes. 


,It  was  with  Reafon  therefore  that 
,  the  King  refolved  to  reform  thefe 
.  Abufes,  and  he  thought  Becket,  who 
.had  been  his  High-Chancellor,  and 
E  ftiewed  himfelf  always  ready  to  com- 
.  ply  with  his  Orders,  and  on  whom 
,he  had  bellowed  many  Favours* 
i  would  have  been  ferviceable  to  him 
in  this  good  Defign  ;  and  made  him 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  for  that 
very  Purpofe.  But  he  was  very 
much  miflaken  in  his  Man,  as  will 
appear  by  the  Sequel.  When  the 
King  firli  mentioned  his  Defign  to 
the  Archbilhop,  he  vehemently  op- 
pofed  it ;  but  refolving  to  do  that  in 
ipite  of  his  Efforts  to  the  contrary, 
which  he  thought  he  lhould  be  able 
to  do  by  his  Affiilance,  he  convened 
the  chief  Lords  of  the  Kingdom, 
both  Spiritual  and  ’Temporal ,  and 
propofed  to  them  a  Regulation,  con- 
filling  of  five  Articles  :  i .  That  no 
one  lhould  appeal  to  Rome  without 
the  King’s  Confent.  2.  That  no 
Archbilhop  or  Bilhop  lhould  go  to 
Rome,  though  even  fummoned  by  the 
Pope,  without  the  King’s  Leave  firfl 
had  and  obtained.  3.  That  no  im¬ 
mediate  Vaffal  of  the  Crown,  or 
King’s  Officer,  lhould  be  excommu¬ 
nicated,  or  fubjefted,  without  the 
King’s  Knowledge.  4.  That  all 
Clergymen  charged  with  Capital 
Crimes,  lhould  be  tried  in  the 
King’s  Courts.  5.  That  fuch  Ec- 
clejiajlical  Affairs,  as  all  the  Na¬ 
tion  lhould  be  concerned  in,  as  the 
Repairing  of  Churches,  Tithes,  iAc. 
lhould  be  decided  in  the  Civil 
Courts.  The  Temporal  Lords  a- 
greed  to  thefe  Articles  without  any 
Hefitation  :  But  the  Bilhops  and  Ab¬ 
bots  refufed  to  do  it,  without  the 
Addition  of  this  Claufe,  Saving  the 
Rights  of  the  Clergy  and  Church, 
which  was  doing  nothing  at  all,  till 
the  King  threatened  them,  and  then 
they  complied  ;  and  even  Becket, 
after  llanaing  out  a  great  while, 
eonfented  to  the  Articles  without  the 


faving  Claufe.  Soon  after,  the  King 
got  thefe  Articles  confirmed  by  an 
Affembly-General,  or  Parliament , 
which  he  convened  at  Clarendon , 
and  here  alfo  the  Prelates,  through 
Fear,  complied,  and  the  Archbilhop 
was  with  great  Difficulty  prevailed 
on  by  his  Brethren  to  give  his  Con¬ 
fent  to  the  Articles. 

When  thefe  Articles  were  fent  to 
Pope  Alexander  III.  for  his  Sanction, 
he  prefently  condemned  them  as 
prejudicial  to  the  Church.  Upon 
which  Becket  openly  declared  that  he 
repented  of  having  promifed  to  fub- 
feribe  them*  and  the  Pope  abfolved 
him,  and  promifed  to  lland  by  him. 
And  now  this  proud  and  arrogant 
Prelate  became  more  infolent  than 
ever,  eroded  the  King  in  all  hisDe- 
ligns,  and  treated  him  in  a  very  inde¬ 
cent  and  unbecoming  Manner;  who 
in  Return  loaded  him  with  Profecu* 
tions,  and  did  all  he  could  to  hum¬ 
ble  him,  but  to  no  Purpofe  ;  he  re¬ 
fufed  to  plead  in  the  King’s  Courts, 
and  even  to  wait  on  the  King,  when 
he  fent  for  him.  For  thefe  and  other 
Mildemeanors,  all  his  moveable 
Goods  were  confifcated,  and  he  was 
at  lalt  accufed  of  Perjury  and  Trea— 
fon,  and  the  Court  declared  that  he 
ought  to  be  imprifoned,  andpunilhed 
according  to  Law.  He  was  fummon¬ 
ed  to  appear  and  hear  his  Sentence  $ 
but  he  refufed  to  come,  faying  that 
the  Peers  had  no  Authority  to  judge 
him,  and  that  he  appealed  to  the 
Pope.  Thus  growing  llill  more  and 
more  obllinate,  and  psreeivingat  the 
fame  Time  his  Danger,  he  privately 
made  off  in  the  Night,  and  went 
over  to  Flanders.  The  King  of 
France ,  glad  of  any  Opportunity  of 
embroiling  Henry’s  Affairs,  promifed 
Becket  his  Protection,  and  even  im¬ 
portuned  the  Pope  to  efpoufe  hi9 
Caufe,  which  he  was  of  himfelf  e- 
nough  inclined  to  do.  From  this 
Time  we  have  many  Inllances  of 
the  intolerable  Infoler.ee  of  Becket, 
H  of 
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of  the  Pride  and  Haughtinefs  and 
Policy  of  the  Pope,  who  dreading 
an  entire  Rupture,  endeavoured  to 
fpin  out  Time,  and  amufe  the  King 
by  various  Artifices ;  whilft  the  King 
adted  vigoroufly  againfi:  the  Pope  and 
Becket,  forbidding  Appeals  to  Rome, 
or  to  receive  any  Mandates  from 
thence,  and  fufpending  the  Payment 
of  Peter-Pence  till  further  Order.  In 
fhort,  both  Sides  remained  as  yet 
inflexible,  and  neither  Ihevved  any 
Inclination  to  yield  to  the  other. 
And  thus  Matters  flood  in  1 169. 

To  go  a  little  back  :  In  1 165  the 
King’s  Daughter  Maud  was  married 
to  Henry  Duke  of  Saxony,  from 
which  Marriage  defcended  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty  King  George. 

In  1166,  fom e  Hereticks,  (as  all 
are  called  who  differ  from  the  Church 
of  Rome )  about  30  in  Number,  ar- 
rivedin  Englandfaom  Germany.  They 
were  calledPub/icans,  but  why,  is  not 
known.  And  it  is  as  uncertain  what 
were  their  diffinguiihing  Tenets,  as 
we  have  an  Account  of  them  only 
from  their  Perfecutors,  or  why  they 
came  over  to  England ;  but  it  was  at 
a  wrong  Time  for  them,  as  indeed 
there  was  generally  no  worfe,  than 
when  Princes  were  at  Variance  with 
the  Pope.  They  were  fummoned  be¬ 
fore  a  Council  at  Oxford,  and  being 
afked  who  they  were,  they  anfwered 
that  they  were  Cbrifians  and  Follow¬ 
ers  of  the  Dofcrine  of  the  Apoftles. 
The  Council  condemned  them,  and 
delivered  them  over  to  the  Secular 
Power  :  And  the  King,  willing  to 
keep  as  fair  with  the  Pope  as  he  could, 
treated  them  verv  feverely  indeed. 
He  caufed  them  to  be  branded  in  the 
Cheek  with  a  hot  Iron,  and  forbad 
all  his  Subjects,  under  Aridt  Penalties, 
to  give  them  any  Relief ;  and  fo  they 
all  miferably  perifhed  with  Hunger, 
without  any  one’s  hearing  them 
make  the  leaft  Complaint. 

The  fame  Year  Prince  John  was 
born  j  and  a  little  after,  the  Emprefs 


R  Y  II. 

Mau-d,  the  King’s  Mother*  of  whom 
fo  much  has  been  faid  in  the  laft 
Reign,  died  in  the  67th  Year  of  her 
Age,  and  was  buried  at  Roan  in 
Normandy. 

King  Henry ,  after  having  been  in 
France  near  four  Years,  returned  to 
England  in  1170,  where  his  Abfence 
having  occafioned  much  NegledI  and 
many  Abufes  in  the  Adminiftration 
of  Juftice,  hefent  Commiflioners  in¬ 
to  each  County,  to  inquire  into  the 
Mifdemeanors  of  the  Sheriffs  and 
other  Officers,  and  to  punifh  thofe 
who  ffiould  be  found  guilty. 

The  fame  Year,  with  the  Confent 
of  the  Clergy  and  People,  he  earned 
his  eldeft  Son  Henry  to  be  ctowned 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  and  the 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  Lords,  and 
Magiftrates  of  the  Cities  and  Coun¬ 
ties,  did  Homage  to  the  young  King. 
At  the  Coronation  Feaft  the  old 
King  would  cany  up  the  firft  Difh, 
and  told  his  Son*  that  never  was  any 
Monarch  more  honourably  ferved  : 
Upon  which  young  Henry,  who  was 
of  a  very  haughty  Temper,  faid 
foftly  to  the  Archbifhop  of  York, 
It  is  no  fuch  great  Honour  for  the  Son 
of  a  King  to  be  ferved  by  the  Son  of  an 
Earl. 

Shortly  after  the  King  fell  fo  vio¬ 
lently  ill  at  Domfront,  in  the  Province 
of  Main,  that  believing  he  was  near 
his  End,  he  made  his  Will,  giving 
to  his  eldeft  Son  Henry,  England, 
Normandy,  Main  and  Anjou  ;  and  to 
Prince  Richard,  Guicnne  and  Poidcu. 
He  thought  Bretaign  was  fufficient 
for  Geoffrey  ;  and  as  for  his  youngeft 
Son  'John,  he  only  recommended 
him  to  be  provided  for  by  his  eldeft 
Brother  ;  on  which  Account  he  got* 
the  Nick-Name  o i  Lack-Land. 

The  King’s  dangerous  Illnefs  ha¬ 
ving  alfo  raifed  fome  Scruples  in  his 
Mind,  in  relation  to  lpiritual  Af¬ 
fair.-.,  he  reiolved,  if  he  recovered, 
to  make  up  Matters  with  Becket. 
Refutes,  he  was  defirous,  if  he  ffiould 
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:live,  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his  Days  in 
Quiet,  which  the  Pope  threatened 
more  and  more  to  difturb,  by  thun¬ 
dering  out  againft  him  the  Cenfures 
of  the  Church.  Accordingly,  as 
Toon  as  he  recovered,  he  ordered 
’Matters  fo,  that  he  was  thoroughly 
'reconciled  to  Becket,  and  fwore  to 
reftore  him  to  his  former  State. 
Protefting  he  heartily  forgave  all 
that  was  palled. 

This  Reconciliation  was  lincere 
enough  on  the  King’s  Side,  but  not 
fo  on  Becket' s.  For  he  no  fooner  ar¬ 
rived  in  England,  but  he  fufpended 
the  Archbiihop  of  York,  and  excom¬ 
municated  fome  other  Bifhops,  who 
had  taken  Part  with  the  King  againft 
him,  and  proceeded  to  the  fame 
•  Acts  of  Severity  againft  other  great 
Men.  The  Bilhops  thus  put  under 
the  Church’s  Cenfure,  repaired  to 
’the  King  in  Normandy,  and  made 
heavy  Complaints  againft  Bechet's 
linfolent  and  revengeful  Spirit. 
The  King  was  fo  provoked  at  thefe 
frefh  Efforts  of  this  turbulent  and 
haughty  Prelate  to  difturb  his  Tran¬ 
quillity,  that  he  fpoke  aloud  to  the 
following  Purpofe  :  It  is  my  great 
Unbappinefs,  that  among  all  my  Ser¬ 
vants,  there' s  not  one'  who  dares  to 
1 revenge  the  Affronts  I  am  continually 
receiving  from  a  voretched  Priejl. 
From  this  Time  four  of  the  King’s 
Domefticks,  whom  fome  Writers 
call  Barons,  and  others  Knights, 
entered  into  a  Plot  againft  Bechet's 
Life.  Accordingly  coming  to  Can¬ 
terbury,  they  took  an  Opportunity 
•'to  follow  him  into  the  Cathedral, 
and  advanced  after  him  up  to  the 
Altar,  where  they  fell  upon  him, 
and  fplit  his  Skull  with  their  Swords, 
fo  that  his  Blood  and  Brains  flew  all 

I  over  the  Altar.  The  tragical  End 
of  this  Archbiihop,  which  happened 
in  the  Year  1171,  with  the  Circum- 
ftances  attending  it,  gained  him  more 
Friends  after  his  Death,  than  ever 
he  had  whilft  alive.  Numberlefs 
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Miracles  were  faid  to  be  wrought  at 
his  Tomb,  many  of  them  ridiculous 
enough,  and  fome  very  ftrange  ones 
even  before  he  was  buried.  But  the 
credulous  People  in  that  dark  Age 
believed  them  as  fail  as  they  were 
told,  and  others  did  not  dare  to  con¬ 
tradict  them.  The  Court  of  Rome 
taking  Advantage  of  this  Credulity 
of  the  People,  canonized  Becket  by 
the  Name  of  St.  ‘ Thomas  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  he  was  honoured  by  Kings 
and  Princes  and  all  Ranks  of  People 
from  all  Parts  of  C.hriftendom,  in 
numberlefs  Pilgrimages  to  his  Tomb. 
Though  Men  differ  in  their  Opinions 
about  this  new  Saint,  fome  efteem- 
ing  him  an  eminent  Martyr,  whilft 
others  would  fcarce  allow  him. the 
Character  cf  an  honeft  .Man.  And 
about  50  Yetirs  after  his  Death,  it 
was  the  Subject  of  a  publick  Dif- 
pute  at  the  Univerfity  of  Paris, 
whether  Becket  was  in  Heaven  or 
Hell.  However,  it  is  certain  he 
was  a  mighty  Champion  for  the 
Pope  and  Clergy  ;  and  that  was  Me¬ 
rit  enough  to  make  him  a  Saint. 

The  Trouble  which  Becket  gave 
King  Henry  did  not  end  with  his 
Death.  For  now  the  King  of  France 
and  his  other  Enemies  charged  him 
with  having  a  Hand  in  the  Murder, 
and  did  all  they  could  to  ftir  up  the 
Pope  to  revenge  it,  who  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  lay  hold  on  this  Opportunity 
to  humble  Henry,  threatened  to  ex¬ 
communicate  him,  and  put  the 
Kingdom  under  an  InterdiCt,  if  he 
did  not  give  fufficient  Marks  of  his 
Repentance.  Henry  by  his  Refolu- 
tion,  Policy  andPrefents  to  the  Pope 
and  Cardinals,  averted  this  terrible 
Stroke.  And  whilft  the  Matter  was 
in  Sufpence  at  Rome,  he  refumed  a 
ProjeCt  he  had  formed  fome  Years 
before,  which  was  the  Conqueft  of 
Irelatid.  He  had  obtained  a  Bull 
from  Pope  Adrian  IV.  Alexander's 
Predeceffor,  for  this  Purpofe,  where¬ 
in  the  Pope  encourages  him  in  the 
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Defign,  provided  Ire  would  pay  him 
and  his  Succeffors  one  Penny  a  Year 
for  every  Houfe  in  Ireland ,  and  in¬ 
violably  maintain  the  Rights  of  the 
Church,  which  (hews  upon  what 
Motives  fuch  Expeditions  were  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  Court  of  Rome. 
However,  Henry ,  whofe  Ambition 
feemed  to  be  the  chief  Motive  to 
this  Undertaking,  had  now  a  fair 
Opportunity  to  put  it  in  Execution. 
For  Dermouth  King  of  Leinfer,  being 
at  Variance  with  the  other  petty 
Kings  of  Ireland ,  and  in  Danger  of 
being  overpowered  by  them,  applied 
himfelf  to  King  Henry  for  his  Af- 
fiftance,  who  glad  of  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  interpcfing  in  the  Affair's 
of  Ireland,  readily  complied  with 
this  Requefl  ;  but  as  the  War  he 
had  then  with  France  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  lend  Dermouth  immediate 
Succours,  he  advifed  him  to  apply 
to  fome  E?iglijh  Barons  for  what  Aid 
they  could  afford  him.  He  there¬ 
upon  got  Robert  Fitz-Stepben,  and 
Richard  Strong- Bow  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  to  enter  into  an  Alliance  with 
him  upon  certain  Conditions.  Fitz- 
Stepben  firft  accompanied  Dermouth 
into  Ireland  with  400  Men,  and  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke  followed  with  1 200 ; 
and  with  this  Handful  of  Men  at 
firlt  had  fuch  Succefs,  that  many  of 
the  Country  coming  in  to  them,  they 
extended  their  Conqueits  with  great 
Rapidity,  and  fpread  the  Terror  of 
their  Arms  all  over  Ireland.  So  that 
Henry  growing  jealous  of  them,  and 
fearing  they  would  make  themfelves 
Mailers  of  the  whole  Country,  which 
he  defigned  for  himfelf,  forbad  any 
more  Provifions  or  Ammunition  to 
be  fent  them,  and  even  recalled  all 
the  Englijh  who  were  already  there  ; 
but  the  two  Captains  fending  Depu¬ 
ties  to  affure  him  that  all  their  Con- 
quefls  ihould  be  at  his  Command, 
lie  was  fatisfied.  Soon  after  which, 
viz.  in  1172,  he  went  over  himfelf 
with  a  formidable  Army,  and  landed 


at  Waterford.  Upon  which  the  Iri/h 
voluntarily  fubmitted,  and  Henry  be¬ 
came  Maker  of  Ireland  without 
flriking  a  Blow  ;  all  the  petty  Kings 
coming  to  Waterford,  and  driving 
which  fhould  firlt  fwear  Fealty  to 
him.  Then  going  to  Dublin,  and 
leaving  Hugh  Lacy  there  to  govern 
the  Ifland  in  his  Name,  with  the 
Title  of  Grand  Juficiary  of  Ireland, 
he  fet  out  for  England. 

From  England  he  foon  went  over 
to  Normandy  to  meet  the  Pope’s  Le¬ 
gates,  who  were  there  to  examine  into 
BeckePs  Murder;  where,  after  having 
cleared  himfelf  by  Oath,  and  de¬ 
clared  his  Sorrow  for  the  imprudent 
Words  he  had  dropped,  which  occa- 
fioned  that  Prelate’s  Affaffination,  he 
was  abfolved,  upon  promifing  to  per¬ 
form  all  that  was  required  of  him  in 
favour  of  the  Pope  and  Church,  and 
to  do  Penance  at  BeckePs  Tomb  ; 
which  he  did  upon  his  Return  into 
England  the  next  Year.  For  landing 
at  Southampton,  he  proceeded  diredt- 
ly  to  Canterbury,  and  as  foon  as  he 
came  in  Sight  of  the  Town,  he 
alighted,  pulled  off  his  Boots,  and 
walked  bare-footed  three  Miles  till 
he  came  to  the  Tomb,  \vh?re  he  fub¬ 
mitted  himfelf  to  be  fhamefully 
feourged  by  the  Prior  and  Monks  of 
St.  AugnJHne.  Thus  ended  this  trou- 
blefome  Affair,  no  lefs  to  the  Pope’s 
Advantage  than  to  the  Difhonour  of 
thisgreat  Prince,  notwithftanding  his 
Reiolution  at  firft  ;  which  fhews  how 
formidable  the  Spiritual  Power  was 
in  thofedark  and  fuperftitiousTimes. 

The  King  was  fcarce  got  rid  of 
the  Trouble  on  BeckePs  Account, 
but  he  fell  into  another.  A  Con- 
fpiracy  was  formed  againft  him  in 
his  Abfcnce  by  his  Queen  Eleanor, 
and  his  Sons  Henry,  Richard,  and 
Geoffrey,  into  which  were  drawn  fe- 
verat  of  the  Barons,  and  which  was 
countenanced  and  encouraged  bv  the 
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King  of  France  and  fevcral  other  fo¬ 
reign  Princes.  Queen  Eleanor  was 
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moved  to  this  by  her  extreme  Jea. 
loufy,  which  had  put  her  upon  dif- 
patching  out  of  the  Way  RoJ'amon.l 
Clifford,  commonly  called  Fair  Rofa- 
mond,  Daughter  to  Lord  Clifford,  the 
King’s  chief  Millrefs,  whom  he  in 
vain  thought  he  had  fecured  from  all 
Attempts,  by  keeping  her  in  a  La¬ 
byrinth  he  had  built  for  that  Purpole 
at  W lodjlock.  Young  Henry  was  grown 
weary  of  the  Title  of  King  without 
the  Authortiy.  Richard  and  Geoffrey 
were  diffatisfied  with  their  Father’s 
retaining  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
Countries  aligned  for  their  Portions. 
Henry  privately  withdrew  from  Court, 
and  went  over  to  the  King  of  France-, 
which  when  the  Queen  was  advertifed 
of,  ihe  fent  thither  alfo  Richard  and 
Geoffrey :  For  which  the  old  King  or¬ 
dered  her  tobe  clofely  confined.  Soon 
after  he  was  attacked  almoll  in  all 
Places  at  once.  Richard  caufed  the 
greatefl  Part  of  Guienne  to  revolt. 
Geoffrey  raifed  an  Infurredlion  in  Bre- 
taign.  The  King  of  France,  afiifted 
by  the  Earls  of  Flanders,  Bulloign  and 
Blois,  attacked  Normandy.  William 
King  of  Scotland  invaded  the  North¬ 
ern  Parts  of  England.  The  Earl  of 
Leicejler  having  levied  an  Army  in 
France,  landed  at  Southampton, 
hoping  to  ftir  up  all  the  Englijh 
againlt  the  King.  And  in  the  mean 
Time  the  young  King  Henry,  who 
continued  at  Paris,  ailed  as  if  he 
had  been  foie  King  of  England,  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Homage  of  the  Vaffals, 
making  Grants  and  Donations  of 
the  Crown  Lands,  and  exercifing 
other  Afls  of  Sovereignty. 

Never  did  Prince  Hand  more  in 
need  of  Courage  and  Refolution, 
and  never  was  it  better  exerted  than 
by  Henry  on  this  Occalion.  Though 
the  Confpiracy  was  deeply  laid,  and 
though  it  broke  out  all  on  a  fudden, 
almoft  before  he  knew  any  Thing 
of  the  Matter ;  yet  he  managed  his 
Affairs  with  fuch  Vigour,  Prudence 
and  Magnanimity,  that  he  got  the 


better  of  all  his  Enemies,  and  pro¬ 
cured  to  himfelf  once  mere  the 
peaceable  Polfelfinn  of  all  his  Do¬ 
minions.  In  a  few  Months,  either 
by  himfelf  or  others,  he  became 
Mailer  of  the  principal  Places  in 
Guienne,  Sainionge,  Anjou,  Poihlou 
and  Bretaign.  The  King  of  France, 
furprized  by  Henry,  was  forced  to 
raife  the  Siege  of  Roan,  and  retreat 
in  the  utmoll  Confufion.  In  Eng¬ 
land,  Humphrey  Bohun  defeated  the 
Earl  of  Leicejler  and  took  him  Pri- 
foner.  The  King  of  Scotland  had 
the  fame  Fate,  and  was  not  fet  at 
Liberty,  upon  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace  between  all  Parties,  but  on 
Cond  tion  of  doing  Homage  to  both 
the  Elenries  for  his  Kingdom  of  Scot¬ 
land  in  general,  and  the  County  of 
Galloway  in  particular.  Thefe  great 
Succelfes  made  the  King  of  France 
defire  Peace,  and  a  Treaty  was  foon 
concluded,  wherein  he  promifed  to 
furrender  to  Henry  all  the  Callles  he 
had  taken  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
War,  and  Henry  granted  a  general 
Pardon  to  all  that  had  revolted  a- 
gainllhim,  without  Exception  ;  and 
his  Sons  promifed  to  be  obedient  for 
the  future. 

Peace  being  thus  rellored  in  1174, 
Henry  applied  himfelf  to  the  Affairs 
of  Government,  enabled  new  Laws, 
and  revived  others  that  had  been 
negledted ;  and  foon  after,  about  the 
Year  1176,  he  divided  England  into 
fix  Parts,  called  Circuits,  appointing 
Itinerant  judges  to  go  at  certain 
Times’  of  the  Year,  and  hold  the 
Affixes,  or  adminiiler  Jultice  to  the 
People  ;  which  is  pradtifed  at  this 
Day.  He  alfo  demolifhed  fuch  for¬ 
tified  Callles  as  Hill  remained  in  pri¬ 
vate  Hands. 

About  the  fame  Time  London- 
Bridge  began  to  be  built  of  Stone, 
by  Peter  Coleman,  a  Priefl.  The 
King,  the  Pope’s  Legate,  and  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  contr.V"!- 
ted  towards  the  Work.  It  v 
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nifhed  in  about  33  Years,  during 
which  Time  the  Courfe  of  the 
Thames  was  turned  another  Way,  by 
a  Trench  cut  for  that  Purpofe  from 
Batterfca  to  Rotkerhithe. 

The  late  Peace  was  rather  con- 
ftrained  than  fincere  on  the  Part  of 
Henry' s  Sons.  They  were  Hill  dif- 
fatisfied,  and  their  Ambition  and 
Luft  of  Power  difpofed  them  to  take 
the  firft  Opportunity  of  giving  new 
Disturbance  to  the  King  their  Fa¬ 
ther,  who,  as  he  had  been  all  his 
Life  a  Slave  to  his  Luft,  was  now 
fallen  in  Love  with  Alice,  Daughter 
of  Lewis  of  France,  who  at  the 
Conclufton  of  the  late  Peace  was 
out  into  Henry's  Hands  to  be  edu¬ 
cated  in  England,  as  being  defigned 
in  Marriage  for  his  Son  Richard  : 
But  he  betraved  his  Truft,  and  de¬ 
tained  the  young  Princels  from  his 
Son,  which  gave  Richard  a  new 
Handle  again  ft  his  father,  though 
as  to  his  Marriage  with  her,  he  was 
very  indifferent  about  it.  The  young 
Xmg  Henry  and  Prince  Geoffrey  were 
alio  dilcontented  upon  the  lame 
Score  as  before.  Their  Deiigns, 
which  had  been  fuppreffed  for  feme 
Years,  began  to  break  out  into  Ac¬ 
tion  in  1 182..  when  young  Henry  ret 
paired  to  Guienne  to  ilir  up  the  Gaf- 
eoigns  to  a  Revolt.  But  he  was 
feized  with  allow  Fever,  which  put 
an  End  to  his  Life  in  1185,  and 
Hiftorians  tell  us  he  ihewea  great 
Signs  of  Grief  for  what  he  had 
done  and  projedled  againft  the  King 
his  Father.  His  Brother  Geoffrey 
did  not  long  furvive  him.  He  died 
at  Paris,  whither  he  went  to  aftiit 
at  a  Four/ianteui,  in  11 86,  leaving 
Conftancs  of  Bretaign  his  Wife  big 
with  Child,  who  was  foon  after  de¬ 
livered  of  a  Son,  named  Arthur. 

The  Death  of  the  young  King  put 
a  Stop  for  lorne  Time  to  the 
Troubles  that  were  beginning  to  dif- 
tra  i  the  Royal  Family.  But  Prince 
Richard,  who  was  now  Heir  Appa¬ 


rent  to  the  Crown,  being  naturally 
of  a  violent  and  reftlefs  Temper, 
began  about  two  Years  after  to  raife 
new  Difturbances  in  the  King’s  fo¬ 
reign  Dominions.  He  got  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  to  revolt,  and  acknowledge 
him  for  their  Sovereign,  and  did 
Homage  for  them  to  Philip  King  of 
France,  who  had  fucceeded  his  Fa¬ 
ther  Lewis.  Thefe  and  fome  other 
Proceedings  occafioned  .a  War  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Monarchs,  in  which 
King  Henry,  who  was  now  deferted 
by  his  French  Subjects,  was  fo  un- 
fuccefsful,  that  he  was  conftrained 
at  laft  in  1 1 89,  to  make  Peace  with 
Philip  upon  very  dilhonourable 
Terms.  To  this  Mortification  was 
added  another  :  He  difeovered,  that 
his  beloved  Son  John  had,  during 
the  War,  held  Intelligence  with  Phi¬ 
lip,  and  was  concerned  in  his  Bro¬ 
ther’s  Confpiracies  to  dethrone  him. 
This  made  him  curie  the  Day  of  his 
Birth,  and  to  utter  Imprecations 
againft  his  Sons,  which  he  would 
never  revoke. 

This  famous  Monarch,  after  all 
his  Grandeur  and  Profperity,  being 
reduced  to  fo  low  a  State,  did  not 
long  furvive  this  violent  Shock  in 
his  Fortune.  For  foon  after  he  fell 
fick  at  Chinon,  and  died  on  the  6th 
of  July,  1189,  in  the  57th  Year  ol 
his  A.ge,  and  35th  of  his  Reign. 
He  was  interred  in  the  Choir  of  the 
Nunnery  at  Fonteverard,  which  he 
had  founded.  A  ftately  Tomb  was 
afterwards  erefted  for  him  and  Elea¬ 
nor  his  Queen,  and  for  King  Ri¬ 
chard  and  his  Queen,  their  Effigies 
in  Brafs  being  placed  together  in  one 
Monument. 

He  had  five  Sons  by  Eleanor  oJ 
Guienne  his  Queen,  of  whom  onl) 
Richard  and  John  furvived  him, 
The  Marriage  of  his  eldeft  Daugh¬ 
ter  Maud  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned.  His  Daughter  Eleanor  wa: 
married  to  Alphonfo  King  of  C-affile, 
and  Joannah  to  William  II.  King  ol 
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Sicily.  He  had  two  natural  Sons  by 
Fair  Rofamond,  and  another  by  a 
Daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  Blewit. 

There  was  a  great  Mixture  of 
Vices  and  Virtues  in  King  Henry. 
He  was  certainly  a  Prince  of  an  ex- 
ilted  Genius,  valiant,  generous,  po- 
itick  and  learned  :  But  at  the  fame 
rime  it  muft  be  owned,  that  he  was 
exceeding  haughty,  that  his  Ambi- 
:ion  was  infatiable,  and  his  Lull 
boundlefs,  and  where  Love  or  Em- 
Dire  were  concerned,  he  ftuck  at 
rothing  to  accomplifh  his  Defires. 
But  this  great  Prince,  who  ufed  to 
"ay  in  his  Profperity,  that  the  whole 
World  was  but  /efficient  for  one  great 
Man,  lived  long  enough  to  fee  him- 
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felf  humbled.  However,  this  muft 
be  faid  in  his  Praife,  that  England 
had  never  been  in  fo  flourilhing  a 
Condition  as  in  his  Reign,  and  that 
the  Misfortunes  he  met  with  fell  ra¬ 
ther  on  himfelf  than  the  Kingdom, 
which  by  his  Acceffion  became  one 
of  the  moft  powerful  States  in  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Of  the  Englijh  Hiftorians,  Simeon 
of  Durham,  and  Henry  Archdeacon 
of  Huntingdon,  flourilhed  about  this 
Time. 

Saladin,  Sultan  of  Babylon,  took 
JeruJ'alcm  from  the  Chriilians  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  this  King’s  Reign, 
after  they  had  been  in  Pofleffion  of 
it  near  an  Hundred  Years. 
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Richard  I.  furnam'd  Coeur-de-Lion. 


RICHARD  ftaid  above  a 
Month  in  France  after  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Death,  fo  well  was  he 
allured  of  the  Difpofition  of  the 
People  of  England ,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  would  be  attempted  there  to 
his  prejudice;  though  in  his  Father’s 
Life-time  he  had,  or  pretended  to 
have,  fome  Fears  and  Jealoufies  on 
Account  of  his  Brother  Prince  John. 
The  fird  Thing  he  did  was  to  have 
an  Interview  with  Philip,  when  he 
thanked  him  for  his  late  Protection, 
and  did  Homage  to  him  for  his 
French  Provinces.  On  the  20th  of 
July,  he  received  the  Ducal  Crown 
of  Normandy  at  Roan,  and  was  girt 
with  the  Ducal  Sword  according  to 
the  Cultom  oflnveftiture.  The  fird 
Order  he  fent  to  England,  where  he 
was  obeyed  as  if  he  had  been  alrea¬ 
dy  crowned,  was  to  fet  his  Mother 
.Queen  Eleanor  at  Liberty,  who  had 
befen  dxteen  Years  in  Confinement. 
He  alfo  intruded  her  with  the  Ad- 
miniltration  during  his  Abfence,  and 
impowered  her  to  releafe  what  Pri- 
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foners  Ihe  pleafed  ;  who  was  too  fen- 
fibly  afrefted  with  her  long  Confine¬ 
ment,  not  to  exercife  with  Pleafure 
this  Power  given  her  by  her  Son  ; 
who  having  fettled  his  Affairs  in 
France,  came  to  London,  and  was 
crowned  by  Baldwin,  Archbiihop  of 
Canterbury,  on  Sept.  3,  1189.  The 
Ceremony  was  dilturbed  by  the  Maf- 
facre  of  fome  Jews,  who  preffing  to 
fee  the  Solemnity,  the  People  fell 
furioufly  on  them,  and  killed  feve- 
ral  of  them.  But  the  King  having 
caufed  a  drift  Inquiry  to  be  made, 
fome  of  the  Ring-leaders  in  this 
barbarous  Aftion  were  defervedly 
put  to  Death.  It  mud  be  obfcrved, 
that  ever  fince  the  Taking  of  Je- 
rufaletn  by  the  Saracens,  the  Peo¬ 
ple  breathed  nothing  but  Revenge 
againd  the  Enemies  of  Chrijl ;  and 
this  made  them  take  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  falling  upon  the  poor 
Jews,  though  they  had  no  Hand  in 
that  Revolution  in  Palejline.  Their 
not  being  Chrijlians  was  enough  ; 
And  Fie  cruel  Example  of  the  Lon¬ 
doners 
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doners  was  followed  by  feveral  other 
great  Towns,  efpecially  at  York , 
where  500  Jews,  befides  the  Wo¬ 
men  and  Children,  having  fled  into 
the  Caftle  to- avoid  the  Fury  of  the 
Rabble,  the  High-Sheriff  required 
them  to  deliver  it  up  ;  and  upon 
their  Refufal,  the  People  drew  up  in 
a  Body  and  attacked  the  Cattle. 
The  Jews  offered  a  great  Sum  of 
Money  to  go  off  with  their  Lives, 
but  the  People  would  give  them  no 
Quarter.  And  fo  rather  than  tall 
into  the  Hands  of  the  uncircumcifed 
Chrijiians ,  every  Mafter  of  a  Family 
cuthis  Wife’s  and  Children’s  Throats 
firil,  then  difpatched  his  Servants, 
and  ended  with  the  Slaughter  of 
himfelf. 

A  new  CruJade  for  the  Recovery 
of  Jerufalem  from  the  Infidels  had 
been  refolved  on  between  Philip  of 
France  and  King  Henry,  in  which 
Richard  was  to  bear  a  Part ;  but 
their  private  Quarrels  had  put  a  Stop 
to  the  Undertaking.  And  now  Phi¬ 
lip  and  Richard  being  in  perfedt  A- 
mity,  they  refumed  the  Deflgn  ac¬ 
cording  to  both  their  Vows.  The 
Cbrifians  in  general,  efpecially  in 
France  and  England,  were  extremely 
zealous  for  this  religious  Expedition, 
and  ihevved  their  Ardour,  either  by 
inlifting  themfelves  or  advancing 
Money.  King  Richard’s  Thoughts 
were  wholly  taken  up  with  this  Af¬ 
fair  from  his  very  Acceflion,  whether 
for  the  Sake  of  Glory  or  Religion, 
let  the  Reader  judge. 

As  he  defigned  to  make  as  great  a 
Figure  as  poflible  in  this  Expedition, 
it  was  neceffary  he  Ihould  carry  with 
him  a  numerous  Army;  to  main¬ 
tain  which  he  ftuck  at  no  Methods 
to  raife  Money.  Beftdes  the  late 
King’s  Treafure,  amounting  to  a- 
bove  100,000  Marks,  which  he 
wholly  applied  this  Way,  he  fold 
almoft  all  the  Crown  Lands,  of 
which  the  Bilhops  and  Abbots  were 
the  chief  Purchasers,  For  10/000 


Marks  he  delivered  up  Berwick  and 
Roxborough  to  the  King  of  Scotland , 
and  discharged  him  and  his  Succef- 
fors  from  the  Homage  his  Father 
had  impofed.  When  Complaints 
were  made  to  him  for  thefe  Mea- 
fures,  he  laid,  he  would  fell  London 
itfilf,  could  he  fnd  a  Chapman  able 
to  purchafe  it.  He  got  a  Power  from 
the  Pope  to  difpenfe  with  thofe  who 
repented  of  their  Vow,  as  having 
too  haftily  engaged  in  the  Crufade ; 
and  as  there  were  many  of  this 
Sort,  he  raifed  great  Sums  by  this 
Means.  He  moreover  extorted  Mo¬ 
ney  from  the  richeft  of  his  Subjedls, 
by  borrowing  of  thofe  againft  whom 
he  could  have  no  Handle,  and  lay¬ 
ing  fuch  as'  had  any  Ways  made 
themfelves  obnoxious  under  a  Ne- 
ceflity  of  faving  themfelves  harmlels 
by  making  him  Preients.  Whilft 
he  was  by  thefe  and  other  Methods 
heaping  up  Money,  the  Clergy  did 
all  they  could  to  procure  him  Sol¬ 
diers,  and  the  Army  foon  became 
very  numerous. 

Having  made  thefe  extraordinary 
Preparations  for  his  Voyage,  he  gave 
the  Regency  during  his  Abfence  to 
LongchampYixs  High-Chancellcr,  who 
was  alfo  Bilhop  of  Ely  and  the  Pope’s 
Legate,  joining  with  him  the  Bilhop 
of  Durham.  As  to  his  Brother  Prince 
John,  he  would  not  let  him  have 
any  Share  in  the  Government,  for 
fear  of  giving  him  an  Opportunity 
to  adt  againft  him  :  But  then,  to 
make  him  eafy,  he  inverted  him 
with  the  Earldoms  of  Cornwall, 
Dorfet,  Somerfet,  Nottingham,  Der¬ 
by,  and  Laucafer,  and  gave  him 
in  Marriage  A~. >ija,  Heirels  of  the 
Houle  of  Gloucefer,  his  fecond  Cou- 
fin. 

All  Things  being  fettled,  King 
Richard  parted  over  into  France  a.- 
bout  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1 190,  and  the  two  Armies  of  France 
and  England,  making  together  above 
100,000  Men,  joined  at  V steeled,  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  End  of  June,  according 
to  Agreement.  The  two  Monarchs 
marched  together  as  far  as  Lyons, 
where  parting,  Philip  proceeded  for 
Genoa,  and  Richard  for  Marjeilles 
to  meet  his  Fleet ;  both  being  to 
join  again  at  MeJJina  in  Sicily,  the 
general  Rendezvous  of  the  Croijes. 
Philip  foon  arrived  there,  but  Ri¬ 
chard,  whofe  Fleet  had  been  fepa- 
rated  by  a  Storm,  and  were  fome 
Time  before  they  joined  again,  not 
till  towards  the  End  of  September. 

Here  a  Quarrel  foon  arofe  be¬ 
tween  King  Richard  and  Pane-red 
King  of  Sicily,  who  having  detained 
the  Queen-Dowager,  Richard’s  Sif¬ 
ter,  in  Prifon,  fet  her  at  Liberty  upon 
his  Arrival,  and  fent  her  to  him. 
But  Richard  not  fatisfied  with  this, 
demanded  the  Dower  affigned  her 
by  William  If.  her  Hufband.  Pan- 
cred  being  very  backward  to  comply 
with  this  Demand,  Richard  feized 
on  a  Caflle  and  Monaltery  r\zz.r  MeJ¬ 
Jina,  and  Pancred  in  Return  ordered 
Matters  fo,  that  the  Inhabitants  of 
MeJJina,  taking  the  Advantage  of 
fbme  Diforder  there,  expelled  the 
Englijh  out  of  their  City.  Richard, 
enraged  at  this,  attacked  the  City 
with  fuch  Fury,  that  he  became 
Mailer  of  it  in  the  frit  Affault. 
Upon  this  Pattered  thought  fit  to 
fatisfy  all  Richard's  Demands,  and 
a  Treaty  was  concluded  between 
them.  But  as  nothing  but  Force 
had  brought  Pancred  to  comply,  he 
now  endeavoured  to  fow  Diffention 
between  Richard  and  Philip.  The 
latter  had  already  looked  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  Eye  on  Richard’s  vifible  Supe¬ 
riority,  and  was  of  himfelf  but  too 
much  difpofed  to  fall  out  with  him. 
And  now  both  Sides  being  exafpera- 
ied,  Philip  peremptorily  demanded 
of  Richard  to  confummate  his  Mar¬ 
riage  with  the  Princefs  Alice  his  Sif¬ 
ter;  and  Richard  as  peremptorily  re- 
fufed  it,  faying,  he  could  not  marry 
a  Princefs,  by  whom  the  King  his 


Father  had  had  a  Son,  offering  to 
prove  it  by  Witneffes :  And  though 
this  Point,  being  of  fo  tender  a  Na¬ 
ture,  was  dropt ;  yet  this  and  fome 
other  Difputes  had  fo  exafperated 
their  Minds,  that  they  were  never 
more  Friends.  However,  this  did 
not  hinder  them  from  purfuing  their 
Voyage. 

Philip  fet  fail  firfl  about  the  End 
of  March ,  119a,  Richard  flaying  for 
the  Arrival  of  Eleanor  his  Mother, 
who  was  bringing  along  with  her 
Berenguella  of  Navarre,  whom  he 
had  efpoufea.  They  foon  arrived, 
and  Eleanor  returning  home,  leaving 
Berenguella  with  the  Queen-Dowa¬ 
ger  of  Sicily,  King  Richard  put  to 
Sea  with  a  gallant  Fleet,  about  a 
Fortnight  after  Philip’s  Departure, 
taking  the  two  Princeffes  along  with 
him.  This  Fleet  met  with  a  violent 
Storm  between  Cyprus  and  Rhodes, 
which  drove  Part  of  them  on  the 
Coafl  of  Cyprus  ;  where  Ifaac,  King 
of  the  Ifland,  a  Prince  of  a  very 
bad  Character,  imprifoned  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  that  had  efcaped  the  Shipwreck, 
and  feized  their  Effefts.  King-  Ri- 
chard  provoked  at  this  Barbarity, 
as  foon  as  the  fcattered  Fleet  was 
joined,  landed  his  Men,  and  attacked 
Ifaa.c  fo  furiouily,  that  he  was  forced 
to  abandon  the  Shore.  The  King  of 
England  purfuing  this  Advantage, 
with  Eafe  made  himfelf  Maker  of 
the  City  of  Limijfo ;  and  foon  after 
IJaac  and  his  only  Daughter  were 
made  Prifoners.  He  entreated  King 
Richard  not  to  put  him  in  Irons, 
who  granted  his  Requeft  fo  far,  that 
in  {lead  of  Irons  he  ordered  him  to 
be  bound  with  filver  Fetters.  The 
Conquefl  of  the  whole  Ifland  foon 
followed,  which  Richard  gave  fome 
Time  after  to  Guy  of  LuJignan,  the 
laft  King  of  JeruJalcm,  whofe  Fa¬ 
mily  enjoyed  it  near  200  Years.  Be¬ 
fore  Richard  left  Cyprus,  he  confum- 
mated  his  Marriage  with  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  Berenguella. 
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Whilft  the  King  was  making 
himfelf  famous  by  thefe  great  Ac¬ 
tions  abroad,  Longchamp  the  Regent 
abufed  his  Power  at  home  to  iuch 
a  Degree,  that  his  Collegue  the  Bi- 
ihop  of  Durham ,  and  the  fix  Coun- 
fellors  the  King  had  appointed  to  af- 
fift  them,  complained  to  Prince  John, 
and  got  him  to  join  with  them  in 
order  to  depofe  him  ;  which  they 
effefted,  and  conferred  the  Regency 
on  the  Archbilhop  of  Roan,  till  the 
King’s  Pleafure  Ihould  be  known. 
John  was  glad  of  this  Opportunity 
of  having  a  Hand  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion,  and  improved  it  fo  as  to  make 
a  ftrong  Party  for  the  Crown,  in 
cafe  his  Brother  died  during  his  Ex¬ 
pedition,  in  Prejudice  of  his  Nephew 
Arthur,  Duke  of  Bretaign,  Son  to 
his  elder  Brother  Geoffrey. 

To  return  to  the  Affairs  of  Pale- 
ftine.  Aeon  or  Ptolemais  had  been 
befieged  by  fome  Chrillian  Princes  a 
whole  Year.  When  Philip  of  France 
arrived,  he  continued  the  Siege,  but 
with  little  Succefs.  King  Richard 
arriving  afterwards,  carried  it  on  fo 
vigoroufly,  that  in  fpite  of  all  the 
Attempts  of  the  Sultan  Saladin  to 
raife  it,  the  City  at  length  furren- 
dered  upon  Articles,  July  12,  1191. 
And  now  the  Chrillian  Army  ex- 
pefted  to  march  towards  Jerufalem, 
but  the  D’ffention  between  the  two 
Kings,  which  broke’  out  afrelh,  oc- 
cafioned  chiefly  by  Philip’s  envying 
Richard's  Glory,  and  the  Superiori¬ 
ty  he  had  obtained  by  the  Number 
and  gcod  Condition  of  his  Troops, 
and  his  perfonal  Valour,  proved  an 
Obftacle  to  the  Defign.  And  Philip 
finding  hirnfelf  very  weak  after  a 
violent  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  and  being 
impatient  to  go  and  take  Poffeflion 
of  Artois,  which  was  fallen  to  him 
by  the  Death  of  the  Earl  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  quitted  Palejiim  and  returned 
heme,  leaving  ic,ooo  of  his  Men 
under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy.  Soon  after  his  Depar¬ 
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ture,  Richard  and  Saladin  exhibited 
a  Spectacle  of  Horror,  by  putting 
the  Prifoners  to  Death,  each  had  in 
his  Power,  which  were  fome  Thou- 
fands.  This  was  occafioned  by  Sa- 
ladin’s  refufing  to  perform  the  Arti¬ 
cles  of  the  Surrender  of  Aeon,  upon 
which  Richard  is  thought  to  have  be¬ 
gun  with  beheading  the  Furkifh  Pri¬ 
foners,  and  Saladin,  by  way  of  Re- 
prifal,  did  the  fame  by  his  Chrijlian 
Captives.  Such  Inftances  of  Barba¬ 
rity  are  rarely  to  be  found  in  Hiftory, 
and  whether  they  can  be  juflified  by 
the  Laws  of  War,  or  the  Law  of  Re¬ 
taliation,  I  lhall  not  take  upon  me 
to  determine. 

After  this,  Richard  refolved  to 
befiege  Afcalon ;  and  as  he  was 
marching  towards  it  with  that  De¬ 
fign,  Saladin  polled  himfelf  advan- 
tageoufly  in  the  Way,  with  an  Ar¬ 
my  of  300,000  Men.  Here  a  great 
Battle  enfued,  which  was  fought  on 
Sept.  7,  1 1 9 1 .  Richard  attacked  the 
Saracens,  io  much  luperior  to  him 
in  Number,  with  fuch  undaunted 
Valour  and  Refolution,  that  he  in 
the  End  entirely  defeated  them, 
leaving  40,000  dead  on  the  Field 
of  Battle.  After  which  he  repaired 
the  maritime  Cities  of  Afcalon,  Jop¬ 
pa,  and  CaJarea,  which  Saladin  had 
abandoned  after  having  demolilhed 
tneir  Walls.  Then  he  marched  to¬ 
wards  Jerufalem,  and  in  his  Way 
took  the  great  Babylon  ‘Caravan, 
confining  of  3000  loaded  Camel?, 
and  4000  Horfes  or  Mules,  and 
guarded  by  1 0,000  Horfe.  By  this 
means  he  made  himfelf  Mailer  of 
an  inellimable  Booty.  After  which 
he  continued  his  March  towards  Je¬ 
rufalem,  and  from  a  Hill  had  a  Pro- 
fpecl  of  the  City:  But  Want  of  Fo¬ 
rage  obliged  him  to  put  off  the 
Siege.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
Duke  of  AuJlria  with  the  Germans, 
and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  with  the 
Frenth,  deierted  him,  and  the  Italian 
Troops  under  the  Marquis  of  \Iont- 
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Jerrai  refufed  to  ferve  any  longer. 
Thefe  '!  hings,  together  with  the 
Diminifbing  of  his  own  Troops  by 
Sicknefs  and  Battles,  the  Fear  of 
Philip’ s  attacking  his  Dominions  in 
his  Abfence,  and  the  News  of  what 
his  Brother  ’John  was  doing  in  Eng¬ 
land,  made  Richard  refolve  to  re¬ 
turn  home.  But  before  his  Depar¬ 
ture  he  cauied  Henry,  Earl  of  Cham¬ 
paign ,  to  be  elefted  General  of  the 
Forces  that  were  to  be  left  behind 
in  Palejiine,  and  concluded  a  Treaty 
with  Saladin  for  three  Years.  Thus 
ended  this  famous  Crujade,  which 
drained  England  and  France  of  Men 
and  Money,  and  after  all  proved  of 
but  very  little  Advantage  to  the 
Eajlern  Chrijlians. 

Richard  embarked  for  England  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  the  Year  1192, 
and  meeting  with  a  Storm,  was  forced 
■on  the  Coaft  of  IJlria,  and  from 
thence  between  Aquileia  and  Venice. 
Whether  by  Miitake  or  otherwife, 

'  he  entered  the  Territories  of  the 
Duke  of  Aujiria,  whom  he  had  af¬ 
fronted  at  the  Siege  of  Aeon,  and 
took  the  Road  to  Vienna.  Though 
he  travelled  in  the  Difguife  of  a  Pil¬ 
grim,  as  did  alio  h;s  Attendants,  he 
was  however  ft  laft  accidentally  dif- 
covered  to  the  Duke  of  Aujiria,  and 
feized  at  a  Village  near  Vienna.  The 
Emperor  Henry  VI.  demanded  this 
Royal  Prifoner  of  the  Duke,  who' de¬ 
livered  him  up,  upon  Affurance  given 
him  that  he  fhould  have  a  good  Share 
in  his  Ranfom.  The  News  of  the 
King’s  Imprifonment  quickly  reached 
England,  and  caufed  the  greateft  Con- 
fternation  among  his  Friends,  whilft 
Prince  John  took  this  Opportunity 
to  .endeavour  to  wreil  the  Crown 
from  his  Brother,  but  was  prevented 
by  the  Diligence  of  the  Queen  his 
Mother  and  the  Barons,  who  pre- 
ferved  their  Fidelity  to  their  impri- 
foned  Sovereign.  Finding  he  could 
not  make  a  lufficient  Party  in  Eng¬ 
land,  he  went  over  to  Normandy, 


and  failing  alfo  in  his  Attempts 
there,  he  applied  to  the  King  of 
France ,  and  made  a  Treaty  with 
him.  Philip,  glad  of  any  Pretence 
to  embroil  Richard's  Affairs,  refolved 
to  feize  on  the  Provinces  he  held  in 
France.  He  made  himfelf  Mailer  of 
Gijors,  Eureux,  and  the  Country  of 
the  Vexin ,  and  laid  fiege  to  Roan ; 
but  he  failed  in  this  laft  Attempt, 
being  repulfed  with  great  Lofs,  and 
forced  to  abandon  the  Siege. 

In  the  mean  Time  Queen  Eleanor 
left  no  Stone  unturned  to  procure 
the  Liberty  of  the  King  her  Son, 
whilft  Philip  and  John  did  all  they 
could  to  prevail  with  the  Emperor 
to  keep  him  flill  a  Prifoner.  Elea¬ 
nor  at  laft  had  her  Deftre,  chief¬ 
ly  by  Means  of  the  German  Princes, 
who  vigoroufly  efpoufed  the  Caufe 
of  the  unfortunate  King  before  the 
Emperor ;  and  fo  Richard  was  fet  at 
Liberty,  upon  paying  down  100.000 
Marks  of  pure  Silver,  which  the 
Queen  his  Mother  raifed  in  England 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  giving  Hof- 
tages  for  the  Payment  of  50,000 
more.  The  King  was  no  fooner  re¬ 
leafed,  but  he  fet  out  with  all  Speed 
for  the  Lew  Countries,  and  embark¬ 
ing  at  Antwerp,  arrived  at  Sandwich 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1194,  after 
having  been  abfent  from  England 
four  Years,  of  which  he  had  been 
fifteen  Mouths  a  Prifoner. 

Richard  was  received  with  great 
Demonftrations  of  Joy  by  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  but  he  did  not  make  any  long  ! 
Stay  in  England.  For  having  re¬ 
duced  the  few  Cailles  that  were  flill 
in  the  Hands  of  John’s  Adherents, 
and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned  a! 
fecond  Time,  he  paffed  over  into 
France  with  a  confiderable  Army, 
to  be  revenged  on  Philip  for  his  late 
Infults,  and  for  encouraging  the  Re¬ 
bellion  cf  his  Brother  John.  At  the 
Inftances  of  his  Mother,  he  was  re¬ 
conciled  to  Prince  John  at  Roan,  up¬ 
on  his  making  his  Submiftion  :  But 
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a  War  commenced  between  the  two 
Kings,  the  Particulars  of  which  are 
but  of  fmall  Moment,  neither  of 
them  gaining  much  Advantage  over 
the  other,  it  lafled  five  Years,  be¬ 
ing  often  interrupted  by  Truces, 
which  were  as  often  broke  on  both 
Sides ;  but  at  laft  it  ended  in  a  Truce 
for  five  Years,  wherein  it  was  agreed, 
that  each  Party  fhould  remain  in 
Pofieflion  of  what  he  held  at  that 
Time. 

Whillt  Richard  was  in  France,  a 
great  Sedition  was  raifed  in  London , 
by  one  William  Fitz-OJborn,  com¬ 
monly  called  Longbeard,  on  Accofint 
of  a  Tax,  which  he  alledged  would 
fall  wholly  ou  the  Poor,  with  whom 
he  had  gained  great  Credit  by  af¬ 
fecting  always  to  appear  an  Advo¬ 
cate  for  them.  The  Tumult  could 
not  be  appeafed  without  the  chief 
Citizens  taking  to  Arms.  In  the 
End  Longbeard  was  taken  and  hanged, 
with  nine  of  his  Accomplices. 

About  this  Time  lived  the  famous 
Robin  Hood,  with  his  AfTociate  Little 
: John ,  who  with  their  Gang  are  faid 
to  have  infefted  Yorkjhire  with  their 
Robberies.  Some  fay  he  was  of  no¬ 
ble  Defcent,  and  was  reduced  to 
thefe  Courfes  by  his  Riot  and  Ex¬ 
travagance.  He  never  hurt  any  Per- 
■  fon,  robbed  only  the  Rich,  and  fpared 
the  Poor.  A  Proclamation  being 
iffued  agamft  him,  he  fell  fick  at  the 
Nunnery  of  Berkely,  and  deliring  to 
be  let  Blood,  was  betrayed  and  bled 
to  Death. 

Richard,  after  the  Truce  he  had 
i  made  with  France,  might  have  en¬ 
joyed  fome  Repofe  after  his  many 
Fatigues,  if  his  Avarice  had  not 
put  him  upon  an  ACtion,  which  oc- 
eafioned  his  Death.  A  Gentleman 
of  Limojln,  which  was  held  of  the 
Duchy  of  Guienne ,  having  found  a 
d  real  u  re  that  had  been  hid  for  fome 
Ages  in  the  Grounds,  Richard  pie- 
tended  it  belonged  to  him,  as  Sove¬ 
reign  of  the  Country.  The  Gen  • 


tleman  would  have  given  him  a  Part, 
but  finding  the  King  was  refolved  to 
have  the  Whole,  he  applied  for  Pro¬ 
tection  to  Vidomar,  Vifcount  of  Li¬ 
moges,  who  fheltered  him  in  the  Ca¬ 
ttle  of  Chaluz.  Ho-veden  fays  it  was 
Vidomar  himfelf  who  found  the 
Treafure  in  his  own  Eltate.  Be  that 
as  it  will,  Richard  marched  into  the 
Li'mojin,  to  lay  fiege  to  the  Caflle. 
But  as  he  was  taking  a  Turn  round 
it  in  order  to  view  it,  one  Bertram 
an  Archer  let  fly  an  Arrow  at  him 
from  the  Walls,  which  fnot  him  in 
the  Shoulder  clofe  to  his  Neck. 
The  Wound,  under  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  an  unfkilful  Surgeon,  gan- 
greened,  fo  that  he  died  of  it  eleven 
Days  after  he  received  it,  viz.  on 
the  6th  of  April,  1199.  The  Caftle 
being  taken  before  he  died,  and  the 
Perfon  who  fhot  him  brought  before 
him,  he  afked  him  why  he  did  it. 
The  Man  boldly  replied,  it  was  to 
revenge  the  Death  of  his  Father  and 
Brother  whom  the  King  had  ilain, 
and  that  he  was  glad  he  had  rid  the 
World  of  one  who  had  do  ,e  fo  much 
Mifch  ef.  The  dying  King  forgave 
him,  and  ordered  him  his  Liberty 
with  a  prefent  of  100  Shillings. 
But  as  foon  as  the  King  was  dead, 
Marchad,  General  of  the  Flemings, 
caufed  the  miierable  Man  to  be  Head 
alive. 

Thus  fell  King  Richard,  in  the 
10th  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  forty- 
third  of  his  Age.  Before  he  died 
he  made  his  Will,  leaving  his  King¬ 
dom  and  his  other  Dominions  to  his 
Brother  John,  and  ordered  his  Bo¬ 
dy  to  be  buried  at  Fonte-uerard,  at 
the  Feet  of  the  King  his  Father,  to 
teilify  his  Grief  for  his  undutifui 
Behaviour  towards  him.  He  left 
only  a  natural  Son,  vvhofe  Name 
was  Philip,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
Lordfhip  of  Cognac  in  the  Duchy  of 
Guienne. 

He  was  certainly  a  Prince  of  an 
intrepid  and  dauntlefs  Spiiit,  of  un- 
queftionable 
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queftionable  Valour  and  Courage, 
whence  he  was  furnamed  Coeur  de 
Lion,  or  Lion’s  Heart.  It  approached 
indeed  too  near  to  a  certain  brutifh 
Fiercenefs,  and  if  he  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  this,  we  are  at  a  Lofs 
for  any  other  Topick  of  Praife.  If 
thofe  who  have  writ  his  Life  have 
not  mifreprefented  him,  Pride ,  Ava¬ 
rice  and  Luft  were  his  reigning  Vi¬ 
ces.  It  is  faid  that  a  certain  Pried; 
once  took  the  Freedom  to  admonifh 
him  to  put  off  thefe  ill  Qualities, 
which  were  ufually  called  his  three 
Daughters.  The  King  told  him  he 
had  been  thinking  to  do  fo,  and 
would  give  the  firft  to  the  Templars, 
the  fecond  to  the  Monks,  and  the 
third  to  the  Bijhops.  He  impofed 
exorbitant  Taxes  on  his  Subjects, 
and  extorted  large  Sums  from  them 
by  unjuftifiable  Methods.  During 
his  whole  Reign,  he  never  was  a- 
bove  eight  Months  in  England ,  which 


doubtlefs  was  unhappy  under  his  Go¬ 
vernment.  But  the  People  thought 
the  Renown  their  King  gained  in  his 
Wars  redounded  to  the  Honour  of 
the  Nation,  and  fo  they  were  well 
enough  pleafed. 

Richard  was  the  firft  King  of 
England  who  bore  three  Lions  paf- 
fant  in  his  Arms.  He  ordered  that 
Weights  and  Meafures  fhould  be  the 
fame  all  over  the  Kingdom.  In  his 
Reign  the  City  of  London  began  to 
affume  a  new  Form,  with  refpedt  to 
its  Government,  to  have  a  May  or,  and 
to  be  divided  into  feveral  Corporati¬ 
ons  or  Societies,  now  termed  Compa¬ 
nies.  Henry  Fitz  Alwin  was  the  firft 
Mayor,  who  continued  in  that  Of¬ 
fice  four-and-twenty  Years.  William 
of  Newbury,  fo  called  from  a  Mo- 
naftery  in  Yorkjbire,  of  which  he 
was  a  Member,  wrote  his  Hiftory  of 
England  about  this  Time. 
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HOUGH  King  Richard 
had  by  his  Will  given  ail 
his  Dominions  to  his  Bro¬ 
ther  'John ,  he  did  not  fucceed  to  them 
without  home  Trouble,  and  a  good 
deal  of  Art  and  Management.  Be- 
fides  that  the  lait  Will  of  a  Prince 
is  but  of  little  Weight,  if  the  Inte- 
reft  or  Spirit  of  the  People  runs  a- 
gainft  it,  Prince  John  had  a  Nephew 
who  was  his  Competitor,  and  had  as 
good,  if  not  a  better  Tide  than  him- 
ielf,  namely  Arthur ,  Duke  of  Bre- 
taign.  Son  to  his  elder  Brother  Geoffrey. 
As  to  England  indeed  there  appears  to 
have  been  no  Regulation  with  regard 
to  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  fince 
the  Borman  Conquelt,  and  fo  Johns 
Title  might  be  as  good  as  Arthur's, 
befides  his  having  his  Brother’s  Will 
on  his  Side  :  But  in  the  foreign  Pro¬ 
vinces  poileffed  by  the  Englijh,  the 
Right  of  Succefiion  in  the  diredt 
Line  was  generally  received.  As 
here  therefore  the  greatefi  Difficulty 
TV,  John  ftaid  in  France,  where  he 
vras  when  his  Brother  died,  to  get 
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himfelf  efiablilhed  in  thole  Proving 
ces ;  whilft  his  Friends  took  Care  of 
his  Intereil  in  England.  Thele  were 
his  Mother  Queen  Eleanor,  (who  ap¬ 
prehended,  if  her  Grandfon  Arthur 
afcended  the  Throne,  his  Mother 
Conjlance  would  have  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Affairs  during  his  Mi¬ 
nority,  he  being  then  but  13  Years 
old)  Hubert,  Archbiihop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  William  Marjhal,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  the  Chief 
Jujticiary,  who  had  great  Power 
during  the  Interregnum  ;  as  Queen 
Eleanor  was  very  much  beloved  by 
the  People,  the  Archbiihop  was  at 
the  Head  of  the  Clergy,  and  Mar¬ 
jhal  was  a  Lord  of  difUnguifhed 
Worth.  Thefe  four  Perfons  ferved 
Prince  John  fo  effectually,  that  they 
firft  brought  over  the  Magifirates  of 
the  Cities  and  Towns  to  their  Side, 
and  by  their  Means  th e.  People.  Which 
done,  they  fumrnoned  the  lejTer  No¬ 
bility  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
to  John,  who  generally  complied, 
perceiving  the  Bent  of  the  People. 

Then 
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Then  the  Bifhcps  and  Barons  were 
fummoned  to  take  the  fame  Oath  : 
But  thefe  were  not  fo  ealily  mana¬ 
ged.  They  did  not  think  it  expe¬ 
dient  absolutely  to  refufe  taking  the 
Oath,  but  under  Pretence  of  ex¬ 
amining  into  the  Laws  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  they  demanded  further  Time, 
and  prefently  began  to  fortify  their 
Caftles.  This alarmedyfl/Lfs  Friends, 
upon  which  they  convened  an  Affetn- 
bly-General  at  Northampton,  where 
theypromifed,  in  that  Prince’s  Name, 
that  he  would  fully  reftore  all  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Nobles 
and  People.  By  this,  and  other 
Promifes  of  a  more  private  Nature 
to  thofe  who  were  molt  oppofite,  all 
the  Lords  were  at  laid  prevailed  upon 
to  fwear  Allegiance  to  him  ;  ana  lo 
John  was  fecure  of  the  Crown  before 
ne  came  over  to  England. 

In  France  Things  did  not  go  on 
quite  fo  fuccefsfully.  The  Preten- 
fions  of  young  Arthur,  the  Appre¬ 
hension  of  his  being  favoured  by  the 
King  of  France,  and  the  general 
good  Difpcfition  of  the  People  to¬ 
wards  him,  created  John  a  great 
deal  of  Trouble.  All  the  Lords  of 
Poidlou,  'Tourain,  Main,  and  Anjou , 
had  refolved  to  acknowledge  Arthur 
for  their  Sovereign  ;  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  or  Angers  had  already  deli¬ 
vered  up  that  Place  to  him.  How¬ 
ever,  John  having  prevailed  on  the 
Governor  of  Cbinon  to  put  into  his 
Hands  the  Treafure  of  the  late 
King  his  Brother,  which  was  depo- 
lited  in  the  Caftle  there,  he  ordered 
Matters  fo  as  to  fecure  the  chief 
Lords  of  Normandy,  and  having 
railed  an  Army,  by  the  Help  of  the 
fame  Money,  he  beneged  and  took 
Mans :  And  to  ltr  ke  a  Terror  into 
the  Normans,  he  ordered  the  Walls 
tr  be  razed,  and  the  Burghers  to  be 
imprisoned.  This  had  Inch  an  Af¬ 
fect,  that  the  Normans,  however 
they  were  inclined  to  Arthur,  thought 
it  the  vvileit  Way  to  fubmit  to  his 


Uncle  :  Which  as  foon  as  they  hac 
refolved  on,  John  came  to  Roan,  anc 
was  crowned  Duke  of  Normandy. 

John  having  thus  lecured  Norman 
dy,  thought  it  not  advifeable  to  defe: 
his  coming  over  to  England  till  h< 
Ihould  have  reduced  the  other  Pro 
vinces.  Accordingly  he  landed  a 
Sborcbam,  on  the  25  th  of  May,  cam< 
to  London  the  next  Day,  and  wa: 
crowned  on  the  28th,  being  thei 
32  Years  of  Age.  As  no  Princ< 
was  ever  more  delirous  of  a  Crown 
fo  none  wore  it  with  more  Dilho 
nour,  or  found  it  attended  wit! 
greater  Trouble  and  Vexation.  Hi: 
whole  Reign  was  nothing  but  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  Misfortunes :  And  Philip  ol 
France,  Pope  Innocent  III.  and  hi: 
own  Barons,  in  their  Turns,  cutoul 
fo  much  Work  for  him,  as  rendered 
him  unhappy  as  long  as  he  liveJ. 

Prince  Arthur  s  Mother  defpairing 
of  being  able  to  withiland  John , 
who,  ihe  plainly  perceived,  defigned 
to  feize  upon  all  the  Provinces  hi: 
Father  and  Brother  had  been  pof 
felfed  of,  put  herfelf  and  Son  undei 
the  Protection  of  the  King  of  France, 
and  delivered  to  him  the  principal 
Places  of  Bretaign,  Eourain,  Pou- 
tou,  Anjou,  and  Main,  to  hold  them 
in  the  Name  of  Arthur.  Philip  was 
well  pleafed  with  this  Incident,  as 
thinking  he  fhould  by  this  Mean; 
have  an  Opportunity  of  recovering 
the  Provinces  the  Englijh  were  pop 
fefted  of  in  France.  Under  Pretence 
of  acting  for  Arthur,  he  had  alread) 
broke  the  live  Years  Truce  he  hac 
concluded  with  Richard,  and  madi 
himfelf  Mailer  of  certain  Places,. 
Upon  this  King  John  haftened  int< 
Normandy,  and  drew  together  a  nut; 
merous  Army  to  oppofe  Philip  ;  \vh<  - 
being  furprized  at  this  great  Arm  a 
ment,  craftily  drew  John  into  ; 
Truce  of  50  Days,  whereby  he  im 
prudently  loft  the  Advantage  h< 
might  have  taken,  and  Philip  hac 
Time  to  make  further  Preparations 
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So  when  the  two  Monarchs  had  an 
'  Interview  before  the  Expiration  of 
the  Truce,  in  order  to  bring  Mat- 
.  ters  to  an  Accommodation,  Philip 
I  talked  fo  big,  and  made  fuch  large 
Demands,  that  the  Conference  came 
to  nothing,  and  Hohilities  com¬ 
menced  on  both  Sides.  Philip  foon 
made  himfelf  Maher  of  feveral  Places 
m  Bretaign,  which  had  Tided  with 
John,  particularly  of  the  Cable  of 
Baiun ,  which  he  ordered  to  be  de- 
molifhed  as  foon  as  taken.  He  then 
laid  Siege  to  Levcardin  ;  but  upon 
John’s  Approach  at  the  Head  of  his 
Army,  he  retired  into  Main,  and 
loon  after  was  forced  to  retreat  into 
his  own  Dominions. 

IVilliam  de  la  Roche,  Governor  of 
the  young  Duke  of  Bretaign ,  per¬ 
ceiving  by  Philip’s  Ccndudl,  that  he 
only  made  ule  of  that  Prince  for  a 
Pretence  to  carry  on  his  own  am¬ 
bitious  Views,  had  removed  him  and 
his  Mother  from  the  French  Court, 
and  condufted  them  to  King  John, 
to  whom  he  had  reconciled  them. 
"But  lome  Sulpicions  being  raifed  in 
their  Minds,  whether  with  or  with¬ 
out  Foundation,  that  the  King  had 
a  Dehgn  aga  nil  their  Lives,  they 
both  withdrew  privately  from  his 
Court,  and  put  themselves  again  un¬ 
der  the  Protection  of  the  King  of 
France ;  who  by  this  Means  had  a 
plaufible  Pretence  to  carry  on  the 
War  :  But  John  having  llrengthened 
himfelf  by  an  Alliance  with  the  Em¬ 
peror  Otho  his  Nephew,  whilii  the 
Earl  ot  Flanders  likewile  declared 
for  him,  and  all  Guienne  came  ever 
to  his  Side,  the  French  King  think- 
ing  he  could  get  nothing  by  the 
War,  employed  the  Cardinal  of  Capua 
to  offer  John  Propofals  of  Peace ; 
which  he  impciitickly  lihened  to  and 
accepted,  though  he  had  the  highelt 
Probability  of  gaining  great  Advan¬ 
tages  by  the  War.  Philip,  by  this 
1  reaty,  obliged  himfelf  to  give  no 
Affihance  to  Duke  Arthur,  and  to 


rehore  to  John  all  he  had  takert 
from  the  Englijh  fmee  Richard’s 
Death;  and  John  piotnifed  to  pay 
30,000  Marks  of  Silver  for  the 
Dowry  of  Blanche  of  Cajlile  hi3 
Niece,  whom  Lews  the  Son  of  Pbi- 
lip  was  to  marry,  and  not  to  aflift, 
direclly  or  indirectly,  the  Emperor 
his  Nephew,  who  was  at  War  with 
France. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Bretaien  was 
deferted  by  the  King  of  France,  tho' 
he  hill  chofe  to  remain  at  the  French 
Court;  and  Kin g  John  taking  this 
Advantage,  difpoll'ehed  him  of  all 
the  Provinces  that  had  acknowledged 
himf  for  their  Sovereign  ;  except  Bre¬ 
taign,  which  was  his  own  beiore  King 
Richard’s  Death  4 

This  profpercus  State  of  King 
John’s  Attairs  was  of  but  very  ihort 
Duration.  An  imprudent  Step  of 
his  own  gave  the  King  of  France  a 
frefh  Opportunity  of  afting  againft 
him,  which  he  was  glad  to  lay  hold 
of.  This  was  his  marrying  Ifa'oella 
of  Angoulefme,  who  had  been  be¬ 
trothed  to  Hugh  Earl  of  Marche . 
His  Pahion  was  lo  great  for  her, 
that  in  order  to  make  her  his  Wife, 
he  divorced  Avifa  of  GloUceJler  un¬ 
der  Pretence  of  Coufanguinity,  and 
made  no  Scruple  of  breaking  through 
the  Engagement  between  Ijahelia  and 
the  Earl  of  Marche ;  which  in  the 
End  occahoned  the  Ruin  of  his  Af¬ 
fairs  in  France,  as  we  ihail  foon  fee. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Englijh 
looked  upon  the  late  Treaty  with 
France  as  very  dilhonourable.  It 
gave  them  a  mean  Opinion  of  their 
King,  that  he  Ihould  in  fo  cowardly 
a  Manner  purchale  a  Peace,  when 
he  had  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity 
ol  carrying  cn  the  War  with  Ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  upon  his  Return  to 
England,  when  he  demanded  a  Sub- 
hdy  of  three  Shillings  upon  every 
Hide  of  Laud  for  the  Payment  of 
the  Dowry  of  Blanche  of  Cajlile,  it 
was  not  lubmitted  to  without  much 
I  Dilkonteut,. 
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Difccntent,  and  great  Murmuring 
among  the  People,  who  could  not 
conceive  what  England  had  to  do 
with  the  Dowry  of  a  Spanijb  Prin- 
cefs,  to  be  married  to  a  Prince  of 
France.  Soon  after  the  Levying  of 
this  Tax,  the  King  was  crowned  a 
fecond  Time,  together  with  his  new 
Queen. 

Tot  long  after,  King  John  had 
an  Interview  with  the  King  of  Scot¬ 
land  at  Lincoln,  and  received  his 
Homage;  but  whether  for  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Scotland  or  not,  is  un¬ 
certain.  Whiill  they  were  there,  the 
Body  of  Hugh  Biihop  of  Lincoln,  re¬ 
puted  a  Saint,  being  brought  from 
London  to  be  interred,  they  both 
went  out  to  meet  it,  and  taking  the 
Cofhn  on  their  Shoulders,  bore  it  for 
feme  Time.  But  r.otwithftanding 
this  and  other  Marks  of  Refpect 
fhewn  to  the  Clergy,  King  John  s 
Nomination  of  a  Pe.fon  to  the  va¬ 
cant  See  of  Lincoln  was  rejefted  with 
the  utmoft  Contempt  by  the  Canons 
of  that  Church ;  which  was  owing 
to  Innocent  HI.  the  then  Pone’s  re- 
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folving  by  all  Methods  to  prevent 
Princes  having  any  Thing  to  do  with 
the  Election  of  Bifhops  and  Abbots. 
It  was  owing  to  the  fame  Pipe’s 
Schemes  for  wrefting  out  of  the 
Hands  of  Princes  ali  Manner  of  Ju¬ 
risdiction  over  the  Church,  that  Hu¬ 
bert  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  tho’ 
before  a  great  Stickkr  fer  John,  con¬ 
vened  a  Synod  without  the  King’s 
Leave,  ar.d  continued  it  fitting  not- 
withftanding  his  exprefs  Prohibition. 
This,  and  the  Archbifhop’s  endea¬ 
vouring  to  vie  with  the  King  in 
Magnificence,  was  a  great  Mortifi¬ 
cation  to  him  ;  but  his  Dread  of  the 
Clergy  made  him  fhew  his  Re.ent- 
ment  no  farther  than  by  caufing  him- 
fe.r  to  be  crowned  a  third  '1  ime  at 
Canterbury,  purely  to  put  the  Arch¬ 
bifhop  to  an  extraordinary  Expei.ce. 

The  Lung’s  ill  Government  at 
home,  as  well  as  the  bad  Manage- 
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merit  of  his  Affairs  abroad,  caufed 
great  Difcontents  among  his  Sub¬ 
jects.  He  ufurped  fuch  an  abfolute 
Power,  as  made  them  apprehenfive 
that  their  Liberties  were  in  Danger. 
This  alarmed  the  Nobility,  and  put 
them  upon  forming  Schemes  to  op- 
poie  his  arbitrary  Proceedings.  Their 
Difguft  firit  Jhsw.ed  itfelf  cn  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Occafion.  The  Pricier  ins 
having  revolted,  the  King  fummoned 
the  Barons  to  attend  him  at  PortJ- 
meuih,  in  order  to  pafs  over  with  him 
into  France.  But  the  Barons,  who 
afiemb’ed  at  Leiceficr,  refufec  to  go 
over  with  him,  uniefs  he  wduld  firfl 
rei lore  them  to  their  Privileges,  as 
he  had  promifed  before  his  Corona¬ 
tion.  The  King,  inflead  of  giving 
them  any  Satisfaction,  began  to  take 
violent  Meafures  againft  them,  and 
they  not  being  fufheientiy  prepared 
for  their  Defence,  at  lafl  fubmitted, 
and  came  to  the  King  at  Portfmoutb  ; 
but  when  they  were  come,  he  dif- 
penfed  with  their  Attendance,  upon 
their  paying  him  tv.o  Marks  of  Sil¬ 
ver  for  every  Knight’s  Fee.  How¬ 
ever,  this  Difcontent  of  the  Barons, 
which  was  every  Day  increafed  by 
the  King’s  iii  Conduct,  broke  out  at 
lafl  into  a  furious  and  blocdy  Civil 
War. 

'John  having  fent  the  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke  with  fome  Troops  into  Nor-’ 
rnandy,  in  a  little  Time  went  thither 
himielf,  and  fhortly  after  had  an 
Interview  whth  the  King  of  Francs, 
who  treated  him  with  all  the  Marks 
of  Relpeet  and  Friendfhip.  And  at 
the  fame  Time  the  late  Treaty  be¬ 
tween  them  was  renewed  and  con¬ 
firmed.  But  ail  this  wa  aefigned  to 
draw  "John  into  a  Snaie,  for  Philip 
was  all  this  while  conniving  how  to 
ft  rip  him  or  hi  s  Dominions  in  France, 
and  made  ufe  of  the  Earl  of  March-.  , 
whom  John  had  injured  by  his  late 
Marr  age,  as  an  Inilrument  to  pave 
t.ie  Way  to  what  he  intended.  The 
Earl  wa-  caiily  fibred  up  to  Revenge 
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for  the  Affront  that  had  been  put 
upon  him,  and  having  the  Promife  of 
a  powerful  Afliftance  from  Philip, 
his  Refentment  foon  broke  out  into 
A&ion  ;  in  which  he  was  joined  by 
Arthur,  who  was  now  made  to  hope, 
that  he  Ihould  foon  recover  the  Ter¬ 
ritories  his  Uncle  bad  deprived  him 
of.  And  now  every  Thing  being 
ripe  for  Philip  to  put  his  Defigns  in 
Execution,  he  required  John  to  de¬ 
liver  up  to  Arthur  all  the  Provinces 
he  held  in  France,  and  demanded 
Satisfaction  for  the  Earl  of  Marche  ; 
and  upon  his  Refufal,  fummoned  him 
to  appear  before  his  Court  of  Peers ; 
which  John  filfo  refufing  to  do,  Phi¬ 
lip  hereupon  invaded  Normandy,  and 
made  himfelf  Mafter  of  feveral  Pla¬ 
ces.  And  having  given  his  elded 
"Daughter  Mary  in  Marriage  to  Ar¬ 
thur,  he  fent  him  with  home  Troops 
:o  head  the  revolted  Poiftevins ;  who 
beinginformed  thathis  Grandmother, 
Queen  Eleanor,  was  at  Mirabel  with 
i  fmall  Garrifon,  marched  directly 
thither,  and  foon  became  Maiter  of 
he  Town.  But  finding  it  difficult  to 
take  the  Cattle,  whither  Eleanor  had 
retired,  with  his  fmall  Number  of 
Forces,  he  called  in  the  Earl  of 
Marche  to  his  Affiltance.  King  John 
having  Intelligence  of  this,  marched 
with  all  Expedition  to  the  Relief  of 
the  Caftle,  and  coming  near  them 
before  they  had  made  much  Progrefs 
in  the  Siege,  they  refolved  to  go  and 
give  him  Battle,  which  proved  fatal 
to  them  The  Poitlc-vin  Troops 
were  routed  at  the  firlt  Onfet,  with 
1  terrible  Slaughter  ;  and  Prince  Ar¬ 
thur,  the  Earl  of  Marche,  and  200 
Knights,  were  taken  Prifoners. 

This  Vi&ory  might  have  been  of 
great  Advantage  to  “John,  if  he  had 
made  a  right  Ufe  of  it ;  but  h  s  Ma¬ 
nagement  after  it,  did  him  fo  much 
Harm,  and  brought  fuch  an  Odium 
upon  him,  that  he  had  much  better 
have  been  without  it.  He  fent  his 
Nephew  Arthur  to  Falaife,  and  there 


endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  re- 
linquilh  the  King  of  France,  and  to 
put  himfflf  under  his  Protection  : 
But  Arthur-,  unpraftiied  in  Dilfimu- 
lation,  not  confidering  that  he  was 
at  his  Mercy,  was  fo  far  from  feem- 
ing  to  be  prevailed  upon,  that  he 
.even  upbraided  his  Uncle  with  ufurp- 
ing  the  Crown  of  England,  as  well 
as  the  French  Provinces,  and  threat¬ 
ened,  that  to  the  lail  Moment  of  his 
Life  he  would  feek  all  Occafions 
to  be  revenged.  Upon  this,  John 
ordered  him  to  be  carried  to  Roan , 
and  confined  in  the  New  Tower } 
where  fome  fay  the  King  ordered  his 
Eyes  to  be  put  out,  but  was  difap- 
pointed  by  thofe.who  were  to  execute 
this  cruel  Defign.  However  that  be, 
he  had  not  been  long  at  Roan  but 
he  difappeared  on  a  fudden,  and  it 
was  never  certainly  known  what  be¬ 
came  of  him  ;  but  the  general  O- 
pinion  was,  that  he  was  murdered 
by  the  Orders  of  the  King  his  Uncle  j 
which  Opinion  feems  to  be  but  too 
well  founded. 

Prefently  after  the  Death  of  Ar¬ 
thur,  King  John  returned  into  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was  crowned  a  fourth 
Time:  And  then  returning  to  Nor¬ 
mandy,  he  found  the  Report  of  Ar¬ 
thur's  Murder  was  every  where  fpread 
to  his  great  Infamy  and  Diiadvan-* 
tage.  Nothing  could  give  the  King 
of  France  a  better  Pretence  for  ac- 
complifhing  all  his  Defigns  againft 
him.  The  Bretaigns  complained  of 
the  barbarous  Murder  of  their  Duke, 
alledged  it  mult  be  perpetrated  by 
John's  own  Hands,  or  at  leall  by 
his  Order,  and  applyed  to  the  King 
of  France  for  Juftice.  Philip  repre- 
fented  this  Affair  in  the  blacked  Co¬ 
lours  to  his  Court  of'Peers,  and  John , 
as  a  Vaffal  of  France,  was  fummoned 
to  appear  before  them  and  anfwer  to 
the  Charge  :  Which  he  not  doing  at 
the  Day  appointed,  was  adjudged  a 
Traitor,  and  lentenced  to  forfeit  all 
his  Dominions  in  France,  which  were 
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to  be  re  united  to  that  Monarchy. 
Philip  foon  took  Methods  to  put  this 
Sentence  in  Execution.  Ke  entered 
Normandy  with  a  powerful  Army, 
and  reduced  the  greatefl  Part  of  it, 
whilft  John  minded  nothing  but  his 
Pleafures,  and  was  fo  indolent  and 
flothful,  as  if  he  was  wholly  inf  nfi- 
ble  of  his  Danger.  In  fine,  what  by 
the  Arms  of  Philip,  what  by  his  Poli¬ 
cy  and  Intrigues,  and  what  by  the 
unaccountable  Negligence  and  In¬ 
activity  of  John,  the  whole  Province 
of  Normandy  was  re- united  to  the 
Crown  of  France ,  in  the  Year  izop, 
after  it  had  been  fevered  from  it  320 
Y’ears,  during  the  Government  of 
12  Dukes,  of  which  King  John  was 
the  lad.  Soon  after,  Anjou,  ¥ our aine. 
Main  and  Poidlou,  fubmitted  to  the 
conquering  Arms  of  Philip,  and  no¬ 
thing  was  left  to  John  but  the  Duchy 
of  Guienne,  which  Philip  had  no 
Mind  to  attack. 

The  fame  Year  died  Queen  Elea¬ 
nor,  Widow  of  Henry  II.  and  Mo¬ 
ther  of  John,  having  Jived  to  fee  the 
Decay  of  that  Monarchy,  to  which 
Ihe  had  annexed  fo  many  Pr.  vinces. 

Before  we  leave  the  Affairs  of 
France,  we  mud  take  Notice,  that 
in  1206,  King  John  led  a  confider- 
able  Army  into  Poidiou,  and  reduced 
the  greated  Part  of  that  Province. 
But  here  again  he  was  out-witted  by 
Philip,  who  finding  himfelf  not  very 
well  prepared,  fued  for,  and  obtained 
a  Truce  for  two  Years. 

King  John’s  Misfortunes  abroad, 
great  as  they  were,  did  not  give  him 
half  the  Trouble  and  Vexation,  that 
an  Affair  at  home  occafioned  him, 
which  I  am  now  going  to  relate. 
Hubert  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  dy¬ 
ing  in  1205,  fome  of  the  Monks  of 
St.  Auftin  n  Canterbury,  at  a  private 
Meeting  in  the  Cathedral,  elected 
Reginald,  their  S  ub  -Prior,  Archbilhop 
in  his  Room.  The  King  hearing  of 
this  \vas  exceedingly  offended,  but 
the  Monks  pacifyed  him  by  their 


Submiffion.  He  then  recommended 
to  them  John  de  Gray  Bifhop  oi  Nor¬ 
wich,  who  was  cholen  by  the  whole 
Fraternity.  The  Sub-Prior  fet  out 
for  Rome  as  foon  as  he  was  elected, 
to  obtain  the  Pope’s  Confirmation  ; 
and  after  the  Bi (hop  of  Norwich  was 
choie,  the  Monks  fent  Deputies  to 
Rome  to  get  him  confirmed.  When 
the  Matter  came  to  be  heard,  the 
Pope  ( Innocent  III.)  annulled  both 
the  EleClion  ,  and  ordered  the  De¬ 
puties  of  the  Monks  to  chufe  for 
their  Archbifhop  Cardinal  Stephen 
La?igton,  an  Englijhman  then  at  Rome. 
They  would  have  refufed,  but  the 
Pope  threatening  them  with  Excom¬ 
munication  un.efs  they  complyed, 
they  at  lali  did  it  with  great  Reluc¬ 
tance  ;  and  the  Pope  immediately 
confirmed  the  Election,  and  co.nfe- 
crated  Langtori  with  his  own  Hands. 

Whillt  thefe  Things  were  doing 
at  Rome,  John  was  making  himfelf 
more  and  more  unpopular  and  odious 
to  his  Subjects,  by  violently  extort¬ 
ing  from  them  the  thirteenth  Part  of 
all  their  Moveables.  And  when  he 
came  to  hear  of  what  had-been  tran.- 
aCted  in  relation  to  the  See  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  he  feli  into  a  moft  excefiive 
Palficn  ;  and  imagining  it  had  been 
the  Act  of  the  whole  Body,  he  ex¬ 
pelled  all  the  Monks  of  St.  Aujlin 
from  their  Monaftery,  and  banilhed 
them  out  of  the  Kingdom.  He  vvrete 
a  fharp  Letter  to  the  Pope,  upbraid¬ 
ing  him  With  his  unjuft  Proceedings, 
and  threatening  to  break  off  all  Inter- 
courfe  with  Rene,  unlefs  he  revoked 
what  he  had  d  ne.  But  Innocent,  bent 
upon  carrying  his  Point,  laid  the 
whole  Kingdom  under  an  Interdict; 
the  Effect  of  which  was,  that  Divine 
Service  ceafed  in  all  the  Churches, 
and  the  Sacraments  ceafed  to  be  ad- 
mini. iered,  except  to  Infants  and  dy¬ 
ing  Perfons;  the  Church- Yards  \vvre 
lhut  up,  and  the  Dead  buried  with¬ 
out  any  Pried  daring  to  allilt  at  the 
Funerals.  King  John,  to  be- eveti 
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with  the  Pope,  confifcated  the  fi¬ 
liates  of  all  the  Ecclefialticks  who 
obeyed  the  Interdict. ;  anti  as  in  thole 
Times,  almoll  every  Pried  had  his 
Concubine,  the  King  ordeied  the 
Concubines  to  be  Ihut  up  in  Pr'fon, 
and  would  not  let  them  out  but  upon 
their  payir  g  large  Fines.  And  as 
there  were  home  Prieils,  who  in  fpite 
of  the  Interdict  a.  minillered  the  Sa¬ 
craments,  the  King  to. >k  them  under 
his  Protection,  and  ordered  the  Ma- 
g; (Irate s  to  hang  on  tire  Sp>  t  all  that 
ihouid  moled  them  :  Wh.ch  as  foon 
as  the  Pope  was  informed  of,  he  ex¬ 
communicated  all  fech  as  drfobeyed 
the  Interdict,  or  compiyed  with  the 
King’s  Orders. 

Though  'John  remained  dill  in¬ 
flexible,  yet  he  was  not  without  his 
Fears,  as  the  People  generally  took 
Part  with  the  Pope ;  and  therefore 
for  his  better  Security  he  railed  an 
Army,  under  Pretence  of  making 
War  upon  Scotland,  and  caufed  all 
his  Vaflals  to  renew  them  Homage 
to  him.  The  Pope  finding  that  the 
Interdict,  which  had  been  in  force 
above  a  Year,  had  not  produced  the 
EffeCt  he  dffigned,  proceeded  to  ex¬ 
communicate  the  King,  though  the 
Sentence  was  not  publifhed  till  fome 
Time  after.  In  the  m  an  'l  ime  John 
led  his  Army  into  Ireland ,  againfi 
the  King  of  Connaught,  who  had 
raifed  fome  Diflurbances  there.  At 
Dublin  he  received  the  Homage  of 
thirty  petty  Princes ;  after  which 
having  taken  the  King  ol  Connaught 
Prifoner,  an  End  was  put  to  this 
Commotion,  and  the  whole  Ifiand 
remained  in  Obedience  to  the  King ; 
who  before  his  Departure  caufed  the 
Laws  and  Cufloms  of  England  to  be 
eltablilhed  in  Ireland . 

The  Inflexibility  that  John  had 
hitherto  lh.iwn  began  to  make  the 
Pope  very  uneafy .  He  knew  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  Holy  iee  to  drop 
the  Conteft,  and  that  poffibiy  it  might 
be  as  dangerous  to  carry  it  any  far¬ 
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ther,  as  he  was  doubtful  of  the  Iffue. 
He  therefore  lent  two  Nuncios  into 
England,  under  the  Pretence  of  mak¬ 
ing  Peace  between  the  King  and  the 
Clergy ;  buc  his  Delign  was  only  to 
fift  John,  to  know  his  Difpoiition  and 
Intentions.  The  Nuncios  managed 
the  Matter  fo  cunningly,  that  they 
ealily  taw  how  he  was  farther  to  be 
dealt  with.  He  made  large  Advan¬ 
ces  towards  a  Recu-nciliat.on,  but  it 
was  their  Bufinefs  to  put  it  off  dll 
the  Pope  haa  obtained  the  utmoft  he 
aimed  at.  They  therefore  added  a 
Cond  t  on,  which  the  King  would 
not,  nor  indeed  could,  comply  with  ; 
which  was  the  Rettiuuion  of  all  that 
had  been  taken  from  the  Clergy, 
and  full  Satisfaction  (or  tin  ir  Dama¬ 
ges  by  this  Controverly  :  Up  n  th  s 
the  Negotiation  broke  off,  and  the 
Nuncios  departed,  after  having  pub¬ 
lifhed  the  Sentence  of  Excommuni¬ 
cation  againit  the  King. 

And  now  the  Pope  plainly  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  King  wanted  to  get 
rid  of  this  Affair  at  any  Rate,  went 
on  boldly  to!  other  Meafures.  He 
abfolved  all  J  ohn’s  Submits  from  their 
Allegiance,  folemnly  depoied  hirn, 
and  empowered  the  King  of  France 
to  put  the  Sentence  in  Execution, 
promiiing  him  the  Remiflion  of  all 
his  Suts,  together  with  the  Crown  of 
England,  as  .foon  as  he  Ihould  have 
dethroned  the  Tyrant  Philip  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  Pope’s  Commiilion, 
and  made  great  Preparations  to  in¬ 
vade  England.  In  this  Kriiis  Pan- 
dulph,  one  of  the  two  Nuncios  a- 
bove-ment.oned,  came  over  with  the 
Character  of  Legate  fer  England ; 
who  fo  wrought  upon  the  King’s 
Fears,  which  he  had  already  con¬ 
ceived  from  Philip's,  formidable  Pre¬ 
parations,  andtheDiiaffectis  a  of  his 
own  Subjects,  that  he  was  at  lad  in¬ 
duced  to  purchale  a  Reconciliation 
with  the  Pope,  even  at  tue  piic'c  of 
his  Crown,  as  nothing  fhort’ct  £  s 
would  latisiy  the  haughty  and  am- 
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bilious  Pontiff.  Accordingly,  before 
a  numerous  Affembly  of  his  Officers 
and  great  Men,  in  Dover  Church, 
he  took  the  Crown  from  his  Head, 
and  laid  it,  with  the  Scepter,  at  the 
Legate’s  Feet,  and  then  figned  a 
■  Charter,  wherein  he  refigned  for 
himfelf  and  Succeffors,  the  Kingdom 
of  England,  and  Lordlhip  of  Ireland, 
to  the  Pope,  and  acknowledged  him- 
fe If  a  Afaffal  of  the  Holy  See.  Which 
done,  he  did  Homage  to  the  Pope 
in  the  Ferfon  of  the  Legate,  who 
kept  the  Crown  and  Scepter  five 
Days,  and  then  recurned  them  to 
John,  to  hold  them  from  thence¬ 
forward  of  the  Pope  ;  whilft  all  Peo¬ 
ple  were  Ihocked  at  the  fhameful 
Condefcenfion  of  the  King,  and  the 
intolerable  Pride  ot  the  Roman  Pon¬ 
tiff,  This  was  in  the  Year  1213. 
The  Pope’s  Buiinefs  in  England  be  • 
ing  done,  P  andulph,  in  his  Return 
through  France,  ixrbad  Philip  in  the 
Pope’s  Name  to  proceed  in  his  Ex¬ 
pedition  ;  but  he  was  fo  far  from 
complying,  that  he  endeavoured  to 
get  his  chief  Lords  and  the  Princes 
bis  Vaffals  to  join  yvith  him  in  it. 
They  all  feemed  ii  clined  to  do  fo, 
except  the  Bail  cf  Flanders,  who 
boldly  oppofed  his  Deiign.  Philip 
refolvin"  lirft  to  humble  him,  c  rdcred 
his  Fleet  to  the  Coaft  of  Flanders, 
and  marched  with  his  Army  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Earl  by  Land  ;  who  had  in 
all  Likelihood  been  fubdued,  \fJohn 
had  not  fent  his  Fleet  to  his  Aid, 
pnaer  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of 
Salijoury,  who  lurprized  and  totally 
deitroyed  the  French  F'leet ;  which 
p  if  alter  put  a  flop  to  Philip’s  De¬ 
signs  againll  England. 

'1  his  great  Succefs  roufed  the 
C  -urage  ot  John,  and  made  him  re- 
folve  to  carry  the  War  into  France. 
In  order  to  this  he  furnmoned  the 
Eai  ons  to  attend  him  thither  ;  but 
tiieir  Difcontents  being  now'  grmvn 
to  a  great  Height,  and  ready  to 
break  out  into  Adtron,  they  per- 
3 


emptorily  refufed'  to  do  it ;  and. 
John,  after  having  received  Abfolu* 
ti'on  from  the  Hands  of  Cardinal, 
Langton,  was  making  Preparations, 
to  ciiaftife  them  for  their  Obliinacy. 
But  herein  he  was  vigeroufty  op¬ 
pofed  by  the  Cardinal,  who  told  him 
he  would  excommunicate  all  thole 
who  fhould  take  up  Arms  belore  the 
Interdift  was  removed  :  And  fiding 
wholly  with  the  Barons,  he  lhewed 
them  the  Charter  of  King  Henry  I, 
advifmg  th  rn  10  make  it  the  Ground 
of  their  Demands.  Hereupon  they 
entered  into  a  Confederacy  to  hand 
by  one  another,  till  their  Grievances 
were  redreffed,  and  their  antient  Pri¬ 
vileges  reftored.  John,  in  this  dan¬ 
gerous  State  of  his  Affairs,  thought 
the  bell  Courfe  he  could  take  was  to 
obtain  the  Protection  of  the  Pope. 
In  order  to  this,  he  made  a  fecond 
folemn  Refignation  of  his  Crown  to 
his  Holineb  in  the  Perfon  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Nicholas  the  Legate ;  upon 
which  the  Inrcrdidt  was  taken  off. 
And  now  the  King  paffed  over  into 
France,  reduced  Poiiiou,  and  entered 
Anjou,  whilft  the  King  of  France 
w'as  engaged  in  the  Lew -Countries 
again  ft  the  Emperor  and  the  Earl 
of  Flanders.  But  Levjis  the  French 
King’s  Son  foon  railed  an  Aimy  to 
make  Head  againll  this  Invalion, 
and  John  replied  to  maich  and  give 
him  Battle;  but  the  Poidtevins  re- 
fuling  to  follow  him,  and  News  be¬ 
ing  brought,  that  Philip  had  ob¬ 
tained  a  great  Vidiory  in  F lander;, 
he  not  only  dropt  his  Defign  of  at¬ 
tacking  Prince  Lc-vuis,  but  abandon¬ 
ing  the  Siege  of  La  Roche,  retreated 
with  Pme  Precipitat  on  ;  and  foon 
after,  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Pope’s 
Legate,  he  demanced  and  obtained 
a  Tru.e  for  five  Years. 

The  Barons,  who  ftill  had  their 
main  Point  in  View,  refblved  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  King’s  Return, 
to  demand  the  Re-eftablilhmcnt  ot 
their  Liberties,  The  Normans ,  when 

they 
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'  they  found  themfelves'  thoroughly 
>  fettled  in  the  Kingdom,  being  ap- 
prehenfive  that  the  fame  Power 
1  which  gave  them  their  Pofleffions, 

1  might,  whenever  it  plea-fed,  deprive 
!  them  cf  them  again,  were  become 
:  entirely  Englijh,  and  had  taken  every 
favourable  Opportunity  that  offered 
to  get  the  Saxon  Laws,  C'mmonly 
called  the  Laws  of  King  Edward, 
reftored,  and  they  thought  this  the 
molt  promiiing  Juncture,  when  they 
had  a  King,  \vhofe  Tyranny,  Im¬ 
prudence  and  "Cowardice,  had  quite 
alienated  the  x^ffeftions  of  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  his  Subjects.  The  Barons 
therefore  having  prepared  themfelves 
for  War,  in  cafe  the  King  ihould 
refufe  to  comply  with  their  Demands 
in  a  peaceable  Way,  came  in  a  Body 
to  the  King  about  Chrifmas,  and  in¬ 
filled  on  the  Reftitution  of  the  Laws 
of  St.  Edward.  The  King  knowing 
how  well  they  were  provided,  was 
afraid  to  give  them  a  flat  Denial, 
but  told  them  they  fhould  have  his 
Anfwer  at  Eajier.  At  which  Time, 
in  the  Year  1215,  the  Great  Men, 
with  above  2000  Knights,  well 
mounted  and  armed,  befldes  other 
Idorfe  and  Foot,  met  at  Stamford, 
and  advanced  to  meet  the  King  at 
Oxford-,  who  being  afraid  to  truft 
himfelf  with  them  in  Conference, 
difpatched  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  to 
know  their  Demands.  They  im¬ 
mediately  fent  back  a  long  Writing, 
containing  the  Laws  and  Cuftoins  of 
the  Kingdom  in  the  Times  of  the 
Saxons,  and  declared,  if  the  King 
would  not  confirm  them,  they  would 
compel  him  to  it  by  feizing  his 
Caftles.  John  having  read  over  the 
Articles,  fell  into  a  violent  Pafiion, 
and  fwofe  he  would  never  comply 
w  ith  them.  Upon  which  the  Barons 
chofe  a  General,  Robert  Fit-zwalter, 
giving  him  the  Title  of  Marjhal  of 
the  Army  of  God,  and  of  Holy  Church, 
befleged  the  Caftle  or  Northampton, 
and  had  that  of  Bedford  delivered  up 
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to  them  ;  and  marching  to  London, 
were  received  by  the  Citizens,  and 
befleged  the  King  in  the  Tower. 
They  alfo  fent  Letters  to  the  neutral 
Barons,  and  thole  of  the  King’s 
Party,  that  if  they  would  not  join 
with  them  in  the  common  Caufe, 
their  Ellates  fiiGuld  be  plundered  and 
their  Houfes  demolifhed.  Thefe  vi¬ 
gorous  Meafures  made  the  King  more 
trablable,  fo  that  he  fent  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke  to  let  them  know  he  would 
comply  with  their  Demands.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  both  Parties  meeting  on  a 
Day  appointed  in  a  Meadow  called 
Runnemede, between  Staines  and  Wind- 
for,  the  King  feemingly  with  a  good 
Will,  tho’  compelled  to  it  by  Force, 
figned  two  Charters,  containing  all 
th*.t  the  Barons  deiired  ;  the  one  cal¬ 
led  the  Charter  of  Liberties,  or  the 
Great  Charter,  [Magna  Charts],  and 
the  other  the  Charter  of  Forejis, 
which  have  ever  fince  been  locked 
upon  as  the  Bafls  of  the  Esiglijh  Li¬ 
berties.  They  were  not  only  figned 
by  the  King,  but  by  all  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  fealed  with 
the  Great  Seal,  and  confirmed  by 
the  King’s  folemn  Oath. 

How  firmly  foever  the  King  had 
bound  himfelf  to  obferve  the  Char¬ 
ters,  he  foon  repented  of  having 
figned  them,  and  under  the  utmoit 
Vexation,  ftudied  all  Methods  to  free 
himfelf  from  this  Reftraint,  and  to 
be  revenged  on  the  Barons.  His  Rage 
and  Refentment  at  laft  put  him  upon 
raifing  an  Army  of  Foreigners,  and 
bringing  them  ever  to  England.  As 
he  had  no  Money  to  pay  them,  he 
fent  over  fome  of  his  Confidents  into 
France,  Germany  an  is  Flanders,  topro- 
mife  that  whoever  fhould  lilt  in  his 
Service,  they  fhouU  have  the  con- 
fifeated  Ellates  of  his  rebellious  Ba¬ 
rons,  as  he  called  them.  Whillt  this 
Affair  was  tranfadling",  he  retired  to 
the  Ife  of  Wight,  and  there  kept 
himfelf  concealed,  till  he  ftruid 
know  the  Succefs  of  his  Projebt. 

I  4  ,  People 


120 


JOHN. 


People  jok’d  at  this  Retirement,  but 
none  were  able  to  penetrate  into  the 
King’s  Defign.  He  alfo  writ  to  the 
Pope,  who  zealoully  efpous’d  his 
Cauie,  excommunicated  the  Barons, 
annuil’d  the  Charters,  and  abfolv’d 
the  King  from  the  Oath  he  had  taken 
to  observe  them.  But  the  Barons 
made  light  of  the  Pope’s  Thun- 
drings,  and  perceiving  the  King’s  ill 
Defigns,  leiz’d  upon  Rochejier,  where 
was  a  vaft  Quantity  cf  Provifions 
which  the  King  had  laid  up.  But 
the  foreign  Army  being  arriv’d,  who 
were  very  numerous,  all  Soldiers  of 
Fortune,  John  retook  Rochejier  $  and 
then  dividing  his  Aimy  into  two  Bo¬ 
dies,  the  Earl  ol  Sal  i/bury  with  one 
ravag’d  the  Southern.  Counties,  whilft 
the  King  with  the  other  did  tire 
fame  by  the  Northern  ;  and  number- 
lefs  Outrages  and  Cruelties  were 
committed  by  thefe  foreign  Troops 
On  this  Cccalion. 

The  Barons  were  exceedingly  a- 
larmed  at>  this  fuaden  Turn  of  Af¬ 
fairs,  ar.d  finding  themfelves  not 
firong  enough  to  take  the  Field, 
kept  themfelves  Ihut  up  in  London  ; 
whilll  John's  Army  of  Foreigners 
plundered  their  Eftates,  and  commit¬ 
ted  all  Manner  of  Devallations.  In 
this  Diftrefs  they  had  recourfe  to  a 
dangerous  Expedient ;  which  was  to 
invite  over  Lewis,  Son  to  the  King 
of  Fi  ance,  pronrifing  to  place  tl  e 
Crown  on  his  Head,  if  he  would 
come  with  a  Force  fufficient  to  refeue 
them  from  the  Tyranny  cf  King 
John.  Philip  being  pleas’d  with  this 
Invitation,  lent  over  his  Son,  with 
a  numerous  Army,  notwithftanding 
the  Pope’s  Prohibition,  and  his  threat- 
fling  Prince  Lewis  with  Excommuni¬ 
cation  the  Moment  he  fet  Foot  on 
Eng/ijb  Ground.  That  Prince  land¬ 
ed  the  2 1  ft  of  May,  1216;  and  foon 
made  himfelf  Mailer  cf  Rochejier 
and  the  whole  County  of  Kent,  ex¬ 
cept  Dover-  Cajilc,  which  Hubert 
ds  Burg  valLntly  defended  for  the 


King.  From  Rocbrjler,  Lewis  march¬ 
ed  to  London,  where  the  Barons  and 
Citizens  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
to  him.  From  this  Time  he  aCted 
in  every  Thing  as  Sovereign,  tho’ 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  ever 
crown’d.  Soon  after,  he  became 
Mafterof  the  Southern  Counties,  and 
in  Ihort,  of  the  beft  Part  of  England. 
And  Alexander  I,  King  of  Scotland , 
came,  purfuam  to  Lewis’s  Summons, 
and  did.  Homage  to  him  in  perfon, 
for  the  Lands  he  held  of  the  Crown 
of  England. 

In  the  mean  Time,  John  was  in 
perpetual  Motion,  marching  from 
Place  to  Place,  and  by  all  Means 
avoided  coming  to  a  Battle.  He 
thought  i.imfelf  fafeft  in  Norfolk ,  and 
at  firft  fix’d  upon  Lynn  as  a  Place  of 
Security  for  his  Crown,  Scepter,  and 
other  Treafures  :  But  foon  fearing 
they  were  not  fafe  there,  he  refolv’d 
to  remove  them  to  fome  other  Place ; 
and  in  his  Paffage  over  the  Walhes 
between  Norfolk  and  Lincolnjhire,  had 
like  to  have  been  drown’d  with  his 
whole  Army  ;  and  actually  loft  all 
his  rich  Baggage.  His  Grief  lor 
this,  and  his  other  Vexations,  threw 
him  into  a  Fever,  which  was  faid  to 
be  heighten’d  by  his  eating  of 
Peaches.  However  this  be,  the  Dif- 
temper  increafing,  carried  him  off  at 
Newark,  on  the  1 8th  of  October, 
1216,  in  the  51ft  Year  of  his  Age, 
and  1 8th  cf  his  Reign.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Cathedral  of  Worcefter , 
where  his  Tomb  is  ftill  to  be  feen. 
In  his  Re,ign,  in  1 208,  the  Citizens 
of  London  haJ  Authority  given  them 
to  elect  themfelves  a  Mayor,  annual¬ 
ly,  and  alfo  to  chufe  a  Common 
Council. 

The  Monks  in  giving  the  Cha¬ 
racter  of  this  Prince  have  blacken’d 
him  to  a  very  high  Degree,  repre- 
fenting  him  as  having  neither  Faith, 
Religion,  ConfcienceorHonour;  but 
theie  Writers  mull  be  read  with  Cau¬ 
tion,  whenever  they  give  the  Cha¬ 
racters 
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afters  of  Princes  who  have  had  any 
fcontell  with  the  Pope.  However, 
we  form  a  Judgment  from  his' 
ftions,  we  mull  allow  that  he  was, 
'pon  the  whole,  a  bad  King.  He 
1/asralh,  furious,  hot-headed,  volup- 
aious,  cruel,  arbitrary,  and  almoil 
Wholly  governed  by  his  Paflions.  He 
/as  generally  hated  by  his  Subjefts, 
Specially  in  the  latter  Part  of  his 
■leign.  His  Fortune  never  fuited 
nth  his  Temper,  which  made  him 
ery  unhappy :  He  loved  Eafe  and 
2uiet,  and  yet  was  continually  in 
iftion.  He  was  infolent  in  Pro- 
perity,  and  dejefted  and  mean-fpi- 
ited  in  Adverfity ;  and  the  Crown, 


which  he  fo  amhitioully  fought  after, 
inllead  of  making  him  happy,  made 
him  truly  miferable.  He  had  two 
Sons  and  three  Daughters,  all  by 
Ijabelia  of  Angoulefme ;  and  fix  na¬ 
tural  Children. 

In  this  Reign,  Cotijlantinople  was 
taken  by  the  French  and  Venetians, 
and  the  Crufade  againlt  the  Albi- 
genfes  was  fet  on  foot,  which  gave 
Rife  to  the  horrid  Court  of  Inqui- 
Jition. 

Gervafe,  a  Monk  of  Canterbury , 
Roger  de  Hoveden,  Ralph  de  Diceto 
Dean  of  London ,  and  Walter  a  Monk 
of  Coventry,  Englijh  Hillorians,  lived 
about  this  Time. 
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HENRY,  the  eldeft  Son  of 
King  John,  called  Henry  of 
Winchejter,  becaufe  born 
there,  was  but  in  the  tenth  Year  of 
his  Age  when  his  Father  died  ;  and 
confidering  the  State  of  the  King¬ 
dom  at  that  Time,  a  foreign  Prince 
with  a  powerful  Army  having  made 
fuch  a  great  Progrefs  towards  fub- 
iefting  the  Nation  to  his  Obedience, 
and  almoft  all  the  Nobility  being  in 
League  with  him,  and  having  owned 
him  for  their  Sovereign,  it  was  a 
Wonder  that  the  Crown  fhould  be  fe- 
cured  to  fo  young  a  Prince  as  Henry. 
Rut  this  was  principally  owing  to 
the  Addrefs  and  Refolution  of  the 
brave  William  Marjkal  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  who,  as  he  had  been  all  along 
a  faithful  Servant  to  King  John, 
proved  himfelf  to  be  no  lefs  fo  to 
his  Son.  As  difficult  as  the  prefent 
Conjundlure  was,  there  were  fome 
Things  indeed,  which  encouraged 
him  to  hope  for  Succefs  in  his  Pro- 
jedl  of  placing  the  young  Prince  on 
the  Throne.  He'  knew,  that  the 


Barons,  who  had  called  Prince  Liz:., 
to  their  Aid,  mull  in  Time  be  fcnli 
ble,  that  they  had  taken  a  c'efperat 
Gourde,  and  that  the  Remedy  the 
made  rile  of  was  worfe  than  the  Dil 
eafe,  frnce  it  would  in  the  End  re 
dpce  the  Nation  to  a  lhameiol  Serb 
tude  ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  urn 
bable  they  would  be  willing  to  defer 
the  Prince  of  France,  could  they  b 
fure  of  a  Pardon  from  Henry.  H 
farther  knew,  that  they  were  alread 
difgulted  at  Lewis’s  bellowing  al 
his  Favours  upon  Frenchmen,  an 
that  they  were  apprehenfive,  tha 
when  he  had  carried  his  Point,  h 
defigned  to  banifli  them  and  confii 
cate  their  Eftates,  and  place  Foreign 
ers  in  their  Room  ;  which  had  in 
duced  forty  of  them  privately  t 
make  their  Submillion  to  the  oh 
King.  Under  thefe  Circumltance? 
as  foon  as  John  was  dead,  the  Ear 
of  Pembroke  convened  (he  Lords  win 
had  conftantly  adhered  to  that  Prince 
and  prefenting  young  Henry  to  them 
faid.  Behold  your  King  ;  and  thei 

makinj 
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making  a  pathetick  Speech  to  them, 
which  was  applauded  by  the  whole 
Aflembly,  they  unanimoufly  cry’d 
out,  Henry  Jhall  be  our  King.  Upon 
this  a  Day  was  immediately  appoint¬ 
ed  for  his  Coronation,  which  was 
accordingly  perform’d  at  Gloucejier, 
on  the  28th  of  Otlober.  After  which, 
he  did  Homage  to  the  Holy  See,  in 
the  Perfon  of  Gallo  the  Pope’s  Le¬ 
gate  ;  which  it  was  not  expedient 
then  to  oppofe,  as  the  Legate  moll 
zealoully  efpoufed  Henry's  Intereft, 
and  as  the  Affiftance  of  the  Pope  was 
of  great  Importance  to  him  at  that 
Time. 

After  the  Coronation,  the  Lords 
chofe  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  Guardian 
to  the  young  King,  and  Regent  of 
the  Kingdom  ;  who  forthwith  fent 
Letters  to  all  the  Barons  and  Corpo¬ 
rations,  informing  them  of  Henry's 
Acceffion,  and  promifing  great  Re¬ 
wards  to  all  that  would  return  to 
!  their  Duty.  This  made  many  of  the 
confederate  Barons  begin  to  think  of 
making  their  Peace  with  the  new 
King;  towards  which,  the  Excommu¬ 
nication  of  Prince  Lewis,  which  was 
publilh’d  every  Sunday,  and  renewed 
by  the  Legate,  with  all  the  ac- 
cuilomcd  Formalities,  in  a  Synod  at 
Brijiol,  contributed  not  a  little  ;  as 
alfo  his  being  oblig’d  to  raife  the 
Siege  of  Dover,  which  he  could  nei¬ 
ther  take  by  Force,  nor  prevail  on 
Hubert  de  Burg  by  Bribes,  and  threat- 
ning  to  put  his  Brother  to  Death, 
whom  he  had  in  his  Elands,  to  deli¬ 
ver  up.  However,  he  took  Hertford- 
Caftle ,  and  feveral  other  Places,  and 
then  return’d  to  London. 

Towards  Cbrijimas,  the  two  Par¬ 
ties  agreed  upon  a  Truce  during  the 
Holidays,  which  was  afterwards  pro¬ 
long’d  till  a  Month  after  E after.  In 
the  mean  Time  Lewis  went  over  to 
France  for  frelh  Forces  ;  and  in  his 
Abfence  many  of  the  Barons  quitted 
his  Party,  and  made  their  Peace  with 
the  King  ;  among  the  red,  William 
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Marjhal,  eldell  Son  to  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  one  of  the  mod  zealous  of 
Lewis’s  Partifans.  The  Cinque  Ports 
alfo  declared  for  Henry,  and  lent  out 
a  Fleet  to  oppofe  Lewis's  Return. 
It  fought  the  French  Fleet,  but  could 
not  hinder  his  Landing  at  Sandwich , 
which  he  in  Relentment,  as  being 
one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  immediately 
reduc’d  to  Allies. 

When  the  Truce  was  expir’d,  the 
Regent  fent  the  Earl  of  Cheftcr  to 
heiiege  Mount- Sorrel :n  Leicejl ,  rjhire  : 
But  the  Earl  of  Perche,  being  order’d 
by  Lewis  to  march  diredtly  towards 
him  with  a  much  fuperior  Force, 
oblig’d  him  to  raife  the  Siege  ;  and 
fiulh’d  with  this  Succefs  went  tobe- 
liege  Lincoln  C  a  file,  which  held  out 
for  the  King,  tho’  the  City  had  all 
along  lided  with  the  Confederate  Ba¬ 
rons.  This  Caille  being  of  great 
Importance,  the  Regent  drew  all  his 
Forces  together,  and  march’d  with 
great  Expedition  to  its  Re.ief.  And 
here  a  great  Battle  enfued  on  the 
19th  Of  May,  1217,  in  which  the 
French  Army  was  totally  routed, 
and  the  Earl  cf  Perche  { lain.  The 
City  of  Lincoln  was  deliver’d  up  to 
be  plunder’d  by  the  Soldiers,  who 
found  lo  vaft  and  rich  a  Booty,  that 
they  call’d  it  Lincoln  F air. 

Lewis,  who  was  again  belieging 
Dover  Caftle,  but  with  no  greater 
Succefs  than  before,  as  loon  as  he 
heard  of  the  Defeat  at  Lincoln,  re¬ 
tired  to  London,  and  fent  to  Philip 
his  Father  for  ipeedy  Succours.  Phi¬ 
lip,  in  order  to  keep  fair  with  the 
Pope,  would  not  concern  himfelf 
publickly  in  the  Aifair  ;  but  ordered 
it  fo,  that  Blanche,  Lewis’s  Confort, 
got  ready  a  Body  of  Troops,  with 
Ships  to  transport  them  to  England. 
As  they  were  coming  over,  they 
were  met  by  the  Fleet  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports,  towards  the  End  of  Auguft, 
which  took  a,  d  dcllroyed  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  French  Fleet.  What 
contributed  moll  to  this  Succefs  of 
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the  Englijh ,  was  their  having  great 
Quantities  of  Quick-Lime,  which 
being  thrown  into  the  Air,  was  car¬ 
ried  by  the  Wind  dire&ly  into  the 
Frenchmens  Faces,  and  blinded  them. 

The  great  Blow  at  Lincoln,  and 
this  of  the  Fleet,  and  his  being  now 
blocked  up  in  London ,  made  Lewis 
fuefor  Peace.  And  fo  a  Treaty  was 
concluded  on  Sept .  1 1  ;  whereby  it 
was  agreed,  that  all  who  had  ftded 
with  him  Ihould  be  reftored  to  what¬ 
ever  Rights  and  Privileges  they  en¬ 
joyed  before  the  Troubles  ;  and 
Lewis  renounced  all  Manner  of  Pre- 
teniions  to  England  :  Soon  after 
which  he  fet  fail  for  France,  leaving 
Henry  in  full  Poffcfiion  of  the  King¬ 
dom. 

After  Prince  Lewis’s  Departure, 
the  King  made  his  folemn  Entry  in¬ 
to  London,  and  was  received  with 
areat  Joy  by  the  People,  as  he  took 
an  Oath  to  maintain  the  Nation  in 
their  Privileges.  Soon  after,  the  King 
of  Scotland  did  Homage  to  him  for 
the  Lands  he  held  in  England,  and 
deliver’d  up  Carlijle,  which  he  had 
taken  during  the  late  Confufions. 

Thus  King  Henry  was  firmly  fet¬ 
tled  on  the  Throne  by  the  prudent 
Management  of  the  Regent.  That 
wife  Minifter  met  indeed  with  fome 
Trouble  from  fome  of  thofe  Lords, 
to  whom  King  John  had  given  the 
Eflates  of  the  Confederate  Barons, 
and  who  could  not  eafiJy  be  brought 
to  reilore  them  to  the  old  Proprie¬ 
tors,  according  to  the  late  Treaty. 
But  the  Regent  having  by  Force  re¬ 
duced  one  of  them  to  Reafon,  who 
held  out  a  Siege  of  eight  Days,  the 
reft  foon  fubmitted.  Anti  it  certainly 
Brewed  great  Wifdcm  in  the  Regent, 
to  fee  that  the  Treaty  fliould  be  fully 
executed,  as  it  had  fo  manifeft  a 
Tendency  to  the  futuie  Quiet  of  the 
Nation. 

Affairs  being  thus  happily  fettled, 
the  Regent,  to  give  a  farther  Satis¬ 
faction  to  the  Minds  of  the  people, 


fent  pofitive  Orders  to  all  the  She¬ 
riffs  to  fee  the  two  Charters  of  King 
John  punctually  obferved  ;  which 
not  having  all  the  EffeCt  he  intended, 
he  fent  itinerant  Juflices  into  all  the 
Counties,  to  fee  to  the  ftrift  Obfer- 
vance  of  them.  But  whilft  this 
great  Man  was  thus  wifely  purfuing 
the  true  Intereft  of  his  Sovereign  and 
Good  of  the  People,  he  was,  to  the 
great  Grief  of  the  Nation,  taken  off 
by  Death  in  the  Year  1219.  Happy,^. 
had  it  been  for  the  King  and  King-  ^ 
dom,  if  thofe  who  fucceeded  him 
had  followed  his  wife  Meafures  of 
Government  :  But  they  took  the 
‘quite  contrary  Courfe,  which  invol¬ 
ved  both  in  the  utmoft  Confufion 
and  DillraClion. 

After  the  Death  of  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  the  Government,  during 
the  King’s  Minority,  was  committed 
to  the  Bilhop  of  Winchejler,  who 
was  made  Regent,  and  Hubert  de 
Burg,  who  had  defended  Dover,  and 
was  made  Chief  Judiciary.  Soon 
after,  the  King  was  crowned  again, 
with  more  Pomp  and  Solemnity  than 
the  Circtimftances  of  the  Time  would 
at  lirft  permit.  In  1221,  the  new 
Building  of  Wejiminjler  Abbey  was 
begun.  King  Henry  himfelf  laying 
the  lirft  Stone.  The  fame  Year 
Joanna  the  King’s  Sifter  was  married 
to  Alexander  II.  King  of  Scotland  ; 
and  Hubert  de  Burg  married  Alex¬ 
ander’s  eldeft  Sifter. 

The  new  Mini  Iters  at  lirft  leemed 
to  have  the  Good  of  the  Kingdom 
at  heart,  but  they  foon  difeovered 
that  they  were  for  governing  by 
other  Maxims  than  thofe  of  the  late 
Regent.  Hubert  de  Burg  got  the 
Alcenaency  with  his  Mailer  over  the 
Bilhop  of  IVincheJier,  and  fo  infinua- 
ted  himfeif  into  the  P„oyal  Favour, 
that  he  rule  to  an  exorbitant  Degree 
of  Power,  which  he  exerciled  in  a 
moll  illegal  and  arbitrary  Manner. 
Tho’  he  was,  in  Effefl,  Prime  Mini¬ 
fter,  yet  as  the  Bilhop  of  Winchejler, 
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who  was  appointed  Regent  by  the 
Parliament,  was  by  his  Office  fu- 
perior  to  him,  he  contrived  to  get 
him  removed.  In  order  to  thir,  he 
obtained  a  Bull  from  the  Pope,  in 
1223,  whereby  the  King  was  de¬ 
clared  of  full  Age,  and  no  longer 
obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a  Regent ; 
and  all  who  had  the  Cuftody  of  the 
King’s  Caftles  were  enjoined  to  fur- 
render  them  to  the  King,  But  this 
being  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Realm,  whereby  the  King  was  not 
to  be  of  Age  till  one-and-twenty, 
the  Barons  refufed  to  comply  with  it. 
Upon  which  Hubert  had  recourfe  to 
this  Artilice  :  He  got  the  King  to 
demand  of  him  the  9" »w er  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Dovcr-Cajlle,  of  which  he 
had  the  Cuiiody  ;  which  he  fui  ren¬ 
dered  on  Condition  the  other  Ba¬ 
rons  would  do  the  fame  :  Several  of 
them*  not  perceiving  the  Trick, 
followed  his  Example  ;  and  then  the 
King  reitored  to  Hubert  the  Caftles 
he  had  given  up,  purely  to  draw  the 
Barons  into  the  Snare  ;  which  gave 
them  a  mean  Opinion  of  the  King, 
and  a  very  bad  one  of  the  Favourite. 
'I  hofe  who  were  not  impoied  upon 
by  this  Artifice,  he  threatened  with 
Excommunication,  unlefs  they  com¬ 
ply ’d  ;  by  which  fome  were  frightened 
into  a  Surrender  of  their  Caffes, 
but  others  were  determined  not  to 
comply  with  thefe  infidious  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  Meafures  of  the  Minifter, 
..-who  was  now  grown  exceflively 
proud  and  haughty. 

Lewis  Vill.  King  of  France,  who 
fucceeded  his  Father  Philip,  broke 
the  Peace  with  the  Englijh  in  1224, 
confifcated  all  the  Territories  they 
held  in  France,  marched  into  Sain- 
tonge,  and  took  feveral  Places,  and 
afterwards  befieged  Rochelle,  which 
in  a  few  Days  furrendered  to  him. 
His  Pretence  was,  that  Henry,  as 
Duke  of  Guienne,  had  not  been  pre- 
fent  at  his  Coronation  ;  but  in  Reali¬ 
ty,  it  was  becaufe  he  thought  the 
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Minority  of  that  Prince  was  a  proper 
Opportunity  for  him  to  expel  the 
Englijh  entirely  out  of  France .  Upon 
this  a  Parliament  was  called,  and  the 
King  demanded  of  them  a  Fifteenth 
upon  Moveables ;  which  they  grant¬ 
ed,  on  Condition  the  C barters  of  King— f- 
John  were  ftrictly  obf-rved  for  the 
future.  The  King’s  Circumftances 
made  him  promise  this  fhould  be 
done,  tho’  aftei  wards  he  ffiew  d  lit¬ 
tle  Regard  for  his  Word.  With  the 
Money  thus  granted  he  railed  an 
Army,  and  lent  it  into  Guienne, under 
the  Command  of  his  Brother,  Prince 
Richard,  whom  he  made  Earl  of 
Cornwall ;  but  we  don’t  find  that  he 
made  any  great  Progrefs  there. 

In  1226,  the  Parliament  declar’d 
the  King  cf  Age,  tho’  he  was  not 
yet  fo  old  as  the  Law  required.  Af¬ 
ter  which,  the  frit  Thing  he  did  was 
a  great  Adi  of  Injuflice  :  For  he  ob¬ 
liged  all  thofe  who  had  Charters  to 
renew  them,  in  order  to  raife  Money 
to  fill  his  Coffers.  In  this,  and  every 
Thing  elfe,  he  was  wholly  governed 
by  Hubert  dc  Burg,  who  reprefenting 
to  him,  that  if  he  kept  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchcjler  near  him,  he  would  be  llill 
looked  upon  as  under  a  Regent,  th.it 
Prelate  was  hereupon  difmiffed  and 
fent  to  his  Diocefe.  And  now  Hubert 
being*  without  a  Rival,  and  having 
a  perfedt  Sway  over  his  Maker,  be¬ 
gan  to  let  himfelf  above  the  Laws, 
making  the  King  believe  that  his 
only  Dcfign  was  to  render  him  ab- 
folute  ;  which  Henry,  a  weak  and — h 
capricious  Prince,  was  of  himfelf  but 
too  much  inclined  to.  From  this 
Dilpoildon  of  ihe  King,  and  the  per¬ 
nicious  Influence  and  Advice  of  fdch 
a  Minifter,  what  could  England  ex- 
pedt  but  numberlefs  Exadlions  and 
Oppreffions  ?  Of  which  many  Inffarj- 
ces  foon  appeared,  which  tended  to 
alienate  the  People’s  Affedlions  from 
their  Sovereign.  But  what  m  ft  of 
all  contributed  to  this,  was  theKing’s 
annulling,  all  on  a  fudden,  the  two 
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Charters  df  the  King  his  Father, 
which  he  had  folemnly  fworn  to 
obferve,  pretending  he  was  not  bound 
by  what  he  had  promifed  in  his  Mi¬ 
nority.  Hubert  was  io  far  from  re¬ 
garding  the  Murmurs  of  the  People 
on  this  Occafion,  that  he  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  created  Earl  of  Kent, 
as  a  Reward  for  the  great  Service  he 
had  done  his  Mailer.  The  Barons 
were  fo  difgulled  at  thefe  Proceed¬ 
ings,  that  foon  after  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  with  a  great  many  other 
Earls  and  Barons,  entered  into  a 
Confederacy  with  Prince  Richard. 
(whom  the  King  his  Brother  had  of¬ 
fended)  and  took  up  Arms  to  com¬ 
pel  the  King  to  reflore  the  Charters. 
But  Hubert  havingcunninglybrought 
about  a  Reconciliation  between  the 
King  and  his  Brother,  the  Confede¬ 
racy  was  broke  for  the  prefent. 

Henry,  about  this  Time,  negle&ed 
a  very  favourable  Opportunity  of  re¬ 
trieving  the  Affairs  of  the  Englijh  in 
France.  Lewis  IX.  fucceeding  his 
Father  Lewis  VIII.  under  the  Re¬ 
gency  of  Blanche  his  Mother,  the 
French  Barons  being  uneafy  under 
her  Government,  entered  into  a 
League  againft  her.  The  Normans 
fided  with  them,  and  fent  Henry 
Word,  that  if  he  would  come  over, 
they  would  unanimoully  receive  him, 
and  put  him  in  Poffeflion  of  that 
Province.  The  PoiSienMns  and  Gaf- 
cons  alfo  preffed  him  to  lay  hold  of 
the  prefent  Jundure,  to  drive  the 
French  out  of  the  Places  they  held 
in  thofe  Provinces.  But  ’twas  all  to 
no  Puipofe  :  tie  by  the  Advice  of 
his  Favourite  fent  them  an  Anfwer, 
that  he  would  wait  for  a  more  con 
venient  Opportunity,  whereas  a  bet¬ 
ter  could  never  have  offered.  When 
this  Advantage  was  at  an  End,  by 
Matters  being  accommodated  be¬ 
tween  the  French  Lords  and  the 
Queen- Regent,  then  henry  ail  on  a 
fudden  was  very  hot  upon  recover¬ 
ing  by  Arms  the-Provinces  the  Eng¬ 


lijh  had  loft.  He  made  great  Pre¬ 
parations,  and  fummoned  all  his  Vaf- 
f'ais  to  meet  him  at  Portfmouth,  and 
affembled  a  very  gallant  Army.  But 
when  they  came  to  be  embarked* 
there  were  not  Ships  enough  to  tranf- 
pert  them  ;  and  fo  the  Defign  came 
to  nothing.  The  King  fell  into  fuch  a 
Paflion  at  this  Difappointment,  that 
he  called  Hubert  de  Burg,  Old  Traitor , 
and  would  have  killed  him,  if  the 
Earl  of  Che/ler  had  not  interpofed, 
charging  him  with  being  bribed 
by  the  French  Court  to  fruftrate 
his  Defign.  But  the  cunning  Mi- 
nifter,  knowing  the  King’s  weak 
Side,  found  the  Means  to  get  into 
Favour  again. 

The  King  having  fpent  the  Win¬ 
ter  in  extorting  great  Sums  of  Money 
from  his  Subjects,  the  Spring  fol¬ 
lowing,  1229,  went  over  with  his 
Army  into  France.  And  here,  tho* 
upon  his  landing  at  St.  Maloes , 
Circumftances  appeared  again  in  his 
Favour,  the  Duke  of  Bretaign  put¬ 
ting  into  his  Hands  all  his  ftrong 
Towns  and  Caltles,  the  Difference 
between  the  Queen-Regent  and  the 
Malcontents  breaking  out  again, 
and  the  Normans  preffing  him  to 
march  forthwith  into  their  Country  ; 
yet  Henry  fcandaloufly  negledted  all 
thefe  Advantages,  fpent  his  Time  in 
a  trifling  Manner,  gave  the  Queen- 
Regent  Opportunity  of  making  up 
Matters  with  her  Barons,  and  upon 
the  Approach  of  her  Army,  fhame- 
fully  returned  into  England ■  ’Tis 
faid,  he  was  inclin’d  to  march  into 
Normandy,  but  was  diffuaded  from 
it  by  Hubert  de  Burg.  ^ 

In  1232,  the  King  demanded  a 
Subfidy  of  the  Parliament,  for  the 
Payment  of  his  Debts  contradled  cn 
Account  of  his  Expedition  againft 
Fratice  ;  but  had  the  Mortification 
to  be  refufed,  as  fo  ill  a  Ufe  had 
been  made  of  the  Money  that  had 
been  granted  him. 
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Things  being  fo  ill  managed  both 
Abroad  and  at  Home,  by  the  per  - 
nicious  Counfels  of  Hubert  ds  Burg , 
ever  fince  it  was  perceived  that  the 
King  was  capable  of  entertaining 
Sufpicions  againft  him,  his  Enemies 
did  not  ceaie  to  meditate  his  Down- 
fal.  In  order  to  this,  they  prevailed 
on  the  King  to  re-admit  the  Bilhop 
of  IVincheJier,  ( Hubert's  mortal  Ene¬ 
my)  to  his  Prefence  and  Councils  ; 
who  no  fooner  had  The  King’s  Ear* 
but  he  let  himfelf  with  all  his  Might 
to  pull  down  his  Rival,  and  managed 
Matters  fo,  that  Hubert  was  turned 
out  of  his  Office  of  Chief  Judiciary, 
and  Segrave,  a  Confident  of  the  Bi- 
Ihop’s,  put  in  his  Room.  Nor  did 
it  end  here  :  The  King  commanded 
Hubert  to  give  an  Account  of  all  the 
Money  that  had  palled  thro’  his 
Hands,  and  ordered  him  to  be  pro- 
fecuted  for  feveral  Crimes.  Inftead 
of  appearing  and  anfwering  to  his 
Summons,  Hubert  thought  fit  to  take 
Sanftuary  in  the  Priory  of  Merton. 
Upon  which  the  King  was  fo  en¬ 
raged,  that  he  ordered  the  Mayor 
of  London  to  go  and  force  him  from 
it,  and  bring  him  dead  or  alive. 
The  Citizens  of  London ,  who  had  a 
mortal  Hatred  again  ft  Hubert,  for 
fome  fevere  Proceedings  againft  them, 
were  forward  enough  to  execute 
this  Order  ;  but  the  ill  Confequen- 
ces  that  might  attend  fuch  a  violent 
Meafure,  being  reprcfented  to  the 
King,  he  countermanded  it.  How¬ 
ever,  Hubert  coming  out  of  his 
Sanctuary  to  vifit  his  Wife  at  Su 
Edmundjbury,  the  King  ordered  him 
to  be  purfued  by  fome  Soldiers,  who 
dragged  him  from  a  Chapel  at  Brent¬ 
wood,  where  he  had  taken  Sanctua¬ 
ry,  and  brought  him  to  the  Tower 
of  London ,  with  his  Feet  chained 
under  his  Hone’s  Belly.  But  the 
Clergy  made  fuch  a  Clamour  againft 
this  Violation  of  the  Church’s  Pri¬ 
vileges  (as  all  Churches,  and  their 
Appendages,  were  Sanctuaries  in 
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thefe  Days)  that  the  King  was  fain 
to  fend  him  back  to  the  Chapel 
again  ;  ordering  however  the  Sheriff, 
on  Pain  of  being  hanged,  to  guard 
it  fo  ftrictly,  that  he  might  neither 
efcape,  nor  have  any  S  uftenance  given 
him.  Reduced  to  this  Extremity, 
Hubert  furrendered  himfelf  to  the 
Sheriff,  who  conveyed  him  in  Irons 
to  the  Tower,  amidft  the  infulting 
Shouts  of  the  People.  Matters  be¬ 
ing  carried  thus  far,  the  King,  who 
was  of  a  fickle  Temper,  and  never 
continued  long  in  the  fame  Mind, 
relented  all  on  a  fiudden  ;  and  fo  the 
Affair  ended  in  fending  Hubert  to 
the  Caftle  of  the  Devizes,  till  the 
King  ffiould  othervvile  difpofe  of 
him  :  Which  was  a  great  Difap- 
pointment  to  the  Biffiop  of  Winchef- 
ter,  who  hoped  he  wogld  not  come 
off  with  his  Head. 

The  Bilhop,  however,  was  now 
Prime  Minifter,  and  by  humouring 
the  Paffions  and  Inclinations  of  the 
King,  acquired  an  exorbitant  Power, 
which  he  made  a  worfe  Ufe  of,  than 
even  Hubert  de  Burg  himfelf,  He 
did  all  he  could  to  alienate  the 
King’s  AffcClions  from  his  Subjects* 
reprefenting  the  Barons  as  too  power¬ 
ful,  turbulent,  andafpiring,  and  that 
they  wanted  to  make  themfelves  in¬ 
dependent  ;  and  therefore,  that  the 
only  W’ay  to  reprefs  their  Infolence, 
was  to  fend  for  a  Number  of  Fo¬ 
reigners,  and  give  them  the  Polls 
and  Places  which  the  Barons  held. 
This  pernicious  Advice  being  agree¬ 
able  to  the  arbitrary  Difpofition  of 
the  King,  in  a  Ihort  Time  great 
Numbers  of  Gafcons,  or  Poidtevins 
arrived,  which  the  Bilhop  of  Win- 
chejler ,  their  Countryman,  and  Peter 
de  Rivaulx  his  Son,  who  palled  for 
his  Nephew,  invited  over.  Thefe 
were  promoted  to  the  chief  Polls  in 
the  Government,  and  had  the  Ward- 
Ihip  of  the  young  Nobility  commit¬ 
ted  to  them.  The  Barons  were  ex- 
afperated  at  thefe  Proceedings,  and 
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Richard  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Brother 
to  the  late  Earl,  to'k  the  Liberty  to 
remonftrate  to  the  King,  in  ftrong 
Terms  againft  them.  But  th&Bilhop 
gave  him  fo  haughty  and  infolent 
an  Anf.ver,  telling  him,  among 
other  Things,  that  if  the  Foreigners 
already  in  the  Kingdom  were  not  e- 
nough  to  reduce  the  King’s  rebelli¬ 
ous  Subjects  to  Obedience,  more 
Ihould  be  lent  for  over  ;  that  the 
Barons  from  this  Time  began  to 
withdraw  from  Court,  and  to  enter 
into  a  League,  in  order  to  put  a 
Stop  to  t’hele  arbitrary  and  defpotick 
Meafures. 

•  Mot  long  after,  the  King  having 
called  a  Parliament,  the  Barons  in- 
ftead  of  meeting  according  to  the 
Summons,  lent  Deputies  to  him,  to 
acquaint  him,  that  if  he  did  not  re¬ 
move  the  Bilhop  of  Winchefier  and 
the  Poiflevins,  they  were  refolved  to 
A — let  another  Prince  on  the  Throne, 
who  flrould  govern  according  to  Law. 
This  furnilhed  that  bold  and  defpe- 
rate  Miniller  with  a  Handle  for  put¬ 
ting  the  King  upon  violent  Meafures, 
even  fo  far  as  to  reduce  thofe,  who 
refufed  to  fubmit,  by  Force  of  Arms. 
He  fummoned  all  the  Vaftals  of  the 
Crown  to  meet  him  with  their 
Troops  at  Gloucefler.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke  and  fome  others  refufed  to 
appear.  Upon  which  the  King  or¬ 
dered  their  Eftates  to  be  plundered, 
and  their  Houfes  to  be  pillaged.  If 
the  Ba-ons  had  held  together,  he 
would  fcarce  have  ventured  to  have 
taken  fuch  a  Step  :  But  fome  of  them 
having  broken  the  Confederacy,  left 
the  reft  to  his  Refentment.  The 
Eail  of  Pembroke  retired  into  Wales, 
where  Prince  Levselleyn  granted  him 
Pmtediion  and  Afiiftance.  The  King 
marched  againft  him,  but  the  Earl 
lurprized  and  routed  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
my  :  Upon  which  Henry  retired  to 
Gloncejler,  and  thinking  himfelf  not 
fafe  there,  went  and  (hut  himftlr  up 
in  Winchefier  ■  the  Earl  Hill  making 


confiderable  Progrefs,  burning  thfi 
Town  of  Shrev.flury,  and  ravaging 
the  Lands  of  the  Courtiers  on  the 
Borders  of  Wales. 

But  thelvlinifteraccomplifhed  that 
by  Treachery j  which  the  King  could 
not  do  by  Force.  As  the  Council 
confifted  of  noire  but  his  Creatures^ 
he  fent  an  Order  to  the  Governors 
in  Ireland,  ligned  by  twelve  Privy 
Counfeliors,  to  plunder  the  Eftates 
of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  in  that 
Country,  on  Purpcfe  to  draw  him 
over  thither,  promifing  they  Ihould 
have  thofe  Eftates  for  their  Pains. 
He  alfo  fent  over  a  Charier  for  that 
Purpofe,  which  he  artfully  got  the 
King  to  fign  among  other  Papers  of 
little  Importance,  and  then  had  the 
Seal  affixed  to  it,  either  by  the  Con¬ 
nivance  of  the  Chancellor,  or,  as 
M.  Paris  fays,  they  Hole  the  Seal 
from  him.  Upon  receiving  this 
Charter,  the  Irijh  Governors  fet  a- 
bout  executing  the  Order  ;  they  le¬ 
vied  an  Army,  and  ravaged  the 
Earl’s  Lands,  which  drew  him  over 
to  Ireland,  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
thefe  Aggrelfors,  as  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchefier  defigned  it  Ihould.  And 
being  there,  he  was  bafely  betrayed 
by  fome  pretended  Friends,  who  en¬ 
gaged  him  in  a  Battle,,  in  which  he 
was  killed  by  a  Stab  in  his  Back  with 
a  Dagger. 

The  Bilhop’s  Power  did  not  con¬ 
tinue  long,  after  this  vile  Piece  of 
Treachery,  and  Abufe  of  his  Mailer’s 
Authority.  The  Archbilhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury  made  fuch  Reprelentations 
to  the  King,  of  the  ill  Confequences, 
both  to  himfelf  and  the  Nation,  of 
his  keeping  fo  odious  a  Miniller  any 
longer  near  him,  and  how  much  it 
would  be  his  Intereft  to  remove  him, 
that  his  Eyes  being  at  lail  opened, 
the  Miniller  was  dilgraced  and  fent 
to  his  Diocefe,  and  Rivaulx,  Se * 
grave,  and  all  the  reft  of  his  Crea¬ 
tures,  turned  out.  They  were  alfo 
ordered  to  give  an  Account  of  their 
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AClions,  and  of  the  Money  that  had 
palfed  thro’  their  Hands ;  but  when 
the  Day  came  for  them  to  give  in 
their  Anfwers,  they,  after  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  Hubert  de  Burgh,  took  Sanc¬ 
tuary  in  feveral  Churches,  and  the 
Bifhop  of  Winchejler  fheltered  him- 
felf  in  his  Cathedral.  This  was  in 
the  Year  1234.  In  1236  he  went 
to  Rome ,  and  died  in  the  Year  1238, 
juftly  deemed  by  all  one  of  the  chief 
Authors  of  the  Troubles  in  this 
Reign.  Segrave  and  PaJJalevo,  two 
of  the  old  Miniflers,  fome  Time  after 
their  Difgrace,  made  their  Peace 
with  the  fickle  and  avaricious  K  ng, 
by  a  Prefent  of  a  thouiand  Marks 
each,  and  fo  were  difcharged  from 
all  farther  Prafecutions.  Thus  wic¬ 
ked  Minillers  often  purchafed  an  In¬ 
demnity  by  the  very  Money  of  which 
they  have  cheated  the  Publick,  and 
for  which  they  ought  to  be  feverely 
puniihed. 

In  1236,  King  Henry  married 
Eleanor,  fecond  Daughter  to  Ray¬ 
mond,  Earl  of  Provence.  The  Mar¬ 
riage  was  celebrated  with  great  Pomp 
and  Magnificence,  but  through  the 
Weaknefs  and  Imprudence  of  the 
King  proved  unhappy  to  the  Na¬ 
tion.  For  though  he  had  fo  lately 
experienced  the  ill  Effefts  of  his  un¬ 
bounded  Favours  to  Foreigners,  yet 
now  he  became  more  impolitick 
than  ever  in  this  Refpeft,  giving 
himfelf  wholly  up  to  the  Direction 
of  the  Queen’s  Relations  and  other 
Foreigners  their  Adherents,  loading 
them  with  Gifts,  Penfions,  Places, 
and  Offices,  to  the  great  Prejudice 
and  Oppreflion  of  his  Englijb  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  Impovcrifhment  of  the 
Realm ;  which,  together  with  the 
Grievances  occafioned  by  this  Mea- 
fure,  was  the  Source  of  perpetual 
Difputes  and  Mifunderftandings  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  his  Parliaments 
for  near  thirty  Years,  and  ended  at 
laft  in  a  Civil  War,  called  the  Ba¬ 
rons  War.  We  cannot  enter  into 


a  Detail  of  all  the  Particulars  during 
this  long  and  confufed  Period,  nor 
indeed  would  it  fignify  much  to  do  fo. 
Let  it  fuffice  therefore  to  take  notice 
of  fome  principal  Events. 

Soon  after  the  King’s  Marriage, 
William  of  Provence,  the  Queen’s 
Uncle,  came  over,  and  fo  gained 
the  Affedtion  of  the  King,  that  he 
in  effect  became  foie  Minifter,  and 
managed  every  thing  as  he  pleafed  ; 
at  which  the  Englijh  Barons  were 
exceeding  y  difgulted,  and  the  Par¬ 
liament  made  heavy  Complaints. 
The  King,  to  quiet  them,  made  a 
Shew  of  redreffing  fome  Grievan¬ 
ces,  but  dill  adhered  to  his  Favou¬ 
rite.  He  had  now  a  Mind  to  re¬ 
move  the  Bifhop  of  Cbichejler  from 
the  C'hancellorfhip,  in  which  he  had 
behaved  well ;  but  it  is  remarkable, 
that  he  refufed  to  refign  it,  alledg¬ 
ing,  that  the  Parliament  had  intrud¬ 
ed  him  with  that  Office,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  could  not  lay  it  down,  but 
by  the  fame  Authority. 

Whenever  Henry  promifed  to  re- 
drefs  Grievances,  it  was  all  a  Pre¬ 
tence,  to  bring  about  his  own  Ends, 
and  obtain  Money  from  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  which  when  he  had  fucceeded 
in,  he  always  returned  to  his  old 
Courfes,  and  governed  as  bad  or 
worfe  than  ever.  And  now,  as  if  he 
had  a  Mind  to  affront  his  Subjects 
in  the  higheft  Degree,  he  recalled 
to  Court  the  two  hated  Miniders, 
Segrave and Rivaulx,  and  again  made 
them  his  Favourites  and  Confidents. 
Soon  after  which,  by  Virtue  of  a 
Bull  from  the  Pope,  he  would  have 
annulled  all  the  Grants  he  had  made 
in  his  Nonage  ;  but  the  Parliament 
would  not  confent  to  it. 

In  1237,  the  King,  in  order  to 
obtain  another  Subfidy  from  his  Par¬ 
liament,  pretended  to  condemn  his 
former  ConduCl,  and  promifed  no 
longer  to  be  guided  by  Foreigners ; 
and  got  a  certain  Pried  to  make  a 
fmooth  and  plaufible  Harangue  for 
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vthat  Purpofe.  But  this  did  not  pre¬ 
vail  on  the  Barons,  who  were  but 


too  fenftbie  of  the  King’s  Infincerity 


and  Diliimulation,  and  that  the  large 
Sums  he  had  already  obtained  upon 
many  plaufible  Pretences,  had  been 
employed  only  in  enriching  Foreign¬ 
ers.  However,  the  King  having  pro- 
mifed  to  reftore  the  Charters  obtain¬ 
ed  in  the  late  Reign,  and  ordered 
the  Curfe,  formerly  denounced  by 
Cardinal  Langton ,  againft  fuch  as 
fhould  infringe  them,  to  be  publiihed 
in  all  the  Churches  ;  and  having 
added  to  his  Council  feme  Lords 
that  were  acceptable  to  the  Barons, 
the  Parliament  was  at  laft  fo  far  im- 
pofed  upon  as  to  grant  him  the  Sub- 
fidy  ;  but  on  Condition,  that  for  the 
future  he  fhould  rejedl  the  Counfels 
of  Foreigners,  and  that  four  Knights 
fhould  be  chofen  in  every  County, 
to  collect  and  fecure  the  Money  in 
fome  Monaftery,  in  order  to  be  re- 
ilored  to  every  one  again,  if  the 
King  was  not  as  good  as  his  Word  : 
And  yet  the  Money  was  no  fooner 
raifed,  but  the  King  feized  it,  and 
made  the  fame  bad  Ufe  of  it  as  for¬ 
merly,  and  continued  his  Foreigners 
in  his  Council  as  much  as  ever. 
Upon  which  Prince  Richard  his  Bro¬ 
ther  earneftly  expoftulated  with  him, 
but  to  no  Purpofe. 

The  Earldom  of  Chefier  was  the 
fame  Year  annexed  to  the  Crown, 
upon  the  laft:  Earl’s  dving  without 
Iffue. 

In  1239,  the  Queen  was  delivered 
of  a  Prince,  who  was  named  Edward, 


Whilft  the  King  was  thus  oppref- 
ftng  the  reft  of  his  Subjefte,  the  Cler¬ 
gy  were  no  lefs  expofed  to  the  Op- 
preflions  of  the  Pope.  Each  ftded 
with  the  other  in  his  Exactions  and 
Extortions,  and  they  both,  as  it 
were,  went  Hand  in  Hand  together 
in  draining  and  ruining  the  Nation. 
So  that  the  Court  of  Rome  never 
had  a  finer  Time  of  it  in  England 
than  in  this  Reign.  In  1240,  the 
Pope  nominated  no  lefs  than  three 
hundred  Italians  to  the  vacant  Be¬ 
nefices. 

Henry ,  who  was  always  moft  ex¬ 
travagantly  bent  upon  conferring  Fa¬ 
vours  on  the  Queen’s  Relations,  in 
1241,  got  Boniface  her  Brother  elect¬ 
ed  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  ;  thus 
placing  a  young  Man  and  a  Fo¬ 
reigner  at  the  Head  of  the  Englijh 
Church. 

Tho’  France  was  in  Poffeffion  of 
a  great  Part  of  Poiciou ,  Henry  in- 
vefted  his  Brother  Prince  Richard 
with  drat  Earldom  ;  and  the  King 
cf  France  thinking  he  had  as  good  a 
Right,  invefted  Alpbonfo  his  Brother 
with  the  fame.  This  occafioned  a 
new  War  between  the  two  Crowns, 
in  which  Henry  came  off  with  as  little 
Reputation  as  ufual,  and  Lewis  made 
an  entire  Cor.queft  of  Poicttu. 

The  King,  who  was  always  want¬ 
ing  Money,  and  fquandering  it  away 
when  he  had  it,  in  <243,  put  him- 
felf  to  a  greater  Expence  than  he 
could  afford,  on  account  of  the  Mar¬ 
riage  of  Prince  Richard  with  Cincia, 


the  Queen’s  Siller.  ’Tis  laid  the 


and  fucceeding  his  Father,  proved  aTWedding-D  inner  confifted  of  thirty 
great  and  famous  King/  thoufand  Difhes. 

When  the  Parliament,  who  had'  In  1245,  the  Queen  was  delivered 


been  fo  often  deceived  by  the  King, 
refufed  to  grant  him  any  Subfidics, 
he  raifed  Money  upon  the  People  by 
Loans  and  other  illegal  Methods. 
The  Jews  were  always  great  Suf¬ 
ferers  in  this  Refpett,  from  whom 
he  extorted  large  Sums  upon  every 
Occafion. 


of  another  Son,  who  was  named 
Edmund. 

The  Court  of  Rome  continuing  its 
Exactions,  and  the  Clergy  fearing 
openly  to  oppofe  the  Pope,  the  Lay- 
Barons  began  to  coufult  how  to  free 
the  Nation  from  fuch  grievous  Op- 
preftions ;  and  the  Parliament,  in 
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1246,  in  Letters  figned  by  the  King, 
the  Bifhops,  and  the  Barons,  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Pope  the  following  Grievan¬ 
ces,  demanding  Satisfaction  therein. 
I.  That  his  Holinefs,  not  fatisfied 
with  the  yearly  Payment  of  Peter - 
Pence,  exadted  from  the  Clergy  gieat 
Contributions.  2.  That  Patrons  had 
not  the  Liberty  to  preient  fit  Perfons 
to  the  vacant  Livings,  the  Pope  con¬ 
ferring  them  generally  on  the  Ita¬ 
lians,  who  carried  the  Income  of 
their  Benefice^  out  of  the  Kingdom. 
3.  That  the  Pope  exafted  Penfions 
from  the  Churches.  4.  That  when 
an  Italian  Prieft  died,  his  Benefice 
was  prefently  bellowed  on  one  of 
the  fame  Nation  :  And  that  whereas- 
the  Italians  were  inverted  without 
Trouble  or  Expence,  the  Etiglijh 
were  obliged  to  go  and  profecute 
their  Right  at  Rome.  5.  That  the 
Claufe  Non  objiante,  in  the  Bulls,  en¬ 
tirely  dertroyed  all  Laws,  Culloms, 
Statutes  and  Privileges  of  the  Church 
and  Kingdom.  But  inrtead  of  re- 
drerting  thel'e  Grievances,,  the  Pope 
took  Occafion  to  opprefs  the  Clergy 
more  than  ever,  and  would  have  laid 
feveral  new  Import  tions  upon  them, 
if  the  King  had  not  now  a  little  ex¬ 
erted  himfelf.  About  this  Time  died 
the  King’s  Mother,  Ij'abella,  Queen 
Dowager  of  England,, and  Counteis 
of  March ;  for  lhe  married  the  Earl 
of  March,  her  firrt  Lover,  after  King 
John's  Death. 

In  1248,  the  King  demanded  a 
new  Subrtdy  from  his  Parliament. 
But  they,  inrtead  of  complying  with 
his  Will,  alked  him  how  he  could 
for  Shame  expedt  any  fuch  Thing, 
after  having  fo  often  broke  Ins 
Word;  and  upbraided  him  with  his 
exceflive  Bounties  to  Foreigners,  in 
Prejudice  of  his  native  Subjedls. 
Whereupon  he  prorogued  them  ;  and 
at  the  next  Meeting,  being  fpirited 
up  by  his  pernicious  Foreigners, 
contrary  to  his  Temper,  which  was 
naturally  timid,  he  fpoke  to  them  in 


H1 

very  rough  and  haughty  Language  ; 
But  this  only  provoking  them  the 
more,  the  Barons  told  him,  that 
fince  he  did  not  intend  to  reform 
what  was  amifs,  they  were  not  fo 
mad  as  to  impoverilh  themfelves  for 
the  fake  of  Foreigners.  And  fo  he 
diffolved  them,  for  fear  of  their  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  more  vigorous  Meafures : 
And  to  fupply  his  Wa..ts,  which 
were  purely  occartoned  by  his  un¬ 
bounded  Favours  to  Foreigners,  he 
was  forced  to  fell  his  Plate  and  jew¬ 
els  ;  which  being  quickly  purchafed 
by  the  Citizens  ot  London,  who  al¬ 
ways  pleaded  Poverty,  when  the 
granting  him  any  Aid  was  in  Quef- 
tion,  he  in  Refentment  fet  up  a  Fair 
at  IVefminJler,  to  lart  fifteen  Days, 
during  which  the  Londoners  were 
commanded  to  fhut  up  their  Shops, 
and  all  Fairs,  that  ufed  to  be  kept  at 
that  Time,  were  prohibited  all  over 
England. 

Another  Method  Henry  took  to 
raife  Money,  was  by  fend.ng  Judges 
into  the  feveral  Counties,  to  make 
Inquirttion  of  all  Trefpartes  commit¬ 
ted  in  the  Royal  Forerts ;  which 
Commiflion  was  fo  vigoroully  exe¬ 
cuted,  that  the  moft  trifling  Faults 
were  punilhed  by  exceflive  Fines  and 
Confifcations ;  which  procured  the 
King  prodigious  Sums,  but  at  the 
fame  Time,  the  Hatred  of  the  People, 

In  1251,  the  Claufe  Non  objiante 
began  firit  to  be  ufed  in  the  King’s 
Writs  or  Orders,  in  Imitation  of 
the  Pope ;  that  is.  Not vjit hjlanding 
any  former  Order ,  or  any  Thing  elfe  : 
Alter  which  it  became  very  com¬ 
mon  ;  which  occartoned  one  of  the 
King’s  Juftices  to  fay  with  a  Sigh, 
Nias  !  vohat  Times  are  vue  fallen  into  ! 
The  Civil  Court  is  corrupted  in  Imita¬ 
tion  of  the  Ecclcfafical,  and  the  Ri¬ 
ver  is  poijoned  from  that  Fountain. 

Whiift  King  Henry  was  daily  giv¬ 
ing  his  Subjects  frefh  Caufe  of  Com¬ 
plaint,  by  his  arbitraiy  Proceedings, 
he  impolitickly  fell  out  with  Simon 
K  2  de 
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de  Montfort ,  who  had  been  in  great 
Favour  with  him,  had  married  his 
Sifter,  and  was  made  Earl  of  Lei¬ 
cester.  This  Nobleman  had  done 
h:m  great  Service  in  reducing  the 
rebellious  Gafcons  in  Guienne ;  but 
being  afterwards  accufed  by  them  of 
fame  oppreffive  Practices  in  his  Go¬ 
vernment  of  that  Pro\ince,  (tho’  the 
true  Caufe  of  their  Uneafinefs  was 
his  Vigilance  to  keep  them  from  re¬ 
volting  again)  the  weak  King  gave 
Ear  to  his  Accufers,  and  turned  his 
Refentment  againft  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefer ;  who  perceiving  the  Storm, 
got  over  Prince  Richard,  the  Earl  of 
Gloucejier,  and  feveral  other  great 
Lords  to  his  Side,  and  a  Sort  of 
Confederacy  was  formed  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour.  The  King,  who  in  order  (as 
he  thought)  to  fecure  the  Allegiance 
of  the  Gafcons,  was  for  facrificing 
their  Governor  to  their  Refentment, 
feeing  that  Matters  were  not  likely 
to  go  as  he  would  have  them,  in 
great  Pafiion  called  the  Earl  fray- 
tor  ;  upon  which  he  in  as  great  a 
Pallion,  told  the  King  he  lied,  and 
that  if  he  were  not  a  King,  he  would 
make  him  eat  his  Words:  Which, 
perhaps,  is  the  firft  Inftance  of  a 
Subjed’s  giving  his  Sovereign  the 
Lye  to  his  Face.  The  King,  the’ 
after  this  he  could  not  look  upon  the 
Earl  without  Horror,  yet  perceiving 
the  ftrong  Party  that  was  formed  in 
his  Favour,  was  intimidated,  and 
outwardly  reconciledto  him,  and  even 
fent  him  again  Governor  of  Guienne ; 
but  immediately  after  his  Departu  e, 
he  conferr’d  that  Province  upon  Prince 
Edward  his  eldeft  Son.  Seme  Time 
after,  the  Gafcons  revolted  again,  and 
joined  with  the  King  of  Cajlile, 
who  pretended  a  Right  to  Guienne. 
Henry,  under  the  Pretence  of  his 
engaging  in  an  Expedition  to  the 
Holy- Land,  but  in  Reality,  in  order 
to  carry  on  the  War  in  Guienne, 
obtained  a  Subftdy  from  his  Parlia¬ 
ment,  upon  his  again  molt  folemn- 


ly  fwearing  to  caufe  the  two  Char¬ 
ters  of  King  John  to  be  obferved  ; 
but  he  foon  applied  to  the  Pope  to 
be  abfolved  from  his  Oath.  He 
went  over  to  Guienne  in  Perfon,  but 
the  Affair  was  loon  made  up  between 
the  two  Kings,  by  the  Marriage  of 
Prince  Edward  with  Eleanor,  the 
King  of  Cafile’s  Sifter.  Upon  which 
the  young  Prince  was  not  only  in- 
vefted  with  Guienne,  but  Ireland,  and 
the  Sovereignty  of  Wales,  whofe 
Prince  had  put  himfelf  under  Henry1 's 
Protection. 

As  much  as  Henry  had  diftrefted 
himfelf  and  the  Nation  by  his  un- 
reafonable  Humours,  as  if  his  Affairs 
were  not  already  fufficiently  invol¬ 
ved,  his  Vanity,  Folly,  and  Impru¬ 
dence  threw  him  into  new  Troubles. 
The  Kingdom  of  Sicily  being  in 
Difpute  between  the  Pope  and  Con- 
radin.  Son  of  the  Emperor  Conrade, 
of  the  Houfe  of  Suabia,  and  after¬ 
wards  between  the  Pope  and  Man¬ 
fred,  Conrade's  Bailard-Brother  ;  the 
Pope  linding  himfelf  diftrefted  by 
this  War,  and  not  able  to  carry  it 
on  without  the  Afliftance  of  fome 
other  Power,  made  an  Offer  of  the 
Crown  of  Sicily  to  Henry,  for  his 
fecond  Son  Edmund,  in  cafe  he 
would  afiift  in  the  Conqueft  of  that 
Kingdom.  Henry  greedily  accepted 
this  imaginary  Prefect,  and  feemed 
as  well  pleafed,  as  if  his  Son  had 
been  in  adual  PolTefiion  of  that 
Crown  ;  and  by  this  Means  became 
the  entire  Tool  and  Bubble  of  the 
Pope.  Money  was  what  the  Pontiff 
wanted,  and  the  King  net  only  fent 
him  all  his  ready  Money,  and  what 
he  extorted  from  the  Jews,  and  his 
other  Subjects,  and  was  lent  him  by 
his  Brother  Prince  Richard,  but 
likewiie  bound  himfelf  to  pay  what¬ 
ever  Sums  the  Pope  Should  borrow  on 
the  Score  of  the  Affair  of  Sicily. 
And  though  the  Money  borrowed 
under  this  Pretence  was  not  applied 
for  carrying  on  the  War  in  Sicily  t 

but 
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but  the  Pope  all  the  while  fullered 
Manfred  to  remain  in  the  quiet  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Crown,  yet  the  moil 
flagrant,  unjult,  and  fcandalcus  Me¬ 
thods  were  made  ule  of,  by  the 
Court  of  Rome,  to  extort  immenfe 
Sums  from  th zEngliJh  Clergy;  whilil 
the  King,  by  the  Pope’s  Aflillance, 
got  what  he  could  from  his  other 
Subjedls,  for  the  Repayment  of  the 
Sums  b  rrovved  for  this  Undertaking. 
By  this  Means,  Henry  wa,  brought 
into  i'uch  Dillrefo,  that  he  at  lafc  lent 
Ambafladors  to  Rome  to  renounce, 
in  his  Sen’s  Name,  the  imaginary 
Grant  of  Sicily,  which  had  alreauy 
coil  him  fo  dear,  and  had  conle- 
quently  railed  an  univerfal  Dilcon- 
tent  in  the  Nation. 

It  was  now  that  the  Barons  began 
to  exert  thermelves,  and  to  take 
Meafures  againll  the  King.  The 
whole  Nation  had,  doubtlefs,  been 
grievoufly  epprefled  :  But  the  great 
Power  and  Credit  of  Foreigners,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Queen’s  Relations,  and 
the  King’s  Half-Brothers,  Sons  of 
the  Earl  of  March,  by  whom  he 
had  been  a  long  Time  wholly  go¬ 
verned,  and  the  immenfe  Riches 
they  enjoyed,  was  the  chief  Grie¬ 
vance  of  the  Barons,  and  the  real 
Cauie  of  their  Complaint.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  in  a  Parliament  held  at  Ox¬ 
ford  in  1258,  (in  which,  it  is  for 
tlie  firil  Time  obferved,  there  were 
twelve  Barons,  as  Deputies,  or  Re- 
prcjentatHoes  of  the  Commons)  the 
Confederacy  w'as  fo  ltrong  againll 
the  King,  (the  Barons  coming  well 
attended  and  well  armed)  that  they 
compelled  him  in  elfcfl  to  lay  down 
the  fovereign  Authority,  and  to 
lodge  it  in  four  and  twenty  Com- 
mifiioners,  twelve  to  be  chofen  by 
the  King,  and  twelve  by  the  Barons. 
Simon  dc  Montfort,  Earl  of  Leicefer, 
their  Prefident,  who  drew  up  the  fo  - 
low  ng  Articles,  which  were  approved 
oi  by  the  Parliament,  called  the  Sta¬ 
tutes,  Pro-vijions  or  Expedients,  of  Ox¬ 


ford.  1.  That  the  King  Ihould  con¬ 
firm  the  Great  Charter .  2.  That 
the  Office  of  Chief  Jv.Jliciary  Ihould 
be  given  t  >  one  of  fit  Capacity  and 
Integrity.  3.  That  the  Chancellor, 
Treafurer,  JuJlices,  and  other  pub- 
lick  Minifi.rs,  ihould  be  chofen  by 
the  Four  and  fnventy.  4.  That  the 
King’s  Cailies,  and  all  Strong-Holds, 
Ihould  be  n  the  Cultody  of  the  laid 
Four  and  7 <iventy.  5 .  That  it  Ihould 
be  Death  for  any  Perfon  to  oppo.e, 
diredtly  or  irdiredtly,  what  Ihould 
be  enafled  by  them.  6.  That  the 
Parliament  Ihould  meet  three  Times 
a  Year.  The  King  was  obliged  to 
give  his  Aflent  to  thefe  Articles, 
and  Pr’nce  Edward  likewife  wrs 
con  drained  to  fwear  to  the  Obfer- 
v.  nce  of  them.  Some  Oppofition 
was  made  to  them,  but  the  Con¬ 
federacy  was  too  ilrcng  to  be  over¬ 
borne.  The  Confequence  was,  that 
the  Foreigners  were  forced  to  leave 
the  Kingdom,  and  the  Basons  en¬ 
tered  into  an  JJfociation  to  Hand  by 
the  Oxford  Pro-uifions,  with  their 
Lives  and  Fortu.  es;  in  which  they 
were  joined  by  the  City  of  London. 

Thus  this  arbitrary  and  ill-advifed 
Prince,  who  had  all  along  Ihewn  fo 
little  Regard  to  his  SubjCdls,  found 
himfelf  at  once  reduced  to  little  more 
than  the  Shadow  of  a  Sote.eign. 
But  he  could  not  well  brook  this 
Reilraiht,  and  therefore  foon  fought 
Means  to  free  himfelf  from  the  Yoke 
of  the  Barons.  A  Breach  between 
the  Earls  of  Leieejter  and  Gloucejler, 
the  two  Chiefs  of  the  Coniederacy, 
put  him  in  Hopes  of  fucceeaing. 
He  accordingly  got  the  Pope  to  ab- 
folve  him  from  his  Oath  concerning 
the  Oxford  Pronjifiens  ;  and,  in  the 
Parliament  alfembled  at  London  in 
1261,  he  declared  he  no  longer 
looked  upon  himfelf  obliged  to  ob- 
ferve  thole  Regulations,  and  then 
retired  to  the  Tovjtr,  having  gained 
the  Governor  t  >  his  Side.  Here  he 
iflued  out  Ploclamations,  ar.-d  aid 
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feveral  other  Tilings,  againft  the 
Afts  of  the  Four  and  Twenty,  but 
the  Earls  of  Leicefer  and  Gioucefer 
‘being  now  reconciled,  the  King 
found  himfelf  but  in  an  ill  Situa¬ 
tion.  An  Accommodation  was  more 
than  once  fet  on  foot,  but  it  came 
to  nothing,  partly  thro’  the  Indifcre- 
tion  of  the  King,  and  partly  thro’ 
the  violent  Spir.t  of  fome  of  the 
Barons.  At  laft  having  gained  to 
his  Side  Prince  Richard  his  Brother 
(now  King  of  the  Romans)  and  his 
Son,  Prince  Edward ;  Henry  was 
more  emboldened  than  ever  to  op- 
pofe  the  Barons,  who  were  firmly 
refolved  to  Hand  by  what  had  been 
agreed  upon  in  the  Parliament  at 
Oxford . 

The  War  accordingly  broke  out 
between  the  two  Parties,  in  1263, 
the  Barons  having  chofen  the  Earl 
of  Leicefer  for  their  General.  They 
foon  became  Mailers  of  Gloucefer, 
Hereford ,  Bridgnorth ,  Worcefer  and 
other  Places  in  thole  Parts ;  and  the 
City?of  London  declared  in  their  Fa¬ 
vour.  Neverthelefs  the  War  re¬ 
mained  doubtful,  each  Side  gain:ng 
Advantages  over  the  other,  till  the 
famous  Battle  of  Lewes',  which  was 
fought  on  May  14,  1264;  in  which 
the  Royal  Army  was  routed.  King 
Henry  himfelf,  and  his  Brother  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  were  made  Pri- 
foners ;  and  Prince  Edward  (who  had 
beat  the  Londoners  in  the  firit  At¬ 
tack)  and  Henry,  Son  to  the  King  of 
the  Romans ,  were  forced  to  furrender 
themfelves  Pri, oners  to  the  Barons. 

The  Ear]  of  Leicefer  having  thus 
get  the  King  in  his  Hands,  diipofed 
of  him  juft  as  he  pieafed,  and  make 
him  fign  what  Orders  he  thought 
ft.  And  now  the  Barons  drew  up  a 
riew  Plan  of  Government,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Parliament,  which 
met  on  the  twentv-iecond  of  fune; 
previous  to  which,  they  maue  the 
King  fign  Ccmmiffions,  appointing 
in  each  Ccunty  certain  Magilcrates, 


called  Confervators,  who  were  ordered 
to  lend  up  four  Knights  of  each  Coun¬ 
ty,  nominated  or  chofen  by  the  Affent 
cf  their  refpedtive  Counties,  to  fit  in 
the  Parliament  as  Reprefentatives  of 
their  fem-al  Shires :  From  whence 
many  date  the  Original  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  fitting  in  Parliament.  The 
Barcns  Plan,  which  this  Parliament 
ap. -roved  of,  was,  That  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  Jhould  appoint  Three  Commijf on¬ 
ers,  who  Jhoidd  have  Power  to  chufe 
a  Council  of  Nine  Lords,  to  whom  the 
Admtnif  ration  of  the  publick  Affairs 
Jhould  le  committed :  ' 1  bat  the  King 
might  change  any  of  the  Tine,  or  all  of 
them,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Three  Com- 
mifjicners  ;  and  might  change  or  turn 
out  the  Three,  provided  it  was  done 
by  the  Confent  of  the  Community  of  the 
Barons  :  And  that  the  Nine  jhould 
nominate  all  the  publick  Officers. 

Thus  Things  continued  for  above 
a  Year,  whilft  the  Earl  of  Leicefer 
was  at  the  Head  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and,  in  Effeft,  exercifed  the 
fupreme  Authority,  in  the  Name  of 
the  King,  whom  he  carried  about 
with  him  from  Place  to  Place,  as 
he  had  Occafnn  to  remove  with  his 
Army,  and  made  u  e  of  the  Royal 
Name  for  whatever  he  had  a  Mind 
to  inforce.  He  met  indeed  with 
fome  Trouble,  from  an  Infurredlion 
of  lome  Lords  in  the  Counties  bor¬ 
dering  upon  Wales,  whom  he  march’d 
in  Perion  againft,  and  had  the  good 
Fortune  entirely  to  vanquifh.  The 
great  Preparations  the  Queen  was 
making  in  France,  gave  him  alfo 
great  Uneafinefs ;  but  he  was  luckily 
delivered  from  his  Apprehenfions  on 
that  Occafion  by  the  Fleet,  which 
was  to  bring  over  an  Army  of  Fo¬ 
reigners,  being  detained  fo  long  by 
contrary  Winds,  that  at  laft  the 
Troops  were  forced  to  return  home. 
But  what  difturbed  him  moll  was 
that  fome  of  the  Lords  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy,  particularly  the  Earl  of 
Gloucejler,  jealous  of  his  afpiring  to 
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the  Crown,  began  to  turn  againft 
him.  To  obviate  their  Sufpicions, 
he  called  a  Parliament,  chiefly,  as 
he  pretended,  to  c  nfult  about  let¬ 
ting  Prince  Edward at  Liberty.  ’Tis 
remarkable,  that  exprefs  Mention  is 
made  of  two  Knights  being  font  to 
this  Parliament,  as  Reprefentatives 
for  each  County,  and  two  Bw  gefes 
for  each  City  and  Borough.  1  he 
Affertors  of  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Huufe  of  Commons  infer,  that  this 
was  before  a  cultomary  Th’ng,  be- 
caufe  the  Hiflorians  do  not  remark 
that  it  was  a  new  Eftab  ifnment ; 
whilfl:  their  Opponents  fay,  there 
would  have  been  no  Need  to  take 
notice  of  this  Particular  here,  if  it 
had  been  a  ufual  Thin°-  before. 

.  a  ^  t 

All  that  this  Parliament,  which  was 
wholly  at  Leicejier’ s  Devotion,  did 
in  relation  to  Prince  Edward,  was, 
to  order  that  he  lliould  be  removed 
from  Domer-Cajile,  and  remain  with 
the  King ;  which  was  doing  nothing 
at  all,  as  the  King  himfelf  was  a 
Prifouer  in  Leicejier’ s  Hands. 

However,  the  Prince  had,  not 
long  after,  the  good  Fortune  to 
make  his  Efcape,  and  went  and  put 
himfelf  at  the  Head  of  fome  Troops, 
which  the  Earl  of  Gloucejier  had 
raifed  ;  which  foon  increaiing  to  a 
confiderab'e  Army,  and  even  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Leicejier, 
he  marched  in  order  to  attaclc  him. 
He  firlt  cut  in  Pieces  a  fmall  Army, 
which  young  Simon  de  Mantfort  was 
conducting  to  reinforce  his  Facher  ; 
and  then  advancing  immediately  a- 
gainft  the  Earl,  he  fell  upon  him 
near  EnjeJham,  and  in  an  obllinate 
and  bloody  Fight,  o nAuguJi,  4, 1265, 
totally  routed  Leicejier  s  Army,  and 
let  the  King  his  Father  at  Liberty  ; 
the  Earl  himfelf  and  his  Son  Henry 
being  flain  on  the  Spot. 

King  Henry  no  fooner  found  him- 
felf  at  Liberty,  but  his  Mind  was 
wholly  bent  upon  taking  Vengeance 
on  his  Enemies ;  he  confifcated  the 


Eftates  of  the  Confederate  Barons, 
and  feverely  chait  fed  the  City  of 
London.  Simon  de  Montfort,  eldcit  Son 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  not 
doubting  but  he  Ihculd  be  one  of 
the  firit  that  fhould  fuller,  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  the  King  of  the 
Romans  his  Friend,  who  was  in  his 
Cuitody  in  Kennelworth- Cajile,  by 
releafing  him  without  a  Ranfom, 
foon  after  the  Battle  of  Evefocnn. 
But  perceiving  the  King  wholly  go¬ 
verned  by  Paffion  and  Refentment, 
he  quitted  the  Caille  of  Kennel-worth, 
leaving  a  firong  Garriion  in  it,  and 
threw  himfelf  with  fome  Troops 
into  the  IJls  of  Axholme :  But  Prince 
Edward  loon  forced  them  to  fur- 
render,  on  Condition  their  Lives 
and  Limbs  fhouli  be  (pared.  Simon 
de  Montfort  now  found  fo  powerful 
a  Mediator  in  the  King  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  th.-.C  King  Henry  not  only 
pardoned  him,  but  would  have  re- 
ilowd  him  to  Favour,  if  the  carl  of 
Gloucejier  had  not  oppofed  it.  How¬ 
ever,  he  had  Liberty  to  depart  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  King  was  to 
grant  him  a  yearly  Penfion,  if  he  de¬ 
livered  up  Kennelworih-Cafle,  which 
now  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  do. 
He  foon  after  joined  himfelf  with 
fome  Pirates  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
and  plundered  all  the  Merchant-Ships 
that  came  in  his  Way. 

There  were,  after  thb,  feveral  In- 
furredtions,  which  we  need  not  men¬ 
tion  particularly,  as  they  were  foon 
quelled.  The  Cattle  of  Kennelworth 
held  out  a  long  Siege  and  Blockade, 
till  the  Befieged  were  forced  to  eat 
their  Horfes,  and  did  not  furrender  till 
the  Year  1267.  The  Malecontents, 
who  had  feized  the  IJle  of  Ely,  were 
the  lait  who  furrendered,  which  they 
did  foon  after  thofe  of  Kennelworth. 

The  Tranquillity  of  the  Kingdom 
heing  thus  perfectly  reftored,  Prince 
Edward  undertook  a  Voyage  to  the 
Holy-Land-,  where beingdifappointed 
of  the  Reinforcements  he  expedted 
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from  France  and  elfewhere,  he  could 
do  but  little,  though  he  fufficiently 
Shewed  the  Saracens  what  they  might 
expert  from  him,  if  he  had  had  more 
Forces.  He  had  like  to  have  been 
aflaflinated  by  one  of  the  Infidels, 
who  was  juit  going  to  dab  him  in 
the  Belly  with  a  Dagger ;  but  the 
Prince  warded  off  the  Blew  with  his 
Ar'm,  in  which  he  was  dangeroufly 
wounded.  The  Villain  was  going  to 
ferike  again  ;  but  Edouard  gave  him 
fuch  a  Kick  on  the  Bread,  that  he 
threw  him  down  backwards,  and 
wreding  the  Dagger  out  of  his  Hand, 
difpatched  him  with  it.  Finding  he 
could  make  no  great  Progrefs  in 
Palejline,  unfupported  as  he  was,  he 
concluded  a  Trace  with  the  Sultan 
for  ten  Years,  ten  Months,  and  ten 
Days,  and  fet  fail  for  England  in 
1 272. 

His  Father  King  Henry  did  not  live 
to  fee  him  return.  Hediedon  Nov.  1 6. 
1272,  after  a  very  long  Reign  of 
fifty-fix  Years,  and  twenty  Days, 
aged  fixty-fix;  and  was  interredin 
the  Abbey-Church  at  Wefiminjler, 
near  the  Shrine  of  Edouard  the  Con- 
fefifor,  which  was  removed  thither 
in  1269,  jud  as  the  Church,  the 
molt  dately  then  in  Eurote,  was  fi¬ 
nished 


His  incondant,  fickle  Temper,  his 
narrow  Geni  u  s,  his  arbitrary  Notions, 
his  Greehinefs  of  Money,  and  lavish¬ 
ly  fquandering  it  away  on  his  Fa¬ 
vourites,  or  in  ill-concerted  Projects, 
wherein  the  Good  of  the  Nation  was 
not  at  all  concerned ;  his  being  a  con- 
dant  Slave  and  Tool  to  the  Court  of 
Rome,  and  his  little  Courage  as  well 
as  Conduft,  appear  in  all  his  Ac¬ 
tions,  during  his  long  confufed  and 
didrafted  Reign.  But  it  mud  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  to  the  Struggles  in  this 
Reign,  the  Englijh  in  great  Meafure 
owe  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  they 
enjoy  at  this  Day.  With  all  his 
Faults,  he  may  judly  be  commended 
for  his  Continence,  and  Averfion  to 
Cruelty,  being  always  fatisfied  with 
punishing  his  rebellious  Subj’edts  only 
in  their  Purfes. 

He  had  nine  Children,  whereof 
only  two  Sons,  Edouard  and  Edmund, 
and  two  Daughters,  Margaret  and 
Beatrix,  furvived  him. 

Matthenu  Paris,  a  Monk  of  St. 
Alban's,  one  of  the  mod  celebrated 
Hidorians  of  this  Kingdom,  flourish¬ 
ed  in  this  Reign. 

Trial  by  Fire  and  Water  Ordeal 
was,  by  this  King’s  Command,  laid 
afide  by  the  Judges,  and  foon  after 
grew  quite  out  of  Ufe.  _ 
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1.  np  HIS  Prince,  the  eldeft 
Son  of  Henry  III.  was  on 
JL  his  Return  from  the  Holy- 
Land,  when  his  Father  died.  HisAb- 
fence  at  that  Time  might  have  given 
Occafion  to  fome  Commotions,  if 
the  Malcontents  of  Leicejler' s  Party 
had  not  been  for  fome  Years  fuffict- 
ently  humbled,  and  if  the  Nation  in 
general  had  not  had  fo  good  an  Opi¬ 
nion  of  Prince  Edward,  that  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  to  have  at¬ 
tempted  any  Thing  to  his  Prejudice. 
Accordingly,  upon  Henry's  Death, 
the  Barons  unanimoufly  fwore  Fealty 
to  Edward,  though  they  had  not 
even  heard  from  him  for  fome 
Time;  and  wrote  him  a  very  du¬ 
tiful  Letter,  inviting  him  to  come 
and  take  Pofleffion  of  the  Throne. 
They  then  committed  the  Regency 
of  the  Kingdom  to  three  proper 
Perfons  whom  they  made  choice 
of  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  that  met  loon  after,  confiding 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo¬ 
ral,  and  Knights  of  the  Shires  and 
EurgelTes,  approved  of  what  had 


been  done  for  preferving  the  Peace 
of  the  Kingdom, 

In  the  mean  Time  Edward  pur- 
fuing  his  Voyage,  arrived  in  Sicily , 
and  at  Mejfina  firft  heard  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Death.  From  hence  he  fet  out 
for  Rome  to  vilit  the  new  Pope,  Gre¬ 
gory  X.  who  had  attended  him  in 
the  Crufado,  in  Quality  of  Legate. 
After  this,  he  paffed  through  France , 
was  honourably  received  by  King 
Philip  at  Paris,  and  did  him  Homage 
for  Guienne.  Then  coming  to  Bour- 
deaux,  he  received  the  Homage  of 
the  Vaflals  of  that  Duchy. 

Having  fettledhis  Affairs  in  Guienne , 
he  came  into  England ,  and  was  recei  v ’d 
with  all  Demonftrations  of  Joy.  Fie 
was  crowned  foon  after,  Augujl  19, 
1  zj  i\,^\t\\EleanorV\s  Queen, who  had 
attended  him  in  his  Expedition;  Alex¬ 
ander  III.  King  of  Scotland,  the  Duke 
of  Bretaign,  and  all  the  Lords  of  the 
Realm,  being  prelent  at  theSolemnity; 
onwhich  Occafion  live  hundred  Horfes 
we<e  let  loofe  about  the  Country,  for 
all  that  could  catch  them  to  keep  them . 

The  lirlt  Thing  King  Edward 
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did,  after  his  Coronation,  was  to 
fendCommiffioners  into  all  the  Coun¬ 
ties,  to  enquire  into  the  Fiefs  held  of 
the  Crown,  and  to  examine  into  and 
punifli  the  Mifdemeanors  of  fuch 
Magiftrates  as  had  abufed  their  Au¬ 
thority  in  opprefling  the  People ; 
which  gave  univerial  Satisfa&ion. 
The  Parliament,  which  fat  foon  af¬ 
ter,  in  1275,  enafted  fome  good 
Laws  for  fecuring  the  Liberties  of 
the  People,  and  the  Privileges  of  the 
Clergy  ;  which  were  called  the  Sta¬ 
tutes  of  Weftminfler. 

Edward’s  Thoughts  had  been  for 
fome  Time  bent  upon  chaitiiing  Le- 
wellyn,  Prince  of  Wales,  whole  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Grandfather  had  done  Ho¬ 
mage  to  henry  III.  tor  all  that 
Country.  The  Weljh  had  made  fome 
Struggles  to  throw  off  the  Yoke, 
and  their  p.efent  Piince  had  very 
much  countenanced  and  encouraged 
the  late  Malcontents  in  England. 
Edward  had  therefore  long  deter¬ 
mined  to  difable  him  from  doing 
any  more  Mifchief ;  but  his  Voyage 
to  Palefine,  and  the  Circum fiances 
of  the  fimes,  had  hitherto  hindered 
him  A  fit  Opportunity  now  offered. 
The  Parliament  had  fummoned  Le- 
•wellyn,  before  Edward’s  Arrival,  to 
appear  and  do  Homage  to  the  abfent 
Kine  ;  which  he  refufed.  And  the 
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King,  after  his  Arrival,  fummoned 
him  feveral  Times  for  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe  ;  but  Lewe'llyn  always  exemed 
■himfelf  and  would  not  appear. 
Hercu  pon  Edward  rtio\\7e.d.  to  punilh 
him  for  his  Difobedience,  declared 
War  aginfi  him,  and  marched  with 
a  great  Army  into  his  Country,  and 
by  cutting  a  Way  thro’  a  vail  Forelf, 
opened  a  Paffage  to  the  Center  of 
Walts  ;  and  advancing  farther,  drove 
the  Weljh  to  the  Mountain  Snowdon, 
their  ulual  Retreat,  when  purfued  by 
the  Englifh.  His  Fleet  at  the  fame 
'I  iir.e  attacked  and  took  the  Ijle  of 
Anglejea.  This  rapid  Progr.  Is  of 
Ed j.ard'i  Arms,  made  LeweHyn  iue 


for  Peace,  which  he  obtained,  but 
upon  very  hard  Terms ;  tho’  Ed¬ 
ward  afterwards  generoufly  relaxed 
them,  being  fatisfied  with  his  Suc- 
cefs,  and  with  having  thus  mortified 
his  Enemy. 

In  1279,  the  Earldom  of  Ponthieu 
and  Montrc'Uil  fell  to  Edward ,  in 
Right  of  his  Queen,  upon  the  Death 
of  the  Queen  of  Cafile  her  Mother. 
But  to  obtain  the  Inveftiture  of  this 
Earldom  from  the  King  cf  France , 
he  was  forced  to  renounce  all  Claim 
to  Anjou  and  Normandy,  as  King 
Henry  his  Father  had  done. 

The  Coin  having  very  much  dif¬ 
fered  by  Clipping  and  Adulterating, 
during  the  late  Troubles,  and  Infor¬ 
mation  being  given,  that  the  Jews 
were  chiefly  concerned  in  it,  the 
King  cauied  all  that  were  in  the  Na¬ 
tion  to  be  feized  in  one  Day  ;  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty  of  them  be¬ 
ing  convi&ed  of  Clipping  and  Coin¬ 
ing,  received  Sentence  of  Death, 
and  were  executed  accordingly. 

About  this  Time,  the  King  pro- 
pofed,  and  the  Parliament  palled  a 
Statute,  forbidding  all  Perfons  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  Eftates  to  Societies , 
which  never  die  without  the  King’s 
Confent.  This  was  called  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  Mortmain,  and  was  cccafioned 
by  the  prevailing  Practice  of  Perfons 
alienating  their  Lands  to  the  Church, 
infomuch  that  if  a  Stop  had  not  been 
p  t  to  it,  there  was  Danger,  that 
all  the  Lands  in  England  would,  in 
Time,  come  to  be  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Clergy  and  Mona  femes. 

The  next  Year,  1280,  (tho’  fome 
fay  feveral  Years  after)  the  Statute 
or  fuo  Warranto  was  pafled,  occa- 
fioned  by  many  Perfons,  during  the 
lateTroubles,  appropriating  tothem- 
felves  Lands  which  they  had  no 
Right  to.  It  required  all  thofe, 
who  were  poflefled  of  fuch  contefled 
Eflates,  to  fliew  how  they  came  by 
them,  and  produce  their  Title  be¬ 
fore  the  Judges,  to  be  examined  into. 
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This  was  well  intended,  but  the 
King,  by  ill  Advice,  or  thro’  the  De¬ 
lire  of  heaping  up  Money,  began 
to  make  a  bad  Ufe  of  it.  As  many 
who  held  Lands  of  the  Crown  mult 
have  loft  their  Titles,  tho’  their  Pof- 
feffion  was  of  long  Standing,  he  took 
Advantage  of  this  Misfortune,  and 
iffued  a  Proclamation  for  all  that 
held  Lands  of  the  Crown  to  lay 
their  Title  before  the  Judges.  The 
Earl  of  Warren appearing,  and  being 
required  to  fhew  his  Title,  where¬ 
by  he  held  his  Lands,  he  drew  an 
old  rufty  Sword  out  of  the  Scabbard, 
and  laid,  ’Twas  by  this  rny  Ancefors 
gained  their  Ejiate,  and  by  this  1  will 
keep  it  as  long  as  1  live.  This  brave 
and  bold  Aniwer  opened  the  King’s 
Eyes,  and  to  his  Honour,  thinking 
better  of  the  Matter,  he  recalled  his 
Proclamation,  and  put  a  Stop  to  this 
Grievance,  which  had  been  loudly 
complained  of. 

Lewcllyn  having  revolted,  at  the 
Inftigation  of  his  Brother  David, 
committed  great  Ravages  on  the  Bor¬ 
ders,  and  fu;  prized  and  defeated  the 
King’s  Generals  that  were  fent  a- 
gainll  him.  But  Edward  marching 
with  a  numerous  Army  into  Wales, 
totally  routed  Lewellyn’ s  Forces  in 
a  great  Battle,  in  which  Lewcllyn 
h'mfelf  was  flain  ;  and  the  King 
cauled  his  Head,  crowned  with  ivy, 
to  be  expofed  to  View  on  the  Walls 
of  the  Tower  of  London .  David  his 
Brot  her  ioon  after  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Englifi,  who,  being 
the  laft  of  the  Race,  w  as  cruelly  put 
to  Death  as  a  Traitor,  his  Head 
fixed  up  by  his  Brother’s,  and  his 
four  Quarters  fenr  to  York,  Brifol, 
Northampton ,  and  Wimbejler.  After 
the  Defeat  of  Lewellyn,  Edward 
with  Eafe  became  Mafter  of  the 
whole  Country,  and  Wales  was  uni¬ 
ted  to  tne  Crown  of  England,  in  the 
Year  1283.  Thus  the  Weljh,  the 
Remains  of  the  antient  Britons,  loft 
their  Liberty,  after  having  bravely 
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maintained  it  for  above  eight  hundred 
Years.  But  to  make  them  Amends, 
(if  any  Thing  could  do  it)  they  be¬ 
came  one  Nation  with  their  Con¬ 
querors,  and  have  enjoyed  the  fame 
Laws  and  Privileges  with  them  ever 
fince.  ’Tis  laid,  that  the  Weljh  being 
ftill  uneafy  without  a  Prince  of  their 
own,  Edward  purpofed  to  give  them 
for  their  Prince,  the  Son  whom  he 
hoped  his  Queen,  w'ho  was  then  with 
Child,  would  be  delivered  of:  That 
with  this  View,  he  ordered  it  fo,  that 
lhe  fhouldlie  in  at  Caernarvon,  where 
flie  was  brought  to-bed  of  a  Prince, 
named  Edward ;  and  that  immedi¬ 
ately  thereupon  he  convened  the 
States  of  Wales,  and  told  them  he 
would  give  them  a  Prince  born  a- 
mong  them,  who  could  not  fpeak  a 
Word  of  Englijb  ;  and  then  nomina¬ 
ted  to  them  his  Son,  juft  born  at 
Caernarvon.  However  this  be,  the 
young  Prince  was  not  invefted  with 
the  Principality  of  Wales,  til!  he  was 
feventeen  Years  old  ;  and  from  that 
Time,  the  K mg’s  eldeft  Son  has 
been  always  Prince  of  Wales. 

In  1287,  fling  Edward,  leaving 
the  Regency  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
went  over  to  France,  where  he  ftaid 
about  three  Years. 

Being rctui  ned  to  England \n  1289, 
he  prefently  let  about  reforming  A- 
bules  in  the  Adminiftration  of  J  uftice, 
feverely  fined  and  punillied  feveral 
Judges,  who  were  found  guilty  of 
taking  Bribes,  and  obligea  them  to 
fwear,  that  for  the  future  they  would 
take  neither  Money  nor  Prefents, 
except  only  a  moderate  Breaitfaft. 
The  next  Year,  the  Jews  were  all 
banifhed  the  Kingdom. 

The  chief  Affair  of  this  Reign  was 
the  Conqueft  of  Scotland,  whicli  tho’ 
it  redounded  much  to  the  Glory  of 
King  Edward's  Arm: ,  we  can  fay 
nothing  to  the  J  uitice  of  it.  ’Tis 
pretty  plain,  that  as  foon  as  King 
Alexander  III.  uied,  he  began  to 
project  the  uniting  of  Si  ot land  w  ith 
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England.  With  this  View  he  got  his 
Son  Prince  Ed-war d  married  to  Mar¬ 
garet ,  Alexander’s  Grand-Daughter, 
then  Queen,  and  the  only  Remains 
of  his  Race,  but  lhe  dying  loon 
after,  there  aroie  great  Difputes  in 
Scotland  about  the  Succeflion,  and 
feveral  great  Men  laid  claim  to  the 
Crown.  Among  thefe,  the  chief 
were  ‘John  Baliol ,  and  Robert  Bruce, 
whofe  Influence  was  fo  great,  that 
they  div  ded  almoft  all  Scotland  be¬ 
tween  them.  The  two  Parties,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  Civil  War,  chofe 
the  King  of  England  Arbitrator  of 
their  Differences.  But  before  he 
would  proceed  to  a  Decilion,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  adled  in  this  Affair  as 
Sovereign  Lord  of  all  Scotland,  and 
required  the  States  to  own  lnni  as 
fuch  ;  which  tho’  they  never  ex¬ 
prefly  did,  yet  as  they  did  not  di¬ 
rectly  oppofe  his  Pretenfions,  being 
perhaps  over-awed  by  his  Prefence, 
lie  nattily  took  it  for  granted.  And 
then  upon  the  Queition  being  feve- 
rally  put  to  them,  he  was  owned  as 
Sovereign  by  all  the  Claimants.  Af¬ 
ter  which,  he  was  put  in  Poffeflion 
of  the  Kingdom,  that  he  might  be 
able  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Perlbn 
that  fhould  be  declared  King.  Then 
bavinof  heard  the  Prete,  fions  of  the 
Claimants,  he  thought  fit  to  decide 
in.  Favour  of  Baliol,  and  declared 
him  King  of  Scotland  ;  upon  which 
he  fvvore  Fealty  and  did  Homage  to 
King  Edward,  whole  Conducl  in 
this  whole  Affair,  the  Scots  fay,  was 
a  continued  Series  of  Artifice,  Cor¬ 
ruption  and  Violence. 

King  Edward  was  no  fooner  in 
Pofiefli  m  of  the  Sovereignty  Scot¬ 
land,  but  he  carried  his  Prerogative 
to  the  urnn.ff  Height,  to  the  great 
Offence  of  the  Scots >  and  even  of 
the  new  King,  who  upon  trifling 
Occaflons  had  Summons  after  Sum¬ 
mons  ent  him  to  appear  before  King 
Edward  Wjhninjter,  or  wherever 
he  ihould  be.  Baliol  finding  him- 


felf  treated  rather  as  a  Slave  than 
a  Vaffal,  began  to  concert  Meafures 
for  throwing  off  the  Yoke  of  the 
Englijh,  which  was  become  fo  in¬ 
tolerable  to  him.  A  favourable  Op¬ 
portunity  feemed  to  offer,  as  a  War 
was  broke  out  between  France  and 
England  ;  Philip  having  feized  upon 
ali  Guienne.  He  therefore  entered 
into  an  Alliance  with  Philip,  who  got 
the  Pope  to  abfolve  Baliol  from  his 
Oath  of  Fealty  to  Edward-,  then,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  r  uccours  he  e^peCted 
from  France,  he  fent  a  Letter  to  King 
Edward,  renouncing  the  Homage  he 
had  paid  him  ;  who,  exafperated  at 
this,  inftead  of  carrying  his  Army 
over  into  France,  marched  it  againit 
Scotland,  refolving  now  upon  the  en¬ 
tire  Conqueft  of  that  Kingdom. 

Accordingly,  in  1296,  YPng  Ed¬ 
ward  entered  Scotland  with  his  Ar¬ 
my,  having  firil  gained  Robert  Bruce 
to  his  Side,  by  Dromifing  him  the 
Crown,  in  cafe  he  would  declare  a- 
gainft  Baliol.  He  Aril  took  B<  --wick 
by  Stratagem,  which  was  as  it  were 
the  Key  of  the  two  Kingdoms. 
Then  marching  towards  Dunbar , 
with  a  Delign  to  befiege  it,  he  re¬ 
ceived  Intelligence,  that  Baliol  was 
approaching  with  a  numerous  Army. 
Upon  this  he  advances  towards  him, 
and  being  met,  a  terrible  Battle  was 
fought,  in  which  the  Scots  were  de¬ 
feated,  with  the  Lois,  as  ’tis  faid, 
of  above  twenty  thoufand  Men. 
After  this,  he  marched  back  to  Dun¬ 
bar,  whofe  Gates  were  opened  to 
him  ;  and,  in  a  fhort  Time,  took 
Roxborough,  Edinburgh,  Sterling , 
Perth,  and  all  the  important  Places, 
and  in  effeCt  became  Maker  of  all 
Scotland.  The  Scots  therefore  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fubir.it  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Conqueror,  and  Baliol 
•came  and  refigned  his  Crown  to  him, 
to  be  difpoled  of  as  he  fhould  think 
fit.  What  was  an  irreparable  Lofs  to 
Scotland  on  this  Occafion,  was  the 
burning  of  the  Records,  which  was 
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Paid  to  be  done  by  Edward's  Orders. 
Then  having placed£»g7//£Garrifons 
and  Governors  in  all  the  Cables,  he 
returned  in  Triumph  to  England, 
carrying  with  him  the  Crown  and 
Scepter  of  Scotland,  with  the  reft  of 
the  Regalia,  and  the  famous  Stone  of 
Scone,  on  which  die  Inauguration  of 
their  Kings  ufed  to  be  performed. 

Prince  Edward,  whom  the  King 
had  left  Regent,  on  his  going  over  to 
Flanders,  having  affembled  the  Par¬ 
liament,  which  granted  him  a  large 
Subfidy,  confirmed  King  Johns  two 
Charters,  by  an  authentick  Adi, 
which  was  figned  by  the  King  in 
Flanders,  and  l'ealed  with  the  Great- 
Seal,  which  he  had  carried  along 
with  him. 

Whilft  the  King  was  in  Flanders, 
On  account  of  the  French  War,  he 
was  alarmed  with  the  News  of  the 
Revolt  of  the  Scots,  under  the  Con¬ 
duit  of  the  brave  William  Wallace, 
a  Man  of  no  great  Family  or  For¬ 
tune,  but  ever  lince  efteemed  a  fa¬ 
mous  Piero.  This  valiant  Man, 
being  grieved  at  the  Servitude  his 
Country  groaned  under,  did  Won¬ 
ders  with  a  fmall  Number  of  Forces 
which  he  headed  at  firft ;  which  be¬ 
ing  foon  increafed  by  the  coming-in 
of  all  the  true  Lovers  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  he  foon  drove  the  Englijh  cut  of 
their  ftrong  Places,  and  recovered 
all  Scotland,  leaving  them  only  the 
flngle  Town  of  Berwick  ;  for  which 
brave  Exploits  he  was  immediately 
declared  Regent  of  the  Kingdom  by 
the  Army. 

Edward,  upon  this,  returned  forth¬ 
with  to  England,  and  putting  him- 
felf  at  the  Head  of  a  numerous  Ar¬ 
my,  marched  into  the  Heart  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  met  the  Enemy  at  Falkirk, 
where,  in  a  bloody  Battle,  he  gave 
them  a  total  Overthrow,  and  im¬ 
proving  this  great  Advantage,  re¬ 
took  all  the  Strong-Ho.ds  with  as 
much  F.afe  as  he  had  loft  them. 
Having  thus,  as  one  may  fay,  cc-n- 
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quered  Scotland  a  lecond  Time,  he 
returned  to  England.  This  was  in 
1 298.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  Scotch 
Lords  growing  jealous  of  Wallace, 
he  laid  down  the  Regency,  tho’  he 
never  ceafed  upon  all  Occaliorts  to 
ait  for  the  Good  of  his  Country  ; 
and  thole  who  had  any  Remains  of 
a  publick  Spirit,  made  Choice  of 
Comyn  for  Regent  ;  by  whofe  Ad¬ 
vice,  the  next  Year,  another  vigo¬ 
rous  Attempt  was  made  to  fhake  off 
the  Englijh  Yoke.  The  whole  King¬ 
dom  role,  and  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Cities  as  well  as  of  the  Country, 
taking  Arms  at  the  fame  Time, 
drove  the  Englifo  once  more  out  of 
Scotland.  Edward  enraged  at  this, 
as  foon  as  the  Sealon  permitted,  en¬ 
tered  that  miferable  Kingdom  a  third 
Time,  in  1300,  and  entirely  routed 
the  Scotch  Army,  which  coniifted  of 
ill- armed  and  undifeiplined  Militia. 
Thole  who  remained,  betook  them- 
felves  to  the  Fens,  which  the  Con¬ 
querors  durft  not  pafs.  Edward re- 
fufing  to  accept  their  Offers  of  Sub- 
inilficn,  the  Scots,  in  Defpair,  thought 
of  putting  themfelves  under  the  Pro- 
tettion  of  the  Pope,  and  fent  Ambaf- 
fadors  to  offer  the  Sovereignty  of 
their  Country  to  Boniface  VIII.  who 
readily  accepted  cf  it.  But  Edward 
had  lo  little  Regard  to  the  Pope’s 
Pretenfions,  that  he  fwore,  if  he 
heard  any  more  of  them,  he  would 
deftroy  Scotland  from  Sea  to  Sea. 
As  defirous  as  he  was  to  finilh  hi? 
Conqueft,  he  durft  net  refute  the 
King  of  France  a  Truce,  which  he 
demanded  in  Behalf  of  the  Scots, 
whilft  the  Treaty  for  the  Reftitution 
of  Guienne  was  depending.  When  the 
Truce  was  near  expiring,  Edward 
fent  Segrave  into  S.otland  to  renew 
the  War.  He  div  ided  his  Army  in¬ 
to  three  Bodies,  not  fo  much  with  a 
Delign  to  fight  the  Sects,  as  to  de¬ 
ftroy  the  Country  ;  but  the  Scots 
falling  upon  them,  routed  them  all 
.  three,  one  after  another,  in  one  Day, 
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The  Peace  being  concluded  be¬ 
tween  France  and  England,  in  1303, 
by  which  Guienne  was  reftored  to  Ed¬ 
ward,  he  found  himfeif  at  full  Liberty 
to  aft  as  he  pleafed  again  ft  the  Scots. 
And  fo  he  entered  Scotland  a  fourth 
Time,  with  fo  powerful  an  Army, 
that  he  met  with  no  Reliftance.  He 
penetrated  to  the  utmoll  Bounds  of 
thellland,  laying  wafte  the  Country 
on  all  Sides.  Sterling-Ccfile  held 
out  all  the  Winter,  and  did  not  ca¬ 
pitulate  till  July  following.  The 
Taking  of  this  Caftle  finilhed  Ed- 
* ward’s  fourth  Expedition  and  third 
Conquei!  of  Scotland.  The  brave 
Wallace  being  betrayed  into  his 
Hands,  he  caufed  him  to  be  execu¬ 
ted  as  a  Traitor,  and  ordered  his 
Quarters  to  be  hung  up  in  four  of 
the  chief  Towns  in  the  Kingdom. 

At  his  Return  to  England,  in  1305, 
he  publickly  imprifoned  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  his  Son,  for  having,  at  the  In- 
ffigation  of  Piers  Ga-vefion,  one  of 
his  Favourites,  committed  fome  Out¬ 
rage  again  ft  the  Bifhop  of  L  itchfield. 

This  was  a  wife  and  popular  Ac¬ 
tion  ;  but  what  he  did  loon  after, 
fhewed  that  he  was  not  difpofed  to 
govern  with  that  Equity  and  Mode¬ 
ration  which  the  People  expefted  : 
For  he  obtained  of  Pope  Clement  V. 
a  Difpenfation  from  his  Oath,  with 
regard  to  the  two  Charters  of  Li¬ 
berties.  This  Pope  granted  him  the 
Tenths  for  three  Years,  referving  one 
half  to  himfeif.  The  Parliament  op- 
pofed  this,  and  forbad  the  Colleftors 
to  levy  the  Tenths  ;  But  Edward  by 
his  own  Authority  took  off  the  Pro¬ 
hibition,  and  ordered  the  Colleftors 
to  go  on. 

Tire  Scots,  tho’  fo  often  fubdued, 
could  not  lit  eafy  under  the  Yoke. 
Robert  Bruce,  Earl  of  Carrick,  Son 
to  one  of  the  Competitors  for  the 
Crown,  already  fpoken  of,  who  was 
now  dead,  and  to  whom  Edward 
had  not  performed  his  Promife  of 
making  him  King,  entered  into  a 


Confederacy  with  Comyn  to  reliofe 
the  Liberty  of  their  Country.  But 
Comyn  proved  falfe,  and  betrayed 
the  Delign  to  King  Edward  ;  which 
Bruce  difeovering,  ftabbed  him  with 
his  own  Elands ;  and  then  -declaring 
himfeif,  fuch  Numbers  flocked  to 
him,  that  he  went  to  Scone,  and  was 
there  crowned  ;  after  which  the  Peo¬ 
ple  in  general  came  over  to  his  Side. 
But  King  Edward  fending  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke  with  an  Army  again!! 
him,  he  was  twice  defeated,  and 
forced  to  retire  to  one  of  the  He¬ 
brides,  and  there  wait  for  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  Conjunfture.  Edward  af¬ 
terwards  arriving  in  Scotland,  with 
a  numerous  Army,  found  the  Work 
already  done  to  his  Hands  ;  what 
was  left  for  him  to  do,  was  to  punilh 
the  Friends  and  Adherents  of  Bruct, 
which  he  did  in  a  very  fevere  and 
cruel  Manner,  beheading  three  of 
his  Brothers,  and  hanging  other 
great  Men,  and  fcarce  pardoning 
any  that  fell  into  his  Hands.  Then 
returning,  he  did  one  very  com¬ 
mendable  Thing  ;  he  banifhed 
Garuefion,  as  a  Corruptor  of  the 
young  Prince,  and  made  the  Prince 
fvvear  never  to  recall  him. 

Bruce  had  now  an  Opportunity  to 
come  out  of  his  Retirement,  and 
having  foon  drawn  together  a  good 
Number  cf  Troops,  he  attacked  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  whom  the  King 
had  left  his  General  iD  Scotland,  and 
obtained  a  ftgnal  Viftory,  taking  the 
F  arl  himfeif  Priloner ;  after  which 
he  gained  feveral  other  Advantages, 
and  took  many  flrong  Places. 

Edward  was  now  fo  exafpera- 
ted  again!!  the  Scots,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  deftroy  them  without  Mer¬ 
cy,  and  made  vaft  Preparations  to 
put  his  Defign  in  Execution.  But 
Heaven  prevented  him  :  For  he  was 
fcarce  come  to  Carlifie,  where  he 
had  one  of  the  find!  Armies  Eng~ 
land  had  ever  feen,  but  he  was 
feized  with  aDiliemper,  which  foon 


put  an  End  to  his  Life.  He  caufed 
hirnfelf  to  be  carried  by  eafy  Jour¬ 
neys  towards  Scotland,  being  fondly 
defirous  of  dying  in  a  Country  he 
had  thrice  conquered.  But  being 
come  to  Burgh  upon  the  Sands,  in 
Cumberland,  he  there  died,  on  the 
feventh  of  July,  1307,  aged  fixty- 
eight  Years,  having  reigned  thirty- 
four  Years,  feven  Months,  and  twen¬ 
ty  Days.  His  Corps  was  carried  to 
Wefiminjler,  and  depofited  by  that 
of  Henry  his  Father.  When  he  was 
near  his  End,  he  earneftly  prefled 
his  Son  to  profecute  the  War  with 
Scotland,  and  advifed  him  to  carry 
his  Bones  at  the  Head  of  his  Army, 
affuring  him  the  Rebels  coidd  never 
Jland  the  Sight  of  them.  He  ordered 
him  to  fend  his  Heart  to  the  Holy- 
Land,  with  32,000/.  for  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Holy- Sepulchre  ;  and 
commanded  him  never  to  recall  Ga- 
vefon. 

His  Perfon  was  graceful,  taller  by 
the  Head  than  the  Generality  of 
Men,  and  would  have  been  perfectly 
well-fhaped,  if  his  Legs  had  not  been 
a  little  too  long  for  the  reft  of  his 
Body  :  Whence  he  had  the  Surname 
of  Long-Shanks.  He  was  a  Prince  of 
a  folid  Judgment  and  great  Penetra¬ 
tion,  was  prudent,  valiant,  juft,  tem- 
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perate  and  chafte,  had  the  Love  and 


Efteem  of  his  Subjects ;  and  England 
had  been  a  great  Gainer  by  his  Ad- 
miniftration.  The  Conftitution  of 
Parliament,  fuch  as  it  is  at  this  Day, 
was  fo  well  eftablilhed  in  his  Reign, 
that  an  additional  Law  was  made  to 
the  Great  Charter,  which  enacted,  _ 
that  no  Tax  ihould  be  levied  upon  cDC”" 
the  People,  without  the  Confent  of  \ 
the  Commons.  Tho’  he  acquired  great 
military  Glory  in  the  Scotch  War. 
yet  his  whole  Behaviour,  in  relation 
to  that  Kingdom,  is  the  greateft 
Blemifh  upon  his  Charadter. 

He  had  by  Eleanor  of  Cajlile,  four 
Sons  and  nine  Daughters,  but  Ed¬ 
ward,  his  Succeilor,  was  the  only  one 
of  the;  Sons  that  furvived  him.  By 
Margaret  of  France,  his  fecond  Wife, 
he  had  two  Sons,  and  a  Daughter. 

Eleanor  his  firft  Queen  died  in  1 29 1 , 

In  Memory  of  whom  he  eredted  a 
Crofs  wherever  her  Corps  reftedin  the 
Way  from  Lhtcolnjhire  to  Weftminjler . 

The  Title  of  Baron  was,  in  this 
Reign,  confined  to  fuch  as  the  King 
called  to  Parliament,  which  before 
was  common  to  all  who  held  Lands 
of  the  Crown. 

Matthew  of  Wejlminjler,  a  Bene- 
di Stine  Monk,  wrote  his  Hifory  of 
England  in  this  Reign. 
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EDWARD  II.  furnamed  of 
Caernarvon,  from  the  Place 
of  his  Birth,  was  about  two 
and  twenty  Years  old,  when  he  fuc- 
ceeded  his  Father,  the  great  King 
Edward  I.  No  Prince  ever  afcer.ded 
the  Throne  under  more  favourable 
Circumftances,  efpecially  if  we  con- 
fider  the  perfedt  Tranquillity  and 
Harmony  then  fubfifting  in  the  Na¬ 
tion,  and  his  being  the  Son  of  fo 
univerfally-efteemed  a  Father  ;  and 
no  Prince  ever  made  a  worfe  Ufe 
of  them.  He  had,  befides,  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  one  of  the  hand- 
fomeft  Men  of  his  Age,  his  Stature 
noble,  his  Mien  perfectly  agreeable, 
his  Prefence  majeitick  :  But  thro’ 
the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Reign  it 
appeared,  that  the  Endowments  of 
his  Mind  bore  no  Proportion  to  his 
bodily  Perfections ;  that  he  was  in¬ 
fatuated  to  the  laft  Degree  of  Weak- 
nefs  ;  that  he  had  neither  Courage, 
Judgment  nor  Forefight ;  that  he  was 
wholly  governed  by  his  unreafonable 
Paffions ;  and,  in  ihort,  that  he  was 


entirely  deftitute  of  all  thole  Quali¬ 
ties,  which  are  necelfary  to  form  a 
great  Man,  or  a  good  Prince. 

No  fooner  was  his  Father  dead, 
even  before  he  had  performed  the 
laft  Offices  to  him,  but  contrary  to 
his  laft  Command,  and  the  Oath 
he  had  taken  to  him,  he  recalled  his 
Favourite  Gavefton,  a  native  of  Gaft 
cony,  and  the  Debaucher  of  his 
Youth  ;  and  was  fo  unreasonably 
fond  of  heaping  Favours  upon  him, 
that  he  immediately  became  the  rich- 
eft  and  molt  powerful  Lord  of  the 
Kingdom.  It  feemed  as  if  Edward 
wanted  to  be  King,  only  to  have  it 
in  his  Power  to  advance  his  Fa¬ 
vourite,  whom  he  was  pleafed  to  fee 
a£t  as  King,  whilft  he  himfelf  was 
content  to  be  his  humble  Slave.  And 
never  did  Minilter  make  a  more  in- 
folent  Ufe  of  his  Power  than  Ga- 
OJ.efton . 

The  only  Thing,  in  which  Ed¬ 
ward  was  forward  to  obey  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  was  to  confummate  his  Mar¬ 
riage  tv  iih  Ifabtlia  oi  France,  Daugh¬ 
ter 
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and  will  you  defend  and  protect  them 


ter  of  Philip  the  Fair.  He  went 
over  to  Boulogne  for  this  Purpofe, 
where  the  Nuptials  were  folemnized 
with  the  utmoft  Magnificence,  in 
the  Prefence  of  four  Kings,  namely, 
thofe  of  France ,  Navarre,  Almain, 
and  Sicily.  During  his  Abfence, 
which  was  but  fliort,  he  was  fo  im- 
politick,  as  to  appoint  the  odious 
Ga-vefion  Guardian  of  the  Realm, 
with  an  unlimited  Authority  ;  which 
fo  exafperated  the  Barons,  that  they 
entered  into  a  League  to  prevent 
his  Coronation  upon  his  Return.  He 
being  in  no  Condition  to  oppofe 
them,  promifed  in  the  next  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  grant  them  all  they  could 
reafon ably  defire;  with  which  being 
fatisfied  for  the  prefent,  the  Coro¬ 
nation  was  performed  by  the  Bilhop 
of  Winchejler,  on  Feb.  24,  1308.  As 
here  we  have  the  firlt  perfect  Copy 
of  a  Coronation  Oath,  it  may  be 
proper  to  infert  it ;  efpecially,  as  it 
will  fhew  that  Magna  Charta  was 
not  the  Original  Claim,  but  only  a 
Confirmation  of  the  ancient  Liberties 
of  the  People. 

Bilhop  of  Winchejler.  Sir,  Will 
you  keep  and  cosifirm  by  your  Oath  to 
the  People  of  England,  the  Laws  e- 
JiabliJhed  by  the  pious  Kings  your  Pre- 
deceffors  ;  and  particularly,  the  Laws, 
Cujloms,  and  Liberties ,  granted  to  the 
Clergy  and  People  by  the  glorious  St. 
Edward  your  Predecefj'or  ? 

King.  I  will,  and promife  it. 

Bilhop.  Sir,  Will  you  prefer-ve  to 
God,  to  Holy  Church,  to  the  Clergy 
and  People,  the  Peace  of  God,  fully 
and  to  the  utmojl  of  your  Power  ? 

King.  I  will. 

Bilhop.  Sir,  Will  you  caufe  to  be 
obferved  in  all  your  Judgments,  Right 
and  Jufice  with  Difcretion,  in  Mercy 
and  in  Truth,  as  far  as  you  are  able  ? 

King.  1  will. 

Bilhop.  Sir,  Will  you  promife  to 
keep  and  caufe  to  be  kept  the  Laws 
and  Statutes  that  the  Community  of 
your  Kingdom  Jhall  judge  fit  to  enatd. 


to  the  utmofl  of  your  Power  ? 

King.  1  do  promife  it. 

This  Oath  was  no  fooner  taken 
than  broken.  Gavefion  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  Power,  had  the  whole  Ad- 
miniftration  in  his  Hands,  and  go¬ 
verned  with  an  abfolnte  Sway.  At 
the  fame  Time  he  filled  the  Court 
with  Libertines,  Buffoons  and  Para- 
fites,  was  proud  and  infolent  to  the 
lalt  Degree,  and  fo  ridiculoully  vain, 
as  to  affeft  to  wear  the  King’s  jewels, 
and  even  the  Crown,  which  Edward 
took  a  Pleafure  in  letting  him  do. 
He  would  alfo  infult  the  bell  of  the 
Nobility,  pafling  bitter  Jells  upon 
them,  and  giving  them  Nick-Names. 
All  this  increafed  the  Hatred  of  the 
Lords  again  11  him,  and  they  brought 
the  Parliament  into  their  League, 
who  fo  peremptorily  demanded  Ga- 
'vefiod' s  Banilhment,  that  the  King 
durll  not  oppofe  it.  However,  he 
delayed  it  as  long  as  he  could,  and 
in  the  mean  Time  continued  to  heap 
Favours  on  him  without  any  Bounds 
or  Decency;  and  when  he  was  forced 
at  lall  to  part  with  him,  he  did  it 
in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  Ihew  his 
great  Affedlion  to  him,  by  making 
him  Governor  of  Ireland.  However, 
he  was  foon  recalled,  and  behaved  as 
infolently  as  ever.  By  the  vigorous 
Meafures  of  the  Barons,  who  com¬ 
pelled  the  King  to  place  the  Re¬ 
gulation  of  the  Government  in  the 
Hands  of  one-and-twenty  Lords, 
(called  Ordainers)  chofen  by-Parlia- 
ment,  Gaveflon  was  banilhed  a  fe- 
cond  Time;  but  was  as  foon  recalled 
as  before.  And  now  the  Earl  of 
Lancafler,  Grand fon  to  Henry  III. 
by  his  Son  Edmund,  entered  into  a 
clofe  Confederacy  with  the  Earls  of 
Warwick,  Pembroke,  Arundel,  Here¬ 
ford,  Warren,  the  Archbilhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  and  many  other  Bilhops  and 
Barons;  who  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  take  Arms,  and  chofe  the  Earl  of 
Lancafier  their  General.  They  then 
L  difperfed 
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difperfed  themfelves  into  feveral  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom  to  raife  Forces,  and 
with  the  utmoft  Expedition  drew  to¬ 
gether  a  great  Body  of  Troops.  In 
the  mean  Time  Edward,  though  he 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  thefe  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  appeared  quite  indolent  and 
unconcerned,  and  was  taking  his  Di- 
verfions  at  York,  where  he  was  with 
his  Favourite.  The  Confederates 
marched  diredtly  for  that  Place,  in 
order  to  furprize  him ;  but  upon  No¬ 
tice  of  their  Approach,  he  retired  to 
Newcafle,  and  not  thinking  himfelf 
fafe  there,  left  it  in  Halle,  and  Ihut 
himfelf  up,  with  Gavefion ,  in  Scar- 
borough- Cajile ;  from  whence  he  went 
into  Warwickfinre  to  raife  Troops, 
but  it  was  now  too  late.  The  Ba¬ 
rons  entered  Newcafle  the  Day  the 
King  had  left  it,  and  feized  his  and 
Gavefons  rich  Equipages,  which  in 
their  Hurry  they  had  left  behind. 
The  King  left  Gavefion  in  Scarbo- 
rough-Cafile,  as  thinking  he  was  there 
molt  fecure  :  But  the  Barons  laying 
Siege  to  it,  it  furrendered  in  a  few 
Days.  Gavefion  had  capitulated  to 
fee  the  King,  and  be  tried  by  his 
Peers ;  which  was  promifed  him  ; 
and  the  King  wrote  to  the  Confede¬ 
rates  for  that  Purpofe,  and  conjured 
them  to  fpare  Gavefion  s  Life  :  But 
he  was  carried  off  to  Warwick-Cafile, 
by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  there, 
after  a  hafty  Trial,  beheaded. 

The  King  was  exceedingly  in- 
cenfed  at  this  violent  Proceeding, 
but  had  it  not  in  his  Power  to  re¬ 
venge  it.  He  was  purfued  by  the 
Barons,  and  retired  to  London-,  where 
thinking  himfelf  not  fale,  he  went 
to  Canterbury.  Shortly  after,  an  Ac¬ 
commodation  was  effected  by  Means 
of  the  Pope’s  Nuncio,  the  Earl  of 
Evreux,  and  the  Earl  of  Gloucejier ; 
and  Peace  was  reltored  in  the  Year 
1313;  in  which  Year,  the  Queen 
brought  the  King  a  Son,  who  was 
named  Edward. 

We  mult  now  go  a  little  back, 


and  take  a  Ihort  View  of  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Scotland,  which  were  growing 
llronger  and  Itronger  every  Day, 
whilft  England  was  weakened  by  in- 
teltine  Broils  and  Commotions.  King 
Robert  Bruce,  who  deferves  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  the  Reltorer  of  the  Scotch  Mo¬ 
narchy,  having  fuppreffed  the  feveral 
Fadtions,  had  brought  all  his  Sub¬ 
jects  to  unite  in  throwing  off  the 
Englijh  Yoke,  and  happily  fucceed- 
ed  in  his  Defign.  The  Scots  had 
Reafon  to  fear  the  worlt  when  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  died.  Immediately  after, 
Edward  II.  marched  as  far  as  Dum¬ 
fries,  and  llruck  a  Terror  into  the 
whole  Nation.  But  their  Hopes 
were  revived,  when,  leaving  his  Ar¬ 
my  under  the  Command  of  John 
Comin,  a  Scotch  Lord,  he  returned 
all  on  a  fudden  to  England,  to  meet 
Gavejlon,  and  marry  the  Princefs 
Ifabella.  Soon  after  which,  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  under  Comin  were  lhamefully  de¬ 
feated  by  King  Robert,  and  again 
by  Edward  Bruce,  his  Brother,  in 
the  County  of  Galloway.  Edward 
upon  this,  as  aver fe  as  he  was  to 
War,  marched  a  great  Army  into 
Scotland,  in  1308,  but  was  forced 
to  return  for  Want  of  Subfiftence, 
which  the  Enemy  had  wifely  taken 
care  to  carry  off  or  dellroy.  The 
Difputes  afterwards  about  Gavefion, 
gave  Bruce  an  Opportunity  to  make 
farther  Progrefs.  He  entered  Eng¬ 
land  twice,  and  returned  with  great 
Booty.  He  recovered  feveral  ilrong 
Places  from  th z  Englijh,  and  the  Ijle 
of  Man  fubmitted  to  him.  In  1313, 
he  ffr.t  Edward  his  Brother  to  be- 
iiege  Sterling,  the  llrongeft  Place  in 
Scotland,  and  the  only  one  that  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh. 
After  a  brave  Defence,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  capitulated  to  furrender  the 
Town  in  a  Year,  if  it  was  not  re¬ 
lieved  before. 

In  the  mean  Time  King  Edward, 
at  the  Head  of  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  Men,  entered  Scotland,  and  ad¬ 
vanced 
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vanced  within  View  of  Sterling ; 
l  where  Robert  waited  his  Coming  at 
the  Head  of  thirty  thoufand.  And 
now  was  fought  the  ever-memora- 
;  ble  Battle  of  Banockbourn,  (June  25, 
1314,)  in  which,  notwithstanding 
the  great  Inequality  of  Numbers, 
the  Englijh  Army  was  totally  rouced, 
with  a  moll  dreadful  Slaughter.  The 
Englijh  make  the  Number  of  the 
Slain  ten  thoufand.  In  all  Proba¬ 
bility  they  were  a  valt  many  more. 
The  Scotch  Writers  raife  them  to 
!  fifty  thoufand.  The  Earl  of  GloucJ- 
ter,  a  great  many  other  Lords,  and 
about  leven  hundred  Knights,  lay 
dead  on  the  Field  of  Battle.  Ed- 
i  ward  haftily  retreated  into  England 
with  the  Remains  of  his  Ihattered 
Army,  and  Scotland  after  this  had 
:  Peace  for  feveral  Years. 

This  Peace  indeed  was  only  on 
the  Side  of  the  Scots,  who,  after  the 
-  Victory  at  Banockbourn,  had  no  Ene¬ 
my  to  oppofe  them  ;  but  Bruce  con- 
i  tinued  to  make  feveral  Incurfions 
into  England ,  and  ravaged  the  Bor¬ 
ders  in  a  terrible  Manner.  Edward’s 
1  Affairs  were  at  fo  low  an  Ebb,  that 
he  intreated  the  Pope  to  interpofe 
his  Authority  to  procure  him  a 
Peace.  The  Pope  complied,  and 
fent  his  Legates  to  publifh  a  Truce 
for  two  Years,  till  a  Plan  of  Peace 
could  be  fettled,  upon  Pain  of  Ex- 
communication  to  thofe  who  refufed 
it.  Edward  readily  accepted  it,  but 
Bruce  paid  fo  little  Regard  to  it, 
that  he  befieged  and  took  Berwick. 
Edward  attempted  to  recover  it,  but 
|<  was  foon  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege ; 
and  afterwards  the  two  Years  Truce 
was  agreed  upon  between  the  two 
y  Kingdoms.  About  four  Years  after, 
viz.  in  1 323,  King  Edward  having 
got  the  better  of  his  Barons,  marched 
P  his  Army  into  Scotland;  butforWant 
of  Proviiions  was  forced  once  more 
to  retreat.  Robert  purfued  him  fo 
clofely,  that  he  overtook  him  at 
i  Blackmore ,  where  Edward’s  Eag- 
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gage  fell  into  his  Hands,  and  he 
narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  Pri- 
foner.  The  English  Army  being  dif- 
perfed,  Robert  marched  on,  ravaged 
the  Country  to  the  very  Walls  of 
York,  and  then  returned  laden  with 
Spoils.  Having  thus  humbled  King 
Edward,  he  at  laft  agreed  to  a  Truce 
for  Thirteen  Years. 

Thus  much  for  the  Affairs  of 
Scotland  in  this  Reimr.  Let  us  now 

O 

return  home,  and  fee  how  Matters 
were  carried  after  Ga-vejlon's  Death, 
and  the  Accommodation  between 
the  King  and  his  Barons.  Though 
the  Difference  was  outwardly  made 
up,  the  mutual  Hatred  ftill  remained, 
and  increafed  every  Day.  The  King 
was  wholly  poffeffed  with  the  Defire 
of  Revenge,  which  he  manifelted 
on  all  Occafions,  particularly  againft 
the  Earl  of  Lancajler,  the  Chief  of 
the  late  Confederacy,  and  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  of  the  People.  This  put 
die  Barons  upon  forming  new  Pro¬ 
jects.  Theyprefented  aPetition,  con¬ 
taining  a  long  Lilt  of  Grievances, 
and  demanded  a  fpeedy  Redrefs ; 
which  the  King  evading,  they  re- 
folved  to  take  Arms,  and  were  juft 
upon  the  Point  of  coming  to  a  Rup¬ 
ture,  when  Matters  were  again  made 
up,  by  means  of  the  Pope’s  Nuncio, 
and  fome  Lords  of  a  more  moderate 
Difpofition,  in  1318. 

But  Things  did  not  remain  long 
in  this  Situation.  The  Lords,  ever 
jealous  of  the  King  and  thofe  about 
his  Perfon,  found  Means  to  intro¬ 
duce  into  Court  a  young  Gentle¬ 
man,  named  Hugh  Spencer,  and  got 
him  made  High-Chamberlain,  that 
he  might  be  a  Spy  upon  the  King, 
and  inform  them  of  what  paffed  at 
Court.  But  he,  by  the  Advice  of 
his  Father,  of  the  fame  Name,  and 
his  own  Inclination,  foon  found  the 
Art  of  infinuating  himfelf  fo  into 
the  King’s  Affedfion,  that  from  a 
Spy,  be  became  his  Confident,  and 
poffeffed  the  Place  of  Ga-vcjlon  in 
L  2  his 
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his  Heart.  Being  thus  become  the 
Favourite  of  his  Sovereign,  he  made 
a  bad  a  Ufe  of  his  Power  as  ever 
Gavejlon  did  ;  and  having  got  his 
Father  made  Earl  of  Winchejler, 
thefe  two  Miniders  had  now  the 
whole  Management  of  Affairs  in 
their  Hands,  and  did  every  Thing, 
that  their  Pride,  Avarice,  Ambiti¬ 
on  or  Revenge  could  fugged.  This 
ckufed  great  Murmuring  and  Dif- 
content  in  the  Nation,  and  the  Earl 
of  Lancajler  with  Eafe  formed  a 
ftrong  Party  againd  the  two  Fa¬ 
vourites.  The  Affociation  was  re¬ 
newed,  the  Barons  levied  Troops 
with  great  Expedition,  and  Roger 
Mortimer  was  fent  to  plunder  ti.e 
Lands  of  the  Spencers ;  who  difeharged ' 
his  Commiffion  with  the  utmod  Ri¬ 
gour  and  Severity.  The  Barons  be¬ 
ing  thus  in  a  Condition  to  dand  their 
Ground,  fo  vigeroudy  petitioned  for 
the  Removal  of  the  Spencers,  that 
the  King  durd  not  oppofe  their  De¬ 
mands  :  And  the  Parliament  being 
met,  pafied  an  Aft  for  their  Banidt- 
ment ;  which  was  accordingly  put  in 
Execution. 

But  Matters  foon  took  another 
Turn  by  Means  of  the  Queen,  who 
before  ufed  to  aft  the  Part  of  a 
Mediator  between  the  King  and  the 
Barons.  Having  received  fome  Af¬ 
front  from  the  Governor  of  Leeds, 
which  belonged  to  one  of  the  Affo~ 
ciated  E irons,  fhe  fo  fpurred  on  the 
King  to  Revenge  againd  their  whole 
Body,  that  under  Pretence  of  pitni  fil¬ 
ing 'One  private  Perfon  (as  he  gave 
out  by  Proclamation,  in  order  to  re¬ 
move  the  Fears  of  the  People)  he 
raifed  an  Army,  befieged  and  took 
the  Cadle  of  Leeds,  and  hanged  up 
the  Governor;  and  then  turned  his 
Arms  againd  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Confederates.  He  took  IVar- 
'ivick-Cajile,  and  fome  others ;  and 
then  thinking  himitlf  drong  enougli 
to  dand  againd  all  his  Oppofers,  he 
recalled  the  two  Spencers ,  who  ceakd 


not  to  dir  him  up  to  farther  Re¬ 
venge.  Mod  of  the  confederate  Ba¬ 
rons  threw  themfelves  upon  the 
King’s  Mercy.  As  to  thofe  who 
dood  out,  many  of  them  were  put 
to  Death,  fome  fled  the  Kingdom, 
and  others  were  imprisoned  ;  among 
whom  was  Mortimer,  w  hom  the  Spen¬ 
cers  confined  in  the  To'ueer.  The  Earl 
of  Lancajler,  with  what  Troops  he 
could  raile,  retired  into  the  North, 
in  order  to  join  the  Scots ;  hut  being 
purfued,  was  taken  and  beheaded  at 
Pontefradl.  Nine  Lords  of  his  Party 
were  executed  at  York,  and  others  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom:  And 
never  had  fo  much  Englijb  Blood 
been  fpilt  on  the  ScafF.  Id  fince  the 
Norman  Conqued.  But  we  fhall  fcon 
fee  how  thefe  Barbarities  were  re¬ 
taliated  on  the  Spencers,  and  upori 
the  King  himfelf ;  of  which  alfo  the 
Queen,  by  an  unexpected  Turn  of 
Affairs,  was  the  chief  Indrument. 

The  Spencers  having  got  rid  of 
the  Earl  of  Lancajler  and  feveral 
Lords  of  his  Party,  exercifed  their 
exorbitant  Power  without  any  Con- 
troul,  and  in  the  King’s  Name  did 
whatever  they  pleafed.  But  their 
Revenge  was  not  yet  thoroughly  fa- 
tiated,  whild  the  Bilhops  of  Lincoln 
and  Hereford,  and  Roger  Mortimer, 
were  dill  alive.  They  endeavoured 
to  get  the  two  former  condemned  as 
Traitors  in  the  King’s  Court ;  but 
the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy  op- 
poling  it,  as  a  Violation  of  their 
Rights,  the  judges  durd  not  pro¬ 
nounce  the  Sentence.  However, 
this  Attempt  againd  their  Lives  filled 
them  with  Refentment,  and  an  Op¬ 
portunity  foon  offered  for  their  tak¬ 
ing  a  full  Revenge.  Roger  Mortimer 
was  twice  condemned  to  die,  and 
twice  pardoned,  by  Means  of  a 
powerful  Interceffion  with  the  King. 
However,  he  was  fen  fenced  to  per¬ 
petual  Imprifonmeiit,  but  found 
Means  to  eicape  into  France,  'l  he 
Spencers  knew  i't  yvas  the  Queen 
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who  hindered  them  from  taking  a 
•  full  Revenge  upon  Mortimer.  All 

-  agree  that  Ihe  was  in  Love  with 
him,  and  her  fcandrious  Familiarity 

:  with  him  afterwards  made  it  too 
■  plainly  appear.  The  Spencers  there¬ 
fore  took  all  Opportunities  to  mor- 

-  tify  her,  infomuch  that  fne  complain- 
;  ed  of  it  to  Charles  King  of  France  her 

Brother,  and  was  fuily  bent  upon 
,  feeking  Revenge  in  her  Turn,  tho’ 
to  the  Ruin  of  the  King  her  Huf- 
band. 

An  Opportunity  foon  offered,  by 
fome  Dilputes  between  Charles  cf 
France  and  Edward,  about  Guienne. 
t  Ambaffadors  were  frit  difpatched  in- 
;  to  France  to  bring  Matters  to  an 
'  Accommodation.  But  it  being  fig- 

-  nified  to  Edward,  that  if  the  Queen 
'  went  over,  Ihe  would  foon  bring  her 

-  Brother  to  hearken  to  reafonabie 
Terms,  Ihe  was  accordingly  deftred 
to  go  over  to  France ;  from  whence 
Ihe  never  returned  till  Ihe  came  with 
an  armed  Force.  This  was  not  a 
Contrivance  of  the  Spencers  to  get 
rid  of  the  Queen,  as  fome  have 
thought,  but  the  Propofal  came  from 

1  the  Court  of  France,  and  very  likely 
at  the  Deftre  of  the  Queen  herfelf. 
Neither  the  King  nor  the  Spencers 
perceived  the  Treachery,  and  lo 
fwallowed  the  fatal  Bait. 

Queen  l/abella’s  Dcfigns  were  not 
difeovered  for  fome  Time  ;  Ihe  mull: 
frit  have  the  young  Prince  her  Bon 
over  with  her.  To  effect  this,  and 
to  cover  her  real  Intentions,  Ihe  ne¬ 
gotiated  a  Sort  of  t  reaty  with  the 
King  her  Brother,  one  Article  of 
which  was,  that  King  Edward  Ihould 
do  Homage  in  Perlbn  lor  Guienne ; 
and  he  was  actually  making  Prepa¬ 
rations  to  go  over.  The  Spencers 
did  not  like  this,  fearing  fome  Com¬ 
motions  might  be  railed  in  his  Ab- 
fence.  Ho.vever,  an  Expedient  was 
found  out,  whether  in  France  or  in 
England,  molt  probably  in  France, 
which  freed  them  from  this  Unoaii- 
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nefs,  as  they  could  not  fee  the  De¬ 
fig  n  cf  it.  It  was  hinted  to  the 
King,  that  if  he  would  give  up  to 
Edward,  h:s  Son,  Guienne  and  Pon- 
thieu,  Charles  would  accept  of  the 
Homage  of  the  young  Prince,  and 
reilore  to  him  the  Places  he  was  to 
deliver  up  by  the  late  Treaty.  This 
Bait  was  alio  fwallowed,  and  the 
young  Prince  was  fent  over.  This 
was  all  that  Ifabella  wanted,  and 
the  King  faw  his  Error  when  it  was 
too  late.  He  then  tent  Letter  after 
Letter,  commanding  the  Queen  to 
return  with  her  Son;  but  fie  always 
made  lbme  Excu.e  or  other,  and  was 
all  the  while  carrying  on  a  Plot  to 
dethrone  the  King  her  Hulband. 
After  the  Arrival  of  the  Prince,  all 
the  Englijh  who  had  taken  Refuge 
in  France,  or  had  been  ban  Ihed, 
came  in  to  her ;  among  whom  was 
Roger  Mortimer,  who  became  her 
chief  Councilor.  However  the  King 
her  Brother  might  under-hand  en¬ 
courage  and  allift  her,  he  did  not 
■care  to  act  openly  in  it.  She  niufi: 
therefore  have  recoarfe  to  the  Earl 
of  Hainault,  and  to  engage  him 
in  her  Interefr,  concluded  a  Treaty 
of  Marriage  between  his  Daughter 
Philippa  and  Prince  Edward,  with¬ 
out  the  C'cnfent  of  the  King  :  And 
having  got  a  Body  of  Troops,  flie 
embarked,  and  landed  in  England, 
on  September  22,  1326,  truiling 

more  to  her  Friends  in  the  King- 
dom,  to  whom  file  had,  in  all  Like¬ 
lihood,  communicated  her  Defign 
before  Ihe  went  over,  than  to  tne 
Forces  Ihe  brought  with  her.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  fhe  was  no  focner  landed, 
but  ihe  was  joined  by  Henry  of  Lan- 
cajler.  Brother  to  the  late  Earl,  the 
Bilhops  of  Hereford  and  Lined:!,  and 
feveral  other  Lords  ;  and  the  Ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Spencers  were  fo  diligent 
in  railing  Troops,  that  her  Army 
foon  grew  very  numerous,  and  llru-k 
a  Terr  r  into  all  who  had  any 
Mind  to  lerve  the  King.  Being 
L  3  the.  t  fore 
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therefore  deferted  by  all,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  retire  to  Ireland,  but 
was  drove  back  on  the  Coaft  or 
Wales ,  and  concealed  himfelf  in  the 
Abbey  of  Neath.  He  had  left  Spen¬ 
cer  the  Father  in  Briftol,  which  being 
foon  taken,  the  old  Man  was  imme¬ 
diately  hung  up  in  his  Armour  with¬ 
out  any  Formality.  The  City  of 
London  declared  for  the  Queen  ;  and 
the  Bilhop  of  Exeter ,  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  keep  it  for  the  King,  was 
beheaded  by  the  Populace.  Prince 
Edward  was  now  declared  Guardian 
of  the  Realm :  And  Search  being 
made  for  the  King,  he  was  foon 
found  where  he  lay  concealed,  hav¬ 
ing  with  him  only  young  Spencer, 
Chancellor  Baldock,  Simonde Reading, 
and  a  few  Domefticks,  every  Body 
elfe  having  deferted  him.  With  theie 
the  unhappy  King  was  condufted  to 
Monmouth-Cafle,  and  the  Bilhop  of 
Hereford  was  fent  to  demand  the 
Great  Seal  of  him  ;  which  he  de¬ 
livered  up  for  the  Queen  and  Prince 
to  make  uie  of  it  as  they  thought 
ft.  This  was  his  lad  Aid  of  Au¬ 
thority,  lhortly  after  which  he  was 
conducted  to  Kennelworth. 

The  Queen  having  got  the  Great 
Seal,  called  a  Parliament  in  the  im- 
prifoned  King’s  Name  :  But  before 
it  met,  Ihe  caufed  Spencer  to  be 
hanged  on  a  Gibbet  fifty  Feet  high, 
and  Simon  de  Reading  on  one  ten 
Feet  lower.  The  Parliament  being 
met  in  'January,  1327,  unanimoully 
refojved.  That  the  King  Ihould  be 
depofed,  and  Edward  his  Son  made 
King  in  his  P-oom.  The  Subflance 
of  the  Charge  exhibited  againft  him 
was,  that  he  had  not  governed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land;  that  he 
had  made  ufe  pf  evil  Counfellors, 
and  had  rejected  the  Advice  of  his 
faithful  Subjects ;  in  Ihort,  that  he 
was  incapable  cf  governing,  and 
that  he  was  found  incorrigible, 
and  without  Hopes  of  Amendment. 
Prince  Edward  was  immediately 
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proclaimed  in  Wefminfer- Hall,  by 
the  Name  of  Edward  III.  But 
the  generous  young  Prince  vow¬ 
ing  he  would  not  accept  of  the 
Crown,  without  his  Father’s  Con- 
fent,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to 
fend  Commiflioners  to  oblige  the 
King  to  relign  it  to  his  Son.  The 
Bilhops  of  Lincoln  and  Herefordbtvng 
fent  before  to  prepare  him  for  it, 
when  the  Commiflioners  arrived,  the 
unhappy  King  came  out  of  his 
Room  in  a  mourning  Habit,  and 
was  fo  moved  at  the  Sight  of  them, 
that  he  fainted  away.  Being  come 
to  himfelf,  they  reprefented  to  him 
the  ill  Confequences  that  might  at¬ 
tend  his  refufing  to  comply  wdth 
what  they  came  about.  Upon  which 
this  unfortunate  Prince,  with  a  me¬ 
lancholy  Air,  fubmitted  to  all  that 
was  required  of  him,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  his  Sins  to  be  the  Caufe  of 
his  Misfortunes.  He  exprefled  his 
Grief  at  the  Averlion  his  People 
had  againfl:  him,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  his  Obligation  for  the  Refpeft 
they  had  Ihewn  to  his  Son.  He  then 
delivered  into  their  Hands  the 
Crown,  Scepter,  and  other  Enfigns 
of  Royalty ;  which  done.  Judge 
Trujfel  made  ufe  of  this  Form  of 
Words,  which  was  entirely  new, 
there  having  been  no  Precedent  of 
the  like  Nature:  I  William  Truflel, 
Procurator  of  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
Barons,  and  People,  in  my  Procuracy 
named,  having  for  this  full  and  fujfi- 
cient  Power,  do  furrender  unto  you 
Edward,  late  King  of  England,  the 
Homage  and  Fealty  of  the  Perfons 
aforejaid,  and  do  acquit  the  fame , 
in  the  beft  Manner  the  Law  and  Cuf- 
tom  can  give  it ;  and  do  make  this 
Protefation  in  the  Name  of  all  thofe 
that  will  net  he  in  your  Fealty  or 
Allegiance  for  the  future,  nor  claim 
or  hold  any  Thing  of  you  as  King,  but 
accoiait you  as  a  private  Perjon,  with¬ 
out  any  Manner  cf  Royal  Dignity. 
Upon  which,  Sir  Thomas  Blunt,  the 

High- 
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J<  High-Steward,  broke  his  Staff,  and 
:  declared  all  the  King’s  Officers  dif- 
L  charged.  Thus  ended  the  Reign  of 
:  Edward TI.  (Jan.  20,  1327.)  in  its 
L  twentieth  Year,  and  the  forty-third 
of  his  Age ;  of  whom  it  may  be  faid, 
that  his  Ruin  was  more  owing  to  his 
Weaknefs  than  his  Wickednefs.  He 
was  a  Prince  of  fo  little  Capacity, 
L  that  he  could  not  diftinguiih  between 
what  was  for  his  Advantage,  and 
what  was  prejudicial  to  his  Interell. 

-  He  followed  his  Humour,  without 
concerning  himfelf  about  the  Conle- 
quences,  and  without  being  able  to 

;  remedy  the  Evils  he  brought  upon 

■  himfelf  by  fo  doing.  In  a  Word, 
1  he  was  exceedingly  like  his  Grand- 
1  father  Henry  III.  and  had  not  Capa- 

-  city  enough  to  follow  the  good  Ex- 
J  ample  of  his  Father.  Befides  Ed- 

■  ward,  who  fucceeded  him,  he  had 
!  another  Son  called  John  of  Eltham ; 

and  two  Daughters,  Joanna  mar- 
;  ried  to  David  King  of  Soots,  apd 
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Eleanor,  Wife  of  the  Duke  of  Guelder. 

In  this  Reign  there  was  the  molt 
terrible  Earthquake,  that  had  ever 
been  felt  in  England,  and  a  dreadful 
Famine,  which  lafted  three  Years, 
and  deftroyed  a  vaft  Number  of 
People.  It  is  faid,  that  not  only 
the  molt  loathfome  Animals  were 
ufed  for  Food,  but  that  Men,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Prifoners,  devoured  one 
another.  During  this  Time,  the 
brewing  any  Sort  of  Beer  was  pro¬ 
hibited  on  Pain  of  Death,  that  the 
Corn,  which  ufed  to  be  confumed 
that  Way,  might  be  applied  to  the 
making  of  Bread.  This  Period  is 
alfo  famous  for  the  total  Suppreffion 
of  the  Order  of  Knight  s~cfemplars , 
not  only  in  England ,  but  all  over 
Chrijiendom.  This  was  faid  to  be 
owing  to  their  enormous  Vices. 
Their  E Hates  were  affigned  to  the 
Hojpitallers,  or  Knights  of  St.  John 
of  Jentfalem,  now  called  Knights  of 
Malta. 
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UPON  the  forced  Refigna- 
tion  of  the  old  King,  the 
Prince  his  Son  was  again 
proclaimed,  on  January,  20,  13Z7, 
by  the  Name  of  Edward  III,  and 
was  crowned  at  Wejiminjier  on  the 
26th,  being  then  in  the  fourteenth 
Year  of  his  Age.  The  Beginning 
of  his  Reign  was  fo  unhappy,  that 
the  People,  did  not  think  they  had 
changed  much  for  the  better.  This 
was  not  owing  to  the  King,  who 
was  a  Prince  of  uncommon  Capa¬ 
city  and  Penetration  for  his  Age, 
but  to  the  Queen-Mother,  a  Woman 
of  ftrong  Paffions,  and  her  Favou¬ 
rite  Mor timer,  a  Man  of  more  Pre- 
fumption  and  lefs  Ability,  than  the 
Spencers.  For  though  the  Parliament 
had  appointed  twelve  Regents  du¬ 
ring  the  King’s  Minority,  yet  Ifa- 
bella,  having  the  Power  in  her  own 
Hands,  feized  the  Government,  and 
managed  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom 
as  (he  and  Mortimer  thought  fit.  He 
was  her  Prime  Minifter,  and  adled 
more  like  a  Sovereign  than  a  Sub- 


je£l,  difpofing  of  all  Offices,  and  of 
the  Publick  Revenue,  according  to 
his  Pleafure  ;  and  by  his  Pride,  Ar¬ 
rogance  and  Cruelty,  foon  became 
as  odious  to  the  Nation,  as  ever  Ga- 
'-vefton  or  the  Spencers  had  been. 

To  pafs  by  the  many  State  Arti¬ 
fices  of  this  intriguing  Queen  and 
her  infolenc  Minifter,  let  us  fee  how 
Matters  flood  with  Scotland  at  the 
Beginning  of  this  Reign.  Kingi?s- 
bert  Bruce ,  thinking  to  take  Advan¬ 
tage  of  King’s  Edward's  Minority, 
broke  the  Truce  w\th.z]\eEngliJb,  and 
fent  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  Sir  James 
Douglajs  at  the  Head  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  Men,  to  ravage  the  Counties 
bordering  on  Scotland.  Edward 
hearing  of  this,  was  fired  with  an 
ardent  Defire  of  taking  Revenge, 
and  fignalizing  himfelf  in  the  De¬ 
fence  of  his  Country.  Thofe  who 
governed  in  his  Name,  though  they 
did  not  like  the  War,  could  not  with 
Safety  to  themfeives  fit  down  quiet 
under  fuch  an  Infult.  An  Army  of 
fixty  thoufand  Men,  including  the 

Hainaulters 
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Hainaulters  lately  brought  over,  was 
therefore  drawn  together;  which  be¬ 
ing  come  to  York,  juft  as  the  King 
was  going  to  head  them,  a  Quarrel 
arofe  between  the  Englijb  and  Hain¬ 
aulters ,  which  came  to  Blows,  and 
a  great  deal  of  Blood  was  fpilt.  This 
occafioned  a  longer  Stay  at  York  than 
was  convenient,  and  in  the  mean 
Time  the  Scots  palled  the  Tyne  be¬ 
tween  Carlijle  and  Newcajile,  and 
ravaged  the  Country  on  this  Side 
the  River.  This  haftened  the  King’s 
Departure,  but  the  Scots  had  made 
fuch  quick  Marches,  that  the  Englijh 
could  not  come  up  with  them,  nor 
find  them  out.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  to  pafs  the  Tyne,  to  wait  for 
them  in  their  Return  home ;  but 
Edward\\aA  no  fooner  done  tins,  but 
he  was  forced  to  come  back  again 
for  Want  of  Subfiftence.  And  after 
this,  when  he  got  Intelligence  of 
the  Scotch  Army,  and  marched  in 
order  to  fight  them,  they  had  fo 
polled  themfelves,  that  he  could  not 
come  at  them,  to  give  them  Battle. 
And  fo  he  returned  to  York,  exceed¬ 
ingly  mortified  at  his  Difappoint- 
ment  in  this  Expedition. 

The  late  King  was  all  this  while 
a  clofe  Prifoner  in  Kennelworth- 
Cajlle.  His  harffi  and  cruel  Treat¬ 
ment  began  to  raife  Compaffion  in 
the  People  ;  and  Henry  Gf  Laucajter, 
who  had  the  Cuftody  ol  him,  re¬ 
lented  fo  far,  as  toentertain  Thoughts 
of  freeing  him  from  his  Contine- 
ment.  This  alarmed  the  Queen  and 
Mortimer,  who  even  l'uipefted  that 
he  had  a  Defign  to  reltore  the  old 
King.  They  therefore  refolved  to 
difcliarge  Laucajter,  and  to  appoint 
the  imprifoned  King  fuch  Keepers  as 
they  could  bell  confide  in.  Sir  John 
Maltre-vers,  and  Sir  Thomas  Gurney, 
two  Men  of  a  brutiili  Dilpofition, 
were  the  Perfons  they  fixed  upon  to 
put  their  wicked  Deligns  in  Execu¬ 
tion.  They  were  in  Hopes  that  the 
cruel  Treatment  he  Ihoeld  meet 
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with  from  them,  would  foon  caufe 
him  to  end  his  Days  with  Grief, 
Vexation  and  Fatigue.  They  were 
ordered  to  remove  him  from  Kennel- 
worth  to  Berkley-Cajile.  And  when 
their  barbarous  and  inhuman  Ufage 
of  him  in  the  Journey,  and  after¬ 
wards,  did  not  anfwer  their  End, 
they  received  exprefs  Orders  to  put 
the  miferable  King  to  Death.  No 
fooner  had  the  Ruffians  received  thefe 
helliffi  Inftru&ions,  but  they  put 
them  in  Execution  with  unparral- 
lelled  CruJty.  They  entered  the 
King’s  Room  when  he  was  in  Bed, 
clapt  a  Pillow  upon  his  Face  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  crying  out,  thruft  a  Pipe  up 
his  Fundament,  that  no  Scar  might 
appear,  and  through  it  run  a  red-hot 
Iron  into  his  Bowels;  in  which  ex- 
quifite  Torture  he  expired,  about 
eight  Months  after  he  had  been  de- 
pofed.  The  Wretches  who  perpe¬ 
trated  this  horrid  Murder  came  to 
miferable  Ends,  Gurney  dying  abroad 
by  the  Hands  of  the  Executioner,  and 
Maltre-vers  perilhing  in  Exile  ;  and 
we  ffiall  foon  fee  how  divine  Ven¬ 
geance  purfued  thofe  who  let  them 
to  work.  The  Body  of  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  Prince  was  buiied  in  a  private 
Manner  in  the  Abby-Church  at  Glcu- 
cejler,  where  the  King  his  Son  («  ho  at 
firft  was  made  to  believe  his  Father 
had  died  a  natural  Death)  fome  Years 
after  erected  a  ftately  Monument. 

In  1328,  the  young  King’s  Mar¬ 
riage  with  Philippa  ot  Hainault  was 
folemnized.  And  the  fame  Year,  by 
the  Advice  of  1/abella  and  Mortimer, 
a  molt  difhonourable  Treaty  of  Peace 
(at  leaft  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Na¬ 
tion)  was  made  with  Scotland;  King 
Edward  renouncing  all  his  Preten- 
fions  to  that  Kingdom,  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  Joanna  his  Sifter  being  given  in 
Marriage  to  Prince  David,  the  King 
of  Scotland’s  Son.  Shortly  after, 
Mortimer,  as  a  Reward  for  his  pre¬ 
tended  Service  in  this  Affair,  was 
created  Earl  c f  March,  in  full  Par- 
»  Jiament. 


154  E  D  W  A 

liament.  The  brave  Robert  Bruce, 
the  Scots  King,  died  foon  after  his 
making  this  advantageous  Peace, 
and  left  his  Crown  to  his  Son  Da¬ 
vit/,  then  about  eight  Years  old.'' 

The  Queen-Mother  and  Mortimer, 
by  their  whole  Management,  made 
themlelves  more  and  more  odious 
to  the  Nation.  And  the  Earl  of 
Lancajier,  the  Earl  of  Kent,  the 
King’s  Unde,  and  fome  other  Lords, 
began  to  take  Meafures  to  pull  them 
down.  They  entered  into  an  Affo- 
ciation,  and  publilhed  a  Manifefto, 
containing  the  Motives  of  their  tak¬ 
ing  Arms.  But  1/abella  and  Morti¬ 
mer  fo  managed  Matters  with  the 
King,  perfuading  him  that  the  De- 
fign  ol  the  Malcontents  in  taking 
Arms,  was  to  difpoffefs  him  of  his 
Crown,  that  he  began  to  make  vi¬ 
gorous  Preparations  agsinft  them. 
Which  might  have  been  attended 
with  ill  Confequences,  if  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury  had  not  per- 
fuaded  the  Queen  to  come  to  an 
Accommodation,  by  artfully  hinting 
to  her,  that  the  Manifello  of  the 
Malcontents  was  fo  plaufible,  that 
there  was  Danger  of  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion’s  fiding  with  them.  As  the 
League  was  not  yet  llrong  enough, 
the  Lords  thought  fit  to  accept  of  a 
Pardon.  And  io  the  Queen  and  her 
Favourite  as  yet  Hood  their  Ground  ; 
but  they  retained  a  llrong  Refent- 
ment  in  their  Hearts  againft  thefe 
Lords,  and  the  Earl  of  Kent  fell  a 
Sacrifice,  not  long  after,  to  their 
Treachery  and  Malice. 

In  the  mean  Time  an  Affair  hap¬ 
pened  in  France,  which,  joined  with 
Edward' s  Ambition,  gave  Rife  to 
the  chief  Buiinefs  of  this  Reign,  and 
brought  France  to  the  very  Brink 
of  Deftruftion.  This  was  the  Death 
of  Charles  the  Fair,  Queen  Ijabella’s 
Brother,  without  Ilfue  Male.  But 
as  he  left  his  Queen  'Joanna  big 
with  Child,  the  lirft  Difpute  was 
about  the  Regency  till  fne  lhould 
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be  delivered.  King  Edward  laid 
Claim  to  it,  as  Nephew  and  neareft 
Relation  to  Charles.  But  Philip  de 
Valois,  Coulin-German  to  the  de- 
ceafed  King,  maintained,  that  as  the 
Salick  Law  excluded  the  Females, 
ana  their  Defendants,  as  he  thought, 
from  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown, 
they  confequently  had  no  Right  to 
the  Regency.  The  Matter  was  de¬ 
cided  by  the  Peers  of  France  in  Fa¬ 
vour  of  Philip  ;  and  how  much  fo- 
ever  Edward  was  inclined  to  affert 
what  he  thought  was  his  Right,  he 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  do  it 
during  his  Minority.  At  length  Jo¬ 
anna  being  delivered  of  a  Princefs, 
Edward  fent  Ambaffadors  to  de. 
mand  for  him  the  Crown  of  France, 
but  no  Regard  was  had  to  this  De¬ 
mand,  and  Philip  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  crowned,  by  Virtue  of  the  fame 
Judgment  which  afligned  him  the 
Regency.  Edward  not  having  it 
in  his  Power  at  prefent  to  maintain 
his  Pretenfions,  let  the  Matter  lie 
dormant  for  fome  Time,  and  even 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  do  Homage 
to  Philip  for  Guienne  and  Ponthieu  ; 
which,  however,  the  Queen-Mother, 
and  the  Earl  of  March,  could  hardly 
have  brought  him  to  do,  if  they  had 
not  fuggefled  to  him  the  Expedient 
of  his  privately  protelling  before¬ 
hand  againft  the  Homage  he  was 
going  to  pay.  This  done,  he  went 
over,  in  1329,  and  came  to  King 
Philip  at  Amiens  ;  where  the  Homage 
was  performed  in  a  moll  folemn 
Manner,  in  Prefence  of  the  Kings 
of  Navarre,  Majorca,  and  Bohe¬ 
mia,  and  all  the  chief  Lords  of 
France. 

King  Edward's  Return  to  Eng¬ 
land  was  foon  followed  by  a  great 
Revolution  at  Court,  in  1330.  As  1- 
he  began  at  length  to  be  fufpicious 
of  the  Queen  his  Mother’s  Conduft, 
there  were  Enemies  enough  found 
to  lay  hold  of  the  Difpofition  the 
King  was  then  in,  to  hallen  her 
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Ruin,  and  that  of  her  Favourite. 
They  fo  wrought  upon  him  by  re- 
prefenting  their  ill  Conduct  in  the 
molt  glaring  Light,  that  with  much 
Difficulty  he  got  them  both  feized 
at  Nottingham,  where  the  Court  then 
was.  Then  calling  a  Parliament, 
he  told  them,  that  with  the  Content 
of  his  Subjefts  he  intended  to  take 
upon  himfelf  the  Government,  tho’ 
he  was  not  yet  at  the  Age  prefcribed 
by  the  Law:  To  which  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  readily  affented.  He  firil  feized 
on  the  extravagant  Dowry,  which 
the  Queen  his  Mother  had  caufed  to 
be  fettled  upon  her,  amounting  to 
two  Thirds  of  the  Revenues  of  the 
Crown,  and  then  confined  her  in  the 
■  C’aftle  of  Rifing ,  where  lhe  continued 
the  Remainder  of  her  Life,  which 
was  eight-aud-twenty  Years.  Her 
Favourite  Mortimer  Earl  of  March, 
was  treated  with  theutmoft  -everity. 
He  was  charged  with  having  alfumed 
the  Government  without  Authority, 
with  having  placed  Spies  about  the 
King,  to  keep  him  always  in  Sub¬ 
jection,  with  procuring  the  Death  of 
the  King’s  Father  by  his  exprefs 
Orders,  with  having  lived  too  fami¬ 
liarly  with  the  Queen-Mother,  £sV. 
0  For  all  which  Crimes  he  was  hanged 
as  a  Traitor  on  the  Common  Gal¬ 
lows  at  Tyburn. 

The  tame  Year  the  Kin?  was 
blefied  with  a  Son,  who  was  named 
Edward,  after  his  Father,  and  be¬ 
came,  at  length,  one  of  the  moil  ac- 
complilhed  Princes  that  England  had 
ever  feen.  The  Art  of  Weaving 
^■Woollen-Cloth  was  about  this  Time 
’  brought  from  Flanders  into  England, 
by  John  Kcmpe,  to  whom  King  Ed¬ 
ward  granted  his  Protection,  and 
invited  over  hullers.  Dyers,  and 
other  Artificers,  belonging  to  that 
Manufacture,  which  has  fince  proved 
lo  advantageous  to  England. 

After  Edward  was  at  Liberty  to 
aft  for  himfelf,  his  fi rft  A  tremor  w  as 
upon  Scotland.  The  dilhoncurable 
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Treaty  that  Queen  1/alella  and 
Mortimer  had  drawn  him  into  with 
Robert  Bruce,  fet  very  uneafy  upon 
him.  But  not  chufing  at  firit  to 
aft  openly  in  violation  of  it,  he  un¬ 
derhand  employed  Edward  Baliol, 
Son  of  John  Baliol,  whom  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  had  made  King  of  Scotland, 
to  bring  about  his  Defigns.  Baliol 
had  lived  in  France  ever  fince  his 
Father’s  Death,  and  Edward  caufed 
it  to  be  infinuated  to  him  by  the 
Lord  Beaumont,  that  he  had  now 
a  fair  Opportunity  to  mount  the 
Throne  of  Scotland,  whilft  David 
Bruce  was  in  his  Minority  ;  and  that 
the  King  of  England  was  difpoled  to 
fecond  his  Endeavours.  Baliol  readi¬ 
ly  liitening  to  this  Propofal,  came  in¬ 
to  England ;  and  as  thofe  Lords  w  ho 
had  formerly  Grants  ofLands  in  Scot¬ 
land,  from  Edward  I.  were  private¬ 
ly  told  that  their  ferving  Baliol 
w'ould  be  agreeable  to  the  King,  the 
Hopes  of  recovering  thofe  Lands 
made  them  reaaily  engage  in  Baliol’s 
Caufe.  And  f  he  embarked  with  a 
final]  Army,  and  landea  at  Kinghorn 
near  Perth  ;  and  in  a  few  Days 
routed  four  Scotch  Armies,  each  fu- 
perior  in  Number  to  his  own.  After 
wffiich  he  befieged  and  took  Perth. 
Thefe  and  other  Succeffs  induced 
a  great  many  Lords  and  Gentlemen 
to  come  in,  and  fwear  Fealty  to 
him.  In  Ihort,  young  King  David 
was  obliged  to  fly  into  France  ;  foon 
after  which,  Baliol  u'as  crow  ned  at 
Scone,  and  did  the  fame  Homage  to 
King  Edward  for  Scotland,  as  his 
Father  had  done  to  Edward  I.  He 
alfo  yielded  up  to  him  the  Town 
and  Caftle  of  Berwick,  which  were 
Hill  in  King  Da-ahi’sHands.  Things 
thus  fueceeding  according  to  Ed- 
ward’s  Defire,  lie  raifed  ar.  Army  on 
Pretence  of  appealing  fome  Troubles 
in  Ireland ;  but  presently  throwing 
off  the  Mafk,  marched  it  towards 
Scotland,  and  1  id  S;ege  to  Berwick. 
The  Regent  whom  King  David  had 
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left  in  Scotland,  advanced  with  a 
great  Army  to  its  Relief  ;  bat  Ed¬ 
ward  met  him  at  Halydon-Hill,  and 
in  a  bloody  Battle,  Anno  13.33,  en¬ 
tirely  routed  him  :  After  which  Ber¬ 
wick  furrendered,  which  Edward 
annexed  for  ever  to  the  Crown  of 
England. 

King  Edward,  at  his  Return  from 
Scotland,  left  Baliol  with  a  Body  of 
Troops  to  compleat  its  Reduction. 
But  the  voluntary  Homage  he  had 
paid,  and  the  many  Placet  he  had 
given  up  to  Edward,  betides  Ber¬ 
wick,  fo  exafperated  the  Scots,  that 
tire  next  Year  they  rofe  againll  him, 
and  coming  upon  him  unawares,  to¬ 
tally  routed  him,  and  drove  him  out 
cf  the  Kingdom.  Hereupon  Ed¬ 
ward  marched  again  into  Scotland 
with  a  numerous  Army,  but  the 
Scots  were  fo  encamped,  that  he 
could  not  attack  them.  He  palled 
the  Winter  at  Roxburgh,  and  in  the 
Spring,  133  5,  attacked  Scotland  by 
Sea  and  Land,  and  advanced  as  far 
as  the  Northern  Ocean  :  Yet  neither 
did  he  gain  any  great  Advantage  by 
this  Incurfic-n,  it  being  impoffible 
to  keep  the  North  Parts  of  Scotland, 
without  a  continual  Standing- Army. 
So  he  ilaid  feme  Time  at  Berth, 
vhilll  the  Earl  of  Cornwall  ravaged 
the  Weflern  Counties.  Before  the 
End  of  the  Year,  the  Scots  finding 
that  Edward  was  fully  refolved  to 
continue  the  War,  moll  of  them 
fubmitted  ;  and  then  he  returned  to 
England,  leaving  the  Earl  of  Athol 
to  command  in  his  Abfence  ;  who, 
as  he  was  befieging  Btldrummy,  was 
attacked,  defeated  and  llain  by  Dun¬ 
bar  and  Douglas,  who  marched  to 
the  Relief  of  the  Place.  This  occa¬ 
sioned  Edward  to  march  once 
more  into  Scotland,  where  he  rava¬ 
ged  the  Counties  that  had  revolted, 
and  in  his  Return  burnt  Aberdeen  to 
Allies.  Then  leaving  a  fmall  Army 
under  Baliol,  he  came  back  to  Eng¬ 
land,  being  now  bent  upon  putting 
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his  Project  againll  France  in  Execu¬ 
tion.  He  maintained,  that  the  Salick 
Law,  in  excluding  Females,  did  not 
exclude  their  Male-Iffue  ;  and  in¬ 
ferring  from  thence,  that  the  nearelt 
Male  Relation  ought  to  fucceed,  he 
refolved  to  wrell  the  Crown  from 
Philip  de  Valois.  In  which  Project 
he  was  encouraged  by  Robert  d' Ar¬ 
tois,  whom  Philip  had  dilgulted. 

Whilit  he  was  preparing  for  this 
important  War,  in  1337,  he  called 
a  Parliament,  chiefly  to  fettle  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Woollen  ManufaQure. 
In  it  he  created  his  eldeit  Son,  Prince 
Edward,  Duke  of  Cornwall,  who  was 
the  firlt  in  England  that  had  the  Ti- 
tie  of  Duke  ;  and  ever  fince,  the 
eidell  Son  of  the  King  of  England  is 
by  Birth  Duke  of  Cornwall. 

Edward  having  made  vail  Prepa¬ 
rations,  and  entered  into  feveral 
powerful  Alliances,  the  firlt  Step  he 
took,  w'as  to  order  the  Duke  of 
Brabant,  one  of  his  Allies,  to  de¬ 
mand  the  Crown  of  France  in  his 
Name,  at  the  fame  Time  making 
him  his  Lieutenant-General  for  that 
Kingdom,  and  commanding  the 
French,  whom  he  Itiled  his  Subjedts, 
to  obey  him  In  1338,  he  fet  fail 
from  England ,  with  a  confiderable 
Fleet,  and  arrived  at  Antwerp,  where 
he  made  a  long  Stay,  to  fettle  fome 
Matters  of  Importance  to  his  grand 
Defign.  The  firlt  Campaign  was 
not  opened  till  September,  1339,  when 
Edward  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of 
forty  thoufand  Men,  and  marched 
towards  the  Enemy,  who  were  ad¬ 
vancing  with  a  numerous  Army  to 
give  him  Battle.  However,  Matters 
were  lo  ordered,  that  nothing  was 
done,  and  the  firlt  Campaign  ended 
without  any  Bloodlherl. 

The  next  Year,  Edward  took  the 
Title  of  King  of  France,  ufing  it 
in  all  publick  Acts,  and  quartered 
the  Arms  of  France  with  his  own, 
adding  this  Motto,  Dieu  &  mon  Droit, 
God  and  my  Right.  He  foon  after 
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obtained  a  great  Viftory  over  the 
French  at  Sea  ;  for  with  a  fleet  of 
three  hundred  Sail,  attacking  the 
French  Fleet  of  four  hundred,  on  the 
Coait  of  Flanders,  he  took  or  funk 
them  all  except  thirty.  Then  land¬ 
ing  his  Forces,  he  went  and  laid 
Siege  to  Tournay  ;  but  the  French 
Army  advancing  to  its  Relief,  fo 
harraffed  the  Befiegers,  that  -Edward 
could  make  little  or  no  Progrefs  in 
the  Siege.  At  length  a  Truce  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  two  Par¬ 
ties,  by  the  good  Offices  of  Joanna 
de  Valois,  Mother-in-Law  to  Ed¬ 
ward,  and  Sifter  to  Philip,  which 
was  to  laft  from  the  20th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  to  the  25  th  of  June,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  another  Truce  for 
three  Years,  by  the  Mediation  of  the 
Pope,  after  the  two  Kings  had  be¬ 
gun  to  commit  Hoftilities  againft 
each  other,  in  the  Difpute  about  the 
Succeflion  to  the  Duchy  of  Bretaign  ; 
Philip  taking  Part  with  Charles  de 
Blois,  whom  he  had  declared  Duke 
of  Bretaign,  and  Edward  efpoufing 
the  Intereft  of  John  de  Montfort,  the 
other  Claimant. 

Whilft  King  Edward  was  in 
France,  Robert  Stuart,  Regent  of 
Scotland  far  King  David,  gained 
great  Advantages  over  Baliol.  He 
took  Perth,  and  forced  Baliol  to  re¬ 
tire  to  the  Borders  ;  and  fome  Time 
after  he  became  Mafter  of  Sterling. 
Edward  being  returned  into  Eng¬ 
land,  upon  the  Truce  made  with 
France,  refolVed  to  invade  Scotland 
once  more  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  but 
his  Fleet  fuffering  by  a  violent  Storm, 
prevented  him.  Soon  after  King 
David  being  furniihed  with  Men 
and  Money  by  the  King  of  France, 
returned  to  Scotland,  and  having 
.got  together  a  conftderable  Army, 
marched  towards  the  Frontiers,  and 
proceeded  as  far  as  Durham,  which 
he  befieged  and  took,  and  put  all 
the  Inhabitants  to  the  Sword.  In 
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his  F.eturn  he  made  an  Attempt  up¬ 
on  Werk-Gafile,  belonging  to  the 
Countefs  of  Salijbury  ;  but  the  News 
of  Edward's  Approach  made  him 
defift.  Being  come  to  the  Caftle  the 
very  Day  that  David  marched  off,  he 
made  a  Vifit  to  the  CGuntefs  of  Salij¬ 
bury  ;  which  gave  Occasion  for  fome 
to  affirm,  though  without  Grounds, 
that  he  fell  in  Love  with  her.  He 
marched  in  Queft  of  the  Scots  the 
next  Day,  but  hearing  they  were 
retired  to  GedeoPs-Forefi,  he  left  off 
the  Purfuit.  And  foon  after,  being 
intent  upon  continuing  his  French 
War,  he  offered  David  a  Truce  for 
two  Years,  which  he  accepted,  and 
had  an  Opportunity  by  that  Means 
to  fix  himfelf  more  firmly  on  his 
Throne. 

Whilft  the  Truce  with  France  and 
Scotland  fubftfted,  King  Edward 
called  a  Parliament,  in  which  lie  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  all  the  Liberties 
contained  in  the  Great  Charter,  and 
created  Prince  Edward  Prince  of 
Wales.  This  Parliament  palled  an 
Aft,  called  the  Statute  of  Provfors, 
againft  thofe  who  brought  Provijions 
from  Rome  for  Benefices. 

We  are  now  come  to  a  Period, 
which  fhines  with  a  diftinguiftied 
Luftre  in  Edward’s  Reign.  He  had 
made  great  Preparations  to  renew 
the  War  with  France,  as  foon  as  the 
Tiucefhould  be  expired.  But  Phi¬ 
lip  haftened  it  on,  by  feizing  and 
beheading  feveral  Lords  of  Bretaign ; 
by  which  Adtion,  Edward  main¬ 
tained,  the  Truce  was  broken.  He 
therefore  appointed  the  Earl  of 
Northampton  his  Lieutenant-General 
in  France,  commanding  him  to  defy 
Philip  in  his  Name,  and  to  declare 
War  againft  him  :  And  if  he  did 
but  little  before,  he  now  madehim- 
feJf  ample  Amends,  by  the  Rapidity 
of  his  Conqiiefts,  and  furprifing  Suc- 
cefs  of  his  Arms.  He  firit  fent  over 
Henry  of  Lancafier  Earl  of  Darby, 

who 
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who  made  a  great  Progrefs  in  Gui- 
enne  ;  but  the  vigorous  Efforts  of  the 
Duke  of  Normandy  put  a  Stop  to  it, 
and  forced  him  to  retreat.  Upon 
this,  Edward  lands  in  Normandy,  in 
1346,  with  his  Son  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  was  now  to  make  his 
firft  Campaign,  being  about  fixteen 
Years  old.  He  ravaged  the  Country 
in  a  terrible  Manner  through  which 
he  paffed,  burning  and  plundering 
every  Thing  that  came  in  his  Way. 
Atiength  havingbraveiyforced  aPafs 
over  the  Somme,  which  was  guarded 
by  twelve  thoufand  French,  he  went 
and  encamped  at  Creffy.  Being  clofe- 
]y  purfued  by  Philip,  he  found  he 
could  not  avoid  a  Battle  ;  and  fo 
he  pitched  upon  an  advantageous 
Ground,  and  drew  up  his  Army  in 
Battalia,  expefting  the  Enemy.  The 
Battle  began  at  Four  in  the  After¬ 
noon,  Auguft  2 6,  1 346,  which  was 
very  obftinate  and  bloody,  and  prov¬ 
ed  fatal  to  the  French.  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  young  as  he  was,  performed 
Wonders.  To  him  the  Victory  was 
chiefly  owing,  the  King  his  Father 
leaving  him  the  Honour  of  it.  Phi- 
lib  foupht  with  undaunted  Valour, 

i  o  7 

was  twice  difmounted,  and  wounded 
in  the  Neck  and  Thigh  ;  when  be¬ 
ing  forced  to  retire,  the  Vidtory  was 
foon  compleated,  and  followed  with 
a  dreadful  Slaughter  of  the  flying 
Troops.  There  were  llain  in  this 
Battle,  the  King  of  Bohemia,  who 
was  blind,  the  Earl  of  Alenfon  King 
Philip’s  Brother,  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  the  Earls  of  Flanders  and  Blois, 
fifteen  other  eminent  Noblemen,  and 
twelve  hundred  Knights ;  and  above 
eighty  Fiench  Standards  were  taken. 
It  is  f  id,  that  in  this  famous  Battle 
the  Englijh  for  the  firft  Time  made 
ufe  of  Cannon,  then  unknown  to 
the  French  ;  and  that  the  Vidtory 
was  in  Part  owing  to  the  Surprize 
this  Novelty  occafioned  in  their 
Enemies. 

After  this,  Edward  befieged  Ca¬ 


lais,  which  held  out  a  Year  5  and 
he  at  laft  reduced  it  by  Famine. 
Philip  endeavoured  to  relieve  it  with 
an  Army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  Men,  but  could  by  no 
Means  attack  Edward,  he  was  fo 
ftrongly  intrenched.  After  taking 
of  this  important  Place,  he  confent- 
ed  to  a  Year’s  Truce,  and  returned 
in  Triumph  to  England. 

Dur  ng  the  Siege  of  Calais,  Philip 
got  the  King  of  Scots  to  make  a 
Diverfion  in  England,  who  advanced 
as  far  as  Durham,  at  the  Flead  of  a 
numerous  Army  ;  but  Queen  Phi- 
lippa  marching  again!!  him,  defeated 
him  and  took  him  Prifoner.  Some 
Years  after,  the  Scots  furprifed  Ber¬ 
wick  ;  but  Edward  foon  retook  it. 
King  David  remained  a  Prifoner 
eleven  Years,  and  then  was  releafed 
upon  giving  twenty  Ploftages  to  pay 
100,000  Marks,  at  10,000  a  Year, 
till  all  was  paid.  A  ten  Year’s 
Truce  was  at  the  fame  Time  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  two  Kingdoms. 
David  died  in  1368,  and  left  his 
Crown  to  Robert  Stuart  his  Nephew. 

Not  long  after  the  Taking  of  Ca¬ 
lais,  Edward  inftituted  the  moll 
famous  Order  of  Knighthood  in  the 
World,  -viz.  that  of  the  Garter. 
The  Occafion  of  it  is  fomewhat  un¬ 
certain  ;  but  the  common  Opinion 
is,  that  it  owed  its  Rife  to  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Saliflury’s  dropping  her  Gar¬ 
ter,  as  (he  was  dancing.  ’Tis  faid 
the  King  Hooped  to  take  it  up  ;  and 
theC'ountefs  Brewing  fome  Surprize, 
as  thinking  he  had  fome  other  Defign, 
he  faid  to  her,  Honi  foit  quiMaly  penfe, 
that  is,  Di (honour ,  or  Evil  be  to  him 
that  thinks  Evil  of  it.  In  Memory 
of  this,  ’tis  pretended,  he  inftituted 
this  Order,  and  gave  for  its  Motto  the 
Words  he  had  fpoken  to  the  Lady. 

About  the  fame  Time,  the  Mer¬ 
chants  having  complained  of  the  De¬ 
predations  committed  by  fome  Spa- 
mf  Ships  on  the  Englijh  Coaft, 
Edward  did  not  difdain  to  go  in 
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Perfon  with  fome  Ships,  and  gave 
Chafe  to  thefe  Corfairs.  He  took 
twenty -fix  of  their  Ships,  funk  fome, 
and  difperfed  the  reft. 

Philip  de  Valois  dying  in  1350,  left 
his  Son  John  his  SuccelTor,  who  pro¬ 
longed  the  Truce  to  1354,  and  then 
to  the  Year  following  ;  but  it  was 
ill  kept  on  both  Sides.  When  it 
was  near  expiring,  Edward  inverted 
the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  Duchy 
of  Guienne,  and  fent  him  thither  to 
profecute  the  War.  From  hence  the 
Prince  made  an  Incurfion,  and  ravag¬ 
ed  Languedoc .  He  afterwards  made 
a  fecond  Incurfion  with  twelve  thou- 
fand  Men,  palling  through  Perigord , 
and  Limofut,  entering  Berry,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  to  the  Gates  of  Bourges.  As 
he  Was  fetching  a  Compafs,  in  order 
to  retire  to  Bourdeaux,  to  avoid  the 
King  of  France,  who  was  advancing 
with  fixty  thoufand  Men,  the  faid 
King  came  up  with  him,  near  Poic- 
tiers,  at  a  Place  called  Maupertuis ;  and 
here  a  memorable  Battle  was  fought, 
on  September  19,  1356,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  notwithstanding  the 
vail  Superiority  of  the  French,  ob¬ 
tained  a  compleat  Vifiory,  and  took 
King  John  Prifoner,  with  Philip  his 
fourth  Son.  The  Duke  of  Bourbon, 
the  Conftable  of  France,  and  Marlhal 
de  Nelfe,  above  fifty  other  great 
Lords,  and  eight  hundred  Gentle¬ 
men,  were  flain.  The  Prince’s  mo- 
deft  and  generous  Behaviour  towards 
his  Royal  Prifoner,  was  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  his  Courage  and  Con- 
dud:  during  this  glorious  Aclion. 
A  Truce  for  two  Years  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  agreed  on,  and  the  Prince  came 
over  to  England  the  April  following, 
bringing  the  captive  King  alongwith 
him,  who  was  conducted  to  London, 
and  treated  with  all  the  Honour  and 
Refped  imaginable,  by  King  Ed¬ 
ward  and  all  the  Royal  Family,  as 
well  as  by  the  generous  and  heroic 
Prince  of  Wales. 

King  John  agreed  upon  a  Treaty 
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with  the  King  of  England,  in  order 
to  recover  his  Liberty  ;  but  the  States 
of  France  thought  it  fo  difadvanta- 
geous,  that  they  would  not  ratify 
it.  Upon  which  Edward  prepared 
to  renew  the  War  with  more  Vi¬ 
gour  than  ever,  and  in  1360  went 
over  to  Calais  with  an  Army  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  Men,  with  Intent 
to  fubdue  that  mifcrable  Kingdom. 
But  he  miffed  of  his  Airn.  For  tho’ 
after  an  unfuccel'Yul  Attempt  upon 
Rheims,  he  took  Seins,  and  ravaged 
France  to  the  very  Gates  of  Paris , 
yet  he  could  by  no  Means  draw 
Charles  the  Dauphin  and  Regent  out 
to  an  Engagement,  who  kept  him- 
felf  fhut  up  within  the  Walls,  wifely 
avoiding  a  Battle,  till  Edward  hav¬ 
ing  loft  many  of  his  Men  by  Sick- 
nefs,  and  tired  with  fruitlefs  At¬ 
tempts,  confented  to  a  Treaty  of 
Peace,  which  was  com. laded  at  a 
Village  called  Bretigiy,  and  figned 
May  t>,  1360  ;  whereby  the  King  of 
France  was  to  pay  three  Millions  of 
Crowns  of  Gold  lor  his  Ranfom,  and 
the  King  of  England ■  was  to  hold 
Guienne ,  Poiclou,  Saintong:,  Agenois, 
Limojln,  Quercy,  Bigorre,  Gaur, 
Angoumois,  Ro  vergue, Perigord,  Mont¬ 
real  and  its  Territories,  Guifnes, 
Ponthicu,  Cflkf'j  Town,  Caftle,  and 
Territory,  Cfr.  All  Things  being 
concluded.  King  John  was  fet  at 
Liberty,  and  returned  into  France, 
where  he  ratified  the  Treaty  by  his 
Letters  Patent,  and  foon  gave  a 
farther  Proof  of  his  Sincerity,  by 
putti .,g  Edward  in  Poffeflipn  of  the 
Countries  affigned  him  by  the  faid 
Treaty.  Towards  the  End  of  the 
Year,  1363,  he  came  over  to  Eng¬ 
land  again  about  fome  Matters  of 
Importance,  and  war  very  honoura¬ 
bly  received  by  King  Edward.  The 
Kings  of  Scotland  and  Cyprus  being 
in  England  at  the  lame  Time,  Sir 
Henry  Picard,  Citizen  and  Wine- 
Merchant  of  London ,  entertained  the 
four  Kings  and  their  Retinues  with 

a  mag- 
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amagnificentFeak  at  his  ownHoufe. 
King  John  died  in  England  the  8th 
of  April  following,  which  was  no 
fmall  Grief  to  Edward,  who  loved 
and  ekeemed  him  for  his  Virtue. 
This  memorable  Saying  is  afcribed 
to  him.  Though  Faith  and  Truth  were 
ianijhed  frotn  the  rejl  of  the  W trld, 
they  ought  to  be  preferred  inviolable 
I  in  the  Mouth  of  Kings. 

In  1364,  John  de  Montfort,  Son 
of  the  former  John,  and  Son-in- 
Law  to  King  Edward,  defeated  and 
flew  Charles  de  Blais,  his  Competitor 
for  the  Duchy  of  Bretaign,  in  the 
famous  Battle  of  Aaray  ;  which  put 
an  End  to  the  Quarrel  between  the 
two  Houfes,  and  gave  Montfort  the 
PofTeffion  of  Bretaign. 

In  13 66,  Pope  Urban  V.  in  a 
haughty  Manner  demanded  the  Tri¬ 
bute  which  King  John  of  England 
obliged  himfelf  and  Succelfors  to  pay 
to  the  Holy  See,  of  which  there  were 
thirty  Years  Arrears  due.  But  both 
King  and  Parliament  fo  vigoroully 
oppofed  this  Impolition,  declaring 
King  John's  Engagement  to  be  null, 
as  without  Confent  of  Parliament, 
and  contrary  to  his  Coronation-Oath, 
that  the  Pope  thought  fit  to  drop  it  ; 
and  neither  Edward,  nor  his  Succef- 
fors,  had  any  more  Trouble  upon 
that  Head. 

Not  long  after,  the  famous  Prince 
of  Wales  marched  with  an  Army  of 
thirty  thoufand  Men  from  Bourdeaux, 
in  order  to  reflore  Peter  the  Cruel, 
King  of  Cafile,  who  had  been  driven 
from  his  Dominions  by  his  Bakard- 
Brother,  Henry  Earl  of  Tranfamare. 
He  fucceeded  in  his  Enterprize,  by 
totally  routing  the  Spanijh  Army  in 
the  Battle  of  Nejara.  Which  Expe¬ 
dition,  tho’  glorious  in  its  Succefs, 
was  not  very  honourable,  fince  it  was 
undertaken  in  favour  of  one  of  the 
moll  biutilh  and  cruel  Princes  that 
ever  lived ;  who  was  afterwards  again 
depofed  by  his  Brother,  and  deferved- 
ly  fiain.  If  the  Prince  o l  Wales  had 
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known,  or  confidered,  the  vile  Cha¬ 
racter  of  Peter,  in  all  Probability  he 
would  not  have  efpoufed  his  Caufe. 
However,  the  Expedition  was  fatal  to 
him,  for  he  contracted  a  Dikemper 
in  Spain,  which  he  never  got  rid  of ; 
and  in  order  to  pay  his  Troops  was 
forced  to  lay  a  Tax  upon  Guienne, 
which  furnifhed  them  with  a  Pre¬ 
tence  to  revolt,  to  which  they  were 
before  but  too  much  inclined. 

Hitherto  Edward's  Reign  had 
been  happy  and  glorious,  but  the 
latter  Part  of  it  was  full  of  Mif- 
fortunes.  In  1368,  he  loft  his  fe- 
cond  Son,  Lionel,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
who  died  in  Italy,  whither  he  went 
to  confummate  his  Marriage  with  the 
Duke  of  Milan's  Daughter.  By  his 
firlt  Marriage  he  left  a  Daughter, 
named  Philippa. 

The  Year  following,  Charles  V. 
who  fucceeded  King  John  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  upon  fome  frivolous  Pretences, 
broke  the  Treaty  of  Bretigny,  which 
was  difagreeable  to  the  French  Na¬ 
tion,  and  declared  War  again!!  Ed¬ 
ward.  This  War  was  as  unfortunate 
to  the  Englift,  as  the  former  was 
glorious  ;  for  Charles,  without  ever 
itirring  out  of  his  Palace,  fo  well 
directed  the  Motions  of  the  War  in 
the  Cabinet,  that  the  Englijh  were 
worked  every  where,  and  in  the  End 
found  themfelves  deprived  of  all  their 
late  Acquifitions  in  France,  except 
Calais.  However,  a  Truce  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  two  Crowns,  in 
1374.  At  the  Beginning  of  this  War, 
the  King  and  the  whole  Nation  had 
a  mok  fenkble  Affliction  in  the 
Death  of  his  good  Queen  Philippa. 

King  Edward,  now  in  his  old  Age, 
had  the  Weaknefs  to  fall  in  Love 
with  Alice  Pierce,  one  of  the  Ladies 
of  thsTBed- chamber  to  Queen  Phi¬ 
lippa  ;  to  whofe  Humour  he  entirely 
gave  himfelf  up,  and  fquandered  a- 
way  the  publick  Money  upon  her. 
The  Parliament  obliged  hint  to  turn 
her  away,  but  he  foon  recalled  her. 

On 
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On  JuneS,  1376,  EdwardVrince  to  the  Ring  on  his  Finger.  Hewasi 
of  Wales,  the  Delight  and  Hope  of  one  of  the  belt  and  moll  illuftrious 
the  Nation,  died  in  the  forty-fixth  Kings  that  ever  fat  on  the  Englijb 
Year  of  his  Age.  He  was  brave.  Throne,  and  what  Faults  he  had 
generous,  liberal,  humane  and  cour-  were  greatly  outweighed  by  his  Vir- 
teous,  and  exceedingly  beloved  by  tues  and  amiable  Qualities.  He  had, 
the  whole  Kingdom.  He  was  called  belides  his  two  Sons  already  men ti- 
rThe  Black  Prince,  from  his  wearing  oned,  William ,  who  died  an  Infant; 

,  black  Armour.  The  Parliament  at-  John  of  Ghent,  or  Gaunt,  Duke  of 
tended  his  Corpfe  to  Canterbury,  Lancafter ;  Edmund,  furnamed  of 
where  he  was  interred.  He  had  Langley,  Earl  of  Cambridge  and  Duke 
married  Joanna,  Daughter  to  Ed-  of  York  ;  William  of  Windfor,  who 
mund,  Earl  of  Kent,  who  was  be-  died  young ;  and  Thomas  of  Wood- 
headed  by  the  Intrigues  of  1/alella  flock,  Duke  of  Gloucefler.  He  had 
and  Mortimer,  at  the  Beginning  of  alfo  live  Daughters, 
this  Reign.  By  her  he  left  one  Son,  Towards  the  End  of  this  Reign, 
Richard,  about  ten  Years  old,  whom  Dr.  John  Wicklijf,  a  Man  of  great 
the  King  his  Grandfather  created  Piety  and  Learning,  began  in  his 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  Earl  of  Chefler,  Sermons  and  Writings  to  oppofe 
defigning  him  for  his  SuccelTor.  Tranfubftantiation,  Perfecution  for 

King  Edward  did  not  long  furvive  Religion’s  Sake,  and  other  corrupt 
his  Son.  He  died  at  Sheen  (now  Doftrines  and  tyrannical  Pradlices 
- Richmond )  on  June  zi,  1377,  in  the  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  He  was  the 
fixty-fifth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  fifty-  firft  celebrated  Englijb  Reformer, 
firft  of  his  Reign  ;  and  was  buried  had  foon  a  great  Number  of  Fol- 
in  Weflminfler- Abbey.  This  great  lowers,  not  only  among  the  com- 
Prince,  when  he  drew  near  his  End,  mon  People,  but  in  the  Univerfity 
faw  himfelf  deferted  by  every  body,  of  Oxford,  and  at  Court,  and  was 
His  Courtiers  and  Chaplains  all  for-  powerfully  protedled  againft  theDe- 
fook  him.  .  Alice  his  Favourite,  when  figns  of  the  Pope  and  Bilhops,  by 
lhe  faw  him  dying,  feized  upon  the  Duke  of  Lancafler ,  Lord  Percy , 
Svery  Thing  that  was  valuable,  even  and  other  great  Men. 
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' r  *|T  T  P  ON  the  Death  of  Edward 

I  III.  his  Grandfon  Richard, 
'C — y  Son  of  the  Black  Prince,  fuc- 

ceeded  to  the  Crown.  He  was  born 
at  BourJeaux,  and  was  now  about  ele¬ 
ven  Years  old.  He  had  three  Uncles, 
who  might  upon  fpecious  Pretences 
have  dilputed  the  Succeflion  with 
him  ;  but  they  were  fo  far  from  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fupplant  him,  that 
they  were  the  firit  to  do  him  Ho¬ 
mage.  And  fo  on  the  fixteenth  of 
t'ill  7U,J’  twenty-four  Days  after  Ed¬ 
ward's  Death,  young  Richard  was 
crowned  without  any  Oppcfition. 

•the  Truce  with  France  was  ex¬ 
pired  near  three  Months  before  Ed¬ 
ward's  Death.  The  King  of  France 
was  making  vafl:  Preparations  to 
compleat  the  Expulfion  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  out  of  all  the  Places  they  held 
in  France ;  whilft  at  the  End  of  the 
lafl:  Reign,  and  at  the  Beginning  of 
this,  the  Englifh  feemed  wholly  un¬ 
concerned  about  the  War.  And  fo, 
whilE  five  Armies  were  employed  in 
different  Places  to  finilh  the  Work 


in  France,  the  French  made  feveral 
Defcents  upon  Englatid,  burnt  Haf- 
tings,  PortJ'mouth,  Dartmouth  and 
P  ly  snout  h,  and  plundered  the  Ijle  of 
Wight.  For  this  the  People  blamed 
the  King’s  Uncles,  who  took  upon 
them  the  Adminiftration  of  AffairJ 
till  the  Parliament  fhould  meet ;  not 
conlidering  that  they  had  neither 
Money  nor  Forces,  nor  any  lawful 
Authority  to  raife  them. 

The  Parliament  met  in  Odober , 
and  gave  the  Regency  of  the  King¬ 
dom  to  the  three  Uncles,  joining 
with  them  fome  Bilhops  and  Lay- 
Lords.  This  mortified  the  Duke  of 
Lancajler,  the  eldek  of  the  Uncles, 
a  Prince  of  a  haughty  Temper,  who 
had  Battered  himfelf  vrith  the  Hopes 

of  win4fpIe  Rege.nr3kjCT/C2^. 

VVJnlit  Preparations  were  "making 
to  guard  the  Coaits,  and  to  cppole 
France,  the  King  of  Navarre  put 
Cherbourg  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Englijb,  as  the  Duke  of  Bretagne 
foon  alter  delivered  up  Brcji  to  them. 
T  hefe  Places,  together  with  Calais 
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and  Bourdcaux,  might  have  been  of 
great  Advantage  to  the  Englijh,  as 
r by  means  of  thefe  four  Towns  they 
might  have  invaded  France  four  fe- 
veralWays:  But  they  made  not  a 
proper  Ufe  of  this  Advantage ;  and 
Richard ,  towards  the  End  of  his 
Reign,  gave  up  Breji  and  Cherbourg, 
for  a  very  inconfiderable  Sum. 

When  Meafures  were  taking  in 
England,  to  aflift  the  Duke  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  the  French  Court,  in  order  to 
divert  the  Storm  from  their  own 
Country  (according  to  their  ufual 
Artifice)  encouraged  the  King  of 
Scotland  to  make  a  Diverfion  on  his 
Side.  He  accordingly  broke  the 
Truce,  and  took  Berwick  by  Sur¬ 
prize  ;  but  the  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land  drew  together  a  Body  of  Troops, 
and  retook  it  by  Storm.  In  this 
Siege,  his  Son  Henry  Percy  fignalized 
himfelf  with  fuch  Bravery  and  Re- 
folution,  that  he  gained  the  Surname 
of  Hotfpur.  In  the  mean  Time, 
Hoflilities  continued  to  be  carried  on 
in  feveral  Places,  between  the  French 
and  Englijh,  without  any  general 
Aftion,  or  decifive  Battle. 

In  1380,  the  Parliament  puffed 
Fan  Aft  to  render  foreign  Eccle- 
fiafticks  incapable  of  holding  any 
Benefice  in  England ;  and  effectually 
to  remove  this  Grievance,  they  paffed 
another  Aft,  forbidding  all  the  King’s 
Subjefts,  under  fevere  Penalties,  to 
farm  Benefices  conferred  on  Fo¬ 
reigners  by  the  Pope. 

Whilft  the  Nation  was  involved 
abroad,  and  thofe  about  the  King 
had  more  Regard  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Interelt  than  that  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  a  furprifing  Infurreftion  broke 
out,  which  threatened  the  whole 
Kingdom  with  Deilruftion.  The 
Parliament  had  impofed  a  Poll-Tax, 
whereby  all  Perfons,  above  fifteen 
Years  old,  were  obliged  to  pay  twelve 
Pence  a  Head,  the  Monks  and  Nuns 
not  excepted.  This  Tax  was  levied 
with  great  Moderation  at  full :  But 
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at  length  being  farmed  by  divers 
Perfons,  who  having  advanced  fuch 
a  Sum  to  the  King,  were  to  have 
what  they  could  raife  by  it,  thefe 
Farmers  and  their  Colleftors  levied 
the  Tax  with  great  Rigour,  in  order 
to  enrich  themfelves.  One  of  the 
Colleftors,  having  demanded  of  a 
Tyler  at  Deptford,  whofe  Name  was 
Walter,  from  thence  called  Wat 
Tyler,  twelve  Pence  for  one  of  his 
Daughters,  the  Father  refufed  to 
pay  it,  alledging  that  fhe  was  under 
the  Age  mentioned  in  the  Aft.  The 
infulent  Colleftor  attempting  in  a 
Way  not  very  model!  to  fatisfy  him¬ 
felf  of  the  Truth  of  this,  Wat  took 
up  a  Hammer,  and  knocked  out  his 
Brains,  The  People  took  his  Part, 
and  promifed  to  Hand  by  him.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  Populace  rofe  in  Kent, 
and  chofe  Wat  Tyler  for  their  Lea¬ 
der  :  And  they  were  foon  followed 
by  thofe  of  EJfex,  under  the  Conduft 
of  Jack  Straw.  To  the  Poll-Tax 
were  added  other  Grievances,  the 
little  Care  taken  by  thofe  at  the 
Helm  to  guard  the  Coalls  againft 
the  French,  notwithftanding  the  large 
Sums  that  had  been  raifed  for  that 
Purpofe,  the  Extortion  of  the  Judges 
and  Lawyers,  the  Oppreffion  of  the 
Nobles,  Cfc.  Which  Grievances  be¬ 
ing  inflamed  by  feditious  Spirits, 
and,  as  fome  fay,  by  the  Monks, 
who  thought  themfelves  aggrieved  by 
the  Poll-Tax,  the  People  role  in  great 
Numbers,  and  Wat  foon  found  him¬ 
felf  at  the  Head  of  100,000  Men. 
With  thefe  he  marched  direftly  for 
London,  freeing  all  the  Prifoners  as 
he  went  along.  This  formidable 
Mob  proceeded  to  the  utmoft  Ex¬ 
travagancies:  They  cut  oft"  the  Heads 
of  thofe  Lords,  Gentlemen,  Judges 
and  Lawyers  they  could  lay  Hands 
on  ;  and  bound  themfelves  by  Oath 
never  to  own  for  King  any  whofe 
Name  fhould  be  John ;  which  was 
occafioned  by  their  Hatred  to  John 
of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancajier,  who 
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at  this  Time  was  gone  to  the  Borders 
to  negotiate  a  Truce  with  the  Scots. 

Being  come  to  Black-Heath ,  Wat 
Tyler  reviewed  his  Army,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  his  March  towards  London, 
took  and  plundered  Southwark. 
Shortly  after,  he  entered  London,  the 
City  Mob  opening  the  Bridge  Gates 
to  him,  in  Spite  of  the  Magiftrates. 
Here  this  enraged  Rabble  commit- 
ted.the  moil  horrid  Ravages,  burn¬ 
ing  and  plundering  the  Houfes  of 
the  Judges,-  Lords,  and  principal  Ci¬ 
tizens.  Then  they  feized  the  Tower, 
and  finding  there  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  High-Treafurer, 
they  without  any  Ceremony  cut  off 
their  Heads.  The  King  and  Coun¬ 
cil  were  exceedingly  alarmed  at  thefe 
furious  Proceedings,  and  in  great  Per¬ 
plexity  what  Courfe  to  take  to  put 
a  Stop  to  them.  At  laft  it  was  re- 
folved  to  offer  the  Rebels  a  Charter 
confirming  the  People’s  Liberties, 
and  a  general  Pardon  ;  which  thofe 
of  EJfex  accepting,  returned  to  their 
Homes.  Wat  Tyler  fiill  continued  at 
the  Head  of  thirty  or  forty  Tliou- 
fand  Men  ;  and  the  King  coming  to 
Smithjield,  fent  to  defire  him  to  come 
and  confer  with  him-  Wat  returned 
a  haughty  Anfwer,  that  he  would 
come  when  he  thought  fit.  He  how¬ 
ever  fet  forward  at  the  Head  of  his 
Troops,  and  meeting  the  King  in 
Smthfield,  they  had  a  Conference 
together,  both  on  Horfeback.  He 
made  fuch  extravagant  Demands, 
that  Richard  knew  not  how  to  an¬ 
swer  him ;  and  now  and  then  he 
would  lift  up  his  Sword,  as  if  he 
threatened  the  King.  This  Infolence 
fo  .  enraged  Walworth,  Mayor  of 
London,  who  was  by  the  King,  that 
he  ilruck  the  Rebel  on  a  hidden  fuch 
a  furious  Blow  on  the  Head  with  his 
Sword,  as  infiantly  killed  him. 

The  Rebels  feeing  their  Leader 
fall  were  juft  upon  the  Point  of 
revenging  his  Death,  when  the 
young  King,  with  a  Courage  and 
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Prefence  of  Mind,  that  could  hard¬ 
ly  be  expedled  from  his  Years,  cried 
out  aloud  to  them.  My  Friends, 
will  you  kill  your  King  ?  What  though 
you  haue  loft  your  Leader,  I  will  be 
your  Captain.  Follow  me.  With  that, 
turning  his  Horfe  about,  he  put 
himfelf  at  their  Head,  and  marched 
to  St.  George's  Fields.  The  Rebels, 
imagining  he  had  declared  for  them, 
readily  followed  him.  When  they 
were  come  thither,  they  prefently 
faw  a  great  Number  of  Citizens  well 
armed,  whom  the  Mayor  had  raifed, 
marching  towards  them,  and  think¬ 
ing  the  whole  City  was  coming  out 
againft  them,  they  immediately  threw 
down  their  Arms,  and  the  whole 
Multitude  was  foon  difperfed,  with¬ 
out  the  Lofs  of  one  Life,  but  that  of 
Wat  Tyler,  their  Leader. 

There  were  much  the  fame  Kind 
of  Infurredtions  in  Norfolk  and  Suf¬ 
folk  ;  but  the  Bifhop  cf  Norwich, 
putting  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  fome 
Troops,  quickly  fuppreffed  them. 
Thofe  in  FJjex  began  alfo  to  ftir  a- 
gain,  but  the  King  marched  againft 
them,  and  defeated  them.  Great 
Numbers  were  flain,  and  others  were 
taken  and  executed  ;  among  whom 
was  Jack  Straw,  their  Leader.  He 
confeffed,  if  they  had  fucceeded, 
their  Intention  was  to  kill  the  King, 
to  extirpate  the  Nobility,  and  the 
Clergy,  except  the  Mendicant  Friers, 
to  divide  England  into  feveral  King¬ 
doms,  to  make  Wat  Tyler  King  of 
Kent,  to  abolilh  all  the  old  Laws, 
and  make  new  ones.  This  formi¬ 
dable  Infurreftion  was  in  the  Year 
1381,  and  did  not  laft  above  a 
Month,  from  the  Beginning  to  the 
End. 

A  Marriage  having  been  conclud¬ 
ed  between  King  Richard  and  Anne 
ot  Luxembourg,  Sifter  to  the  Emperor 
WenceJTaus,  ihe  arrived  in  England, 
and  was  received  with  great  Pomp 
and  Magnificence,  foon  after  the 
Troubles  were  appeafed. 

The 
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The  fame  Year  the  King  granted 
Power  to  the  Bilhops  to  imprifon 
Hereticks ;  but  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  foon  got  it  revoked. 

In  1385,  the  Scots,  by  the  Affif- 
tance  of  France ,  as  well  as  the 
French  themfelves,  were  preparing 
;  again  to  invade  England.  This  a- 
larmed  the  Court,  and  made  them 
fo  exert  themfelves,  that  in  a  little 
Time,  Richard  was  at  the  Head  of 
a  very  numerous  Army,  fome  even 
fay  300,000  Men.  Though  with 
this  Army  he  might  have  fubdued 
Scotland,  he  made  little  or  no  Ufe  of 
it.  Inftead  of  pulhing  the  Scots  vigo- 
roully,  who  would  not  have  been 
'  able  to  Hand  before  him,  he  employed 
2  himfelf  in  ravaging  the  Country  a- 
"  bout  Edinburgh,  w  hi  lit  they  dipt  by 
him  into  Cumberland,  and  committed 
terrible  Devaftations,  And  tho’  he 
might  have  intercepted  them  in  their 
Return,  he  omitted  to  do  it,  and 
returned  inglorioufly  into  England. 
It  mull  be  owned  indeed,  that 
marching  with  the  greateft  Part  of 
this  Army  firlt  towards  the  South¬ 
ern  Parts  of  the  Illand,  he  by  the 
Intelligence  which  the  French  had 
of  the  great  Number  of  his  Forces, 
prevented  the  Invafion  from  France, 
which  was  at  the  fame  Time  in¬ 
tended. 

The  Year  before,  the  famous  Re¬ 
former  Wickliff,  who,  notwithlland- 
ing  all  the  Efforts  of  the  Bilhops, 
palfed  his  Days  quietly  at  his  Pa- 
rilh  of  Lutterworth  in  Leiceflerjhire, 
died  there  in  Peace.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Merton-College  at  Oxford, 
where  he  took  the  Degree  of  Dodtor 
of  Divinity.  He  had  luch  powerful 
Protestors  at  Court,  that  all  the  Bi¬ 
lhops  could  do  againlt  him  was  to 
condemn  his  Dodtrines.  But  his 
Followers,  called  Lollards,  who  were 
very  numerous,  were  cruelly  perfe¬ 
cted  in  the  fucceeding  Reigns. 

Richard's  chief  Favourites  now 
were,  Ncvil  Archbilhop  of  2  'ork,  Ro- 
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lert  de  Fere  Earl  of  Oxford,  whom  he 
created  Marquefs  of  Dublin,  (the  firlt 
who  bore  the  Title  of  Marquefs  in 
England ')  and  Duke  of  Ireland ;  Mi¬ 
chael  de  la  Pole,  Son  to  a  Merchant 
in  London,  whom  he  made  Earl  of 
Suffolk  and  High-Chancellor ;  and 
Judge  Trejilian.  Thefe,  by  humour¬ 
ing  his  Paffions,  got  an  abfolute  Af- 
cendant  over  him.  That  they  might 
ingrofs  him  to  themfelves,  they  in- 
fpired  him  with  a  Jealoufy  of  hrs 
three  Uncles,  efpecially  the  Duke  of 
Lancajler,  perfuading  him,  that  he 
afpired  to  the  Crown  ;  whilll  thefe 
could  not  without  Indignation  fee 
Perfons  of  obfcure  Birth  or  inferior 
Rank  ingrofs  all  the  King’s  Favour 
and  Confidence.  Thefe  Jealoufies 
and  Animofities  proved  fatal  to  the 
King  himfelf,  who  always  loved  thofe 
belt  that  flattered  him  molt,  and  were 
for  juftifying  whatever  was  agreeable 
to  his  Inclination. 

Thefe  Favourites  were  become  fo 
odious,  that  when  the  King  de¬ 
manded  a  Subfidy  from  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  on  account  of  another  French 
Invafion  that  was  threatened,  inftead 
of  anfwering  his  Defire,  they  pre- 
fented  an  Addrefs  for  the  Removal 
of  his  Favourites.  Richard  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  enraged  at  this  Proceeding, 
and  laid,  that  to  pleaje  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  he  would  not  turn  out  the 
meanejl  Scullion  in  his  Kitchen.  A 
few  Days  after,  he  fent  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  in  an  imperious  Manner  to 
renew  his  Demand  of  the  Supply. 
But  the  two  Houles  uniting  on  this 
Occafion,  peremptorily  refufed  it, 
unlefs  he  would  firlt  remove  the 
Favourites.  Things  were  even  upon 
the  Point  of  coming  to  a  Rupture, 
when  the  King,  thinking  better  of 
the  Matter,  complied.  After  which, 
the  Duke  of  Ireland's  Eftate  was 
confifcated  by  Order  of  Parliament, 
and  the  Chancellor  was  obliged  to 
reltore  all  the  Grants  the  King  had 
made  him ;  which  done,  the  Parlia- 
M  1  meat 


RICHARD  II. 


1 


166 

ment  appointed  fourteen  Commifii- 
eners,  to  manage  Affairs  jointly  with 
the  King.  But  fo  fickle  and  impru¬ 
dent  was  Richard,  that  as  foon  as 
the  Parliament  broke  up,  he  recalled 
his  own  Minifters,  and  careffed  them 
more  than  ever,  who  now  made  ufe 
of  all  their  Arts  to  be  revenged  on 
their  Enemies.  The  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefer,  the  youngeft  of  the  King’s 
Uncles,  who  had  acled  vigoroufly 
again  ft  them,  was  the  chief  Object 
of  their  Refentment ;  whom  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  get  poifoned,  but  he 
efcaped  for  that  Time. 

The  remaining  Part  of  this  Reign 
was  nothing  but  Confufion,  and  a 
Series  of  arbitrary  Meafures.  The 
Minifters  formed  a  Defign  to  make 
the  King  abfolute,  which  Richard 
was  very  well  pleafed  with.  It  was 
agreed,  that  he  fhould  raife  an  Army, 
to  terrify  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
and  the  other  Lords  his  Affociates ;  as 
the  Earls  of  Arundel,  Warwick,  Not¬ 
tingham,  and  Darby,  which  laft  was 
eldeft  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Lancafer. 
Then  a  Parliament  was  to  be  called, 
which  was  to  be  wholly  at  the 
King’s  Devotion,  and  none  to  be 
returned  but  fuch  as  were  fet  down 
in  his  Lift.  For  this  Purpofe  he 
fent  for  all  the  Sheriffs  and  judges 
to  Nottingham,  and  communicated  to 
them  his  Defign.  The  Sheriffs  re- 
fufed  to  comply ;  but  the  judges  were 
not  fo  lcrupulous  as  to  what  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  them.  Being  alked,  whether 
the  King  might  not  turn  out  the 
fourteen  Commiftioners  appointed  by 
Parliament,  and  annul  what  other 
Acts  he  pleafed,  they  replied,  That 
the  King  was  above  the  Laws.  And 
Lome  through  fervile  Flattery,  others 
compelled  by  Menaces,  figned  this 
Opinion.  1  he  King  then  iffued  out 
Commiffions  for  levying  an  Army, 
but  fo  few  were  willing  to  ferve 
him,  that  he  was  forced  to  defift. 
Ai  d  all  he  got  by  this  was,  that  by 
Giicoveiijig  his  Dcfigns,  he  increafed 
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People. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  the 
other  Lords,  alarmed  at  thefe  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  knowing  that  the  chief 
Aim  of  the  Court  was  their  Deftruc- 
tion,  refolved  to  take  Arms ;  and, 
as  they  were  in  great  Credit  with 
the  People,  foon  raifed  an  Army  of 
40,000  Men.  This  threw  the  King 
into  great  Perplexity,  but  he  thought 
the  beft  Way  was  to  am  ufe  them  by 
fair  Promife;,  wh'lft  the  Duke  of 
Ireland  went  and  raifed  an  Army  in 
Wales  ;  which  he  foon  did,  but  be¬ 
ing  met  by  the  Earl  of  Darby,  in 
Oxfordjhire,  was  defeated,  and  forced 
to  fly  into  Holland.  From  thence 
he  went  to  Louvain,  where  he  died 
about  three  Years  after.  In  his  Bag¬ 
gage,  which  was  taken,  was  found 
a  Letter  from  the  King,  ordering 
him  to  march  with  all  Speed  to 
London,  and  promifing  to  live  and 
die  with  him.  It  was  alfo  difeovered, 
that  he  defigned  to  make  up  Matters 
with  France  at  any  Rate,  in  order 
to  have  the  Aififtance  of  that  Crown 
to  reduce  his  Subjects  to  Obedience. 
Richard' s  Meafures  being  thus  de¬ 
feated,  he  took  Shelter  in  the  Tower, 
and  the  Lords  immediately  marched 
their  Army  to  London.  They  de¬ 
manded  a  Conference  with  the  King, 
which,  in  the  Circumftances  he  was 
in,  he  durft  not  refufe.  They  up¬ 
braided  him  with  the  Nottingham 
Plot,  and  all  his  other  Meafures  to 
dellroy  them,  and  to  make  himfelf 
abfolute.  He  feemed  much  affedled, 
and  lhed  Tears  at  this  Remonftrance; 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  he  fhould 
meet  them  the  next  Day  at  Wef- 
minfer,  in  order  to  fettle  with  him 
the  Government.  But  they  were  no 
fooner  gone  from  tire  Tower,  but  he 
altered  his  Mind,  and  fent  them 
Word  he  would  not  meet  them. 
Hereupon  they  let  him  know,  that 
if  he  did  not  come,  they  would 
chufe  another  King.  Frightned  at 
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this  Declaration,  he  not  only  came, 
but  coniented  to  the  Banifhment  of 
his  Favourites.  As  to  the  Judges, 

-  they  were  taken  off  the  Bench ,  and 

-  fent  to  the  Tower. 

The  Parliament  meeting  in  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1389,  feveral  Perfons  were 
impeached  of  High-Treafon.  Some 
were  banifhed,  and  had  their  Eftates 
confifcated.  The  Chief  Juftice,  Sir 
Robert  Treflian,  and  fome  others, 
were  hanged  at  Tyburn.  After  this, 
a  general  Pardon  was  paffed  for 
both  Parties,  the  King  renewed  his 
Coronation  Oath,  and  all  the  Lords 
repeated  their  Oaths  of  Allegiance 
to  him.  During  thefe  Tranfactions 
the  Duke  of  Lancafer  was  in  Spain, 
endeavouring  to  poffefs  himfelf  of 
the  Crown  of  Cajlile,  which  he 
claimed  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  eldelt 
Daughter  of  Peter  the  Cruel .  At  his 
Return,  the  King  invefted  him  with 
the  Duchy  of  Guienne,  not  out  of  any 
Affeflion  for  him,  but  with  a  View 
of  having  him  at  a  Diftance. 

Though  Matters  had  been  thus 
made  up,  the  unhappy  Temper  of 
the  King  foon  threw  all  in  Confufton 
again.  Being  now  come  of  Age, 
he  was  refolved  to  take  the  Govern¬ 
ment  into  his  own  Hands ;  when  it 
foon  appeared,  that  he  was  not  at 
ail  difpofed  to  rule  w'ith  Modera¬ 
tion  according  to  the  Laws,  but 
that  he  was  fully  refolved  to  fol¬ 
low  the  Opinions  and  Maxims  of 
his  late  Favourites.  His  Queen  be¬ 
ing  dead,  he  married  Ifabella,  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  VI.  of  France,  and 
made  a  dilhonourable  T  ruce  with  that 
Crown  for  twenty-eight  Years.  The 
Dukes  of  Lancajier  and  York,  fee¬ 
ing  how  Matters  went,  quitted  the 
Court,  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler, 
who  had  taken  the  Freedom  to  up¬ 
braid  the  King  his  Nephew,  on  le- 
veral  Occalions,  was  treacheroufly 
feized,  hurried  over  to  Calais,  and 
there  fmothered  between  two  Fea¬ 
therbeds.  The  Earls  of  Warwick 


and  Arundel  were  apprehended  and 
fent  to  the  Tower,  The  King  now 
took  more  timely  and  effe&ual  Me¬ 
thods  to  have  a  Parliament  at  his 
Devotion.  He  changed  all  the  She¬ 
riffs,  and  the  Mzgiflrates  of  Cities, 
and  Boroughs,  and  fuffered  none  to 
Continue  in  Place,  but  fuch  as  would 
be  fubfervient  to  his  Will.  A  pack’d 
Parliament  being  by  fuch  Means  ob¬ 
tained,  they  (luck  not  at  facrificing 
to  the  King’s  and  his  Minifters  Re- 
fentment,  the  bell  Lords  in  the  King¬ 
dom.  Thomas  Arundel,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  was  banifhed,  and  his 
Eflate  conhfcated  ;  the  Earl  of  Arun¬ 
del  was  beheaded,  and  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  fentenced  to  perpetual  Ex¬ 
ile  in  the  ljle  of  Man.  This  Parlia¬ 
ment,  fo  agreeable  to  Richard’s  Mind, 
was  adjourned  to  Shrewjbury,  though 
in  thofe  Days  the  Parliament  ufually- 
fat  but  one  Seffion.  Here  they  eita- 
blifhed  fuch  Maxims  as  were  de- 
ftructive  to  Liberty  and  the  Confti- 
tution.  They  approved  the  Opinion 
for  which  T rejilian  and  other  Judges 
had  been  condemned.  Accordingly 
the  Judges,  who  attended  during  the 
Sellion,  decided.  That  when  the  King , 
prepofed  any  Affair  in  Parliament,  it 
was  High-Treafon  to  go  upon  any  other 
Bufnefs  before  the  King’s  was  dij- 
patched.  Thus  this  fcandalous  Par¬ 
liament,  by  humouring  the  King  in 
every  Thing,  was  only  haftening  his 
Ruin.  I  fhall  mention  but  one  In- 
ltance  more  of  their  arbitrary  Pro¬ 
ceedings  :  By  an  unprecedented  Act, 
they  appointed  a  certain  Number  of 
Commiffioners,  and  invefted  them 
with  the  Authority  of  the  whole 
Houfe. 

In  1398,  “John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of 
Lancafer  died.  His  Son  the  Earl 
of  Darby,  whom  Richard  had  crea¬ 
ted  Duke  of  Hereford.*,  was  banifhed 
a  little  before.  But  this  very  Perfonf'-$v 
was  made  an  Inftrument  in  the  Hand  \ 
of  Providence  to  pull  down  Richard, 
as  we  fhall  fee  prefently. 

M  4  So 
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So  many  great  Men  being  either 
dead  or  banifhed,  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  having  given  their  Sanftion  to 
his  arbitrary  Power,  Richard  now 
thought  himfelf  above  all  Reftraint, 
and  minded  nothing  but  his  Eafe 
and  Pieafure ;  whilft  his  Minilters, 
wholly  intent  upon  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Advantage,  let  the  Affairs  of 
the  Nation  go  to  wreck.  To  fhew 
what  Lengths  the  King  and  his  Mi- 
n ifters  went  to  raife  Money,  feven- 
teen  Counties  were  condemned  of 
Treafon  for  taking  Arms  under  the 
late  Duke  of  Gloucefer,  notwith- 
ffanding  the  general  Pardon  ;  and  to 
fave  their  Eftates,  were  forced  to 
give  blank  Bonds  to  be  filled  up 
with  what  Sum  the  King  pleafed : 
And  every  one  bound  himfelf  un¬ 
der  great  Penalties,  by  what  was  in- 
ferted  in  thefe  Bonds,  to  hand  by 
the  Statutes  of  the  Shrevsjbury  Par¬ 
liament. 

Such  tyrannical  Proceedings  could 
not  fail  of  making  the  Nation  very 
uneafy.  And  in  the  midff  of  the 
general  Difcontent,  a  Rebellion  hap¬ 
pening  in  Ireland,  the  infatuated 
King  went  over  in  Perfon  with  his 
Troops  in  order  to  quell  it.  He 
was  no  fooner  gone,  but  a  Confpi- 
racy  began  to  be  formed  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  deprive  him  of  his  Crown. 
The  Malecon tents,  after  federal 
Confultations,  refolved  to  call  in  the 
Duke  of  Hereford,  or  Lancajler,  who 
was  now  in  France ;  and  to  that 
End  wrote  to  the  Archbifhcp  of 
Canterbury,  who  was  alfo  there,  to 
communicate  their  Deiign  to  him, 
promifing  to  affil't  him  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  Power.  The  Duke,  laying 
hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  try  his 
Fortune,  got  a  few  Ships  of  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne,  and  embarking 
with  the  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury, 
and  a fmall Number  of  Men,  fet  fail, 
and  hovered  lome  Time  about  the 
Cuau  of  England,  to  fee  if  the  People 
would  declare  for  hun.  As  fboa  as 
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it  was  known,  that  he  was  on  the 
Coaft,  they  began  to  take  Arms 
in  feveral  Places.  Upon  this  the 
Duke  landed,  in  July,  1399,  near 
Raaienfpur  in  Torkjhire ,  where  he 
was  prefently  joined  by  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland ,  and  Henry  Percy  his 
Son,  with  fome  Troops ;  and  the 
People  flocked  to  him  fo  from  all 
Parts,  that  in  a  few  Days  he  faw 
himfelf  at  the  Head  of  60,000  Men. 
The  Duke  of  York,  whom  the  King 
had  left  Regent,  a  Man  not  much 
difpofed  for  Action,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Council,  hereupon  left  London, 
and  repaired  to  St.  Alban’s ;  which 
they  had  no  fooner  done,  but  the 
City  declared  for  the  Duke.  Soon 
after,  the  Earl  of  Wilt  fire,  and  the 
reft  of  Richard’s  Minifters,  think¬ 
ing  themfelves  not  fafe  where  they 
were,  left  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
retired  to  Brijlol-Cajlle ;  and  the 
Duke,  finding  it  impoffible  to  ftem 
the  Torrent,  withdrew  to  his  own 
Houfe.  The  Duke  of  Lancafter 
fir  ft  marched  to  London,  where  the 
Citizens  received  him  with  the  great- 
eft  Demonftrations  of  Joy  and  Af¬ 
fection,  as  their  Saviour  and  Deli¬ 
verer.  He  then  proceeded  dire&ly 
for  Brifiol,  and  laying  Siege  to  the 
Caltle,  where  the  Minifters  were  re¬ 
tired,  became  Mafter  of  it  in  four 
Days ;  when  he  caufed  the  Earl  of 
Wiltjhire,  and  feme  others  of  Ri¬ 
chard's  Counfellors,  to  be  beheaded, 
to  fatisfy  the  Multitude,  who  were 
exceedingly  enraged  againft  them. 
And  foon  after,  the  Duke  of  York 
his  Uncle  came  in  to  him. 

Whilft  thefe  Things  were  doing, 
the  contrary  Winds  hindered  the 
King  for  fome  Weeks  from  having 
anj!  News  from  England.  At  laft, 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  Duke 
his  Coufm’s  Deicent,  inllead  of  com¬ 
ing  over  himfelf  with  his  Forces,  he 
lent  the  Earl  of  Salijbury  before  him 
to  levy  Troops ;  which  he  did  in 
Wales  and  Chejkire ,  to  the  Numb  r 
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of  4.0,000.  But  having  continued  in  to  govern  the  Kingdom  any  longer. 
Arms  for  fome  Time,  and  the  King  WhichlnftrumentofRefignation  was 
not  appearing,  they  difperfed,  and  the  next  Day  approved  of  m  Parlia- 
returned  home.  ment.  They  then  drew  up  feveral 

Soon  after  the  King  arrived,  and  Articles  of  Accufation  againft  him, 
when  he  found  how  Matters  Pood,  upon  which  he  was  folemnly  de- 
and  that  all  the  Nobility  and  the  pofed,  much  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
People  had  declared  againft  him,  he  Edward  II.  had  been, 
was  in  the  utmoft  Confirmation,  The  Throne  being  thus  vacant* 
and  knew  not  which  Way  to  turn  the  Duke  of  Lar.cajier,  as  had  been 
himfelf.  At  laft  he  withdrew  pri-  agreed,  rofe  up,  and  claimed  the 
vately  from  his  Army,  and  went  Crown  ;  and  it  was  unammoufly  re- 
and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  Conway-Cafile,  folved,  September  30,  13  99>  that  he 
in  Wales.  The  Duke  of  Lancajler  Ihould  be  proclaimed  King  of  Eng- 
being  marched  to  Chejler,  Richard,  land  and  France,  and  Lord  of  Ire - 
in  the  Extremity  he  was  in,  thought  land:  Which  was  done  accordingly 
it  belt  to  throw  himfelf  upon  his  the  fame  Day. 

Enemy’s  Generolity,  and  even  offer-  Thus  ended,  the  unhappy  Reign 
ed  to  refign  his  Crown,  provided  he  of  Richard,  in  its  twenty-third  Year, 
would  fpare  his  life,  and  allow  him  He  feemed  to  be  a  Prince  of  gene- 
’  an  honourable  Pcnilon  ,  and  then  roua  Inclinations  m  his  younger 
went  and  conferred  with  the  Duke  at  Years;  but  afterwards  being  cor- 
Flint.  From  hence  they  fet  out  both  rupted  by  Flattery,  grew  exceffively 
for  London,  where  Richard  was  pre-  full  of  himfelf;  molt  profufely  ex- 
lently  conducted  to  the  lower  ;  and  penfive  in  Pomp  and  Shew,  and  Di- 
the  Duke  having  caufed  him  to  call  verfions ;  affuming,  arbitrary,  cruel 
a  Parliament,  the  Day  before  it  met,  and  inflexible  :  Which  lofing  him 
he  repaired  to  the  Fower,  with  a  the  Affections  of  his  Subjects,  in 
great  many  Lords,  and  there  Ri-  the  End,  by  a  fudden  and  furpriz- 
chard  delivered  up  the  Crown  and  ing  Revolution,  loft  hirn  his  Crown. 
Scepter,  and  figned  an  Inftrument,  He  had  no  Iffue  by  either  of  his  two 
confeffmg  himfelf  unworthy  and  unfit  Marriages. 
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HENRY  Duke  of  Lancajler 
and  Hereford,  furnamed 
Bolingbroke,  from  his  being 
born  there,  was  the  eldefl;  Son  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancajler. 
He  afcended  the  Throne  in  the  Man¬ 
ner  above-mentioned,  though  Mor¬ 
timer,  Earl  of  March,  had  a  better 
Claim  to  the  Crown,  as  being  de- 
icended  from  Philippa,  Daughter  of 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  Henry's  Fa¬ 
ther’s  elaeft  Brother.  This  Morti¬ 
mer's  Father  had  been  declared  pre¬ 
emptive  Heir  to  the  Crown,  who 
was  Grandfon  of  Roger  Mortimer,  exe¬ 
cuted  as  a  Traitor  in  King  Edward's 
Reign  ;  vtfhofe  Sentence  had  been  re- 
verfed,  as  being  contrary  to  Law,  he 
having  been  condemned  upon  the 
Notoriety  of  the  Faffs,  without  be¬ 
ing  differed  to  fpeak  in  his  own  De¬ 
fence.  Henry  could  not  but  have  a 
great  Liking  for  the  Parliament, 
which  had  given  him  the  Crown  ;  and 
fa,  though  it  was  called  in  Richard's 
Name,  and  confequently  cealed  upon 
his  being  depofed,  yet  he  thought  lit 


to  continue  it,  though  as  a  new  Par¬ 
liament,  under  his  own  Authority. 
He  was  crowned  on  the  13  th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  being  thirty- three  Years  old: 
And  on  the  fame  Day  he  publifned 
a  Proclamation,  declaring  he  had 
afcended  the  Throne,  by  Right  of 
Conqueft,  by  Virtue  of  Richard's  Re- 
fignation  to  him,  and  as  the  next 
Heir  Male  of  that  King.  He  chofe 
to  build  his  Claim  on  tbefe  three 
weak  or  falfe  Foundations,  rather  than 
own  that  he  derived  his  Right  from 
the  general  Confent  of  the  People, 
which  was  the  only  lawful  Title  he 
had.  This  done,  he  created  his  eldeft 
Son  Henry,  thirteen  Years  old,  Prince 
of  I4rales,D\ike  of  Aquitain,Lancafler, 
and  Corn-Mall,  and  Earl  of  Chejler. 

The  Parliament  meeting  the  Day 
after  the  Coronation,  firft  paffed  an 
Ad  of  Indemnity,  in  Favour  of  thofe 
who  had  taken  Arms  for  the  King, 
whilfi:  only  Duke  of  Lancajler.  They 
then  unanimoully  repealed  all  the 
Affs  ot  the  Shrewjbury  Parliament, 
and  fo  put  the  Rights  and  Liber¬ 
ties 
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e  ties  of  the  People  on  the  fame  Foot 
they  were  on  before  Richard' s  Ufur- 
pations.  This  done,  they  reverfed 
the  Sentences  againil  the  Earls  of 
Arundel  and  Warwick,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  againil  the  Authors  and  Advifers 
of  the  late  Meafures  taken  againil 
thofe  two  Earls,  and  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejler.  As  Richard  had  given 
them  the  Eilates  of  thefe  three  Lords, 
the  Parliament  deprived  them  of 
thofe  Eilates,  and  alfo  of  their  Ti¬ 
tles.  But  Henry,  willing  to  begin  his 
Reign  with  Mildnefs,  fuffered  them 
to  enjoy  their  own  Eilates,  and,  as 
ibme  fay,  reilored  them  to  their  Ti¬ 
tles.  As  they  pleaded  that  Richard 
had  compelled  them  to  do  what  they 
did,  the  Parliament  paifed  an  Adt, 
»dec!aring,That,  for  the  future,  Com- 
f  puliion  Ihould  be  no  Excufe  tojuftify 
unlawful  Adtions.  After  this,  the 
King  publiihed  a  general  Pardon,  ex¬ 
cepting  however  the  Murderers  of 
the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  ;  one  of  whom 
was  taken  and  hanged  at  London,  and 
'  his  Head  fent  over,  and  fixed  on  one 
of  the  Gates  of  Calais. 

The  Parliament,  thinking  they 
had  not  done  enough  in  giving  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Crown,  thought  fit  to  fecure 
it  to  his  Iflue,  by  palling  an  Adi  to 
fettle  his  Succeflion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lancajler.  This'  might  have  bee$ 

:  attended  with  no  ill  Confequences, 

1  as  Mortimer  and  his  Brother  died 
1  without  IiTue,  had  not  the  fecond 
Son  of  the  Duke  of  York  married 
Anne  their  Sifter  :  which  at  length 
proved  the  Source  of  that  long  and 
bloody  Cornell  between  the  Houfes 
of  York  and  Lancajler. 

A  very  important  Affair  Hill  re¬ 
mained,  in  which  the  King  defired 
the  Advice  of  his  Parliament ;  and 
that  was,  how  to  difpofe  of  Richard 
their  late  Sovereign.  The  Biihop 
ot  Carlijle  ventured  to  make  a  frnart 
Speech  in  his  Defence,  and  againil 
Henry ;  for  which  he  was  deprived 
of  his  Biihoprick  and  imprifoned. 


but  foor.  releafed.  The  Refult  of  the 
Parliament’s  Deliberation  on  this 
Head,  was  very  extraordinary:  They 
refolved.  That  Richard  ihould  be 
confined  during  Life,  and  main¬ 
tained  in  a  princely  Manner;  but 
if  his  Deliverance  ihould  any  Ways 
be  attempted,  he  ihould  fuffer  Death: 
Which  was  in  effect  condemning 
him  to  die,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
they  pretended  to  grant  him  his 
Life.  Soon  after,  Henry  removed 
him  from  the  Tower  to  Leeds-Cajlle 
in  Kent,  and  from  thence  to  Ponte - 
fraSl-CaJlle  in  Yorkjhire. 

The  Convocation  being  fitting  at 
the  fame  Time  with  the  Parliament, 
Henry  thought  it  fo  neceflary  for  his 
Eftabliihment  on  the  Throne,  to 
make  the  Clergy  his  Friends,  that 
he  fent  the  Earls  of  Northumberland 
and  Wejlmor eland  to  allure  them,  that 
he  would  maintain  them  in  all  their 
Privileges  and  Immunities,  and  was 
ready  to  join  with  them  in  extirpa¬ 
ting  HereJ'y,  and  puniihing  obilinate 
Hereticks :  Than  which,  nothing 
could  pleafe  the  Clergy  better. 

To  preferve  the  Efteem  of  the 
reft  of  his  Subjedts,  he  affedted  great 
Popularity,  difcovering,  on  all  Oc¬ 
casions,  a  Regard  for  their  Liberties, 
and  his  Averfion  to  Richard’s  tyran¬ 
nical  Government.  With  this  View, 
he  caufed  all  the  blank  Bonds,  which 
Richard  had  extorted,  as  well  from 
the  City  of  London ,  as  from  the  17 
Counties,  to  be  brought  into  Chan¬ 
cery,  and  publickly  burnt. 

But  all  this  did  not  hinder  a  Con- 
fpkacy  being  formed  againil  him, 
which  broke  out  fo  early  as  at  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year  1400.  The 
chief  Confpirators  were  the  Dukes 
of  Surrey  and  Exeter,  Thomas  Spencer 
Earl  of  Gloucejler,  and  the  Earl  of 
Salijbury.  '1  hefe  had  been  Richard’s 
chief  Favourites,  to  whom  he  had 
given  the  Eilates  of  the  Earls  of 
Arundel  and  Warwick,  and  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejler.  Their  firft  De- 

fig® 


jign  was  to  affaffinate  King  Hairy, 
in  order  to  reftore  Richard.  But  this 
Method  failing,  they  had  recourfe 
to  Arms.  They  foon  got  together 
a  good  Body  of  Forces,  and  en¬ 
camped  near  Cirencejler.  They  went 
and  lodged  within  the  Town,  the 
Duke  of  Surrey  and  Earl  of  Salif- 
hury  at  one  Inn,  and  the  Duke  of 
Exeter  and  Earl  of  Gloucejler  at  an¬ 
other,  whilft  the  Army  lay  without ; 
and  no  Care  had  been  taken  to  guard 
the  Gates.  The  Mayor,  taking  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  Overlight,  railed 
400  of  the  Tovvnfmen  in  the  Night, 
and  having  Ihut  the  Gates,  attacked 
the  two  Inns  where  the  two  Lords 
were.  They  defended  themfelves  a 
great  Part  of  the  Night,  though  they 
had  none  but  their  Domefticks  with 
them.  At  laft,  the  Inn,  where  the 
Duke  of  Surrey  and  the  Earl  of  Sa- 
Ufoury  were,  was  broke  open,  and 
the  two  Lords  were  taken  and  be¬ 
headed  on  the  Spot,  by  the  Mayor’s 
Order.  The  Duke  of  Exeter  and 
Earl  of  Gloucejler  efcaped  over  the 
Houfes,  and  coming  to  the  Camp, 
found  their  Army  had  deferted. 
They  were  foon  after  taken,  and 
both  likewife  beheaded. 

The  Suppreffion  of  this  Confpi- 
jacy  was  foon  followed  by  the  Death 
of  the  late  King.  Some  fay,  he  was 
starved  to  Death,  but  the  moll  com¬ 
monly  received  Account  is  this, That 
Sir  Pyers  Exton  coming  to  Pontefract, 
accompanied  by  eight  Men,  Richard 
cbferved  that  the  fame  Day  his  Vic¬ 
tuals  were  not  tailed  at  Dinner  as 
ufual,  and  alking  the  Reafon,  the 
?erfon,whofe  Ofkce  it  was,  told  him, 
that  Ex  ton  had  brought  Orders  from 
the  King  to  the  contrary.  At  which 
Richard  took  up  a  Knife  and  llruck 
him  on  the  Face.  Exton  and  his 
Accomplices  ru fifing  in  at  the  Noile, 
the  poor  King  perceived  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  be  aft'affinated  ;  but  refold  ing 
to  fell  his  Life  at  as  dear  a  Rate  as 
pcdible,  he  fnatched  a  Pole-Ax  from 


one  of  them,  and  defended  himfelf 
with  fuch  Fury,  that  he  killed  four 
of  them.  At  laft  coming  accidental¬ 
ly  near  Exton ,  who  was  got  upon  a 
Chair,  the  Aftaflin  ftruck  him  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  Blow  on  the  Head  with  a 
Club,  that  he  fell  dead  at  his  Feet. 
Such  was  the  End  of  this  unhappy 
Prince,  when  he  was  about  thirty- 
three  Years  old.  His  Body  was 
brought  from  P ontefraii ,  and  interred 
in  Langley  Church  in  Hertf or  dihire ; 
but  Henry  V.  removed  it  to  Wefl- 
minjler- Abbey,  and  erected  for  him 
and  his  firft  Queen,  Anne,  a  noble 
i  omb  of  Grey  Marble,  on  v. 1  ■  1 
lie  their  Effigies  of  gilt  Copper 
About  the  Time  of  the  late  Ccn- 
Ipiracy,  Owen  Glendour  began  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  IV ales.  He  got  the  Weljh  to 
renounce  their  Subje&ion  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  to  own  him  for  their  So¬ 
vereign.  From  which  Time  he  ftiled 
himleif  Prince  of  Wales,  and  main¬ 
tained  his  Authority  there  for  fome 
Years.  He-made  an  Incurfion  into 
Heref  irdfpire,  and  in  a  Battle  took 
Edmund  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March , 
Prifoner;  for  which  King  Henry  was 
not  forry,  Glendour  ftill  continuing 
to  ravage  the  Country  bordering 
upon  Wales,  the  King  marched  a- 
gainft  him  in  1401,  but  returned 
without  Succefs ;  the  Enemy  having 
retired  to  the  Mountains,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  attack  him.  He  had  no 
better  Succefs  in  his  fecond  Expedi¬ 
tion,  the  next  Year,  which  he  made 
with  a  more  numerous  Army.  Glen¬ 
dour  again  retiring  to  the  Moun¬ 
tains  of  Snowden,  the  King  could 
not  come  at  him.  And  as  he  was 
preparing  to  ravage  the  Country, 
the  Weather  on  a  fudden  grew  lo 
very  ltormy,  that  he  was  forced  to 
deftft.  The  Englijh  fancied  Glen¬ 
dour  had  made  a  Contract  with  the 
Devil  to  raife  thefe  Storms,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Ruin  of  his  Country. 

The  Parliament,  which  met  in 
1401,  confirmed  and  enlarged  the 

Statute 


HENRY  IV. 


■^Statute  of  Provifors,  commonly  cal- 
:  led  the  Statute  of  Praemunire,  againli 
,  thofe  who  folicited  Bulls,  called  Pro- 
vifioners ,  from  Rome,  for  Benefices 
either  aftually  ‘vacant,  or  that  lhould 
become  fo  ;  as  alfo  againli  thofe  who 
carried  into  the  EcclefiaJUcal  Courts, 
Caufes  that  belonged  to  the  Civil. 
The  Penalty  was  Forfeiture  of  Lands 
and  Goods,  with  Imprifonment  dur¬ 
ing  the  King’s  Pleafure.  Several 
other  Offences  of  the  like  Nature 
were  in  after  Times  made  liable  to  the 
fame  Penalty  ;  which  gave  a  great 
Blow  to  the  Pope’s  Power  in  England. 

Though  Henry  did  not  think  fit  to 
refufe  his  Aflent  to  this  Statute,  yet, 
to  keep  fair  with  the  Clergy,  he 
connived  at  the  frequent  Breach  of 
it  ;  and  by  the  Influence  of  the 
Court,  and  the  Intrigues  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  an  Aft  was  obtained  in  this  very 
Seflion,  for  the  burning  of  Her  et  ids, 
occafioned  by  the  great  Increafe  of 
the  Wicklijfites,  or  Lollards.  One 
William  Savstre,  a  Lollard,  Parifh 
Prieft  of  St.  Ofith  in  London,  was 
immediately  after  condemned  by  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court,  and  being  de¬ 
livered  over  to  the  fecular  Power, 
was  burnt  alive  by  Virtue  of  the 
King’s  Writ  (called  the  Writ  de  Hce- 
retico  comburendo)  direfted  to  the 
Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  London.  Thus 
Henry  fought  to  pleafe  the  Clergy,  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Lives  of  honeft 
and  confcientious  Men,  called  Here¬ 
ticks,  only  becaufe  they  differed  from 
the  then  commonly  received  Opini¬ 
ons,  which  were  the  Effect  of  grofs 
Ignorance,  Popifh  Prieftcraft  and 
Superftition. 

In  1402,  the  King  was  alarmed 
with  a  Rumour  induftrioufly  fpread, 
that  Richard  was  alive,  and  had 
railed  a  great  Army  in  Scotland,  in 
order  to  come  and  dethrone  the 
Ufurper  ;  and  Papers  were  ftuck  up 
at  all  the  public'*  Places,  containing 
the  feverell  Iaveftives  againli  Henry. 
Foj  this.  Sir  Reger  Clarendon,  na¬ 


tural  Son  of  the  renowned  Black 
Prince,  eight  Monks,  and  feveral 
other  Perlons,  fuffered  Death.  A- 
bout  the  fame  Time,  the  King 
•married  Joan  of  Navarre,  Widow 
of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  ;  but  he  had 
no  Iffue  by  her. 

This  Year  the  Scots  invaded  Eng¬ 
land  twice,  and  were  both  Times 
defeated  by  the  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land  and  Henry  Hotfpur  his  Son.  In 
the  firil  Battle  at  Nijbei,  Hepborne , 
the  Scotch  General,  was  flain  ;  and 
in  the  fecond,  at  Halydovsn-Hill,  the 
Earl  of  Douglafs  the  other  General, 
an  I  a  great  many  Perfons  of  Diftinc- 
tion,  were  taken  Prifoners. 

Thefe  Succeffes,  advantageous  as 
they  were,  laid  the  Foundation  of  a 
Quarrel  between  the  King  and  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland.  The  King 
would  have  it,  that  the  Prifoners  of 
Diftinftion  belonged  to  him,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  Earl  to  deliver  them  into 
his  Hands.  The  Earl  on  the  other 
Hand  thought,  that  after  fuch  lignal 
Services  he  had  a  Right  to  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  their  Ranfom.  This  Affair 
occafioned  hril  a  great  Coldnefs  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  the  Earl ;  which 
growing  at  lall  to  a  thorough  Ani- 
mofity,  the  Earl  entered  into  a  Con- 
fpiracy  with  his  Brother  the  Earl  of 
WorceJler,  his  Son  Hotfpur,  and  other 
Lords,  to  dethrone  Henry  ;  which 
broke  out  in  1403.  For  this  Pur- 
pofe  they  fettled  a  Correfpondence 
with  feveral  Scotch  Lords,  and  lenr 
Agents  to  Ovsen  Glendour,  and  Ed¬ 
mund  Mortimer,  who  was  Hill  a  Pri- 
foner  in  Wales,  to  perfuade  them  to 
come  into  the  Plot.  It  was  agreed 
to  place  Mortimer  on  the  Throne, 
that  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
lhould  hold  all  North  of  the  Trent, 
and  do  Homage  to  the  Crown  for 
it,  and  that  Glendour  lhould  have 
all  IV, ft  of  the  Severn.  Matters 
being  thus  fettled,  the  Eail  o i  Wur- 
cefter ,  and  Henry  Hotfpur,  marched 
with  an  Army  and  joined  Gh ndoar. 


HENRY  IV. 


174 

who  was  'advanced  as  far  as  Shrop- 
Jbire.  King  Henry  having  an  Army 
in  Readinefs,  marched  again!!  them, 
and  found  them  encamped  at  Shrewf- 
bury.  Both  Armies  foon  engaged. 
The  King  was  like  to  have  been 
worked  at  firft,  and  had  his  Horfe 
killed  under  him  ;  but  in  the  End 
gained  a  compleat  Vidlory.  Young 
Percy  [ Hotfpur ]  vvas  flain  in  the  Bat¬ 
tle  j  and  the  Earl  of  Worcejler  was 
taken  Prifoner,  and  beheaded.  The 
Earl  of  Northumberland,  who  had 
been  detained  by  Sicknefs  in  the 
North,  being  recovered,  was  march¬ 
ing  to  reinforce  the  Malcontents  : 
But  hearing  of  their  Defeat,  came 
and  threw  himfelf  on  the  King’s 
Mercy,  who  remembering  that  lie 
had  been  the  chief  Inftrument  in 
procuring  him  the  Crown,  thought 
fit  to  pardon  him. 

In  1405,  Prince  Henry,  the  King’s 
eldeft  Son,  led  an  Army  again!!  the. 
Weljh,  and  defeated  them  in  two 
Battles  ;  in  the  latter  of  which  Glen - 
dour’s  Son  was  taken  Prifoner.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  Weljh  depending  on 
Affillance  from  France,  continued 
in  their  Revolt,  in  Hopes  of  better 
Succefs. 

Another  Thing  which  encouraged 
Glendour  to  hold  out,  was,  in  all 
likelihood,  his  Knowledge  of  a  Plot, 
which  had  been  for  iome  Time 
hatched  in  England,  and  broke  out 
this  Year.  The  fir!!  Author  of  it 
was  Richard  Scroop,  Archbifhop  of 
York,  whom  Richard  had  raifed  to 
that  Dignity.  He  drew  feveral 
Lords  into  a  Confederacy  to  dethrone 
Henry  ;  among  whom  were  Thomas 
Mowbray  Earl  Marfhall,  the  Lords 
Bardolph,  HaJUngs,  and  Falcon- 
bridge,  and  even  the  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  whom  the  King  had 
lately  pardoned.  They  levied  a 
great  N  umber  of  Troops,  and  drew 
them  together  at  York,  where  they 
publilhed  a  fevere  Manifeflo  again!! 
the  King.  Henry  was  not  lcfs  happy 


in  having  this  Con!piracy  cruftied 
than  in  the  former.  Ralph  Ne-vil 
Earl  of  Wejlmoreland,  being  then  in 
the  North,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
Incurlions  from  the  Scots,  though  he 
did  not  care  to  engage  the  Rebels, 
whofe  Forces  were  much  fuperior 
to  his  ;  yet  managed  with  fuch  Ar¬ 
tifice  and  Cunning,  that,  pretending 
he  vvas  defirous  to  join  the  Confpira- 
tors,  he  fo  impofed  upon  the  Credu¬ 
lity  of  the  Archbi!hop  and  Mowbray, 
that  they  agreed  to  have  a  Conference 
with  him,  which  was  held  in  an  open 
Plain,  the  Guards  on  both  Sides 
having  advanced  at  equal  Diftance. 
Here,  after  great  Familiarity  and 
Pretenfions  of  Friendlhip,  to  fhew  in 
his  Turn  how  much  he  confided  in 
them,  he  ordered  his  Guards  to  with¬ 
draw  :  And  the  two  Lords,  willing 
to  !hew  the  fame  Franknefs,  ordered 
theirs  to  withdraw  likewife.  They 
were  fcarce  out  of  Sight,  when  the 
others  returned  upon  full  Gallop, 
and  having  feized  the  two  Confpira- 
tors,  carried  them  to  Wejlmoreland1 s 
Army.  This  was  fuch  a  Confterna- 
tion  to  the  whole  Confederacy,  that 
every  one  began  to  ftn’ft  for  himfelf. 
The  King  being  come  to  PontefraB 
fome  Time  after,  the  Archbifhop 
and  Mowbray  were  brought  before 
him,  and  fentenced  to  be  beheaded, 
which  was  executed  accordingly. 
Then  marching  to  befiege  Berwick, 
whither  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
and  the  Lord  Bardolph  had  retired, 
he  took  the  Lords  HaJUngs  and 
F alconbridge  on  the  Road,  who  were 
likewife  beheaded. 

Upon  the  King’s  Approach,  Nor¬ 
thumberland  and  Bardolph  took  Re¬ 
fuge  in  Scotland,  from  whence  the 
next  Year  they  retired  into  Wales  ; 
where  the  French  had  made  a  De- 
fcent,  in  favour  of  Glendour,  and,  in 
Conjunction  with  him,  had  taken 
Carmarthen,  and  Worcejler.  They 
had  Time  to  reimbark,  before  Henry 
could  come  up  with  them  ;  who  not- 
withilanding 
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.withftanding  had  the  bad  Fortune  to 
.  return,  without  doing  any  Thing 
,  againft  the  Weljh.  All  the  Time 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland  was  in 
'  Wales,  he  was  contriving  with  Glen- 
dour,  how  to  dethrone  King  Henry  ; 
to  this  End,  having  privately  fecured 
the  Affiftance  of  the  North,  where 
he  had  Hill  great  Intereft,  he  and 
Bardolpb  returned  to  Scotland,  and 
entered  England  with  fome  Scotch 
Troops,  by  the  Northern  Counties, 
where  they  foon  had  a  confiderable 
Army,  and  advanced  into  Yorkjhire. 
Here  Sir  Thomas  Rokejly,  Sheriff  of 
York,  having  raifed  fome  Forces  to 
retard  their  Progrefs  till  the  King 
fhould  come  up,  the  Rebels  thought 
,  fit  to  attack  him  ;  but  it  was  to  their 
Ruin  ;  for  they  were  totally  routed 
by  the  Sheriff’s  Forces,  the  Earl 
ot  Northumberland  fain,  and  Lord 
Bardolpb  taken  Prifoner,  who  died 
foon  after  of  his  Wounds.  This  was 
in  1408. 

Though  the  French  took  every 
Opportunity  to  do  Henry  ill  Offices, 
yet  they  always  pretended  they  ne¬ 
ver  broke  the  Truce.  They  in¬ 
vaded  Guienne,  made  feveral  At¬ 
tempts  upon  Calais,  though  in  vain, 
fupported  Glendour  in  Wales,  and  en¬ 
couraged  the  Malcontents  in  Eng¬ 
land.  For  all  this,  Henry  being  whol¬ 
ly  intent  upon  fecuring  himfelf  at 
home,  did  not  care  to  involve  him¬ 
felf  in  Wars  abroad.  And  fo  he 
never  came  to  a  Rupture  with  France, 
but  the  Truce  was  confirmed  almoft 
every  Year,  though  as  often  broke 
by  the  French.  At  length,  the  in- 
teftine  Divifions  in  France ,  between 
the  Houfes  of  Orleans  and  Burgundy, 
proved  of  fingular  Advantage  to 
him.  From  that  Time,  the  French 
being  wholly  taken  up  with  their 
own  Affairs,  had  no  Leifure  to 
concern  themfelves  with  other  Peo¬ 
ple’s.  By  this  Means,  and  by  the 
Death  of  the  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  Glendour’s  Affairs  went  quick- 
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ly  to  Decay.  The  Weljh  defpair- 
ing  of  his  being  ever  able  to  do 
what  he  had  promifed  them,  began 
to  defert  him  ;  upon  which  he  pri¬ 
vately  withdrew  from  them,  and 
fpent  the  reft  of  his  Days  in  fome 
unknown  Place.  The  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  fued  to  Henry  for  Affiftance 
againft  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and 
he  actually  fent  an  Army  into  France , 
for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  when  they 
ariived,  they  found  that  a  Peace  had 
been  concluded  between  the  two 
Parties  :  And  the  Englijh  Army  not 
being  duly  paid  by  thofe  who  had 
fent  for  them,  made  dreadful  Ha- 
vock  in  their  Return. 

Let  us  now  go  a  little  back,  and 
fee  how  Things  were  managed  with, 
rep-ard  to  the  Civil  Government.  In 
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1406,  an  Aft  was  paffed  to  fecure 
the  Freedom  of  Eledtions  of  Mem¬ 
bers  to  ferve  in  Parliament.  From 
hence  it  fhould  feem,  that  the  King 
had  done  l'omething  inconfiftent  with 
fuch  Freedom.  However,  he  gave 
his  Affent  to  this  Aft,  for  the  Sake 
of  a  Subfidy  he  intended  to  demand. 
When  the  Demand  was  made,  the 
Parliament  told  him,  there  was  no 
apparent  Neceffity  for  it.  But  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  it,  he  kept  them  fo 
long  fitting,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  confent  to  it  for  their  own  Con¬ 
venience.  He  did  the  fame  in  1410, 
when  he  rejefted  the  Petition  of  the 
Commons,  for  repealing  or  altering 
the  late  barbarous  Afl  againft  the 
Lollards  ;  and  to  ftiew  how  averfe  he 
was  to  relax  any  Thing  in  this  Point, 
caufed  one  Thomas  Badby  to  be 
burnt,  who  was  the  fecond  that  fuf- 
fered  Death  on  account  of  Wickhjf' s 
Opinions. 

Notwithftanding  Henry's  Severity- 
in  the  former  Part  of  his  Reign, 
when  he  had  no  more  to  fear  from 
France,  Scotland,  JYales,  or  the  Mal¬ 
contents  in  England,  he  applied  him¬ 
felf  to  govern  in  fuch  a  mild  and 
popular  Manner,  that  he  gained  the. 
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good  Opinion  of  his  Subjefts,  and  Aftions,  which  had  very  little  wor- 
removed,  in  great  Meafure,  the  ill  thy  or  eminent  in  them  :  One  Thing, 
Impreffions  that  his  former  Behaviour  at  leaft,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
had  made  upon  them.  an  indelible  Stain  to  his  Memory, 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Prince  of  ^.viz.  his  being  the  firft  Burner  of He- 
Wales  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fo  de-  1  reticks  ;  though  that,  perhaps,  is 
bauched  by  evil  Companions,  that  the  Reafon,  why  fome  have  been  fo 
he  gave  himfelf  up  to  riotous  and  lavilh  in  his  Praifes. 


diforderly  Practices  ;  and  his  and 
his  Affociates  extravagant  Pranks 
were  the  common  Subjeft  of  Dif- 
courfe.  One  of  his  Companions 
being  arraigned  for  Felony,  he  re- 
folved  to  be  prefent  at  the  Trial,  and 
while  Sentence  was  palling,  in  a 
great  Paffion  ftruck  the  Judge  on  the 
Face ;  who  immediately  ordered  him 
to  be  arrefted  and  committed  to  the 
King’s- Bench.  The  Prince  hereupon 
relenting,  in  a  fubmilfive  Manner 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  led  quietly  to 
Prifon. 

King  Henry  did  not  long  enjoy  his 
State  of  Tranquillity.  He  was  feized 
with  a  Diltemper  which  put  an  End 
to  his  Life  on  March  20,  1413,  in 
the  forty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
fourteenth  of  his  Reign.  His  Corpfe 
was  removed  to  Canterbury,  and  there 
interred.  An  extreme  Jealoufy  for 
the  Crown  was  his  diftinguilhing 
Character,  and  the  Defire  of  pre¬ 
ferring  it,  the  foie  Motive  of  his 


He  had  by  Mary  de  Bohun,  his 
firft  Wife,  Daughter  of  Humphrey, 
Earl  of  Hereford,  four  Sons,  <viz. 
Henry,  who  fucceeded  him;  Thomas, 
Duke  of  Clarence  ;  John,  Duke  of 
Bedford  ;  and  Humphrey,  Duke  of 
Gloucefer  ;  and  two  Daughters, 
Blanch,  married  to  the  E  left  or  Pa¬ 
latine  ;  and  Philippa,  to  the  King  of 
Denmark  and  Norway. 

Robert  Knolles,  who  had  bravely 
fignalized  himfelf  in  King  Edward’s 
Wars  in  France,  William  of  Wickham 
Bilhop  of  Winchefier,  and  Sir  Richard 
Whittington  Mayor  of  London,  were 
eminent  in  this  Reign  for  theirWorks 
of  Charity  and  munificent  Foundati. 
ons.  The  Poets  Geoffrey  Chaucer, 
and  John  Gower,  reckoned  the  firft 
Reformers  of  the  Englijb  Tongue, 
alfo  flourilhed  about  this  Time. 
There  was  a  dreadful  Plague  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  Henry’s  Reign,  which  fwept 
away  above  30,000  Perfons. 
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HENRY  IV.  was  fucceeded 
by  his  eldeft  Son  Prince  Hen¬ 
ry,  born  at  Monmouth ,  in 
1388,  and  thence  called  Henry  of 
Monmouth.  His  diffolute  Behaviour, 
in  his  Father’s  Life-Time,  made  the 
People  fomewhat  fearful  how  he 
.  might  prove,  when  he  came  to  af- 
cend  the  Throne.  Among  other 
Pranks,  he  and  his  Companions,  it  is 
faid,  would  lay  in  Wait  for,  and  rob 
his  Father’s  and  his  own  Receivers 
on  the  High-Way.  However,  a  cer¬ 
tain  Noblenefs  of  Mind,  and  Great- 
nefs  of  Soul,  often  difcovered  itfelf 
amidft  all  his  Extravagances,  which 
were  thought  to  be  chiefly  owing  to 
Want  of  Employment,  in  one  of  his 
lively  and  aftive  Spirit :  For  his  Fa¬ 
ther  being  jealous  of  his  forward 
and  enterprizing  Genius,  had  ex¬ 
cluded  him  from  all  Polls  both  Civil 
and  Military,  after  he  had  given 
fuch  fignal  Proofs  of  his  Courage 
and  Conduct  in  his  Expedition  a- 
gainft  the  Weljh.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
the  Nation  was  foon  eafed  of  its 
Fears ;  and  Henry ,  of  a  loofe  and 


vicious  Prince,  became  a  wife,  vir¬ 
tuous,  juft  and  great  King. 

Having  been  proclaimed  by  the 
Name  of  Henry  V.  immediately  after 
his  Father’s  Death,  vix.  March  20, 
1413,  he  was  crowned  on  the  9th*of 
April  following.  After  which,  the 
firft  Thing  he  did,  was  to  fend  for 
his  old  Companions ;  when,  to  the 
Surprize  of  all,  he  exhorted  them 
in  a  very  pathetic  Manner  to  for- 
fake  their  evil  Courfes ;  and  making 
them  handfome  Prefents,  charged 
them  at  the  fame  Time,  .on  Pair! 
of  his  Difpleafure,  never  to  come  to 
Court.  He  then  chofe  a  Council 
of  the  graved  and  ableft  of  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  turned  out  fuch  Judges  as  had 
abufed  their  Authority,  continu¬ 
ed  the  deferving,  particularly  the 
Chief  Juftice  Gafcoigne,  who  had 
committed  him  for  his  Inlult  in 
Court,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
filled  up  the  Places  of  thofe  he  had 
removed  with  Perfons  of  the  like 
Honour  and  Integrity.  He  did  al- 
fo  the  fame  with  refpecl  to  inferior 
Magiftrates.  By  which  wife  Be- 
N  ginnings, 


ginnings,  he  entirely  fecured  the 
Affection  and  Efteem  of  his  Subjects, 
and  continued  to  do  it  through  the 
whole  Courfe  of  his  Reign. 

The  only  Blot  upon  his  Cha¬ 
racter  was  his  perfecuting  the  Wick- 
liffs  or  Lollards.  But  that  was 
owing  more  to  the  Superitition  of 
the  l  imes,  and  the  bloody  Zeal  of 
the  Bifhops  and  Clergy,  than  to  his 
own  natural  Temper ;  and  he  often 
Cxpreffed  his  Diflike  of  fuch.  Pro¬ 
ceedings.  However,  by.  the  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  Bifhops,  Sir  John 
Oldcajllc ,  Baron  of  Coo  Lam,  a  Man 
of  great  Merit,  whom  they  looked 
upon  to  be  the  chief  ProteCtor  of 
the  Lollards,  was  appiehcnded  and 
committed  to  the  Tower ;  and  be¬ 
ing  convened  before  the  Archbiihop 
'■Of  Canterbury,  and  forne  of  his  Bre¬ 
thren,  was  pronounced  a  Flereticki 
and  delivered  over  to  the  fecular 
Power.  His  Execution  would  foon 
nave  followed,  if  he  had  not  efcaped 
out  of  the  T ower,  and  fled  into 
Wales ;  where  he  lay  concealed  four 
Years.  At  length,  while  the  King 
was  in  France,  he  was  retaken  and 
brought  to  London,  and  there  hung 
tip  by  the  Middle  with  a  Chain, 
and  burnt  alive.  He  lhewed  a  won¬ 
derful  Firmnefs  and  Refolution  to 
the  lalf,  and  was  the  firll  of  the  No¬ 
bility  who  buffered  on  account  of 
Religion. 

Whillf  Lord  Cubham  lay  hid  in 
Wales,  fome  Lollards  met  together 
to  werfhip  Gcd  m  St.  Giles’s  Fields, 
which  was  then  overgrown  with 
Bufhes.  They  chofe  this  for  a  Place 
of  Secrecy,  as  their  Meetings  had 
been  forbid  by  Proclamation.  The 
Bifhops  having  Information  of  their 
being  together,  by  Means  of  feme, 
falfe  Brethren,  as  it  fhould  feem  ; 
they  perfuaded  the  King,  that  there 
were  20,000  of  them  in  Arms,  with 
Oldcajllc  at  their  Head,  who  were 
ccnfpiring  againfl  his  Perfon.  The 
King  believing  the  Story,  and  hav¬ 


ing  a  good  deal  of  Fire  in  his  Tern- 
per,  marched  with  fome  Troops  to 
the  Place  about  Midnight,  where 
finding  about  80  or  100,  he  fell 
upon  them,  killed  about  20;  and 
took  60  ;  fome  of  whom  were  after¬ 
wards  hanged  and  burnt,  and  among 
them,  Sir  Roger  Acton. 

Henry  had  no  fooner  mounted  the 
Throne,  but  he  began  to  think  of 
recovering  what  the  Englijh  had 
loll  in  , France.  A  favourable  Junc¬ 
ture  offered,  by  the  Revival  6f  the 
Animofities  and  Civil  Wars  between 
the  Orleans  arid  Burgundy  FaClions; 
of  which  King. Henry  did  not  fail  to 
make  his  Advantage.  Charles  VI. 
had  been  King  of  France  for  many 
Years.  But  this  Prince  being  fre¬ 
quently  affliCled  with  Fits  of  Lu¬ 
nacy,  was  incapable  of  governing ; 
and  the  Struggle  about  the  Guardi- 
anfhip  of  the  King  and  Kingdom, 
was  the  Riie  of  thefe  violent  Com¬ 
motions  ;  the  Dauphin,  in  the  mean 
Time,  being  Only  a  Tool  played  off 
by  both  Parties  as  their  Occafior.s 
required.  The  Orleans  FaCtion  at 
length  prevailing,  the  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  fought  to  make  an  Alliance 
with  King  Henry.  This  gave  him 
an  Oppo.tunity  to  interfere  in  the 
Affairs  of  France  ;  and  taking  the 
Advantage  of  thefc  inteftine  Divifi- 
ons,  Ire  by  his  Am baffadors  renewed 
his  Claim  to  that  Kingdom,  as  Heir 
to  King  Edward  Ill.  But  left  this 
fhould  be  thought  too  much,  the 
Ambaffadors,  faving  the  Right  of 
their  Sovereign,  contented  them- 
felves  with  demanding  Normandy, 
Anjou,  Main,  Touraine,  &c.  and  all 
that  had  been  yielded  to  Edward  111. 
by'  the  Treaty  of  Bre/tgny.  This 
occafioned  feveral  Enrbaflies  between 
England  and  France,  and  the  Truce 
between  the  two  Crowns  was  re¬ 
newed  from  Time  to  Time.  When 
Henry  made  his  firft  Demand,  it  is 
faid,  the  Dauphin  in  Derifion  fent 
him  a  Tun  of  Tennis  Balls  ;  and 
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ry  fent  Him  WordTdick,  that  he 
Would  fhortly  return  the  Prelent  in 
Inch  Balls  as  would  break  the  Prong- 
ell  Gates  or'  Paris.  At  length,  the 
French  Ambaffadars  propofed  a  Mar¬ 
riage  between  King  Henry  and  Ca~ 
fthurifre,  Daughter  ot  Charles  VI. 
which  Henry  confented  to,  provided 
it  was  to  be  only  the  Coniequence 
of  the  Peace,  and  not  the  Founda¬ 
tion  of  it,  in  Prejudice  of  the  Re- 
ftitution  he  demanded.  However, 
the  Englijb  Ambhffadors  were  in- 
ftrucled  to  abate  in  their  Demands 
from  Tiine  to  Time;  and  at  length 
reduced  them  to  the  Treaty  of 
Bretigny \  and  a  Million  of  Crowns 
for  the  Princefs’s  Portion  ;  which 
Sum  they  would  lower,  on  Condi¬ 
tion  that,  if  two  Sons  fhouid  be  born 
of  this  Marriage,  the  youngeil  fnould 
have  Montreal  and  P'ontbieu,  in  fad 
Sovereignty.  To  this  the  French 
thought  fit  to  return  no  Anfwer, 
and  Henry  prepared  for  War;  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  n  the  mean  Time 
carrying  on  feveral  private  Nego¬ 
tiations  with  him,  not  Picking  to 
betray  his  Country  in  order  to  ac- 
complilh  his  Defigns. 

Whilll  Affairs  were  in  this  Situa- 
'  tion,  the  King  called  a  Parliament 
at  Leicefler,  in  which  a  fevere  Act 
ivas  paffed  again  It  the  Lollards ,  viz. 
lr  That  all  the  Magistrates  of  the 
Kingdom  fnould  take  an  Oath  to  do 
their  utmoll  to  tup  pro  Is  Hereticks, 
land  affilt  the  Bilhops  therein.  It 
was  alio  enacted, .  that  whofoever 
read  the  Scriptures  in  Englijh ,  fhould, 
as  Kereticks  and  Traitors,  if  they 
continued  obllinate;  be  hrlt  hanged 
and  then  burnt.  Immediately  a  fe- 
vere  Peifecution  commenced  againit 
the  poor  Lollards.  Many  were  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  fome  lied  the  Kingdom  ;  and 
others,  thro’  'Terror  at  thele  fiicck- 
ing  Cruelties,  abjured  their  Religi¬ 
on.  And  yet  the  Commons  palled 
this  Adt,  only  that  the  Splpicion  of 
Herefy  in  their  Body  might  not  de- 
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feat  a  Project  they  had  in  View  Afl 4" 
againit  the  Eccleftalticks ;  as  it  had 
done  twice  in  the  late  Reign.  This 
was  an  Addrefs-to  the  King  to  teizev^ 
upon  the  exorbitant  Eftates  of  the 
Clergy.  This  exceedingly  alarmed  ' 
the  whole  Body;  and,  after  ieveral 
Confutations,  they  agreed  to  give 
up  a  Part,  in  order  to  lave  the  reft ; 
and  fo  delivered  into  the  King’s 
Hands  wo  Alien  Priories.  Another 
Method  to  avert  the  Blow  was,  for 
the  Archbilhopof  Car.  ter  bury  to  make 
a  laboured  Speech  to  the  King  in 
Parliament,  in  order  to  divert  him 
from  Affairs  at  home,  by  engaging 
him  in  Wars  abroad.  Accordingly 
he  ufed  fuch  Arguments  to  perfuad'e 
the  King  to  attempt  the  Ccnquclt  of 
France,  as  entirely  fuited  with  the 
Ambition  and  martial  Temper  of 
the  young  Monarch.  And  the  Com¬ 
mons,  at  lad,  approving  of  the 
Delign,  granted  him  a  Subfidy  of 
300,000  Marks.  And  now  People's 
Minds  being  wholly  taken  up  with 
this  Affair,  the  Project  againit  the 
Clergy  dropt  of  Courle.  In  this 
Parliament,  Henry  Percy,  Grancfou 
to  the  late  Earl  of  NortbambcrlanA, 
was  reltored  to  the  Honour  and  li- 
Itafes  of  his  Father  and  Grand¬ 
father. 

The  Negotiations  were  renewed, 
and  Hill  carried  on;  between  France 
and  England ;  but.  Matters  vvcie 
come  to  that  pafs;  that  it  was  eafy 
to  fee,  both  Sides  fought  only  to 
gain  Time.  All  Hopes  of  Accom¬ 
modation  being  at  an  End,  when 
Henry  was  jult  going  to  embark,  a 
Plot  was  difeovered  againit  his  Per¬ 
son  ;  for  which  the  Earl  of  Cambridge, 
the  Lord  Treafurer  Scrooge,  and  Lho~ 
mas  Grey,  a  Privy  Counlellor,  were 
executed.  It  is  thought  the/  were 
bribed  by  French  Gold  to  engage  in 
this  Confpiracy. 

This  Affair  being  over,  Henry  em¬ 
barked  with  his  Troops  in  Augrjl, 

13.15,  and  landed  on  the  2 lit  at 
N  2  hay  re 
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Havre  d&  Grace  in  Normandy.  He 
marched  direftly  and  laid  Siege  to 
Harfleur ,  which  he  took  after  a  vi¬ 
gorous  Refiftance;  and  expelling  the 
Inhabitants,  peopled  it  with  Englijh. 
This  was  a  good  Beginning,  though 
it  coft  him  dear  by  the  Lofs  of 
Abundance  of  his  Men,  who  were 
either  killed  in  the  Siege,  or  died  of 
the  Flux,  which  raged  alio  very  vio¬ 
lently  among  thole  who  furvived. 
Notwithstanding  which,  he  refolved 
to  march  to  Calais ;  and  fo  palling 
thro’  Caux  and  Eu,  he  after  a  molt 
fatiguing  and  difficult  March  eroded 
the  Somme,  on  the  19th  of  Odiobcr ; 
where  the  French  Army  under  the 
Conftable  d' Albert,  four  Times,  fome 
fay  fix  Times,  as  numerous  as  the 
Englijh,  were  waiting  to  give  him 
Battle,  in  full  Confidence  of  Vidtory. 
David  Gam,  a  Wcljh  Captain,  being 


fent  to  view  their  Situation,  on  his 
/  Return  faid.  There  were  enough  to 
kill,  enough  to  take  Prifoners,  and 
enough  to  run  away  ;  with  which 
brave  Saying,  the  King  was  not  a 
little  pleafed.  The  French  making 
no  Haile  to  advance,  Henry,  after 
encouraging  his  Men,  and  exhort¬ 
ing  them  to  put  their  Trull  in  God, 
the  Giver  of  Victory,  thought  fit  to 
attack  them  firfl,  being  determined 
either  to  conquer  or  die.  The  Bat- 
began  at  Ten  in  the  Morning, 
/bH'nturus ,Tand  lafted  till  almclt  Five  in  the 
Afternoon,  Odl.  25,  1415,  when  by 
the  furprizing  Courage  and  Condudt 
of  the  King,  and  the  Bravery  of 
his  Troops,  the  whole  numerous 
French  Army,  laid  to  confill  of  more 
than  100,000  Men,  was  entirely  de¬ 
feated.  The  Conitable  d' Albert,  the 
Duke  of  Alen^on,  feveral other  Princes 
and  great  Men,  and  Officers  of 
Note,  with  10,000  private  Soldiers, 
were  fiain.  Among  the  Prifoners, 
who  were  very  numerous,  were  the 
Dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bourbon,  and 
many  other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion. 
The  Englijh  loll  only  the  Duks  of 


York,  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  a  few 
Knights,  ami  400  private  Men ; 
though  fome  make  their  Lofs  much 
lefs.  The  King  firll  returned  folemn 
Thanks  to  God  for  this  great  Victo¬ 
ry  ;  after  which,  he  alked  theName 
of  the  Calile  which  Hood  near  the 
Field  of  Battle  ;  and  being  told  it 
was  called  Agincourt,  Then,  fays 
he,  in  all  Time  to  come,  the  Adtion 
of  this  Day  fhall  be  called  the  Bat-' 
tie  of  Agincourt.  The  next  Morning, 
Henry  continued  his  March  to  Calais, 
and  about  the  Middle  of  Novem¬ 
ber  returned  in  Triumph  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

As  to  the  State  of  France  after  this 
famous  Battle,  the  Civil  War  between 
the  contending  Parties  broke  out 
with  more  Fury  than  ever;  which 
was  of  the  greatell  Advantage  to 
Henry,  and  contributed  more  to  bring 
about  his  Defigns,  than  his  continu¬ 
ing  the  War  would  have  done.  His 
Alliance  was  eourted  lometimes  by 
one  Party,  and  fometimes  by  the 
other,  and  he  carried  on  his  Nego¬ 
tiations  in  fuch  a  Manner,  during 
the  whole  Year  1416,  and  Part  of 
the  next,  as  to  give  them  Time  to 
deftroy  one  another.  The  Earl  of 
Armagnac,  new  Conftable,  was  in 
the  Pofieffion  of  the  Government, 
and  of  the  King’s  Perfon,  and  was 
a  mortal  Enemy  to  the  Burgundians. 
From  him  the  Orleans  F adtion  were 
now  called  Armagnacs.  Henry  was 
defirous  of  an  Alliance  with  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  which  that  Prince 
would  not  have  entered  into,  if  he 
could  have  compafled  his  End,  of 
being  again  at  the  Plead  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  without  it.  But  not  being 
able  to  do  this,  a  Treaty,  after  f» 
veral  private  Negotiations,  was  at 
length  agreed  to,  which  turned  much 
to  Henry's  Advantage.  The  Con- 
ftable,  in  the  mean  Time,  amufed 
him  with  a  Negotiation,  till  on  a 
fudden  he  befieged  Harjleur,  both 
by  Sea  and  Land;  but  the  Duke 

of 
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of  Bedford,  the  Xing’s  Brother,  be¬ 
ing  fent  with  a  Fleet  againft  him, 
deltroyed  the  French  Fleet,  and  for¬ 
ced  him  to  raife  the  Siege.  The 
Earl  of  Armagnac,  being  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  Temper,  and  exceeding  jealous 
of  his  Authority,  had  not  only  cauf- 
ed  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  by  his 
cruel  and  revengeful  Proceedings  a- 
gainft  his  Adherents,  to  throw  him- 
lelf  into  the  Arms  of  King  Henry  ; 
but  fearing  that  Ifabella  of  Bavaria, 
Wife  of  Charles  VI.  who  fhewed  a 
great  Uneafinefs  at  being  forced  to 
be  governed  by  a  Subject,  might  find 
Means  to  remove  him,  he  got  the 

;  Xing  and  Dauphin  to  confent  to  her 
being  carried  as  a  Prifoner  to  Tours ; 

1  for  which,  Ihe  ever  after  had  a  mor¬ 
tal  Hatred  againft  the  Dauphin  her 
Son ;  which  produced  very  impc*- 

-  tant  Effefls,  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
King  of  England. 

Affairs  being  in  this  Situation, 
whilft  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  ap¬ 
proached  Paris  at  the  Head  of  an 
Army,  King  Henry  landed  in  Nor- 

-  mandy,  about  the  End  of  fitly,  1417  ; 
where  he  foon  made  a  great  Progrefs, 
took  Caen,  and  feveral  other  Places. 
The  Campaign  lafted  all  the  Winter 
with  great  Succefs.  The  Town  of 
Falai/e  was  taken  in  December,  and 
the  Caftle  furrendered  in  February, 
1418.  He  became  Mailer  of  Ev- 
reux  in  May  ;  took  Cherbourg,  after 
a  Siege  of  three  Months ;  and  Roan, 
which  held  out  almoft  as  long  again, 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1419  ; 
the  Befieged  having  been  reduce'd 
by  Famine  to  the  laft  Extremity. 
And  now  all  Normandy,  except  a 
few  Caftles,  was  again  fallen  under 
the  Dominion  of  the  Englijh,  215 
Years  after  it  had  been  taken  from 
them  in  the  Reign  of  King  John. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  had  found  Means  to  refcue 
Queen  Ifabella  from  her  Confine¬ 
ment  at  'Tours,  and  coiduded  her  to 


Troye  in  Champagne,  where  fhe  pre- 
fently  affumed  the  Title  of  Regent, 
and  joined  with  the  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  whofe  Enemy  fhe  had  former¬ 
ly  been,  againft  the  Dauphin  and 
Conftable.  The  Burgundians  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Paris,  and  made  a  cruel 
Slaughter  of  the  Armagnac  Fadlion, 
threw  the  Earl  of  Armagnac,  the 
Conftable,  intoPiifon,  and  foon  after 
hauled  him  out  and'murdered  him, 
and  ignominiouflv  dragged  him  a- 
long  the  Streets.  After  which,  the 
Queen  and  Duke  of  Burgundy  enter¬ 
ed  Paris  in  Triumph,  and  affirmed 
the  whole  Adminiftration  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  in  the  Name  of  the  King. 
The  Dauphin  efcaped,  and  took  upon 
himfelf  the  Title  of  Regent,  to  cre¬ 
ate  new  Troubles. 

Andnowin  all  likelihood  theDuke 
of  Burgundy  would  foon  have  broke 
with  Henry,  had  he  not  been  afraid 
left  the  Dauphin,  who  had  a  ftrong 
Party  in  France,  might  at  length  dil- 
poffefs  him  of  his  Authority.  To 
keep  up  his  Jealoufy,  Henry  very  po- 
litickly  affected  to  lillen  to  fome  Pro- 
polals  cf  the  Dauphin,  and  carried  on 
a  Negotiation  with  him,  though  he 
knew,  that  only  the  Duke  of  Burgun¬ 
dy,  who  was  Mafter  of  the  King, 
could  make  an  authentick  Peace. 
The  Duke  alfo  treated  with  Henry 
with  a  View  to  frighten  the  Dauphin ; 
with  whom,  at  the  fame  Time,  he 
made  feveral  Attempts  for  a  Recon¬ 
ciliation,  without  Succefs ;  but  at  laft 
it  was  brought  about,  and  there  was 
Danger  of  their  uniting  againft  Hen¬ 
ry  ;  who  feeing  how  Matters  flood, 
on  a  fudden  furprifed  and  took  Pon- 
toife,  which  opened  him  a  Way  to  the 
very  Gates  of  Paris.  Neverthelefs 
his  Affairs  had  been  in  a  fad  Situa¬ 
tion,  by  having  all  France  united  a- 
gainft  him,  if  the  Dauphin,  bearing 
Itill  an  in  veterate  Hatred  in  his  Heart, 
had  not  caufed  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
to  be  affaffinated  at  a  Conference  that 
N  3  was 
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was  held  between  them.  This  im¬ 
mediately  gave  a  Turn  to  the  Affairs 
of  France,  and  brought  them  to  fuch 
a  Cribs  as  Henry  defired.  For  now 
the  young  Duke  of  Burgundy,  v  ho 
had  the  King  in  his  Hands,  joined 
with  the  Queen  in  making  up  Mat¬ 
ters  with  t.cnry  upon  his  own  Terms, 
in  order  to  be  revenged  on  the  Dau- 
2  bin.  And  lo,  after  Some  Time  ipent 
1.)  Negotiation,  a  Treaty  was  con¬ 
cluded  at  Trcye,  on  the  21ft  of  May, 
whereby  it  was  agreed,  that 
Henry  fhould  marry  the  Princefs 
Catharine,  that  he  fnould  be  Regent 
of  the  Kingdom  'during  King  Charles' s 
Life,  and  that  after  Ids  Death,  the 
Crown  of  France  fhculd  delcend  to 
the  King  of  England  and  his  Heirs 
for  ever.  This  Treaty  was  Horn 
to  by  the  Queen  and  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  in  the  Name  of  King  Charles, 
and  con  firmed  by  the  States  of  France. 
Henry  hereupon  efpoufed  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  Catharine,  and  the  Marriage 
was  folemnized  on  the  30th  of  May. 
And  now  the  Englijh  and  Burgundi¬ 
ans  joining  their  Forces  againit  the 
Dauphin,  took  Sens,  in  'June  ;  Mcn- 
tereau  foon  after,  and  Melun,  in  No¬ 


vember,  which  held  out  a  long  and 
obiiinate  Siege;  after  which,  tire 
two  Kings  made  their  Entry  together 
into  Paris,  and  the  two  Queens  the 
next  Day. 


in  February,  1421,  Henry  arrived 
in  England' with  his  Queen,  who  was 
crowned' a  few  Days  after.  He  lefc 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  his  Brother, 
to  command  his  Army  in  France, 
who  was  flain  by  a  Body  of  Scots  in 
the  Dauphin's  Service,  in  the  Piatt. e 
of  Bauge.  The  parliament,  which 
met  in-  May,  gran  ed  the  King  a 
Subhdy  for  carrying  on  the  War  a- 
gainfl  the  Dauphin  ;  but  at  the  fame 
lin.p,  in  a  Petition  they  prefentea, 
told  him,  that  the  Conpueft  of  France 
proved  the  Ruin  e/’England. 

In  June,  the  King  returned  to 
France,  and  drawing  his  Forces  to¬ 


gether,  marched  to  the  Relief  e? 
Chartres,  and  forced  the  Dauphin  to 
raife  the  Sie^e.  Then  he  took  Dreux, 
ard  in  08<>Rr  laid  Siege  to  M.taux', 
which  was  not  wiv  liy  f adjected  til! 
the  Beginning  of  Elay  following.  A- 
bout  which  Time,  Queen  Calcarine 
arrived  from  England,  and  the  two 
Courts  kept  then-  Wicipun-Holicpys 
together  at  Paris,  in  a  gran  a  and 
magnificent  Manner;  though  Henry's 
Court  was  much  more  numerous  and 
fplendid  than  Charles's. 

In  the  Midi!  of  all  this  Glory, 
whilfi  Henry  was  pleafing  him.ejf 
with  the  Profpedl  of  entirely  iub- 
duing  the  Dauphin  and  his  P.  rty, 
and  was  actually' marching  againit 
him,  he  fell  fick  by  the  Way,  and 
was  forced  to  return  back  to  Vincen¬ 
nes,  where  he  died  on  the  lair  Day 
of  Augujl,  1422,  iii  the  34th  Year 
of  his  Age,  after  a  lliort  but  trium¬ 
phant  [leign  of  nine  Years,  four 
Months  and  eleven  Days.  His  Body 
was  brought  over  to  England,  and 
buried  in  Weft.:,  inftcr-  Abbey .  He  was, 
upon  the  whole,  a  Prince  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Character,  ar.d  had  alt  the 
Qualifications  requiiite  to  a  great 
Man.  He  was  a  {mod  Soldier  and 
an  able  Politician,  capable  of  form¬ 
ing  great  Prgjefts,  anu  as  fkiiiul  and 
indefatigable  to  put  them  in  Execu¬ 
tion.  Though  his  Courage  is  un- 
queitionable,  of  which,  he  gave  a  molt 
glorious  Proof  in  the  Batt.e  c i  Agin- 
court,  yet  his  Succefs  in  France  -was 
more  owing-  to  the  intefline  Divifions 

.O 

of  that  Kingdom,  and  his  Policy  m 
turning  them  to  his  Advantage,  chan 
to  his  Arms.  ITe  was  a  great  Lover 
of  juftice,  chai'te  and  temperate,  at 
leaft  after  his  Acceflion ;  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Religion  of  thole  Times, 
devout  and  pious.  He  had,  by  his 
Queen  Catharine,  oniv.oneSon,  Hen¬ 
ry, Dec.  6, 1 42  i ,  a  t  Wind  for,  ft  dm 
thence  culled  Henry  oi  h  indjor ;  whole 
Fortune  proved  the  Reverie  of  ids 
Father’s,  as  we  are  n  w  going  to  fee. 

H  E  N  R  Y 
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f-  y  y  E  N  R  r  of  Windfor  was 

I - 1  fcarce  nine  Months  old, 

r  JL  JL  when  he  facceeded  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  great  Henry  V.  He  was 
immediately  proclaimed  not  only 
King  of  England,  but  Heir  of  France, 
purfuant  to  the  Treaty  of  Troye; 
and  upon  the  Death  of  Charles  VI. 
who  died  in  lefs  than  two  Months 
after,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Uncle 
to  the  Infant  King,  ordered  him  to 
be  proclaimed  King  of  France,  at 
Paris,  according  to  the  fame  Treaty ; 
11  and  took  on  hiinfelf  the  Regency  of 
that  Kingdom,  as  the  late  King  his 
Brother  had  defired,  when  near  his 
End.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Dau- 
[J  phin,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  his 
Father’s  Death,  caufed  hiinfelf  to 
be  proclaimed  King  of  France,  and 
was  crowned  in  November  at  P'oic- 
ticrs.  Thus  France  had  two  Kings 
at  the  fame  Time,  who  for  many 
Years  contended  for  the'Sovereign- 
ty  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  with 
doubtful  Fortune,  till  in  the  End, 
Henry  VI.  lolVall  that  Henry  V.  by 


his  Valour  and  Conduft,  and  a 
Conjunftion  of  lucky  Incidents, 
had  acquired. 

The  Council  in  England,  at  the 
Head  of  which  was  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejler,  the  younger  of  the  King’s  -V' 
Uncles,  prdered  every  thing  that 
was  neceiTary  for  the  good  Govern- 
mcnt  of  the  Kingdom,  till  the  Par¬ 
liament  fhould  meet ;  which  they 
fummoned  for  the  9th  of  November , 
and  which  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler 
was  commiflioned  under  the  Great 
Seal  to  hold  in  the  King’s  Name. 

The  main  Bufmefs  of  their  Meet¬ 
ing  (when  the  Queen  fat  among  the 
Lords  with  the  Royal  Infant  in  her 


LaiA  was  to  fetde  t:.e  Government 
during  the  King’s  Mipority.  They 
named  the  Council,  filled  up  the 
great  Offices  of  the  Crown,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  John  Duke  of  Bedjord,  as 
being  the  elder  of  the  late  King’s 
Brothers,  Proteftor  of  the  Kingdom; 
but  as  he  was  Regent  of  France,  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejler  was  empowered 
to  aft  as  Proteftor  in  his  Abfence‘. 

N  q  This 


This  done,  they  appointed  Thomas 
Beaufort  Duke  of  Exeter,  and  Henry 
Bifhop  of  Winchejler,  both  Sons  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  by  Catharine  Roet  his 
third  Wife,  and  great  Uncles  to 
the  King,  to  be  his  Governors  to 
take  care  of  his  Perfon  and  Educa- 
-tion. 

Whilft  England  and  Ireland  enjoyed 
a  profound  Peace,  France  was  the 
Seat  of  War  ;  where  Charles  endea¬ 
vouring  to  recover  the  Throne  of  his 
Anceftors,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
to  fecure  for  King  Henry,  what  the 
late  King  had  obtained  by  the  Trea¬ 
ty  of  Troye,  numberlefs  Lives  were 
loft  in  the  Quarrel,  which  lafted  up¬ 
wards  of  30  Years. 

The  Regent  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
purfuing  the  Scheme  of  the  late 
King  his  Brother,  intended  firft  to 
reduce  all  the  Places  Charles  ftill 
Jield  in  the  Ife  of  France,  and  the 
neighbouring  Provinces,  and  then 
to  attack  him  beyond  the  Loire.  One 
of  King  Charles' s  Generals  having 
taken  Meulan  by  Storm,  in  January 
3423,  the  Regent  laid  Siege  to  it 
in  February,  and  retook  it. 

Not  long  after,  the  F.ngUJh  under 
the  Earl  of  Salijbury,  and  the  Bur¬ 
gundians,  boldly  attacked  and  de¬ 
feated  Charles's.  Army,  confifting  of 
French  and  Scots,  in  the  Battle  of 
Crevant.  A  great  many  were  killed 
on  the  Spot  and  taken  Prifoners, 
and  among  them  feveral  Officers  of 
Diftin&ion  ;  but  Authors  differ  as  to 
the  Numbers.  After  this,  the  Earl 
of  Salijbury,  having  finilhed  the  Re¬ 
duction  of  Champagne,  entered  the 
Ife  of  France,  and  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  Coucy  with  fome  other 
Caltles.  And  the  Regent  in  the 
mean  Time  took  Crotoym  Picardy. 

On  the  other  hand,  fome  of 
King  Charles's  Generals  took  Ham, 
Guije  and  Compiegne  by  Surprize; 
but  they  were  all  three  foon  re¬ 
taken  by  the  Englijh.  About  the 
fame  Time,  a  Body  of  Englijh 


Troops,  under  John  de  la  Pole,  Bro¬ 
ther  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  was 
defeated  at  Gravelle  in  Maine, 
with  the  Lofs  of  1400  Men  (ac¬ 
cording  to  fome  but  300,  fo  much 
do  Authors  differ)  and  Pole  himfelf 
was  taken  Prifoner.  But  this  Ad¬ 
vantage  no  Way  compenfated  for 
the  Lofs  King  Charles  had  fuftained 
in  the  Battle  of  Crevant,  which  was 
followed  by  a  much  greater  the  next 
Year,  1424. 

The  Regent  being  informed  that 
fome  of  Charles' s  Party  had  taken 
lorry  on  the  Frontiers  of  Normandy, 
by  Surprize,  marched  with  the  ut- 
moft  Expedition  into  thpfe  Parts, 
and  laid  Siege  to  it  about  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  July.  It  foon  capitulated 
to  lurrender  on  the  15  th  of  Augufl , 
if  not  relieved  by  that  Day.  King 
Charles  receiving  News  of  this,  de¬ 
termined  to  relieve  the  Place  at  all 
Adventures,  and  to  make  ufe  of  the 
Troops  which  the  Duke  of  Milan 
hadfenthim,  and  the  Scotch  Troops 
lately  arrived,  for  that  Purpofe.  To 
thefe  joining  fome  of  his  own,  he 
made  up  an  Army  of  20,000  Men, 
the  ftrongeft  he  had  ever  had.  The 
Earl  of  Douglas  commanded  in  Chief, 
accompanied  by  all  the  Nobility  of 
Charles's  Party,  in  hopes  of  lharing 
in  the  Glory  of  this  Expedition, 
When  they  came  in  View  of  the 
Englijh  Army  before  Injry,  on  the 
13th  of  Augufi,  they  found  them  fo 
ftrongly  intrenched,  that  not  think¬ 
ing  it  proper  to  attack  them,  they 
turned  about,  and  laid  Siege  to  Ver- 
neuil,  which  foon  furrendered.  The 
Regent’s  Army  having  been  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  Earl  of  Salijbury,  a- 
mounted  to  about  15,000.  On  the 
15  th  Ivry  furrendered  according  to 
the  Capitulation,  and  the  next  Day, 
the  Regent  marched  towards  the 
French  Army,  which  was  ftill  at 
Verneuil.  Having  very  advantage- 
oully  polled  himfelf,  he  waited  for 
the  French  to  attack  him  firft ;  which 
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•  they  did,  contrary  to  the  Opinion 
;©f  the  Earl  of  Douglas,  and  had 
ufoon  Caufe  to  repent  of  it:  For  by 
-the  Valour  and  prudent  Conduft  of 
1  the  Regent,  they  were  totally  routed 
fiand  put  to  Flight.  Five  Thoufand 

were  (lain  according  to  fome,  others 
'  make  them  almoft  double  the  Num¬ 
ber  ;  among  whom  were  the  Earl  of 
, -Douglas  himfelf,  and  the  Vifcount 

■  of  Nar bonne,  who,  by  railing  Dif- 

■  fenlions  in  the  Council  of  War,  had 
forced  him  to  the  Attack  contrary 
to  his  better  Judgment;  as  alfo  the 
Earl  of  Buchan,  and  many  other 
great  Men  and  Officers  of  Diftinc- 

,  tion.  This  Victory  colt  the  Englijh 
-  about  2000  of  their  braveft  foldiers. 
t  The  next  Day,  Augujl  17,  theRegent 
invefted  Verneuil,  which  foon  fur- 
\  rendered  ;  and  here,  all  the  Baggage 
.  -r  of  the  French,  Scotch,  and  Italian 
1  Generals,  and  the  Money  for  the 
p  Payment  of  the  Army,  fell  into  his 
Hands.  Soon  after,  the  brave  Earl 
‘  of  Salijbury  befieged  and  took  Mans, 

'  the  Capital  of  Maine,  and  before 
the  End  of  the  Campaign  finifhed 
i  the  Conqueft  of  that  Province. 

5  A  little  before,  James  I.  King  of 
Scotland  was  fet  at  Liberty,  on  Con¬ 
dition  that  the  Scots  Ihould  no  lon- 
:  ger  affift  the  French  againlt  the  Eng- 
,  Iijh.  He  had  been  a  Prifoner  in  Eng- 

•  land  ever  fince  the  Year  1406.  His 
Father,  King  Robert,  was  fending 
him  to  France ,  to  be  out  of  the 
Way  of  his  Uncle  the  Duke  of  Al- 

"  l any,  who  afpired  to  the  Crown. 

The  young  Prince  failing  by  the 
:  Coaft  of  Norfolk,  went  on  Shore  to 
refrelh  himfelf ;  where  he  was  feized 
and  fent  up  to  Henry  IV.  who  con¬ 
fined  him  in  the  Tower,  King  Ro¬ 
bert  died  a  few  Days  after,  and  the 
Crown  devolved  upon  his  captive 
Son.  The  Duke  of  Albany  affumed 
-^the  Regency,  and  governed  all  in 
Scotland,  and  was  glad  to  have  the 
King  his  Nephew  detained  in  Eng¬ 
land,  left  otherwife  he  Ihould  be 


ftripped  of  his  Authority  ;  and  this 
is  the  Reafon  why  Scotland  at¬ 
tempted  but  little  againft  the  Englijh , 
from  that  Time.  But  after  the 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Albany,  his 
Son  and  Succelfor  in  the  Regency 
being  but  a  weak  Prince,  the  great 
Men  in  Scotland, whofe  Intereft  it  was 
to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  the  Englijh 
in  France,  fent  feveral  Aids  to 
Charles.  To  prevent  this  for  the 
future,  and  to  get  the  Scots  already 
in  France  recalled,  was  the  Reafon 
of  giving  King  James  his  Liberty  at 
this  Time,  upon  the  Condition  be¬ 
fore  mentioned. 

Towards  the  End  of  the  Year 
1424,  Edmund  Mortimer  Earl  of 
March  died,  in  his  Government  of 
Ireland,  without  Iffue  ;  and  Richard 
Duke  of  Fork,  his  Nephew,  Son  of 
Anne,  his  Sifter,  and  the  Earl  of 
Cambridge,  beheaded  in  the  late 
Reign,  whofe  elder  Brother  died 
without  Iffue,  fucceeded  to  all  his 
Rights,  particularly  that  of  the 
Crown  of  England. 

Hitherto  the  Affairs  of  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  had  gone  oh  profperoufly  in 
France,  and  the  viftorious  Duke  of 


Bedford  was  in  a  very  fair  Way  of 
compleating  its  Conqueft.  By  the 
Defeats  at  Crevant  and  Verneuil, 
and  the  Lofs  of  fo  many  Towns 
and  Strong-Holds,  King  Charles’s 
Condition  was  become  almoft  defpe- 
rate,  infomuch  that  the  Englijh  ft. iled 
him,  in  Derifion,  the  Little  King  of 
Bourges.  In  thefe  fad  Circumftances, 
an  Affair  turned  up  in  his  Favour, 
which  laid  the  firft  Foundation  of 
the  Ruin  of  the  Englijh  in  France. 

This  was  a  Quarrel  between  the  . 

Duke  of  Gloucejier  and  the  Duke  of  JUnfflnf 
Brabant,  on  account  of  Jaquelina  of  ^ 
Hainault,  Wife  to  the  latter,  through 
whom,  at  her  Father’s  Death,  he  be¬ 
came  pofTeffed  of  Hainault,  Holland, 

Zcland,  and  Friefand.  But  (he  be¬ 
ing  at  Variance  with  her  Hufband, 
ordered  Matters  fo',that  (he  was  car¬ 
ried 
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ried  off  by  fprae  Englijh  Knights  of  the  Array  given  him, 
and  brought  to  London.  Here  fhe  got  chad  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  S  .  /  Ik 
her  Marriage  dilfolved  by  the  Anti-  bog,  Falfiaff',  and  o.her  ex} 
Pope,  Benedict  XIII.  after  which,  /^Leaders,  marched  towards  the 
Duke  of  G  hue  eft  er  took  her  to  'and  on  Odlober  iz,  1428,  laid 
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he  attempted  by  Force,  of  Arras, 
and  employed  thofe  Troops  againft 
the  Duke  of  Brabant,  which  ihould 
have  been  lent  to  enable  the  Regent 
to  carry  on  the  War  in  France.  The 
Forces  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
were  allb  by  this  Means  diverted 
that  Way,  who  took  Part  with  the 
Duke  of  Brabant,  again  ft  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejlcr.  Thele  Things  oc- 
.^-_-,cafioned  the  War  in  France  to  be, 
as  it  were,  at  a  Stand  for  fome  Time; 
.  and  gave  Charles  an  Opportunity  to 
contrive  Meafures  for  retrieving  his 
Affairs.  And  one  main  Step  towards 
this,  was  his  drawing  off  the  Earl 
of  Richmond  from  the  Ei/glijh ,  and 
{  by  his  Means  the  Duke  of  Bretagne, 
his  Brother. 

The  Earl  of  Richmond,  now  Con- 
ftable  of  France,  having  levied  a  con¬ 
siderable  Army  in  Bretagne,  entered 
Mormandy  and  took  Pontorfon  in 
1426;  but  to  his  great  Mortifica¬ 
tion,  failed  in  his  Attempt  upon 
St.  'James  de  Beuvron.  And  a  little 
after,  the  Englijh  under  Richard  de 
Beauchamp,  Earl  of  IVarwick,  who 
commanded  whillt  the  Regent  was 
in  England,  were  defeated  with  great 
Tols  by  the  Ballard  of  Orleans,  at 
the  Blockade  of  Montargis. 

Though  the  Affair  of  Hainavfft  was 
a  grbat  Hindrance  to  the  pulhing  the 
Conqueft  of  France,  yet  the  Englijh 
were  ft  ill  much  fuperior  to  King 
Charles,  and  there  was  a  Probability 
of  their  gaining-  their  Point  notwith- 
ftanaino-  for  which  the  Regent  was 
yefolved  to  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmofe. 
If  he  could  drive  Charles  beyond  the 
Loire,  hisBufmefs  would  foon  be  done. 
It  was  with  this  View,  that  the  Earl 
of  Salifjury,  who  had  the  Command 
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to  Orleans 
Months  in  talcing 
Places  that  might  annoy  the  Be- 
fiegers,  the  French  gueflin.g  at  his  De- 
fign,  had  taken  care  to  furnifh  Orlean ; 
with  Stores,  and  the  Ballard  of  Or¬ 
leans,  and  1 eve ral  other  brave  Officers, 
had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  City, 
And  when,  the  Earl  of  Salijlury  came 
before  it,  finding  his  Army  not  nu¬ 
merous  enough  to  in  veil  it  on  all 
Sides,  he  run  up  60  Forts  about  it, 
fix  whereof  upon  the  fix  chief  Ave¬ 
nues  of  the  City  were  much  ftrong- 
er  than  the  reft,  in  order  to  hin¬ 
der  the  French  from  throwing  in 
frcfli  Succours;  but  thele  Precau¬ 
tions  did  not  hinder  therp  entirely, 
for  Troops  and  Convoys  ftill  got  in', 
though  not  without  fighting  their 
Way  through.  By  this  .means  the 
Garrifon  became  much  more  nume¬ 
rous  than  it  was  at  firft.  But  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Army  of  the  Befiegers 
was  greatly  augmented  by  the  Sup¬ 
plies  continually  fent  by  the  Regent. 
During  four  Months  there  was  no¬ 
thing  but  Aftaults,  Sallies,  and  Skir- 
milhc-s,  both  Sides  behaving  with 
the  utmoft  Bravery  and  Refolution, 
and  no  one  could  guefs  what  the 
Event  would  be,  which  was  of  the 
laft  Importance  both  to  the  French 
and  Englijh.  The  latter  indeed  had 
made  themfelves  Mailers  of  the  Bul¬ 
wark  of  the  Ft ournelles,  and  of  the 
Fosvjcr  on  the  Bridge  :  but  this  ocr 
cafioned  the  Lofs  or  the  brave  Fho-t 
mas  MontacutexLs\x\  of  Salijl'ury.  For 
as  he  was  taking  a  View  of  the 
City  from  a  Window  of  this  Tower, 
a  Cannon-Ball,  as  it  palled,  took 
off  his  Check,  and  ftruck  out  one 
of  his  Eyes,  fo  that  he  died  in  a 
few  Days.  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  f uc- 
ceeded  him  in  the  Comm  ind  of  the 

Army, 
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Army,  and  carried  on  the  Siege 
.with  as  much  Vigour  as  before.  The 
Regent,  in  the  mean  l  ime,  by  fend¬ 
ing  Recruits  and  Provifions,  did  all 
jn  his  Power  to  fuppnrt  him.  In 
Lem,  1429,  he  fent  a  Convoy  of 
Salt-Fifh  from  Paris,  under  the  Con¬ 
s'  dudd  of  Falftajf,  with  a  Guard  of 
1700  Men  ;  who  was  attacked  in 
the  Road  by  the  Earl  of  Clermont, 
at  the  Head  of  300Q,  whom  Charles 
had  fent  for  that  Purpofe.  ButFW- 
-'faff  managed  with  fuch  Bravery 
and  Condudt,  that  he  entirely  de¬ 
feated  them,  killed  a  great  Number 
of  them,  and  carried  oif  his  Convoy 
fafe  to  the  Befiegers.  This  famous 
Adtion  went  by  the  Name  of  The 
Battle  of  Herrings.  King  Charles 
was  exceedingly  troubled  at  this  De¬ 
feat,  and  he  began  to  think  he  Ihould 
foon  l  ife  Orleans ,  which  n  all  like¬ 
lihood  wouid  quickly  be  followed 
by  the  entire  Lofs  of  his  Kingdom  ; 
when  a  moll  furprifmg  Accident 
gave  a  mdden  Turn  to  his  Affairs. 
f  As  the  French  Writers  relate  the 
1  Story,  a  Country  Girl,  of  twenty- 
one  Years  of  Age,  borii  in  Lorrain,, 
called  Joan  of  Arc,  and  afterwards 
'  commonly  known  by  the  Name  of 
the  Maid  of  Orleans,  came  to  King 
Charles’s  Court  at  Chinan,  j uit  as 
he  was  thinking  of  retiring  into 
D (iup bine y  and  told  him  chat  fhe  had 
a  Call  from  God  to  go  and  rails 
the  Siege  of  Orleans,  and  caule  him 
to  be  crowned  at  Rheims.  She  was, 
after  fome  Examination,  entertained 
as  one  who  had  a  divine  Commiffion 
to  bring  about  thefe  great  Events. 
Accordingly  when  King  Charles  was 
going  to  fend  a  Convoy  to  Orleans, 
Joan,  who  was  commonly  called  la 
Pucclle,  or  the  Maid,  defired  to  ac¬ 
company  it.  She  accordingly  did, 
and  when  the  Convoy  arrived  near 
the  City,  on  the  29th  of  April,  the 
Ballard  of  Orleans  lallied  out  to  fe- 
cure  their  Paflage.  A  bloody  Battle 
er. fued)  till  the  Englijh  being  worked 
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were  forced  to  let  the  Convoy  go 
in  ;  and  Joan  entered  Orleans  in  Tri¬ 
umph,  to  whom  was  aferibed  the 
§uccefs  of  the  Day.  After  this,  put¬ 
ting  herfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  Detach¬ 
ment  of  the  Garrifon,  lhe  attacked. 
Sword  in  Hand,  four  of  the  chief 
Forts  which  the  Englijh  had  raifed, 
and  took  them  one  after  another  with 
the  Slaughter  of  1000,  the  French 
fay  8000  of  the  Englijh,  who  were 
forced  to  raife  the  Siege  on  the 
1 2th  of  May,  feven  Months  after 
they  had  fat  down  before  the  Flace. 

Jt  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  Con- 
ilernation  the  Englijh  were  in,  on 
this  Occaiion.  They  retreated  in 
the  utmoft  Diforder,  and  fled  every 
where  before  the  French ,  though  kill 
fuperior  to  them  in  Number.  The 
Places  they  had  taken  near  the  Loire , 
were  foon  retaken  by  the  French ; 
ancf  at  Gergeau,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk 
vyas  made  Prifoner.  Baugenci  neld 
out  the  longeil,  but  at  lair  followed 
the  Fate  of  the  reft.  After  this, 
they  were  defeated  in  the  Battle  of 
Pat  ay  in  Beauce ;  2500  Men  were 
flain,  and  the  valiant  Talbot  taken 
Prifoner.  Now  Charles  refolved  to 
go  to  Rheims,  the  Maid  ftill  accom¬ 
panying  him,  and  animating  the 
French  wherever  lhe  came.  Troye 
and  Chalons,  and  the  other  Places  in 
their  Way,  furrendered,  and  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Rheims  drove  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  Garrifon  out  of  the  City  ;  when 
Charles,  with  the  Maid,  entered  it 
in  Triumph,  and  was  foon  after  fo- 
lemnly  crowned.  What  raifed  the 
Courage  of  the  French,  was  the  Be- 

O  #  _ 

lief  that  this  Heroine  was  lent  from 
God  to  deliver  France ;  and  the 
Confternation  and  Panic  of  the  Eng-  •* — 
lijh  was  owing  to  the  Opinion  they 
had,  that  llie  was  a  Witch,  and  add¬ 
ed  by  the  Help  of  the  Devil.  Tho’,^.^ 
after  all,  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
lhe  was  prepared  and  trained  up  to 
add  the  Part  lhe  did,  by  fome  great 
Politicians  in  Charles’s  Court,  on 
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Purpofe  .to  revive  the  Courage  of 
the  difmayed  French.  But  what  is 
moil  extraordinary,  is,  that  this  Con¬ 
trivance  Ihould  fucceed  according 
to  their  Wifli.  Fortune,  after  this, 
feemed  entirely  to  have  changed 
Sides :  The  Englijh,  in  ft  e  ad  of  being 
victorious,  were  now  every  where 
vanquifhed.  Charles  continued  his 
Conquefts  with  great  Rapidity,  and 
Town  after  Town  fubmitted  to  him 
without  ftriking  a  Stroke  :  He  made 
an  Attempt  upon  Paris,  but  here 
indeed  he  failed ;  the  Regent,  who 
'  was  marched  to  the  Relief  of  Nor- 
mandy,  againft  the  Conftable  Riche- 
mond,  having  managed  Matters  fo 
well  there,  that  the  Parijians  con¬ 
tinued  firm  to  the  Englijh.  How¬ 
ever,  Charles  attacked  the  Suburbs 
of  St.  Honorius,  but  was  repulfed, 
and  the  Maid  wounded. 

Though  after  the  raifing  the  Siege 
of  Orleans,  and  the  Defeat  at  Pat  ay, 
the  Affairs  of  the  Englijh  viiibly 
declined  every  where  in  France, 
yet  they  now  and  then  gained  fome 
Advantages,  and  took  feveral  Places ; 
and  they  might  ftill  have  reco¬ 
vered  themfelves,  if  divers  un¬ 
lucky  Circumftances  had  not  con¬ 
curred  to  their  Ruin.  The  Differen- 
^^.ces  in  England,  efpecially  between 
the  Duke  of  Glouajler  and  the  Car- 
*  dinal  Bilhop  cf  Winchefer,  and  the 
Nation’s  being  exhaufted  by  this 
long  War,  of  which  they  began  to 
he  tired,  fince  the  late  ill  Succefs  of 
it,  hindered  them  from  having  pio- 
per  Supplies  from  England ;  and  the 
Duke  at  Burgundy,  growing  cold  to 
the  Englijh ,  did  not  afiift  them  fo 
vigwoufly  as  he  ufed  to  c!o,  and 
only  feemed  to  want  a  proper  Op¬ 
portunity  to  leave  them  and  join 
with  Charles.  However,  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  thinking  it  might  be  of 
Service  to  have  Henry  crowned  in 
France,  the  young  King  having  been 
fir  ft  crowned  in  England ,  on  Novem- 
/4C-  G)  her  5,  14.29,  went  over  to  Pans,  and 
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was  crowned  there  at  the  End  of 
the  following  Year,  and  returned  tor 
England  in  January,  1432,  being  then 
ten  Years  old.  At  the  lame  Time 
that  the  Englijh  were  unable  to  bring 
any  confiderable  Army  into  the  Field. 
King  Charles  by  his  Indolence,  and 
the  Faftions  in  his  Court,  as  well  as 
from  other  Caufes,  was  not  in  a  much 
better  Condition  ;  fo  that  pillaging 
and  plundering,  furprifing’  and  tak¬ 
ing  of  Places,  and  fighting  now  and 
then  in  fmail  Parties,  was  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  all  that  was  done  on  both  Sides 
for  fome  Years. 

But  let  us  fee  what  became  of  the 
Maid  of  Orleans.  As  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  had  not  yet  openly  defert- 
ed  the  Englijh,  he  laid  Siege  to  Com- 
piegne.  Here  Joan  making  a  Sally 
'  on  the  25th  of  May,  1430,  was 
taken  Prifoner  by  the  Burgundians, 
and  at  the  earneft  Solicitations  of 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  was  delivered 
up  to  the  Englijh ;  who  carried  her 
to  Roan,  and  after  a  long  Examina¬ 
tion,  had  her  condemned  and  burnt 
for  a  Witch,  in  the  old  Market- 
Place  there,  on  May  30,  143 1. 

in  1435,  a  Congrefs  was  held  at 
Jrras,  in  which  the  Defign  of  the 
French  was  not  fo  much  to  conclude 
a  Peace  between  the  two  Nations, 
as  to  give  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  a 
plauftble  Handle  to  break  with  the 
F.nglifj.  Accordingly  the  French 
Ambafiadors  made  fuch  Propofals  as 
they  knew  the  Englijh  would  not 
agree  to  :  And  upon  their  Retufal, 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  concluded  a> 
f-parate  Peace  with  King  Charles. 
After  this  unlucky  Incident,  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Englijh  went  to  Ruin 
apace  :  And  to  add  to  their  Misfor¬ 
tunes,  the  wife  and  valiant  Duke  of^ 
Bedford  died  about  the  fame  Time, 
who  was,  in  all  RefpeCIs,  one  of  the 
,  mod  accomplilhed  Princes  in  Europe. 
He  was  fuccceded  in  the  Regency  of 
France  by  the  Duke  of  York  :  But 
by  the  Management  of  the  Duke  of 
•tertab.  Sumer- 


■Somerfet,  his  Rival*  his  Patent  was 
.deferred  for  fome  Time,  to  the  no 
fmall  Prejudice  of  the  King’s  Affairs. 
^Before  he  arrived,  the  City  of  Paris, 
the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom,  fell 
into  the  Hands  of  the  French ,  on 
;the  1 3th  of  April,  1436. 

The  fame  Year,  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  befieged  Calais  with  a 
great  Army  ;  but  the  Dake  of  Glcu- 
yejler,  at  the  Defire  of  the  Council, 
went  over  to  relieve  it,  and  forced 
Burgundy  to  raife  the  Siege :  After 
which  he  purfued  him  into  Flanders, 
and  having  ravaged  the  Country, 
returned  with  a  very  large  Booty. 
Some  time  after,  the  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  made  another  Attempt'  upon 
Calais ,  but  to  as  little  Purpofe  as 
the  former.  jftn.-.yKtJ&H,  vA&iaj/ftar 
jr  In  1437,  died  Catharine  of  F ranee 
;King  Henry's  Mother,  and  Widow 
of  Henry.  V.  After  the  Death  of 
that  great  Prince,  Ihe  fo  far  defcend- 
ed  from  her  Rank  and  Dignity,  as 
to  marry  Omen  Tudor,  a  Weljh  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  faid,  whether  upon 
good  Grounds  I  know  not,  to  have 
lprung  from  the  antient  Kings  of 
Wales.  He  had  by  her  three  Sons, 

,  Edmund,  JaJper,  and  Omen.  The 
eldeft  was  created  Earl  of  Richmond, 
by  Henry  VI.  and  married  Margaret , 
only  Daughter  of  John  Beaufort, 
Duke  of  Somerjet,  Grandfonof  John 
of  Gaunt.  From  this  Marriage 
,  fprung  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond,  af¬ 
terwards  King  of  England,  under  the 
,  Name  of  Henry  VII. 
y  This  Year  the  War  was  carried 
on  with  a  good  deal  of  Vigour  on 
(  both  Sides.  King  Charles,  roufed 
by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  began  to 
exert  himfelf ;  and  the  Enghj h,  un- 
— der  the  valiant  Talbot,  (afterwards 
Earl  of  Shremfbury  )  gained  feveral 
great  Advantages  over  the  French  ; 
Talbot  all  along  giving  fignal  Proofs 
of  his  Valour  and  Conduct,  as  did 
the  Duke  of  York,  in  railing  the 
Siege  of  Pontaife.  Things  went  on 
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in  much  the  fame  Way  for  fome 
Years,  both  Sides  harraffing  one  an¬ 
other,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
themfelves  Mailers  of  feveral  Places 
of  Importance,  fometimes  one  Party 
prevailing,  and  fometimes  the  other  ; 
till,  in  1444,  a  Truce  was  concluded  !AA 4 
at  Tours,  between  the  two  Nations, 
which  was  prolonged  from  Time  to 
Time,  till  1449.  A 

Soon  after  the  Commencement  of 
the  Truce,  King  Henry,  by  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  William  de  la  Pol: ,  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  and  the  Cardinal,  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  of  Anjou  f  who  arri¬ 
ved  in  England  in  1445  ;  and,  being  UAA5 
a  Woman  of  great  Parts,  of  a  high 
Spirit,  and  a  bold  enterprising  Ge¬ 
nius,  got  the  whole  Adminillration  —A* 
into  her  Hands  ;  fo  that  fhe  and  her 
Favourites  managed  the  King,  who 
was  of  a  weak  and  eaiy  Nature, 
and  had  no  Capacity  for  Govern¬ 
ment,  juft  as  they  pleafed.  This 
eaufed  great  Uneafmefs  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  Contentions  among  the 
great  Men ;  and  all  Things  in  England. 
were  running  into  Confuhon,  by  the 
ambitious  and  definitive  Mealures 
of  the  Queen  and  her  M  ini  tiers, 

Charles  being  fenfible  of  this  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  Englijb,  wanted  to  renew 
the  War,  and  made  great  Prepara¬ 
tions  Tr  it,  A  foon  as  the  Truce  „  <■  [' 
lhould  be  expired  ;  whilil  England, 
being  wholly  taken  up  with  its  in- 
telline  Broils,  was  altogether  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  its  Interefl  in  France . 

And  an  Accident  happened  which 
gave  Charles  a  Handle  to  begin 
fooner  than  he  intended.  This  was 
the  furprizing  of  Fougeres,  by  Su- 
rienne.  Governor  of  L  oarer  Norman¬ 
dy  for  the  Englijh,  in  1448,  whilil  lAjfS 
the  Truce  fubfifted  ;  and  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  then  Regent,  and  the 
EngVJk  Miniflry,  refufing  to  give  the 
Satisfaction  that  Charles  thought  fit 
to  demand,  he  firll  took  fev  eral  Pla- 
.  ces  by  Way  cf  Reprifals,  and  then 
felLupon  Normandy  with  four  Armies. 
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at  once,  the  Englijh  having  made  no 
Preparations  tor  its  Defence.  Roan 
opened  its  Gates  to  the  Conquerors, 
Harfieur  was  befieged  and  taken,  a 
Body  of  Englijh  were  defeated  in  the 
Battle  of  FSurmigny,  the  Duke  of 
Somerjet  lurrendeted  Caen,  Cherburgh 
fubmitted  ;  and,  in  fhort,  all  Nor¬ 
mandy  was  reduced  under  the  Power 
of  the  French ,  before  the  End  of 
Jlugujt,  1450.  Guienne,  the  next  Year, 
followed  tne  Fate  of  Normandy,  after 
having  been  300  Years  in  the  Pof- 
feihon  of  the  Englijh.  Some  Time 
after,  the  Inhabitants  were  dilpofed 
to  throw  off  the  Y'oke  of  the  French, 
and  return  to  their  old  Matters,  and 
Talbot  was  fent  over  with  fome 
Troops  to  fupport  them  in  their  De- 
flgn.  But  being  overpowered  by  the 
French,  as  he  was  attempting  to  re¬ 
lieve  Cajlillon,  he  was  defeated  and 
flain,  and  all  Guienne  again  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  French  in  1453  ;  and  no¬ 
thing  remained  to  the  Englijh,  of  all 
their  vail  Acquilitions  in  France, 
but  only  Calais,  and  Gidjnes. 

Thus  Henry  loll  Fraud.  We  are 
now  to  turn  our  Thoughts  to  what 

O 

was  doing  in  England,  which  ended 
in  the  Lofs  of  his  Crown  and  Life. 
There  were  two  Parties  in  his  Court; 
one  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  s,  the 
other  the  Cardinal  of  Winch  eji'er’  s, 
with  whom  were  joined  Kemp  Arch- 
bilhop  of  York,  and  William  ae  la 
Pole,  Earl,  afterwards  Marquels  and 
Duke  of  Sufo/k^W 1  Duke  of 
Gloucejler  was  exceedingly  beloved 
by  the  People  ;  for  excepting  when 
his  Ambition  carried  him  away,  in 
relation  to  the  Affair  ol  Hainault, 
he  had  all  along  a  fincere  Regard 
to  the  Interelt  of  the  King  his  Ne¬ 
phew,  was  ever  a  Friend  to  the  Na¬ 
tion,  and  zealous  for  preferving  its 
Honour  and  Poffedions  in  France. 
But  the  Cardinal  got  the  better  of 
him  in  the  Council  and  in  the  King’s 
Confidence,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejler  loll  Ground  every  Day. 
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For  Henry,  though  a  pious  ahcl  cfeT 
vout  Prince,  had  fo  narrow  a  Genius*' 
and  fo  little  Judgment  and  Penetra¬ 
tion,'  that  he  was  eafiiy  deceived  by 
Appearances,  and  having  no  Capa¬ 
city  himfelf  to  govern,  was  blindly 
led  and  governed  by  others.'  And  the 
Enemies  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler, 
having  artfully  got  the  Afcendant 
over  him,  managed  in  fitch  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  to  make  th'emfelves  odious  to 
the  Nation,  particularly  in  their 
lhameful  Negleflof  the  French  War.' 
To  fecure  therfifclves  therefore  a- 
gainll  the  People’s  Refen tmenf,  .the v 
contrived  the  K :  my s  3CKvrmg£^ f 
above-mentioned,  with  a  Princefs  .al¬ 
lied  to  the  Enenty  of  England,  and 
who  had  not  a  Penny  to  her  Portion 
and  befides  gave  up  the  Province  of 
Maine,  as  a  Condition  of  the  Mar¬ 
riage.  She  was  no  fboner  come 
over,  but  fhe  joined,  her  Interell  to 
that  of  the  C a r d i r. alt ^ ffol/ff  and 
the  other  fworn  Enemies  ot  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejler,  who  had  ex'preffed  his 
Diilike  of  the  Match.  They  now 
thought  themfelves  able  to  get  rid 
of  him,  and  relolved  to  do  it,  that 
he  might  no  lorfger  reproach  them 
for  their  felf-interelled  and  dellruc- 
tive  Proceedings.  They  firll  re¬ 
moved  him  from  the  Council-Board : 
And  then  a  Parliament  being  fum- 
moned  at  St.  Edmundjbury ,  which 
met  in  1447,  the  Duke  coming  to 
take  his  Place,  was  arreiled  and 
clofely  confined;  under  Colour  that 
he  defigned  to  kill  the  King,  and 
feize  the  Crown,  though  nobody 
believed  a  Word  of  the  Matter.  The 
ne\t  Morning  he  was  found  dead  iti 
his  Bed,  People  making  no  Doubt 
but  he  was  murde^cU^^^ 

'I  hus  fell  F$mfhrey, ^commonly 
called  The  good  Duke  of  Gloucejler, 
firll  Prince  of  the  Blood  ;  and  was 
interred  at  St.  Alban’s.  The  Cardi¬ 
nal,  one  of  the  chief  Contrivers  of 
his  Death,  furvived  him  but  about 
a  Month,  and  left  the  World  and 
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liis  immenfe  Riches  with  as  much 
Reluctance  as  ever  any  one  did. 
And  now  the  Queen  and  Suffolk 
governed  all  in  the  King’s  Name, 
and  none  but  their  Creatures  were 
employed  in  theAuminiftration.  The 
univerlal  Hatred  o f  the  People  a- 
gainfc  them,  for  their  violent  and 
arbitrary  Proceedings,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  the  Murder  of  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejhr ,  made  the  Duke  of  York 
begin  to  think  of  afferting  his  Claim 
to  the  Crown,  which  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  he  would  never  have  done, 
whilll  he  had  a  Prince  of  that  Cha¬ 
racter  to  contend  with. 

In  1450,  the  Commons  fo  vigo- 
roully  purlued  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
that  the  Queen,  in  order  to  fave  him, 
•found  herfelf  under  a  Neceflity  to 
have  him  banifhed.  But  in  his  Paf- 
fage  to  France,  being  met  by  an 
Englijh  Man  of  War,  the  Captain, 
(without  any  Ceremony,  ordered  his 
.Head  to  be  cut  off.  And  fo  fell 
another  principal  Author  of  the 
,Duke  of  GlouceJleY s  Murder.  He 
jwas  fucceeded  in  the  Queen’s  Conft- 
-dence,  by  Edmund  Beaufort,  Duke 
,of  Somcrfet,  almoit  as  ouious'to  the 
People,  as  Suffolk  had  been. 

The  Duke  of  York  at  firft  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  great  Caution,  by  his 
Emiffaries  and  Agents  privately 
founding  the  Inclinations  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  caufing  his  Right  to  the 
Crown  to  become  the  Subject  ol  Con- 
verfation,  as  Heir,  by  his  Mother, 
,of  the  Houfe  of  Mortimer  or  March, 
defeended  from  the  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence, ,  third  Son  of  Edwarcflll.  and 
elded  Brother  of  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
,  cajler,  as  has  been  mentioned  before. 
The  Lofs  of  Normandy  about  the 
fame  Time,  and  the  continual  Dif- 
play  of  the  Queen’s  ill  Government, 
under  a  weak  and  paffive  King, 
ftrongly  difpofed  People’s  Minds  to 
a  Change,  and  formed  a  conftdera- 
ble  Party  in  Favour  of  the  Duke. 
As  an  Eflay  how  the  People  Hood 


affeSted,  he  mitigated  on eynof  Cade,- 
under  the  Name  of  John  Mortimer , 
to  raife  a  Rebellion  in  Kent  ;  where 
he  drew  together  great  Numbers  of 
Malcontents,  under  Pretence  of  re¬ 
forming  the  Government;  and  be¬ 
came  fo  ilrongj  that  he  encamped  on 
Blackhcath,  cut  in  Pieces  a  Detach¬ 
ment  of  the  King’s  Army,  and  en¬ 
tered  London,  as  it  were  in  Triumph, 
the  City  opening  her  Gates  to  him: 
But  this  Infurreftion,  which  might 
have  proved  fatal  under  a  more  ex¬ 
perienced  Leader,  was  foon  at  am 
End  ;  Cade  was  delerted  by  Iris  Fol¬ 
lowers,  and  at  lalt  taken  and  flain. 

The  Court  was  very  uneafy  at  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Duke  of  York , 
and  ufed  several  Precautions  againic 
them.  His  Pretence  at  fir II  was-  to 
bring  the  evil  Counfeilors,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  t» 
condign  Punifhment.  All  the  Arts 
that  Policy  could  fugged,  were 
made  ufe  of  to  entrap  him,  and 
it  was  fometimes  with  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  lie  ei'eaped  out  of  the  Snare. 
At  length  having  concerted  Mea- 
fures  with  his  Friends,  efpecially 
Richard  Ncuil,  Earl  of  Salijhury,  and 
his  Son  of  the  fame  Name,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  commonly  called  The' font 
Earl  of  Warwick,  the  War  broke 
out  between  the  two  Houfes  of  Lan- 
cajhr  and  York  ;  the  former  having 
for  their  Device  the  Red  Rofi,  and 
the  latter  the  White  R-fe ;  and  whole 
Torrents  of  Englijh  Blood  were  fpilt 
in  this  Con teii. 

The  frit  Battle  was  fought  near 
St.  Albans,  onMay^i,  1455,  when 
the  Royal  Army  was  totally  routed, 
with  the  Lofs  of  5000  Men.  The 
Duke  of  Somcrfet  and  leveral  other 
Nobles  and  great  Men -were  flain, 
and  the  Kigg  himfelf  taken  prifoner. 
York  affected  to  treat  him  .with  great 
Refpeft,  and  was  appointed  Pro¬ 
testor  of  the  Realm,  as  he  had  been 
once  before.  But  to  gain  the  Af¬ 
fections  of  the  People,  and  let  the 
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World  fee  how  difinterefted  he  was, 
he  left. the  King  and  Queen  at  full 
Liberty  ;  the  Confequence  of  which 
was,  that  he  was  again  difmiffed 
from  the  Protedlorfliip,  and  he  and 
his  Friends  retired  from  Court.  Af¬ 
ter  this  there  was  a  Reconciliation 
between  the  two  Parties  ;  but  as  it 
was  not  fincere,  the  Quarrel  foon 
broke  out  again. 

In  1459,  the  Earl  of  Salijbury  &<t- 
feated  the  King’s  Troops  command¬ 
ed  by  the  Lord  Audley,  and  killed 
2400,  together  with  Audley  himfelf, 
and  all  his  principal  Officers.  This 
Battle  was  fought  on  Blore-Heath  in 
Shropjhire,  and  was  the  fecond  in 
this  Quarrel. 

The  third  was  the  Battle  of  North¬ 
ampton,  fought  on  July  19,  1460, 
in  which  the  Earl  of  March,  eldelt 
Son  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  the  Lord  Cobham, 
gained  a  compleat  Vidlory,  killing 
10,000  of  the  Royalifts.  The  King 
was  again  taken  Prifoner,  and  the 
Queen,  with  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
fled  to  Durham,  then  retired  into 
Wales,  and  afterwards  into  Scotland. 

And  now  a  Parliament  was  called, 
which  the  Duke  of  York  expected 
would  offer  him  the  Crown.  Being 
difappointed,  he  fent  them  a  Me¬ 
morial  juftifying  his  Claim  :  But  all 
that  the  Parliament  did,  was  to  re- 
folve,  That  Henry  Ihould  enjoy  the 
Crown  during  his  Life,  after  which 
it  Ihould  devolve  upon  the  Duke  of 
York  and  his  Heirs.  In  the  mean 
Time,  the  Duke  was  abfolute  Mafter 
of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
King’s  Perfon  ;  who  giving  himfelf 
up  wholly  to  his  Devotions,  appeared 
quite  unconcerned  at  this  Turn  of 
Affairs. 

But  the  Queen  did  not  reft  fo  con¬ 
tented.  She  had  drawn  together,  in 
the  North,  an  Army  of  18,000  Men. 
The  Duke  of  York  marched  againft 
her  with  but  5000,  expe&ing  his 
Son,  the  Earl  of  March,  to  join 


him  :  But  before  he  could  Come  tipi 
the  Duke  was  attacked  by  the 
Queen’s  Forces- near  Wakefield,  in 
Yorkjhire,  on  Dec.  31,1 460,  his  Army 
put  to  Flight,  he  himfelf  flain,  and 
his  Head  fixed  up  on  the  Walls  of 
York  ;  where  the  Earl  of  Salijbury’ s 
foon  accompanied  it,  he  having  been 
taken  and  beheaded  at  Pontefratt. 
The  youug  Earl  of  Rutland,  the 
Duke’s  fecond  Son,  about  12  Years 
old,  was  taken  in  the  Flight,  and 
cruelly  flain  by  the  Lord  Clifford. 

Notwithftanding  this  Difcourage- 
ment,  the  Earl  ok  March  refolved  to 
maintain  the  Quarrel,  and  did  it 
with  Succefs.  He  firft  defeated  Jaf- 
per  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  tit  Mor¬ 
timer’s  Crofs  in  Herefordjhire  :  And 
though  the  Queen  got  the  better  of 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  at  Bernard r. 
Heath,  near  St.  Alban’s,  and  freed 
the  King  her  Hufband  ;  yet  the  Earl 
of  March  coming  up  with  a  great 
Army,  and  being  joined  by  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick's,  Ihe 
retired  into  the  North  ;  and  the  Earl 
entered  London,  as  it  were  in  Tri¬ 
umph,  about  the  Beginning  of 
March,  1461,  and  was,  by  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
proclaimed  King  on  the  5  th  of  the 
•fame  Month,  by  the  Name  of  Ed- 
war  dYV .  And  here  ends  the  Reign 
of  Henry  VI.  who  during  the  whole 
Time  of  it,  which  was  38  Years  and 
a  half,  was  little  more  than  the 
Shadow  of  a  King.  He  had  no  Vices, 
but  fuch  a  natural  Weaknefs  of 
Mind  as  made  him  quite  incapable 
of  governing  ;  fo  that  he  was  eafily 
led  by  any  who  ruled  in  his  Name, 
though  their  Meafures  were  ever  fo 
contrary  to  one  another. 

Henry  founded  King’s  College  in 
Cambridge,  and  Eton  College  near 
Windfor.  And  it  was  about  this 
Time,  that  the  Art  of  Printing,  be¬ 
ing  found  out  by  John  Guttenburghen 
at  Mentz.  in  Germany,  was  brought 
into  England  by  Caxton. 
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D  WAR  D  Earl  of  March, 
Son  of  Richard  Duke  of  York, 
who  was  {lain  in  the  Battle  of 
Wakefield ,  was  about  nineteen  Years 
old  when  he  was  proclaimed  King, 
on  March  5,  1461,  in  the  Room  of 
Henry  VI.  by  Virtue  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  Kind  of  Eleftion  :  For  the 
Earl  of  W  'arwick  having  drawn  up 
his  Troops  in  St.  John  s  Fields,  and 
caufed  the  People,  who  came  out  to 
fee  them,  to  form  a  Ring,  flood  in  the 
Midale,  and  alked  them  with  a  loud 
Voice,  firft,  whether  they  would 
have  Henry  of  Lancafier  for  King  ? 
They  all  cried,  No,  no.  Then  he 
demanded  of  them.  Whether  they 
would  have  Edward,  Son  of  the 
late  Duke  of  York,  for  their  King? 
To  which  the  whole  Multitude  an- 
flvered  with  loud  Acclamations  ex¬ 
prefling  their  Aflent.  This  done, 
he  aflembled  a  great  Council  of  the 
Nobles  and  Magiftrates  in  and  about 
London ,  who  declared,  that  the  Crown 
was  devolved  upon  Edward,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  made  him  an  Offer  of  it ; 
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which,  with  a  great  Shew  of  Mo-*- 
defty,  he  accepted.  He  began  his 
Reign  with  an  Aft  of  Cruelty,  in 
caufing  a  Tradefman  of  London  to  be 
executed,  for  faying  he  would  make 
his  Son  Heir  to  the  Crown,  mean¬ 
ing,  as  it  is  faid,  his  own  Floufe, 
which  had  that  Sign. 

A  few  Days  after  Edward  was 
proclaimed,  he  put  himfelf  at  the 
Head  of  his  Army,  conflfting  of 
40,000  Men,  in  order  to  march  a- 
gainft  Queen  Margaret,  whofe  Ar¬ 
my  in  the  North  was  increafed  to 
60,000.  And  having  fecured  the 
Paflage  at  Ferribridgc,  and  recovered 
it  again  after  having  been  beat  from 
thence,  he  gained  a  complea$  Victo¬ 
ry  over  the  Queen’s  Army,  in  a  great 
Battle  between  Caxton  and  Yowtort 
in  Yorkjhire,  which  was  fought  on 
Palm-Sunday,  and  continued  from 
Morning  to  Night,  in  which,  it  is 
faid,  near  37,000  loft  their  Lives. 
Henry  and  Margaret,  Who  ftaid  at 
York  to  wait  the  Il'fue  of  the  Battle, 
retired  to  Berwick ,  and  from  thence 
O  to 
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to  Edinburgh  :  And  Edward  coming 
to  York,  took  down  the  Heads  of 
his  Father  and  the  Earl  of  Salijbury, 
and  cauled  thoi'e  of  the  Earl  or  De- 
•vonjhire  and  fome  others,  he  had 
taken  in  the  .Battle  and  beheaded, 
to  be  fixed  up  in  their  Room.  Then 
he  returned  to  London,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  was 
foltmnly  crowned  on  the  29th. 

Shortly  after,  King  Edward  called 
a  Parliament,..whic'h  approved  of  his 
Coronation,  confirmed  his  Title,  and 
repealed  all  the  Ads  that  had  been 
made  againft  the  Houfe  of  York .  In 
th:s  Parliament,  .the  King  created. 
George  his  eldeil  Brother,  Duke  of 
Clarence,  and  Richard  his  younger 
Brother,  Duke  of  Gloucejler^ 

Edward  was  folicitous  to  conclude 
a  Truce  with  Scotland,  in  order  to 
prevent  Henry  and  his  Queen  from 
having  any  Affiftance  from  thence. 
But  Margaret,  to  break  his  Mea- 
fures,  delivered  up  Berwick  to  the 
Scots,  and  concluded  a  Marriage  be¬ 
tween  Prince  Edward  her  Son,  and 
Margaret,  Sifter  to  King  James  III. 
But  as  there  were  violent  Factions 
in  Scotland  at  this  Time,  King  Ed¬ 
ward  concluded  a  Treaty  with  the 
Earl  of  Rojs,  and  thole  of'his  Party, 
in  order  to  ftir  up  new  Troubles 
there. 

Queen  Margaret  had  gone  over 
to  France  to  folicit  Succours  from 
: Lewis  XI.  which  having  obtained, 
dhe  entered  Northumberland,  with 
Henry,  and  the  prince  her  Son,  in 
1463.  She  had  alfo  fome  Affiftance 
from  the  Scots,  and  her  Army  daily 
increafed  by  the  Coming-in  of  the 
Englijh  in  the  Northern  Parts,  fo 
that  it  foon  became  very  confidera- 
ble.  Edward  immediately  lent  the 
Lord  Montague,  Brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  to  oppofe  their  Pal- 
fage,  defigning  to  follow  himself 
with  a  greater  Force.  Montague,  in 
h's  March,  met  with  a  Detachment 
of  the  Enemy,  under  the  Lords  Hmi- 
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gerford  and  Rofs,  which  he  attacked 
and  totally  routed.  And  then  march¬ 
ing  on  to  Hexham,  he  furprized 
Henry  in  his  Entrenchments,  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  compleat  Victory.  The 
Dukes  of  Somerfet,  Rofs,  and  Hun- 
gerford,  were  taken  Prifoners  and 
beheaded,  with  feveral  other  Offi¬ 
cers  of  Note.  But  Henry ,  Margaret, 
and  their  Son,  efcaped  and  fled  into 
Scotland.  As  a  Reward  for  thefe 
great  Services,  Edward  created  the 
Lord  Montague  a  Marquefs,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  made  William  Her¬ 
bert  Ekirl  of  Pembroke.  Soon  after 
he  concluded  a  Truce  with  France, 
with  tile  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  and 
with  Scotland. 

Henry  and  Margaret  being  thus 
aeferted  by  thoi'e,  who  alone  were 
able  to  affift  them,  were  in  the  ut- 
moft  Perplexity.  The  poor  depofed 
King  fearing  to  flay  any  longer  in 
Scotland,  came  privately  into  Eng¬ 
land,  hoping  to  conceal  himfelf  there 
till  he  fhould  have  an  Opportunity 
of  efcaping  by  Sea.  But  unhappi¬ 
ly  being  difeovered  and  feized  at 
Waddington- Hall  in  Lancajhire,  vvhilft 
he  was  at  Dinner,  he  was  in  an  ig¬ 
nominious  Manner  conduced  to 
London,  and  confined  in  the  Yower. 
It  is  thought  Queen  Margaret,  with 
her  Son,  intended  alfo  to  conceal 
herfelf  in  England,  from  a  Story  re¬ 
lated  by  Monjlrelet,  who  fays,  that 
as  they  were  travelling,  they  fell 
into  the  Hands  of  Robbers,  who 
would  have  killed  them,  if  their 
quarrelling  about  fnaring  the  Booty 
had  not  given,  them  an  Opportunity 
to  efcape  into  a  Wood;  where  they 
would  have  perifhed  with  Hunger, 
if  a  Peafant  had  not  accidentally 
met  them,  and  conduced  them  to 
the  Sea-Side.  Whether  this  Adven¬ 
ture  be  true  or  not,  Margaret,  after 
her  leaving  Scotland,  went  over  with 
the  young  Prince  to  Rene  of  Anjou, 
her  Father. 

King  Edward,  now  having  no 

Enemies 


EDWARD 


knemies  to  oppbfe  him,  confifcated 
the  Eftates  of  the  Lancajlrians ,  who 
refufed  to  make  their  Submiffion  by 
a  Time  prefixed,  and  bellowed  them 
on  his  Friends :  After  which,  he 
ftudied  to  make  himfelf  popular,  and 
by  all  Manner  of  Ways  to  gain  the 
Affedtion  of  his  Subjects.  He  even 
granted  an  abfolute  Pardon  to  all 
Henry's  Friends,  excepting  only  Ralph 
Grey,  and  Humphry  Nevil. 

In  1464,  the  King  fent  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  to  demand  for  him  in 
Marriage,  Bona  of  Savoy,  Sifter  to 
the  Queeii  of  France ;  who  actually 
Concluded  a  Treaty  with  the  King 
of  France  for  that  Purpofe.  But 
whilft  this  Affair  was  negotiating, 
he  happened  to  fall  defperately  in 
Love  with  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of 
Sir  Richard  Woodville,  and  Widow 
of  Sir  John  Grey  :  And  finding  he 
could  not  gratify  his  Defire  without 
marrying  her,  he  made  her  his  Wife, 
notwithftanding  all  the  Arguments 
the  Duchefs  of  York  his  Mother 
made  ufe  of  to  diffuade  him  from  it. 
Immediately  Sir  Richard  Woodville, 
the  Queen’s  Father,  was  created  Earl 
of  Rivers,  and  foon  after  he  was  made 
Treafurer  and  High-Conftable  of 
England:  And  Anthony  Woodville, 
his  Son,  was  married  to  the  richeft 
Heirefs  in  England.  Thefe  Things 
were  attended  with  very  ill  Confe- 
quences.  The  Marriage  itfelf,  fo 
much  below  the  Dignity  of  a  King, 
Was  difagreeable  to  the  Nation. 
The  Favours  heaped  on  the  Queen’s 
Relations  raifed  the  Jealoufy  of  the 
Nobles,  and  particularly  of  the 
Duke  of  Clarence,  theKing’sBrother. 
And,  what  was  worft  of  all,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  provoked  at  the  Af¬ 
front  put  upon  him  by  this  Mar¬ 
riage,  when  he  had  juft  concluded 
One  in  France,  became  Edward's 
mortal  Enemy,  and  as  he  had  fet 
him  on  the  Throne,  was  refolved  to 
ufe  his  utmoft  Efforts  to  pull  him 
down, 
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Fie  began  to  form  this  Project  of 
dethroning  Edward,  loon  after  the 
Affair  of  the  Marriage,  but  was 
obliged  to  keep  it  fecret,  till  he 
thought  himfelf  in  a  Condition  to 
attempt  it.  In  the  mean  Time,  he 
withdrew  from  Court,  and  was  ai- 
moft  forgot.  '  Though  Edward  knew 
he  was  greatly  difgufted,  he  did  not 
imagine  he  had  any  fuch  Defign  in 
View  ;  and  it  was  not  till  about  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year  1469,  that 
the  Earl  thought  himfelf  able  to  be¬ 
gin  the  Execution  of  his  Projedt.  In 
order  to  this,  he  had  gained  over 
his  two  Brothers,  the  Archbilhop  of 
York,  and  t,he  Marquefs  of  Monta¬ 
gue-,  and  not  long  after  found  Means 
to  engage  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  the 
King’s  Brother,  in  the  Plot.  This 
Confederacy  being  formed,  before 
they  declared  thfemfelVes  c  pcnly, 
they,  by  Means  of  their  Friends, 
ftirred  up  a  formidable  Infurredtion 
in  Yorkjhire.  What  made  the  Peo¬ 
ple  fo  ready  to  rife  in  Arms,  was 
but  a  trivial  Affair,  their  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  contribute  to  a  publick 
Hofpital,  which  they  deemed  an 
Impofition  in  order  to  enrich  the 
Directors.  But  it  foon  appeared  that 
Warwick,  and  his  Friends,  made 
ufe  of  this  as  an  Handle  to  llir  up 
the  People,  and  wei-e  under  hand 
the  chief  Fomenters  of  this  Rebel¬ 
lion.  The  King  imagined  that  fome 
Friends  to  the  Houie  of  Lancajler 
had  fet  thefe  Commotions  on  foot, 
but  did  not,  in  the  leaft,  fufpedl  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  .and  his  Brother. 
He  ordered  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  Governor  of  Wales,  to  uraw 
together  what  Forces  he  could,  and 
march  againft  the  Malcontents,  as 
they  wete  advancing  towards  Lon¬ 
don,  and  afterwards  retiring  to  War¬ 
wick.  The  two  Armies  met  near 
Banbury  in  Oxfordjhire,  where  a  Bat¬ 
tle  was  fought,  in  which  Pembroke 
was  defeated,  and  being  taken,  was 
beheaded  by  the  Rebels,  together 
O  2  with 
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with  Sir  Richard  Herbert  his  Bro¬ 
ther.  There  was  an  Infurredlion  of 
much  the  fame  Nature  in  North- 
amptonjhire,  where  the  Malcontents 
went  in  a  tumultuous  Manner  to  a 
Manfion-Houfe  of  the  Earl  of  Ri¬ 
vers,  the  Queen’s  Father,  feized 
him,  and  beheaded  him  at  North¬ 
ampton. 

The  King  was  fo  far  from  fuf- 
pecting  Warwick  and  his  Brother, 
that  he  gave  them  a  Commiflion  to 
levy  Troops,  in  order  to  oppofe  the 
Rebels.  They  made  ufe  of  this 
Commiflion  to  raife  Forces,  but  in- 
Head  of  afting  againft  the  Rebels, 
they  declared  for  them.  The  King 
hereupon  marched  againft  them  in 
Perfon,  and  when  the  two  Armies 
came  near  one  another,  whilft  a  Ne¬ 
gotiation  was  on  foot,  in  order  to 
an  Accommodation,  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  attacked  the  King’s  Camp 
unawares  in  the  Night,  put  them  in 
the  utmoft  Confufion,  and  took  the 
King  Prifoner,  who  was  conduced 
to  Middleham-Cajlle  in  Yorkfoire,  and 
put  under  the  Cuftody  of  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  York.  This  was  in  1470. 

Warwick  now  thought  his  Bufi- 
nefs  as  good  as  done.  But  how  fur- 
prized  was  he,  when  he  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  Edward  had  found 
Means,  by  bribing  his  Guard,  to 
efcape  from  his  Confinement,  and 
that  he  was  actually  arrived  in  Lon¬ 
don ,  which  the  Earl  had  taken  no 
Care  to  fecure,  as  not  apprehending, 
in  the  leaft,  fuch  a  fudden  Turn  of 
Affairs!  An  Accommodation  was 
attempted  by  fome  Lords  of  a  peace¬ 
able  Difpofition,  but  that  coming  to 
nothing,  both  Sides  began  again  to 
prepare  for  War,  and  to  raife  Forces 
with  all  imaginable  Diligence  : 
For  Edward's  Army  had  been  dif- 
perfed  by  the  late  Surprize,  and 
Warwick  thought  himfelf  fo  fecure, 
in  having  the  King  his  Prifoner,  that 
he  had  difbatfded  th$  fceft  Parf  of 
his  Troops. 
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Sir  Robert  Wells  was  fent  by  the 
Earl  to  raife  Forces  in  Lincolnjhin, 
whilft  he  and  Clarence  did  the  fame 
in  other  Counties.  As  Wells  had 
great  Intereft  in  that  County,  he  was 
foon  at  the  Head  of  a  confiderable 
Army.  The  King  hereupon  was 
refolved  to  attack  him,  before  he 
had  joined  the  other  two  ;  and  fo 
falling  upon  him,  near  Stamford, 
routed  his  whole  Army,  and  put 
them  to  Flight,  with  the  Slaughter 
of  10,000  of  them,  and  Wells  him¬ 
felf  was  taken  and  beheaded.  This 
Attion  was  called.  The  Battle  of  Loje- 
Coat  Field,  from  the  Lincolnjhire-Men 
throwing  off  their  Coats,  in  order 
to  run  away  the  falter. 

Warwick  and  Clarence,  who  had 
not  yet  compleated  their  Levies, 
were  thunder-ftruck  at  this  Defeat, 
and  hearing  that  the  King  was  on 
the  March  to  attack  them,  they  had 
no  other  Courfe  to  take,  but  to  re¬ 
tire  into  France,  and  there  concert 
new  Meafures.  Being  arrived  there, 
they  waited  on  King  Lewis,  who 
promifed  them  a  powerful  Aid.  But 
it  was  neceffary  alfo,  that  they 
lhould  enter  into  an  Alliance  with 
Queen  Margaret,  in  order  to  rellore 
Henry,  as  that  would  be  the  beft 
Pretence  for  dethroning  Edward. 
And  thus  mutual  Intereft  made  the 
Queen  and  Warwick  Friends,  be¬ 
tween  whom  there  had  been  before 
the  greateft  Enmity.  In  the  mean 
Time  Edward,  though  he  had  In¬ 
telligence  from  the  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  of  what  was  contriving  againft 
him  in  France,  took  very  little  No¬ 
tice  of  the  Matter,  but  followed  his 
Pleafures,  to  which  he  was  extremely 
addicted. 

Lewis  having  fumilhed  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  with  Money  and  Troops, 
fet  Sail  with  the  Duke  of  Clarence , 
and  landed  at  Dartmouth.  By  th6 
Coming-in  of  the  People,  he  foon 
found  his  Army  increafed  to  60,000. 
H«  forthwith  proclaimed  Henry  VI. 
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•and  marched  in  Purfuit  of  Edward, 
who  fled  before  him,  and  with  great 
difficulty  embarked,  and  took  Re¬ 
fuge  in  Holland.  The  two  Chiefs 
‘entered  London  in  Triumph,  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  October,  1470  ;  and  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  repairing  to  the 
Tower,  releafed  King  Henry,  after  a 
fix  Years  Imprifonment,  who  was 
folemnly  proclaimed  on  the  14th,  as 
again  afcending  the  Throne.  Thus 
the  Earl  reftored  Henry,  whom  he  had 
before  depofed  to  fet  up  Edward ; 
■and  was,  on  thefe  Accounts,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  King-Maker . 

I  A  Parliament  was  now  called, 
which  met  on  Nov.  zo  ;  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  falutary  Principle, 
by  which  we  have  feen  that  thofe 
Aflemblies  ailed,  of  always  fiding 
with  the  Strongejl,  voted  Edward  a 
Traitor  and  Ulurper,  confifcated  all 
his  Eltate,  and  annulled  all  the  Ails 
made  in  his  Reign.  .'They  alfo  de¬ 
clared  all  thofe  to  be  Rebels  and 
Traitors,  who  had  borne  Arms  in 
Defence  of  Edward's  pretended 
Right.  Thus  this  Parliament  undid 
all  that  Edward's  Parliament  had 
done. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy,  to  whom 
Edward  had  fled  for  Protection, 
after  feveral  Debates  within  himfelf, 
refolved  to  affilt  him  in  regaining 
the  Crown.  Accordingly,  having 
furnilhed  him  with  fome  Ships,  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  a  fmall  Body  of  Men,  Ed¬ 
ward  fet  Sail  from  Vere,  about  the 
Middle  of  March,  1 47 1 ,  and  landed 
at  Ravenfpur  in  Yorkjbire.  He  was 
received  but  coldly  at  firil,  and 
therefore  pretending  he  was  only 
come  to  claim  his  own  private  Eflate, 
he  took  only  the  Title  of  Duke  of 
York,  and  folemnly  owned  Henry  for 
his  Sovereign.  When  he  came  to 
York,  the  Magillrates  refufed  to  open 
their  Gates  to  him ;  but  the  Peo¬ 
ple  compelled  them  to  it,  upon  his 
promifing  not  to  hurt  the  City,  and 
that  he  would  continue  faithful  to 
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King  Henry.  Though  he  ftaid  not 
long  at  York,  his  Army  was  greatly 
incrcafed,  and  he  refolved  to  march 
towards  London.  In  the  mean  Time, 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  went  and  en¬ 
camped  at  Coventry,  expecting  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  to  come  and  join 
him  with  his  Troops.  But  as  Ed¬ 
ward  had,  fome  Time  ago,  private¬ 
ly  won  over  his  Brother  the  Duke, 
who  promifed  to  defert  Warwick, 
whenever  he  could  do  it  with  Ad¬ 
vantage,  he  was  now  as  good  as 
his  Word ;  and  the  two  Brothers 
joining  their  Forees,  left  Warwick 
behind,  and  marched  dire&ly  for 
London  ;  where  Edward's  Party  pre¬ 
vailing,  upon  the  News  of  his  Ap¬ 
proach,  the  Inhabitants  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  receive  him  :  And  fo  he  en¬ 
tered  the  City  on  the  1 1  th  of  April , 
amidft  the  loud  Acclamations  of  the 
People ;  and  Henry,  after  a  feven 
Months  Phantom  of  a  Reign,  was 
fent  again  to  the  Tower. 

Thus  Edward  was  again  on  the 
Throne,  but  he  could  not  be  faid 
to  be  eftablifhed,  whilfl  the  Earl  of 
W arwick  remained  unfubdued.  Two 
Days  after  his  coming  to  London,  he 
put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his  Ar¬ 
my,  and  advanced  to  meet  the  Earl, 
w'ho  was  marching  towards  London, 
and  come  as  far  as  St.  Alban's.  Both 
Armies  continuing  their  March, 
they  met  each  other  at  Barnet. 
Here  a  dreadful  Battle  was  fought 
on  April  14th,  being  Eajler-Day , 
which  began  early  in  the  Morning 
and  continued  till  Noon,  both  Sides 
fighting  with  the  greateft  Obftinacy 
and  Refolution,  till  Warwick’s  Ar¬ 
my,  overpowered  by  Numbers,  was 
put  to  the  Rout,  great  Numbers  be¬ 
ing  {lain  on  the  Spot,  with  the  Earl 
himfelf,  and  the  Marquefs  of  Mon¬ 
tague  his  Brother. 

Queen  Margaret,  with  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  her  Son,  W2S  juft  arrived  from 
France.  This  Princefs,  who  had  hi¬ 
therto  fhewn  the  utmoft  Firmnefs 
O  3  of 
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of  Mind  amidft  all  the  Turns  of  For¬ 
tune,  was  fo  furprized  at  the  News 
of  this  fatal  Blow,  that  fhe  fell  into 
a  SwGon,  and  abandoning  herfelf  to 
Grief  and  Defpair,  took  San&uaiy 
at  the  Abbey  of  Beaulieu  in  Ham.p- 
Jhire.  But  the  Duke  of  SomerJ'et,  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke ,  and  other  Lords 
her  Friends,  perfuading  her  to  try 
her  Fortune  once  more,  by  putting 
the  Prince  of  Wales  her  Son  at  the 
Head  of  an  Army,  Ihe  confentedj 
and  thofe  Lords,  in  a  very  IhortTime, 
got  together  a  good  Number  of 
Troops,  which  being  joined  by  the 
fcattered  Remains  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick's,  made  up  no  inconfidera- 
ble  Body.  The  King,  being  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  thefe  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  loft  no  Time,  but  refolved 
to  attack  them  before  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke  Ihould  join  them  with  the 
Troops  he  had  been  railing  in  Wales. 
And  fo  .coming  up  with  them  at 
Tcwkejbury ,  where  they  had  intrench¬ 
ed  themfelves  in  Halle,  eighteen  Days 
after  the  Battle  of  Barnet,  he  en¬ 
tered  their  Camp,  and  entirely  rout¬ 
ed  them  with  a  terrible  Slaughter. 
The  Queen,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  Duke  of  SomerJet,  were  taken. 
The  Iaft  was  beheaded.  The  Prince, 
then  eighteen  Fears  old,  was  ftabbed 
to  Death  in  coo!  Blood,  by  the  Dukes 
of  Clarence  and  Gloucefter,  the  Earl 
of  Dcrfet,  and  the  Lord  Hajlings  ; 
at  lealt,  in  their  Prefence.  And 
Queen  Margaret  was  imprifoned  in 
the  Tower,  where  Ihe  remained  till, 
yr in  1475,  the  was  ranfomed  by  Lewis 
XI.  for  50,000  Crowns. 

The  Bat  le  of  Tewkejbury which 
was  the  twelfth  in  the  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  Two  Rofes,  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Murder  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  King  Henry  VI.  in  the  50th 
Year  of  his  Age.  Edward  thinking 
he  Ihould  never  be  at  Peace,  whilft 
that  Prince  was  alive,  refolved  at 
jail  to  facrilice  him,  innocent  as  he 
was,  to  his  own  Security.  The 
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Duke  of  Glouccjler ,  Edward's  Bro¬ 
ther,  a  Man  of  a  cruel  and  bloody 
Difpofition,  undertook  to  difpatch 
him,  and,  it  is  faid,  ftabbed  him 
with  his  own  Hand  in  the  Tower. 
His  Body  was  buried  in  the  Abbey 
of  Cbertfey ,  but  afterwards  removed 
to  Windjor. 

J after  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pembroke , 
hearing  of  the  Defeat  at  Tewkejbury, 
and  thinking  it  in  vain  any  longer 
to  oppole  King  Edward,  diimiffed 
his  Troops,  and  ftaid  home  Time 
with  the  Earl  of  Richmond  his  Ner 
phew,  in  Wales,  where  they  had 
great  intereft  and  Credit.  But  Ed¬ 
ward  making  ufe  of  all  his  Arts  to 
get  them  leized,  or  made  away  with, 
they  embarked  for  France  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  drove  on  the  Goaf,  of  Bretagne, 
were  detained  there  by  the  Duke. 
The  Earl  of  Richmond  being  the 
only  Prince  that  was  left  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lancafier,  who  could  lay 
any  Claim  to  the  Crown,  King 
Edward  was  very  preffing  in  de¬ 
manding  him  of  the  Duke  of  Bre¬ 
tagne  ;  who  at  firil  refused,  and 
at  iength  delivered  him  to  the  Eng- 
lijh  Arnbaffadors  :  But  knowing  Ed¬ 
ward's  Deftgn  was  to  facrihee  him, 
he  repented  of  what  he  had  done, 
and  got  him  out  of  the  Arnbaffadors 
Hands  again,  juft  as  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  embark.  Thus  the  carl  was 
preferved  by  a  Sort  of  Miracle,  who 
was  one  Day  to  alcend  the  Throne 
of  England. 

King  Edward ,  being  now  firmly 
eftabbihed  on  the  Throne,  fpent  a 
great  Part  of  his  Time  in  negoti¬ 
ating  Truces  and  Alliances  with  fo- 
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reign  Princes  and  States  •  as  the  Kings 
of  Scotland,  Denmark,  Cajiile,  and 
Portugal ;  and  in  fettling  the  Diffe¬ 
rences  between  the  Eng  lijh  and  the 
Har.fe-Towns  ;  which  was  aplaft  hap¬ 
pily  effefted. 

Lewis  XL  being  at  War  with  the 
Duke  of  Biagundv,  offered  King  Ed¬ 
ward  a  Truce,  left  he  fhould  afiill 
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„the  faid  Duke:  And  Edward  con¬ 
sented  to  it,  only  till  the  State  of 
•his  Kingdom  would  permit  him  to 
;be  revenged  on  Lewis,  for  affift- 
.ing  Queen  Margaret.  At  length 
a  Truce  being  concluded  between 
Lewis  and  the  Duke,  the  latter  em¬ 
ployed  his  Arms  to  enlarge  his  Do¬ 
minions  on  the  Side  of  Germany. 
But  Lewis  did  all  he  could  under¬ 
hand  to  obftruft  him  in  his  Defigns. 
This  put  him  upon  entering  into 
an  Alliance  with  King  Edward,  in 
order  jointly  to  carry  the  War  into 
France  ;  which  was  what  Edward 
wanted,  and  was  now  in  a  Condition 
to  undertake.  Accordingly  he  palled 
over  with  his  Army  into  France,  in 
1475.  But  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
(whole  Defign,  it  is  likely,  was  only 
to  caufe  Edward  to  make  a  Diver- 
fion  in  France,  in  order  to  prevent 
Lewis  from  interrupting  his  Projects 
in  Germany)  not  joining  him,  as  he 
had  promifed,  and  the  Conftable  of 
St.  Paul,  who  had  promifed  to  de¬ 
liver  him  up  St.  Quentin,  not  be- 
ing  as  good  as  his  Word,  Edward 
thought  fit  to  confent  to  a  Peace, 
of  which  Lewis  made  the  firft  Of¬ 
fers,  and  which  was  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Monarchs,  by  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  at  Amiens,  andfworn  to  at 
an  Interview  between  them,  on  the 
Bridge  of  Pequigny.  And  fo  Ed¬ 
ward,  after  all  his  great  Preparati¬ 
ons,  returned  to  England,  without 
doing  any  Thing  at  all.  But  this 
was,  in  a  great  Meafure,  owing  to 
the  rich  Prelents  Lewis  bellowed  on 
Edward’s  principal  Courtiers,  and 
the  Penfions  he  privately  afiigned 
them.  And  the  fame  Thing  hindered 
him  from  interpofing  in  the  Affairs 
of  France,  when  the  Good  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  of  all  Europe,  required  it, 
upon  Lewis' s  leizing  a  great  Part 
ot  the  Burgundy  Dominions,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  Polfelfion  of  the 
reft,  after  the  Duke’s  Death,  in  Pre¬ 
judice  of  his  Daughter  and  Heirefs, 


199 

Maria,  who  was  afterwards  married 
to  Maximilian  of  Aujlria,  Son  to 
the  Emperor  Frederick. 

The  King,  not  content  with  his 
Severity  againft  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Lancajlrian  Party,  and  even  thofe 
of  a  lower  Rank,  in  executing,  im¬ 
moderately  fining,  imprifoning  and 
banilhing  great  Numbers  of  them, 
compleated  the  Tragedy  in  the  Year 
1478,  by  the  Death  of  his  own 
Brother,  the  Duke  of  Clarence.  The 
King  was  never  heartily  reconciled 
to  him  for  joining  with  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  to  dethrone  him,  thougi 
he  was  afterwards  the  chief  Means 
of  his  reafeending  the  Throne;  and 
accordingly  he  neglefted  him  as 
much  as  ever.  The  Duke  was 
haughty  and  ambitious,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  hafty  and  paifionate,  and 
too  free  and  unguarded  in  his  Ex- 
prefilons,  He  would  often  make 
levere  Refieftions  on  the  King,  and 
among  other  Things,  it  is  laid,  he 
hinted  that  he  was  a  Ballard.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  he  had  made  the 
Queen  his  Enemy,  and  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejler,  who  was  clofe  and  re- 
ferved,  and  ftuck  at  nothing  to  come 
to  the  main  Point  he  had  in  View', 
which  was  no  lefs  than  the  Crown, 
joining  with  her  and  the  reft  of 
Clarence's  Enemies,  fpared  no  Pains 
in  giving  the  King  an  ill  Opinion  of 
him,  as  a  Perfon  dangerous  to  his 
Crown  and  Life.  At  laft  his  Death 
was  refolved  on,  the  Manner  of  which 
was  fomewhat  extraordinary  ;  for  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  drowned  in  a 
Butt  of  Malmfsy  M  ine. 

Edward,  inftead  of  aflifting  Maxi¬ 
milian  of.  Aujlria,  who  was  endea¬ 
vouring  to  recover  the  Burgundy 
Dominions,  fuffered  himfelt  to  be 
abufed  and  managed  by  the  King 
of  France,  or  rather  by  his  own 
Minifters  whom  Lewis  had  bribed  ; 
and  having  now  no  Inclination  for 
War,  devoted  himfelf  wholly  to  his 
Plealures,  which  were  fo  profufe, 
6  4  thu* 
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that  they  were  more  expenfive  than 
War  itfelf,  and  put  him  upon  ex¬ 
torting  Money  from  his  Subjects  by 
very  cruel  Methods. 

Lewis  continued  to  amufe  Ed¬ 
ward,  left  he  fiiould  join  with  Maxi¬ 
milian,  till  he  had  clandellinely  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  Scots  to  break  the 
Truce  with  England ;  which  they 
did  in  1481,  and  made  an  Irruption 
into  the  Borders,  which  came  to  no 
more  than  the  carrying  off  fome 
Booty.  However,  the  Duke  of 
Ciloucejler,  marched  with  an  Army 
into  Scotland,  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  Edinburgh  ;  where  having  obliged 
King  James  to  keep  the  Truce,  and 
to  reitore  Berwick,  which  Queen 
Margaret  had  given  up,  there  was 
an  End  of  this  Affair.  It  muft  be 
obferved,  that  James  III.  hated  by 
his  People,  and  especially  by  the 
Nobility,  for  his  tyrannical  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  had  of  his  own  Head,  or 
by  the  foie  Advice  of  his  odious  Fa¬ 
vourites,  broken  the  Truce  with  Eng¬ 
land',  but  all  at  the  private  Inftiga- 
tion  of  the  King  of  France. 

This  Treachery  of  Lewis  opened 
Edward's,  Eyes,  and  made  him  re- 
folve  on  a  War  with  'France,  after 
he  had  let  many  fair  Opportunities 
flip.  Befides,  the  French  King  had, 
ever  fince  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
artfully  fhifted  off  the  Marriage  of 
the  Dauphin  with  the  Princefs  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  eldeft  Daughter  of  Edward, 
which  was  one  of  the  Articles  of 
that  Treaty;  and  now  he  at  laft 
managed  Matters  fo  dexteroufly  with 
the  Flemings,  that  he  married  him 
to  Margaret,  Daughter  of  Maximi¬ 
lian  and  Maria,  againft  the  Will  of 
her  Father.  Edward,  enraged  at 
having  been  thus  impofed  upon,  was 
fully  bent  on  the  War,  how  little 
Likelihood  foever  there  was  of  Suc- 
cefs,  in  the  Circumftances  he  was  in 
at  this  Time.  But  in  the  Midft  of 
his  Preparations,  Death  put  an  End 
to  all  his  Projects.  He  was  feized 
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with  a  violent  Fever,  moft  probably 
the  Effed  of  a  Surfeit,  which  car¬ 
ried  him  off,  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1483,  in  the  forty-fecond  Year  of 
his  Age,  and  twenty-third  of  his 
Reign. 

His  good  Fortune  may  be  ad¬ 
mired,  if  we  confider  in  what  Cir¬ 
cumftances  he  obtained  the  Crown, 
and  recovered  it  after  he  had  loft  it, 
and  that  he  was  vidtorious  in  every 
Battle  he  fought  in  Perfon.  But  he 
is  blamed  by  all  for  his  Cruelty,  in 
caufing  fo  many  to  be  executed,  after 
he  had  taken  them  in  Battle,  and 
the  Breach  of  Faith  he  was  fome- 
times  guilty  of  on  thefe  Occafions. 
And  the  Murder  of  King  Henry,  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales  his  Son,  as  well 
as  of  his  own  Brother,  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  can  never  be  thought  of 
without  Horror,  however  it  may  be 
juftified  by  Reafons  of  State,  in 
which  Honour  and  Confcience  are 
feldom  regarded.  At  his  Acceflion 
to  the  Throne,  he  was  one  of  the 
handfomeft  Men  in  England,  per-^ 
haps  in  Europe.  He  had  a  noble  ' 
Mien,  a  free  and  affable  Deport¬ 
ment,  and  an  undaunted  Courage  : 
Which  Qualities,  joined  together, 
gained  him  fuch  Love  and  Efteem 
among  the  People,  as  very  much 
contributed  to  his  Succefs.  All  a- 
gree  that  he  was  exceftively  addidted 
to  his  Pleafures.  He  had  a  great 
many  Miftreffes,  among  whom  was 
Jane  Shore,  Wife  to  a  Citizen  of 
London.  Of  his  three  chief  Miftreffes 
he  faid,  that  one  was  the  merriejl , 
(meaning  Jane  Shore)  another  the 
wittiejl,  and  the  third  the  holiejl  Wo¬ 
man  in  the  World,  hecaufe  Jhe  would 
never  Jlir  out  of  the  Church,  but 
when  he  fent  for  her.  He  had  how¬ 
ever  nO  more  than  two  natural  Chil¬ 
dren,  which  were  by  Elizabeth  Lucy  ; 
Arthur,  created  Vifcount  Ulfe,  by 
Henry  VIII.  and  Elizabeth,  Wife  of 
Ehomas  Lumley. 

By  his  Queen,  Elizabeth,  he  had 

three 
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r  three  Sons  and  eight  Daughters,  of 
whom,  one  Son  and  two  Daughters 
.  died  in  their  Infancy.  His  Sons, 
who  furvived  him,  were  Edward, 

•  Prince  of  Wales,  who  fucceeded 
him,  and  Richard,  Duke  of  York. 
His  furviving  Daughters  were,  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  who  had  been  contra&ed  to 
the  Dauphin ,  and  was  at  length  mar¬ 
ried  to  King  Henry  VII.  Cicely, 
betrothed  to  the  Prince  of  Scotland, 
afterwards  the  Wife  of  the  Lord 
Wells :  Anne,  who  was  con  traded 
to  Philip,  Son  of  Maximilian  of 
!  Aufiria  and  Maria  of  Burgundy ; 

but  that  Match  not  fucceeding,  the 
.  married  Thomas  Howard,  Duke  of 
I  Norfolk  :  Bridget,  who  was  a  Nun  : 
i!  Mary,  who  was  promifed  to  the 
King  of  Denmark,  but  died  before 
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her  Marriage :  And  Catharine,  whofe 
Hufband  was  William  Courtney ,  Earl 
of  Devonjhire. 

In  Praife  of  King  Edward,  it 
muft  be  faid,  that  he  was  a  great 
Encourager  of  Trade,  particularly 
of  the  Woollen  Manufadlure.  He 
was  interred  at  Windfor,  in  the  Col¬ 
legiate  Chapel,  begun  by  him,  and 
finifhed  by  the  Lord  Reginald  Bray. 

Several  Men,  famous  in  their  Pro- 
felfions,  flourifhedin  his  Reign,  par¬ 
ticularly  Thomas  Littleton,  Judge  of 
the  Common-Pleas,  and  John  For- 
tefcue.  Judge,  and  Chancellor  of 
England.  In  the  laft  Year  of  King 
Edward,  Thomas  Parr  was  born  in 
Shrop/hire,  whom  we  lhall  hereafter 
find  remarkable  for  his  great  Age, 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
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TH I  S  Prince  was  about  1 2 
Years  old,  when  his  Father 
Edward  IV.  died  ;  upon 
which  he  was  immediately  proclaim- 
jed  King,  though  he  was  never 
crowned.  He  bore  the  Royal  Title 
but  for  a  very  IhortTime,  no  more 
than  two  Months,  and  1 2  Days ; 
which  can  fcarce  be  called  a  Reign, 
as  it  was  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
Artifices  of  his  Uncle,  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejier ,  to  deprive  him  of  the 
Crown,  and  place  it  upon  his  own 
Head ;  in  which  he  but  too  well 
Succeeded,  through  fuch  a  Series  of 
artful  Wiles  and  cunning  Difiirnu- 
lation,  and  fuch  horrid  Violence, 
(Cruelty  and  Injullice,  as  can  fcarce 
be  parallelled.  Though  he  fo  foon 
arrived  at  the  Point  his  Ambition 
had  in  View,  yet  he  proceeded  cau- 
tioufly,  opening  himielf  by  Degrees, 
and  not  letting  his  mcll  trufiy  Con¬ 
fidents  into  the  Secret  of  his  grand 
Defign,  till  Matters  were  ripe  to  put 
it  in  Execution. 

The  State  of  the  Court  before. 


and  at  young  Edward’s  Acceflion, 
tended  very  much  to  forward  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejier  s  Project.  The 
Queen,  by  her  Influence  over  the 
late  King,  had  get  all  her  Relations 
and  Favourites  promoted  to  Titles 
and  Honours,  which  occafioned  the 
invidicusDifiindticns  between  the  old 
and  the  new  Nobility.  The  latter 
bore  all  the  Sway  at  Court,  and  the 
former  were  by  Degrees,  as  it  were, 
banilhed  from  thence  ;  all,  except 
Henry  Stafford  Duke  of  Buckingham , 
the  Lord  Stanley ,  and  the  Lord  Hajl- 
ings,  who  were  hearty  Friends  to 
Edward IV.  efpecially  the  two  lat¬ 
ter,  though  they  had  no  Refpeft  for 
the  Queen.  The  Duke  of  Gloucejier, 
to  keep  fair  with  both  Parties,  in  his 
Brother’s  Life-Time,  publickly  made 
his  Court  to  the  Queen,  but  in  pri¬ 
vate  joined  with  the  old  Nobility, 
particularly  Buckingham ,  Stanley , 
and  Hajlings. 

Immediately,  upon  Edward's 
Death,  a  Contention  arofe  between 
the  two  Parties,  which  Ihould  be 
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Mailers  of  the  young  King’s  Perfon, 
And  confequemly  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Queen,  in  order  to  fe- 
eure  her  Power,  was  for  keeping 
him  in  her  and  her  Relations 
Hands  ;  and  the  antient  Nobility 
were  for  refcuing.him  from  them, 
that  by  that  Means  they  might  re¬ 
move  the  Queen  and  her  Relations 
from  the  Government.  The  young 
King  was  then  at  Ludlow  with  An¬ 
thony  Woodvilie,  Earl  of  Ri  vers,  the 
Queen’s  Brother,  whom  the  late 
King  had  appointed  his  Governor. 
The  Queen,  jealous  of  the  Deligns 
of  her  Enemies,  had  wrote  to  him 
to  raife  a  Body  of  Forces  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  new  King  fafe  to  Lon¬ 
don ,  in  order  to  be  crowned.  The 
Duke  of  Gloucejler  being  then  at 
York,  Buckingham  and  Haftings  fent 
to  him  immediately,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  King’s  Death,  and 
the  Queen’s  Proceedings,  earneitly 
prefling  him  to  take  Meafures  for 
getting  the  young  King  into  his 
Hands,  for  that  the  Government  of 
the  Realm  rightly  belonged  to  him, 
during  the  Minority.  It  appears 
pretty  plain,  by  every  Step  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejler,  that  from  this 
Time,  if  not  before,  he  defigned  to 
afeend  the  Thr  ne,  in  Prejudice  of 
his  two  Nephews.  He  wrote  back, 
defiring  the  two  Lords,  with  others 
of  their  Friends,  to  meet  him  at 
Northampton,  in  order  to  confer  to¬ 
gether  of  what  was  proper  to  be 
done.  Here  Gloucejler  having  ha¬ 
rangued  them  upon  the  Neceflity  of 
taking  the  King  from  his  Mother 
and  her  Relations,  it  was  agreed 
that  he  Ihould  try  to  perfuade  the 
Queen  to  order  the  Earl  of  Rivers, 
her  Brother,  to  difband  his  Forces. 
Accordingly  he  found  Means  tore- 
pretent  to  her  in  fuch  Manner  the 
Inexpediency  and  dangerous  Con- 
fequences  of  the  Meafure  Ihe  was 
taking,  and  how  it  would  excite 
the  Jealpufy  of  the  Nation,  that  fhe 
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was  prevailed  on  to  write  to  her 
Brother  to  difmifs  his  Troops ;  which 
he  did,  «pid  fet  out  with  the  King 
for  London,  attended  only  with  his 
Domefticks. 

When  they  came  near  North¬ 
ampton,  the  Dukes  of  Gloucejler  and 
Buckingham,  who  had  brought  a 
Number  of  armed  Men  into  the 
Town,  went  out  to  meet  the  King, 
and  paid  him  all  the  RefpeCt  due 
to  his  Dignity.  They  alfo  very 
much  carefTed  the  Earl  of  Rivers, 
till,  the  Scheme  they  had  formed  for 
that  Purpofe  fucceeding,  they  caufed 
him  to  be  arrelted,  together  with 
the  Lord  Grey,  the  Queen’s  Son  by 
her  former  Hufband,  Sir  Thomas 
Vaughan,  and  Sir  Richard  Haw/e, 
and  fent  them  Prifoners  to  Ponte- 
fraft,  under  the  Cuftody  of  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Ratcliff  the  Governor,  who 
lhortly  after,  by  the  Duke  of  Glou¬ 
cejler  %  Order,  caufed  them  to  be 
beheaded. 

Having  got  the  King  into  their 
Hands,  they  conducted  him  to  Lon¬ 
don,  paying  him  all  due  RefpeCt  as 
they  palled  along.  He  entered  the 
City,  on  the  4th  of  May,  amidft  the 
loud  Acclamations  of  the  People,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  great  many  Lords,  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejler  riding  before  him 
bare-headed  ;  after  which  he  was 
lodged  in  theBifhop’s  Palace.  Then 
the  Duke,  inftead  of  a  Parliament, 
v/hofe  Bufinefs  it  was,  fummoned  a 
great  Council  to  fettle  the  Govern¬ 
ment  during  the  King’s  Minority  j 
which  confiding  chiefly  of  the  ol* 
Nobility,  and  the  Duke’s  Friends, 
foon  declared  him  Proteftor  both  of 
the  King  and  Kingdom. 

The  Queen,  upon  hearing  what 
palfed  at  Northampton,  had  taken 
SanCluary,  with  the  Duke  of  York , 
her  other  Son,  about  nine  Years  old, 
and  the  reft  of  her  Family,  in  JVeJl- 
minjler- Abbey .  The  ProteCtor  could 
not  proceed  to  his  grand  Defign, 
without  getting  the  young  Duke 
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alfo  into  his  Hands  ;  which  he  did 
by  Means  of  the  Cardinal  Arch* 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  fent 
to  perfuade  the  Queen  to  deliver 
him  up.  She  at  firft  refufed,  being 
juftly  apprehenfive  of  the  Protedlor’s 
Defigns  ;  but,  at  laft,  being  told 
that  Force  would  be  made  ufe  of, 
if  lhe  did  not  comply,  lhe  parted 
with  him,  after  the  tendered  Caref- 
fes,  never  to  fee  him  more.  Upon 
Sight  of  him,  the  Protedlor  ran  to 
him  and  embraced  him,  feigning  the 
utmoft  Affedlion,  and  brought  him 
to  the  King,  who  was  overjoyed  to 
fee  his  Brother.  Soon  after,  he 
lodged  them  both  in  the  Tower,  from 
whence  the  Kings  ufed  formerly  to 
proceed  to  their  Coronation. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucejler  now 
thought  himfelf  in  a  Condition  to 
purfue  the  main  Projedl  of  his  Am¬ 
bition,  and  of  Protedtor  to  make 
himfelf  King.  To  this  End,  he 
communicated  his  Thoughts,  firft  to 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  came 
readily  into  the  Defign,  and  pufhed 
it  on  as  heartily  as  the  Protedlor 
himfelf.  Some  other  trufty  Fiiends 
were  let  into  the  Secret,  and  held 
frequent  Confultations  about  it  with 
the  Duke.  The  Lords  Hajlings  and 
Stanley  were  not  of  this  Number, 
though  they  had  hitherto  joined 
with  the  Duke,  not  thinking  he  de- 
jigned  to  proceed  any  farther.  Haf- 
tings,  in  particular,  had  hitherto 
been  very  ferviceable  to  him  ;  but 
as  he  was  known  to  have  a  great 
Affedlion  for  the  late  King’s  Chil¬ 
dren,  though  he  hated  the  Queen,  it 
was  refolved,  either  to  win  him  over, 
or  to  difpatch  him  out  of  the  Way. 
One  Catejby,  a  Confident  of  his,  was 
employed  to  found  him,  as  it  were 
at  a  Diftance,  by  occafionally  intro¬ 
ducing-  a  Difcourfe  about  State-Af- 
fairs,  and  then  telling  him  how  Peo¬ 
ple  talked  of  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
ce/ler's  Right  to  the  Crown,  upon  a 
Report  that  Edward  IV.  himfelf, 
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and  all  his  Children,  were  illegiti¬ 
mate  ;  for  the  Protedlor,  by  his 
Emiffaries,  had  taken  Care  to  fpread 
fuch  a  Report.  Hajlings,  r.otfufpedl- 
ing  Catejby,  difcovered  to  him  his 
whole  Mind,  and  expreffed  himfelf 
with  the  utmoft  Warmth  in  favour 
of  Edward's  Children.  Catejby  be¬ 
trayed  him,  and  fo  his  Death  was 
refolved  on. 

The  Protedlor  had  all  this  while 
made  Shew  of  preparing  for  the 
King’s  Coronation,  and  to  that  End 
had  appointed  a  particular  Council, 
under  Pretence  of  regulating  Matters 
relating  to  that  Solemnity,  which 
was  firft  fixed  to  the  22ft  of  June , 
and  then  on  divers  Pretences  put  off 
to  the  2d  of  November  ;  for,  at  the 
fame  Time,  he  had  another  Coun¬ 
cil,  confifting  of  none  but  his  Crea¬ 
tures,  whofe  foie  Bufinefs  it  was  to 
confult  Means  for  deferring  the  Co¬ 
ronation,  and  advancing  the  Pro¬ 
tedlor  to  the  Throne.  The  main 
Thing  was  to  give  fome  plaufible 
Colour  to  his  Pretenfions  among  the 
People.  To  this  End,  as  has  been 
faid,  Edward  IVth’s  Children  were 
all  to  be  deemed  Baftards,  on  Pre¬ 
tence  of  his  being  engaged  in  a  Mar¬ 
riage- Con  tradl  with  another  Lady, 
before  he  efpoufed  Elizabeth  Wood- 
ville.  And  left  this  (hould  not  take, 
it  was  to  be  given  out,  and  Proofs 
pretended,  fuch  as  they  were,  that 
the  late  King,  and  D  uke  of  Clarence , 
were  the  Offspring  of  the  Duchefs  of 
York's  unlawful  Amours,  and  that 
the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  was  her  only 
Son  by  her  Hulband  the  Duke  of 
York.  Thefe  Things  were,  by  the 
Diredlion  of  the  Protedlor  and  his 
Council,  fin’t  rumoured  about,  by 
Means  of  Catejby,  and  fuch  like 
trufty  Emiffaries. 

The  Lord  Hajlings,  all  this  while, 
knew  nothing  of  Catejby's  Treachery. 
And  fo  he  came  without  any  Fear 
to  the  Council,  which  the  Pro¬ 
tedlor  had  affembled  in  the  Tower , 
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on  the  13th  of  June,  on  purpofe  to 
get  him  difpatched.  The  Protector 
came  in  at  Nine  in  the  Morning,  very 
chearful  and  complaifant  to  all  the 
Lords.  Then  he  withdrew,  and 
about  an  Hour  after  returned,  biting 
his  Lips,  and  knitting  his  Brows, 
as  if  fome  great  Matter  diiturbed 
him.  He  was  filent  a-while,  and 
at  lad  broke  out  on  a  fudden,  and 
alked  them,  Wbat  they  deferred  who 
had  plotted  againjl  his  Life  ?  Lord 
Hajlings  made  Anfwer,  that  They 
ought  to  he  punijhed  as  Traitors.  IV til 
then,  replied  the  Protestor,  it  is 
that  Sorcerefs ,  my  Sifler-in-Law, 
(meaning  the  Queen)  and  her  Ac¬ 
complices.  Then  dripping  his  Left 
Arm,  and  (hewing  it  to  the  Council, 
almoit  withered  and  dried  up  (tho’ 
every  one  knew  it  had  been  long  in 
that  Condition)  he  faid.  See  what 
that  Sorcerefs,  and  Shore’/  Wife, 
have  done  hy  their  Witchcrafts  ;  and 
they  would  have  done  the  fame  to 
the  ref  of  my  Body,  if  God’s  Mercy 
had  not  prevented  them.  Hafings, 
who  kept  Jane  Shore  after  Edward’s 
Death,  being  concerned  at  hearing 
her  accufed,  faid,  If  they  are  guilty 
of  fuch  a  Crime,  they  ought  to  he 
punijhed.  What,  fays  the  Protestor, 
in  dandy  raiding  his  Voice,  dof  thou 
anfwer  me  with  Ifs  and  Ands  ?  I 
tell  thee,  they  have  plotted  againf 
my  Life ,  and  thou  thyfelf  art  acceffary 
to  their  Crime.  As  he  fpoke  thele 
Words,  he  druck  the  Table  twice 
with  his  Hand,  and  prefently  a 
Number  of  armed  men  ru(hed  in, 
and  the  Proteflor  arreded  Hafings 
for  High-Treafon.  In  the  Confu- 
(ion,  one  of  the  Soldiers  druck  at 
the  Lord  Stanley  with  a  Battle-Ax 
(having  Orders,  it  is  likely,  to  kill 
him,  as  it  were  by  Chance)  but  he 
efcaped  by  getting  under  the  Table. 
However,  he  was  arreded,  together 
with  the  Archbifhop  of  Tork,  and 
the  Bilhop  of  Ely,  they  being  all 
three  firmly  attached  to  the  young 
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King.  The  Protestor  was  fo  im¬ 
patient  to  have  Hafings  executed, 
that  he  fwore  he  would  not  dine,  till 
he  had  feen  it  done.  Accordingly  he 
was  beheaded  on  a  Log  of  Wood, 
before  the  Tower-Chapel,  there  not 
being  Time  to  ereft  a  Scaffold.  It 
is  remarked,  that  he  differed  on  the 
fame  Day  and  Hour,  that  the  Lords 
and  the  two  Knights  at  Pontefradl 
were  beheaded,  to  whofe  Death  he 
had  but  too  readily  confented. 

Jane  Shore  was  brought  before 
the  Council,  as  an  Accomplice  with 
Lord  Hafings ;  where  (he  pleaded 
her  Caufe  fo  well,  that  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  condemn  her.  However, 
Ihe  was  profecuted  in  the  Biftiop’s 
Court  for  Incontinence,  in  leaving 
herHufband  to  live  with  other  Men. 
And  fo  fhe  was  condemned  to  do 
open  Penance  in  St.  Paul's  Church, 
in  a  White-Sheet,  with  a  WaxTaper 
in  her  Hand  ;  which  fhe  accordingly 
did,  before  all  the  People. 

The  King’s  Friends  being  all 
dead,  or  in  Prifon,  or  effeftually  ter¬ 
rified  by  the  late  fevere  Proceed¬ 
ings  ;  the  Prote&or  and  Buckingham. 
deemed  this  to  be  the  Crifis  for  put¬ 
ting  their  Defign  in  Execution.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  caufed  to  be  ipread, 
more  than  ever,  the  Illegitimacy  of 
Edward’s  Children,  and  of  Edward 
himfelf.  And  the  Proteftor  having 
before  gained  Sir  Edward  Shaw, 
Mayor  of  London,  he  got  his  Bro¬ 
ther,  Dr.  John  Shaw,  a  popular 
City-Preacher,  to  preach  a  Sermon  at 
St.  Paul’s  Crof>  on  the  Subjefl,  from 
the  Apocryphal  Text,  Baflard  Slips 
fhall  take  no  deep  Root.  But  all  that 
was  got  by  this,  was,  that  the 
Preacher  was  ever  after  defpiled  lor 
his  Pains. 

However,  to  lofe  no  Time,  as  the 
principal  Point  was  to  gain  the  Ci¬ 
tizens,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in 
an  eloquent  Speech,  harangued  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  Common-Coun¬ 
cil  and  principal  Citizens,  who  were 
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Ordered  to  meet  at  Guild-Hall  for 
that  Purprfe.  He  enlarged  on  the 
Objections  againft  Edward's  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  noble  Qualities  of  the 
Duke  oSGlouceJler,  as  the  only  legiti¬ 
mate  Son  of  the  Duke  of  York,  whom 
he  recommended  for  their  King,  and 
in  the  End  defired  them  to  declare 
their  Minds.  Every  one  flood  a- 
mazed,  and  there  was  a  profound 
Silence.  The  Duke  repeated  the 
Spnfe  of  his  Speech  in  other  Words, 
but  it  had  no  better  Effeft ;  till  the 
Recorder  was  ordered  to  fpeak  to 
the  People,  which  he  did,  though 
much  againft  his  Will.  He  only  re¬ 
peated  the  Subfiance  of  the  Duke’s 
Speech,  and  the  Duke  concluded 
with  demanding  their  pofitive  An- 
fwer,  whether  they  would  have  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  for  their  King  or 
no  ?  Upon  this,  there  was  a  confufed 
Murmur,  and  it  was  uncertain,  whe¬ 
ther  the  People  faid  Yea  or  No ; 
when  fbme  of  the  Duke’s  Servants 


preffing  in,  cried  out,  Long  fide  King 
Richard :  Who  being  joined  by 
fome  Citizens,  that  were  bribed,  and 
the  Rabble  without  Doors,  the  Cry 
grew  pretty  flrong,  King  Richard  ! 
King  Richard !  Then  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  affefting  to  take  it  for 
granted;  that  this  was  the  Senfe  of 
all  the  People,  went  the  next  Day, 
with  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
others  of  the  Cabal,  to  the  ProteClor, 
to  offer  him  the  Crown.  He  ap¬ 
peared  exceedingly  furprized,  as  if 
he  had  known  nothing  of  what  had 
paded,  and  feigned  a  great  Reluc¬ 
tance  againft  complying  with  their 
Requeft ;  but,  at  laft,  buffered  him- 
felf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  and,  on 
June  19,  accepted  the  Crown,  as  if 
it  were  at  the  Delire  of  all  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  England. 

Thus  ended  the  Farce,  to  the 
great  Grief  of  all  worthy  Citizens 
and  honeft  Men  ;  who  yet  did  not 
dare  openly  to  exprefs  their  Concern, 
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RICHARD  III.  furnam'd  Crook-Back,  y/^-j 


THE  Duk.e  of  Gloucejler  ha¬ 
ving  thus  accomplifhed  the 
End  he  had  in  View,  was 
proclaimed  King  on  the  20th  of 
June,,  1483,  by  the  Name  of  Richard 
III.  and  was  folemnly  crowned,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  Queen,  on  the  6th  of 
the  following  Month.  In  the  mean 
Time,  he  appointed  the  Lord  John 
Howard  Earl  Marlhal,  and  created 
him  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  his  Son  ‘Tho¬ 
mas  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey;  William 
Berkley ,  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  and  the 
Lord  Lovel,  one  of  his  chief  Confi¬ 
dents,  Vifcount  Lovel,  on  whom 
he  likewife  conferred  the  Office  of 
Chamberlain.  He  alfo  releafed  from 
Confinement,  the  Archbilhop  of 
York,  and  the  Lord  Stanley  ;  and 
taking  Dr.  Morton,  Bilhop  of  Ely, 
out  of  the  Tower,  committed  hi;*  to 
the  Cullody  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  who  fent  him  to  Brecknock - 
Cajlle  in  Wales. 

Richard  enjoyed  the  Crown,  which 
he  had  obtained  by  fuch  unjuft  and 
cruel  Methods,  but  two  Years  and 


two  Months;  which  whole  Time 
was  fpent  by  him,  in  contriving  Me¬ 
thods  to  fupport  himfelf  on  the 
Throne ;  and  by  his  Enemies,  in 
Plots  and  Confpiracies  to  pull  him 
down ;  in  which  they  at  laft  fac- 
ceeded,  and  at  the  fame  Time  de¬ 
prived  him  both  of  his  Crown  and 
Life. 

As  he  could  not  think  himfelf 
fafe,  whilft  his  two  Nephews,  the 
young  King  and  hisBrother  the  Duke 
of  York,  were  yet  living,  he  refolved 
on  the  wicked  Expedient  of  difpatch- 
ing  them  out  of  the  Way ;  which 
was  accordingly  done  foon  after  his 
Coronation.  The  two  innocent 
Children  were  ftill  in  the  T ower,  the 
Government  of  which  he  had  given 
to  Sir  Robert  Brackenlury,  one  of 
his  Creatures.  He  chofe  to  be  ab* 
fent  from  London  whilft  the  hellilh 
Defign  was  executed,  that  he  might 
be  the  lefs  fufpefted ;  and  fo  fi_t  out 
with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  to 
vifit  feveral  Counties.  Being  come 
to  Gloucejier ,  he  fent  exprefs  Orders 
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to  Brackenlury,  to  put  the  two 
young  Princes  to  Death.  Bracken- 
bury,  more  confcientious  than  Ri¬ 
chard  imagined,  humbly  defired  to 
be  excufed.  Upon  which  he  Pent 
him  a  written  Order,  by  Sir  James 
Tyrrell  requiring  him  to  deliver  up, 
to  the  Paid  Tyrrel,  the  Keys  and  Go- 
Ternment  of  the  Tower  for  one 
Night  only.  Brackenbury  obeyed  ; 
and  Tyrrel  brought  in  two  Ruffians, 
Miles  Forejij  and  John  Dighton, 
whom  he  had  hired  to  perpetrate 
the  horrid  Fad.  In  the  Dead  of 
the  Night,  when  the  Princes  were 
afieep,  they  entered  the  Chamber, 
and  ruffiing  upon  them,  ftifled  them 
both  in  their  Bed,  and  then  buried 
them  under  a  little  Stair-Cafe.  This 
Tyrrel  confefled,  who  was  executed 
in  the  next  Reign.  In  1674,  fome 
Bones  were  found  there,  fuppofed 
to  be  theirs,  which  Charles  II. 
can  fed  to  be  put  in  a  Marble-Urn, 
and  removed  to  Wejiminjler- Abbey. 

From  Gloucefter ,  King  Richard  fet 
out  for  the  Forth,  to  quell  fome 
Dividers  in  thofe  Farts ;  and  com¬ 
ing  to  York,  was  crowned  there  a 
fecond  Time,  in  the  Beginning  of 
September.  At  the  fame  Time,  he 
created  Edward  his  Son  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  was  then  ten  Years  old. 

Having  got  rid  of  his  Nephews, 
and  taken  Meafures  for  renewing 
the  foreign  Alliances,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  thofe  his  Friends 
whom  he  molt  fufpefted,  by  giving 
them  confiderable  Polls  and  Em¬ 
ployments,  particularly  the  Office 
of  Lord-Steward  of  the  Houfhold, 
to  the  Lord  Stanley,  (who  had  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret,  Countefs  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Mother  to  the  Earl,  who  was 
ftill  in  Bretagne ;)  Richard  now 
thought  himfelf  very  fecure  :  But  at 
this  very  Time,  a  ConLiracy  was 
forming,  which,  though  it  proved 
pnfuccefsful  at  firft,  in  the  End  corn- 
pleated  his  Ruin. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who 


had  been  the  chief  Inftrumpnt  in 
placing  Richard  on  the  Throne,  was 
at  the  Head  of  this  Confpiracy.  He 
thought  himfelf  neglefted  by  Ri¬ 
chard,  or,  at  leaft,  not  rewarded  in 
Proportion  to  the  Service  he  had 
done  him.  It  is  faid,  the  King  had 
broke  his  Word  with  him,  with 
regard  to  fome  Lands  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  give  him.  However,  he 
retired  from  Court,  exceedingly  dif- 
gulted,  meditating  nothing  but  Re¬ 
venge,  and  foon  began  to  concert 
Meafures  with  Morton,  Bifhop  of 
Ely,  his  Prifoner  in  Wales ,  how  to 
dethrone  the  Ufurper,  whom  he 
had  fo  lately  fet  up.  After  feveral 
Conferences,  and  thoroughly  under- 
ftanding  one  another,  the  Scheme 
they  fixed  upon,  was  to  fet  Henry 
Earl  of  Richmond  on  the  Throne. 
In  this  Projeft,  they  were  fure  of 
having  all  the  Friends  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lancajier  on  their  Side,  Henry 
being  the  only  Relift  of  that  Fa¬ 
mily,  as  has  been  obferved.  And  in 
order  to  engage  the  Yorkijls,  it  was 
thought  neceftary,  that  Henry  ffiould 
promife  to  marry  the  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth,  eldell  Daughter  of  Edward  IV. 
Matters  being  thus  concerted,  the 
firft:  Step  that  was  taken,  was,  by 
a  trufty  MelTenger,  to  acquaint  the 
Countefs  of  Richmond  with  their 
Defign  ;  who  came  heartily  into  it, 
and  found  Means  privately  to  im¬ 
part  it  to  the  Queen-Dowager,  in 
her  Santtuary,  who  readily  gave 
her  Confent,  that  Henry  ffiould  mar¬ 
ry  her  Daughter.  This  done,  they 
each  of  them  engaged  their  molt 
faithful  Friends  in  the  Plot,  and 
thefe  drew  in  others ;  which,  indeed, 
was  no  hard  Matter,  as  the  Ufurper 
was  univerfally  hated  by  the  Na¬ 
tion.  The  Countefs  then  lent  two 
trufty  Perfons  into  Bretagne,  to  in¬ 
form  the  Earl  her  Son  of  what  was 
doing  in  his  Favour,  and  to  invite 
him  over.  His  Condition  there 
feemed  not  very  promiftng  for  fuch 
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ah  Undertaking.  But  upon  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne's  promiiing  to 
aftlft  him,  he  fent  Word  to  the 
'  Countefs  his  Mother,  that  he  fhould 
_  be  ready  to  come  over  in  October. 
Though  the  Confpirators  took  all 
imaginable  Care  to  conceal  them- 
felves,  yet  Richardhad  fome  confufed 
Intimations  of  a  Plot,  and  beginning 
to  fufpect  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
ordered  him  to  Court ;  but  he  per¬ 
emptorily  refufed  to  come,  declared 
againfl  the  King*  and  took  up  Arms* 
drawing  together  the  Forces,  he  and 
his  Adherents  had  privately  lifted  in 
Wales,  and  marching  towards  the 
Weflem  Counties,  in  order  to  join 
his  Friends  who  were  ready  to  rife 
there,  and  where  the  Earl  of  Rich- 
^wa'defigned  to  land.  ButtheDuke 
being  flopped  in  his  PafTage  by  a 
;  dreadful  inundation  of  the  Severn, 

.  which  lafted  fix  Days,  his  whole  Ar- 
i  my  difperfed,  and  he  being  left  with 
only  one  Servant,  went  and  concealed 
himfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  one  Bani- 
Jler,  to  whom  both  he  and  his  Fa¬ 
ther  had  been  great  Benefadors. 
Neverthelefs,  upon  Richard's  pub- 
lifhing  a  Proclamation,  offering  a 
very  great  Reward  for  apprehending 
h:m,  he  was  bafely  betrayed  by  Ba- 
v.ijicr  to  the  High- Sheriff  of  Shrop- 
Jhire,  and  foon  after  loft  his  Head. 
About  the  fame  Time,  the  Earl  of 
Richmond  appeared  on  the  Ccaft  of 
England,  and  was  like  to  have  fallen 
into  the  Hands  of  his  Enemies ;  but 
he  luckily  efcaped,  and  failed  back 
to  Normandy,  and  from  thence  re¬ 
turned  into  Bretagne,  to  wait  for  a 
more  favourable  Oportunity.  In 
the  mean  Time,  Richard  proceeded 
with  Severity  againfl  the  Confpira- 
tors  putting  many  of  them  to  Death, 
and  gave  an  extraordinary  Commif- 
fi  :n  to  Sir  Ralph  Ajhttin  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  Among  others.  Sir  William 
Collingburn,  a  W-iltjhire  Gentleman, 
was  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered, 
for  abetting  the  Earl  of  Richmond's 
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Project,  and  for  writing  the  follow¬ 
ing  fatyrica!  Rhime,  on  Richard, 
and  three  of  his  Favourites : 

The  Cat,  the  Rat,  and  Level  the  Dog, 

Rule  all  England  under  a  Hog. 

Alluding  to  Catejly,  Ratcliff,  and 
Level,  who  bore  a  Dog  for  his  Arms^ 
as  one  of  Richard's  Supporters  was  a 
Wild  Boar.  But  many,  to  efcape 
the  King’s  Severity,  fled  into  Bre¬ 
tagne,  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond  3 
among  whom  was  Lhomas  Grey,  Mar- 
quefs  of  Dorfet,  Son  to  King  Ed- 
vsarcPs  Queen. 

The  Storm  being  thus  in  Appear¬ 
ance  blown  over.  King  Rickard 
thought  fit  to  call  a  Parliament  j 
which  meeting  on  January  23,  1484, 
and  being  wholly  devoted  to  the 
King,  made  no  Scruple  to  declare 
the  Ilfue  of  Edward  IV.  illegiti¬ 
mate,  to  confirm  Richard’s  irregular 
Eledion,  and  recognize  his  pre¬ 
tended  Right  to  the  Crown.  Then 
they  paffed  an  Ad  of  Attainder  a- 
gainft  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  and  all 
his  Adherents.  But  it  was  very 
happy  for  his  Mother,  the  Coun¬ 
tefs,  that  nobody  difeovered  her1 
having  any  Hand  in  the  Plot.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  feveral  good  Statutes  were! 
palled  by  this  Parliament,  for  the 
better  adminillering  Jullice,  and  for 
abolifhing  a  late  Impofition,  which 
had  been  pradifed  in  Edward  IV th’s 
Reign,  and  had  been  very  grievous 
to  the  Subjed,  under  the  Name  of  3 
Benevolence. 

This  Year  the  King,  for  his  great¬ 
er  Security,  confirmed  the  Alliances 
with  Portugal,  and  concluded  a 
Truce  with  Scotland.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  Precautions,  he  was 
ftill  appTehenfive  of  frefh  Trouble 
from  the  Earl  of  Richmond.  And, 
indeed,  that  Prince  had  not  relin- 
quifhed  his  Defign,  notwithftanding 
the  late  Interruption  it  met  with. 
He  had  many  Englijh  Lords  now 
with  him,  who  had  efcaped  to  Bre - 
tagne,  after  the  late  Disappointment, 
P  and 
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and  affured  him,  that  the  Nation  in 
general  were  his  Friends  ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  promifed  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  Affiitance.  But  here  he 
was  foon  in  great  Danger.  For  the 
Duke  being  grown  old  and  infirm, 
his  Prime-Miniller,  Landais ,  one  of 
a  very  mean  Extraftion,  now  go¬ 
verned  all  in  his  Name  ;  and  made 
himfelf  fo  odious  to  the  Nobility, 
and  all  the  People  of  Bretagne ,  that 
to  fupport  himfelf  again!!  them,  he 
fought  foreign  Affiflance,  andbeliev 
ed  he  had  a  good  Opportunity  of  re¬ 
ceiving  it  from  King  Richard,  on 
Condition  of  delivering  the  Earl  of 
Richmond  into  his  Hands.  Nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  Richard , 
and  a  Negotiation  was  actually  car¬ 
ried  on,  between  this  hated  King, 
and  equally  hated  Miniiter,  for  this 
Purpofe.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
Earl  knew  nothing  of  all  this :  But 
the  Bilhop  of  Ely,  who  had  made  his 
Efcape,  and,  tho’  abroad,  had  good 
Spies  about  Richard,  advertifed  him 
of  the  Danger  he  was  in.  Upon 
which,  with  great  Difficulty,  he  e- 
fcaped  in  Difguife  from  Bretagne,  and 
repaired  to  the  Court  of  CharlesVUl. 
King  of  France,  who  had  fucceeded 
his  Father,  Lewis  XI.  The  gene¬ 
rous  Duke  of  Bretagne  was  angry 
with  his  Minifter  for  giving  the  Earl 
any  Caufe  of  Uneafinefs,  and  per¬ 
mitted  all  the  Englijh  to  follow  him. 
And  not  long  after,  Landais,  for  all 
his  infolent  Proceedings,  met  with  his 
deferved  Reward  on  a  Gibbet.  The 
Earl  was  very  civilly  treated  at  the 
Court  of  Charles  VIII.  who  at 
length  promifed  him  fome  Affiftance, 
not  fo  much  out  of  Regard  to  him, 
as  to  caufe  new  Troubles  in  England. 
Here,  aifo,  he  had  the  Satisfaction 
to  fee  the  Earl  of  Oxford  come  to 
him,  who  had  been  imprifoned  by 
Edward  IV.  in  the  Caftle  of  Ham- 
mes,  in  Picardy,  but  had  now  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  Governor  and  Garrifon 
to  declare  for  the  Earl  of  Richmond. 
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Richard  had  Intelligence,  thaf 
fomething  was  alfo  contriving  a- 
gainlt  him  in  England,  but  could  not 
difeover  by  whom.  After  fome  Time, 
he  found  out,  that  what  was  carry¬ 
ing  on  in  favour  of  the  Earl,  was 
chiefly  grounded  on  his  having  pro¬ 
mised  to  marry  the  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth.  To  prevent  him  therefore,  he 
refolved  to  marry  her  himfelf.  In 
order  to  this,  by  various  plaufible 
Pretences,  particularly  by  promifing 
to  fee  u  re  the  Crown  to  the  Princefs 
after  his  Death,  as  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  now  dead,  and  he  had  no 
other  Child,  he  fo  wrought  on  the 
Queen-Dowager,  that  fhe  delivered 
her  five  Daughters  into  his  Hands. 
Then  he  took  care  to  get  rid  of  Anne 
his  Queen,  Daughter  of  the  great 
Earl  of  Warwick,  either  by  caufing 
her  to  die  with  Grief  and  Vexation 
by  his  ill  Treatment,  or  by  adlually 
poifoning  her.  She  would  have  been 
more  pitied,  if  lhe  had  not  married 
the  Murderer  of  her  former  Hufband, 
who  was  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Son  to  Henry  VI.  Richard  now  made 
his  Addrefies  to  the  Princefs,  his 
Niece,  but  found  her  abfolutely  in¬ 
flexible.  In  the  mean  Time,  as  he 
grew  every  Day  more  odious,  many 
Lords  and  Gentlemen  went  over  to 
the  Earl  of  Richmond,  and  offered 
him  their  Service :  Others  did  the 
fame,  to  avoid  being  facrificed  to  his 
Sufpicions ;  and  thofe  who  ftaid  at 
home,  waited  only  for  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  to  declare  againfl  him.  Richard 
had  alfo  impolitickly  laid  up  his 
Fleet  in  the  Spring,  1485,  at  which 
Time,  he  thought  himfelf  pretty  fe- 
cure  from  all  Danger. 

All  Circumftances  thus  concur¬ 
ring,  the  Earl  fet  fail  from  Harfleur , 
on  the  31ft  of  July,  with  only  2000 
Men,  which  France  had  lent  him, 
together  with  the  Ships  to  tranfport 
them.  On  the  6th of  Augujl,  he  land¬ 
ed  at  Milford-Haven,  and  marching 
towards  North-Waks,  was  joined  by 
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Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas,  with  a  eonfider- 
ableBodyof  Weljh  Troops.  As  the 
Earl  was  of  Weljh  Extraction,  that 
Country  in  general  readily  favoured 
his  Defign.  In  a  few  Days  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Shrewfbury,  where  the  In¬ 
habitants  prefently  received  him,  and 
Sir  George  Talbot  brought  him  an  Aid 
of  2000  Men.  The  Lord  Stanley, 
and  his  Brother  Sir  William,  raifed 
Forces,  as  if  it  had  been  for  the  King, 
but  had  given  private  AfTurance  to 
the  Earl,  that  they  would  join  him 
at  a  proper  Opportunity;  which  they 
did,  after  the  two  Parties  were  en¬ 
gaged,  and  were  by  that  Means  the 
chief  Caufe  of  the  Earl’s  Succefs. 

King  Richard,  having  heard  of  the 
Earl’s  Landing,  ordered  all  his  For¬ 
ces  to  be  drawn  together  at  Notting¬ 
ham,  refolving  to  go  in  Perlon  and 
fight  him.  And  the  Earl  beipg  no 
lefs  defirous  to  decide  the  Quarrel 
with  one  Blow,  refolved  to  go  and 
meet  Richard,  In  his  March  he  was 
joined  by  Sir  Walter  Hungerford, 
Sir  Thomas  Bourchier,  and  feveral 
others,  who  deferted  the  King.  The 
two  Armies  met  near  B  of  worth  in 
Leicefterjhire,  and  the  Battle  was 
fought  on  the  22d  of  Aagufi.  The 
Earl  of  Richmond  was  at  hrft  in  Dan¬ 
ger  of  being  worked,  when  the  Lord 
Stanley  joining  him  with  5000  Men, 
and  his  Brother  with  2000,  the  King’s 
Army  was  entirely  routed,  after  a 
Fight  of  two  Hours,  in  which  he 
gave  fignal  Proofs  of  his  Valour  and 
Courage.  In  the  Heat  of  the  Battle, 
efpying  the  Earl,  he  rode  furioully 
to  attack  him,  and  killed  Sir  William 
Brandon,  the  Earl’s  Standard-Bearer, 
who  flood  in  his  Way,  and  threw 
Sir  John  Cheney  to  the  Ground,  who 
had  taken  the  former’s  Place.  When 
he  faw  the  Day  was  loll,  he  rufhed 
into  the  Midll  of  his  Enemies,  and 
was  flain.  It  is  very  likely  he  was 
betrayed,  and  that  fome  great  Men, 
who  ilaid  with  him,  held  fecret  In¬ 
telligence  with  the  Earl  of  Richmond, 


It  is  faid,  that  on  the  very  Morning 
of  the  Battle,  before  it  began,  the: 
following  Lines  were  found  fixed  on 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk’s  Tent-Door* 
who  was  flain  fighting  for  Richard : 

Jockey  of  Norfolk,  be  not  fo  bold ; 

For  Dickon  thy  Mafter  is  bought  and 
fold. 

Sir  Richard  Ratcliff  was  alfo  flain  % 
and  the  perfidious  Catefby,  being 
taken  Prifoner,  was  executed  at  Lei- 
cefer. 

Thus  fell  King  Richard,  aged  a- 
bout  34  Years,  who,  excepting  his 
unj  ullifiable  Methods  to  get  and  keep 
the  Crown,  may  be  reckoned  no  bad 
King.  He  took  care  to  fupprefs 
Vice,  and  promote  Sobriety  and  Vir¬ 
tue,  and  had  a  great  Regard  to  the 
due  Adminillration  of  Jultice,  except 
where  his  Crown  was  concerned. 
Lord  Verulam  fays  he  was  in  mili- 
tary  Virtue  approved,  and  a  good 
Law-Maker.  He  founded  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Heralds,  and  made  them  a 
Corporation.  He  was  certainly  en¬ 
dowed  with  great  Parts  and  Abilities* 
which  would  have  made  him  a  truly 
great  Man,  if  they  had  been  rightly 
applied.  His  boundlefs  Ambition 
made  him  afpire  to  the  Crown,  and 
it  was  for  the  Sake  of  that  only,  that 
he  was  guilty  of  all  that  Treachery, 
Diffimulation  and  Cruelty,  which 
jullly  renders  his  Memory  detefled. 
He  was  really  Crook-Backed,  from 
whence  he  had  his  Surname. 

His  Crown  being  difeovered  by  3 
Soldier  among  the  Spoil,  was  brought 
to  the  Lord  Stanley,  who  fet  it  on  the 
Earl  of  Richmond’s  Head,  and  fa- 
luted  him  King.  His  Body  was 
found  flript  naked,  covered  with 
Blood  and  Dirt,  and  in  that  Con¬ 
dition  was  thrown  crofs  a  Horfe,  with 
the  Head  hanging  on  one  Side  and 
the  Legs  on  the  other,  and  carried  to 
Leicefer,  where  it  was  interred.  He 
was  the  laft  King  of  the  Plantagenet 
Race,  who  had  fwayed  the  Scepter 
ever  finee  Henry  II. 
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ENRY,  Earl  of  Richmond, 
was  the  Son  of  Edmund  T u- 
dor,  Earl  of  Richmond,  and 
of  Margaret,  defcended  from  a  Baf- 
tard-Son  of  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of 
Lancafer,  by  Catharine  Rowet  or 
S-zuinford,  Miffrefs,  afterwards  Wife, 
to  that  Prince ;  upon  which,  his 
Children  by  her  were  legitimated  by 
Adt  of  Parliament,  by  the  Name  of 
Beaufort,  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  II. 
but  with  the  exprefs  Exception,  that 
neither  they  nor  their  IlTue  fhould 
fucceed  to  the  Crown. 

Immediately  after  the  Vidlory  at 
Bofvoorth,  the  Earl  caufed  Re  Deum 
to  be  fung,  and  his  whole  Army  to 
fall  on  their  Knees,  to  return  God 
Thanks ;  after  which,  they  faluted 
him  with  unanimous  and  repeated 
Shouts  of  Long  UveKingHenry !  from 
which  Time,  he  took  on  himfelf  the 
Stile  and  Authority  of  King.  And 
though  his  Title  to  the  Crown,  as 
being  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafer,  was 
liable  to  many  Exceptions,  yet  he 
chofe  to  make  that  alone  the  Foun¬ 
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dation  of  his  Claim,  without  mixing- 
it  with  any  other  Title,  but  only  in 
a  fecondary  Way,  in  Aid  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  He  therefore  put  off  his  Mar¬ 
riage  with  Elizabeth  of  the  Houfe  of 
York,  whofe  Title  was  deemed  better 
than  his,  till  the  Parliament  fhould 
have  adjudged  him  the  Succeffion, 
that  he  might  not  feem  to  be  be¬ 
holden  to  her  for  his  Right ;  and 
refolved  to  be  crowned  before  the 
Parliament  met,  to  prevent  their  en¬ 
tering  into  any  Debates  about  his 
Title,  and  that  he  might  not  feem 
to  hold  the  Crown  merely  by  Virtue 
of  their  Confent.  Neverthelefs,  to 
pleafe  the  Nation,  whofe  Intent  was, 
that  the  two  Houfes  fhould  be  united 
by  that  Marriage,  to  prevent  any 
more  Blood  being  fpilt  in  their  Quar¬ 
rel,  he  could  do  no  lefs  than  renew 
his  Oath  to  marry  that  Princefs,  who 
was  the  eldelt  Daughter  of  Ed- 
*ward  IV.  and  fent  for  her  up  to 
London,  from  the  Caftle  of  Sherijf- 
Hutton,  where  Richard  had  confined 
her.  He  dreaded  and  hated  th* 
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Houfe  of  York,  of  which  there  was 
one  Male  Branch  ftill  living,  who 
was  Edward  Plant  agenet,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  Son  to  the  unfortunate 
Duke  of  Clarence.  He  therefore  fent 
a  Detachment,  foon  after  the  Battle, 
to  take  him  from  the  fame  Caltle, 
and  conduct  him  to  the  Tower  of 
London,  of  which  he  foon  after  made 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  Governor.  And 
to  reward  fome  others  of  his  chief 
Friends,  he  made  his  Uncle  Jafper 
Tudor,  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  who  had 
been  a  Father  to  him,  and  his  con- 
ftant  Companion  in  Bretagne,  Duke 
of  Bedford ;  the  Lord  Stanley,  his 
Father-in-Law,  Earl  of  Derby  ;  and 
Sir  Edward  Courtney,  Earl  of  De- 
< vonfhire . 

An  extraordinary  Kind  of  Diftem- 
per  raged  about  this  Time  in  Eng¬ 
land,  particularly  in  London,  called 
the  Sweating-Sicknefs,  becaufe  it 
threw  Perfons  into  a  profufe  Sweat, 
and  carried  them  off  in  four-and- 
twenty  Hours;  but  thofe  who  got 
over  that  Time  ufually  recovered. 
It  continued  from  the  Middle  of 
September  to  the  End  of  October, 
and  fwept  away  great  Numbers  of 
People.  Two  Mayors,  and  fix  Al¬ 
dermen  of  London,  died  of  it  in  eight 
Days. 

i  _  On  the  30th  of  OSlober,  1485,  a 
little  above  two  Months  after  the 
Battle  of  Bofworth,  Henry  was  crown¬ 
ed  by  Cardinal  Bourchier,  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury.  At  the  fame 
Time,  he  appointed  a  Band  of  fifty 
Men  to  attend  him,  called  Yeomen  of 
the  Guard.  No  King  of  England 
ever  had  them  before,  and  all  Kings 
and  Queens  have  had  them  fince. 
They  have  been  increafed  to  100  in 
daily  Waiting,  and  70  more  not  in 
Waiting. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  7th 
of  November,  and  juft  as  Henry 
would  have  it,  paffed  an  Aft,  That 
the  Inheritance  of  the  Crown  fhould 
rtf,  remain  and  abide  in  the  King, 
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and  the  Heirs  of  bis  Body.  Thus  they 
meddled  not  with  his  Title.  How¬ 
ever,  being  himfelf  in  no  fmall  Per¬ 
plexity  about  it,  he  took  a  Step, 
which  was  not  only  needlefs,  but 
contrary  to  Law,  in  getting  a  Bull 
from  the  Pope  to  confirm  this  Aft 
of  Succeffion  ;  wherein  he  took  Care 
to  have  all  his  Titles  mentioned, 
namely,  his  Defcent  from  the  Houfe 
o { Lancafer,  his  Marriage  with  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth,  his  Viftory  at 
Bofworth  and  the  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  next  Thing  the  Par¬ 
liament  did,  was  to  reverfe  the  At¬ 
tainders  of  thofe  who  had  taken  Part 
with  the  King,  whilft  only  Earl  of 
Richmond.  But  the  King  himfelf 
had  been  attainted  in  the  late  Reign, 
which  was  an  Affair  of  much  more 
Difficulty;  however,  it  was  got  over, 
lay  the  Judges  unanimoully  refolv- 
ing>  That  the  Crown  takes  away  all 
Defedls  and  Stops  in  Blood ;  and  that 
from  the  Time  the  King  ajfumed  it, 
the  Fountain  was  cleared.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  Records  of  his  Attain¬ 
der  were  taken  off  the  File.  Then 
an  Aft  of  Attainder  was  paffed  a- 
gainft  the  late  King,  by  the  Name 
of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefer,  and  his 
chief  Adherents.  The  Eftates  for¬ 
feited  to  the  King  by  this  Aft, 
brought  him  in  prodigious  Sums. 
After  this,  he  thought  fit  to  publifh 
a  general  Pardon  to  all  who  fhould 
come  in  and  take  the  Oaths  to  him 
by  fuch  a  Time.  Then  he  rewarded 
fome  who  had  accompanied  him  in 
his  Exile,  creating  the  Lord  Chandos 
of  Bretagiie,  Earl  of  Bath,  giving 
Sir  Giles  d’ Aubeney  the  Title  of 
Baron  D'Aubeney,  and  Sir  Robert 
Willoughby,  that  of  Lord  Brooke ; 
and  at  the  fame  Time  reftored  Ed¬ 
ward  Stafford,  Son  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  who  loft  his  Life 
in  his  Caufe,  to  the  Title  and  Eftates 
of  his  F ather.  'John  Morton,  Bilhop 
of  Ely,  he  called  to  his  Privy-Coun- 
cil,  together  with  Richard  Fox. 
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The  former  he  afterwards  made 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  Lord 
Chancellor;  and  the  latter,  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy-Seal,  and  Bifnop 
of  txeter,  who  by  Degrees  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  See  of  Winchefier . 

Though  Henry  had  a  mortal  Ha¬ 
tred  to  the  Houfe  of  York,  yet  for 
the  ..Sake  of  his  Oath,  and  to  amufe 
the  Nation,  he  thought  it  neceffary 
at  laft  to  marry  the  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth .  Accordingly  the  Nuptials  were 
celebrated,  on  Jan.  18,  i486,  to  the 
great  Joy  of  the  People,  who  ex- 
preffed  more  Satisfaction  than  at  the 
King’s  Entry,  or  Coronation.  This 
exceedingly  mortified  him  ;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  though  he  had  made  Elizabeth 
his  Queen,  yet  he  treated  her  with 
great  Coldnefs  and  IndifFerency  as 
long  as  fhe  lived.  Soon  after  the 
Marriage,  he  made  L  homas  Stanley 
Earl  of  Derby,  High-Conftable,  Wil¬ 
liam  Stanley  his  Brother,  Lord  Cham- 
Lerlaln,  and  the  Lord  D’ Aubeney, 
Governor  of  Calais. 

About  the  Middle  cf  the  Spring, 
Henry  being  on  a  Progrefs  in  the 
North,  when  he  came  to  York,  was 
informed,  that  the  Lord  Lovel  had 
raifed  a  Rebellion  in  thofe  Parts, 
and  that  Humphrey  Stafford,  and  his 
Brother  Thomas,  were  in  Arms  in 
Worcejlerjhire.  This  very  much 
alarmed  the  King,  who  expected 
no  fuch  Matter,  and  was  confe- 
quently  unprepared.  However,  he 
fent  the  Duke  cf  Bedford,  with  fuch 
Forces  as  could  be  got  together  in 
Hafte,  firft  to  offer  the  Rebels  a 
Pardon,  provided  they  would  lay 
down  their  Arms ;  'Which  the  Lord 
Level  fearing  they  would  accept, 
went  off  firft,  and  concealed  bimielf 
in  Lancajhire,  till  he  had  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  retiring  to  Flanders.  Then 
all  his  Troops  fubmitted  to  the 
King’s  Mercy.  The  Staffords,  who 
were  befieging  Worccfter,  hearing  of 
this,  raiied  the  Siege,  left  their 
Troops,  and  took  Sanctuary  in  Coin¬ 


ham- Church,  near  Abir.gton ;  from 
whence,  however,  being  taken,  Hum¬ 
phrey,  the  eldeft,  was  executed  at 
Tyburn,  and  Thomas  pardoned,  as 
being  judged  to  be  drawn  in  by  his 
Brother.  - 

On  Sept.  20,  the  Queen  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  Prince,  who  was  named 
Arthur,  in  Memory  of  the  famous 
Britijh  Monarch,  from  whom  Henry 
would  have  it  thought,  that  he  was 
defeended. 

The  Yorkifs  who  affifted  in  railing 
Henry  to  the  Throne,  did  it  purely 
out  of  Hatred  to  the  Perfon  and  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Richard,  and  with  a 
View  to  unite  the  two  Houfes  by 
Henry's  Marriage  with  the  Princels 
Elizabeth.  Upon  this  they  exped- 
ed  to  be  treated  with  the  lame  Fa¬ 
vour  as  the  Lancafirians  ;  and  thofe 
who  defired  the  Good  of  the  Nation, 
hoped  that  henceforward  all  Diltinc- 
tion  would  ceafe  between  the  two 
Parties.  But  Henry  was  unhappily 
in  another  Way  of  thinking :  And, 
therefore,  he  not  only  behaved  with 
great  Coldnefs  to  the  Queen,  and 
put  off  her  Coronation  as  long  as  he 
could,  his  Ambition  not  enduring 
it  to  be  thought,  that  fhe  had  any 
Right  to  the  Crown  ;  but  on  all  Oc- 
cafions  fhewed  his  great  Averfion  to 
the  whole  York  Party,  looking  upon 
that  Houfe  to  be  his  Rivals  :  Which 
Partiality  bred  a  great  deal  of  ill 
Blood,  and  was  the  Source  of  molt  cf 
the  Troubles  that  afilided  his  Reign. 

A  Rumour  being  raifed,  that  the 
Duke  of  York,  one  of  Edward s 
Sons,  was  yet  alive,  having  by  feme 
Means  or  other  eicaped  his  Uncle’s 
cruel  Defign,  the  People  reacily 
gave  into  it,  and  fhewed  their  Dil- 
petition,  by  eagerly  {wallowing  this 
falfe  Report.  And  this  gave  Occa- 
fion  to  Richard  Simon,  a  Prieft  at 
Oxford,  to  fet  up  one  Lambert  Simnel, 
a  Baker’s  Son,  and  Student  under 
him,  and  impofe  him  upon  the 
World  for  the  faid  Duke,  Or,  it 

may 


HENRY  VII. 


may  be,  the  Pried  was  underhand 
fet  to  work  by  fome  of  the  Yorkijls, 
who  hated  Henry,  though  he  only  at 
firlt  appeared  to  be  concerned .  Sim- 
nel  was  a  very  perfonable  young 
Man,  of  quick  Wit  and  a  forward 
Genius ;  fo  that  the  Pried  was  at 
no  great  Pains  in  indrufting  him  to 
aft  his  Part.  However,  a  Report 
being  foon  fpread,  that  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  was  efcaped  out  of  the 
Tower,  which,  though  falfe,  cauf- 
ed  great  Joy  among  the  People  ; 
Simon  now  judged  it  bell  to  inilruft 
his  Pupil  to  perfonate  that  Earl.  It 
was  thought  proper  to  have  the 
firlt  Scene  laid  in  Ireland,  where  the 
People  in  general  were  zealoully 
atfefted  to  the  Houfe  of  York.  The 
Prielt  had  no  fooner  carried  him 
thither,  but  they  were  l’o  tranfport- 
ed  with  Joy  at  the  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick’s  Arrival,  as  they  thought, 
that  the  Deputy  and  Chancellor 
(who  perhaps  were  in  the  Plot) 
thought  they  fhould  run  no  Rilk  in 
acknowledging  him  for  their  Sove¬ 
reign  Accordingly,  he  was  pro¬ 
claimed  at  Dublin,  King  of  England 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  by  the  Name  of 
EdwardVl. 

King  Henry  was  very  much  dif- 
turbed  at  this  Proceeding,  but  the 
Meafures  he  took  on  this  Occafion, 
made  the  Yorkijls  dillike  him  the 
more.  Whether  he  fufpefted  the 
Queen  his  Mother-in-Law,  Widow 
of  Edward  IV.  to  have  a  Hand  in 
the  Plot,  or  no,  he  caufed  her  to 
be  confined  to  Bermondfey-Monajlery 
in  Southwark,  and  feized  all  her 
Eftate.  He  pretended  he  did  this, 
becaufe  Ihe  had  delivered  her  Daugh¬ 
ters  into  Richard's  Hands.  How¬ 
ever,  Ihe  remained  there  in  Con¬ 
finement  as  long  as  Ihe  lived.  Ano¬ 
ther  Step  the  King  took,  was  to 
Ihew  the  true  Earl  of  Warwick  pub- 
lickly  to  the  People.  Accordingly, 
he  was  conducted  through  the  Streets 
of  London ,  and  in  l'olemn  Proceflion 


brought  to  St.  Paul's,  and  then  car¬ 
ried  back  again  to  the  Tower.  But 
the  Irijh  gave  out,  that  the  Perfon 
the  King  Ihewed  for  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  was  an  Impoftor,  and  that 
he  whom  they  had  with  them,  was 
the  true  Earl. 

The  Plot  having  thus  fucceeded 
in  Ireland,  thofe  who  favoured  it  in 
England  were  not  idle.  Among 
the  rell,  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Siller’s 
Son  to  Edward  IV.  went  over  to 
Flanders,  to  concert  Meafures  with 
the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Burgundy, 
another  of  Edward’s  Sifters,  and  a 
mortal  Enemy  to  Henry,  and  the 
Houfe  of  Lancajicr.  Perhaps  Ihe 
was  herfelf  at  the  Bottom  of  this 
Plot.  However,  fhe  readily  agreed 
to  furnilh  the  pretended  King  with 
2000  German  Veterans  ;  who,  in 
May  1487,  arrived  in  Ireland,  under 
the  Command  of  Martin  Swart, 
with  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  the 
Lord  Loa/e l .  Prefently  after  which., 
they  proceeded  to  the  Coronation 
of  their  lham  Sovereign,  which  was 
performed  at  Dublin,  with  great 
Solemnity.  Then,  with  their  new 
King  and  the  German  and  Irijh 
Forces,  they  came  over  into  Eng¬ 
land,  expefting  the  People  to  rife 
in  their  Favour  ;  but  they  were  dif- 
appointed,  the  Englijh  not  liking 
to  receive  a  King  from  the  Irijh  and 
Germans.  Beftdes,  King  Henry  had 
taken  care  to  be  in  a  Condition  to 
give  them  a  proper  Reception.  And 
lo  having  drawn  his  Forces  together, 
he  fell  upon  them,  on  the  16th  of 
June,  at  a  Village  called  Stocke,  near 
Newark  upon  Trent,  and  after  a  lharp 
Engagement  of  three  Hours,  totally- 
routed  them.  The  Germans  main¬ 
tained  the  Fight  with  great  Obfti- 
nacy,  till  they  were  moll  of  them 
killed  or  wounded  ;  and  then  the 
Irijh  ran  away  as  fad  as  they  could. 
The  Earls  of  Lincoln  and  Kildare, 
and  Martin  Swart,  were  flain,  anti 
fome  fay  the  Lord  Lovel ;  however, 
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he  was  never  feen  afterwards.  The 
new  lrijb  King,  now  plain  Lambert 
Simnel  again,  was  taken  Prifoner, 
with  the  Prieft  his  Maher.  Henry 
gave  Simnel  his  Life,  employed  him 
hrft  about  his  Kitchen,  and  then 
ynade  him  one  of  his  Falconers,  in 
which  Poll;  he  remained  to  his  Death. 
The  Prieft  was  imprifoned,  and  ne¬ 
ver  heard  of  again.  And  now  Henry 
had  a  fine  Opportunity  to  replenilh 
his  Coffers,  a  Thing  he  was  ever 
immoderately  fond  of,  by  fining  and 
confifcating  theEffates  of  divers  Per- 
fons,  on  Pretence  of  their  favouring 
the  late  Confpiracy.  To  which  End, 
immediately  after  the  Battle,  he 
rnade  a  Progrefs  to  Lincoln  and  York , 
which  was  more  like  an  Itinerary 
Circuit  of  Jullice,  than  a  Vifitto 
his  Counties.  However,  he  thought 
it  neceffary,  at  lafr,  to  have  the 
Queen  crowned,  which  Ceremony 
was  accordingly  performed,  on  the 
35  th  of  November,  almoft  two  Years 
alter  the  Marriage. 

This,  and  the  five  following  Years, 
were  remarkable  for  Henry  %  Con- 
duft,  with  regard  to  the  Affair  of 
Bretagne .  Charles  VIII.  King  of 
France ,  taking  Advantage  of  the 
Diffenfions  in  Bretagne ,  had  on  va¬ 
rious  Pretences  invaded  that  Duchy, 
with  a  Defigo  to  fubdue  it,  and  an¬ 
nex  it  to  his  Crown,  The  Duke  of 
Bretagne  lent  to  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  demand  Succours  againfl  fo 
powerful  an  Enemy,  who  had  al¬ 
ready  made  great  Progrefs,  and 
taken  feveral  Towns  ;  but  die  King 
of  France  defired  Henry  either  to 
afiift  him,  or  Hand  neuter.  It  was 
certainly  the  Intereif  of  England  to 
hinder  Bretagne  from  being  iwallow- 
ed  up  by  France.  And  yet  Henry, 
by  an  unaccountable  Kind  of  Con- 
dudl,  inftead  of  fending  immediate 
Aid  to  Bretagne,  only  offered  his 
Mediation  to  both  Parties  ;  whilft 
Charles,  endeavouring  to  am  ufe  him 
with  Embalfie§  and  Negotiations, 
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went  on  with  his  Conquefts.  King 
Henry  did  not  care  to  engage  ir.  any 
foreign  War,  whilft  he  did  not  think 
his  Affairs  well  eftabrifhed  at  home  ; 
and  fo  was  willing  to  imagine,  that 
Charles  would  never  be  able  to  carry 
his  Point,  with  regard  to  Bretagne  : 
And  his  whole  Study  and  Policy 
was  to  make  the  Affair  turn  to  his 
own  private  Advantage  ;  Covetouf- 
nefs  being  all  along  his  predomi¬ 
nant  Paffion.  And  in  this  he  fuc- 
ceeded  according  to  his  Wifh.  By 
reprefenting  the  Danger  of  the  Ruin 
of  Bretagne,  and  the  Neceffity  of 
engaging  in  its  Defence,  which  he 
never  intended  heartily  to  do,  he 
obtained  a  very  large  Subfidy  from 
his  Parliament,  which  met  on  Novem * 
her  9,  1487  ;  which  done,  he  kept 
the  Money,  and  contented  himfelf 
with  only  treating  with  the  King  of 
France  about  an  Accommodation. 
And  fome  Time  after,  he  concluded 
a  Truce  with  Charles,  to  commence 
from  July  24,  1488,  and  to  end 
cn  January  17,  1490  ;  and  fo  left 
him  at  full  Liberty  to  purfue  his 
Conquefts. 

In  the  mean  Time,  there  was  an 
Infurredtion  in  the  North  of  Eng¬ 
land,  on  account  of  levying  the 
Subfidy  ;  in  which  the  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  was  murdered.  And  the 
Malcontents  being  farther  inflamed 
by  one  John  a  Chamber,  chofe  Sir 
John  Egremond  for  their  Leader, 
and  threatened  to  go  and  fight  the 
King,  in  Defence  of  their  Liberties. 
But  the  Eari  of  Surrey  fell  upon 
them,  and  difperfed  them  :  John  a 
Chamber  was  taken,  and  hanged 
with  fome  of  his  Affociates  at  York : 
And  Egr emend  efcaped  into  F landers, 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Burgundy,  whcfe 
Palace  was  a  fare  Aiylum  for  all 
the  King’s  Enemies,  The  Earl  of 
Surrey  was  hereupon  made  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  North,  and  Sir  Richard 
Funjial,  the  King’s  principal  Com- 
mifiioner  for  levying  riie  Subfidy,  of 
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5  which  he  was  refolved  not  to  abate 
iOne  Penny. 

:  The  Duke  of  Bretagne,  having 
-  been  defeated  in  the  battle  of  St. 
Aubin,  and  having  no  ProfpeCt  of 
any  Affiftance,  was  under  a  Necef- 
fity  of  fuing  for  Peace  ;  which 
Charles  granted,  only  till  it  Ihould 
be  his  Intereft  to  break  it,  led  Henry 
Ihould  at  laft  open  his  Eyes,  and 
fend  the  Duke  fome  powerful 
Succours  next  Campaign.  That 
Prince  dying  loon  after,  and  being 
fucceeded  by  his  elded  Daughter, 
Anne,  King  Henry  made  as  if  he 
would  vigoroufly  afiid  her  ;  and,  to 
.  that  End,  began  to  form  Alliances, 
and  entered  into  a  Treaty  with  Anne, 
to  fend  her  6000  Men.  But  in 
reality  he  haino  more  Intention  to 
engage  heartily  in  the  War,  than 
before.  His  Defign  was  only  to 
frighten  France,  and  get  more  Mo¬ 
ney.  He  fent  the  Duchefs  thofe 
Succours  only  for  eight  Months, 

.  and  was  to  be  repaid  all  his  Ex- 
pences  on  that  Account  vvithlntered. 
And  believing  that  Charles  now 
wanted  a  Peace,  as  dreading  the 
Alliance  of  England  with  Bretagne, 
he  went  fo  far  as  to  demand  of  nim 
3  _the  Arrears  of  the  Penfion  which 
Lewis  XI.  had  obliged  himfelf  to 
pay  to  Ed-war d  IV.  arid  even  talked 
3  of  endeavouring  to  recover  Guienne 
1  and  Normandy,  and  the  whole  King- 
;  dom  of  France,  which,  he  faid,  of 
Right  belonged  to  him.  But  by 
thus  carrying  Matters  too  far,  which 
1  j  he  was  in  no  Condition  to  under- 
i  take,  Charles  perceived  he  only  in- 
j  1  tended  to  frighten  him,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  to  purfue  his  ProjeCt,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  Bretagne,  in  which  he  at 
lalt  fucceeded. 

1  In  1491,  Charles  befieged  the 
Duchefs  Anne  in  Rennes,  who  fent 
Ambaffadors  to  Henry,  to  demand 
immediate  Succours,  otherwife  Bre¬ 
tagne  would  infallibly  be  loll. 
Henry  pretending  to  be  in  a  great 
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Hurry  to  fend  her  fome  effectual 
Aid,  borrowed  Money  of  his  Sub¬ 
jects  under  that  Colour  ;  but  it  foon 
appeared,  that  he  was  much  more 
intent  upon  levying  the  Money, 
than  afliiling  the  Duchefs.  In  the 
mean  Time,  the  Siege  of  Rennes  go¬ 
ing  on  but  llowly,  Charles  thought 
of  a  fpeedier  Way  than  the  Sword, 
to  accomplifh  his  Defign  upon  Bre¬ 
tagne  :  And  that  was,  to  demand  the 
young  Duchefs  in  Marriage,  though 
lhe  had  been  married  by  Proxy  to 
Maximilian,  King  of  the  Romans, 
and  though  Margaret,  Sifter  of  the 
Archduke  Philip  had  been  con¬ 
tracted  to  Charles.  Neverthelefs, 
having  found  Means  to  gain  the 
Duchefs’s  Confent,  the  Marriage 
was  concluded  in  December,  1491  ; 
the  Confequence  of  which  was  the 
uniting  of  all  Bretagne  to  the  Crown, 
of  France. 

Henry  feigned  to  be  greatly  pro¬ 
voked  at  this  Proceeding,  and  threat¬ 
ened  high.  He  made  Preparations 
for  invading  France,  obtained  a  Be¬ 
nevolence  from  the  Parliament,  un¬ 
der  that  Pretence,  actually  palled 
over  to  Calais  with  a  greac  Army, 
and  befieged  Boulogne.  All  this  was 
done,  after  Charles  (who,  being  bent 
on  the  Conquefl:  of  Naples,  defired 
by  all  Means  to  avoid  a  Rupture 
with  England)  had  fent  Ambaffadors 
to  propofe  a  Peace,  and  Henry  had 
actually  confented  to  treat  about  it. 
But  then  it  was  neceirary  to  bring 
him  off  with  Honour ;  and  fo  the 
two  Kings  went  Hand  in  Hand 
in  the  Bulinefs ;  Henry’s  Expedition 
was  a  Blind,  and  the  Siege  of  Bou¬ 
logne  only  a  Pretence.  Whilft  he 
was  before  that  Place,  the  Articles 
of  the  Peace  agreed  on  by  the 
Commifiioners  on  both  Sides,  were 
brought  to  him  :  But  to  fave  Ap¬ 
pearances,  he  defired  the  Opinion  of 
his  Lords  and  General  Officers,  who 
agreed,  that  he  ought  to  accept  of 
them,  and  gave  their  Reafons  at 

large, 
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large,  under  their  Hands.  And  fo 
the  Treaty  was  figned  at  EJlaples,  No¬ 
vember  3,  1492;  the  King  of  France, 
who  wanted  a  Peace,  on  account  of 
his  Project  upon  Naples,  agreeing  to 
pay  him  620,000  Crowns  of  Gold 
(or  124,000/.)  for  the  Debt  his 
Queen  had  contracted  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  Bretagne  ;  and  125,000 
Crowns,  (or  25,000/.)  for  the  Ar¬ 
rears  of  the  Penfion  above-menti¬ 
oned.  Thus  by  the  Affair  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  which  ended  fo  unhappily  for 
England,  confidering  what  the  Par¬ 
liament  had  given  him,  and  this 
profitable  Settling  of  Accounts, 
Htftry  got  a  great  deal  of  Money, 
but  very  little  Honour. 

In  June,  this  Year  (1492,)  Prince 
Henry  was  born,  who  in  PrOcefs  of 
Time  fucceeded  the  King  his  Father. 
T he  fame  Year  is  li  kewife  remarkable 
for  Chrijlopher  Columbus’s  failing 
from  Cadiz,  with  King  Ferdinand’s 
Licence,  in  order  to  difcover  the 
New-World,  or  America. 

A  new  Pretender  to  the  Crown 
began  now  to  difturb  Henry’s  Tran¬ 
quillity  ;  who  had  been,  for  fome 
Time,  prepared  and  trained  up  by 
the  Du  chefs  of  Burgundy,  to  play 
the  fecond  Simnel.  This  was  Peter, 
Peterkin,  or  Perkin  Warbeck,  Son  of 
a  converted  Jew  of  Tournay,  who 
had  lived  a  confiderable  Time  at 
London.  As  Perkin  had  fpent  his 
Childhood  there,  and  afterwards 
generally  converfed  with  the  Eng- 
UJh  fettled  in  the  Low -Countries,  he 
was  fufficiently  Mailer  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  Tongue,  and  was,  befrdes,  a 
Youth  of  a  noble  Mien  and  Af- 
pe£l,  and  of  excellent  Wit  and 
Parts.  Him,  therefore,  theDuchefs 
inftrudled  to  perfonate  the  Duke  of 
York,  (Son  of  Edward  IV.)  whom 
fhe  had  induflrioufly  given  out  to 
be  flill  alive.  And  the  young  Im- 
poflor  aCled  his  Part  fo  well,  that 
many  believed  him  to  be  the  Perfon 
he  pretended  to  be ;  and  others  joined 


in  the  Plot,  from  a  Diflike  to  King 
Henry,  or  the  Love  of  Novelty. 
But,  fir  ft,  the  Duchefs  did  not  think 
it  proper,  that  he  fhould  begin  to 
make  his  Appearance  in  Flanders, 
for  fear  foe  ftould  be  fulpected. 
She  therefore  fent  him  into  Por¬ 
tugal-,  where,  after  he  had  continu¬ 
ed  privately  about  a  Year,  fhe  fent 
Orders  to  him  to  repair  into  Ireland. 
And  fo  landing  at  Cork,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  out,  that  he  was  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  was  readily  re¬ 
ceived  as  fuch.  After  this,  the  King 
of  France  being  told,  that  the  Duke 
of  York  was  in  Ireland,  fent  for  him 
to  his  Court,  before  he  had  con¬ 
cluded  the  Peace  with  Henry ;  where 
being  arrived,  he  treated  him  as  the 
Duke  of  York,  lodged  him  in  his 
Palace,  and  appointed  him  a  Guard. 
But,  when  Charles  began  to  be 
fure  of  a  Peace  with  the  King  of 
England,  he  fent  Perkin  away,  left 
Henry  Ihould  make  the  Delivering 
of  him  up  one  of  the  Articles  of 
the  Treaty.  Immediately  he  re¬ 
paired  into  Flanders,  to  the  Duchefs’s 
Court,  making  as  if  he  had  never 
feen  her  before  ;  and  Ihe  feigned 
a  great  Surprize,  that  he  Ihould 
have  the  Afturance  to  call  himfelf 
the  Duke  of  York.  However,  they 
both  afted  their  Parts  fo  well  that 
upon  his  being  examined  before  her 
Court,  and  giving  very  pertinent 
Anfwers,  Ihe  pretended  Ihe  was 
thoroughly  convinced,  owned  him 
for  her  Nephew,  ordered  him  a 
Guard  of  thirty  Halberdiers,  and 
gave  him  the  Title  of  the  White - 
RoJe,  the  Device  of  the  Houfe  of 
York. 

The  News  of  this  prefently  flew 
into  England,  the  Beginning  of  the 
Year  1493,  and  occafioned  a  great 
Stir  among  the  People.  Many  great 
Men  favoured  the  Plot,  who  were 
either  Friends  to  the  Houfe  of  York, 
or  difgufted  with  King  Henry  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  Sir  William  Stanley,  Lord- 
Chamberlain, 
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-  Chamberlain,  to  whom  the  King  in 
b  great  Meafure  owed  his  Victory  at 

-  Bofuiorth,  the  Lord  F iiz- W alter, 
Sir  Robert  Clifford,  Sir  Simon  Mont- 
fort.  Sir  'Thomas  Thwaites,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Barley.  Clifford  and  Barley 
were  lent  into  Flanders,  to  concert 
Meafures  with  the  Duchefs  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  ;  who  fending  back  Word 
that  the  Duke  of  York  was  really 
alive,  put  frefh  Vigour  into  the  Con- 
fpirators.  The  King,  in  order  to 
ftifle  thele  Rumours,  firft  examined 
Witnefles  concerning  the  Duke  of 
York’s  Death  ;  but  their  Depolitions 

v  were  not  much  regarded  :  And  then, 
c  by  Means  of  good  Spies,  having 
;  learnt  the  whole  Story  of  Perkin’s 
Birth,  Life,  and  Actions,  he  caufed 
it  to  be  publilhed  to  the  World.  And 
to  take  care  of  Ireland,  where  the 
pretended  Duke  of  York  had  many 
Friends,  he  fent  Sir  Edward  Poyn- 
ings  thither,  as  his  Deputy,  in  1494; 

1  who  holding  a  Parliament,  a  famous 
Act  was  palled,  called  Poyning’s 
'Law,  whereby  til  the  Statutes  of 
England,  relatiig  to  the  Publick, 

:  were  to  be  of  Force  in  Preland. 

King  Henry,  having  by  his  good 
Policy  won  Over  Clifford,  had  per- 
fedl  Information  from  him,  of  Per¬ 
kin’s  Friends  in  England  :  Some  of 
whom  were  appprehended  and  put 
to  Death;  particularly  the  Lord 
Fttx-tV alter,  and  Sir  Simon  Montfort. 
And  not  long  after,  the  Lord-Cham¬ 
berlain  Stanley,  Brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Derby,  the  King’s  Father-in-Law 
was  beheaded  upon  Clifford’ s  Info- 
matiori ;  whereby  his  immenfe  Rides 
fell  into  the  King’s  Hands,  "his 
occalioned  Swarms  of  Libels  ago  nit 
the  judges,  the  Council,  and  even 
the  King ;  and  live  Perfonr,  con¬ 
victed  of  dilperfing  them,  were  exe¬ 
cuted. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  dfcourag- 
ing  Circumltances,  the  Luchefs  of 
Burgundy  was  refolved  that  Perkin 
lhouid  do  fomething,  after  all  the 
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Pains  the  had  been  at  in  training 

•  O 

him  up.  And  fo,  in  1495,  Hie  or¬ 
dered  l'ome  Forces  to  be  drawn  to¬ 
gether,  with  which  he  embarked, 
and,  according  to  her  Directions,  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  Coali  of  Kent,  ani 
landed  fome  of  his  Men,  to  fee  how 
the  People  flood  alfedted.  Tie 
Kentijbmen  prdently  took  up  Amis, 
as  if  it  were  to  affifl  Perkin,  and 
then  fail  ng  upon  thole  who  were 
landed,  cut  them  in  Pieces,  except 
about  150,  who,  being  taken  Pii- 
foners,  were  all  hanged  by  Order  of 
the  King.  Perkin  feeing  by  this 
what  /ort  of  Encouragement  he  u'as 
to  e.ipedt,  failed  btek  to  Flanders. 

In  October,  the  King  called  a 
Parliament,  whiih  enadled,  That 
no  Perfon  Ihouli  be  impeached  or 
attainted  for  ajljling  the  King  for 
the  Time  being  :  or  if  they  were,  it 
Ihould  be  of  nc  Force.  But  of  what 
Ufe  this  Adi  ould  be,  in  Cafe  of  a 
Revolution,  i  hard  to  imagine. 

Perkin  flail  not  long  in  Flanders , 
but  landed  foon  after  in  Ireland. 
And  finding  Things  not  fo  favour¬ 
able  Rnce Poynings’s  Arrival,  be  re¬ 
tired  in xx  Scotland,  to  the  Court  of 
James  V.  who  gave  him  an  ho¬ 
nourable  Reception,  owned  him  pub- 
licklv  for  Duke  of  York,  and  gave 
him  to  Wife  Catharine  Gordon, 
Daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Huntley,  his 
R-lation.  And,  moreover,  he  twice 
iivaded  England,  jointly  with  him, 
and  publilhed  a  Proclamation, where¬ 
in  Henry  was  called  Ufurper,  Tyrant , 
and  Murderer.  But  the  Englijh  Army 
advancing  to  give  him  Battle,  and 
the  People  not  rifing,  as  w-as  ex- 
pedted,  after  ravaging  Northumher~ 
land,  he  returned  into  Scotland  with 
his  Booty. 

In  March,  1496,  the  King  grant¬ 
ed  a  Patent  to  John  Cabott,  a  Vene¬ 
tian,  and  three  of  his  Sons,  Lewis, 
Sebajlian  and  Sancbo,  to  go  on 
the  Dil'covery  of  new  Lands  in 
America.  Jafper  Tudor,  Duke  of 

Bedford, 
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Bedford,  the  King’s  Uncle,  died  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  this  Year. 

The  King  having  got  a  Subfidy 
from  .his  Parliament,  in  1497,  to 
enable  him  to  revenge  the  late  Li¬ 
mits  of  the  Scots,  it  was  levied,  as 
tfual,  with  great  Rigour.  This  oc- 
crfioned  an  Infurreclion  in  Cornwall, 
which  was  principally  ftirred  up  by 
one  Michael  fofeph,  a  Farrier,  and 
Thomas  Flammock,  a  Lawyer,  who 
lea  the  Malcontents  into  Devon- 
Jhin,  and  from  thence  into  Somerjet- 
Jhire >  their  Numbers  increafing  as 
they  marched  along.  At  Wills,  they 
were  joined  b)  the  Lord  Audley, 
whom  they  chofe  for  their  General, 
advanced  into  Kat,  and  encamped 
on  Black-Heath.  But  the  King 
inarching  out  againft  them,  and  di¬ 
viding  his  Army  ino  three  Bodies, 
entirely  defeated  then,  killing  2000 
on  the  Spot.  Audley, Flammock,  and 
the  Farrier,  were  ttjcen  and  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  and  the  reft  wye  pardoned. 

By  good  Luck,  the  Subfidy  grant¬ 
ed  to  Henry  for  the  Scotch  War, 
was  almoft  fo  much  Money  in  his 
Pocket;  for  a  Peace  was  foon  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  two  Ittonarchs, 
by  Means  of  Don  Pedro  V Ayala, 
the  Spanijh  Ambafifador.  YJmff nines 
would  not  deliver  up  Perkin'lVar- 
beck,  but  honourably  difmiffed  him 
and  his  Wife,  and  by  their  own  5£. 
fire  fent  them  into  Ireland,  befc-g 
the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty. 

Charles  VIII.  King  of  France, 
died  in  April,  1498,  after  he  had 
conquered  Naples,  and  loft  it  again  ; 
and  was  fucceeded  by  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  by  the  Name  of  Leavis  XII. 

The  Cornijb  Rebels,  making  an 
ill  Ufe  of  the  King’s  Lenity,  began 
again  to  beftir  themfelves,  and  fent 
for  Perkin  Warbeck  from  Ireland, 
telling  him,  if  he  would  come  and 
head  them,  they  hoped,  with  the 
Afiiftance  of  other  honeft  Englijh- 
men,  to  place  him  on  the  Throne. 
Perkin,  nowdellituteof  otherFriends, 
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readily  embraced  the  Offer,  and  land¬ 
ing  in  Cornwall,  with  a  few  Men, 
foon  found  himfelf  at  the  Head  of 
5000.  He  publilhed  a  Proclamation, 
affirming  the  Title  of  King,  by  the 
Name  of  Richard  IV.  and  marched 
to  befieo-e  Exeter.  But  the  Citizens 

O 

remaining  firm  in  their  Loyalty,  and 
the  Lords  and  Gentlemen  of  Devon- 
Jhire  having  drawn  fome  Forces  to¬ 
gether  for  its  Relief,  Perkin  failed 
in  his  Attempt :  And  hearing  the 
King  was  advancing  with  his  Army, 
he  marched  to  Taunton ,  and  made 
as  if  he  defigned  to  fight ;  but  with¬ 
drew7  in  the  Night,  and  took  Sanc¬ 
tuary  in  the  Monaftery  of  Bewiey, 
in  New-Foref,  where  finding  him¬ 
felf  llriCtly  guarded,  he  lurren- 
dered,  upon  the  King’s  promifing  to 
fpare  his  Life.  His  Army,  which 
was  increafed  to  6000,  had  before 
fubmitted  to  the  King’s  Mercy,  who 
pardoned  them  all,  except  a  few 
Ring-Leaders,  whom  he  ordered  to 
be  hanged  for  ai  Example.  Henry 
had  alio  fent  a  Detachment  to  St. 
Michael's  Mount,  to  fetch  Perkin' s 
Wife.  She  was  a  beautiful  and  vir¬ 
tuous  Lady,  and  loved  her  Hulband, 
though  fhe  deferved  a  bnter,  and  fo 
gained  upon  the  King  by  her  model! 
Behaviour,  that  he  had  her  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  Queen,  and  allowed 
her  an  honourable  Maintenance. 
The  King  alfo,  before  he  had  got 
Perkin  out  of  the  SanCtuary,  made 
his  Entry  into  Exeter,  thanked  the 
Citizens  for  the  Zeal  they  had  (hew'n 
hr  his  Service,  and  taking  off  his 
Sv-ord,  gave  it  to  the  Mayor,  or- 
derng  that  it  fhould  be  always  car- 
ried before  him. 

As,  to  Perkin,  he  was  brought  up 
to  Ccurt,  where  every  one  might 
fee  anl  talk  with  him  ;  and  the 
King  hal  the  Curiofity  to  fee  him 
alfo,  without  being  feen  by  him. 
Then  he  was  made  to  ride  twice 
through  London,  expofed  to  the  Scorn 
and  Derifioa  of  the  People.  Aftei 
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this,  he  was  privately  examined,  as  to 
ris  Life  and  A&ions,  and  his  Confef- 
ion  publifhed  to  the  World.  He  was 
n  Appearance  at  Liberty,  yet  was 
ordered  to  be  narrowly  watched : 
Notwithftanding  which,  he  found 
jMeans  to  get  away,  and  went  to  the 
Sea-Side,  in  Hopes  of  finding  a  Vef- 
lel  to  carry  him  out  of  the  Kingdom. 
But  hearing  that  Orders  were  out 
to  apprehend  him,  he  turned  back, 
and  took  San&uary  in  the  Priory 
of  Shene.  The  King  granted  him 
his  Life,  upon  the  Prior’s  Inter- 
ceflion,  who  would  not  othervvife 
deliver  him  up  ;  but  ordered  him  to 
be  fet  in  the  Stocks,  for  two  whole 
Days  together,  firfl  in  the  Palace- 
Yard  at  Wejlminjler,  and  then  at 
Cheapfidt-Crofs ;  from  whence  he 
was  'carried  to  the  T 'ewer.  He  had 
not  been  long  there,  but  he  plotted 
to  make  his  Efcape,  together  with 
the  unfortunate  Earl  of  Warwick, 
who  was  now  but  twenty-four 
Years  old,  and  had  been  a  Prifoner 
there  ever  fince  the  Beginning  of 
this  Reign,  for  no  other  Caufe  but 
Henry' s  Jealoufy.  The  King  was 
not  difpleafed,  that  the  Earl  was  in 
the  Plot,  but  rather  glad  of  this 
Pretence  to  take  him  off,  as  he  was 
the  only  Male  left  of  the  Houfe  of 
York.  And  it  was  generally  thought, 
that  Hewy  himfelf  had  laid  Mat¬ 
ters  fo,  as  to  draw  the  poor  Earl 
into  the  Snare.  However,  being 
refolved  now  to  get  rid  of  them 
both,  Perkin  Warbeck  was  hanged, 
and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  beheaded 
on  T oWg-Hill,  in  November ,  1499. 
The  Deatn  of  this  unhappy  Prince 
brought  a  great  Odium  upon  the 
King  ;  but  his  Excufe  was,  that 
Ferdinand  of  Arragon  had  declared, 
he  would  never  confent  to  marry 
his  Daughter  Catharine  to  Prince 
Arthur,  whilft  the  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick  was  alive.  A  poor  Excufe, 
indeed,  for  fuch  a  Crime  ! 

The  Palace  of  Shene  in  Surrey, 


was  burnt  to  the  Ground,  and  all  >6*4 
the  rich  Furniture  confumed,  the 
latter  End  of  the  preceding  Year. 

Henry  caufed  it  to  be  rebuilt,  and 
gave  it  the  Name  of  Richmond, 
where  Hands  the  Village  fo  called. 

In  1500,  the  Plague  raged  terri¬ 
bly  in  England,  particularly  at  Lon~ 
don,  where  30,000  died  of  it:  And 
King  Henry  went  over  to  Calais 
with  his  Family,  to  flay  there  till 
the  Fury  of  it  fhould  be  abated. 

In  1501,  Catharine  of  Spain, 
Daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella , 
arrived  in  England :  And  her  Mar¬ 
riage  with  Arthur,  Prince  of  Wales, 
was  folemnized  foon  after.  We  (hall 
hear  much  of  this  Lady  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Reign.  The  Prince  died  a- 
bout  five  Months  after  his  Marriage, 

April  2,  1502,  in  the  feventeenth 
Year  of  his  Age ;  and  fome  Time 
after,  the  King  created  Henry,  his 
fecond  Son,  Prince  of  Wales,  who, 
upon  his  Father’s  Death,  fucceeded 
to  the  Crown. 

In  December,  the  fame  Year,  the 
King  granted  a  Patent  to  James 
Elliot ,  and  Thomas  AJhurJl,  Mer¬ 
chants  of  Brijlol ;  and  to  John  Gon- 
Jalez,  and  Francis  Fernandez,  two 
Portuguefe,  to  go  upon  theDifcovery 
of  unknown  Countries ;  as  he  had 
before  done  the  fame  by  the  Ca- 
botts. 

Elizabeth,  Henry's  Queen, Daugh-  3 

ter  of  Edward  IV.  died  in  February , 

1503,  not  much  regretted  by  the 
King,  who,  in  the  Affair  of  the 
Right  to  the  Crown,  always  looked 
upon  her  as  his  Rival,  efpecially  as 
the  People  were  generally  better  af- 
fefted  to  the  Title  of  the  Houfe  of 
York,  than  that  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lancajler,  or  rather  Tudor. 

At  this  Time  the  King  grievoufly 
oppreffed  his  Subjefts,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  to  the  End  of  his  Reign, 
by  means  of  two  infamous  Mini- 
fiers,  Empfom  and  Dudley,  two  Law¬ 
yers,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
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Sieve-Maker’s  Son  ;  who  flicking  at 
nothing  to  humour  the  King,  and  fill 
his  Coffers,  were  guilty  of  fuch  vio¬ 
lent  Extortions  and  arbitrary  Mea- 
fures  to  fqueeze  Money  out  of  the 
People,  as  were  never  known  be¬ 
fore,  and  fpread  an  univerfal  Terror 
over  the  Nation. 

The  Avarice  of  Hsnry  put  him 
upon  projefting  the  Marriage  of 
Catharine ,  his  Son  Arthur’s  Widow, 
with  his  other  Son,  Henry,  rather 
than  he  would  part  with  that  Prin- 
cefs’s  Dowry,  which  was  200,000 
Crowns  of  Gold.  Ferdinand  agreed 
to  it ;  a  Difpenfation  was  obtained 
from  the  Pope,  even  though  the  for¬ 
mer  Marriage  Ihould  be  fuppofed  to 
be  confummated  ;  and  lo  Prince 
Henry  efpoufed  his  Brother’s  Wi¬ 
dow.  But  the  Marriage  was  not 
confummated  till  he  came  to  the 
v  Crown. 

The  King’s  eldeft  Daughter,  Mar¬ 
garet,  was,  about  the  fame  Time, 
married  to  James  IV.  King  of  Scot¬ 
land :  From  her  defeended  our  King 
James  I. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Brother  to 
the  late  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  and  Nephew 
of  Edward  IV .  obferving  the  Dif- 
content  of  the  People,  on  account 
of  Umpfom  and  Dudley,  had  formed  a 
Confpiracy  again VtHenry,  and  retired 
into  Flanders  to  forward  the  Deflgn. 
He  foon  found,  that  the  King,  by  his 
Spies,  had  difeovered  his  Plot ;  and 
fo,  after  roving  up  and  down  in 
Germany,  he  returned  to  Flanders, 
where  the  Archduke  Philip  took 
him  under  his  Protection.  Philip 
afterwards,  in  1506,  as  he  was  fail¬ 
ing  to  Spain,  with  Joan  his  Wife, 
who  was  become  Queen  of  Cajlile, 
by  the  Death  of  Queen  Ifabella  her 
Mother,  was  drove  upon  the  Coaft 
of  E?igland ;  and  landing  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  to  refrelh  themfelves,  they 
found  that  they  muft  not  depart 
without  feeing  the  King.  Henry 
kept  them  at  his  Court  above  three 


Months,  under  Colour  of  doing  them 
Honour,  till  he  had  got  every  Thing 
of  Philip  which  he  wanted,  and 
among  the  reff,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk 
to  be  delivered  up  ;  which,  however, 
Philip  would  not  confent  to,  till  the 
King  had  promifed,  upon  his  Ho¬ 
nour,  not  to  touch  his  Life.  Upon 
this  the  Earl  came  over,  but  was 
prefently  fent  to  the  Touuer. 

Philip  died  foon  after,  and,  in 
1507,  a  Treaty  of  Marriage  was 
concluded  between  his  young  Son 
Charles,  now  become  Archduke  of 
Aujlria,  and  the  Princefs  Mary,  Hen¬ 
ry’s  other  Daughter.  But  this  Match 
came  to  nothing,  as  We  lhall  fee  in 
her  Brother’s  Reign. 

King  Henry,  not  long  after,  fell 
into  a  Confumption,  which  made 
him  think  he  had  notions;  to  live  : 
And  yet  he  continued  to  amafs 
Riches,  and  Empfom  and  Dudley 
went  on  with  their  Exactions ;  till 
finding  he  drew  near  his  End,  he 
granted  a  general  Pardon,  and  or¬ 
dered  in  his  Will,  that  his  Succeffor 
fhould  make  Reftitution  of  what¬ 
ever  his  Miniflers  had  unjuftly  ex¬ 
torted  from  his  Subjefts.  But  this 
had  no  Effeft.  As  he  could  not 
find  in  his  Heart  to  do  it  in  his 
Life-Time,  his  Son  did  not  think 
fit  to  part  with  any  of  the  Money 
that  fell  into  his  Hands  by  his 
Death,  which  happened  at  Richmond, 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1509,  in  the 
fifty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
twenty-fourth  of  his  Reign. 

Henry  VII.  was  feared  by  his 
Subjects,  but  not  beloved  :  And  it 
is  no  Wonder,  fmee  all  his  Views 
centered  in  himfelf,  and  he  minded 
nothing,  but  how  to  keep  theCrown,- 
and  to  heap  up  Money.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  former,  he  was  always 
fuccefsful,  by  his  good  Fortune  or 
Policy,  ever  getting  the  better  of 
his  Enemies ;  on  which  Account 
he  was  held  in  great  Repute  by  fo¬ 
reign  Princes.  And  as  to  the  latter, 
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1  e  had  a  wonderful  Sagacity  in 
Saking  every  Thing  turn  to  his 
fwn  private  Advantage.  This  might 
\ave  been  borne  with,  if  his  infati- 
ble  Avarice  had  not  put  him  upon 
pprefling  his  People,  in  order  to 
et  immenfe  Sums  from  them,  not 
0  fpend,  but  to  hoard  up  in  his 
goffers.  Ambition?  Glory,  Love, 
fteafures,  all  gave  place  to  this  go- 
erning  Paflion,  the  Love  of  Mo- 
ey.  And  how  fucccfsfully  he  in- 
ulged  it,  will  appear,  if  what  is 
lid  of  him  be  true,  that  he  hoarded 
p  1,800,000/  Sterling  ;  an  im- 
Lnenfe  Sum  in  thofe  Days !  His  Love 
f  Peace  was  not  owing  to  his  Want 
f  Courage,  but  the  Fear  of  empty¬ 
ing  his  Coffers.  He  had  great  Abili- 
ies,  but  then  they  had  only  himfelf 
or  their  Objedt  ;  and  towards  the 
ind  of  his  Reign,  he  affedted  to 
;overn  with  almoft  an  abfolute  Sway, 
jjleftdes  this,  his  dark,  referved  and 
ufpicious  Temper,  was  no  proper 
Quality  to  gain  the  Love  of  his 
Subjects.  He  was,  indeed,  called  the 
i 'olomon  of  England ;  but  on  what 
Account  is  hard  to  fay,  unlefs  it  be 


for  the  grievous  Yoke  he  impofedon 
his  People.  As  to  the  reft,  he  was 
chatte  and  temperate,  an  Enemy  to 
open  and  fcandalous  Immoralities, 
and  an  Obferver  of  Juftice,  where 
his  Iritereft  was  not  concerned.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Chapel  which  he 
himfelf  had  eredted,  adjoining  to 
Wejlmi njler- Abbey,  which  is  exceed¬ 
ed  by  nothing  of  the  Kind  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  He  alio  founded  a  Chapel  at 
Windfor ,  and  feveral  Convents  of 
Dominicans  and  Franci/cans.  He 
had  four  Sons  and.  four  Daughters  : 
Two  of  each  have  been  already 
mentioned,  and  the  reft  died  in  their 
Infancy. 

In  the  fifth  Year  of  Henry’s 
Reign,  it  was  ordained.  That  the 
Mayors  of  London  fhould  have  Con- 
fervation  of  the  River  ‘Thames, 
from  Staines-Bridge ,  to  the  Waters 
of  Teufdale  and  Medway.  In  his 
thirteenth  Year,  Vofco  de  Gama ,  a 
Portuguefe,  difeovered  the  Paflage  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  St.  Paul’s  School  was 
founded  in  this  Reign,  by  Dr.  John 
Collet,  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s. 
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Henry  viii.  was  about 

nineteen  Years  old  when  he 
fucceeded  his  Father  Henry 
YiL  on  the  2 2d  of  April,  1509, 
and  in  his  Perfon  united  the  two 
Houfes  of  Lancafter  and  York.  He 
had  a  learned  Education,  had  made 
a  confiderable  Progrefs  in  the  Sci¬ 
ences,  and  was  well  verfed  in  the 
Philofophy  and  Divinity  of  thofe 
Times.  Though  this,  as  is  often  the 
Cafe,  gave  him  a  good  Opinion  of 
his  own  Knowledge  and  Parts,  which 
made  him  think  himfelf  an  able  Po¬ 
litician,  whilft  he  was  yet  unexperi¬ 
enced  in  State-Affairs,  whereby  he 
was  often  liable  to  be  impofed  upon ; 
yet  he  was  a  young  Prince  endowed 
with  many  good  Qualities,  of  a 
frank  and  open  Difpofition,  an  Enemy 
to  all  Fraud  and  Diffimulatien,  and, 
the  very  Reverfe  of  his  Father,  libe¬ 
ral  even  to  Excefs.  He  was  brave 
without  (Mentation,  and  inured  to 
thofe  bodily  Exercifes,  which  in 
thofe  Days  gave  Luftre  to  Princes, 
and  difeovered,  as  well  as  improved, 
their  Aftivity  and  Vigour, 


The  King’s  iirft  Concern  was  to 
do  a  very  popular  Aft,  which  was 
to  make  an  Example  of  the  two  hated 
Minifters,  Empfom  and  Dudley,  who 
had  been  the  Inftruments  of  the  late 
King’s  unbounded  Avarice.  For  this 
Purpofe  they  were  fummoned  before 
the  Council,  and,  after  Examination* 
committed  to  the  To-zver.  It  was  a 
difficult  Matter  to  know  how  to 
proceed  againft  them,  fince  what 
they  had  done  was  within  the  Let¬ 
ter  of  the  Law,  which  they  had 
ftretched  to  the  utmoft  Rigour.  It 
was  therefore  refolved  to  have  them 
accufed  of  confpiring  againft  the 
King  and  State  ;  of  which  they 
were  found  guilty,  and  fenteneei 
to  die.  But  as  this  was  ftraimfg 
a  Point,  to  get  them  condemned, 
the  King  fufpended  their  Execution 
till  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament, 
when  an  Aft  of  Attainder  was  pall¬ 
ed  againft  them,  and  they  were 
foon  after  beheaded  on  Tower* 
Hill,  to  the  Satisfaftion  of  all  the 
People. 

In 


[ 


HENRY  VIII. 


In  the  mean  Time,  the  Bufinefs 
of  the  King’s  Marriage  with  Catha¬ 
rine  of  Arragon,  Relift  of  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Arthur ,  to  whom  he  had  been 
affianced,  was  debated  in  Council. 
Some  were  again  ft  the  King’s  con- 
fummating  the  Marriage,  as  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  Law  of  God,  particularly 
Warham ,  Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury. 
But  others  were  of  another  Opinion  ; 
and  their  Reafons  prevailing,  the 
Marriage  was  folemnized  the  Beo-in- 
T\[ngoiJune,  and  the  Coronation  of 
both  Kang  and  Queen,  on  the  24th 
of  the  fame  Month.  A  few  Days 
after,  Margaret,  Countefs  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Derby,  Mother  of  Heniy 
VH.  departed  this  Life. 

About  this  Time  Fox,  Bilhop  of 
Winchejier,  introduced  to  Court  Tho¬ 
mas  Wolfey,  a  Clergyman,  as  a  fit 
Perfon  to  ferve  the  King.  He  was 
a  Butcher’s  Son  at  Ipfwich,  was 
educated  at  Oxford,  and  had  been 
Chaplain  to  the  late  King,  who 
made  him  Dean  of  Lincoln.  The 
King,  firft,  gave  him  the  Office  of 
Almoner.  And  how  he  afterwards 
rofe  to  be  Prime  Minifter,  and  to  a 
greater  Degree  of  Power  than  ever 
any  Subjeft  had  before,  will  be  feen 
in  its  proper  Place. 

The  Parliament  met  in  January, 

1 ;  10,  whofe  chief  Bufinefs,  befides 
tile  Attainder  of  Empjom  and  Dudley, 
was  to  foften  fome  Statutes,  and  ex¬ 
plain  them  fo  as  to  prevent,  for  the 
future,  any  fuch  Abufes,  as  thofe 
Minifters  had  been  guilty  of. 

Though  Henry  had  juft  concluded 
a  new  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  Lewis 
XII.  King  of  France,  yet  Pope 
Julius  II.  and  Ferdinand  the  Catho- 
lick.  King  of  Arragon,  the  Queen’s 
Father,  to  ferve  the  Views  of  their 
own  private  Ambition,  were  making 
ufe  of  all  their  Arts  to  engage  him 
to  take  Part  in  the  Italian  War,  and 
join  with  them  and  the  Venetians  in 
their  League  againft  Lewis.  The 


Bait  they  made  ufe  of  to  allure  Henry 
was  the  Recovery  of  Guienne,  for¬ 
merly  taken  from  the  Er.ghfk,  which 
they  promifed  to  affift  him  in.  But 
their  Defign  w'as  only  to  have  him 
for  their  Tool,  by  caufing  him  to 
make  a  Diverfion  in  France,  whilft 
they  fhould  drive  the  French  out  of 
Italy,  and  accomplilh  their  own  fe- 
parate  Views.  However,  the  King 
being  young,  and  not  much  verfed 
in  Politicks,  and  having  a  great  Ar¬ 
dour  for  Glory,  was  eafily  drawn  in; 
but  was  no  more  than  the  Dupe  of 
the  Pope  and  Ferdinand  from  firft  to 
laft.  In  the  mean  Time,  he  minded 
little  elfe  than  his  Pleafures  and  Di- 
verfions,  which  Wolfey  was  very  fub- 
fervient  to  him  in,  and  which  were 
fo  extravagant,  that  he  foon  fquan- 
dered  away  the  1,800,000/.  which 
his  Father  had  with  fo  much  Anxiety 
hoarded  up. 

Ferdinand’ s  particular  View  was 
to  become  Mafter  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Navarre,  and  to  make  ufe  of  his 
Son-in-Law  the  King  of  England  to 
bring  it  about ;  for  which  the  Con- 
queft  of  Guienne  for  the  Englijb  was- 
only  a  Blind.  This,  and  this  only, 
could  induce  Henry  and  his  Council 
to  concern  themfelves  in  the  Pope’s 
send  Ferdinand's  Quarrel  with  France: 
Though  it  was,  after  all,  oppofed 
by  fome  of  the  Council,  and  one  of 
them  exprefled  himfelf  to  this  Pur- 
pofe  :  Let  us  therefore,  fays  he,  leave  ^ 
off  our  Attempts  againfl  the  Terra  fir- 
ma.  The  natural  Situation  of  IJlands 
feems  not  to  fort  with  Conquefs  of  that 
Kind.  England  alone  is  a  juft  Em¬ 
pire  :  Or,  when  we  would  enlarge 
our  felves,  let  it  be  that  Way  we  can, 
and  to  which,  it  feems ,  the  Eternal 
Providence  has  defined  us  ;  and  that 
is  by  Sea. 

By  the  Treaty,  which  was  con¬ 
cluded  in  15 11,  Henry  was  to  fend 
over  6000  Foot  for  the  Attempt 
upon  Guienne ;  and  Ferdinand,  for 
0^  the 
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the  fame  Purpofe,  obliged  himfelf 
to  furnilh  500  Men  at  Arms,  1500 
Light  Horie,  and  4000  Foot.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  in  the  Spring  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Year,  the  Englijh  Forces 
were  tran (ported  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Marquefs  of  Dorfet, 
in  order  to  join  thofe  of  Spain.  But 
when  they  came  over,  they  found 
Ferdinand  contrived,  by  every  Arti¬ 
fice,  to  put  off  the  Attack  of  Guienne, 
till  he  had  firk  made  himfelf  Maker 
of  Navarre  ;  which  he  foon  effe&ed, 
whilit  the  Englijh  Troops  ferved  to 
favour  his  Defign,  though  being  ex- 
afperated  at  his  unfair  Dealing,  they 
did  not  kir  from  their  Camp.  And 
afterwards  he  offered  to  join  the 
Englijh  and  march  into  Guienne,  when 
he  knew,  that  the  French  had  fo 
poked  themfelves  as  to  render  the 
Attempt  impra&icable.  Thus  Hen¬ 
ry  helped  to  promote  the  Pope’s  and 
Ferdinand’s  Projects ;  the  former,  by 
keeping  Lewis  at  home,  and  hinder¬ 
ing  him  from  maintaining  his  Con- 
queks  in  Italy  ;  and  the  latter,  by 
giving  Ferdinand  an  Opportunity  of 
conquering  Navarre ;  whilk  they 
both  had  no  Manner  of  Concern 
about  his  Intereks  in  France,  which 
was  the  Decoy  by  which  they  drew 
him  in  to  countenance  their  ambi¬ 
tious  Views, 

Though  Henry  faw  plainly  enough 
how  he  had  been  impofed  upon,  yet 
he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  drawn  into 
a  fecond  League  againk  France,  by 
the  Pope,  the  Emperor  Maximilian, 
and  King  Ferdinand,  who  all  had 
their  feparate  Views,  and  made  ufe 
of  Henry  as  their  Inkrument  to  bring 
them  about.  Pope  Leo  X.  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Julius  II.  and  purfued  the 
fame  Scheme  with  his  Predeceffor, 
was  only  concerned  to  keep  the 
French  out  of  Italy.  The  Emperor’s 
View  was  to  hinder  Lewis  from 
akiking  the  Venetians  againk  him. 
And  Ferdinand’s  foie  Aim  was  to 
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prevent  his  dikurbing  him  in  his 
new  Acquiktion  of  Navarre.  To 
anfwer  all  thefe  Purpofes,  by  raifing 
Troubles  in  France ,  none  lo  proper 
as  the  King  of  England,  whole 
youthful  Heat  gave  him  an  eager 
Thirk  for  Glory  and  Conquek. 
Add  to  this,  that  their  Defign  was 
to  draw  Money  from  Henry  under 
Colour  of  fupporting  the  League, 
which  they  knew  he  was  able,  and 
would  be  willing  enough,  to  bekow. 
By  the  Treaty  between  them,  the 
Emperor  in  particular  was  to  receive 
from  the  King  of  England  100, coo 
Crowns  of  Gold  to  defray  the 
Charges  of  the  War,  which  he  ne¬ 
ver  intended  to  engage  in.  The 
Pretence  was,  that  Lewis  fhould  be 
attacked  from  three  feveral  Quarters 
at  once,  by  the  Pope,  Maximilian , 
and  Ferdinand,  whilit  Henry  attacked 
him  on  another  Side,  and  invaded 
him  in  Guienne,  Normandy,  or  Picar¬ 
dy.  But  this  the  three  former  never 
intended  ;  and  when,  by  this  Pre¬ 
tence  of  afiiking  of  Henry  in  his 
Conqueks,  they  had  drawn  him  in, 
and  he  had  made  fuch  Preparations 
that  he  could  not  go  back,  and  fo 
their  own  Ends  were  ferved  in  eat¬ 
ing  out  Work  for  Lewis  in  his  own 
Dominions,  they  left  the  King  of 
England  to  carry  on  the  War  by  him¬ 
felf,  which  he  was  forward  enough 
to  do,  to  let  the  World  fee  he  could 
do  without  them. 

The  War  between  England  and 
France  began  at  Sea.  The  Englijh 
Fleet  under  Sir  Edward  Howard  at¬ 
tacked  fix  Galleys,  that  were  going 
to  join  the  French  Fleet  at  Brejl. 
But  Sir  Edvsard  being  flain,  and  the 
French  Fleet  by  a  ftrong  Reinforce¬ 
ment  being  become  fuperior  to  the 
Englijh,  the  latter  returned  home ; 
and  the  French,  emboldened  by  their 
Retreat,  made  a  Defcent  on  Sujfex , 
and  returned  not  without  iomc 
Booty. 
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But  Henry's  Affairs  went  much 
better  by  Land,  where,  if  we  regard 
k  the  Succefs  only,  he  made  a  glori- 
;>  ous  Campaign.  Having  fent  the 
belt  Part  of  his  Troops  over  to  Ca- 
.  lais  before  him,  he  arrived  there 
f  himfeifon  the  30th  of  June,  1513. 

:  On  the  2d  of  Augnjl  he  came  to  Te- 
rouenne,  which  his  Army  had  before 
laid  Siege  to.  Here  the  Emperor 
came  to  the  Camp  and  ferved  under 
him,  receiving  100  Crowns  a  Day 
for  his  Pay,  deligning,  by  this  Shew 
of  Honour  he  did  King  Henry,  to 
make  fome  Amends  for  his  Breach 
of  Faith.  The  Duke  of  Longuemille 
.  approaching  with  the  French  Army 
j  to  relieve  Terouenne,  Henry  went  out 
;  to  meet  him,  and  had  no  l'ooner  be¬ 
gun  to  engage  on  Augnjl  18,  but  the 
French,  falling  in  Confufion,  fled 
2  with  the  utmoft  Precipitation.  Only 
;  the  principal  Officers,  difdaining  to 
follow  fo  fhameful  an  Example,  were 
taken  Prifoners,  and  among  the  reft 
Longue-uille  himfelf.  This  Rout  was 
merrily  called  by  fome  The  Battle  of 
Spurs,  becaufe  the  French  ufed  their 
r  Spurs  more  than  their  Swords.  The 
Confequence  of  this  Defeat  was  the 
Surrender  of  Terouenne  four  Days 
after,  and  King  Henry  with  the  Em¬ 
peror  entered  the  Town  on  the  24th. 

1  The  Emperor  left  the  Army  foon 
after,  and  on  September  15,  Henry 
laid  Siege  to  Tournay,  which  furren- 
dered  in  about  a  Week.  Teiouenne 
was  demolilhed,  but  it  was  refolved 
to  keep  Tournay,  which  was  thought 
to  be  owing  to  Wofey's  Advice,  who 
had  his  Eye  upon  that  rich  Biiho- 
prick,  and  actually  procured  it  for 
himfelf,  under  Colour  that  its  Bilhop 
refufed  to  fwear  Fealty  to  King  Henry, 
Wolfey  attended  the  King  in  this 
Expedition :  For  he  had  by  this 
Time  fo  infinuated  himfelf  into  the 
King’s  Favour,  that  he  would  do 
nothing  without  him.  Soon  after 
his  Introduction  to  Court  by  Bifhop 
Fox,  he  was  made  a  Privy-Counfel- 


lor.  In  this  Situation  he  bent  his 
whole  Study  and  employed  all  his 
Arts  to  get  an  Afcendant  over  the 
young  King.  This  he  effected  by 
joining  to  the  utmoft  Diligence  and 
Application  in  all  the  Affairs  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  Care,  an  unlimited 
Compliance  with  all  the  King’s 
Humours  and  Paffions,  and  by  ac¬ 
commodating  himfelf  to  the  Tafte 
of  the  young  Courtiers,  who  were 
in  great  Favour  with  the  King,  as 
their  light  airy  Temper  was  more 
pleafing  to  his  youthful  Years,  than 
the  Gravity  of  his  old  fage  Mini- 
fters.  Wolfey  would  laugh,  rally, 
fing  and  dance,  and  do  many  other 
Things  not  very  fuitable  to  his  Cha¬ 
racter  as  a  Clergyman  ;  and  it  is  even 
faid  he  would  be  fubfervient  to  the 
King’s  fecret  Pleafures.  Thefe  fer- 
vile  Compliances,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  his  extraordinary  Talents  for 
Bufinefs,  fo  wrought  upon  the  King, 
that  he  made  him  his  Prime  Minif- 
ter,  and  gave  himfelf  up  abfolutely 
to  his  Direction  ;  whilft  Wolfey  had 
the  Addrefs  to  make  him  believe 
he  was  purfuing  his  own  Meafures, 
when  they  were  purely  the  EffeCt  of 
his  Suggeftions,  and  that  he  was 
confulting  his  Mailer’s  Glory  and 
lntereft,  when  he  was  only  aiming 
at  his  own.  In  fhort,  by  thefe 
Means  he  became  the  moft  wealthy 
and  powerful  SubjeCt  that  ever  was, 
infomuch  that  he  was  not  only 
courted  and  flattered  at  home,  but 
even  by  foreign  Princes,  as  they 
knew  what  a  Sway  he  had  over 
the  King.  The  abfolute  Power  of 
this  Minilter  lafted  many  Years, 
during  which  Time,  he  managed 
all  the  King’s  Affairs,  both  foreign 
and  domeftick,  and  did  not  fail  on 
all  Occafions  to  difeover  his  in¬ 
tolerable  Haughtinefs,  Ambition, 
Revenge,  and  Ingratitude  to  his 
Friends.  He  foon  got  his  old  Pa¬ 
tron  the  Biihop  of  Winchcfer  re¬ 
moved  from  Court,  as  alfo  the  other 
Q_2  grave 
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grave  Counfel'crs,  who  diiliked  his 
Conduft  ;  and  fuffered  none  to  re¬ 
main  but  his  own  Creatures,  who 
were  fure  to  be  his  humble  Slaves. 

The  King  returned  to  England 
the  latter  End  cf  Odober.  fn  the 
mean  Time  his  Army  under  the 
Earl  of  Surrey  had  been  no  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful  againft  the  Scots,  than  that 
commanded  by  himfelf  in  Perfon 
was  againft  the  French.  It  was 
ufual  with  the  Scots,  whenever  the 
Englifn  invaded  France,  to  make  a 
Diverlion  in  England  in  favour  of 
their  old  and  conftant  Allies  the 
French.  It  was  both  their  Interelt 
to  do  fo,  and  the  French  never 
wanted  Penlioners  in  the  Scotch 
Council  to  fet  the  Matter  forward. 
Accordingly,  whilft  Henry  VIII. 
was  in  France,  ‘James  IV.  of  Scot¬ 
land  broke  through  all  his  Alliances 
with  him,  and  invaded  Northumber¬ 
land  with  an  Army  of  60,000  Men, 
taking  Norham-Caftle  and  feveral 
other  Places.  Henry,  fufpeCting  fome 
fuch  Thing  would  happen  in  Ivs 
Abfence,  had  made  Preparations 
againft  it  before  his  Departure.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  Earl  of  Surrey  with 
26,000  Men  engaged  the  Scots  Ar¬ 
my  at  Flodden,  cn  the  pth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  after  a  mod  obftinate 
and  bloody  Battle,  in  which  feveral 
Thoufands  were  killed  on  both 
Sides,  obtained  a  complete  Victory. 
The  Scotch  King  was  never  feen  a- 
gain  after  the  Battle,  fo  that  doubt- 
lefs  he  fell  in  it.  A  Body  was  found 
W'hich  the  Englijh  fuppofed  to  be  his, 
but  that  was  uncertain.  Among 
the  Slain  were  alfo  one  Scotch  Arch- 
biftiop,  two  Bifhops,  four  Abbots, 
twelve  Earls,  and  feventeen  Barons  $ 
whereas  the  Englijh  loft  not  one 
Perfon  of  Note.  After  the  Death 
of  James  IV.  Margaret  his  Queen, 
Sifter  of  Henry,  married  Archibald 
Dowglas,  Earl  of  Angus.  She  had 
been  declared  Regent  during  the 
Minority  of  her  Son  James  Y.  then 
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fcarce  two  Years  old  ;  but  loft  her 
Regency  upon  this  Marriage,’  which 
proved  the  Source  of  much  Trouble 
and  Confufion  in  Scotland. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1514,  the  King  made  feveral  Pro¬ 
motions.  John  Howard  Earl  of 
Surrey,  who  defeated  the  Scots  at 
the  Battle  of  Floddon-Field,  was 
created  Duke  of  Norfolk.  He  was 
Son  to  the  Duke  cf  Norfolk,  who  loft 
his  Life  in  King  Richard's,  Caufe 
at  the  Battle  of  Bojworth.  Charles 
Somerfel,  natural  Son  of  Henry  Beau¬ 
fort  Duke  of  Somerfet,  was  made 
Earl  of  Worcefer ;  and  Charles  Bran¬ 
don,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  As  to  Ed- 
mund  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
whom  Henry  VII.  had  committed 
to  the  Power,  Henry  VIII.  had 
caufed  him  to  be  beheaded  before 
he  went  into  France,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  Father’s  pofnive  Promife 
to  Philip  King  of  Cafile  to  fpare 
his  Life. 

The  fame  Year  Phomas  Wolfey,  the 
Prime  Minifter,  was  made  Bifliop 
of  Lincoln,  and  Adminiftrator  of  the 
See  of  Pournay.  And  a  little  after, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  Archbifhop- 
rick  of  York,  upon  the  Death  of 
Cardinal  Bambridae. 

o 

The  War  with  France  lafted  but 
one  fingle  Campaign.  Lewis  Xll. 
treated  privately  with  Henry  about 
a  Peace,  by  Means  of  the  Duke  of 
Longueville,  who  was  taken  Prifoner 
in  the  Battle  of  Spurs  ;  and  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  Bufinefs,  demanded 
in  Marriage  the  Princefs  Mary,  the 
King’s  Sifter,  who  had  been  con¬ 
tracted  to  Charles  of  Aufria.  Henry 
was  not  averfe  to  a  Peace  upon  rea¬ 
sonable  Terms ;  and  feeing  plainly, 
that  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  and 
the  King  of  Spain,  had  only  made  a 
Tool  of  him,  and  drawn  him  into 
the  War  purely  to  ferve  their  own 
Ends,  under  the  fpecious  Pretence 
of  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Good 
of  the  Church,  and  then  left  the 

whole 
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whole  Burden  of  it  upon  him  con¬ 
trary  to  their  exprefs  Engagements 
to  join  with  him  in  it,  was  difpol'ed 
to  drop  them  in  his  Turn,  and 
make  a  feparate  Peace  with  Lewis. 
And  fo,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Endeavours  of  his  three  ufelefs 
Allies  to  prevent  it,  a  Peace  was 
concluded  between  the  two  Mo- 
narchs,  by  three  feveral  Treaties, 
figned  the  7th  of  Auguf ,  1514;  one  ‘ 
of  which  regarded  the  Marriage 
between  Lewis  XII.  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  Mary,  who  was  accordingly 
conducted  with  a  fplendid  Retinue 
to  Abbeville,  and  the  Nuptials  fo- 
lemnized  in  Odober.  Lewis  dying 
in  lefs  than  three  Months  after  the 
Marriage,  the  Duke  of  Valois  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  by  the  Name  of  Fran¬ 
cis  I.  And  about  two  Months  after, 
the  Queen-Dowager  took  for  her 
fecond  Hufband,  Charles  Brandon 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  for  whom  fhe  had 
an  Inclination  before  her  Marriage 
with  Lewis,  which  fhe  had  confent- 
ed  to  in  Compliance  with  the  po¬ 
litick  Views  of  the  King  her  Bro¬ 
ther.  As  Francis  I.  had  the  fame 
Defign  with  his  PredecefTor,  of  re¬ 
covering  the  Milane/e,  he  had  the 
fame  Reafon  to  cultivate  a  good 
UnderftandingwithA<?»o>,  and  there¬ 
fore  readily  renewed  and  confirm¬ 
ed  the  Alliance  between  the  two 
Crowns. 

Neverthelefs  Henry  was  foon  in¬ 
volved  in  new  Troubles  by  Means 
of  his  Favourite  Wolfey,  by  whom 
he  was  wholly  governed.  Francis 
was  very  defirous  of  having  Tournay 
reftored  to  him,  and  the  Affair 
might  perhaps  have  been  adjufled 
between  the  two  Flings,  if  the  Con- 
fequence  of  the  Reftitution  oi  Tour- 
nay  had  not  been  the  Reft  .ring  of 
its  Bilhop,  and  WolJ'ey' 3  lofing  the 
Adminiilration  of  that  See  and  the 
rich  Abbey  of  St.  Amand.  Fran¬ 
cis  perceiving  what  flood  in  his 
Way,  in  order  to  gain  Wolfey,  pro- 
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mifed  to  procure  him  a  Cardinal’s 
Hat,  and  aftually  obtained  it  of 
Leo  X.  who  had  made  up  Matters 
with  Francis,  upon  his  great  Succefs 
in  Italy.  This  extremely  gratified 
the  Pride  of  the  ambitious  Prelate. 
But  then  his  Revenge  mull  be  grati¬ 
fied  too.  Francis,  had  taken  fome 
Steps  to  have  the  Bilhop  of  Tournay 
reftored.  Wolfey  did  not  forget  it, 
notwithstanding  the  late  Favour  he 
had  received.  He  prevailed  upon 
his  Mafter  privately  to  affift  the  Em¬ 
peror  againft  Francis,  not  doubting 
but  it  wouid  end  at  iaft  in  an  open 
Rupture,  the  Confequence  of  which 
he  hoped  would  be  his  keeping  the 
See  of  Tournay.  However,  being 
afterwards  of  another  Mind  upon 
the  Affairs  of  Europe  taking  a.  dif¬ 
ferent  Turn,  and  being  gained  by 
Prefents  and  a  Promife  from  Francis 
of  an  annual  Penfion  of  12,000 
Livres  Tournois,  in  Lieu  of  the  Bi- 
fhoprick,  he  had  the  Addrefs  to  in¬ 
duce  King  Henry  to  do  what  he 
had  before  artfully  prevailed  on  him 
to  be  againft  ;  fo  that  Tournay,  in 
1518,  was  reftored  to  the  French 
King  for  600,000  Crowns,  which 
he  obliged  himfelf  to  pay  to  the 
King  of  England ;  and  gave  Wolfey 
his  Letters  Patent  for  the  Penfion 
above  mentioned. 

After  Wolfey  was  made  a  Cardi¬ 
nal,  he  became  more  vain,  haughty, 
and  imperious,  than  ever.  His 
Pride  was  increafed  by  the  King’s 
having  given  him  the  Chancellor- 
lhip,  which  Warharn  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  refigned,  as  not  able  to 
endure  the  Infolence  of  the  Cardinal, 
w'ho  was  gratified  by  the  K  ng  in 
whatever  he  had  a  Mind  to.  He 
now  affirmed  a  Sort  of  fovereign 
State,  and  never  appeared  abroad 
without  a  princely  Attendance.  It 
is  affirmed,  that  he  kept  no  lefs  than 
800  Servants,  among  whom  were 
half  a  Score  Lords,  15  Knights,  and 
40  Efquires.  The  Cardinal’s-Hac 
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was  carried  before  him  on  high,  like 
a  Trophy,  and  two  Pillars  of  Silver 
were  borne  by  two  Gentlemen.  He 
wore  Silk  in  his  Veftments,  and 
ufed  Gold  in  his  Horfe  Trappings, 
which  no  Englijb  Clergyman  ever 
did  before.  Though  this  Vanity 
and  Infolence  excited  an  univerfal 
Indignation,  yet  none  durft  give  the 
King  the  lead  Hint  againlt  him  ; 
and  even  foreign  Princes  were  cau¬ 
tious  of  offending  him,  and  drove 
to  preferve  his  Friendfhip  :  For  fuch 
was  his  Power  with  the  King,  that 
as  he  was  obliged  or  difobliged,  he 
could  make  War  or  Peace,  and  give 
a  different  Turn  to  the  Affairs  of 
Europe,  But  in  every  Thing  his 
own  Intereft,  and  not  the  King’s, 
was  the  foie  Motive  of  his  Adlions, 
though  Henry  was  fo  blind  as  not  to 
fee  it. 

On  ,  February  11,  1516,  Queen 
Catharine  was  delivered  of  a  Prin- 
cefs,  named  Mary,  who  was  after¬ 
wards  Queen  of  England.  She  had 
before  brought  the  King  two  Princes, 
but  they  both  died  loon  after  they 
were  born. 

About  the  fame  Time  died  Ferdi¬ 
nand  King  of  Arragon,  and  left  to 
his  Succeffors  the  Title  of  Catholick, 
which  the  King  of  Spain  bears  at 
this  Day.  The  Death  of  this  poli¬ 
tick  Prince  broke  all  Wolfey’s  Mea- 
fures,  to  draw  all  Europe  into  a 
War  with  France,  for  the  Sake  of 
his  own  private  Intereft  in  relation 
to  the  See  of  Four  nay.  Ferdinand 
was  fuccecded  by  Charles  of  Aujlria, 
his  Grandfon  by  "Joanna •  his  eldeft 
Daughter,  already  Queen  of  CaJUle, 
but  incapable  of  governing  either 
Kingdom,  as  Ihe  had  for  bene  Time 
been  deprived  of  her  Underftanding. 
So  the  Adminiftration  of  both  fell 
to  her  Son  the  Archduke,  Sovereign 
of  the  Lew-Countries.  This  power¬ 
ful  Prince,  who  became  King  of 
Spain  in  the  Manner  as  juft  related, 
upon  the  Death  of  Maximilian  his 
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Grandfather,  which  happened  three 
Years  after,  was  elefted  Emperor  of 
Germany,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  V. 

In  1517,  the  Sweating-Sicknefs 
raged  again  in  England,  more  vio¬ 
lently  than  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
laft  Reign.  In  fome  Towns  it  fwept 
away  near  half  of  the  Inhabitants, 
moft  of  thofe  who  were  feized  with' 
it  dying  within  three  Hours.  This 
Diftemper  being  peculiar  to  Eng¬ 
land  i  was  called  Sudor  Anglicus,  or 
the  Englijh  Sweat. 

At  this  Time  the  Chri'ftian  Prin¬ 
ces  being  difpofed  to  Peace,  becaufe 
the  State  of  Affairs  was  fuch,  that 
they  could  not  carry  on  the  War 
with  any  Advantage,  fome  of  them 
took  it  into  their  Heads  to  enter 
into  a  League  againft  the  Furks ; 
and  the  Pope,  to  encourage  this 
Crujado,  or  rather  to  enrich  himfelf, 
difpatched  his  Indulgences  for  a 
plenary  Remiffion  of  Sins,  into  all 
Chriftian  Countries,  and  appointed 
Colle&ors  to  receive  the  Money  to 
be  paid  for  them.  They  w  ere  pub- 
lickly  fet  to  Sale,  after  a  moft  fcan- 
dalous  Manner,  and  were  even  gamed 
for  at  Taverns;  and  the  Benefit  of 
them  was  to  extend  to  the  very 
Dead,  who  were  immediately  to  be 
releafed  out  of  Purgatory,  upon 
their  Relations  paying  fo  much  Mo¬ 
ney.  Upon  this,  Martin  Luther, 
an  AuguJUne  Friar,  and  Profeifor  of 
Divinity  in  the  Univerfity  of  Wit- 
temburg ,  began  firft  to  write  againft 
this  Sale  of  Indulgences,  then  a- 
gainft  the  Indulgences  themfelves, 
and  afterwards  againft  the  Pope’s 
Authority  in  general,  and  feveral  of 
the  Corruptions  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  This  gave  Rife  to  the  Re- 
formation,  which  in  a  little  Time 
prevailed  in  many  Parts  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  and  feveral  other  States.  Luther 
was  powerfully  fupported  againft 
the  Pope  and  his  other  Enemies, 
by  the  Eledtor  of  Saxony  his  Sove¬ 
reign. 


After 
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i  After  the  Death  of  Maximilian, 
)the  Flames  of  War  were  again 
^kindled  in  Europe,  occafioned  by 
hthe  Conteft  between  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  and  Francis  King  of 
France,  who  had  been  Charles's 
Competitor  for  the  Imperial  Dia¬ 
dem.  Their  refpedlive  Acquifiti- 
ons  in  Italy  were  the  chief  Ground 
of  the  Quarrel  between  thefe  two 
powerful  and  ambitious  Princes ; 
though  there  were  feveral  other 
Matters  in  Difpute  between  them  : 
And  moll  of  the  other  Kingdoms 
and  States  were  drawn  in  to  take 
Part  with  one  or  the  other.  Car¬ 
dinal  Wolfey,  who  was  now  Admi- 
niftrator  of  the  See  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  and  the  Pope’s  Legate  a  La¬ 
tere,  was  courted  both  by  Charles 
and  Francis,  becaufe  they  knew, 
that  he  that  (hould  gain  him,  would 
of  Courfe  gain  his  Mailer.  The 
Emperor  prevailed,  and  Henry  join¬ 
ed  with  him  againlt  Francis.  The 
Gold  and  Silver  of  Mexico  and  Nesv- 
Spain,  which  were  difcovered  and 
conquered  about  this  Time,  were 
of  wonderful  Advantage  to  Charles, 
as  they  furnilhed  him  with  an  in- 
exhauliible  Fund  of  Wealth  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  War.  What  chiefly 
fixed  Wolfey  to  the  Emperor,  was 
'his  Promile,  upon  the  next  Vacan¬ 
cy,  to  help  him  to  the  Popedom, 
to  which  he  earnellly  afpired.  Fran¬ 
cis  indeed  had  promifed  to  afllft  him 
in  obtaining  it,  but  Wolfey  thought 
Charles,  new  he  was  Emperor,  molt 
capable  of  doing  it, 

1  he  Fate  ol  Edward  Stafford 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  who,  in  1521, 
fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Cardinal’s  re¬ 
vengeful  Temper,  Ihewed  how  dan¬ 
gerous  it  was  for  any  one  to  offend 
him.  The  Duke,  who  was  Son  of 
him  who  loll  his  Head  in  the  Reign 
of  Richard  III.  for  endeavouring  to 
fet  the  King’s  Father  on  the  Throne, 
and  was  defeended  from  Anne  of 
Cloucejler,  Grandaughter  to  Edward 


III.  happening  once  to  fay,  in  the 
hearing  of  Knesset  his  Steward,  that 
if  the  King  died  without  IlTue,  he 
believed  he  had  a  Right  to  the 
Crown,  and  if  ever  he  fhould  come 
to  be  King,  his  firll  Concern  fhouid 
be  to  punilh  the  Cardinal  as  he 
deferved  ;  Knesset,  for  fome  Mifde- 
meaners,  being  difmilTed  the  Duke’s 
Service,  went  and  told  the  Cardinal 
what  his  Maker  had  faid.  The 
Duke  had  before  given  him  fome 
Difgufl ;  and  now  being  enraged  at 
the  Difrefpecl  (hewn  him  in  this 
Speech,  the  Cardinal  made  a  Han¬ 
dle  of  the  former  Part  of  it,  and 
of  fome  Informations  he  had  pro¬ 
cured  of  the  Duke’s  ccnfulting  a 
Monk,  who  pretended  to  be  an 
Allrologer,  concerning  the  Succef- 
fion  to  the  Crown,  to  get  him  con¬ 
demned  as  a  Traitor  by  a  few  Lords, 
and  he  w'as  accordingly  beheaded 
on  Tower-Hill.  He  was  the  lalt 
High-Conllable  of  England.  His 
Death  occafioned  many  fatyrical 
Writings  againfl  W.olfey  ;  in  which 
among  other  Things  it  was  faid. 
That  it  was  no  Wonder  a  Butcher’s 
Son  fhould  delight  in  Blood. 

The  fame  Year  King  Henry  wrote 
a  Book  againfl:  Luther,  entitled.  Of 
the  fesjen  Sacraments,  in  which  he 
alfo  defended  Indulgences,  Papal 
Authority,  fc.  It  was  prefented  to 
Pope  Leo  X.  in  full  Coniiltory,  who, 
for  this  Service  done  the  Church, 
bellowed  on  Henry  and  his  Succef- 
fors  the  Title  of  Defender  of  the 
Faith.  This  T  itle  being  afterwards 
confirmed  by  Parliament  the  Kings 
of  England  have  borne  it  ever  lince. 
The  lame  Year  was  remarkable  for 
the  Invention  of  Mujkcts,  firll  ufed 
in  the  War  between  the  Emperor 
and  the  King  of  France.  Luther 
wrote  an  Anfwer  to  the  King’s 
Book,  in  which  he  ufed  no  more 
Ceremony  than  he  had  done  to  the 
Pope. 

Q_4  Leo 
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Leo  X.  dying  foon  after  the 
King’s  Book  was  prefented,  Cardi¬ 
nal  IVolfey  left  no  Stone  unturned 
to  get  himfelf  chofen  Pope  in  his 
Room.  But  here  his  Ambition  met 
with  aDifappointment.  Though  the 
Emperor  had  promifed  him  his  In- 
terefl,  he  did  not  defign  to  be  as 
good  as  his  Word.  He  managed 
Matters  fo  dexteroufly  with  the  Car- . 
dinals,  that  he  got  Cardinal  Adrian, 
a  Native  of  Utrecht ,  and  Bilhop  of 
T ortofa,  who  had  been  his  T  utor, 
defied,  believing  he  fhould  have 
hinj  entirely  devoted  to  his  Intereft. 
Though  this  Affair  was  condufted 
with  the  utmofl  Art  and  Secrecy,  yet 
Wolfey  could  not  be  fo  blind  as  to 
think  that  the  Emperor  was  not  con¬ 
cerned  in  Adrians  Eleflion.  How¬ 
ever,  he  concealed  his  Refentment, 
as  he  was  not  without  Hopes  he 
would  hand  his  Friend  at  the  next 
Vacancy,  which,  by  Reafon  of  Adri- 
an’s  Age  and  Infirmities,  was  likely 
foon  to  happen,  as  it  aflually  did  in 
lefs  than  two  Years  ;  but  he  had  the 
Mortification  to  be  difappointed  a 
fecond  Time.  The  Emperor  had  no 
more  Regard  to  his  Interefl  than  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  Cardinals  chofe  Julio 
Je  Medicis  for  Pope,  who  took  upon 
him  the  Name  of  Clement  VII. 

The  War  between  the  Emperor 
and  France  broke  out  in  1521.  Mod 
of  the  Powers  in  Europewtct  concern¬ 
ed  in  it,  and  it  was  carried  on  with 
great  Fury  on  both  Sides,  in  other 
Countries  as  well  as  in  Italy.  It  is  not 
my  Bufinefs  to  relate  the  Particulars 
of  this  War.  I  fhall  only  obferve, 
that  Francis  I.  was  taken  Prifoner  at 
the  Battle  of  Pavia,  and  carried  into 
Spain,  in  1525,  from  whence  he  was 
releafed  the  Beginning  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Year  by  the  Treaty  of  Ma¬ 
drid  ;  which  he  refufed  to  ratify  up¬ 
on  his  Return  to  his  Dominions, 
and  entered  into  a  League  with  the 
Pope  and  Venetians  againfl  the  Em¬ 
peror;  whofe  Forces  took  and  plun- 
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d.ered  Rome  in  1527,  and  made  the 
Pope  and  13  Cardinals  Prifoners, 
who  were  fhut  up  in  the  Caltle  of 
St.  Angelo.  King  Henry  at  firft  took 
Part  with  the  Emperor,  but  when 
he  began  to  grow  too  powerful, 
he  fell  off  from  him,  and  join¬ 
ed  with  Francis,  Wolfey  was  full  of 
Refentment  againfl  the  Emperor, 
for  his  twice  deceiving  him  in  the 
A^ffair  of  the  Popedom,  and  in  all 
likelihood  helped  by  Degrees  to  turn 
his  Mafter  ag-ainfl  him. 

The  Cardinal,  as  may  well  be 
fuppofed,  was  no  Friend  to  Parlia¬ 
ments,  he  therefore  took  feveral  bold 
Steps  towards  accufloming  the  King 
to  govern  without  them.  He  had 
impofed  a  general  Tax  on  the  Na¬ 
tion,  by  the  King’s  foie  Authority, 
for  fupporting  the  League  againll 
France,  without  ever  troubling  him¬ 
felf  about  the  Parliament.  And  now 
to  make  good  the  Engagements  the 
King  was  going  to  enter  into,  in 
Favour  of  France,  he  iffued  out  Or¬ 
ders  in  the  King’s  Name,  for  levy¬ 
ing  a  fixth  Part  upon  the  Goods  and>^ 
Ellates  of  the  Laity,  and  a  fourth  * 
upon  thofe  of  the  Clergy.  This 
threw  the  whole  Nation  into  a  Fer¬ 
ment,  and  had  like  to  have  occafion- 
ed  a  Rebellion.  The  King,  to  pa¬ 
cify  the  People,  by  Proclamation  dis¬ 
avowed  thefe  Orders,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  to  raife  the  Money  under  the  fpe- 
cious  Name  of  a  Benevolence,  which 
was  in  effedt  doing  the  fame  Thing 
in  a  more  artful  Manner  :  For  all 
who  did  not  voluntary  comply 
were  to  be  forced  into  thefe  Free 
Gifts.  The  Cardinal  began  with 
the  City  of  London,  but  meeting  with 
feveral  Obflacles,  whilll  he  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  frighten  the  Common- 
Council  into  a  Compliance,  the 
People  in  the  Country  rofe  in  Arms, 
And  though  by  prudent  Meafures  a 
Stop  was  foon  put  to  this  Infurrec- 
tion,  and  fome  of  the  Ringleaders 
were  imprifoned,  whom  it  was 
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thought  advifeable  afterwards  to  dif- 
5  charge,  yet  the  King,  finding  by  this 
*  how  the  People  ftoodaffefled,  thought 
l  fit  to  declare  that  he  had  no  Hand  in 
'  thole  violent  Proceedings  to  raife 
Money,  and  fo  left  the  whole  Blame- 
to  fall  upon  the  Cardinal.  This 
Difpofition  of  the  King  encouraged 
feveral  other  Complaints  againft 
his  Minister,  at  which  the  King  was 
fo  highly  incenfed,  that  Wol/ey  was 
in  Danger  of  being  quite  out  of 
Favour.  But  he  found  Means  to 
pacify  the  King  by  the  moll 
humble  Submiffion,  by  Ihewing 
him  his  Will ,  wherein  he  had  made 
;  him  his  Heir,  and  by  making  him 
a  Prefen t  of  his  llately  Palace  at 

-  Hampt  on-Court,  which  he  had  built 
with  a  Magnificence  equal  to  that 
of  the  greatell  Prince.  Though  by 

-  thefe  Means,  and  by  the  Affection 
the  King  had  really  for  him,  he 

“  Hill  kept  his  Ground,  yet  this  Af¬ 
fair  ferved  a  little  to  clip  the  Wings 
■  of  this  haughty  overbearing  Mi- 
nilter. 

Henry  at  firlt  made  only  a  League 
Defenfive  with  Francis,  and  the 
two  Monarchs  contrived  Matters  fo 
as  to  ieave  the  whole  Burden  of  the 
War  upon  the  Pope  and  the  Veneti¬ 
ans.  But  at  length  being  apprehen¬ 
sive,  that  thefe  two  Powers  would 
not  be  able  to  hold  out  long  againll 
the  Emperor,  whereby  he  might 
become  Mafter  of  all  Italy,  they 
concluded  a  League  Offenfive  a- 
gainll  him,  a  little  before  the  Sack¬ 
ing  of  Rome  and  the  Pope’s  Capti¬ 
vity  ;  who  escaped  in  December,  the 
fame  Year,  1527,  and  retired  to 
Orvieto,  after  a  feven  Months  Con¬ 
finement  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angelo. 
By  one  of  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty 
between  the  two  Kings,  Henry  re- 
pounced,  for  hirnfelf  and  Succef. 
fors,  all  Right  and  Title  to  the 
Crown  of  France  ;  in  Consideration 
whereof,  Francis  obliged  himfelf 
and  Succeffors  to  pay  a  Per  lien 


to  Henry's  Succeffors,  of  50,000 
Crowns  yearly  for  ever.  The  War 
proved  unfortunate  to  Francis,  but 
was  put  an  End  to  in  1529,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Cambray  between  him 
and  the  Emperor. 

In  1527,  an  Affair  was  fet  on 
foot,  which  engaged  the  Attention 
of  all  Europe  and  was  very  remark¬ 
able  in  itfeif,  as  well  as  in  its  Con¬ 
fluences  ;  chiefly,  as  it  acciden¬ 
tally  opened  a  Way  for  the  Refor¬ 
mation  in  England.  This  was  King 
Henry's  Divorce  from  his  Queen 
Catharine,  Daughter  of  Ferdinand 
King  of  Arragon,  and  Aunt  to  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  She  was  his 
Brother  Arthur's  Widow.  Henry 
had  been  married  to  her  eighteen 
Years,  and  had  had  three  Children 
by  her,  one  of  whom,  the  Princefs 
Mary,  was  living.  But  he  at  length 
affirmed  he  had  fome  Scruples  of 
Confcience  about  the  Lawfulness 
of  his  Marriage  with  his  Brother’s 
Wife,  notwithftanding  Pope  ‘Julius’s 
Difpenfation,  as  being  contrary  to 
the  Law  of  God  ;  on  which  Ac-' 
count  he  had,  as  he  declared,  for 
fome  Time  abstained  from  her, 
Thefe  Scruples  are  faid  by  fome 
either  to  be  firft  Suggested  to  him, 
or  very  much  cherifhed  by  Cardi¬ 
nal  Wolfcy's  Management,  chiefly 
by  Means  of  Longland,  the  King’s 
Ccnfeffor,  out  of  Refentment  to  the 
Emperor,  who  was  Nephew  to  Ca¬ 
tharine.  And  though  it  feems  that 
Henry  was  refolved  upon  his  Divorce 
beforehe  hadfeen  Anne  Boleyn,  yethis 
falling  in  Love  with  her  foon  after, 
when  She  was  become  Maid  of  Ho¬ 
nour  to  the  Queen,  made  him  pro- 
fecute  the  Affair  with  the  greater 
Earneltnels.  But  whatever  were  the 
King’s  Secret  Motives,  whether 
Scruples  of  Confcience,  ReaSons  of 
State,  Averflon  to  the  Queen,  or 
his  Love  of  Anne  Boleyn,  or  all,  or 
fome  of  thefe  together;  it  was  re¬ 
folved  to  apply  to  the  Pope  to  get 
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the  Marriage  annulled,  and  Cardi¬ 
nal  Wolfey  undertook  that  the  Bu- 
finefs  fhould  be  accomplilhed.  Cle¬ 
ment  VII.  Teemed  inclined  to  grant 
the  King’s  Requeft,  and  even  pro- 
mifed  to  do  it ;  but  in  effect,  his 
Fear  of  offending  the  Emperor,  put 
him  upon  ufing  all  his  Artifices 
only  to  amufe  Henry  and  gain  Time. 
Gardiner  and  Fox  were  Tent  the  next 
Year,  1528,  to  prefs  the  Pope  to 
difpatch  the  Affair  according  to  the 
King’s  Mind.  The  Pontiff  out¬ 
wardly  expreffed  his  Defire  and  In¬ 
tention  to  gratify  the  King  and 
bring  the  Matter  to  a  Conclufion, 
but  in  reality  made  ufe  of  all  the 
round-about  Ways  to  fpin  out  the 
Affair  till  he  fhould  be  better  re- 
folved  what  was  mod  for  his  In- 
tereft.  Indeed  of  granting  a  Bull 
for  direClly  annulling  the  Marriage, 
he  commidioned  Wolfey ,  and  joined 
with  him  Campegio,  to  try  the  Caufe 
in  England,  but  privately  gave  Or¬ 
ders  to  Campegio,  upon  his  Depar¬ 
ture  from  Rome,  to  delay  Matters 
as  much  as  poffible,  and  not  to  give 
Sentence  till  he  had  his  exprefs 
Commands  in  Writing.  There  was 
a  folemn  Procefs  on  the  Affair  in 
1529,  and  the  King  and  Queen 
both  appeared  before  the  Legates, 
Wolfey  letting  Campegio  prefide,  and 
making  no  Manner  of  Oppofition 
to  his  affected  Delays.  But  after 
all  their  flow  Proceedings,  when  the 
Procefs  was  ended,  the  King  was 
juft  where  he  was  before.  Campe¬ 
gio  put  off  the  Sentence  to  a  long 
Day,  before  which,  the  Pope  have- 
ing  concluded  his  Treaty  with  the 
Emperor  to  his  entire  Satisfaction, 
thought  he  might  fafely  pull  off  the 
Mafk,  and  aft  openly  againd  the 
Divorce.  The  Caufe  was,  after  all 
his  artful  Shifts'  and  Evafions,  avo- 
cated  to  Rome,  and  the  King  cited 
to  appear  there  by  fuch  a  Day. 
This  threw  him  into  great  Per¬ 


plexity  ;  but  Dr.  Thomas  Cranmer 
found  an  Expedient  to  rid  him  of  his 
Trouble,  after  having  once  more  in 
vain  applied  to  the  Pope.  Before 
we  proceed  to  this,  let  us  fee  what 
became  of  Cardinal  Wolfey. 

This  haughty  Favourite  had  met 
with  feveral  Rebuffs  befides  that  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  but  foon  after  the 
Procefs  his  Fall  came  on  apace.  He 
was  certainly  at  firft  very  hearty  for 
the  Divorce,  if  he  was  not  the  firft 
that  got  it  propofed  to  the  King. 
But  whether  he  found  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  than  he  imagined,  or  had  altered 
his  Mind,  his  Behaviour  in  that  Af¬ 
fair  was  the  chief  Occafion  of  his 
Di  (grace,  and  Anne  Boleyn  is  thought 
to  be  the  chief  Inftrument,  who  be¬ 
coming  his  Enemy,  others  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  join  with  her  in  haften- 
ing  his  Ruin.  Perhaps  her  being  a 
Friend  to  the  Reformation,  and  his 
knowing  that  the  King  defigned  to 
marry  her  immediately  upon  his  Di¬ 
vorce,  made  him  as  much  againft  it 
as  he  had  been  for  it  before.  Be  that 
as  it  will,  on  the  9th  of  Odober,  152  9, 
a  Bill  of  Indictment  was  preferred 
againft  him  by  the  Attorney-Gene¬ 
ral,  upon  the  Statute  of  Praemunire. 
A  few  Days  after  the  King  took 
from  him  the  Great  Seal,  and  gave 
it  to  Sir  Thomas  More.  Then  the 
Attorney-General  preferred  other 
Articles  againft  him  upon  the  fame 
Statute.  He  was  found  guilty  of 
both  Indictments,  and  declared  out 
cf  the  Protection  of  the  Laws ; 
upon  which  all  his  Goods  and  Ef¬ 
fects,  of  an  immenfe  Value,  were 
feized  for  the  King’s  Ufe.  Never- 
thelefs,  fo  wavering  was  the  King, 
and  fo  unable  to  forget  the  Affecti¬ 
on  to  his  old  Favourite,  that  upon 
his  humble  Petition,  he  granted  him 
a  Protection,  and  moreover  fent  him 
a  Ring  as  a  Token  cf  his  Favour; 
which  being  brought  to  him  as  he 
was  upon  the  Road  to  one  of  his 
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'Country-Houfes,  whither  he  was 
tordered  to  retire,  he  was  fo  tranf- 
'ported,  that  he  alighted  from  his 
Horfe,  and  fell  upon  his  Knees  in 
the  Dirt  to  receive  it.  This  how¬ 
ever  did  not  hinder  his  being  im¬ 
peached  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in 
44  Articles,  which  ran  chiefly  upon 
the  ill  Ufe  he  had  made  of  his 
Power,  as  Legate,  Chancellor,  and 
Prime  Minifter.  One  of  them  was 
very  remarkable,  ‘viz.  That  know¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  have  the  Grand  Pox 
upon  him,  he  had  the  Aflurance  to 
be  near  the  King’s  Perfon  daily, 
often  whifpering  in  his  Ear,  with¬ 
out  fearing  to  infefl  him  with  his 
'Breath.  Yet  after  this  the  King 
; granted  him  a  full  Pardon,  and  ful¬ 
lered  him  to  enjoy  his  Archbifhop- 
rick  of  York,  whither  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  retire.  But  he  had  not 
been  long  there  before  he  was  ar- 
:  relied  by  the  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land  for  Kigh-Treafon.  This  fo 
affe&ed  him,  that  as  they  were 
conducing  him  to  London,  he  died 
of  Grief,  or  Poifon,  at  Leicefter- 
■  Abbey,  about  the  End  of  November, 
!53o.  His  Lift  Words  to  the  King’s 
Officer  who  flood  near  his  Bed, 
were.  If  1  had  ferved  God  as  dili¬ 
gently  as  I  have  ferved  the  King,  he 
vsould  not  have  caf  me  off  in  ny  grey 
Hairs.  But  by  all  his  Adlions  it 
is  pretty  manifefl,  that  he  ferved 
himfelf  more  than  the  King.  One 
Thing,  however,  is  to  be  faid  in  his 
Praife,  that  during  his  whole  Ad- 
minillraticn,  no  Perfon  was  profe- 
cuted  for  Herefy  to  pleafe  the  Clei- 
gy  ;  in  which  Refpeft  he  may  be 
laid  in  fome  Mealure  to  favour  the 
Reformation. 

To  return  to  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Divorce.  The  King  defpairing  of 
ever  accomplilhing  his  Ends  at  the 
Court  of  Rome,  which  was  wholly 
devoted  to  the  Emperor,  became 
accidentally  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Thomas  Cranmer,  an  able  D.vine, 
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who  had  travelled  into  Germany, 
where  he  read  Luther  %  Writings, 
and  embraced  his  Dodlrines  ;  which 
by  this  Time  great  Numbers  in 
England  had  done,  and  had  quite 
other  Notions  of  the  Papal  Autho¬ 
rity  than  their  Forefathers  had  ;  be- 
fides,  that  the  Principles  of  the  Lol¬ 
lards  were  Hill  deeply  rooted  in 
many.  Cranmer  being  confulted  a- 
bout  the  Divorce,  propofed,  as  the 
bell  Expedient  he  could  think  of, 
the  fending  to  the  foreign  Univer- 
fities,  and  getting  their  Opinions  in 
Writing  upon  the  Matter.  The 
King  highly  approved  of  this  Me¬ 
thod,  put  it  in  Praftice,  and  was 
fuccefsful;  moll  of  the  Univerfities 
giving  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  Pope 
Julius  lid’s  Difpenfation  for  the 
King’s  Marriage  with  Catharine, 
was  repugnant  to  the  divine  Law, 
and  therefore  invalid.  This  Point 
being  gained,  Henry  refolved  to  bring 
the  Affair  before  his  Parliament, 
which  he  might  do  with  the  greater 
Profpedl  of  Succefs,  as  there  was  a 
general  Inclinat  on  among  his  Sub¬ 
jects  to  throw  off  the  Papal  Yoke, 
which  had  for  many  Ages  been  fo 
grievous  to  the  Nation.  The  Re¬ 
mains  of  Wickliff  s  Dodlrine,  Lu¬ 
ther  %  Books,  and  the  late  fcanda- 
1  us  Behaviour  of  the  Popes,  had  fo 
opened  their  Eyes,  that  the  Thun¬ 
ders  of  the  Vatican  were  but  little 
regarded  by  them  :  And  the  Interefl 
of  the  Sovereign  being  now  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  Subjects, 
there  was  no  Danger  in  bringing 
Matters  to  Extremity  with  the  Court 
of  Rome.  The  Clergy  were  the 
only  Body  from  whence  he  might 
apprehend  any  Oppoiition,  but 
there  was  the  lefs  Danger  from 
them,  as  the  People  in  general  had 
now  a  contemptible  Opinion  of 
them.  However,  to  humble  them, 
and  terrify  them  into  a  Compliance, 
in  1531,  he  had  them  all  condemn¬ 
ed  for  breaking  the  Statutes  of  Pi 
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j  munire.  As  it  was  not  in  their  Power 
to  inflame  the  People  as  formerly, 
and  the  Papal  Authority,  which 
was  as  good  as  at  an  End  in  Eng¬ 
land,  could  do  them  no  Good,  they 
were  fenfible  they  mull  depend  on 
the  King  alone  for  Proteftion.  And 
fo  they  gave  him  118,840/.  for 
their  Pardon,  by  an  Aft  of  Con¬ 
vocation,  wherein  they  acknow¬ 
ledge  him  the  foie  Protector  and  Su¬ 
preme  Head  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Convocation  of  Canter - 
land  gave  100,000/.  and  the  Con¬ 
vocation  of  York  the  reft. 

Towards  the  End  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Year,  the  King  privately  mar- 
'ried  Anne  Boleyn,  The  fame  Year, 
Sir  Thomas  More  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  a  learned  Man,  but  a  violent 
Perfecutor  of  the  Reformed,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  King’s  Proceedings 
would  end  in  a  total  Rupture  with 
the  Church  of  Rome,  reflgned  the 
Great  Seal,  which  was  given  to 
Sir  Thomas  Audley  :  And  the  Parli¬ 
ament  palled  an  Aft,  forbidding 
the  Payment  of  Annates,  or  Firll- 
Fruits,  for  Bilhopricks,  to  the  See 
of  Rome.  The  next  Year,  1533, 
an  Aft  was  palfed,  forbidding  all 
Appeals  to  Rome,  on  Pain  of  incur¬ 
ring  a  Prcemunire :  The  King’s 
Marriage  with  Anne  Boleyn  was 
made  publick  :  And  Dr.  Cranmer, 
having  been  made  Archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  upon  the  Death  of 
Archbilhop  Warham,  the  Judgment 
of  the  Convocations  of  both  Pro¬ 
vinces  having  been  firft  obtained, 
pronounced  the  Sentence  of  Divorce 
between  King  Henry  and  Catharine 
of  Arragon,  on  May  23,  and  con¬ 
firmed  his  fecond  Marriage  ;  which 
done,  the  new  Queen  was  crowned 
on  the  ill  of  June.  Henry  fent  the 
Lord  Montjoy  to  acquaint  Queen 
Catharine  with  the  Sentence,  and 
to  perfuade  her  to  fubmit.  But  as 
Ihe  had  formerly  appealed  from  the 
Legates  to  the  Pope,  fo  fne  lull  re¬ 


mained  inflexible,  declaring  Ihe 
would  be  the  King’s  Wife,  till  the 
Marriage  had  been  annulled  by  the 
Pope.  Hereupon,  Henry  ordered 
ihe  flnouid  be  only  ftiled  Princefs- 
Doneager  of  Wales.  But  Ihe  abfo- 
luteiy  refufed  to  be  lerved  by  any 
who  would  not  treat  her  as  Queen. 
She  died  at  Kimbolton ,  January  18, 
1536,  in  the  50th  Year  of  her  Age. 
She  was  a  devout  and  pious  Prin- 
cefs,  and  led  a  ftrift  and  levere  Life ; 
but  had  very  high  Notions  of  the 
Papal  Authority.  As  foon  as  the 
News  of  the  Proceedings  in  Eng¬ 
land  reached  Rome,  the  Pope  in  a 
great  Paflion  annulled  Cranmer' s 
Sentence,  and  threatened  the  King 
with  Excommunication,  if  he  did 
not  reduce  the  Caufe  to  its  former 
State. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  King  of 
France  laboured  hard  to  accommo¬ 
date  Matters  between  the  Pope  and 
Henry,  particularly  at  an  Interview 
he  had  with  the  former  at  Mar- 
feilles.  Fie  alfo  fent  John  de  Bellay, 
Bilhop  of  Paris,  to  tty  what  could 
be  done  with  Henry.  Both  Sides 
feemed  inclined  to  an  Accommoda¬ 
tion.  The  Pope  promifed  to  wait 
till  fuch  a  Day  for  the  Return  of  a 
Courier  from  England.  But  the 
Partizans  of  the  Emperor  were  lo 
urgent  with  him,  that  though  they 
could  not  make  him  go  from  his 
Engagement,  yet  they  prevailed  on 
him  to  give  his  Word,  that  he 
would  wait  no  longer  than  the  Day 
appointed ;  which  being  come, 
and  no  News  front  England,  the 
Pope  published  a  Sentence,  declar¬ 
ing  Henry's  Marriage  with  Catha¬ 
rine  good  and  lawful,  requiting  him 
to  take  her  again,  and  denouncing 
Cenfures  in  Cafe  of  Refufal.  Two 
Days  after,  the  Courier  arrived, 
which  might  have  faved  England 
to  the  See  of  Rome ;  but  the  fame 
Meafures  which  precipitated  the 
Sentence,  made  the  Pope  refufe  tq 
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revoke  it,  though  defired  by  feveral 
of  the  Cardinals.  After  all,  it  looks 
as  if  the  King  did  not  aft  with 
Sincerity  in  this  Affair,  but  that  he 
only  meant  to  have  his  Divorce 
juftilied  by  the  Sentence  he  thought 
to  obtain  from  the  Pope,  and  then 
to  drop  him  altogether.  If  fo,  the 
Biter  was  bit ;  but  the  belt  of  it 
was,  he  had  no  great  Reafon  to  care 
for  it.  However  it  be,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  bell  for  England,  that  Mat¬ 
ters  were  not  made  up  ;  for  in  Re¬ 
turn  to  the  Pope’s  Cenfures,  when 
the  Parliament  rnet,  the  Beginning 
of  the  following  Year,  1534,  an 
Aft  was  palled  for  abolilhing  the 
Pope’s  Power  in  England,  with 
Pcter-Pence,  Procurations ,  Delegati- 
1  cns,  Expedition  of  Bulls,  and  Dif- 
: penfaticns  coming  from  the  Court 
of  Rome.  The  fame  Aft  declared 
the  King’s  Marriage  with  Catha- 
‘  rine  null  and  void,  and  his  Marriage 
with  A-nne  Boleyn  valid,  fettling  the 
Succeflion  of  the  Crown  upon  their 
Iffue.  An  Oath  was  enjoined  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Aft,  whereby  all 
‘  Ferfons  were  obliged  to  fwear,  That 
•they  would  be  faithful  to  the  King 
and  Queen,  their  Heirs  and  Suc- 
ceffors ;  that  they  acknowledged  the 
King  for  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church 
'  of  England  ;  that  the  Bilhop  of 
Rome  has  no  more  Jurifdiftion  than 
any  other  Bilhop,  and  that  they  re¬ 
nounced  Obedience  to  him.  In  the 
next  Seflion,  the  Parliament  con¬ 
firmed  the  King’s  Title  of  Supreme 
Head  of  the  Church,  and  paffed  fe¬ 
veral  other  Afts  againll  the  Pope. 
And  fhortly  after,  a  Proclamation 
was  iffued  againll  giving  the  Bilhop 
of  Rome  the  Name  of  Pope,  and  for 
erafing  it  out  of  all  Books,  that,  if 
poffible,  no  Remembrance  of  it  may 
remain.  Pope  Clement  VII.  died 
foon  after  the  Rupture,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Paul  III.  who  drew 
up  a  thundering  Bull  againll  Henry* 
excommunicating  him,  and  abfol- 


ving  his  Subjefts  from  their  Alle¬ 
giance  ;  but  did  not  publilh  it  till 
iome  Years  after,  and  even  then  it 
had  no  Effeft. 

Thus  the  Papal  Power  in  Eng¬ 
land  was  abolished.  But  though 
this  was  in  itfelf  a  happy  Thing  for 
the  Nation,  yet  the  good  Effefts  of' 
it  were  very  little  felt  in  this  Reign  ; 
for  from  this  Time  the  King  af--^. 
fumed  fuck  an  arbitrary  Power  as  "Y 
had  fcarce  ever  been  known  in 
England,  and  exercifed  it  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  was  very  terrible  to  his 
Subjefts.  What  helped  to  give 


him  this  Power,  were  the  Views  of 


the  two  different  Parties  at  Court. 
Thofe  w'ho  adhered  to  the  old  Re¬ 
ligion,  and  had  complied  with  him 
in  the  Matter  of  the  Divorce,  and 
the  Supremacy,  though  the  latter 
was  contrary  to  their  Confcience, 
w'ere  for  humouring  him,  for  fear  he 
Should  go  farther  Lengths.  Thefe 
were  chiefly  the  Duke  of  Norfolk , 
Gardiner  Bilhop  of  Winchejler,  Long- 
land  Bilhop  of  Lincoln,  and  almoit 
all  the  Clergy.  Thofe  who  were 
for  a  farther  Reformation  in  the 
Church,  endeavoured,  by  complying 
with  his  Humour,  to  make  him 
their  Friend,  in  Hopes  that  fome 
Time  or  other  he  would  favour  the 
new  Opinions.  The  principal  Per- 
fons  of  this  Party,  were  Queen 
Anne  Boleyn  herfelf.  Archbishop 
Cranmer,  and  Thomas  Cromnvell , 
who,  though  only  a  Blackfmith' s  Son 
at  Putney,  had  been  one  of  Wolfey’’ s 
Domelticks,  and  was  now  in  great 
Credit  with  the  King.  But  Henry, 
though  he  had  quite  thrown  off 
the  Pope,  yet  ftiffly  adhered  to  the 
old  Popilh  Religion  all  the  Days  of 
his  Life.  At  the  fame  Time  he  w  as 
exceeding  jealous  of  his  Supremacy, 
and  an  Enemy  to  the  Papal  Autho¬ 
rity.  He  therefore  made  feveral 
of  both  Parties  feel  the  terrible  Ef-  - 
fefts  of  the  arbitrary  Power  he  had 
acquired.  He  got  what  Laws  he 
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pleafed  made  againft  them,  and  put 
them  in  Execution  without  Mercy. 
Many  of  both  Religions  were  put 
to  Death.  Papijls  and  Protejlanis 
were  hanged  or  burnt  together,  at 
the  fame  Time  and  Place;  the 
fformer  for  denying  the  King’s  Su- 
*premacy,  and  the  latter  for  what 
Qvas  called  Herefy ;  the  King  ever 
making  his  own  Belief  the  Standard 
for  that  of  his  Subjects.  Among 
the  reft,  Bilhop  Fijher  and  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  More  were  beheaded  for  re- 
fuling  to  take  the  Oath  of  Supre¬ 
macy  ;  and  Barnes,  Lambert *  Anne 
AJkew,  and  feveral  others,  were  cru¬ 
elly  burnt  for  profefling  the  Pro- 
tellant  Dodtrine.  All  this  was  the 
xf^Effedt  of  that  abfolute  Power, 
which  the  Heads  of  both  Parties, 
by  their  Compliances,  had  for  dif¬ 
ferent  Views  given  the  King.  Add 
to  this,  that  Gardiner,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Temporizers  of  the  Popi/h 
Party,  made  ufe  of  all  their  Credit 
with  the  King  to  turn  him  againlt 
the  Proteftants. 

However,  befides  calling  off  the 
Pope’s  Authority,  he  did  another 
Thing  which  helped  forward  the 
Reformation  afterwards,  tho’  Henry 
had  other  Views  in  it.  The  Monks 
being  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Pope, 
were  very  open  in  their  Invedtives 
againft  the  King,  and  fhewed  them- 
felves  utter  Enemies  to  his  Supre¬ 
macy  and  all  the  late  Statutes  made 
againft  the  Pope’s  Authority.  For 
this  fome  of  them  were  executed, 
and  at  laft  Henry  refolved  upon  a 

_  total  Suppreffion  of  the  Monalteries.. 

To  pave  the  Way  to  it,  and  pre- 
poffels  the  People  in  favour  of  his 
Defign,  he,  in  1535,  ordered  a  ge¬ 
neral  Vifitation  of  the  Religious 
Houfes,  and  appointed  Cromwell, 
Vijlt  or -General.  He  with  other 
Commiffioners  made  a  ftrift  Inquiry 
into  the  Lives  and  Manners  of  the 
Monks  and  Nuns,  and  difcovered 
the  moil  horrid  Scenes  of  Levvd- 
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nefs,  Debauchery,  and  Iihpiety 
Their  Reports  were  published,  anc 
a  great  many  Abbots  and  Priors 
with  their  Monks,  being  threatenec 
with  the  Rigour  of  the  Law,  anc 
advifed,  in  order  to  prevent  it,  tc 
furrender  their  Houfes  to  the  King, 
did  it  accordingly.  The  nextThin^ 
was  an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  1536 
for  fupprefling  the  leffer  Monafte- 
ries,  to  the  Number  of  376,  anc 
giving  their  Eilates  and  Effedts  tc 
the  King.  Shortly  after  Cromwel 
was  made  the  King’s  Vicegerent 
in  all  Ecclefiaftica!  Affairs ;  anc 
thefe  Houfes  were  adtuaily  fup- 
preffed  in  Auguft.  There  were  nc 
lefs  than  three  Rebellions  raifed  in 
the  North,  by  the  Monks  and  then 
Devotees ;  but  they  were  happily 
quelled  by  the  King’s  Forces,  anc 
feveral  of  the  Ringleaders  execu¬ 
ted.  The  King  refolved,  notwith- 
ftanding,  to  proceed  to  the  Sup¬ 
preffion  of  all  the  other  Monafte- 
ries,  and  ordered  a  ftridt  Vifitation, 
to  prepare  the  Way.  What  fet  the 
People  moll  againft  them,  and  made 
the  Work  the  eafier  for  the  King, 
was  the  Difcovery  that  was  made 
of  the  abominable  Frauds  of  the 
Monks  with  regard  to  Relicks  and 
Images.  As  to  the  latter,  the  fame 
Machinery  that  is  ufed  in  Puppet- 
Shews,  was  made  Ufe  of  by  thefe 
holy  Fathers,  to  caufe  the  Images 
of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  other  Saints,  to  move,  and  nod, 
and  turn  the  Head  ;  which  the  poor 
deluded  People  fancied  to  be  the 
Eftedl  of  a  Divine  Power.  Great 
Quantities  of  thefe  Images,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  pretended  Relicks  of 
Saints,  were  publickly  burnt  by 
the  King’s  Order,  and  among  the 
reft,  the  Bones  of  that  Arch-Saint 
Thomas  Bechet,  whofe  coftly  Shrine 
was  feized  for  the  King’s  Ule.  The 
Number  of  Monalteries,  that  were 
fuppreffed,  from  firft  to  laft,  were 
643,  together  with  90  Colleges. 
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2374  Chantries  and  Free  Chapels , 
and  1 10  Hofpitals.  Their  yearly 
Value,  as  given  in  before  the  Sup- 
preffion,  when  the  Rents  were  low, 
becaufe  the  Fines  upon  the  Leafes 
were  high,  was  152,517 /.  i8r.  \od. 
But  their  real  Value  was  luppofed 
to  be  1,600,000/.  an  immenfe  Sum 
in  thofe  Days !  Befides  this,  the 
Plate,  Furniture,  and  other  Effedls, 
were  of  a  prodigious  Value,  which 
all  fell  into  the  King’s  Hands.  King 
Henry  allowed  fmall  Penfions  to  fe- 
veral  of  the  Abbots,  Monks,  and 
Nuns,  fold  the  Abbey-Lands  to  his 
Subjects  at  eafy  Rates,  and  applied 
Part  of  the  Revenue  of  thefe  Haufes 
towards  the  Founding  of  the  new 
•Bifhopricks  of  Chejlsr ,  Gloucefer, 
Peterborough,  Oxford,  Bnfol,  and 
Weflminjler  ;  which  laft  ceafed  to  be 
a  Bilhoprick  after  its  firfl  Bilhop. 
The  Order  of  the  Knights  of  St. 
John  cf  Jerufalem,  was  foon  after 
entirely  fuppreffed. 

The  King  had  been  married  to 
Anne  Boleyn  but  about  three  Years, 
when  he  began  to  be  jealous  of  her, 
which  ended  in  her  Ruin.  At  the 
fame  Time  he  was  in  Love  with 
Jane  Seymour,  which  doubtlefs  made 
him  more  willing  to  entertain  dif- 
advantageous  Thoughts  of  the 
Queen,  by  whom  he  had  had  one 
Daughter,  named  Elizabeth,  whom 
we  fnall  hereafter  fee  Queen  of 
England.  Queen  Anne  Boleyn  was 
naturally  of  a  very  chearful  and 
gay  Temper,  which  pofiibly  might 
lead  her  into  fome  Indifcretions, 
without  any  criminal  Intention. 
And  there  is  good  Reafon  to  think, 
that  her  Enemies  of  the  Fopifh 
Party  took  Advantage  of  the  Dif- 
pofition  the  King  was  in,  to  com- 
pleat  her  Deftrudlion,  becaufe  lhe 
was  a  great  Favourer  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation.  However,  fhe  was  accufed 
of  a  criminal  Familiarity  with  her 
owm  Brother,  the  Earl  of  Rochford, 
and  four  of  her  Dcmeiticks,  who 
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were  all  executed  ;  and,  after  all,  the 
Queen  herfelf  was  beheaded  on  the 
Green  within  the  Tower,  on  May  19, 
1536.  The  very  next  Day  the  King 
married  Jane  Seymour,  who  bore  him. 
Prince  Edward,  his  Succeflor.  But 
his  Birth  colt  the  Queen  his  Mother^. 
her  Life.  Queen  Anne’s  Marriage 
was  nulled,  on  Pretence  of  a  Pre- 
contradl  with  the  Lord  Percy ;  and 
her  Daughter  Elizabeth,  as  well  as 
Mary  the  Daughter  of  Catharine, 
were  illegitimated  by  Adt  of  Parli¬ 
ament. 

In  1539,  by  the  Counfels  of  Gar ^ 
diner  and  others  of  the  Pop i ill  Par¬ 
ty,  the  Reformers  received  a  ter¬ 
rible  Blow,  by  an  Adi  palled  in 
Parliament,  defervedly  called  The 
Bloody  Statute ;  which  made  it 
Burning  or  Hanging  for  any  one 
to  deny  Tranfubjiantiation,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Necelfity  of  Communion  in 
both  Kinds,  that  it  was  lawful  for 
Brief  s  to  marry,  that  Vows  of  Chaf- 
tity  may  be  broken,  that  private 
Maffes  are  unprofitable,  or  that  Au¬ 
ricular  Ccnfejfon  is  not  necelTary  to 
Salvation.  *— 

A  Marriage  having  been  con¬ 
cluded  between  King  Henry  and 
Anne  of  Cle-ves,  Siller  to  the  Duke 
of  Cle-ues,  and  to  the  Dutchefs  of 
Saxony,  upon  her  Arrival  in  Eng¬ 
land,  the  King  went  down  to  fee  her, 
and  upon  the  Frit  Sight  conceived 
a  Diflike  of  her  Perfon,  and  fwore 
they  had  brought  him  over  a  Flan -- 
ders  Mare?  Neverthelefs,  for  poli¬ 
tical  Reafons,  he  married  her  in 
January,  1540.  But  his  Averfion 
to  her  continuing,  he  got  himfelf 
devorced  from  her  about  fix  Month* 
after.  As  Cromwell  had  the  chief 
Hand  in  this  Match,  the  King  ne¬ 
ver  forgave  him  for  it,  though  he 
afterwards  created  him  Earl  of  Eflx. 

He  did  not  enjoy  this  new  Title 
long ;  for  the  Duke  of  Norfolk , 
Gardiner,  and  other  Chiefs  of  the 
Popifh  Party,  taking  Advantage  of 


Y  -r-c  ctcAj  k » 
l  S  .  L'  fj  — VO" 


T 


l>  fib#  Sf 
Ac 


the 


f  ty/ 

ifjyy-f.  dduA~ 


24  o 


HENRY  VIII. 


-  i  -3  i 


the  King’s  Difpleafure  on  account 
of  the  Marriage,  found  Means  to 
work  his  Ruin.  He  was  accufed  of 
Righ-Treafon  by  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  and  attainted  in  Parliament  be¬ 
fore  the  Divorce,  and  loft:  his  Plead 
on  a  Scaffold,  on  the  28th  of  July. 
The  King’s  being  in  Love  at  this 
Time  with  Catharine  Howard,  Niece 
to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  helped  the 
'  more  eafily  to  accomplifh  his  De- 
ftruftion.  This  was  the  King’s 
fifth  Wife.  His  Marriage  with  her 
was  declared  on  the  8th  of  Auguft. 
He  loved  her  extremely,  but  had 
foon  Caufe  to  repent  of  the  Match  : 
For  Ihe  was  accufed  of  Lewdnefs 
and  Adultery  upon  much  better  Evi¬ 
dence  than  Anne  Boleyn,  was  con¬ 
demned  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  and 
beheaded  on  Tower-Hill ,  February 
12,  1542.  The  Lady  Rockford,  one 
of  her  Complices,  who  had  accufed 
her  Hufband,  the  Lord  Rockford,  of 
a  criminal  Commerce  with  his  Sif¬ 
ter  A/me  Boleyn,  was  beheaded  with 
her.  Dereham,  Mannock,  and  Culpe¬ 
per,  who  confeffed  they  had  lain 
with  the  Queen,  were  aifo  executed. 

The  fame  Year,  1542,  Ireland  was 
erefted  into  a  Kingdom  ;  from  which 
Time,  our  Kings  were  ftiled  Kings 
of  Ireland,  whereas  before  they  had 
only  the  Title  of  Lords  of  Ireland. 

At  this  Time  Henry  had  a  Quar¬ 
rel  with  James  V.  his  Nephew,  King 
of  Scotland.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
entered  that  Country  at  the  Plead  of 
20,000  Men,  when  the  Scots  Army 
running  away  in  a  Fright,  great 
Numbers  were  flain  in  the  Purfuit, 
and  taken  Prifoners,  and  among 
them  feveral  general  Officers  and 
Perfons  of  Diftinftion  ;  which  Lofs 
fo  affefted  James,  that  he  foon  after 
died  with  Grief,  leaving  only  one 
Daughter,  Mary,  but  leven  Days 
©Id,  who  fucceeded  him. 


In  July,  1543,  the  King  took  to 
his  fixth  Wife  the  Lady  Catharine 
Parr,  Relict  of  Nevil Lord  Latimer. 
She  was  a  great  Friend  to  the  Re¬ 
formed,  which  put  the  oppofite  Party 
upon  contriving  her  Ruin,  infomuch 
that  an  Order  was  figned  by  the 
King  for  fending  her  to  the  Tower, 
for  abetting  Herefy  :  But  by  her  en¬ 
gaging  Addrefs  fihe  fo  prevailed  on 
him,  that  the  Order  was  revoked. 
Several  Plots  were  alfo  laid  by  the 
fame  Party,  to  ruin  the  good  Arch- 
bifhop  Cranmer ;  but  the  deferved 
Efteem  and  Alfeftion  the  King  had 
for  him,  baffied  all  their  Defigns. 

King  Henry  having  entered  into 
a  League  with  the  Emperor  againft 
France,  pafled  over  to  Calais,  and  laid 
Siege  to  Boulogne,  which  furrender- 
ed  September  14,  1 5 44.  This  War 
continued,  without  much  Succefs  on 
either  Side,  till  1 546,  when  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  was  concluded  on  the  7th 
of  June. 

The  King,  now  grown  monftrous 
fat  and  unwieldy,  did  not  long  fur- 
vive  this  Peace :  He  died  in  the  56th 
Year  of  his  Age,  on  Jan.  29,  1547, 
after  a  Reign  of  37  Years  and  9 
Months,  and  lies  buried  at  Windfor. 
Never  had  any  Englijh  King  acquired 
fuch  an  abfolute  Power  over  his 
Subjects  as  Henry.  His  Parliaments 
did  juft  what  he  pleafed,  and  his  foie 
Will  was  in  effeft  the  Law  both  in 
Church  and  State.  He  was  natural¬ 
ly  of  a  ftern  and  haughty  Temper, 
but  grew  more  obftinate  and  fierce 
in  his  latter  Years.  He  built  St. 
James' s  Palace  in  the  24th  Year  of 
his  Reign  ;  and  home  Time  before, 
infiituted  the  College  of  Phyficians. 
A  Man  was  boiled  to  Death  in  Smith- 
field  for  poifoning,  that  being  the 
Punifhment  ordained  for  that  Crime 
by  Aft  of  Parliament,  which  was  re¬ 
pealed  in  the  next  Reign. 
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EDWARD  VI.  ss-j-j. 


D  WA  R  D,  the  only  Son  of 
HenryVlll.  by  his  Queen,  Jane 
Seymour ,  fucceeded  his  Father 
at  the  Age  of  nine  Years  and  three 
Months.  He  was  a  Prince  of  fuch 
excellent  Qualities,  that  the  Nation 
might  have  been  happy  under  him, 
if  either  he  had  reigned  longer,  or 
thofe  who  by  Virtue  of  the  late 
King’s  Will  were  intrufted  with  the 
Government  during  his  Minority, 
which  was  fixed  to  his  18th  Year, 
which  he  did  not  live  to  reach,  had 
not  molt  of  them  minded  their  own 
private  Advantage  more  than  the 
Good  of  the  State.  The  young 
Prince  being  at  Hertford ,  with  his 
Sifter  Elizabeth,  when  his  Father 
died,  the  Council  fent  Edward  Sey¬ 
mour  Earl  of  Hertford,,  his  Uncle, 
with  Sir  Anthony  Brown,  to  bring 
him  up  to  London.  At  Enfield  they 
acquainted  him  with  the  King’s 
Death,  and  then  proceeded  with  him 
to  London,  where  he  was  proclaimed 
the  fame  Day,  January  31,  1547, 
by  the  Name  of  Edward  VI. 


The  firft  Thing  the  Council  did 
after  this,  was  to  open  the  late 
King’s  Will,  who  had  been  em¬ 
powered  by  Parliament,  not  only 
to  fettle  the  Succeffion,  but  to  ap¬ 
point  the  Form  of  Government  till 
his  Succeffor  fhould  be  of  Age. 
Here  it  appeared,  that  he  had  named 
fixteen  Perfons,  fome  Proteftants  and 
fome  Papifts,  his  Executors,  Re¬ 
gents  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Go¬ 
vernors  to  his  Son.  The  chief  of 
the  former  were  Archbifhop  Cran- 
mer  and  the  Earl  of  Hertford ;  and 
of  the  latter,  the  Lord  Chancellor* 
Wriothefiey ,  and  Tonftal  Bilhop  of 
Durham.  He  alfo  appointed  twelve 
Privy-Counfellors,  Affiftants  to  the 
Regents,  who  likewife  were  a  Mix¬ 
ture  of  both  Parties.  B-ut  the  Party 
of  the  Reformers  was  the  ftrongelfc 
both  in  the  Regency  and  the  Coun- 
cil. 

For  the  more  eafy  Difpatch  of 
Bufinefs,  the  Regents  thought  fit  to 
chufe  one  of  their  Number  to  be 
their  Preftdent,  with  the  Title  of 
R  Protefior 


242  E  D  W  A 

Proteftor  of  the  Realm,  and  Gover¬ 
nor  to  the  King :  However,  he  was 
to  do  nothing  without  the  Confent 
of  the  Majority  of  the  reft  of  the 
Regents.  The  Choice  fell  upon 
the  Earl  of  Hertford ,  the  King’s 
Uncle,  who  was  foon  after  made 
Duke  of  Somerfet .  Others  of  the 
Regents  had  alfo  new  Titles  con¬ 
ferred  on  them  :  Chancellor  Wrio- 
thejley  was  made  Earl  of  Southamp¬ 
ton  :  John  Dudley,  Vifcount  Lijle, 
Son  of  Dudley,  who  was  executed 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Reign, 
was  advanced  to  be  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick  :  William  Parr,  Earl  of  EJfex, 
Brother  to  the  Queen-Dowager,  and 
one  of  the  Council,  was  created 
Marquis  of  Northampton  ;  and  Sir 
Thomas  Seymour,  another  of  the 
Council,  and  younger  Uncle  to  the 
King,  had  the  Title  of  Lord  Sudley. 
He  was  foon  after  made  High- 
Admiral,  and  his  Brother,  the  Pro- 
teftor,  Lord  Treafurer  and  Earl- 
Marlhal.  This  fudden  Advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Family  of  the  Seymours 
was  not,  to  be  lure,  looked  upon 
by  many  without  Envy. 

The  King  was  crowned  on  the 
■20th  of  February  :  And  Ihortly  af¬ 
ter,  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  who 
was  like  to  be  a  dead  Weight  upon 
the  Reformers,  was  for  fome  Mil- 
demeanor  deprived  of  the  Chancel- 
lorlhip,  and  confined  to  his  Houfe. 
And  now  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  got 
himfelf  eftablilhed  Proteftor  by  Pa¬ 
tent  under  the  Great  Seal,  in  l'uch 
Manner,  that  he  had  the  foie  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  King  and  King¬ 
dom,  and  the  reft  of  the  Regents 
became  no  more  than  Counfellors  to 
him. 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  this 
Step,  it  was  of  great  Advantage  to 
the  Reformation  ;  for  now  the  Pro- 
teftor  found  himfelf  at  full  Liberty 
to  follow  the  Advice  of  Crammer 
and  the  other  Reformers,  whofe 
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Party  muft  needs  be  ftronger  than 
that  of  their  Adverfaries,  as  the 
King  himfelf  was  at  their  Head, 
who,  tho’  young,  had  imbibed  the 
Principles  of  the  Reformation  under 
Dr.  Cax,  his  Preceptor,  and  con¬ 
tinued  firmly  attached  to  them  as 
long  as  he  lived.  It  being  refolved 
therefore  to  make  ufe  of  this  fa¬ 
vourable  Conjunfture,  the  firft  Step 
was  to  appoint  a  general  Vifitation 
of  the  Churches,  the  Vifitors  being 
empowered  to  abolilh  fome  grofs 
Abufes  in  the  publick  Service,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpeft  to  Images. 
Bonner  and  Gardiner,  who  had  out¬ 
wardly  complied  with  all  the  Mea- 
fures  of  the  late  King,  now  thought 
fit  to  oppofe  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Vifitors,  whereupon  they  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  Prifon.  The  Princels 
Mary  alfo  exprefled  her  Dillike  of 
the  new  Regulations,  and  wrote  to 
the  Proteftor  to  that  Purpofe;  but 
he  knowing  his  Power,  lhgwed  no 
Regard  to  it.  The  Parliament  meet¬ 
ing  in  November  this  Year,  con¬ 
firmed  all  that  the  Protector  had 
done,  and  moreover  palled  an  Aft 
to  abolilh  all  private  Majfes,  and  to 
reftore  the  Cup  to  the  Laity  ;  and 
another  to  recognize  the  King’s  Su¬ 
premacy.  The  Aft  of  the  fix  Arti¬ 
cles,  or  the  Bloody  Statute,  and  two 
Afts  againft  fhe  Lollards,  were  like- 
wife  repealed  by  this  Parliament. 

But  before  this,  the  Proteftor 
had  made  a  fuccefsful  Expedition  in 
Scotland.  There  was  a  Treaty  of 
Marriage  concluded  in  the  late 
Reign  between  Prince  Edward,  now 
King,  and  the  young  Queen  of 
Scots.  But  a  contrary  Party  now 
prevailing  in  Scotland,  ref u fed  to 
make  good  this  Treaty.  The  Pro¬ 
teftor  therefore,  to  compel  them  to 
it,  en'ered  Scotland  with  1 5,000  Foot, 
and  3000  PL  rle.  With  this  Army 
he  met  the  Scots  near  Mnjflburgb, 
who  were  30,000  ftrong.  B  th 
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Armies  engaging  on  the  10th  of 
September,  1547,  the  Scots  were ;  en¬ 
tirely  routed,  14,000  being  killed 
on  the  Spot,  and  1500  taken  Pri- 
foners.  This  threw  the  Scots  into 
the  utmoft  Confirmation,  but  the 
Prote&or  flaid  not  to  improve  his 
Vidtory  ;  an  Affair  which  concerned 
the  Safety  of  his  Perfon  calling  him 
home,  after  an  Abfence  of  but  fix- 
teen  Days.  This  was  the  News  of 
his  Brother  the  High- Admiral’s  ca¬ 
balling  againfi  him  at  Court.  He 
was  proud,  haughty  and  ambitious, 
had  made  his  Addrefles  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth,  and  had  actually 
married  the  Queen-Dowager,  Ca¬ 
tharine  Parr,  without  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  his  Brother  the  Piotedlor, 
whom  he  envied,  and  wanted  to 
fupplant,  in  order  to  put  himfelf  in 
his  Place.  To  this  End  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  form  a  Party  among  the 
Nobility,  and  ufed  all  his  Arts  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  young 
King ;  and  not  without  Succefs. 
In  fhort,  he  left  no  Stone  unturned 
to  procure  his  Brother’s  Ruin  ;  but 
he  firft  procured  his  own,  being  at¬ 
tainted  in  Parliament  of  confpiring 
againfi  the  Government,  and  be¬ 
headed  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1549. 

The  Emperor  having  defeated 
and  taken  Prifoner  the  Eledor  of 
Saxony,  and  having  alfo  got  the 
Landgrave  of  Hejfe  into  his  Hands, 
the  Proteftant  Caufe  in  Germany  was 
brought  into  very  difcouraging  Cir- 
cumftances.  Upon  this  many  learn¬ 
ed  Reformers  took  T.efuge  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  among  others,  Peter  Martyr, 
Bucer,  Ochinus,  and  Fagius ;  on 
whom  King  Edward  befiowed  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Benefices.  Peter  Martyr 
was  Divinity  Profelfor  at  Oxford, 
and  Bucer  at  Cambridge,  where  Fa- 
gtus  was  alfo  Hebrew  Profeffor. 

In  1548,  feveral  fuperftitious  Prac¬ 
tices  were  aboliflied  by  Order  of 
'  Council,  as  the  carrying  of  Candles 
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out  Candlemas-Day,  of  Afhes  on  AJh- 
Wednefday,  of  Palm  on  Palm-Sunday ; 
as  alfo  the  Ceremonies  ufed  on 
Good-Friday  and  Eajler-Day.  And 
foon  after  was  ordered  the  total 
Removal  of  Images  out  of  Churches. 
As  there  w'ere  two  Parties  then  in 
England,  fome  approved  of  thefe 
Changes,  and  others  difliked  them ; 
but  the  Council  were  refolved  to 
go  through  with  the  Work,  the  Pro- 
tedor  had  it  chiefly  at  Heart,  and 
it  was  what  was  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  young  pious  King.  1  he 
Parliament,  which  met  towards  the 
End  of  the  Year,  pafled  an  Act, 
allowing  Priefis  to  marry ;  and  an¬ 
other,  confirming  the  new  Liturgy, 
which  Commiflioners  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  and  reform,  and 
which  foon  after  was  ellabliihed  in 
all  the  Churches. 

Whilft  the  Men  in  Power  were  thus 
throwing  off  the  Fopperies  of  the  old 
Religion,  it  is  pity  they  could  not  fee 
the  Abfurdity  of  that  which  is  the 
worft  Part  of  Popery,  namely.  Per¬ 
fection.  'Joan  Boucher,  commonly 
called  Joan  of  Kent,  one  of  thofe  call¬ 
ed  Anabapdfts,  being  pronounced  a 
Heretick,  was  delivered  over  to  the 
Secular  Power,  and  condemned  to  be 
burnt.  The  King,  who,  though  fo 
young,  had  a  better  Way  of  Think¬ 
ing  than  his  Bifhops  or  Counfellors, 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  the 
Council  to  fign  the  Warrant  for  her 
Execution,  declaring  it  to  be  cruel 
and  unjufi  ;  till  Cranmer  being  em¬ 
ployed  to  ufe  Arguments  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  it,  the  good  young 
King  at  laft  did  it  with  Tears  in 
his  Eyes,  faying,  if  he  did  wrong, 
Cranmer  fhould  anfwer  for  it  be¬ 
fore  God:  And  fo  the  poor  Wo¬ 
man  was  delivered  to  the  Flames. 
Some  Time  after,  George  V an  Pare , 
a  Dutchman.,  one  of  a  pious  and  ex¬ 
emplary  Life,  fuffered  in  the  fame 
Manner  on  the  fame  Account.  ri  his 
was  a  gieat  Bleniifh  upon  the  Re- 
R  2  formers, 
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formers,  and  the  Papifts  too  juftly 
faid,  that  they  were  only  againll 
Burning,  when  they  were  in  Fear  of 
it  themfelves. 

The  Prote&or  hitherto  had  pur- 
fued  his  Scheme  of  Reformation 
with  great  Succefs.  But  this  Year, 
1549,  he  found  himfelf  very  much 
embarraffed  both  at  home  and  a- 
broad.  At  home  there  were  Com¬ 
motions  and  Infurre&ions  in  di¬ 
vers  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  part¬ 
ly  on  Account  of  Religion,  and 
partly  on  other  Accounts ;  but  all 
occasioned  by  fome  of  the  late 
Changes.  After  the  DilTolution 
of  the  Monafteries,  Abundance  of 
Monks  found  themfelves  under  a 
Neceflity  of  working  for  their 
Living ;  which  occalioning  more 
Workmen  than  there  was  Work  to 
be  done,  the  common  People  in 
moll  Counties  were  either  dellitute 
of  Employment,  or  forced  to  work 
for  very  low  Wages.  Befides,  as 
the  Monafteries  ufed  to  lett  their 
Lands  to  the  Farmers  at  low  Rents, 
they  could  then  afford  to  employ 
a  great  many  Hands  and  to  give 
good  Wages.  But  the  Cafe  was 
altered  ftnce  thefe  Lands  were  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Nobility  and  Gen¬ 
try,  who  had  greatly  raifed  the 
Rents,  and  at  the  fame  Time  neg- 
lefted  Hofpitality,  though  it  was  on 
that  Condition  they  held  thofe 
Lands.  And  then  the  Bulinefs  of 
Inclofures  was  reckoned  a  great 
Grievance ;  for  the  Landlords  or 
their  Farmers,  finding  a  better  Ac¬ 
count  in  Wool  than  in  Corn,  had 
inclofed  great  Quantities  of  Land 
for  the  Breeding  of  Sheep,  which 
anhanced  the  Price  of  Corn  to  the 
great  Detriment  of  the  Poor.  Thefe 
and  other  Caufes  confpiring,  the 
common  People  thought  they  were 
going  to  be  ruined-j  and  as  there 
were  always  Perfons  ready  to  make 
a  Handle  of  their  Difcon tents,  for 
reftoring  the  old  Superftition,  they 
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rofe  in  Arms  in  feveral  Countiei. 
The  Protestor  tried  all  he  could  to 
redrefs  their  Grievances,  but  all  he 
got  by  it  v/as  the  Ill-will  of  the 
Council  and  the  reft  of  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  with  whom  he  never 
flood  very  fair.  The  moft  formida¬ 
ble  Infurreflions  were  in  Devovjhire 
and  Norfolk.  In  the  former  the  Mal¬ 
contents  were  10,000  ftrong,  headed 
by  one  Arundel.  The  Lord  John  Rif- 
fel  was  fent  againll  them ;  but  his 
Forces  being  inferior  to  theirs,  he 
kept  at  fome  Diftance,  and  deftred 
to  know  what  it  was  they  demanded, 
that  he  might  lay  it  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  They  fent  in  their  Demands  in 
fifteen  Articles,  moft  of  which  tended 
to  an  entire  Reftoration  of  the  old 
Religion :  Which  being  rejected, 
and  the  Negotiations  broke  off,  the 
Rebels  immediately  befieged  Exeter ; 
where  meeting  with  a  brave  Re- 
fiftance  from  the  Inhabitants,  they 
turned  the  Siege  into  a  Blockade,  in 
Hopes  to  ftarve  them  out.  But  the 
Lord  Rujfel  having  received  a  Re¬ 
inforcement,  came  to  its  Relief, 
when  reduced  almoft  to  the  laft 
Extremity.  He  attacked  and  de¬ 
feated  the  Rebels,  took  Arundel  and 
the  Mayor  of  Bodmyn,  who  were 
hanged  with  fome  others.  In  Nor¬ 
folk,  the  Rebellion  was  no  lefs  for¬ 
midable,  w'here  the  Malcontents 
got  together  to  the  Number  of 
20,000,  being  headed  by  one  Ket 
a  Tanner.  But  Dudley  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick  marching  againll  them  with 
the  Army  deftgned  for  Scotland, 
quickly  difperfed  them,  killing  2000, 
and  taking  a  great  many  Prifoners, 
among  whom  was  Ket  their  Leader, 
w'hbwas  hanged  at  Norwich.  It  was 
on  account  of  thefe  Infurredtions  in 
divers  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  at 
once,  that  the  Lords-Lieutenants  of 
Counties  were  firft  appointed. 

In  the  midll  of  thele  Diltratti- 
ons  at  home,  the  War  with  Scot¬ 
land  continued  without  Succefs. 

The 
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The  Scots  had  laft  Year  received 
confiderable  Succours  from  France , 
had  made  au  Inroad  into  England 
as  far  as  Newcaflle,  and  carried  off 
great  Booty.  And  now,  in  1549, 
they  took  Brougbty-Cajlle  from  the 
Englifh  ;  and  the  Pro  ted  or  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  hold  Haddington,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Troubles  in  England, 
caufed  it  to  be  demolilhed.  At  the 
fame  Time,  to  compleat  the  Mis¬ 
fortunes  of  the  Englifh,  Henry  II. 
King  of  France,  who  fucceeded 
Ft  ■ana's  I.  invaded  the  Territory  of 
Boulogne,  though  no  War  had  been 
declared.  By  the  Treaty  between 
Henry  VIII.  and  Francis,  Boulogne 
was  to  be  reftored  to  France  in 
eight  Years  for  2,000,000  of  Crowns 
of  Gold  :  But  Henry  II.  had  formed 
a  Delign  of  getting  it  before,  with¬ 
out  paying  the  Money.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  after  having  taken  fome 
Forts  in  its  Territory,  he  laid  Siege 
to  Boulogne  itfelf,  and  after  feveral 
fruitlefs  Attacks  turned  it  into  a 
Blockade.  This  War  exceedingly 
difturbed  the  Prote&or,  infomuch 
that  for  the  Sake  of  procuring  a 
Peace,  he  propofed  to  the  Council 
the  Reftitution  of  Boulogne:  But 
this  Propofal  was  rejected  with  In¬ 
dignation. 

Many  of  thev  Regents  appointed 
by  Henry  VIII.  could  not  forgive 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet  for  afluming 
the  whole  Government,  and  re¬ 
ducing  them  to  the  State  of  bare 
Counfellors.  His  chief  Enemies  were 
Wriothejley  Earl  of  Southampton,  and 
Dudley  Earl  of  Warwick.  It  was 
principally  by  their  Means,  that  a 
llrong  Faction  was  now  formed  a- 
gainft  him  in  the  Council.  At  laft, 
on  the  6th  of  Qdlober,  they  with 
the  Lord  Prefident  St.  ’John ,  ar.d 
fix  other  Counfellors,  feparated  from 
the  reft,  and  met  at  Ely-Houfe  as 
the  King’s  Council,  and  were  foon 
joined  by  feven  more.  Here  they 
confidered  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
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and  laid  many  Things  to  the  Duke’s 
Charge,  fending  for  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Common-Council  of 
London,  and  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  and  forbidding  them  to  own 
him  for  Protestor ;  which  they  com¬ 
plied  with.  The  Duke  upon  the 
firft  Notice  of  what  was  doing  re¬ 
moved  the  King  to  Windfor,  armed 
his  Servants  and  Friends,  and  took 
fome  other  Precautions,  which  only 
furnilhed  his  Enemies  with  a  frefti 
Handle  againft  him.  At  laft,  five 
other  Counfellors  forfook  him,  find¬ 
ing  he  was  falling,  and  none  re¬ 
mained  with  him  but  Cranmer  and 
Paget.  The  Council  having  thus 
all,  in  a'  Manner,  removed  to  Lon¬ 
don,  publilhed  a  Manifelto  againft 
the  Duke,  and  then  went  in  a  Body 
to  the  King  at  Windfor,  who  re¬ 
ceived  them  gracioufly  ;  when  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Accufation,  chiefly  turning 
upon  his  having  aflumed  the  whole 
Power  of  the  Government,  being 
exhibited  againft  him,  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  fent  to  the  T ower.  Then 
fix  Lords  were  appointed  to  be  Go¬ 
vernors  to  the  King,  but  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  became  Prime  Minifter, 
to  the  great  Mortification  of  the 
Earl  of  Southampton,  who  Ihortly 
after  retired  from  Court  and  died  of 
Grief.  The  Popilh  Party  rejoiced 
at  the  Duke  of  Somerfet’ $  Difgrace, 
and  expected  great  Things  from  this 
Change :  But  they  foon  tound  them- 
felves  miftaken.  For  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  was  wholly  fwayed  by 
his  Ambition,  and  was  in  reality  of 
neither  Religion,  knowing  what  was 
moil  likely  to  eftablilh  himfelf  in 
Favour  with  the  King,  turned  his 
Back  upon  the  Rotnanifts,  and  de¬ 
clared  for  the  Reformation. 

The  Duke  of  Somerfet  having- 
thought  it  his  wifeft  Courfe,  in 
order  to  get  out  of  his  Enemies 
Hands,  to  fubfcribe  a  Confeflion  of 
the  Charges  againft  him,  and  to 
throw  himfelf  upon  the  King’s 
R  3  Mercy, 
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Mercy*  who  ftill  had  a  great  Af¬ 
fection  for  him,  though  at  the  fame 
Time  he  protefied  he  never  had 
any  ill  Defign  againft  the  King  or 
State,  was  by  ACt  of  Parliament,  in 
Jan.  1550,  fined  in  2000/.  a  Year 
of  Land,  and  condemned  to  forfeit 
all  his  Goods  to  the  King,  and  to 
lofe  all  his  Places.  His  Enemies 
did  not  thins:  fit  to  purfue  him  any 
farther,  Whilft  he  had  any  Share  in 
the  King’s  Favour,  as  it  was  plain 
he  had  at  this  Time.  For  on  Feb.  6, 
On  giving  10,000/.  Bond  for  his 
good  Behaviour,  he  was  difcharged 
out  of  the  Tower ;  and  not  long 
after,  the  King  pardoned  him,  and 
again  made  him  one  of  his  Coun¬ 
sellors.  In  the  mean  Time,  to 
fruftrate  the  Hopes  that  the  Ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Reformation  might  en¬ 
tertain  from  the  Duke 'of  Somerfet'’ s 
Fall,  the  Parliament  palled  an  Act 
confirming  the  new  Liturgy,  and 
ordering  all  Images  to  be  burnt 
or  defaced  before  the  laft  Day  of 
June. 

Though  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  was 
exclaimed  againft  for  barely  pro- 
pofing  the  Reftitution  of  Boulogne, 
yet  this  Year  it  was  actually  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  French  for  400,000 
Crowns  of  Gold  :  The  Coniequence 
of  which  was  a  Peace  with  France, 
In  which  Scotland  was  alfo  included  ; 
and  King  Edward  deftfted  from  his 
intended  Marriage  with  the  Queen 
of  Scots. 

The  Reformation  ftill  went  on. 
Jn  1551,  a  Confelfion  of  Faith  was 
drawn  up,  the  new  Liturgy  was  cor¬ 
rected,  the  Crofs  in  confecrating  the 
Eucharift,  Prayers  for  the  Dead,  &c. 
were  laid  afide.  The  Princefs  Mary 
refu fed  to  comply  with  thefe  Chan¬ 
ges,  and  ftill  had  Mafs  faid  in  her 
Houle.  The  Sweating  Sicknefs  raged 
again  in  England  this  Year,  and 
continued  from  April  to  Odober. 

The  ambitious  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick,  new  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
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thinking  his  Power  could  not  be 
fully  eltablilhed,  whilft  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet  was  living,  refolved  now 
to  remove  him  out  of  the  Way. 
Accordingly,  having  firft  prepoffeffed 
the  King  againft  him,  he  got  him 
accufed  both  of  Treafon  and  Felony. 
He  was  acquitted  of  the  Treafon, 
but  condemned  to  die  for  Felony, 
in  defigning  to  feize  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland's  Perfon,  with  In¬ 
tent,  as  it  was  given  out,  to  have 
him  afialhnated.  Accordingly  he 
was  beheaded  on  Jan.  2Z,  1552,  to 
the  great  Grief  of  the  People,  by 
whom  he  was  highly  efteemed. 
Thus  fell  the  Duke  of  Somerfet, 
the  King’s  Uncle,  whofe  Character 
is  differently  reprefented  by  the 
Friends  of  the  two  Religions,  and 
there  is  no  Doubt  but  their  Zeal 
led  them  both  into  Extremes,  the 
Papills  in  blackening  him,  and  the 
Proteftants  in  commending  him, 
who  make  whatever  AClions  of 
his  favour  of  Ambition,  to  be  pure¬ 
ly  the  EffeCt  of  his  Zeal  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  Reformation.  However, 
it  is  certain  that  he  had  heaped  up 
great  Riches,  of  which  Somerfet- 
Houfe  in  the  Strand,  which  he  built, 
and  which  ftill  bears  his  Name,  is 
an  evident  Proof. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland’s  • 
Ambition  had  for  fome  Time  put 
him  upon  forming  the  ProjeCt  of 
bringing  the  Crown  into  his  own 
Family:  And  upon  the  young 

King’s  falling  into  a  dangerous  Con- 
fumption  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1553,  he  began  to  take  Meafures 
for  putting  it  in  Execution.  To 
this  End  he  married  his  fourth  Son, 
the  Lord  Guilford  Dudley,  with 
Jane  Grey,  eldeft  Daughter  of  the 
Marquis  of  Dorfet,  now  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  by  Frances  Brandon,  who 
was,  by  Henry  the  Vlllth’s  Will,  the 
next  in  Succeffion  after  the  Princefs 
Elizabeth,  as  being  the  only  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mary,  Queen -Dowager  of 
3  France* 
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Frame,  Daughter  to  Henry  VII.  Soul  to  God  on  the  6th  of  July, 
by  her  fecond  Hufband,  Charles  1553,  in  the  fixteenth  Year  of  his 
Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk.  This  Age,  having  reigned  fix  Years,  five 
Step  being  taken,  Northumberland  Months  and  nine  Days.  He  was 
knowing  the  King’s  great  Concern  buried  in  Wejlminjler- Abbey ,  near 
for  the  State  of  Religion  under  his  Henry  VII.  his  Grandfather. 

Sifter  Mary,  who  was  to  fucceed  King  Edward  VI.  was  a  Prince 
him,  artfully  perfuaded  him,  now  of  fuch  rare  Accomplilhments  for  his 
his  Diftemper  was  become  defpe-  Years,  that  he  was  efteemed  the  Mi- 
rate,  to  fettle  the  Crown  on  his  racle  of  his  Time.  He  had  an  ex- 
Daughter-in-Law,  the  Lady  Jane  cellent  Genius,  was  Mafter  of  the 
Grey.  The  Judges  were  in  a  Man-  Latin  and  French,  and  pretty  well 
ner  compelled  by  Northumberland  to  acquainted  with  the  Greek  and  other 
draw  up  and  fign  the  Settlement  ;  Tongues.  He  had  made  a  wonder- 
after  which  it  was  figned  by  all  the  ful  Progrefs  in  the  Sciences,  under- 
Council.  flood  Fortification,  and  knew  all  the 

The  King  in  the  mean  Time  Harbours  and  Ports  in  his  Do- 
growing  worfe  and  worfe,  theCoun-  minions.  He  kept  a  Journal,  in 
cil  difmifted  the  Phyficians,  and  com-  which  he  regularly  entered  all  the 
mitted  him  to  the  Care  of  a  certain  important  Tranfaftions  of  his  Reign. 
Woman,  who  undertook  to  cure  Add  to  this,  that  he  was  remarkably 
him  ;  but  inftead  of  that,  fhe  only  pious,  and  of  a  fvveet  and  amiable 
put  him  to  more  Pain,  which  in-  Temper.  He  confirmed  his  Father’s 
creafed  the  People’s  Sufpicions  of  Grant  of  Chrijl's  and  St.  Bartholo~ 
fome  foul  Play  in  the  Duke  of  mew’s  Hofpitals,  and  founded  Bride- 
Northumberland  to  haften  the  King’s  well  and  St.  Thomas's  Hofpitals. 
Death.  But  that  is  only  Conjedlure.  He  alfo  founded  feveral  Schools, 
The  Phyficians  were  fent  for  again,  which  were  moftly  endowed  out  of 
but  not  being  able  to  do  hini  any  the  Chantry  Lands. 

Good,  the  pious  King  refigned  his 


ST~  /OyrVlafi  Jc 


R  4 


t&S* 3 


MARY. 


i  sir 3. 


$4$  MARY, 


Jf  •S&c/tifYi  <fc ufy'1 


MARY.  /A  S3  —  /.rs  r. 


VI  /FA  R  T,  Daughter  of  King 
J  Henry  VIII.  by  Catharine  of 
Arragon,  was  placed  the  fe- 
cond  in  Succeffion  in  the  faid 
King’s  Will,  which  he  was  em¬ 
powered  to  make  by  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  for  fettling  the  faid  Succeffion ; 
though  the  Aft  declaring  her  illegi¬ 
timate  had  never  been  repealed. 
\Vhen  the  late  King  her  Brother 
W2s  near  expiring,  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  got  the  Council  to 
•write  to  her  and  her  Sifter  Elizabeth 
to  come  and  keep  him  Company  in 
his  Illnefs.  But  his  Deftgn  in  re¬ 
ality  was  to  get  the  two  Princefles 
into  his  Hands.  They  were  aftually 
coming  up,  and  Mary  was  within 
half  a  Day’s  Journey  of  London , 
■when  flie  was  informed  of  the  King’s 
peath,  of  the  Crown’s  being  affign- 
cd  to  the  Lady  Jane  Grey ,  and  of 
the  Deftgn  to  fecure  her  Perfon  : 
Upon  which  (he  turned  back,  and 
retired  to  Kenning- Hall  in  Norfolk, 
from  whence,  on  July  o,  fhe  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  Council,  afTerting 


her  Right  to  the  Crown,  and  pro- 
miftng  to  pardon  fuch  as  would  re¬ 
turn  to  their  Duty.  Then  fhe  repair¬ 
ed  to  the  Caftle  of  Framlingham  in 
Suffolk,  where  fhe  took  the  Title  of 
Queen ;  and  being  proclaimed  at 
Norwich,  fhe  fent  circular  Letters 
tp  all  the  Nobles,  demanding  their 
Affiftance  in  afterting  her  Right. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  who  bore  an  ab- 
folute  Sway  in  the  Council,  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  fent  to  Jane,  with 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk  her  Father,  to 
notify  to  her  her  Acceffion  to  the 
Crown,  by  Virtue  of  King  Edward's 
Alignment.  This  excellent  Lady, 
who  very  much  refembled  that 
young  King  in  the  Endowments 
of  her  Mind,  the  Study  of  Letters, 
and  Acquirement  of  ufeful  Know¬ 
ledge,  as  fhe  was  much  of  the 
fame  Age,  being  in  her  fixteenth 
Year,  ffiewed  no  Manner  of  Am¬ 
bition  for  the  Crown,  and  was  with 
Difficulty  prevailed  on  to  accept  it, 
after  the  molt  preffing  Arguments 
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of  her  Father  and  Father-in-Law, 
and  the  earnell  Solicitations  of  the 
Lord  Guilford  her  Hufband.  Hav¬ 
ing  thus  yielded  with  Reluctance 
’to  what  others  would  afpire  after, 
the  Council  withdrew  with  her  to 
the  Tower,  and  the  next  Day,  July 
jo,  Ihe  was  proclaimed  in  London 
by  the  Name  of  Queen  Jane.  But 
the  People  were  fo  aftonifiied  to  fee 
a  Queen  proclaimed  they  had  never 
once  thought  of,  that  there  were 
none  of  thofe  Acclamations  which 
are  ufual  on  fuch  Occalions  :  Which 
was  a  bad  Omen  to  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  whom  the  People 
never  liked,  and  they  knew  that  this 
was  all  his  Contrivance  :  And  a 
Piece  of  Severity  that  was  adled  on 
this  Occafion,  fet  them  ftill  more 
again!!  him.  A  Vintner' s  Boy  hav¬ 
ing  fome  Way  expreffed  his  Scorn 
at  the  Proclamation,  was  taken  up 
and  fet  on  a  Pillory,  with  his  Ears 
nailed  to  it,  and  cut  off  from  his 
Head. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  was 
hated  moft  of  all  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  on  account  of  the  great 
Slaughter  he  had  made  in  the  late 
Rebellion,  which  was  on  a  civil, 
not  a  religious  Account.  Thefe 
two  Counties  therefore  immediately 
declared  for  Mary.  The  Suffolk 
Men  were  very  forward  on  this 
Occafion,  though  they  were  great 
Friends  to  the  Reformation,  and 
therefore  infilled  on  her  leaving 
Religion  as  !he  found  it  ;  which 
Ihe  readily  promifed  to  do.  Many 
Lords  alfo  came  to  Framlingham  to 
offer  their  Service,  and  raifed  Forces 
for  her. 

Though  the  Majority  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  were  no  Friends  to  the  Duke, 
and  had  only  through  Fear  joined  in 
his  Meafures,  they  had  not  yet  an 
Opportunity  of  adfing  again!!  him  : 
And  therefore  upon  the  News  of 
Mary's  Proceedings,  and  the  Pre¬ 
parations  that  were  making  in  her 
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Favour,  they  gave  Orders  for  raifing  JJJS 
Forces,  which  were  to  meet  thofe 
already  on  Foot  at  Newmarket. 

But  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Earl 
of  Arundel  politickly  contrived  it 
fo,  that  the  Duke  of  Northumber¬ 
land  lhould  go  and  take  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  thefe  Forces  ;  that  in  his 
Abfence  they  might  have  the  better 
Opportunity  of  lhaking  off  his  Yoke, 
and  declaring  again!!  him.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  marched  out  of  London 
with  2000  Horfe  and  6000  Foot, 
and  with  them  went  and  headed 
6000  more,  already  affembled  at 
Newmarket.  At  his  leaving  London , 
though  great  Crowds  came  out  to  fee 
him  pafs  by,  yet  none  wi!hed  him 
Succefs,  which  Ihewed  how  ill  they 
were  affedled  to  him.  The  Duke 
marched  to  Cambridge,  and  from 
thence  advanced  towards  St.  Ed- 
mundjbury  ;  whilft  feveral  Circum- 
llances  concurred  to  throw  him  into 
great  Perplexity.  His  Army  daily 
diminilhed  by  Defertions  :  Mary 
made  a  great  Progrefs  in  Norfolk. 
and  Suffolk  :  Six  Men  of  War,  fent 
to  the  Coal!  of  Suffolk  to  prevent 
her  efcaping  abroad,  declared  for 
her  :  And  Sir  Edward  Hafings , 
who  had  been  fent  by  the  Council 
to  levy  Troops  in  Buckinghamjhire, 
having  raifed  4000  Men,  jnftead  of 
joining  Northumberland,  declared  for 
Queen  Mary,  and  proclaimed  her  at 
Buckingham.  Thefe  Things  made 
the  Duke  turn  back  to  Cambridge, 
from  whence  he  writ  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  fpeedy  Succours,  but  to  no 
Purpofe  ;  for  the  Council  having 
found  Means  to  get  out  of  the 
Tower,  from  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
who  was  left  there  to  dired!  them 
in  Northumberland's  Abfence,  im¬ 
mediately  declared  for  Mary,  and 
fending  for  the  Lord-Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  went  together  and  pro¬ 
claimed  her  in  feveral  Parts  of  the 
City.  Which  done,  they  fent  to 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk  to  deliver  up  the 
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?swfr,  which  Order  he  immediately 
obeyed  ;  and  to  his  Daughter  /fane, 
to  defift  from  the  Title  of  Queen, 
and  lay  down  her  new  Dignity, 
which  file  did  with  more  Pleafure 
than  ihe  had  taken  it  up  but  nine 
Days  before.  Then  the  Council 
Pent  Orders  to  the  Duke  of  North¬ 
umberland  to  difband  his  Troops 
and  fubmit  to  Queen  Mary  :  But 
he  having  heard  before  of  what 
had  paffed,  prevented  their  Orders, 
and  proclaimed  her  at  Cambridge, 
throwing  up  his  Hat,  and  cryipg 
God Jaue  ffueen  Mary.  Notwith- 
fiandipg  which,  he  was  arrefied  the 
next  Day  by  the  Earl  of  Arundel ; 
when  this  haughty  Man,  w'ho  had 
been  fo  infolenc  in  his  Profperity, 
fell  in  the  moft  abjeCl  Manner  at 
the  Earl’s  Feet,  to  beg  his  Favour, 
and  ihewed  other  Signs  of  Terror, 
Dejection  and  Meannefs  of  Spirit. 
Three  of  his  Sons,  and  fome  others, 
were  feized  at  the  fame  Time,  and 
fent  with  him  to  the  Tower  ;  whi¬ 
ther  alfo  were  fent  or  detained  there, 
the  Lady  'Jane  and  her  Hufband, 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  the  Marquiis 
of  Northampton,  Biftiop  Ridley,  and 
others.  But  three  Days  after,  the 
Queen,  to  make  fome  Shew  of  Cle¬ 
mency,  fet  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  at 
Liberty.  And  now  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  declared  for  Mary,  who  entered 
London  on  the  3d  of  Augufi ,  with 
her  Sifter  Elizabeth,  who  had  met 
her  with  2000  Horfe  j  and  going 
to  the  Tower,  fire  immediately  re¬ 
leafed  Gardiner  and  Bonner,  with 
the  Dpke  of  Norfolk,  who  had  been 
fent  a  Prifoner  there  at  the  End  of 
Henry  the  Vitith’s  Reign,  and  fome 
others.  Thus  Queen  Mary  faw  her- 
ieif  eftablithed  on  the  Throne  with¬ 
out  any  Effufion  of  Biood  ;  which 
was  owing  more  to  the  Hatred  of 
ail  Ranks  of  People  againft  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  than  to 
their  Love  to  Mary,  who  had  no 
hearty  Friends  but  the  Papifts,  then 
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by  much  the  fmalleft  Party  in  the 
Kingdom. 

The  new  Queen,  who  was  a 
thorough  Bigot  to  Popery,  thought 
of  nothing  but  refioring  it,  and 
would  immediately  have  fent  for 
Cardinal  Pole,  as  Legate,  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  Nation  to  the  Pope  ;  But 
the  politick  Gardiner,  whom  file 
made  her  Chancellor,  and  who  had 
now  the  chief  Sway,  fearing  that 
Pole’s  Arrival  might  i:;:::ment  njip 
in  the  Queen’s  Favpur,  propofed 
the  refioring  of  the  old  Religion 
by  De: trees,  rnd  lb  managed  Mat¬ 
ters  \  th  the  Emperor,  that  he 
wrote  to  Mary  to  follow  the  Bi- 
fiiop’s  Meafures,  to  which  fire  at 
length  confented,  and  Pole’s  Com¬ 
ing  was  fufpended. 

The  Queen  had  promifed  the 
Suffolk  Men,  that  file  would  leave 
Religion  as  Ihe  found  it  at  Ed¬ 
ward’s  Death ;  but  it  foon  appeared 
that  file  defigned  not  to  be  as  good 
as  ter  Word,  when  file  declared  in 
Council,  that  file  .would  not  force 
Men’s  Confidences  in  Matters  of  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  yet  this  Declaration,  as 
well  as  the  other,  file  foon  contra¬ 
dicted  by  her  Actions.  The  Papifts 
were  lo  furs  of  her  Intention  to  re- 
ftore  their  Religion,  that  they  be¬ 
gan  openly  to  inveigh  againft  the 
Proteftant  Religion,  though  it  frill 
had  the  Laws  on  its  Side  ;  and  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  publifhed  Ihortly  after, 
though  artfully  worded,  too  plainly 
difeovered  her  Deiign  :  For  therein 
file  declared,  that  Ihe  would  ufe  no 
Force,  Jill  all  was  regulated  by  Au¬ 
thority  of  P arli ament .  By  the  fame 
Proclamation  all  Preaching  was  for¬ 
bid,  without  an  exprefs  Licence ; 
and  feveral  other  Orders  were  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  very  unfavourable  to 
the  Proteftants. 

On  the  2 2d  of  Aug.  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland  was  beheaded 
for  Iligh-Treafon.  And  Sir  John 
Gates ,  and  Sir  Thomas  Palmer ,  two 

of 
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•of  his  Affociates,  were  executed  at 
the  fame  Time.  The  Duke  fell 
i  unlamented  by  all.  He  declared 
ithat  he  died  a  Roman  Catholick, 
3  and  had  been  always  fuch  in  his 
Heart  :  And  indeed  it  plainly  ap¬ 
peared,  that  his  favouring  the  Re¬ 
formation  under  Edward,  was  only 
to  ferve  his  own  politick  Views. 
Nor  was  his  fetting  up  Jane  out  of 
any  Love  to  Religion,  but  purely 
the  EffeA  of  Ambition  to  advance 
his  own  Family  to  the  Crown. 

The  People  of  Suffolk  were  fome 
of  the  firft  that  fell  under  the  Dif- 
pleafure  of  the  Court  for  tranfgreff- 
ing  the  Orders  in  the  Proclamation. 
They  therefore  fent  Deputies  to  the 
Queen,  humbly  to  put  her  in  Mind 
of  her  Promife.  But  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  very  roughly,  and  told,  that 
it  was  not  for  the  Members  to  rule 
the  Head,  butthe  Head  the  Members. 
And  one  of  them,  who  ufed  more 
Freedom  than  the  re  it,  was  fet  in 
the  Pillory, 

Shortly  after,  Bradford  and  Ro¬ 
gers ,  two  eminent  Proteftant  Preach¬ 
ers,  were  committed  to  Prifon.  The 
Popilh  Bilhops  who  had  been  de¬ 
posed  in  the  laft  Reign,  were  re¬ 
stored,  and  thofe  who  had  been  put 
in  their  Room,  turned  out;  fome  of 
whom  were  fent  to  Prifon  on  various 
Pretences,  as  was  fhortly  after  the 
good  Archbilhop  Cranmer.  And 
now  the  Roman  Catholicks,  feeing 
how  the  Tide  ran,  began  openly  to 
fet  up  their  Worlhip,  before  it  was 
reftored  by  Authority  ;  in  which 
they  were  countenanced  by  the 
Court. 

The  Queen  was  crowned  on  the 
jft  of  October.  And  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  the  Court  had  taken 
care,  by  all  Manner  of  Artifices  and 
even  Violence  in  managing  the  Elec¬ 
tions  and  Returns,  to  have  entirely 
at  their  Devotion,  met  on  the  10th. 
As  to  the  Lords,  though  they  had 
been  almoft  all  Proteftants,  at  lead 
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outwardly,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Edward ,  they  turned,  almoft  wholly, 
zealous  Catholicks,  under  Queen 
Mary.  This  Parliament  immedi¬ 
ately  repealed  the  Divorce  of  the 
Queen’s  Mother,  by  which  they  a 
fecond  Time  declared  the  Princefs 
Elizabeth  illegitimate.  Then  they 
made  void  all  the  Laws  of  King 
Edward  concerning  Religion,  re¬ 
ftored  the  Mafs,  and  brought  all 
Things  back  to  the  State  they 
were  in  at  the  latter  End  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth’s  Reign  ;  Gardiner  not 
thinking  it  advifeable  as  yet  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther.  But  the  Queen 
was  impatient  to  go  through  with  the 
Work,  to  have  the  Pope’s  Power 
fully  reftored,  and  the  Nation  re¬ 
united  to  the  Holy  See.  Gardiner 
was  defirous  of  the  fame,  but  he 
did  not  think  it  yet  a  proper  Time. 
Or,  it  may  be,  he  was  for  putting  it 
off,  becaufe  in  order  to  this  there 
would  be  a  Neceffity  of  Cardinal 
Pole's  coming  to  England,  of  whom 
he  was  jealous,  becaufe  the  Queen 
had  an  extraordinary  RefpeCt  for 
him,  infomuch  that  it  was  believed 
Ihe  would  have  been  glad  of  a  Dif- 
penfation  to  marry  him.  But  now 
a  Marriage  was  projecting  by  the 
Emperor,  with  Gardiner  in  the  Se¬ 
cret,  if  he  was  not  the  firft  Mover  of 
it,  for  his  Son  Philip  of  Spain,  with 
Queen  Mary.  The  Nation  was  ve¬ 
ry  averfe  to  this  Match,  and  even 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  packed  as 
it  was,  addrefled  the  Queen  againft 
it  ;  at  which  being  offended,  fhe 
diffolved  the  Parliament. 

In  the  mean  Time,  Jane  Grey, 
and  Guilford  Dudley  her  Hufband, 
were  tried,  and  condemned  to  die 
as  Traitors  ;  as  was  alfo  Arch- 
bifhop  Cranmer,  though  he  appealed 
to  the  Judges,  with  what  Reluctance 
he  figned  the  Inftrument  for  the 
Queen’s  Exclufion.  However,  the 
Queen  affected  to  forgive  him  for 
the  Trealon,  defigning  at  the  fame 

Time 
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Time  to  have  him  put  to  Death  as 
an  Heretick  ;  though  he  had  been 
the  Means  of  laving  her  Life,  when 
her  Father  would  have  put  her  to 
Death,  for  her  Adherence  to  her 
Mother’s  Intereiis. 

Whilft  the  Parliament  was  fitting, 
the  Convocation  decided  in  favour 
of  Ti r anfubft ant iation ,  atter  a  fbam 
Dii  nutation  between  the  Proteliant 
and  Popiih  Clergy  ;  in  which  the 
former,  who  were  but  fix  in  the 
Houfe,  were  run  down  with  Num¬ 
bers  and  Noife,  for  Want  of  Argu¬ 
ments. 

The  Treaty  of  Marriage  between 
Philip  and  Mary  was  figned  Jan.  I  2, 
1554,  in  which  Gardiner  took  care 
to  have  fuch  Conditions  inferred  as 
might  make  it  go  down  with  the 
Parliament,  and  might  feem  to  fe- 
cure  England  from  coming  under 
the  Dominion  of  Spain.  Notwith- 
llanding  which,  as  foon  as  it  was 
pnblifhed,  Murmurs  and  Complaints 
were  every  where  heard  againil  it  ; 
and  an  Inferred!  on  foon  broke  our, 
Of  which  the  Marriage  was  either 
the  real  or  pretended  Caufe.  It 
was  concerted  between  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk,  Sir  ’Thomas  Wyat,  and 
Sir  Peter  Carew.  This  laid:  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  raife  Cornwall ;  but 
he  had  taken  his  Meafures  fo  ill, 
that  they  were  prefently  difeon- 
ctrted  ;  whereupon  he  fled  into 
Prance.  The  Duke  of  Suffolk  be¬ 
haved  not  much  better  in  Warwick- 
fhire,  and  his  Defign  being  dif- 
covered  by  Means  of  an  intercepted 
Letter  from  Wyat,  before  he  had 
Well  begun  to  act,  he  was  feized  by 
the  Eail  of  Huntingdon,  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Tower.  Wyat,  who 
was  not  a  Proteliant,  but  a  Roman 
Catholick,  proceeded  with  greater 
Expedition  in  Kent.  He  marched 
towards  London,  at  the  Head  of 
4000  Men,  which  were  foon  in- 
creafed  10  6000  He  advanced  to 
Southwark ,  and  finding  the  Bridge 
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well  fecured,  he  marched  up  to 
Kingjion,  and  eroding  the  Thames, 
proceeded  towards  London,  defin¬ 
ing  to  enter  the  City  by  Ludgate, 
foolifiily  prefuming  the  Londoners 
would  declare  in  his  Favour.  When 
he  came,  he  unluckily  found  the 
Gate  fnut  againil  him,  and  as  Care 
had  been  taken  to  block  up  his  Way 
behind,  finding  his'  Cafe  defperate, 
he  furrendered,  and  was  conveyed 
to  Prifon.  With  fo  much  Eafe 
was  this  Rebellion  crulhed,  which, 
if  it  had  been  managed  by  abler 
Heads,  might  have  daggered  the 
Court,  but  now,  by  its  ill  Suc- 
cefs,  tended  only  to  increafe  their 
Power. 

This  Confpiracy,  and  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk’s  having  a  Hand  in  it, 
haftened  the  Catailrophe  of  his  inno¬ 
cent  Daughter,  the  Lady  Jane  Grey, 
and  her  Hulband  ;  though,  in  all 
likelihood,  as  Ihe  was  fo  firmly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Reformation,  ihe  would 
fome  Time  or  other  have  fallen  a 
Sacrifice,  if  this  Affair  had  not 
happened.  This  pious  Lady,  with 
the  utmod  Refignation  and  Forti¬ 
tude,  fubmittedherNeck  totheBlock 
on  Feb.  iz,  after  die  had  feen  the 
headlefs  Body  of  her  Hulband  carried 
along  by  her  from  the  fame  Executi¬ 
on.  And  nine  Days  after,  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk  her  Father  under¬ 
went  the  fame  Fate. 

In  the  mean  Time  Bret,  one  of 
Wyat’ s  Captains,  was  hanged,  with 
fifty-eight  more  of  his  Men.  After 
which,  600  Prifoners  were  brought 
before  the  Queen  with  Ropes  about 
their  Necks,  and  received  their  Par¬ 
don.  Wyat,  on  his  Trial,  in  hopes 
offaving  his  Life,  accufed  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth  as  an  Accomplice  in 
his  Confpiracy ;  but  finding  he  mud 
die,  he  cleared  her  of  all  on  his 
fecond  Examination,  as  alfo  at  the 
Place  of  Execution.  However,  his 
Accufation  occafioned  the  Princeis 
to  be  fent  to  the  Tower,  where  fhe 
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#ndured  a  long  and  fevere  Confine¬ 
ment,  and  was  afterwards  removed 
a  Prifoner  to  Woodjlock.  Gardiner, 
,and  perhaps  the  Queen  too,  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  had  her  put 
to  Death,  and  Schemes  were  even 
laid  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  Ihe  hap¬ 
pily  efcaped  them  all. 

A  Parliament  was  now  to  be  pro¬ 
cured,  which  Ihould  approve  of  the 
Queen’s  intended  Marriage,  and  re- 
ftore  the  Pope’s  Authority  :  Both 
of  which  the  major  Part  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  was  againlt,  and  a  great  many 
even  of  thofe,  who  were  for  the  old 
Religion,  thought  that  the  Pope’s 
Authority  was  by  no  means  necefla- 
ry  to  the  Church.  But  the  Court 
l  was  refolved  to  have  it  fully  re- 
llored,  and  in  order  to  this  the  Mar¬ 
riage  was  thought  neceflary,  that 
they  might  have  the  Affiftance  of 
Spain  in  Cale  the  Nation  Ihould 
prove  too  refractory.  However,  by 
the  Influence  of  Spanijh  Gold,  and 
the  Promife  of  Penfions  from  the 
Emperor  and  the  Queen,  added  to 
former  Arts,  the  Court  got  or  mo¬ 
delled  a  Parliament  to  their  Mind. 
But  before  it  met,  the  Queen  did 
feveral  Things,  by  Virtue  of  her 
Supremacy,  though  (he  abhorred  that 
Do&rine  in  her  Heart.  She  ordered 
Gardiner  to  purge  the  Church  of  all 
married  Bilhops  and  Priefts,  and 
appointed  him,  and  five  other 
Bilhops,  Commiflioners  for  depriv¬ 
ing  four  Bilhops  who  had  Wives  ; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  Parliament  meeting  on  April 
2,  approved  the  Treaty  of  Mar¬ 
riage  between  the  Queen  and  Philip. 
And  nothing  now  Handing  in  the 
Way,  that  Prince  arrived  at  South¬ 
ampton  on  July  19.  The  Queen 
met  him  at  Wmchefler,  and  they 
were  married  by  Gardiner  on  the 
25th  ;  Philip  being  twenty-nine 
Years  old,  but  Mary  thirty-eight. 
The  fame  Day  they  were  pro¬ 
claimed  King  and  Queen  of  Eng- 
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land,  France ,  Naples,  and  Jtrufalnn, 
with  many  other  Titles.  To  thele 
was  afterwards  added,  that  of  King 
and  Queen  of  Spain,  upon  the  Em¬ 
peror  Charles  V.  refigning  thole 
Dominions  to  his  Son  Philip,  as  he 
loon  after  refigned  the  Empire  to 
his  Brother  Ferdinand.  C'are  was 
taken,  by  the  Articles  of  Marriage, 
that  Philip  Ihould  have  no  Share  in 
the  Government  of  England,  though 
doubtlefs  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
break  through  thofe  Reftridtions  in 
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Time.  The  Spanijh  Gravity  in 
Philip  was  by  no  Means  agreeable 
to  the  Englijh,  but  he  did  fome 
Things  which  gained  him  a  Degree 
of  Eileem.  He  procured  the  En¬ 
largement  of  feveral  State-Prifoners, 
and  particularly  of  the  Princefs  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  whc,  whether  from  Motives 
of  Policy  or  otherwife,  found  in  hi in 
a  Prote&or  during  the  reft  of  this 
Reign. 

Whilft  the  Parliament  was  fitting, 
a  new  Conference  was  held  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  about  the  Eucharijl.  Arch- 
bifhop  Cranmcr,  and  the  Bilhops 
Ridley  and  Latimer,  all  Prifoners  in 
the  Fovoer,  were  pitched  upon  to 
difpute  with  the  Popilh  Clergy  on 
that  Subject.  It  was  refolved  be¬ 
forehand  to  confound  them  with 
Noife  and  Clamour,  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Difpute  ;  after  which  they  were 
required  Co  abjure  their  pretended 
Errors,  and  upon  their  refufing  to 
do  it,  excommunicated. 

The  Parliament  meeting  again 
on  the  ii th  of  November,  Pole  was 
at  laft  fent  for  over  in  Quality  of 
the  Pope’s  Legate,  and  arrived  on 
the  24th.  He  opened  his  Legation 
before  the  Kmg,  Qgeen,  and  both; 
Eloufes  of  Parliament,  telling  them 
that  the  Defign  of  ic  was  to  bring 
back  the  ftraying  Sheep  to  the  fold 
of  Chrift.  At  which  the  Queen  was 
fo  tr.nfported  with  Joy,  that  Ihe 
fancied  ihe  felt  a  Child  ftir  in  her 
Womb.  This  mightily  railed  the 

Hopes 
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Hopes  of  the  Popifh  Party,  and  Te 
Deum  was  fung  by  Order  of  Council 
on  the  Occafion  :  But  all  came  to 
nothing  in  the  End. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  the 
grand  Work  of  reconciling  the 
Kingdom  to  the  Pope  was  effected. 
The  two  Houfes  petitioned  the 
King  and  Queen  to  intercede  for 
them  with  the  Legate  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  Hereupon  Pole  came  to  the 
Parliament,  and  after  a  Speech  on 
the  Occafion,  he  enjoined  for  Pe¬ 
nance  the  Repeal  of  all  the  Laws 
made  againil  the  Pope’s  Authority  ; 
which  the  two  Houfes  promifing, 
they  received  Abfolution  from  the 
Legate  on  their  Knees,  and  were 
releafed  from  all  the  Papal  Cenfures. 
The  Aft  of  Repeal  paifed  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  January,  1555,  by  which 
the  Papal  Authority  was  reftcred  as 
it  Hood  before  the  20th  of  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  What  had  like  to  have 
been  the  greatefl  Obflacle  to  this 
whole  Affair,  was  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  Abbey-Lands.  But  rather  than 
hinder  the  fo-much-defired  re¬ 
union,  the  Pope  ufed  great  Artifice 
In.  feeming  to  connive  at  the  pre- 
fent  Poffedors,  though  the  Powers 
he  gave  the  Legate  bore  a  double 
Meaning  ;  and  the  Legate,  though 
he  confented  to  the  Alienations,  de¬ 
nounced  God’s  Judgments' againfl 
all  thofe  who  with-held  any  of  the 
Goods  of  the  Church  ;  and  the 
Queen,  in  her  great  Zeal,  made 
Rellitution  of  all  that  was  in  her 
Hands. 

Popery  being  now  fully  re-efla- 
blifhed,  the  Spirit  of  it  foon  appeared 
in  the  moil  violent  and  bloody  Per¬ 
secution  againfl  the  Proteilants.  Pole 
was  for  reducing  them  by  gentle 
Methods,  without  any  Force  or  cor¬ 
poral  Puniihments  ;  but  Gardiner’s 
violent  Counlels  were  mod  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Court,  and  the  leit  of 
the  Bifhops.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  to  put  them  in  Practice,  and 
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to  leave  to  him  the  Bufinefs  of  extir¬ 
pating  Herefy,  which  he  afterwards 
transferred  to  Bonner,  Bifhop  of 
London,  who  was,  if  poffible,  more 
furious  and  bloody  than  himfelf. 
To  prepare  the  Way,  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  revived  the  antient  Statutes 
that  had  been  made  againfl  Here- 
ti'cks.  The  firit  Sacrifices  to  Popifh 
Zeal  and  Bigotry  were  Hooper,  who 
had  been  Bifhop  of  Gloucejler,  and 
the  three  famous  Protellant  Preach¬ 
ers,  Rogers,  Saunders,  and  Taylor ; 
who  were  all  burnt  at  the  Stake  the 
Beginning  of  February,  1555;  and 
on  March  30,  Ferrar  Bifhop  of  St. 
David’s  was  burnt  at  Caermarthen. 
The  People  in  general  murmured 
at  thefe  Cruelties,  which  occafion- 
ed  fome  Stop  to  the  Perfecution, 
whilll  the  Court  and  Bifhops,  both 
equally  guilty,  endeavoured  to  call 
the  Blame  upon  one  another  :  But 
it  was  foon  renewed  with  double 
Fury  ;  when  among  thofe  who  dif¬ 
fered  Death  in  the  Flames,  were  the 
famous  Bradford  before  mentioned, 
Philpot  Archdeacon  of  Wtnchefler, 
and  the  two  venerable  Bifhops, 
Ridley  of  London,  and  Latimer  of 
Worcefer,  who  were  both  burnt  at 
Oxford ,  and  differed  with  a  Conflancy 
equal  to  that  of  the  primitive 
Martyrs.  In  fhort,  no  lefs  than  67 
Perfons  were  burnt  before  the  End 
of  this  Year. 

In  the  Midfl  of  this  bloody  Zeal, 
the  Court  and  the  whole  Popifh 
Party  met  with  a  conliderable  Dif- 
appointment,  when  the  fo-much- 
expefted  Deliverance  of  the  Queen 
proved  only  a  falfe  Conception,  af¬ 
ter  they  had  been  io  much  elated 
as  to  give  out  that  fhe  was  actually 
delivered  of  a  Prince.  And  King 
Philip  now  defpairing  of  Iffue  by 
the  Queen,  whereby  he  hoped  to 
have  united  the  Monarchies  cl  Spain 
and  England,  and  growing  weary 
of  her,  as  fhe  was  neither  young 
nor  handfome,  left  f England  on 


M  A 

jlie  4th  of  September,  to  the  no  fmall 
fortification  of  the  Queen.  Soon 
3ifter,  the  Popifh  Champion,  Gardi¬ 
ner  Bifhop  of  Winchejler ,  a  Man  of 
Learning  and  Abilities,  but  who 
would  facrifice  eve.  y  Thing  to  his 
private  Intereft,  Ambition  and  Re¬ 
venge,  was  fuddenlv  feized  with  a 
/Diforder,  a  Suppreihon  of  Urine, 
which  carried  him  off  in  a  few 
Days. 

The  Fury  of  the  Perfecu  ion  went 
on  notwithftanding,  which  at  length 
laid  hold  on  the  learned  and  pious 
Archbiihop  Cranmer.  After  fuffer- 
ihg  a  fcornful  Degradation  from 
the  Hands  of  Bonner  and  Thirleby, 
he  was  burnt  at  the .  Stake,  on 
March  21,  155  6.  HA  had  been 
prevailed  on,  by  the  Hopes  of  fav- 
ing  his  Life,  to  fign  an  Abjuration 
;of  his  Opinion  ;  but  when  he  found 
that  he  was  notwithstanding  to  die, 
he  repented  of  what  he  had-done, 
and  fuffered  with  great  Refolution, 

■  holding  out,  as  it  is  faid,  the  Hand 
that  had  figned  the  Abjuration,  till 
it  dropped  off  in  the  Flames,  and 
1  crying  out,  as  he  was  burning,  That 
■unworthy  Hand !  All  the  reit  of  the 
Year  was  one  continued  Perfecution 
of  the  Proteftants,  in  which  85  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  Flames  under  Bonner’ s 
Management,  who  difcovered  on 
thefe  Occafions  a  more  than  brutal 
Cruelty.  Pole  fucceeded  Cranmer 
in  the  Archbiihop  rick  of  Canter¬ 
bury. 

The  following  Year  79  Proteftants 
i  underwent  the  fame'*  fiery  Trial  ; 
and  the  EfFefts  of  Popifh  Malice 
appeared  againft  the  Dead  as  well 
as  againft  the  Living.  The  Bones 
of  Fagius  and  *1 ‘Ducer,  two  Gorman 
Divines,  were  dug  up  and  burnt  at 
Cambridge,  after  they  had  been  ri- 
diculouily  cited  baiore^the  Com,-, 
miifioners  to  give,  an  Aecourtt  of 
their  Faith.  Peter  Martyr  fled  out 
of  the  Kingdom  before  the  P&r'PIst 
cut  ion  began  ;  but  his  Wife,  who 
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had  been  interred  at  Oxford,  was  dug 
out  of  her  Grave,  and  buried  in 
a  Dunghill.  The  Magiftrates  grow¬ 
ing  quite  averfe  to  the  Perfecution, 
C'ommiflioners  were  appointed  for 
that  Purpofe ;  who  proceeded  in 
their  bloody  Work  with  fuch  Dif- 
patch  as  the  Court  and  Clergy  de- 
fired. 

Whilft  the  Queen  and  Court  were 
wholly  intent  upon  thefe  violent 
Methods  for  extirpating  Herefy, 
they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fe- 
duced  by  Spanijh  Counfels  into  a 
Rupture  with  France.  And  though 
in  this  War  the  Spaniards  and  Enghfh 
gained  a  great  Victory  over  the 
French  in  the  Battle  of  St.  ipuintin, 
yet  it  ended  to  the  eternal  Difgrace 
and  Misfortune  of  England,  in  the 
Lofs  of  Calais,  which  this  Nation 
had  been  pofleffed  of  ever  fince  the 
Reign  of  Edward  III.  and  which, 
through  the  inexcufable  Negleft  of 
the  Englifh  Miniftry,  the  Duke  of 
Guife  made  himfelf  Mailer  of,  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year  1558,  as  alfo 
of  Guifes,  and  the  Caftle  of  Homes, 
which  were  the  only  Remains  of  the 
Englijh  Conquefts  in  France. 

The  Lofs  of  Calais  occaftoned 
great  Uneafinefs  and  Murmurs  a- 
mong  the  People,  and  the  Queen 
herfelf  was  fo  fenftbly  touched  at 
this  Misfortune,  that  it  was 'thought 
to  be  one  Means  of  Ihortening'  her 
Days :  Her  Grief  was’  fo  exceffive, 
that  (he  told  Ch«fe  about  her,  fhe 
fhould  die,  if  they  would  know 
the  Caufe,  they  muff. diffeft  her  after 
her  Death,  and  they  fhould  find 
Calais  at  her  Heart.  At  the  fame 
Time  Philip’s  Averlion  gave  her 
great  Uneafinefs,  -afrd,  with  her  other 
Vexations,  increafed  her  natural 
h^Ajrtlidly  ;  whilft  her  Health  was 
fijifibly*  declining,  by  a  Dropfy, 
which  grew' every  "Day  worfe  and 
worfe.  In  this  State  of  Body  and 
Mind  it  was  vifible  Ihe  had. not  long 
to  live  :  And  yet  this  did* not  abate, 

but 
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but  rather  heighten  her  Fury  and  Proceedings  upon  Religion,  though 
that  of  her  Minifters  again  ft  the  in  other  Things  he  was  in  great 
Proteftants.  Thirty-nine  were  burrit  Confidence  with  the  Queen.  But  his 
in  a  lhort  Time  in  this  laft  Year  of  Moderation  was  quite  difagreeable 
her  Reign,  four  of  them  at  Canter-  to  her,  as  well  as  to  the  Pope  and 
bury ,  but  about  a  Week  before  Ihe  Bilhops  ;  and  he  was  even  fufpefted 
died.  Near  three  hundred  peri(hed  of  leaning  a  little  to  the  Proteftant 
in  the  Flames  in  the  four  Years  Religion.  He  was  buried  at  Can- 
whilft  this  Perfecution  raged,  viz.  terbury,  and  Queen  Mary  in  Hen- 
one  Archbilhop,  four  Bifhops,  twen-  ry  Vllth’s  Chapel  in  Wejlminjier- 
ty- one  Divines,  eight  Gentlemen,  Abbey. 

eighty-four  Artificers,  an  hundred  This  Queen  was  educated  under 
Hulbandmen,  Servants,  and  Labour-  her  Mother  in  the  moft  fuperftitious 
ers,  twenty-fix  Wives,  twenty  Wi-  Attachment  to  the  Papal  Authority 
dows,  nine  Virgins,  two  Boys,  and  and  Religion,  in  which  ihe  con- 
two  Infants  :  Befides  which,  feveral  tinued  all  her  Life.  She  was  either 
died  in  Prifon,  and  many  were  naturally  of  a  gloomy  Temper,  or 
whipped,  or  otherwife  cruelly  treat-  her  Religion  made  her  fo  ;  and  this 
ed.  Thefe  Barbarities  had  doubt-  Difpofition  grew  more  and  more 
lefs  continued  longer,  if  the  Queen’s  upon  her,  from  the  many  Mortifi- 
Death  had  not  put  a  Stop  to  them,  cations  and  Difappointments  Ihe 
which  happened  in  November  17,  met  with.  An  exceflive  Bigotry  was 
1558,  in  the  forty-third  Year  of  her  her  diftinguifhing  Charafteriftick, 
Age,  when  Ihe  had  reigned  five  which  made  her  refolve  either  to  re- 
Years,  four  Months  and  eleven  Days,  duce  her  Subj efts  to  Popery,  or  to 
Cardinal  Pole  furvived  her  but  fixteen  deftroy  them;  and  in  the  Midft  of 
Hours,  who,  though  he  was  zealoufly  this  fieryLZeal,  a  Spirit  of  Revenge 
attached  to  the  Papal  Authority,  yet  often  fhewed  itfelf  under  the  Cloak 
was  of  a  mild  and  fweet  Difpofition,  of  a  Concern  for  Holy  Church, 
and  averfe  to  the  Cruelties  praftifed  In  fhort.  Queen  Mary  mull  be  faid 
in  this  Reign,  being  rather  for  re-  to  have  been  a  bad  Queen,  but 
forming  the  Clergy  than  for  burn-  what  chiefly  contributed  to  the  mak¬ 
ing  Hereticks.  After  this  was  ing  her  fo,  was  the  Badnefs  of  her 
known,  he  was  not  confulted  in  the  Religion. 
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'f.  Ji/fARY  being  dead,  her  Sifter 
yj  Elizabeth ,  Daughter  of  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  and  Anne  Boleyn, 
afc  ended  the  Throne,  November  17, 
1558,  purfuant  to  the  Order  of 
Succeflion  fettled  by  that  King’s 
Will,  as  authorized  by  Aft  of  Par¬ 
liament.  The  Counfellors  and  Mi- 
nifters  of  the  late  Queen  Would, 
doubtlefs,  have  been  glad  to  have 
fet  her  afide,  as  they  were  coflfcious 
how  deeply  they  were  concerned  in 
reftoring  Popery  and  perfecuting  the 
Proteftants  ;  and  as  they  knew  Eli¬ 
zabeth  was  a  Proteftant  in  her 
Heart,  though,  to  fave  her  Life,  (he 
had,  as  we  are  told,  outwardly  con¬ 
formed  to  her  Sifter’s  Religion,  who 
would  have  excluded  her  from  the 
Succeflion,  but  found  it  imprac¬ 
ticable.  In  the  Amazement  they 
were  in,  they  concealed  the  Queen’s 
Death  for  fome  Hours.  But  as  the 
Parliament  was  fitting,  all  they  could 
do,  was  to  fend  a  Meflage  to  the 
two  Houfes,  to  inform  them  of  this 
Event,  and  leave  the  Declaration 


of  the  Succefl'or  to  them.  As  the 
Aft,  whereby  Elizabeth  was  de¬ 
clared  illegitimate,  had  never  been 
repealed,  there  were  two  other 
Princefles,  who  might  have  pre¬ 
tended  to  the  Crown.  Thefe  were 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Grand¬ 
daughter  to  Margaret,  Henry  VIII’s 
eldeft  Sifter,  and  Frances,  Duchef's 
of  Suffolk,  Daughter  to  Mary,  his 
younger  Sifter.  But  there  was  net 
difputing  Henry's  Will,  as  it  was 
made  in  Confequence  of  an  Aft  of 
Parliament,  which  had  never  been 
repealed.  And  in  this  Will  the: 
Defendants  of  Margaret  were  not 
exprefsly  named  at  all ;  and  as 
far  as  they  might  be  underftood, 
were  placed  lart  in  the  Succeflion. 
And  as  to  the  Defendants  of  Mary, 
though  named  in  the  Will,  they  were 
fet  after  Elizabeth ;  and  fo  could 
have  no  Right  to  come  in  before 
the  Queen  of  Scots,  but  what  Hen¬ 
ry's  Will  gave  them,  which  Will 
was  equally  in  favour  of  Elizabeth's 
coming  before  them*  notwithftand- 
S  injj 
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ing  her  having  been  declared  ille¬ 
gitimate,  as  well  as  her  Sifter  Mary, 
who  fucceeded  by  Virtue  of  the  fame 
Will.  Upon  this  Foot  then  there 
could  be  no  Difpute  :  And  as  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots  was  married  to  the 
Dauphin  of  France ,  the  Parliament 
might  well  fear  that  the  Conference 
of  her  fucceeding  to  the  Crown  of 
England,  would  be  its  becoming  a 
Province  to  France.  Beftdes,  lhe  was 
as  bigotted  a  Papift  as  the  late  Queen 
Mary  of  England ;  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  as  well  as  the  Nation  in  gene¬ 
ral  were  grown  pretty  lick  of  the 
late  Cruelties  on  account  of  Religi¬ 
on,  and  might  juftly  fear  the  Return 
of  thofe  Barbarities,  in  cafe  the 
Queen  of  Scotland  Ihould  become 
Queen  of  England.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  Majority  of  the  Lords,  if 
not  of  the  Commons,  feem  to  have 
wilhed  well  to  the  Reformation, 
though  they  diffembled  in  the  Reign 
of  Mary  ;  and  perhaps  were  afraid, 
if  Popery  Ihould  continue,  that  they 
Ihould  be  obliged,  one  Time  or 
other,  to  reftore  the  rich  Abbey- 
Lands  they  were  poffeffed  of:  And 
thofe  who  were  real  Friends  to  the 
Papal  Religion  might  hope,  that 
Elizabeth  would,  at  leaft,  favour 
them,  as  lhe  thought  lit,  if  we  may 
believe  Camlden,  to  be  a  Conformift 
during  her  Sifter’s  Reign.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  firft, 
and  then  the  Commons,  unani- 
moufly  declared  for  Elizabeth,  who 
was  thereupon  proclaimed  Queen  of 
England,  France,  and  Ireland.  She 
was  then  at  Hatfield,  and  upon  her 
receiving  the  agreeable  News,  lhe 
came  up  to  London,  attended  by  a 
numerous  Train  of  Lords  and  La¬ 
dies,  and  was  received  every  where 
with  the  loud  and  joyful  Acclama¬ 
tions  of  infinite  Crowds  of  People, 
Queen  Elizabeth  began  her  Reign 
at  25  Years  of  Age,  and  in  the 
Courfe  of  it  Ihewed  the  moft  con- 
fummate  Policy  and  Skill  in  Govern¬ 


ment,  acquiring,  upon  the  Whole, 
the  Character  of  a  great  and  glorious 
Queen.  As  to  her  Perfon,  lhe  was 
tolerably  handfome,  her  Mien  grand, 
noble  and  majeftick.  But  what  lhe 
is  moft  to  be  admired  for,  are  the 
Endowments  of  her  Mind,  her  folid 
Judgment,  her  great  Capacity,  her 
deep  Penetration  ;  all  which  lhe  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  Choice  of  her  Mini- 
fters,  in  the  prudent  and  frugal  Ma¬ 
nagement  of. her  Revenues,  in  a 
thorough  Knowledge  of  the  Inte- 
refts,  Views,  and  Intrigues  of  foreign 
States,  and  taking  her  Meafures  ac¬ 
cordingly,  for  her  own  Safety  and 
the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  her  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  and,  above  all,  in  taking  care, 
by  her  affable  and  engaging  Deport¬ 
ment,  to  reign  in  the  Hearts  of  her 
Subjects,  and  preferve  their  Affec¬ 
tion,  as  lhe  knew  that  to  be  the  belt 
Means  of  prefer ving  her  Crown,  and 
making  it  lit  eafy  upon  her  Head. 
After  all,  it  muft  be  allowed,  thac 
Queen  Elizabeth  had  fome  Faults, 
and  was  guilty  of  fome  Severities 
which  can  hardly  be  excufed,  unlefs 
(he  thought  them  neceffary  to  the 
Safety  of  her  Perfon,  and  the  Peace 
of  her  Kingdoms;  wherein  too  lhe 
might  pofiibly  be  millaken.  How¬ 
ever,  thele  Faults  were  greatly  out¬ 
weighed  by  her  Virtues.  And  if  we 
confider,  that  lhe  had  for  Enemies, 
France  and  Spain,  the  Pope,  and  all 
the  Catholick  Powers,  who  denied 
her  Title  ;  that  the  Queen  of  Scot¬ 
land  was  fupported  by  all  thofe  Pow¬ 
ers,  in  her  Pretentions  to  her  Crown ; 
that  her  own  Roman  Catholick  Sub¬ 
jects  wilhed  to  have  her  dethron¬ 
ed,  and  were  often  in  Plots  for  that 
Purpofe,  in  which  they  were  en¬ 
couraged  by  foreign  Powers ;  that 
the  Irijk,  who  were  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  Pope,  were  rebellious,  and 
occafioned  many  inteftine  Commo¬ 
tions  in  that  Kingdom  :  And  yet  that 
in  the  midft  of  all  lhe,  without  any 
Allies,  lupported  herfelf  through  a 
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long  and  glorious  Reign ;  defeated 
all  the  Projects  of  her  Enemies,  and 
kept  the  Crown  unlhakenon  her  Head 
to  the  laft,  purely  by  her  good  Poli¬ 
cy,  and  the  Affeftion,  Zeal  and  Loy¬ 
alty  of  her  faithful  Subjefts,  whom 
by  her  wife  Behaviour  fhe  attached 
firmly  to  her  Interell  :  I  fay,  if  we 
conlider  all  thefe  Things,  her  vail 
and  furprizing  Abilities  will  evident¬ 
ly  appear.  After  thefe  general  Re¬ 
flections  I  lhall  now  proceed  to  give 
fome  Account  of  the  chief  Tranfac- 
tions  and  Occurrences  in  the  long 
Reign  of  this  renowned  Queen. 

After  aifpatching  AmbalTadors  to 
foreign  Courts  to  notify  her  Accef- 
fion,  the  Queen  formed  her  Council, 
in  which  Ihe  continued  13  that  had 
been  Counlellors  to  the  late  Queen, 
all  Roman  Catholicks.  To  thefe  fhe 
added  eight  more,  who  were  all  as 
zealous  froteftants :  Among  whom 
were  Francis  Rujfel  Earl  of  Bedford , 
Sir  William  Cecil,  and  Sir  Nicholas 
Bacon,  who  was  made  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal.  With  thefe  and  fome 
others  of  the  Protellant  Counfellors 
ihe  held  fecret  Confultations,  how 
to  reftore  the  Reformed  Religion  in 
England.  Before  this  was  done,  King 
Philip  of  Spain  offered  her  Marriage, 
which  though  fhe  was  refolvad  a- 
gainll,  as  being  his  Sifter- in -Law,  as 
well  as  on  other  Accounts,  yet  fne 
would  not  give  a  peremptory  Denial, 
but  kept  him  in  Sufpence,  becaul’e  it 
was  not  her  Imtereft  to  break  with  him 
at  prefent.  But  when  once  fhe  had 
eftablilhed  the  Reformation,  there 
was  an  End  of  the  Affair,  and  Philip , 
of  her  Friend,  became  her  Enemy. 

What  made  the  Reftoring  of  the 
Reformation  the  eafter  was  this,  that 
though  the  Kingdom  appeared  whol¬ 
ly  Popifh,  it  was  not  really  fo ;  but 
the  Majority  had  been  compelled  to 
ut  on  the  outward  Profeffion  by  the 
everity  of  the  Laws,  which  they 
would  be  glad  to  quit  when  they 
could  do  it  with  Safety.  The  Me¬ 
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thods  taken  for  this  Purpofe  were,  to 
remove  all  the  zealous  Catholicks 
from  the  Council,  and  from  all  Polls 
of  Authority,  and  to  turn  out  the 
Popifh  Magiftrates  of  Counties  and 
Corporations,  and  put  Proteftants  in 
their  Room,  in  order  to  have  fuch 
Members  chofen  and  returned  to 
ferve  in  Parliament,  as  Ihould  favour 
the  Reformation.  And  before  they 
met,  the  Queen  Ihewed  her  Inten¬ 
tions,  by  pu'blilhing  a  Proclamation, 
Allowing  Divine  Service  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  and  the  Holy  Scriptures  to 
be  read,  in  the  vulgar  Tongue. 

The  Queen  was  crowned  on  the 
15  th  of  January,  155  9,  by  Oglethorpe 
Bilhop  of  Carlife,  all  the  reft  of 
the  Bilhops  refuftng  to  be  concerned 
in  the  Office,  becaufe  they  already 
faw  Elizabeth's  Averfion  to  the 
Church  of  Rome.  About  ten  Days 
after,  the  Parliament  met,  who  re- 
llored  the  Fir  ft  Fruits  and  Tenths  to 
the  Crown,  appointed  publick  Wor- 
Ihip  to  be  performed  in  the  vulgar 
Tongue,  and  reftored  the  Queen  to 
her  Right  of  Supremacy  in  all 
Caufes  Eccleliaftical  as  well  as  Civil, 
empowering  her  to  put  the  Exercife 
of  it  into  what  Hands  Ihe  pleafed ; 
which  gave  Rife  to  a  new  Court, 
called  the  High-Commijfton  Court,  in 
which  feveral  Commiffioners  had 
the  fame  Power  that  Cromwell  had 
as  Vicegerent  in  the  Reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  They  alfo  renewed  and 
confirmed  all  the  Afts  of  Ed¬ 
ward  VI.  concerning  Religion,  pair¬ 
ed  the  famous  Aft  of  Uniformity, 
and  by  another  Aft  fupprelled  all 
the  Religious  Houfes  which  Mary 
had  founded,  and  gave  their  Lands 
and  Revenues  to  the  Crown.  To 
finilh  at  once,  what  I  would  fay  on 
this  Subjeft,  I  lhall  add,  that  in 
1363,  an  Aft  palled  againll  holding 
and  maintaining  the  Authority  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Rome,  and  another 
to  eftabliih  and  confirm  the  Queen’s 
Supremacy  in  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs : 

S  z  And 
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And  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  they  Hand  at  this  Day, 
were  fettled  by  the  Convocation. 
Thus  the  Reformation,  which,  with 
feveral  Interruptions,  had  been  car¬ 
rying  on  above  30  Years,  was  at 
laft  firmly  ellablifhed  :  But  the  Aft 
of  Uniformity,  and  the  Subfcripti- 
ons  that  were  required,  occafioned 
Divifions  among  the  Proteilants 
thernfelves,  which  in  Time  produced 
fatal  Conlequences ;  thofe  who  were 
afterwards  called  Puritans,  contend¬ 
ing  for  a  further  Reformation,  whilft 
the  others  were  as  ftiffly  againft  it ; 
though  the  former  feemed  to  be  as 
much  for  Uniformity  and  Subfcrip- 
tions  in  their  own  Way,  as  their 
Antagonifts  were  in  theirs.  And 
from  the  Mifchiefs  that  thefe  Con¬ 
tentions  produced,  we  may  fee  the 
Reafonabienefs  and  Neceffity  of  a 
general  Toleration.  It  is  obferved, 
that  of  9400  beneficed  Clergymen 
in  England,  only  14  Bifhops,  12 
Archdeacons,  15  Heads  of  Colleges, 
and  about  80  of  the  Parochial  Cler¬ 
gy,  refufed  to  comply  with  the  Re¬ 
formation,  who  were  turned  out,  and 
their  Places  filled  by  Proteilants. 

What  tended  very  much  to  the 
Safety  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  her 
Government,  and  lecured  her  from 
the  Attempts  of  foreign  Powers,  was 
their  having  their  Hands  full  with 
the  inteftine  Broils  of  their  own 
Subjefts.  Thefe  Troubles  lhe  po- 
litickly  promoted  as  much  as  lhe 
could,  and  made  her  Advantage  of 
them.  As  they  were  chiefly  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Religion,  lhe  afiilfed  the 
Proteilants  in  Scotland,  France,  and 
the  Low-Countries,  again!!  their  re- 
fpeftive  Sovereigns,  or  the  govern¬ 
ing  Party,  by  whom  they  had  been 
cruelly  opprefled  and  perfecuted. 
The  Reformation  had  prevailed 
greatly  in  Scotland,  2nd  the  Pro- 
tellants  there  had  entered  into  an 
Afibciation,  with  James  Stuart, 
Piior  of  St.  Andrew's,  their  Queen’s 
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Ballard  Brother,  at  their  Head,  to 
Hand  up  in  their  own  Defence  a- 
gainft  the  Roman  Catholicks,  who 
had  the  Government  in  their  Hands, 
and  were  lupported  by  France.  The 
Queen  of  Scots  and  the  Dauphin 
her  Hulband  had,  by  Order  of 
Henry  II.  of  France,  taken  the  Arms 
of  England,  with  the  Title  of  So¬ 
vereigns  of  that  Kingdom,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  fo,  after  the  Dauphin, 
by  the  Death  of  his  Father,  became 
King  of  France,  by  the  Name  of 
Francis  II.  when  the  Duke  of  Guife 
and  Cardinal  o iLorrain,  the  Queen’s 
Uncles,  governed  all  in  France.  This 
railed  the  Jealoufy  of  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  who  from  that  Time  looked 
upon  Mary,  Queen  of  Scotland,  as 
a  dangerous  Rival,  efpecially  as  lhe 
was  fupported  by  the  French,  who 
had  fent  Forces  into  Scotland,  in 
order  to  fubdue  the  Proteftant  Party, 
and  then  to  turn  their  Arms  againft 
England,  to  dethrone  Elizabeth,  and 
fet  up  Mary  in  her  Room.  This 
induced  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1560, 
to  enter  into  a  Treaty  with  the 
Scotch  Malcontents,  in  purfuance 
of  which  lhe  fent  an  Army  into 
Scotland,  in  order  to  break  the 
Meafures  of  her  Enemies ;  which 
had  the  deflred  Succefs.  For  the 
fame  Purpofe  lhe  loine  Time  after 
afliiled  the  Huguenots  in  France,  (as 
the  Proteilants  were  there  called)  a- 
gainft  their  Enemies  the  Papifts, 
who  by  the  Inftigation  of  the  Guifes 
had  commenced  a  violent  Perfecu- 
tion  againft  them,  and  brought 
them  to  the  Neceffity  of  taking 
Arms.  By  thefe  Means  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth  kept  both  France  and  Scot¬ 
land  fo  employed,  that  they  could 
find  no  Opportunity  to  put  their 
Schemes  cf  dethroning  her  in  Ex¬ 
ecution. 

Robert  Dudley,  Son  to  the  Jat* 
Duke  of  Northumberland ,  was.  now 
a  great  Favourite  at  Court.  The 
Queen  foirte  Time  aftfcr  made  him 
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Earl  of  Zeicejler  ;  though  he  had  fo 
little  Merit,  that  it  was  hard  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Afcendant  he  had  over 
her.  At  the  fame  Time  Sir  William 
Cecil,  Secretary  of  State,  a  Man  of 
vaft  Abilities,  of  great  Integrity 
and  deep  Penetration,  was  Firft-Mi- 
niiler  for  the  Affairs  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Queen  afterwards  cre¬ 
ated  him  Lord  Burleigh ,  and  made 
him  Lord  High-Treafurer,  and  he 
continued  a  faithful  Servant  to  her 
Majefty  till  his  Death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  not  till  many  Years  after. 

Mary,  upon  the  Death  of  her 
Hufbar.d  Francis  II.  who  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  Brother  Charles  IX. 
left  France,  and  arrived  in  Scotland 
in  1561.  She  now,  by  the  Advice  of 
the  Gui/es  her  Uncles,  till  they 
lhould  have  a  better  Opportunity  to 
aft  in  her  Favour,  quitted  the  Title 
ar.d  Arms  of  Queen  of  England; 
but  this  did  not  fatisfy  Elizabeth, 
who  infilled  upon  her  declaring  fhe 
had  no  Right  ever  to  take  them, 
and  upon  her  ratifying  the  Treaty 
of  Edinburgh,  whereby  fhe  was  to 
promife  never  to  relume  them  : 
Which  Mary  refufed  to  do,  and  this 
was  the  Source  of  a  perpetual  Dif¬ 
ference  and  Animofity  between  the 
two  Queens.  Before  Mary's  Arri¬ 
val,  the  States  of  Scotland,  who  met 
by  Virtue  of  a  Patent  from  her  to 
James  Stuart,  foon  after  made  Earl 
o i  Murray,  had  efhiblilhed  the  Pro- 
tellant  Religion  in  that  Kingdom  ; 
after  which,  by  their  Order,  the 
Monafteries  were  all  demolilhed. 

The  Pope,  not  yet  quite  out  of 
Hopes  of  reclaiming  Elizabeth,  was 
defirous,  about  this  Time,  to  fend  a 
Nuncio  into  England.  He  was  ac¬ 
tually  arrived  in  Flanders,  and  de¬ 
manded  Permifiion  to  continue  his 
Journey  to  England,  but  could  never 
obtain  it ;  the  Queen  faying,  fire  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Pope,  who 
had  no  more  Authority  than  other 


Bifhops.  After  this,  being  well  af- 
fured  that  the  Pope  would  fpare  no 
Pains  to  give  her  Difturbance  from 
all  Quarters,  both  at  home  and  a- 
broad,  fhe  took  the  wifeft  Precautions 
for  her  Safety,  keeping  a  good  Fleet 
always  in  Readinefs  againlt  any  In- 
vafion,  and  fecuiing  more  and  more 
the  Affeftions  of  her  Subjects,  which 
lhe  looked  upon  as  her  only  Support. 

In  1563,  the  Queen  of  Scots  had 
the  Satisfaction  of  being  delivered 
from  one  Rival,  by  the  Death  of 
Frances  Brandon,  Duchefs  of  Suffolk, 
Grand-daughter  to  Henry  VI I.  who, 
as  has  been  faid,  was  placed  next  af¬ 
ter  Elizabeth  in  Henry  VIII’s  Will. 

The  Year  following,  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  vifited  the  Univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  fhe  was  very  magnifi¬ 
cently  received,  and  expreffed  her  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  in  an  elegant  Latin  Speech, 
of  which  Tongue  fhe  was  perfeft 
Millrefs.  Shortly  after,  fhe  vifited 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  fame  Manner,  and 
made  the  fame  Return. 

In  1565,  the  Queen  of  Scotland 
married  Henry  Stuart,  Lord  Darn- 
ley,  Son  to  the  Countefs  of  Lennox, 
Daughter  of  Margaret  Queen  of 
Scotland  by  her  fecond  Hulband  the 
Earl  of  Angus ;  by  which  Means  lhe 
united  the  Title  of  that  Family  to 
the  Crown  of  England  with  her 
own.  After  this  Marriage  there 
was  nothing  but  Confufion  in  Scot¬ 
land.  Darnley  was  a  Catholick, 
and  Murray  and  feveral  other  Lords 
were  againft  the  Match,  as  fearing 
it  would  endanger  the  Reformation, 
as  well  as  on  their  own  private  Ac¬ 
counts.  The  Queen  about  this  Time 
was  more  than  ordinarily  attached  to 
cne  David  Rizzo,  Son  to  a  Mu- 
fician  of  Turin,  who  had  fo  infinu- 
ated  himfelf  into  her  Favour,  as  to 
become,  in  a  Manner,  Prime-Mini- 
fler;  and,  if  we  believe  Buchanan,  fhe 
was  guilty  of  fcandalous  Familiarities 
S  3  with 
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with  him.  However  that  be,  the 
King  her  Hulband  grew  jealous  of 
him.  This  Jealouly  was  increafed 
by  the  Averfion  the  Queen,  on  all 
Occafions,  Ihewed  him,  foon  after 
the  Marriage ;  and  the  Sway  Rizzo 
bore  in  her  AffeCtion,  filled  feveral 
of  the  Nobles  with  Indignation. 
This  ended  in  the  Murder  of  Rizzo 
by  Order  of  the  King,  in  1566. 
The  Lord  Ruth’ven ,  Douglas  and 
others,  rulhing  into  the  Queen’s 
Chamber,  fell  upon  him  and  killed 
him  in  her  Prefence,  when  Ihe  was 
five  Months  gone  with  Child.  She 
was  kept  under  a  Guard  for  fome 
Time,  but  put  on  fuch  an  artful 
Fondnefs  for  her  Hulband,  that  Ihe 
found  Means  to  regain  her  Freedom 
and  refume  her  Authority;  after 
which  Ihe  exprdfed  a  greater  An¬ 
tipathy  to  the  King  her  Hulband 
than  before,  and  took  all  Occafions 
to  mortify  him.  She  could  not 
bear  the  Sight  of  him,  and  fled 
from  his  Company ;  fo  much  had 
Rizzo’s  Murder  increafed  her  Aver¬ 
fion.  And  now  the  Earl  of  Both- 
nxiell  began  to  have  the  fame  Place 
in  her  Heart  that  Rizzo  had  before, 
and  became  as  great  a  Favourite, 
and  as  abfoiute  at  Court ;  whilft 
the  King  was  entirely  negleCted, 
and  once  had  Poifon  given  him, 
which  however  had  not  the  EffeCt 
fixs  Enemies  defired :  But  foon  after, 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1567, 
be  was  murdered  in  his  Bed  by 
BotbiveU's  Procurement,  the  Queen 
aifo  herfelf  being  llrongly  fufpeCted 
to  be  privy  to  the  Crime ;  and  what 
(Lengthened  this  Sufpicion,  was  her 
marrying  Bothnuell  in  a  Ihort  Time 
after,  whom  all  the  World  charged 
with  this  Murder. 

I  fhall  juft  obferve,  that  between 
the  Murder  of  Rizzo  and  that  of 
the  King,  June  15,  1566,  Queen 
Mary  was  brought  to-bed  of  a 
Prince,  named  James,  who  was  af¬ 
terwards  our  King  James  I.  when 


he  had  been  for  many  Years  King  of 
Scotland . 

Plots  had  been  continually  carry¬ 
ing  on  in  England  in  Favour  of 
Mary,  which  had  even  infeCled  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  who 
ftrongly  preffed  Queen  Elizabeth 
either  to  marry,  or  to  name  her 
Succelfor,  having  a  View  to  the 
Queen  of  Scots,  though  they  did  not 
fpeak  out.  But  ihe  would  do  nei¬ 
ther  the  one  nor  the  other.  It  feems 
Ihe  was  always  refolved  not  to  mar¬ 
ry,  though  ihe  was  com  ted  by  al- 
raoft  all  the  young  Princes  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  fed  them  with  Hopes, 
only  to  make  her  own  Advantage 
whilft  fuch  Negotiations  were  on 
foot.  And  ihe  would  never  make 
the  Queen  of  Scots  her  Heir,  left 
her  Party  in  England,  which  was 
already  ftrong,  Ihould  become  ftrong- 
er,  and  (he  ihould  be  expofed  to 
the  Mortification  of  feeing  her  Sub¬ 
jects  adore  the  Rifing-Sun.  This 
Affair,  however,  might  have  given 
her  great  Uneafinefs,  if  the  Queen 
of  Scots  had  not  loft  herfelr  by 
her  late  (hameful  ConduCt,  and 
evidently  leffened  her  Party  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  Murder  of  the  King,  and  the 
Queen’s  Marriage  with  Bothwell, 
produced  great  Alterations  in  Scot¬ 
land.  The  Earls  of  Argyll,  Mor¬ 
ton,  Marr,  Athol,  Glencairn,  and  0- 
thers,  entered  into  a  Confederacy 
to  bring  the  Murderers  to  Juftice, 
and  diffolve  the  Queen’s  Marriage. 
They  railed  Forces,  and  Edinburgh 
declared  for  them.  The  Queen  and 
Bothnuell  retired  to  Dunbar,  and 
levied  fome  Troops,  in  brder  to 
oppofe  the  Confederates.  But  they 
not  appearing  hearty,  and  many 
deferting,  the  Queen  had  no  other 
Way,  than  to  capitulate  with  the 
confederate  Lords,  and  put  herfelf 
into  their  Hands,  who  conduced 
her  to  Edinburgh,  and  fet  a  Guard 
over  her :  And  upon  difcovering 
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that  Ihe  flill  kept  a  Correfpondence 
with  Bothwell  by  Letters,  they  con¬ 
fined  her  in  Locbleven-Cafle.  Both¬ 
well,  after  this,  finding  there  was 
no  Safety  for  him  in  Scotland ,  re¬ 
tired  to  the  Orkneys  and  turned  Pi¬ 
rate,  and  afterwards  efcaped  to  Den  ■ 
mark,  where  he  was  imprifoned,  and 
lived  in  great  Mifery  for  fome 
Years,  which  at  length  turned  his 
Brains. 

Soon  after  the  Queen’s  Imprifon- 
ment,  the  Confederates  obliged  her 
to  refign  her  Crown  to  her  Son,  who 
was  but  about  a  Year  old,  and  the 
Earl  of  Murray  was  appointed  Re¬ 
gent.  But  quickly  a  ltrong  Party 
was  formed  againft  him,  in  order  to 
reftore  the  Queen,  who  had  efcaped 
from  her  Confinement.  Forces  were 
raifed  on  both  Sides ;  but  the  Re¬ 
gent,  with  a  much  inferior  Number, 
in  1568,  defeated  the  Queen’s  in  the 
Battle  of  Glafgow,  and  forced  her 
to  fly  into  England,  where  Queen 
Elizabeth  kept  her  a  Prifoner  many 
Years,  and  from  whence  fhe  never 
returned.  The  Troubles  in  Scotland 
flill  continued,  of  which  I  fhall  fay 
no  more,  but  that  the  politick 
Queen  of  England  availed  herfelf 
of  them  all :  And  after  Murray’s 
Murder,  when  her  Enemies  there 
attempted  a  Union  among  the  Scots, 
in  order  to  aft  againft  her  with  the 
Afliftance  of  foreign  Forces,  fhe 
artfully  fomented  their  Differences, 
and  fo  broke  all  their  Meafures. 
Though  afterwards,  when  Mary's 
Party  was  fufficiently  weakened,  and 
France  was  endeavouring  to  keep 
up  the  Differences  in  Scotland,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  thought  it  her  Intereft  to 
compofe  them  ;  in  which  fhe  happi¬ 
ly  fucceeded. 

The  Perfecution  of  the  Proteftants 
in  the  Low-Countries  under  the  Duke 
of  Alva,  whom  the  King  of  Spain 
had  fent  with  an  Army  againft  them, 
occafioned  feveral  Flemijh  Families 
to  fly  for  Refuge  to  England .  Queen 
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Elizabeth  fettled  them  at  Norwich, 
Colchejier,  Sandwich,  and  feveral 
other  Places ;  which  turned  greatly 
to  the  Advantage  of  the  NatioYi, 
they  being  the  firft  who  brought 
hither  the  Art  of  making  Bays  and 
Says,  and  other  Linen  and  Woollen 
Cloths  of  the  like  Sort.  At  the 
fame  Time  the  Perfecution  was  re¬ 
kindled  againft  the  Huguenots  in 
France,  the  two  Courts  of  France  and 
Spain  having  agreed,  at  the  famous 
Interview  of  Bayonne,  to  ufe  their 
joint  Endeavours  to  extirpate  Here- 
ticks.  Queen  Elizabeth,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  when  they  had  accomplifhed 
their  Ends  in  their  own  Dominions, 
they  would  turn  their  Arms  againft 
her,  aflifted  the  Huguenots  again,  as 
fhe  had  done  before.  And  how  lhe 
aflifted  the  Hollanders  in  throwing  ofF 
the  Spanijh  Yoke,  will  be  feen  in  its 
proper  Place. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1569,  feveral  great  Men,  of  the 
Queen’s  Council,  who  were  Friends 
to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  and  wanted 
either  to  have  her  on  the  Throne, 
or  declared  Elizabeth's  prefumptive 
Heir,  confpired  to  get  Secretary 
Cecil  removed,  whom  they  knew  to 
be  an  Enemy  to  all  fuch  Defigns, 
and  to  be  heartily  in  his  Miftrefs’s 
Intereft.  But  Elizabeth  knowing 
the  Fidelity  of  her  Minifter,  filenced 
his  Enemies,  and  effeftually  dis¬ 
couraged  their  Attempts.  Soon  af¬ 
ter,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  had 
been  in  great  Favour  with  the 
Queen,  but  was  one  of  thofe  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  Piot  againft  Cecil,  fell 
under  her  Difpleafure,  and  was  fent 
to  the  Tower,  for  having  carried  on 
an  Intrigue  for  marrying  the  Queen 
of  Scots..  This  Project  was  favoured 
by  all  the  Malcontents,  Sticklers 
for  that  Queen,  who  certainly  car¬ 
ried  their  Views  farther  than  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was  a  profeff- 
ed  Proteftant,  might  at  firft  intend  . 
though  afterwards,  it  is  pro.  le, 
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Jie  gave  them  Hopes  of  complying 
with  their  whole  Defign,  which 
was  to  fet  the  Queen  of  Scots  on 
the  Throne  of  England,  and  to  re- 
ftore  the  Popilh  Religion.  This 
appears  by  the  Rebellion,  which 
broke  out  about  the  fame  Time 
in  the  North,  under  the  Earls  of 
Northumberland  and  Wejlmoreland, 
and  Dacres  a  Northern  Gentleman  ; 
who  among  other  Things  in  their 
Manifejio  fay,  that  their  Defign  in 
taking  Arms  was  to  rejlore  the  Re¬ 
ligion  of  their  Forefathers.  Befxdes, 
they  burnt  the  Er.glijh  Bibles  and 
Common-Prayer  Books,  and  faid 
Mafs  publickly.  Queen  Elizabeth, 
by  her  good  Policy  and  timely  Pre¬ 
parations,  fupprelTd  this  Rebellion, 
having  before,  for  the  greater  Secu¬ 
rity,  removed  the  Queen  of  Scots 
from  Tutkury-Caftle,  in  Stajfordjhire, 
to  Coventry.  Several  of  the  Rebels 
were  hanged,  feme  out-lawed,  and 
the  reft  pardoned.  The  Earl  of 
W eft mor eland  and  Dacres  efcaped  in¬ 
to  Flanders,  and  the  Earl  of  North¬ 
umberland,  after  having  concealed 
himfelf  for  fome  Time  in  Scotland, 
was  firft  feized  and  imprifoned  by 
the  Earl  of  Murray,  and  afterwards 
delivered  to  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  and  beheaded.  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  had  been  releafed 
out  of  the  Tower,  upon  his  pro- 
mifing  to  think  no  more  of  marry¬ 
ing  the  Queen  of  Scots.  But  fome 
Time  atter,  having  refumed  that 
Prcjedl,  and  engaged  deeper  in  the 
Plot  again!!  Elizabeth,  and  her  Go- 
ver.  ment,  having  held  a  C'crre- 
ipondence  not  only  with  the  Scotch 
Queen,  but  with  the  Biihop  of  Refs 
hjr  AmbafTador,  the  French  and 
Spanifto  AmbaiTadors,  and  even  with 
liiddpko,  who  was  privately  the 
Pope's  Agent  in  England,  for  raifing 
a  Rebelioh  again!!  the  Queen,  he 
was  ag  in  apprehended,  and  re- 
commuted  to  the  Tower,  and  loft 
jus  Head  on  a  Scaffold  in  15 72. 
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Thefe  and  many  other  Plots,  for 
which  the  Queen  of  Scots  and  the 
freeing  her  from  her  Confinement 
was  made  a  Handle,  and  which  lhe 
herfelf  encouraged  as  much  as  lhe 
could,  furnilhed  Queen  Elizabeth 
with  farther  Reafons  for  detaining 
her  ftill  a  Prifoner,  For  if  fhe  could 
give  her  fo  much  Trouble  in  her 
prefent  Situation,  fhe  was  likely  to 
occafion  more  if  fhe  were  at  Liberty, 
and  at  the  Head  of  her  Party  in  Scot¬ 
land  and  England.  The  many  Con- 
fpiracies  again!!  the  Queen,  occa- 
fioned  the  Parliament  to  pafs  fome  fe- 
vere  A£!s  againft  the  Catholicks,  for 
the  Safety  of  the  Queen’s  Perfon, 
the  Defence  of  her  Title,  and 
the  Security  of  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion. 

The  Year  1571  paffed  chiefly  in 
Negotiations  for  a  Marriage  be¬ 
tween  Queen  Elizabeth  and  '  the 
Duke  of  Anjou,  fecond  Son  to  Ca¬ 
tharine  de  Medicis,  and  Brother  to 
Charles  IX.  King  of  France.  Both 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  found  their 
Account  in  this  Negotiation,  though 
neither  of  them  intended  it  fhould 
take  Effedl.  Charles's  Defign  was 
to  amufe  Elizabeth  and  all  the  Pro- 
teflants,  particularly  the  Huguenots, 
with  whom  he  had  made  a  perfidi¬ 
ous  Peace  till  he  had  drawn  them 
into  the  Snare,  in  order  to  deftroy 
them  by  Treachery,  when  he  found 
it  difficult  to  do  it  by  open  Force ; 
which  accordingly  happened  the 
next  Year  in  the  Maflacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  in  which  Admiral 
Chatillc/i,  and  all  thofe  Huguenots 
who  had  been  drawn  to  Court  un¬ 
der  Pretence  of  celebrating  the 
Nuptials  of  the  Kipg  of  Navarre 
with  Charles's  Sifter,  were  inhuman¬ 
ly  butchered  ;  though  there  were  ftill 
enough  left  to  occafion  him  further 
Trouble.  Queen* Elizabeth  entered 
into  the  Negotiation  of  the  Match 
to  pleafe  her  Minifters,  who  were 
continually  preffing  her  to  marry, 
3  irl 
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in  order  to  cut  off  all  Hopes  from  the 
Queen  of  Scots  :  Befides,  whilft  her 
Enemies  believed  the  Marriage  was 
going  to  be  concluded,  they  would 
of  Courfe  be  difheartened.  And  (he 
diffembled  lb  well  in  this  Affair, 
that  even  Cecil  himfelf,  who  was 
now  Lord  Burleigh,  thought  for 
fome  Time  Ihe  was  in  earned.  But 
it  was  at  laft  broke  off  on  account 
of  Religion,  which  was  always 
Elizabeth's  laft  Refort  for  breaking 
off  Treaties  of  this  Kind.  However, 
this  did  not  hinder  a  defenfive 
League  being  concluded  between  the 
two  Crowns,  from  which  Elizabeth 
hoped  to  draw  fome  Advantage  for 
her  own  Safety,  though  the  perfidi¬ 
ous  Court  of  France  intended  no  fuch 
Thing,  but  only  farther  to  amufe 
j  the  Huguenots  ;  for  it  was  foon  after 
the  Conclufion  of  this  Alliance  that 
:  the  barbarous  Maffacre  above  men- 

•  tioned  happened.  Neverthelefs, 
t  even  after  this,  the  higheft  Pro- 
i  teftations  of  Friendlhip  palled  be- 
i  tween  the  two  Courts,  Charles  be* 
i  ing  afraid  of  the  Queen  of  Eng - 
1  land's  affifting  the  Huguenots,  and 
:  Ihe  being  willing  to  gain  Time, 

•  that  Ihe  might  penetrate  farther 
into  the  Defigas  of  her  Enemies ; 
fo  that  the  Huguenots  could  not  tell 
what  to  make  of  their  good  Pro- 

I  tedtrefs,  who  had  even  gone  fo  far 
-  as  to  ftand  Godmother  to  Charles' s 
;  new-born  Daughter,  after  the  Maf¬ 
facre  of  St.  Bartholomew ;  which 
might  make  one  believe,  that  her 
Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Religion 

I I  was  always  fubordinate  to  her  pri¬ 
vate  Intereft.  Though  this  mull  be 
obferved,  that  Ihe  ordered  her  Am- 
baffador,  who  was  to  reprefent  her 
not  to  be  prefent  at  the  MaJ's  in  her 
Ceremony  of  the  Chriftening ;  and  if 
it  lhou:d  be  infilled  on,  to  get  the 
Queen  of  Navarre  to  ftand  in  his 
Room.  And  though  Ihe  did  not 
openly  alfift  the  Huguenots  in  Ro¬ 
chelle,  yet  Ihe  connived  at  her  Sub- 
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jefts  doing  it  at  their  own  Expence. 
She  knew  there  was  no  Sincerity  in 
Charles's  Pretenfions  of  Friendlhip ; 
but  to  keep  him  at  Bay,  Ihe  re- 
folved  to  match  him  in  Diflimula- 
tion,  and  at  the  fame  Time  made 
all  the  neceffary  Preparations  for 
her  Defence.  Charles  died  foon 
after,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
Brother  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  by  the 
Name  of  Henry  III.  who  alfo  car¬ 
ried  on  Hoftilities  againft  the  Hu¬ 
guenots,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he 
preffed  Queen  Elizabeth  to  renew 
the  League  between  the  two 
Crowns ;  which  (he  did,  but  under¬ 
hand  fupplied  the  Prince  of  Conde 
with  Money  for  the  Huguenots. 
Some  Time  after,  another  Negotia¬ 
tion  was  carried  on  for  a  Mar¬ 
riage  between  her  and  the  Duke 
of  Alenfon,  now  Duke  of  Anjou, 
Henry’s  Brother,  which  went  much 
farther  than  the  former,  even  to 
the  Signing  of  the  Marriage-Arti¬ 
cles,  and  the  Duke  came  over  in 
Perfon,  and  was  received  by  her 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  every  body 
thought  the  Match  as  good  as 
concluded ;  but  by-and-by  it  was 
all  broke  off  on  a  fudden,  as  the 
other  had  been.  Her  Conduft  in 
this  Affair  was  fomewhat  unac¬ 
countable.  It  is  moll  likely  it  was 
purely  the  Effeft  of  her  Policy ; 
though  one  Stubbs  had  his  Right 
Hand  cut  off  on  a  Scaffold  for  writ¬ 
ing  againft  the  Marriage  ;  when  he 
pulled  off  his  Hat  with  his  Left,  and 
cried,  God fa<ve  the  Hjueen  ! 

The  Oppreflions  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards  in  the  Low-Countries,  had  for 
fome  Time  occafioned  great  Con- 
fufions  there.  Philip  was  not  only 
bent  upon  extirpating  the  Pro- 
teftants  in  thofe  Parts,  but  upon 
fupprefling  all  the  ancient  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  thofe  Provinces, 
and  governing  them  by  his  own 
abfolute  Will  and  Pleaiure.  The 
Duke  of  Alva  with  his  Army  cf 
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Spaniards  committed  exceffive  Cruel¬ 
ties,  and  had  introduced  the  Inqui¬ 
sition,  fo  odious  to  all  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  Papifts  as  well  as  Prcteftants. 
This  forced  them  at  laft  to  enter 
into  a  Confederacy,  and  take  Arms 
for  the  Defence  of  their  Liberties ; 
and  Queen  Elizabeth  thought  it 
good  Policy  to  affift  them  both  with 
Men  and  Money,  fmce  it  was  well 
known,  that  when  once  thofe  Pro¬ 
vinces  were  reduced  to  Obedience, 
and  the  Reformation  there  entirely 
fupprefled,  the  Defign  was  to  invade 
England,  dethrone  the  Queen,  and 
reitore  the  Popilh  Religion.  She  be¬ 
gan  therefore  to  aid  the  oppreffed 
States  in  1577,  when  fhe  lent  them 
100,000/.  Sterling  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on,  the  War.  Next  Year 
feveral  Companies  of  Voluntiers 
were  formed  in  England,  who  went 
over  to  ferve  the  States  with  the 
Queen’s  Approbation.  Some  Years 
after,  Ihe  fent  over  a  good  Body  of 
Englijh  Forces  under  the  Earl  of 
Leicejier ;  but  he  making  a  bad  Ufe 
of  the  Power  the  States  had  intrufted 
him  with,  and  foon  difcovering  his 
Ambition  to  fet  himfelf  up  as  So¬ 
vereign  of  the  Low-Countries,  gave 
great  Offence  to  the  States.  Upon 
which  the  Queen  recalled  him,  and 
appointed  the  Lord  Willoughby  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Evglijh  Forces  in  his 
Room.  In  Ihort,  from  Maxims  of 
Policy,  fhe  continued  to  fupport 
Them  to  the  laft  ;  and  this  War, 
chiefly  under  the  Conduct  of  the 
brave  Princes  of  Orange,  ended  in 
a  total  Revolt  of  feven  of  thefe  Pro¬ 
vinces  from  the  Dominion  of  Spain; 
which  now  make  the  moil  coniider- 
able  Republick  in  the  World  :  And 
to  this  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
Affiftance,  contributed  not  a  little. 

Things  were  come  to  that  Pafs  in 
France,  that  it  became  agreeable  to 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  Policy,  openly  to 
affift  the  Huguenots  again.  A  League 
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had  been  formed  again  ft  them  by  the 
Catholicks  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  III. 
who  himfelf  had  approved  of  it, 
and  fvvore  to  do  his  utmoll:  to  extir¬ 
pate  them.  But  he  being  a  weak 
and  indolent  Prince,  and  having  no 
Child,  the  Duke  of  Gui/e,  who  was 
at  the  Head  of  the  C'athoiicks,  form¬ 
ed  a  powerful  Party  in  order  to  raife 
hirnfeif  to  the  Throne,  either  be¬ 
fore  or  after  Henry’s  Death.  He  a f- 
fumedfuch  an  exorbitant  Power,  that 
Henry  was  no  more  than  the  Shadow 
of  a  King,  who  therefore  hated 
him,  and  made  ufe  of  Henry  of 
Bourbon,  King  of  Navarre,  firft 
Prince  of  the  Blood  of  France,  who 
was  at  the  Head  of  the  Huguenots, 
and  whcfe  Title  to  the  Crown  he 
fupported,  to  oppofe  the  Duke’s 
Meafures,  who  had  made  a  League 
with  Spain,  and  brought  the  Spa¬ 
niards  into  France,  to  fupport  him 
againft  the  Huguenots,  and  affift  him 
to  mount  the  Throne.  Henry  III. 
got  him  and  his  Brother  affaffmated, 
upon  which  the  League  and  the 
City  of  Paris  declared  againft  him  ; 
and  whiift  he  was  befieging  that 
Place,  he  was  killed  by  one  Clement 
a  Jacobine  Friar,  who  flabbed  him 
in  the  Belly.  The  King  of  Navarre 
fucceeded  him,  by  the  Name  of 
Henry  IV.  Elizabeth  affifted  him 
and  the  Huguenots,  both  before  and 
after  his  Acceffion  to  the  Crown  of 
France ;  but  finding  the  Priefts  and 
Monks  and  all  the  Roman- Catho¬ 
licks  fo  ftrong  a  Party  againft  him, 
he  thought  fit  to  change  his  Reli¬ 
gion,  in  order  to  preferve  his  Crown. 
Upon  which  Queen  Elizabeth  re- 
monftrated  to  him,  in  a  very  pathe¬ 
tic  Letter  fhe  wrote  him  on  that 
Occahon. 

It  was  not  without  Reafon,  that 
Queen  Elizabeth  affifted  the  Pro- 
tellants  in  France  and  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  as  fhe  thereby  kept  her  Ene¬ 
mies  employed,  and  hindered  them 

from 


ELIZABETH. 


from  executing  their  Projects  againft 
England.  The  Pope  had  excom¬ 
municated  her,  and  abfolved  her 
Subjedts  from  their  Allegiance.  The 
King  of  Spain  and  the  Duke  of  Guife 
were  in  a  League  with  the  Pope, 
to  invade  England,  dethrone  the 
Queen,  and  fet  up  the  Queen  of  Scots 
in  her  Room.  In  the  mean  Time, 
many  Plots  were  fet  on  foot  by  the 
Popilh  Emiffaries,  to  take  away  her 
Life ;  for  which  feveral  Priefts, 
Jefuits,  and  others,  were  executed. 
A  Body  of  Spaniards  and  Italians 
were  landed  in  Ireland,  to  drive  the 
Englijh  out  of  that  Kingdom  ;  but 
this  had  no  Effedt,  through  the  Vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  Earl  of  Ormond.  The 
Queen  being  thus  threatened  from 
all  Quarters,  a  general  Aftociation 
was  formed  in  England,  to  profecute 
to  Death  fuch  as  Ihould  attempt 
any  Thing  againft  her  Perfon  and 
•  Government.  The  Parliament  ap- 
;  proved  and  confirmed  this  Aflbci- 
i  ation,  and  pafled  a  fevere  Adt  a- 
gainft  Popiih  Priefts  and  Jefuits, 
whereby  they  were  required  to  depart 
the  Kingdom,  and  if  any  returned, 
they  were  to  be  guilty  of  High- 
Treafon,  and  thofe  who  harboured 
them,  of  Felony.  A  little  after, 
the  Queen  made  an  Alliance  with 
the  King  of  Scotland,  for  their  mu¬ 
tual  Defence,  and  the  Security  of 
the  Proteftant  Religion. 

To  be  beforehand  with  the  King 
of  Spain,  Queen  Elizabeth  refolved 
to  carry  War  into  America.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  1585,  Ihe  fent  thither 
a  Fleet  under  Sir  Francis  Drake , 
(who  fome  Time  before  had  made 
a  Voyage  round  the  World)  with 
a  Body  of  Land-Forces  under  Chrif- 
topher  Carlijle.  They  took  St.  Jago, 
one  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  IJlands,  St. 
Domingo  and  Carthagena,  burnt  St. 
Antonio  and  St.  Helena  in  Florida , 
and  returned  home  with  a  large 
Booty.  Ralph  Lane,  whom  Sir  Wal¬ 
ter  Raleigh  had  left  in  Virginia , 
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came  home  with  this  Fleet,  and 
was  the  firft  that  brought  Tobacco 
into  England.  This  Year  died  the 
learned  and  ingenious  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  of  a  Wound  he  received  in 
a  Battle  in  the  Low-Countries. 

The  Queen  of  Scots  was  the 
Occafion  of  continual  Uneafinefs 
to  Elizabeth.  Her  pretended  Title 
to  the  Crown  was  always  made 
a  Handle  of  by  Elizabeth's  Ene¬ 
mies  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
for  all  their  Plots  and  Confpiracies, 
to  deftroy  her,  in  order  to  fet  Mary 
on  the  Throne ;  but  their  principal 
View  in  this,  was  by  her  Means  to 
reftore  the  Rornan-Catholick  Reli¬ 
gion,  both  in  England  and  Scotland. 
It  is  no  Wonder  therefore,  fince 
Mary's  Advancement  to  the  Throne 
could  not  be  brought  about  but  by 
the  Deftrudlion  of  Elizabeth,  that 
(he  Ihould  refolve  at  laft  to  facri- 
fice  her  to  her  own  Safety,  and 
Ihould  be  glad  of  fome  plaufible 
Pretence  for  that  Purpofe.  This 
Mary  herfelf,  by  her  Indifcretion, 
and  the  Zeal  and  Officioufnefs  of 
her  Friends,  furnilhed  her  with. 
That  both  {he  and  her  Friends 
Ihould  be  ftill  contriving  Means  for 
her  Liberty,  was  not  ftrange  ;  but 
they  always  joined  with  this,  not 
only  the  reftoring  her  to  the 
Throne  of  Scotland,  but  placing 
her  on  that  of  England,  to  which 
they  pretended  {he  had  a  better 
Right  than  Elizabeth.  This  was 
the  Pretence  for  all  the  Plots  a- 
gainft  her,  by  the  Pope,  the  King 
of  Spain,  the  Houfe  of  Guife,  and 
the  Irijh,  Scotch,  and  Englijh  Ca- 
tholicks ;  in  which  Mary  had  too 
plainly  {hewed  herfelf  to  be  an 
Accomplice.  This  was  particularly 
the  Cafe  of  the  Plot  in  1586,  called 
Babington' s  Confpiracy,  becaufe  he, 
with  ieveral  Popilh  Priefts  from  the 
Seminaries  abroad,  and  others,  was 
the  chief  Inftrument  in  it.  It  was 
laid  for  a  foreign  Invafion,  to 
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kill  the  Queen,  free  the  Queen  of 
Scots,  and  fet  her  on  the  Throne  ; 
and  was  timely  difcoverea  by  the 
Vigilance  and  Dexterity  of  Secretary 
Waljingham ,  who  had  continually 
his  Spies  amongft  them,  to  give  him 
an  Account  of  their  Proceedings.  At 
]aft  the  Confpirators,  to  the  Number 
of  fouiteen,  were  all  apprehended 
together,  and  after  impeaching  one 
another,  and  difcovering  the  whole 
Matter,  were  arraigned,  condemned, 
and  executed. 

As  the  Queen  of  Scots  appeared, 
by  Letters  and  otherwife,  to  have  a 
Hand  in  this  Confpiracy,  it  was  re¬ 
vived  now  to  proiecute  her  on  an 
Aft  of  Parliament  made  the  prece¬ 
ding  Year  (and  very  probably  with  a 
View  to  her)  whereby  the  Perfon  for 
whom  or  by  whom  any  Thing 
ihould  be  attempted  againft  the 
Queen  was  made  liable  to  Death. 
Commiflioners  were  accordin.  ly  fent 
down  to  try  her  at  Fotheringham- 
Cajile  in  Northamptonjhire,  where 
Use  was  then  in  Culiody  ;  who  in 
the  End  paffed  Sentence  upon  her 
on  the  25th  of  Oiiober.  Four  Days 
after,  it  was  approved  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  Parliament.  Cn  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  it  was  proclaimed  in  London, 
and  then  throughout  the  Kingdom  : 
And  on  February  7,  following,  the 
Sentence  was  executed  upon  her  in 
the  Hall  of  the  faid  Caftle,  by  feve¬ 
ring  her  Head  from  her  Body,  which 
the  Buffered  with  great  Calmnefs  and 
Resolution.  Queen  Elizabeth'' s  Po¬ 
licy  appeared  through  this  whole 
Tran  faction.  She  pretended  all  a- 
iOng  to  be  in  Sufpenie  ;  and  to  re¬ 
move  the  Blame  from  herfelf,  it  was 
jo  managed,  that  the  Parliament 
mould  prefs  her  to  put  the  Sentence 
in  Execution.  She  hill  Seemed  under 
great  Perplexity  ;  but  at  laft,  up$n 
•ome  Rumours  of  Plots  and  Invafi- 
ons  (which  perhaps  were  artfully 
railed  by  the  Court)  Ihe  figned  a 
Warrant  for  the  Execution,  ordering 


Secretary  Davifon  to  keep  it  privately 
by  him.  But  being,  from  her 
whole  Behaviour,  in  fome  Doubt  a- 
bout  her  Intention,  he  Ihewed  it  to 
fome  of  the  Council,  and  they  to  the 
reft,  who  thought  fit  to  haften  the 
Execution  :  After  which  the  Queen 
put  on  a  great  Shew  of  Concern  and 
Sorrow,  drove  her  Privy -Counfellors 
from  her  Prefence,  and  ordered  them 
to  be  examined  in  the  Star-Chamber. 
But  none  Buffered  but  Da-vi/on,  who 
was  fined  10,000/.  and  imprifoned 
during  the  Queen’s  Pleafure.  Not- 
withftanding  all  this,  it  is  moll 
probable  that  the  Execution  was  not 
without  her  Approbation,  though 
fhe  endeavoured,  to  make  the  World 
believe  otherwife.  However,  this 
tragical  Death  of  the  Queen  of  Scots 
has  ferved  for  abundant  Matter  of 
Refleftion  to  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Enemies.  It  mult  be  confeffed 
there  were  fome  Things  very  irregu¬ 
lar  in  the  Proceedings  againft  her ; 
and  Elizabeth  is  no  otherwife  to  be 
juftified,  but  upon  the  Principle  of 
Self-Prefervation  ;  which  may  alfo 
ferve  to  jultify  in  fome  Meafure  the 
Council  and  the  Parliament,  fince 
they  were  perfuaded,  that  neither 
the  Queen,  nor  themfelves,  nor 
the  Proteftant  Religion,  could  be 
fafe  without  the  Death  of  Mary ; 
and  it  was  certainly  no  more  recon- 
cileable  to  the  Principles  of  ftrift 
Juftice,  to  murder  Elizabeth  in  or¬ 
der  to'  reftore  Popery,  than  to  put 
Mary  to  Death  in  order  to  keep  it 
out  ;  and  it  is  natural  for  thofe  who 
are  in  Poffeflion,  to  take  Care  to  fe- 
cure  themfelves. 

The  next  Year,  1588,  is  memo* 
rable  for  the  mighty  Attempt  againft 
the  Queen  and  the  Proteftant  Reli¬ 
gion,  made  by  Philip  King  of 
Spain  ;  to  which  he  was  encouraged 
by  the  Pope,  Sixtus  V.  who  on  this 
Occafion  again  thundered  out  the 
Anathemas  of  the  Church  againft 
Elizabeth .  Philip  had  been  long 

making 


ELIZABETH. 


making  vaft  Preparations,  in  all  his 
Ports,  for  an  Expedition  againft 
England  ;  which  was  to  have  been 
executed  Iaft  Year,  but  was  retarded 
by  the  Queen’s  fending  Drake  to 
the  C'oaft  of  Spain,  (who  burnt  a 
great  Number  of  Ships  laden  with 
Provifions  and  Stores,  together  with 
two  large  Galleons,  and  afterwards 
took  a  rich  Carack  coming  from 
the  Eajl-lndies  ;)  as  alfo  hy  that  great 
Statefman  Walfingbara  s  getting  all 
the  Spaui/b  Eills,  which  were  to 
fupply  King  Philip  with  Money, 
protefted  at  Genoa.  In  the  mean 
Time,  the  Queen  made  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  Preparations  for  oppofing 
this  formidable  Invafion.  Twenty 
thoufand  Men  were  difpofed  along 
the  Southern  Coafts  ;  an  Army  of 
22,000  Foot  and  1000  Horfe,  was 
encamped  at  Tilbury,  where  the 
Queen  reviewed  them,  and  made 
them  a  very  engaging  Speech :  And 
there  was  another  Army  of  34,000 
poot  and  2000  Horfe,  to  gua  d 
the  Queen’s  Perfon  :  Her  Subjefts 
fhewed  the  utmoft  Readinefs  to  Hand 
up  in  her  Defence  :  And  the  fitted 
out  a  confiderabie  Fleet,  under  the 
moft  experienced  Commanders,  ti.e 
Loid  Howard  of  Effingham,  as  Ad¬ 
miral,  and  Drake,  Hawkins  and 
Forbijher,  Vice  Admirals ;  and  lent 
Seymour,  with  forty  Englijh  and 
Dutch  Ships,  to  the  Coalt  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  to  hinder  the  Prince  of  Parma 
from  joining  the  Spanijb  Fleet, 
which  they  already  called  the  In¬ 
vincible  Armada.  It  confifted  of 
130  great  Ships,  20  Caravels,  and 
10  Salves,  having  above  20,000 
Soldiers  on  board,  with  Seamen, 
Ammunition  and  Provifions  in  Pro¬ 
portion.  This  formidable  Fleet, 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Me¬ 
dina  Celt,  put  to  Sea  from  the  Coafl 
of  Portugal,  then  under  the  Domi¬ 
nion  of  Spain,  about  the  Beginning 
of  June  ;  but  being  difperfed  by  a 
Storm,  it  was  the  19th  of  July  be¬ 
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fore  they  entered  the  Channel;  where 
the  Englijh  Fleet  kept  clofe  to 
them,  and  foon  took  fame  of  their 
Ships.  On  July  24,  there  was  a. 
p:etty  frnart  Engagement,  not  at  all 
to  the  Advantage  of  the  Spaniards, 
whole  Ships  were  too  unwieldy, 
whilft  thofe  of  the  Englijh  could 
eafily  Hand  off  or  on,  as  there  was 
Occaiion.  Go  the  27th,  the  Spa  niff 
Fleet  came  to  an  Anchor  off  Calais, 
expecting,  in  vain,  the  Duke  of 
Parma  to  j  ut  to  Sea  with  his  Army, 
and  make  a  Delcent  on  England, 
as  it  had  been  agreed.  They  were 
followed  by  the  Englijh  Fleet,  which 
was  now  ftrengthened  by  the  Addi¬ 
tion  of  a  good  Number  of  Ships, 
not  only  of  the  Queen’s,  but  of 
private  Perfons,  who  had  fitted  out 
leveral  at  their  own  Charge ;  fo  that 
the  Fleet  now  confifted  of  149 
Ships  of  War,  not  fo  large  indeed 
as  the  Spaniff  ones,  but  more  eafy 
to  be  managed.  Whilft  the  Spaniff 
Fleet  lay  off  Calais,  the  Englijh 
Admiral  in  the  Night  fent  in  a- 
mongfl  them  eight  Fire-Ships,  which 
fo  terrified  them,  that  they  cut 
their  Cables  and  put  to  Sea  in  the 
utmoft  Confufion  ;  when  the 
Englijh  took  the  Admiral  Gal  leal', 
after  a  lharp  Engagement,  and  Hugo 
dc  Moncada,  who  commanded  it, 
was  ilain.  In  fhort,  the  whole  Fleet 
was  now  difperfed,  and  the  Spani¬ 
ards  feeing  then;  Defign  fruftra- 
ted,  refolved  to  make  the  belt  of 
their  Way  home,  by  failing  round 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  where  feveral 
of  their  Ships  were  loft.  In  the 
Channel,  the  Englijh  took  and  de- 
ftroyed  of  this  mighty  Fleet,  15 
great  Ships,  and  4791  Men  ;  and 
afterwards,  on  the  Coait  of  Ireland, 
\i  Ships,  and  5394  Men.  Others 
were  loft  by  Storms  ;  and  of  this 
prodigious  Armament,  only  60  Ships 
returned  to  Spain,  and  thole  tr.o  in  a 
very  fhattered  Condition.  The  Spa~ 
niards  fullered  fo  much  in  this  Expe¬ 
dition, 
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dition,  and  fome  others  in  this 
Reign,  equally  difaftrous,  that  they 
have  not  recovered  themfelves  to  this 
Day.  Queen  'Elizabeth  appointed  a 
publick  Thankfgiving  in  all  the 
Churches  for  this  remarkable  Deli¬ 
verance,  and  went  herfelf  to  St. 
Pauls,  in  great  State  on  the  Occa- 
lion. 

The  Earl  of  Leicejler ,  the  Queen’s 
Favourite,  died  this  Year  ;  and 
John  Fox ,  the  famous  Martyrolo- 
gift,  the  Year  before. 

In  1590,  Sir  Francis  Waljingham, 
an  able  and  faithful  Minifter  of  the 
Queen’s,  and  Secretary  of  State, 
famous  for  his  Policy  and  good  In¬ 
telligence,  departed  this  Life.  He 
died  fo  poor,  that  he  was  buried 
privately  to  fave  Charges  :  So  re¬ 
markable  was  the  Frugality  and 
Oeconomyof  this  Reign  :  Sir  Robert 
Cecil ,  Son  to  the  Lord  Treafurer 
Burleigh,  fucceeded  him  as  Secreta¬ 
ry  of  State. 

In  1592,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
with  fifteen  Sail,  undertook  an  Ex¬ 
pedition  againft  the  Spanijh  Settle¬ 
ments  in  America  ;  and  though  he 
was  hindered  by  contrary  Winds 
from  putting  his  Project  in  Executi¬ 
on,  to  make  him  fome  Amends,  he 
met  with  a  very  large  and  rich  Spa¬ 
nijh  Carack  near  the  Azores,  which 
he  made  himfelf  Mailer  of,  with 
little  Difficulty. 

Not  long  after,  Roderigo  Lopez, 
a  Jew,  who  was  the  Queen’s  Phy- 
lician,  two  Portugueze,  and  Patrick 
Cullen,  an  Irijhman,  were  bribed 
by  the  Spanijb  Governors  of  the 
Netherlands  to  make  her  away  by 
Poifon  or  otherwife ;  but  the  Plot 
being  difcovered,  the  Confpirators 
were  feized,  and  executed  :  As  were 
Edmund  York,  and  Richard  Williams, 
the  next  Year,  1595,  for  having 
undertaken  to  commit  the  fame 
Crime,  on  the  Promife  of  40,000 
Florins  from  the  faid  Spanijh  Gover¬ 
nors.  The  fame  Year,  Sir  Walter 
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Raleigh  made  a  fecond  Expedition  to 
America  at  his  own  Expence,  which 
was  attended  with  no  great  Succefs  : 
As  neither  was  that  of  Drake  and 
Hawkins,  who  were  fen  t  thither  by 
the  Queen  with  26  Ships,  and  both 
died  in  the  Expedition. 

But  the  Fleet  and  Armv,  w'hich 
the  Queen  fent  the  next  Year  to 
the  Coaft  of  Spain,  under  How¬ 
ard,  the  Earl  of  EJfex,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  and  other  brave  Men,  were 
attended  with  all  the  Succefs  that 
could  be  defired  ;  for  after  a  long 
and  obflinate  Engagement,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  defeated,  their  Admi¬ 
ral  Ship,  the  St.  Philip ,  and  two 
others  near  her,  were  burnt  to  Afhes, 
two  more  were  taken,  and  mofl  or 
the  other  Ships  in  the  Harbour  of 
Cadiz  run  afhore,-  In  the  mean 
Time  the  Land-Forces  under  the 
Earl  of  EJfex,  took  and  plundered 
Cadiz,  and  carried  off  a  very  rich 
Booty  ;  whilft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
burnt  the  Merchant  Ships  lying  at 
Port  Real.  In  fhort,  the  Spaniards 
loft  by  this  Expedition,  befides  the 
Merchant-Men,  two  Galleons,  13 
Men  of  War,  1 1  Ships  laden  for  the 
Indies,  and  i  3  others,  befides  the 
Provifions  for  another  Expedition  a- 
gainft  England.  This  did  not  hinder 
Philip  from  drawing  all  the  Ships  in 
his  other  Ports  together,  and  at¬ 
tempting  a  fecond  Invafion  of  this 
Nation  ;  but  it  came  to  nothing, 
his  Fleet  being  difperfed  by  a  violent 
Storm  in  their  Voyage,  and  many 
Ships  loft.  He  however  made  an¬ 
other  Attempt  the  next  Year,  15  97  i 
but  with  no  better  Succefs,  and  from 
the  fame  Caufe. 

Soon  after,  in  1598,  Henry  IV . 
of  France  made  a  feparate  Peace 
with  the  King  of  Spain,  without 
his  Allies,  the  Queen  of  England, 
and  the  States.  They  both  loudly 
complained  of  it,  but  Henry  pleaded 
the  Neceffity  of  his  Affairs.  And 
now  the  Queen  and  States  agree  to 
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-cany  on  the  War  again#  Spain  by 
,themfelves  ;  for  which  Purpofe  a 
Lnew  Treaty  was  made  between 
ithem,  in  which  Queen  Elizabeth 
had  the  Addrefs  to  turn  all  to  her 
own  Advantage.  The  fame  Year 
King  Philip  of  Spain ,  fo  famous 
.for  his  ■  Projects  again#  Etigland 
and  the  Proteftant  Religion,  died, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Phi¬ 
lip  III.  William  Cecil,  Baron  of 
Burleigh,  Lord-Treafurer,  and  the 
Queen’s  Prime-Minifter,  and  faith¬ 
ful  Counfellor,  died  alfo  at  this 
Time,  very  old,  and  was  fucceeded, 
as  Treafurer,  by  the  Lord  Buck- 
bur  Jl.  Spenfer  the  Poet  deceafed 
too  this  Year  ;  and  Hooker,  Author 
c0f  the  Ecclejiajlical  Polity,  the  Year 
(following. 

Robert  Devereux ,  Earl  of  Effex, 
a  young  Nobleman  of  lively  Wit 
and  Parts,  had  been  for  fome  Time 
in  great  Favour  with  the  Queen  ; 
in  Confequence  of  which  ftie  had 
;  raifed  him  to  feveral  great  Pofts  and 
Commands ;  which  he  afcribing  to 
f  his  own  Merit,  became  proud,  vain 
and  prefumptuous,  imagined  he 
could  govern  the  Queen  herfelf,  and 
often  difobeyed  her  exprefs  Orders  : 
Yet  her  Affeftion  for  him  ftill  con¬ 
tinued,  though  #ie  would  often  fe- 
verely  reprove  him  for  his  haughty 
and  obftinate  Behaviour.  At  length 
he  carried  his  Infolence  fo  far,  in 
,  maintaining  his  Opinion  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  Affair  contrary  to  that  of  the 
Queen’s,  as  to  turn  his  Back  upon 
:  her  with  an  Air  of  Contempt ;  at 
which  flie  was  fo  provoked,  thatlhe 
gave  him  a  Box  on  the  Ear.  He 
inftantly  clapt  his  Hand  on  his 
(  Sword,  protefting  with  an  Oath, 
that  be  neither  could  nor  would  put 
up  fucb  an  Affront,  and  if  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  were  alive,  he  could  not 
not  have  taken  it  from  him  ;  and  fo 
withdrew  from  Court.  Yet  after 
this,  upon  his  making  his  Submif- 
fion,  the  Queen  pardoned  him ;  tho’ 
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it  is  vejy  probable,  that  from  this 
Time  his  Mind  was  wholly  fet  upon 
Revenge  ;  and  to  that  End  he  ftrove 
to  make  himfelf  popular  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  he  was  in  a  Manner 
adored  by  the  People. 

The  Earl  of  Tyrone  having  raifeti 
a  Rebellion  in  Ireland,  encouraged 
thereto  by  the  Promife  of  Afliftance 
from  Spain,  the  Earl  of  Effex  was 
fent  over  with  an  Army,  in  1599, 
to  #op  his  progrefs.  But  here  he 
acled  in  fuch  an  unaccountable  Man¬ 
ner,  contrary  to  his  own  Advice  in 
Council,  and  to  the  Queen’s  Or¬ 
ders,  that  #ie  fufpefted  him  of  fome 
ill  Defign  ;  and  when  ftie  wrote 
to  him  about  it,  to  add  to  his  other 
Afts  of  Difobedicnce,  he  came 
over,  without  Leave,  to  juftify  him¬ 
felf.  But  fhe  ordered  him  to  keep 
to  his  Chamber,  and  he  was  foom 
after  put  under  Arreft,  and  con^ 
fined  at  the  Lord  Keeper’s  Houle. 
Upon  his  humbling  himfelf,  the 
Queen  permitted  him  to  retire  to 
his  own  Houfe,  but  forbad  him  to 
come  to  Court.  Here  he  foon  fell 
into  violent  Courfes,  and  his  owrt 
Raftinefs,  and  the  prepofterous  Zeal 
of  his  numerous  Friends,  put  him 
upon  dangerous  Proje&s  again#  the 
Government,  and  even  upon  con- 
fpiring  to  feize  the  Queen’s  Perfon, 
under  Pretence  of  revenging  himfelf 
on  his  Enemies  ;  though  it  was 
thought  he  had  farther  Defigns^  and 
that  he  even  afpired  to  the  Crown. 
And  now  his  Houfe  was  open  to  all 
Malcontents,  Papifts  as  well  as  Pu¬ 
ritans  ;  he  entertained  the  Swordf- 
men  in  and  about  London,  and  efta- 
blilhed  a  Council,  to  confult  what 
was  to  be  done  in  his  Favour  ;■ 
whilft  his  Enemies  at  Court  took 
care  to  have  Spies  about  him,-  to 
inform  them  of  what  palled,  wh  ch 
they  did  not  fail  reprefenting  to 
the  Queen  as  much  to  his  Dif- 
advantage  as  poffible.  The  Queen 
fent  fome  of  her  Counfcllors  to 
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know  the  Reafon  of  fo  great  a  Con- 
courfe  at  his  Houfe  ;  but  they  were 
made  Prifoners,  and  immediately 
the  Earl  marched  out  with  his  Com¬ 
pany,  and  depending  on  the  Affec¬ 
tions  of  the  People,  endeavoured 
to  raife  the  City  of  .London  ;  but  he 
was  difappointed,  they  were  fo  wife, 
that  not  one  appeared  in  his  Fa¬ 
vour.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
Court  had  taken  all  neceffary  Pre¬ 
cautions,  and  he  was  proclaimed  a 
Traitor  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  City. 
Upon  this,  he  with  much  Difficulty 
got  back  to  his  Houfe  in  the  Strand , 
which  was  prefently  invefted  by  the 
Lord  Admiral  ;  and  the  Earl  and 
his  Affociates  being  at  laft  obliged 
to  furrender,  were  fent,  fome  to  the 
Tower,  and  fome  to  other  Prifons. 
Thefe  Things  were  tranfa&ed  in 
the  Year  x6oo,  and  the  Beginning 
of  1601. 

Lee,  the  Earl’s  Creature,  and  an 
intimate  Friend  of  the  Earl  of 
Tyrone,  was  the  firffc  that  was  exe¬ 
cuted  $  by  whofe  Confeffion  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  EJfex  was  in  Confede¬ 
racy  with  that  Rebel  againfl  the 
Queen.  On  February  19,  1601, 
the  Earls  of  EJfex  and  Southampton 
were  both  tried,  and  condemned  to 
die.  Southampton  had  his  Life  given 
him,  but  was  kept  in  Prifon.  Effex 
was  beheaded  on  the  25  th  of  the 
fame  Month.  He  made  an  ample 
Confeffion,  and  expreffed  great  Sor¬ 
row  for  his  rafh  ConduCt.  The 
Queen  fhewed  fome  Irrefolution, 
when  the  fatal  Day  came,  which  has 
furnifhed  fome  Writers  with  Matter 
for  Plays  and  Romances,  in  which 
fhe  is  reprefented  as  tolled  between 
the  Paffions  of  Love  and  Rage. 
But  as  fhe  was  then  in  her  68th 
Year,  one  would  think  there  could 
be  no  great  Reafon  for  fuch  an 
Imagination.  Some  other  of  the 
Earl’s  Accomplices  were  afterwards 
executed,  and  the  reft  fined  or  im- 
prifoned. 


Towards  the  End  of  the  Year 
the  Queen  did  a  very  popular  ACt. 
Complaints  having  been  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Commons,  of  certain  Mono¬ 
polies  authorized  by  her  Letters  Pa¬ 
tent,  fhe  no  fooner  underftood  that 
the  Parliament  deemed  them  fo  many 
Infringements  of  the  People’s  Privi¬ 
leges,  but,  without  flaying  to  be  ad- 
dreffed,  fhe  annulled  moll  of  them, 
and  left  the  reft  to  the  Laws.  The 
Commons  hereupon  deputed  a  great 
Number  of  their  Members  to  wait 
upon  her  with  their  Thanks  ;  to 
whom  fhe  made  a  mofl  affectionate 
and  obliging  Speech,  calling  the 
Monopolift9  Harpies  and  Horfe- 
Leeches,  and  telling  them,  that  her 
granting  them  the  Patents  was  an 
Error  that  proceeded  from  her  Ig¬ 
norance,  not  her  Will. 

The  Irijh  War  was  carried  on  with 
fuch  Succefs  this  Year,  by  the  Lord 
Montjoy,  the  Queen’s  Deputy,  that 
though  the  Spanijh  Succours  arrived 
and  made  themfelves  Mafters  of 
Kinfale,  they  were  foon  befieged  and 
forced  to  capitulate  ;  and  Tyrone 
coming  to  raife  the  Siege,  was  to¬ 
tally  routed  :  After  this,  he  was 
drove  from  Place  to  Place,  and  de¬ 
feated  wherever  he  came,  till,  at 
laft,  he  was  obliged  to  caft  himfelf 
upon  the  Queen’s  Mercy.  Levifon 
and  Mounfon  being  fent  with  fome 
Ships,  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain ,  took  a 
large  Carack  juft  come  from  the  Eajl- 
Indies,  though  guarded  by  eleven 
Gallies  ;  which  Ship  was  valued  at 
a  Million  of  Crowns. 

Queen  Elizabeth  having  got  the 
better  of  all  her  Enemies,  and  go¬ 
verned  the  Nation  fo  long  in  Peace, 
notwithilanding  all  their  repeated 
Efforts  to  difturb  her  Reign,  fell 
fick  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1603  ;  and  being  now  old,  and 
her  illnels  increafmg  every  Day,  fhe 
grew  fomewhat  melancholy,  efpeci- 
ally  when  fhe  obferved  that  mofl  of 
her  Courtiers  negle&ed  her,  and 
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j  began  to  make  their  Court  to  the 
King  of  Scots,  her  preemptive  Heir. 
.  When  ihe  was  near  her  End,  the 
„  Council  fent  fome  of  their  Body  to 
_  defire  her  to  name  her  Succeflor.  She 
anfwered  at  firft  fomewhat  obfcurely ; 
but  being  prefled  to  explain  herfelf, 
Ihe  at  laft  named  the  King  of  Scots, 
and  foon  after  expired  with  great 
Signs  of  Devotion,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  in  the  feventieth  Year  of  her 
Age,  after  a  glorious  Reign  of  for¬ 
ty-four  Years,  four  Months  and 
eight  Days.  She  was  buried  in 
W ’JiminJler- Alley . 

This  illuftrious  Queen  had  many 
Virtues  and  excellent  Qualities,  and 
.  butfew  Faults.  She  had  great  Abili- 
r  ties,  and  underllood  the  Art  of 
i  Governing  perfeflly  well.  To  make 
herfelf  beloved  of  her  Subjects,  to 
i  be  frugal  of  her  Revenue,  and  to 
keep  up  Diflen'tions  amongfther  En- 
F  emies,  were  the  Maxims  by  which 
■  Ihe  fteered  her  Courfe,  and  kept  her- 
j  felf  and  People  in  Peace.  Her  Dif- 
fimulation  had  generally  a  right 
Turn,  which  was  to  preferve  her 
:  own  Dominions,  and  not  to  incroach 
on  thofe  of  her  Neighbours.  She  put 
fome  Papifts  to  Death,  butnonepure- 


ly  on  Account  of  Religion,  but  for 
plotting  againfl  her  and  the  State  ; 
or  attempting  to  deftroy  the  Protef- 
tant  Religion  by  violent  Methods. 
Some  Puritans  alfo  fuflered  Death  in 
her  Reign,  for  writing  what  were 
called  feditious  Books,  chiefly  againfl: 
the  fuppofed  Errors  in  the  Church 
Eftabliihment.  The  fevere  Statute 
made  againfl  them  for  debarring 
them  of  Liberty  of  Confcience  can¬ 
not  be  juftified.  Perhaps  they  were 
a  little  too  obftinate,  but  certainly 
their  Enemies  were  too  uncharita¬ 
ble.  As  to  the  reft,  Ihe  caufed  Juf- 
tice  to  be  duly  adminiitered,  and 
Trade  and  Commerce  to  flourifli,  of 
her  great  Regard  to  which  there  are 
many  Inftances  ;  and  England  under 
her  enjoyed  a  State  of  Felicity,  un¬ 
known  in  the  Reigns  of  moil  of  her 
Predeceflors. 

The  prefent  Method  of  maintain¬ 
ing  the  Poor,  and  chufing  Over- 
feers  in  every  Parifh,  was  eflabliihed 
in  this  Reign.  The  famous  Burfe 
in  Cornhill,  for  the  Ccnveniency  of 
Merchants,  was  built  by  Sir  Thomas 
Grcjham ;  to  which  Queen  Elizabeth 
gave  the  Name  of  the  Royal-Ex¬ 
change, 
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UPON  the  Death  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ,  James  VI.  of  Scot¬ 
land  fucceeded  to  the  Englijh 
Throne,  by  the  Name  of  James  I. 
He  was  the  firft  of  the  Stuarts  who 
reigned  in  England,  being  now  in  the 
37th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  having 
been  King  of  Scotland  ever  lince  he 
was  a  Year  old,  upon  the  Depofition 
of  Queen  Mary  his  Mother,  who 
was  the  Daughter  of  James  V.  Son 
of  James  IV.  by  Margaret,,  eldeil 
Daughter  of  our  King  Henry  VIL 
fo  that  James  was  the  neareft  in 
Blood  to  Elizabeth ,  by  his  Defcent 
from  Margaret  her  Aunt,  though  (he 
did  not  think  fit  to  declare  him  her 
SuccelTor  till  fhe  was  near  her  End, 
that  by  keeping  him  in  Sufpenfe,  fhe 
might  have  him  the  more  dependent 
upon  her.  But  being  nominated  by 
her,  juft  before  fhe  died,  to  fucceed 
her,  he  was,  immediately  upon  her 
Demife,  proclaimed  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  &c. 

There  were  two  Factions  at  Court 


towards  the  End  of  the  laff  Reign,, 
the  one  confiding  of  the  Friends  of 
the  Earl  of  EJJex,  who  had  held  a 
fecret  Correfpondence  with  King 
James ,  in  order  to  promote  his  Inte- 
refl  in  England  •,  and  therefore  he 
confidered  the  Friends  of  that  No¬ 
bleman  as  his  own  :  The  other  con¬ 
fining  of  EJJex's  Enemies,  whom 
the  Kjng  hated,  among  whom  was 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  Secretary 
Cecil-  But  this  latter,  forefeeing 
how  Things  would  go  after  the 
Queen’s  Death,  politickly  took  care 
beforehand  to  make  his  Peace  with 
the  King  of  Scots,  by  holding  a  pri¬ 
vate  Correfpondence  with  him,  and 
acquainting  him  with  all  that  palled 
at  Court ;  by  which  Means  he  wa» 
the  only  one  of  his  Party,  who  go*, 
into  the  new  King’s  Favour. 

The  Council  having  fent  to  give 
the  King  Notice  of  his  Accefiion, 
and  of  their  having  proclaimed  him,, 
he  fet  out  from  Edinburgh  on  the 
5  th  of  April,  attended  by  feveral 
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Scotch  Lords  and  others,  and  no 
fooner  fet  Foot  in  England,  but 
Multitudes  of  People  came  out  to 
welcome  him,  with  loud  Acclama¬ 
tions  ;  and  in  every  Town  he  palled 
through,  he  was  entertained  in  a 
moll  magnificent  Manner,  receiving 
every  where  the  Praifes  and  good 
Wilhes  of  his  new  Subjedls.  So  ex¬ 
travagant  were  the  Exprelfions  of  Joy 
in  the  Multitude  on  this  Occafion, 
that  an  honell  blunt  Scotchman  in  the 
Company  faid,  This  People  will /pile 
a  gud  King :  And,  what  might  be 
thought  impolitick  in  a  new  So¬ 
vereign,  the  King  ilfued  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  to  reltrain  the  People 
from  flocking  to  him  in  fuch  vail 
Numbers.  When  he  arrived  at 
York ,  moll  of  the  Engli/b  Noblemen 
came  and  made  their  Obeifance  to 
him :  Among  the  reft,  Secretary 
Cecil,  who,  contrary  to  every  one’s 
Expedition,  was  received  with  more 
than  ordinary  Tokens  of  Refpedl. 
Being  come  to  Newark,  he  gave  a 
Sort  of  Prefage  of  the  arbitrary 
Power  he  intended  to  aflume,  in 
caufing  a  Cut-Purfe  to  be  hanged 
by  his  foie  Warrant,  without  any 
Trial ;  which  was  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  England .  On  the  4th  of 
May  he  came  to  Theobald's,  Secre¬ 
tary  Cecil’s  Houfe,  which  the  King 
afterwaids  purchafed,  giving  in  Ex¬ 
change  for  it  Hatfield  -Houfe,  now 
the  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Salijbury. 
Here  the  Council  waited  upon  him 
in  a  Body,  and  he  added  feveral 
Scotch  and  Englijh  to  their  Number, 
and  Ihewed  great  Marks  of  Refpedl 
to  the  Brother  and  Son  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Howard  Family,  who  had  been 
great  Sufferers  for  his  Mother ;  and 
foon  after  bellowed  many  Titles 
of  Honour  upon  them.  On  the 
7th  of  May  he  arrived  at  London, 
having  in  his  Journey  made  about 
200  Knights,  and  loon  after  his 
Arrival  he  made  many  more  :  For 
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as  Queen  Elizabeth  was  wifely  fpar- 
ing  in  conferring  Honours,  King 
fames  was  on  the  contrary  moll 
profufe  in  bellowing  them,  and 
made  fo  many  Knights,  Barons, 
Earls,  Ific.  that  a  Pafquil  was  polled 
up  in  St.  Paul’s,  waggilhly  pre¬ 
tending  to  an  Art  to  help  weak  Me¬ 
mories  to  retain  the  Names  of  the  No¬ 
bility.  Of  the  many  who  were  cre¬ 
ated  about  this  Time,  I  lhall  only 
mention  Thomas  Sackuille, hard  Buck- 
hurft,  and  High-Treafurer,  who  was 
made  Earl  of  Dorfiet ;  Sir  Robert  Ce¬ 
cil  Secretary  of  State,  who  was 
made  Baron  of  EJJingdon,  and  after¬ 
wards  Vifcount  Cranburne,  and  Earl 
of  Salijbury  ;  and  Philip  Herbert , 
Brother  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke , 
who  was  made  Earl  of  Montgomery ; 
Before  he  came  to  London,  he  re- 
ftored  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  and 
the  Earl  of  Ejfex’s  Son,  to  their 
Titles  and  Eftates ;  but  the  Lords 
Grey  and  Cob  ham.  Sir  W alter  Raleigh, 
and  others  who  had  been  Enemhs 
to  EJfiex,  met  with  a  very  cold  Re¬ 
ception. 

The  King,  foon  after  his  Arrival, 
fent  a  fplendid  Train  of  Lords  and 
Ladies  into  Scotland,  to  bring  up 
his  Queen  and  Children.  His  Queen 
was  Anne  Sifter  to  the  King  of 
Denmark  :  And  he  had  three  Chil¬ 
dren  by  her,  Henry  now  nine  Years 
old,  Elizabeth  and  Charles.  The 
two  former  came  up  with  the  Queen 
their  Mother;  but  the  laft,  being 
indil'pofed,  was  left  in  Scotland  fome 
Time  longer. 

Before  the  King  and  Queen  w’ere 
crowned,  which  Solemnity  was  per¬ 
formed  on  July  25,  being  St. 
James’s  Day,  a  Confpiracy  was 
difeovered,  for  letting  Arabella 
Stuart,  the  King’s  Coufin-German, 
on  the  Throne.  The  Authors  were 
the  Lords  Grey  and  Cobban,  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  Sir  Griffith  Mark¬ 
ham,  George  Brook ,  two  Prielt.% 
Watfion  and  Clarke .  and  luinc  others. 

T  2  It 
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It  was  thought  that  Count  Aremberg, 
Ambaflador  from  the  Archduke  and 
the  Infanta  Ifabclla,  was  the  firfl 
Encourager  of  this  Plot,  on  purpofe 
to  ruin  Raleigh,  whom  the  Spaniards 
moll  dreaded,  and  that  he  after¬ 
wards  gave  Information  of  it  to  the 
King.  Others  have  looked  upon  it 
as  a  State-Trick  to  weaken  a  Party, 
who  were  for  having  the  King  tied 
to  Articles  upon  his  Acceflion  ;  and 
that  it  was  Cecil’s  Contrivance  to 
ruin  thofe,  who  might  otherwife 
ruin  him.  However,  they  were 
condemned  to  die,  and  Raleigh  in 
particular  upon  the  written  Evi¬ 
dence  of  one  fingle  Witnefs,  the 
Lord  Cobham,  without  being  con¬ 
fronted  as  the  Law  required.  Only 
the  two  Priefts,  and  Brook,  were 
executed,  the  reft  being  fent  back 
to  Prifon,  but  foon  after  releafed, 
except  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who 
continued  twelve  Years  in  the  Tower, 
where  he  wrote  his  Hijlory  of  the 
World.  Thole  alfo  who  were  re¬ 
leafed,  being  deprived  of  their 
Eftates,  lived  in  great  Want  and 
Milery. 

King  Jaanes  was  often  thought 
to  be  a  Favourer  of  the  Cathohcks 
in  Scotland,  and  therefore  the  Pa- 
pifts  in  England  flattered  themfelves 
with  Hopes,  that  their  Religion 
would  at  leaft  be  fully  tolerated 
under  hirn.  But  though  he  had  no 
Averflon  to  the  Popilh  Religion, 
he  hated  the  Dodlrine  of  the  Je- 
fuits  and  Priefts  concerning  the 
power  of  the  Pope  to  depofe  Kings 
and  abfolve  their  Subjefts  from 
their  Allegiance ;  and  he  found  it 
was  not  in  his  Power  to  grant  a 
full  Toleration  to  the  other  Ca- 
thoiicks,  how  much  lcever  he  de- 
flred  it.  And  fo  they  received  no 
other  Anfwer  to  their  Petition  on 
this  Occafion,  than  that  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  maintain  what 
he  found  fettled  in  the  Kingdom  at 
his  Acceflion. 
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The  Puritans  were  even  mote 
difappointed  than  the  Papifts.  They 
thought  that  a  King  educated  in 
their  Religion,  and  who  had  pro- 
felfed  it  for  fo  many  Years,  would 
be  very  favourable  to  them.  But 
though  James  had  fwofn  to  the  Reli¬ 
gion  of  the  Kirk,  he  all  along  hated 
it  in  his  Heart;  and  after  his  coming 
into  England,  took  the  firft  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  mortify  the  Prejbytcrians. 
But  to  do  it  with  the  better  Grace, 
when  they  prefented  their  Petition, 
not  only  for  a  Toleration,  but  for 
reforming  certain  Things  in  the 
Do&rine,  Difcipline,  and  Worlhip 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
which  the  Bilhops  ftrenuoufly  op- 
pofed,  he  appointed  a  Conference 
between  the  Divines  of  both  Par¬ 
ties,  which  was  held  at  Hampton- 
Court  in  January,  1604.  But  the 
King  himfelf  undertook  the  Caufe 
of  the  Epifcopalians,  and  anfwered 
the  Preibyterian  Minifters  Argu¬ 
ments,  fometimes  with  Reaforts,  and 
fometimes  with  Authority  and  Me¬ 
naces  ;  which  was  fo  agreeable  to 
the  Bilhops,  that  Whitgift,  Arch- 
biftiop  of  Canterbury,  faid,  he  verily 
believed  the  King  J poke  by  the  Spirit 
of  God.  The  Relult  was,  that  the 
Puritans  were  deemed  obftinate, 
and  threatened  with  the  Rigour  of 
the  Laws,  unlefs  they  conformed : 
And  Bancroft,  who  fucceedrd  Whit¬ 
gift,  being  a  Man  of  a  violent  Tem¬ 
per,  held  fo  hard  an  Hand  over  them, 
that  many  were  forced  to  leave  their 
native  Country,  and  feek  Refuge  in 
foreign  Parts ;  and  Multitudes  pre¬ 
pared  to  tranfport  themfelves  and 
Families  to  the  new  Settlements  in 
America. 

King  James  had  much  higher 
Notions  of  the  Prerogative  Royal 
than  was  confiftent  with  the  Eng- 
li/b  Conftitution.  He  thought  the 
Power  of  Kings  was  above  Controul, 
and  that  Parliaments,  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Privileges,  were  fo  many  In- 
croachments 
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croachments  upon  the  Sovereigns, 
•or  at  beft  but  Conceffions  made  by 
them,  which  they  might  revoke  at 
Plcafure.  He  was  ftrongly  poflefled 
^vith  the  Notion  of  his  hereditary 
Right,  though  Henry  VII.  from 
whom  he  defcended,  had,  of  all  our 
Kings,  the  leaft  Pretenfion  to  that 
Right.  In  Confequence  of  thefe 
high  Maxims,  Kin g  James,  through 
his  whole  Reign,  endeavoured  to 
incroach  upon  the  Privileges  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  to  fet  himfelf  above 
the  Laws.  In  thefe  Principles  and 
Practices  he  was  flattered  and  encou¬ 
raged  by  his  Minillers,  and  by  the 
Bilhops  and  Clergy' ;  but  the  Con- 
fequences  were,  a  weak  Government 
at  home,  and  Contempt  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  abroad,  Difl'enfions  and  Dif- 
putes  between  the  King  and  his  Par- 
L.liaments,  and  .Uneafinefs  and  Mur- 
:  muring  among  the  People :  All 
which,  together  with  the  conftant 
Inclination  he  Ihewed  to  favour  the 
Catholicks,  and  his  Severity  to¬ 
wards  the  Proteftant  Non-conform- 
ills,  laid  the  Foundation  of  the  Mi- 
feries  that  followed  in  his  Son’s 
Reign . 

A  Proclamation  was  publilhed  on 
February  22,  commanding  all  jefuits 
and  Popilh  Prieils  to  depart  the 
Kingdom  :  In  which  the  King  took 
care  to  fhew,  that  he  did  not  banifh 
them  out  of  any  Hatred  to  the  Ca- 
tholick  Religion,  but  only  for  their 
holding  the  Dottrine  of  the  Pope’s 
power  over  Kings  ;  and  intimated 
that,  as  to  the  reft,  he  would  have 
Regard  to  the  tender  Confciences 
of  the  moderate  Catholicks.  It  was 
not  fo  with  his  Proclamation,  which 
came  out  fome  Days  after,  againll 
the  Puritans  :  Here  was  no  Indul¬ 
gence  Ihewn  to  tender  Confcicnccs, 
but  they  were  all,  as  obftinate  Peo¬ 
ple,  to  be  compelled  to  Confor¬ 
mity. 

King  'James’ s  firft  Parliament  met 
on  t-he  19th  of  March,  to  whom 
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he  made  a  very  long,  tedious  and 
intricate  Speech.  However,  he  took 
care  to  mention  his  hereditary  Right 
to  the  Crown,  and  to  let  them 
know,  that  he  was  their  undoubted 
King  by  his  Birth.  He  bore  very 
hard  upon  the  Puritans,  reprefent- 
ing  them  as  a  Sett  not  to  be  fuf- 
fered  in  a  well-regulated  State  ;  but 
fpoke  more  favourably  of  the  Pa- 
pi  ft  s,  exprefling  his  Defire  of  tole¬ 
rating  them,  and  even  of  meeting 
them  half  Way,  if  they  would  but 
lay  afide  their  Tenets  of  the  Pope’s 
Power  to  depofe  Kings,  and  the 
Lawfulnefs  of  killing  them,  when 
fo  depofed  ;  but  fo  long  as  the  Po- 
pifh  Clergy  maintained  and  taught 
thefe  Dottrines,  he  thought  they 
were  not  to  be  fuffered  in  the  King¬ 
dom.  But  the  main  Bufinefs  of  his 
Speech  was  to  recommend  the  Uni¬ 
ting  of  the  two  Kingdoms  of  Eng¬ 
land.  and  Scotland,  that  as  there  was 
but  one  Head,  there  might  be  but 
one  Body.  This  was  a  Point  he 
had  very  much  at  Heart,  and  to 
pave  the  Way  to  it,  he  ordered 
himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  King  of 
Great-Britain.  The  Parliament  ap¬ 
pointed  Ccmmiftioners  to  confider 
of  the  Affair:  But  the  King’s  Par¬ 
tiality  to  his  Scotch  Courtiers  in  load¬ 
ing  them  with  Wealth  and  Honours, 
fo  raifed  the  Jealoufy  of  the  Englijh, 
that  the  Union  he  fo  earneftly  defired 
came  to  nothing. 

The  Commons,  on  the  6th  of 
June,  prefented  an  Addrefs  to  the 
King,  complaining  of  certain  Grie¬ 
vances,  and  reprefenting  their  Pri¬ 
vileges,  which  they  fuppofed  him 
not  thoroughly  acquainted  with, 
becaufe  he  had  interfered  in  their 
Debates  about  the  controverted 
Elettions,  which  they  claimed  the 
foie  Privilege  of  determining.  But 
this  Addrefs  he  took  io  ill,  that 
foon  after  he  prorogued  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  February.  In  the  mean 
Time  he  concluded  a  Peace  with 
T  3  Spain 
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Spain,  not  much,  as  it  is  faid,  to  the 
Honour  or  Advantage  of  the  Nation. 

The  thorough  Papifts,  who  held 
the  unlimited  Power  of  the  Pope, 
finding  there  was  no  Likelihood 
that  any  Indulgence  would  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  them,  formed  a  hellifh  Con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  King  and  the 
Eftates  of  the  Realm,  called  the 
Gunpowder  Plot.  The  Defign  was 
to  blow  up  the  Parliament-Houfe, 
whilft  the  King  was  delivering  his 
Speech  to  the  Lords  and  Commons ; 
and  fo  at  once  to  deftroy  both  King 
and  Parliament.  The  chief  Con- 
fpirators  were  Catejby,  Percy ,  Grant , 
Rookwofd,  bright,  Trejham,  Digby, 
Robert  and  Thomas  Winter,  and  Guy 
Fawks.  One  of  them  hired  a  Cellar 
under  the  Lords  Houfe,  as  if  for  his 
own  private  Conveniency  ;  and  thi¬ 
ther  they  conveyed  by  Night  thirty- 
fix  Barrels  of  Gunpowder,  covering 
them  with  great  Quantities  of  Coals, 
Billets,  and  Faggots.  The  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  to  have  met  in  February, 
3605,  but  was  farther  prorogued  to 
October,  and  then  to  th&  Fifth  of 
November.  Then  it  was  that  this 
devilifh  Projeft  was  to  be  put  in 
Execution.  But  a  few  Days  before, 
it  was  happily  difcovered,  by  Means 
of  a  Letter,  as  has  been  commonly 
thought,  which  one  of  the  Confpi- 
rators  fent  to  the  Lord  Monteagle, 
without  Name  or  Date,  advifing 
him  not  to  go  to  the  Parliament  on 
that  Day,  for  that  they  Jhould  receive 
a  terribly  Blow,  and  yet  not  fee  who 
hurt  them  ;  which  the  King  inter- 
preted  to  be  a  Blow  with  Gun¬ 
powder.  This  Letter  has  fince  been 
thought  to  be  an  Artifice  of  the  Earl 
of  Sail  fury,  for  that  the  King  had 
received  Intimation  of  the  P,ot  be¬ 
fore,  from  Henry  IV,  of  France. 
However,  a  Search  being  ordeied 
to  be  made  under  the  Parliament- 
Houft,  Guy  Fawks,  who  was  to 
let  Fire  to  the  Train,  was  firft  difco- 
yered  ;n  a  Cloak  and  Boots,  with  a 
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Dark-lanthorn,  Tinder-box,  and 
Matches  in  his  Pocket :  Then  re¬ 
moving  the  Coals  and  Wood,  they 
found  the  thirty-fix  Barrels  of  Gun¬ 
powder.  Fawks  continued  o'odinate 
for  lome  Time,  and  expreffed  his 
Concern  that  the  Thing  had  mif- 
carried  :  But  being  lhewn  the  Rack, 
he  difcovered  his  Accomplices ;  of 
whom  feven,  together  with  himfelf, 
were  executed  in  January  following  ; 
as  were,  not  long  after,  Oldcorn 
and  Garnet,  two  Jefuits,  for  con¬ 
cealing  and  abetting  the  Plot.  Be- 
fides  thofe  who  were  executed, 
Catejby  and  Percy  were  killed  as 
they  were  endeavouring  to  make 
their  Efcape  from  a  Houfe  in  the 
Country,  which  the  Sheriff  had  in- 
velted.  The  Parliament  appointed 
the  Fifth  of  November  to  be  annually 
obferved  as  a  Day  of  Thankfgiving 
for  this  great  Deliverance. 

In  1607,  the  Archduke  and  the 
Infanta  his  Spoufe  fent  to  propofe 
a  Peace  with  the  States  of  the  United 
Provinces,  who  refufed  to  treat,  un- 
lefs  they  were  owned  for  a  free  and 
independent  State.  This  the  Arch¬ 
duke  agreed  to,  but  the  States  in¬ 
filled  on  the  Ratification  of  the 
King  of  Spain ;  which  he  granted, 
but- in  fuch  equivocal  and  ambigu¬ 
ous  Exprelfions,  that  it  was  not  fa- 
tisfadlory  to  the  States.  However, 
the  Negotiation  went  on,  under  the 
Mediation  of  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
and  King  fames  ;  though  the  latter 
is  faid  to  have  made  no  great  Figure 
in  it,  and  to  have  afled  not  altoge¬ 
ther  with  Sincerity.  At  length,  in 
1609,  a  Treaty  was  concluded,  in 
which  the  United  Provinces  were  ac¬ 
knowledged  for  a  free  and  indepen¬ 
dent  State,  after  a  brave  Struggle  of 
above  forty  Years  in  Defence  of  their 
Liberties:  And  thus  they  continue 
to  this  Day, 

In  1608,  George  Jervis  a  Seminary 
Pried  of  Rheims,  and  Thomas  Garnet 
a  Jefuit,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 

The 
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The  fame  Year  Thomas  Sackville  Earl 
of  Dor/et,  Lord-Treafurer,  died  fud- 
denly  at  the  Council  Table;  and 
Robert  Cecil  Earl  ol  Sali/bury  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  that  high  Poll. 

A  new  Tranflation  of  the  Bible, 
<vrz.  that  now  in  Ufe,  was  begun  in 
1607,  and  publilhed  in  1611. 

Matters  did  not  go  very  l'mooth 
between  the  King  and  Parliament 
in  1610.  The  Commons  began  to 
complain  of  feveral  Grievances,  fuch 
as  the  King’s  Profufenefs  in  enrich¬ 
ing  his  Courtiers,  efpecially  the  Scots, 
his  Regard  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  the  Multitude  of  Proclamati¬ 
ons,  feveral  concerning  Matters  that 
ufed  to  be  referred  to  the  Conlidera- 
tion  of  Parliament,  and  particular¬ 
ly  the  rigorous  Proceedings  of  the 
High  CommiJJion  Court  again!!  the 
Puritans,  or  thofe  whom  the  Court 
had  a  Mind  to  brand  with  that 
Character,  becaufe  not  complailant 
enough  to  its  high  and  arbitrary 
Pretenlions,  The  King  fent  for  both 
Houfes,  and  endeavoured  to  vindi¬ 
cate  himfeif  in  a  Speech ;  in  which 
however  he  ufed  fuch  extravagant 
Expreflions  concerning  the  kingly 
Power,  as  were  more  agreeable  to  an 
abfolute  Monarchy  than  the  Englijh 
Conftitution.  The  Parliament,  a- 
ware  of  his  Deligns,  refolved  to 
guard  againlt  them  ;  but  not  think¬ 
ing  it  proper  to  carry  the  Matter 
any  farther  at  this  Time,  they 
granted  him  a  Subfidy,  and  then 
were  prorogued,  and  not  long  af¬ 
ter  dilfolved  by  Proclamation,  after 
having  continued  feven  Years.  No 
other  Parliament  was  called  till 
1614,  and  in  the  mean  Time  the 
Miniilers  endeavoured  to  fupply  the 
King’s  Wants  by  Ways  and  Means 
not  very  agreeable  to  the  People. 
During  this  Selfion,  Henry  the  King’s 
eldeft  Son,  a  moll  hopeful  Prince, 
was  created  Prince  of  Wales ;  as 
Prince  Charles  had  a  good  while 
before  been  created  Duke  of  York. 
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Henry  IV.  of  France ,  though  he 
turned  Papilt  for  the  Sake  of  his 
Crown,  was  not  thought  zealous 
enough  of  the  Popifh  Caufe ;  the 
Conference  of  which  was,  that  he 
was  this  Year  ftabbed  to  Death  in 
his  Coach  in  Paris,  by  one  Ravaillac 
a  Friar,  at  the  Inftigation  of  the 
Jefuits:  The  News  of  which  alarm¬ 
ing  King  James,  he  by  a  frefh  Pro¬ 
clamation  banilhed  all  Jefuits  and 
Priefts  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  for¬ 
bad  all  Recufants,  that  is,  fuch  as  re- 
fufed  to  take  the  new  Oath  of  Al¬ 
legiance,  to  come  within  ten  Miles 
of  the  Court.  Richard  Bancroft 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury ,  the  great 
Enemy  of  the  Puritans,  dying  about 
this  Time,  George  Abbot  Bilhop  of 
London ,  a  Man  of  a  much  better 
Spirit,  was  made  Archbilhop  of  Can - 
ter  bury  in  his  Room. 

The  Earl  of  Sali/bury,  a  Man  of 
great  Parts  and  Abilities,  was  now 
Prime  Minifter,  and  had  been  fo 
from  the  Beginning  of  this  Reign : 

Though  all  that  while  King  James 
had,  properly  fpeaking,  no  Favou¬ 
rite,  on  whom  to  bellow  his  intimate 
Affections.  But  in  i6zi,  he  was 
captivated  by  a  young  Scotch  Gen¬ 
tleman,  of  about  20  Years  of  Age,  . 
whofe  Name  was  Robert  Carr.  He  Jlt&CiT  <5 
was  a  Perfon  of  but  fmall  Parts  and  toAjfrmc 
no  Learning,  but  airy  and  gay,  and 
of  a  comely  and  graceful  Prefence  : 

■Qualities  that  James  was  more  taken 
with,  than  Virtue  and  Merit.  Of 
all  wife  Men,  Lord  Clarendon  fays, 
he  was  the  moll  delighted  with 
handfome  Perfons  and  line  Cloaths. 

The  King  had  no  fooner  fixed  hi3 
Eyes  upon  this  Objedt,  but  he 
knighted  him,  and  made  him  a 
Gentleman  of  his  Bedchamber,  and 
took  the  Pains  himfeif  to  teach  him 
Latin.  He  not  long  after  made 
him  Treafurer  of  Scotland,  and  the 
next  Year  created  him  Baron  of 
Branfpeth,  and  Vifcount  Rochcfter, 
making  him  alfo  a  Privy-Couniellor 
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and  Knight  of  the  Garter.  And 
now  nothing  was  done  at  Court 
without  the  Vifcount  Rochejier,  af- 
fifted  by  the  Counfels  of  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury,  his  Friend,  who  gave  him 
fuch  good  Advice,  that  he  behaved 
prudently  enough,  at  firft,  in  his  high 
PoiL  The  Fling,  who  was  very 
profufe  to  all  his  Courtiers,  was  to 
be  fure  much  more  fo  to  his  new 
Favourite  Rochejier,  which  fat  not 
very  eafy  upon  the  Earl  of  Salijbury , 
who  was  obliged  to  find  the  King 
Money.  Of  this  there  goes  a  Story, 
that  the  King  having  ordered  Ro- 
. fhefier  5000/.  (fome  fay  a  much 
larger  Sum)  out  of  the  Exchequer, 


the  Prince  was  no  Friend  to  the  Earl 
of  Rochejier ,  is  certain  :  And  all  to¬ 
gether  occafioned  a  Report  that  he 
was  poifoned.  However,  of  this  there 
was  never  any  Proof ;  though  the 
Queen  could  never  endure  Rochejier 
afterward.  The  Marriage  of  the 
Princefs  with  the  E\e&ov  Palatine  was 
put  off  for  fome  Time,  on  Account 
of  Prince  Henry’s  Death,  but  was  at 
laid  folemnized  on  February  14,161 3  ; 
on  which  Occafion  there  was  a  con¬ 
tinued  Courfe  of  Entertainments, 
Balls,  Mafquerades,  and  other  Di- 
veifions  at  Court,  till  April ,  when 
the  illufirious  Pair  fet  out  together 
for  Germany. 


the  Earl  of  Salijbury  ufed  this  Stra-  ^j^About  this  Time,  a  horrid  Scene 
tagern  to  open  the  King’s  Eyes,  /of  Iniquity  was  tranfacling,  which 
He  ordered  the  Money  to  be  told  proved  at  lafi  the  Ruin  of  the  Fa- 


out  in  Silver,  and  laid  in  Heaps 
upon  Tables  in  a  P.oom  through 
which  his  Majefty  was  to  pafs ;  who, 
being  furprized  at  the  Sight  of  fuch 
prodigious  Heaps,  alked  him,  Whom 
all  that  Money  was  for?  Salijbury 
told  him,  it  was  for  the  Lord  Ro¬ 
chejier,  according  to  his  Order. 
The  King  laid  it  was  too  much  for 
one  Man,  and  bid  Salijbury  give 
pirn'  lefs  than  half  the  Sum.  The 
Ear!  of  Salijbury  died  the  next  Year, 
1613,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his  Of¬ 
fice  of  High-Treafurer  by  the  Earl 
cf  Suffolk. 

The  latter  End  of  the  Year, 
1612,  Frederick  V.  Elector  Palatine , 
came  into  England  to  marry  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth,  the  King’s  only 
Daughter:  But  the  Joy  on  this  Oc¬ 
cafion  received  a  fudden  Damp  by 
the  Death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Hope  of  the  Nation,  on  the  6th 
cf  Nora  ember,  in  the  nineteenth  Year 
of  his  Age.  Hiftorians  give  Prince 
Henry  an  extraordinary  Character. 
They  afcribe  to  him  every  Virtue 
and  excellent  Endowment,  and  don't 
fo  much  as  tax  him  with  one  Vice. 
It  is  faid  the  King  his  Father  was 
Popularity  :  That 
3 


vounte.  "Fliis  was  the  Murder  of 
Sir  Thomas  Overbury  in  the  Tower. 
The  Occafion  of  that  unhappy  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Fate  was,  in  brief,  as  fol¬ 
lows.  Robert  Devereux  Earl  of  EJfex 
had  been  married  to  Frances  Howard, 
Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk :  But 
as  they  were  both  very  young,  it  was 
thought  proper  the  Earl  lliould  travel 
before  they  came  together.  He  re¬ 
turned  after  four  Years  Abfence  in 
order  to  confummate  his  Marriage, 
and  found  his  Countefs  grown  the 
top  Beauty  of  the  Court,  but  at  the 
fame  Time  very  vain  and  conceited 
of  her  own  Merit.  He  foon  perceived 
fiie  had  taken  an  Averfion  to  h-m, 
and  though  at  her  Father’s  Command 
fiie  went  home  to  her  Hufband,  yet 
fiie  ufed  all  the  Arts  that  a  wicked 
Woman  could  think  of,  even  to  the 
confuting  of  pretended  Sorcerers, 
and  ufing  certain  Drugs  to  debilitate 
him,  in  order  to  avoid  confumma- 
ting  the  Marriage.  The  true  Caufe 
of  this  was  her  having  fallen  in  Love 
with  the  Vifcount  Rochffer,  who  was 
equally  enamoured  with  her.  And 
when  they  came  to  know  one  an¬ 
other’s  Palfion,  they  took  Meafures 
in  order  to  get  her  Marriage  with  the 

“  Earl 


J  A  M  E  S  I.  2S1 


1  Earl  of  Ejjex  annulled  ;  which  was 
done  accordingly,  upon  her  accufing 
him  of  Imbecility  ;  and  then  Roches¬ 
ter  himfelf  married  her,  having  been 
a  little  before  created  Earl  of  Somer- 
fet  ;  on  which  Occafion  there  were 
as  great  Rejoicings  at  Court,  as  if 
one  of  the  King’s  own  Children  had 
been  married  :  But  before  this  was 
done,  the  Lover  communicated  his 
Defign  to  his  faithful  Friend  Over¬ 
lay,  who  diffuaded  him  from  it,  as 
highly  dilhonourable.  The  Coun- 
tefs  being  informed  of  this  Advice, 
conceived  a  mortal  Hatred  againll 
Overbury,  and  failed  not  to  dir  up 
her  Lover  to  Revenge.  He  was  foon 
prevailed  on  tofacrifice  his  Friend  to 
the  Refentment  of  his  Midrefs ;  and 
from  that  Time  they  ceafed  not  to 
contrive  his  Death.  The  Favourite 
artfully  prevailed  on  the  King  to 
fend  Overbury  to  the  Tower  for  feme 
pretended  Offence  ;  and  here  all  the 
moll  diabolical  Methods  were  ufed 
to  get  him  dilpatched  by  Poifon  ; 
which,  after  feveral  Attempts,  and 
his  languilhing  under  them  for  fome 
Months,  was  at  lait  effected  by  an 
impoifoned  Clyfter,  a  little  after  the 
Solemnization  of  the  Marriage.  But 
this  Ihocking  Tragedy  was  not  dif- 
covered  till  fome  Time  after,  it  be¬ 
ing  at  prefent  given  out  that  he  died 
of  the  Pox. 

There  having  been  no  Parliament 
thefe  four  Years,  as  the  King  was 
very  defirous  to  govern  without  one, 
he  and  his  Miniders  were  continually 
inventing  new  Ways  toraife  Money, 
as  by  Monopolies,  Benevolences, 
Loans,  and  other  illegal  Methods, 
which  occafixmed  great  Murmurs  and 
Complaints.  Among  other  Expe¬ 
dients,  he  fold  the  Titles  of  Baron, 
Yifcount  and  Earl  at  a  certain  Price ; 
made  a  Number  of  Knights  of  Nova 
Scotia,  each  of  which  paid  him  fuch 
a  Suin  j  and  indituted  a  new  Order 
of  Knights  Baronets,  a  Sort  of  mid¬ 
dle  Nobility,  between  Barons  and 


Knights  Batchelors,  which  was  to 
be  hereditary  ;  for  which  Honour 
each  Perfon  paid  1095  Pounds.  But 
all  Methods  coming  Ihort  of  the 
Sums  the  King  wanted,  a  Parliament 
was  refolved  on  much  againll  his  In¬ 
clination,  which  met  on  April  16, 

1614.  The  Commons,  inltead  of 
granting  Money  firft,  as  was  expect¬ 
ed,  fell  prefently  upon  Grievances, 
fuch  as  the  ill  Ufes  made  of  the  Re¬ 
venue,  the  Increafe  of  Papills  by  the 
Encouragement  of  the  Court,  Mono¬ 
polies,  and  levying  Money  without 
Confent  of  Parliament  ;  upon  which 
Grievances,  they  refolved  to  prefent 
an  Addrefs  :  But  the  King  not  re- 
lilhing  fuch  Proceedings,  diffolved 
the  Parliament  the  7th  of  June , 
without  one  Statute  being  enacted  ; 
and  committed  feveral  Members  to 
Prifon,  who  had  been  the  mod  free 
in  their  Speeches.  And  now,  to 
fupply  the  King  with  Money,  it  was  1 1 
reiolved  not  only  to  demand  but  to 
extort  a  Benevolence  from  the  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  which  was  accordingly  put  in 
Practice,  but  met  with  great  Oppo- 
lition. 

The  Earl  of  Somerjet  was  dill  the 
Favourite,  and  governed  all  at  Court: 

But  in  the  Year  1615,  his  Fall  was 
almod  as  fudden  as  had  been  his 
Rife.  The  fird  Step  towards  it  was 
the  Queen’s  becoming  his  Enemy, 
and  privately  forming  a  Party  a- 
gaind  him.  The  next  was  the 
King’s  being  taken  with  a  new  Ob-  ^ 
jeCl,  George  Villiers,  a  handfome, 
perfonable,  we!l-dreffed  young  Gen-  x 
tleman  ;  which  of  Courfe  cooled  his'  (2^) 
AffeCtion  to  his  old  Favourite.  And  J 

what  compleated  his  Ruin,  was 
the  Difcovery  of  Sir  Thomas  Over¬ 
bicry's  Murder.  As  foon  as  the 
King  heard  of  this  tragical  Scene, 
he  folemnly  conjured  the  Chief  Jui- 
tice  Coke  to  fearch  the  Affair  to  the 
Bottom  without  RefpeCt  of  Per- 
fons.  Prefently  Sir  Jervafe  E  he  ays, 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower ,  the  Apo¬ 
thecary 
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thecary  who  adminiftered  the  poi- 
foned  Ciyfter,  and  others  who  were 
privy  to  or  had  a  Hand  in  this 
horrid  Crime,  were  apprehended, 
and  towards  the  End  of  the  Year 
were  tried,  condemned  and  executed. 
Somerfet  and  his  Countefs  \yere  ar- 
refted  at  the  fame  Time  with  the 
others,  the  former  at  Royjlor.,  where 
the  King  then  was  on  his  Progrefs, 
by  his  own  Order  to  Coke  ;  and 
v.  hen  Somerfet  complained  of  this  In¬ 
dignity,  his  Ma.eily  laid.  Nay, 
Man ,  there  s  no  Remedy  ;  for  if  Coke 
feuds  for  me ,  I  muf  go  too.  The 
Earl  and  Countefs  were  not  tried  till 
May,  1616,  when  they  were  both 
condemned  to  die,  but  were  re¬ 
prieved  from  Time  to  Time  till 
s  62 1 ,  when  they  had  Leave  to  retire 
and  live  at  a  Country  Seat ;  and  at 
length,  in  1624,  they  were  par¬ 
doned,  notwithftarding  the  King’s 
folemn  Imprecations  againft  lumielf 
and  his  Poilerity,  it  he  pardoned  any 
that  were  found  guilty.  It  is  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  Love  which  had 
caiffed  thefe  two  Perfons  to  commit 
fuch  deteflable  Crimes,  turned  at 
la  ft  to  Hatred,  fo  that  they  lived 
many  Years  in  the  fame  Houle  as 
perfefl  Strangers  to  each  other. 

By  the  Dilgrace  of  Somerfet ,  Vil- 
licrs  became  foie  Favourite,  and  en- 
groffed  the  King’s  Affections  as  much 
as  the  fprmer  had  done.  And  as  he 
held  it  longer,  he  arofe  to  a  much 
higher  Degree  of  Power,  which  he 
riled  well  but  for  a  Ihort  Time, 
whilft  he  followed  the  Advice  of 
wife  and  grave  Men  ;  and  afterwards 
diicovered  extreme  Vanity,  Avarice, 
Ambition,  and  Ingratitude  to  his 
Friends,  who  were  the  firft  Means 
of  his  Rife,  in  order  to  ruin  Somerfet. 
The  King  foon  created  him  Lord 
Wbaddon,  Vi'.count  Ri  liters,  and  Earl 
of  Buckingham.  From  this  Time  he 
ruled  with  an  abfolute  Sway,  and 
oilpofed  of  all  Places  and  Prefer¬ 
ments  both  in  Church  and  State,  be¬ 


llowing  nothing,  as  fame  fay,  with-  ; 
out  Money  or  an  annual  Penfton.  ; 
He  took  Care  to  raife  and  enrich  his  1 
Relations,  who  now  flocked  to  Court, 
His  elder  Brother  was  made  Vif- 
count  Purbeck,  and  his  younger  Earl 
cf  Anglefea  .-  His  Mother,  though  a 
Papi/t,  was  created  Countefs  of 
Buckingham  and  Ihe  governing  her 
Son.  as  he  governed  the  King,  the 
Papifts  met  with  great  Encourage¬ 
ment,  and  began  to  fwarrn  in  the 
Kingdom.  He  was  icon  after  made 
Marquefs  of  Buckingham ,  and  Lord 
High- Admiral,  though  he  had  never 
been  at  Sea  but  between  Dover  and 
Calais.  The  King  having  the  moll 
extravagant  Notions  of  his  Pre¬ 
rogative,  and  being  wholly  influenced 
by  this  vain,  unexperienced  and  pre- 
fumptuous  young  Man,  it  is  no 
Wonder  that  the  reft  of  this  Reign, 
as  the  former  Part  cf  it  had  too  much 
been,  was  one  continued  Series  of 
Mifgovernment,  bad  Politicks,  and 
arbitrary  Meafures.  By  this  Means, 
two  Parties  were  formed  in  the  Na¬ 
tion,  one  for  the  Court,  and  the  0- 
ther  for  the  People,  which  produced 
terrible  Effedls  in  the  following 
Reign. 

Prince  Charles  now  the  King’s 
only  Son,  was  created  Prince  of 
Wales  in  1616.  The  King  was  de- 
firous  of  marrying  him,  but  thought 
it  beneath  him  to  match  him  to  any 
but  the  Daughter  of  a  King.  This 
led  him  eaftly  into  a  Negotiation  for 
a  Marriage  between  the  Prince  and 
the  Infanta  Maria,  Daughter  of 
Philip  111.  King  of  Spain,  an  avowed 
Enemy  to  the  Proteftant  Religion. 
This  Negotiation,  by  the  Artifices 
of  Spain,  was  drawn  out  for  feveral 
Years  ;  during  all  which  Time, 
King  James's  extreme  Defire  of  the 
Match,  made  him  a  Dupe  to  that 
Court,  and  Gondcmar,  the  Spanijh 
Ambaffador  in  England,  ruled  him 
juft  as  he  pleaied,  and  influenced 
all  his  Mealures,  both  at  home  and 

abroad. 
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abroad,  to  the  Detriment  of  the 
.  Proteftant  Caufe,  and  Contempt  of 
1  him  and  his  Government. 

Though  the  Favourite  and  Minif- 
-  ters  rolled  in  Riches,  the  King  was 
[always  in  Want,  becaufe  he  was 
ever  giving  them  more  than  he 
i  could  afford.  The  States  of  the 
;  United  Provinces  being  apprized  of 
this,  made  their  Advantage  of  the 
King’s  Neceffities,  by  artfully  ma- 
naging  it  fo,  that  he  delivered  up 
to  them  the  Cautionary  Towns, 
Brill,  Ramtnekins,  and  Flujking, 
which  were  put  into  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  Hands  as  a  Security  for  the 
Repayment  of  the  Expences  (he 
ffiould  be  at,  for  2,728,000  Florins, 
in  lieu  of  a  Debtor  8,000,000  which 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  faid 
Queen,  or  her  Succeffors,  befides 
eighteen  Years  Interelt  for  the  fame. 
The  Earl  of  Suffolk  was  foon  after 
not  only  removed  from  being  Trea- 
furer,  but  fined  30,000/.  for  Mifma- 
nagement  in  his  Office,  and  apply¬ 
ing  the  publick  Money  to  his  own 
Ufe.  Buckingham  was  glad  to  ruin 
him,  as  he  was  Father-in -Law  to  the 
Earl  of  S omerfet . 

King  James  hated  the  Puritans, 
becauie  he  thought  their  Notions  of 
Church  Government  made  them 
Enemies  to  Monarchy  in  the  State. 
This  made  him  endeavour  to  re¬ 
duce  the  Church  of  Scotland,  which 
was  Prejbyterian,  to  a  Conformity 
with  the  Church  of  England.  With 
this  View,  in  1617,  he  took  a 
Journey  into  Scotland,  under  Pre¬ 
tence  of  vifiting  his  native  Country. 
When  he  was  there,  he  required  the 
Scots  to  admit  of  certain  Articles, 
which  were  defigned  to  pave  the 
Way  to  their  further  Conformity, 
and  make  them  at  laid  wholly  Epi- 
f copal.  He  met  with  great  Op- 
poiition  from  the  M snifters,  as  well 
as  the  People ;  and  though  they  were 
fo  intimidated  by  his  Prefence  and 
Threats  as  to  give  way  a  little, 


yet  this  Affair  laid  the  Foundation 
of  that  ill  Blood  which  afterwards 
produced  fatal  Confequences.  In 
his  Return  from  Scotland,  in  Op- 
pofition  to  the  Puritannical  Scruple 
upon  that  Head,  he  publiffied  what 
is  called  the  Book  of  Sports ,  allow¬ 
ing  Dancing,  Playing,  Church- Ales , 
and  other  Recreations,  on  a  Sunday 
after  Divine  Service  This  gave 
Offence  to  others  befides  Puritans, 
efpecially  as  it  was  enjoined  to  be 
read  in  all  Churches,  and  thofe  who 
refufed  it  were  puniffied  by  the  High 
Commiffion.  Archbilhop  Abbot,  be¬ 
ing  then  at  Croydon,  exprefsly  forbad 
it  to  be  read  there  ;  which  Difobe- 
dience,  however,  the  King  thought 
fit  to  connive  at. 

Sir  W alter  Raleigh,  after  a  twelve 
Years  Imp:ifonment  in  the  Tower, 
had  his  Libcity  granted  him,  but 
without  a  Pardon.  His  Eftate  be¬ 
ing  ail  forfeited  and  given  to  the 
Earl  of  Somerfet,  he  was  at  a  great 
Lofs  what  to  do  :  which  put  him 
upon  a  Projeft,  after  he  had  been 
two  Years  releafed,  of  feeking  his 
Fortune  in  diftant  Countries.  And 
fo  having  found  Means  to  acquaint 
his  Maj  elly,  that  he  knew  of  a 
rich  Gold-Mine  in  Guiana  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  he  obtained  a  Commiffion  to 
go  in  Quefi  of  it.  The  King,  no 
doubt,  was  tempted  with  the  Hopes 
of  great  Gain  from  this  Prejeft. 
And  fo  Raleigh  having  engaged 
feveral  in  the  Defign,  and  be¬ 
ing  fupplied  with  Money,  fet 
Sail  with  twelve  Ships  in  Auguft 
1617.  But  this  Expedition  prov¬ 
ing  unfuccefsful,  the  Sailors,  vex¬ 
ed  at  their  Difappointment,  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  return  to  England, 
where  he  was  immediately  arrefl- 
ed  by  the  King’s  Order  and  fent 
to  the  Tower.  As  Guiana  belonged 
to  the  Spaniards,  Gondemar  ceafed 
not  to  ftir  up  the  King  agair.fi: 
Raleigh,  and  demanded  that  he 
ihould  be  puniffied,  otherwife  the 

Treaty 
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Treaty  for  the  Marriage  of  his  Son 
with  the  Infanta  would  be  broke  off 
This  induced  the  King  to  facrifice 
Jtalrijiv  to  the  Spaniards  Refer. trr-ent; 
and  fo  that  brave  Man,  who  had  de- 
ic  ved  well  of  his  Country,  was  be¬ 
headed  in  Ohio  her,  1 6 1 8 ,  in  the  7 7  th 
Year  of  his  Age,  by  Virtue  of  the 
Sentence  paffed  upon  him  fifteen 
Years  before,  notwithftanding  his 
pleading  that  the  King’s  Commifiion 
was  equivalent  to  a  Pardon.  What 
Opinion  Prince  Henry  had  of  him, 
appears  by  his  faying.  That  no  King 
hut  his  Father  •would  keep  fuch  a  Bird 
in  a  Cage,  meaning  the  Fewer.  The 
next  Year,  1619,  Qu  on  A-  •  the 
King’  Coniort,  died  of  c  Lvopfy, 
in  the  forty-fixth  Year  of  her  Age. 
She  kept  her  Court  at  Somer/et-Hcufe, 
which  during  her  Life-Time  only 
was  called  Denmark-Houfe. 

An  Affair  happened  abroad,  about 
this  l  ime,  in  which  King  James 
ould  not  avoid  being  concerned  ; 
but  he  took  fuch  Meafures  in  Relation 
to  it,  as  loft  him  more  and  more  the 
Affection  and  Efteem  of  his  People, 
and  brought  himinto  great  Contempt 
among  Foreigners.  The  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  Proteftants  in  Ger— 
many  and  Bohemia  had  for  fome 
Time  been  incroached  upon  by  the 
Emperor  Matthias,  who  by  indirect 
Practices  had  caufed  his  Couiin  Fer¬ 
dinand  of  Aitjlria  to  be  crowned  King 
of  Bohemia,  Upon  Matthias's  Death, 
Ferdinand  was  eledled  Emperor  :  But 
the  States  of  Bohemia,  who  were 
moltly  Proteftants,  refufed  to  own 
him  as  their  Sovereign,  and  on  the 
5  th  of  September,  1619,  chofe  Fre¬ 
derick  Eledlor  Palatine,  Son-in-Law 
to  King  James,  for  their  King,  who 
was  crowned  on  the  4th  of  November 
following.  A  War  of  Neceffity  en¬ 
dued,  in  which  Frederick,  againii 
whom  the  Imperial  Ban  was  pub- 
iiihed,  had  his  Allies  as  well  as  Fer¬ 
dinand  ;  but  King  James,  who  dis¬ 
approved  of  the  Palatinate  s  accept- 
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ing  the  Crown  of  Bohemia,  flood 
neuter,  in  vain  endeavouring  to  ac¬ 
commodate  Matters  by  Negotiati¬ 
ons,  till  in  the  Battle  of  Prague, 
November  7,  1620,  Frederick  was  to¬ 
tally  routed  by  the  Imperial  and  Ba¬ 
varian  Troops,  and  forced  to  fly  with 
his  Queen  and  Children  into  Holland ; 
leaving  his  Baggage  and  Money  be¬ 
hind  him.  The  next  Year  the  Upper 
Palatinate  was  conquered  by  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria,  and  the  Lower 
by  the  Spaniards.  Thus  by  King 
James’s  Indolence,  hi:  Son-in-Law 
was  ftript  of  his  Crown;  and  depriv¬ 
ed  cf  :-i  vrreditary  Dominions,  and 
the  Pj„teftant  Religion  ruined  in 
Bohemia  ;  whereas,  if  he  had  added 
with  Vigour,  all  might  have  been 
preferved.  But  he  contented  him- 
felf  with  fending  Ambaffador  after 
Ambaflador,  which  had  no  Manner 
of  EfFedt  ;  and  was  no  more  adlive 
in  recovering  the  Palatinate,  than  in 
preferving  it  from  being  loft.  The 
Caufe  of  all  this  Infatuation  was  the 
Spani/h  Match,  which  furnifhed  the 
King  of  Spain  with  Means  of  amu- 
fing  him,  and  keeping  him  in  a 
peaceable  Difpofttion,  whilft  he  got 
all  poflible  Advantages  for  the  Houle 
of  Aujlria,  of  which  he  was  a  Branch, 
and  for  the  Catholick  Religion.  Gon- 
detnar  was  the  prime  Inftrumentin 
this  Infatuation,  who  by  his  artful 
Addrels  had  got  fuch  an  Afcendant 
over  his  Majeity,  that  he  made  him 
believe  what  he  pleafed,  and  by  his 
Bribes  and  Penftons  had  attached  to 
his  Intereft  the  Favourite,  and  all 
who  had  the  King's  Ear,  whilft  the 
Difpenfation  that  was  to  be  obtained 
of  the  Pope  for  the  Marriage,  fur¬ 
nifhed  the  Spanijh  Couit  with  Pre¬ 
tences  for  fpinning  out  the  Negotia¬ 
tion  as  long  as  they  pleafed,  for  the 
Sake  of  which  King  James  v/as  quite 
infenfible  to  the  Voice  of  his  People, 
the  Condition  of  his  Children,  and 
the  State  of  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  was 
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.  indeed  with  much  Difficulty  prevail¬ 
ed  on  to  fuffer  a  Regiment  of  2400 
Men  to  be  raifed  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Palatinate,  chiefly  at  the  Charge 
of  fome  Lords ;  and  this  was  all  he 
did.  The  beft  Thing  that  can  be 
faid  in  his  Excufe  is,  that  he  had  a 
natural  Averfion  to  War. 

'f  The  Murmurs  of  the  People  a- 
I  bout  the  Palatinate,  occafloned  the 
\  Calling  of  a  Parliament,  which  met 
[January  30,  1621.  The  King,  in 
)  order  to  get  Money,  made  as  if  he 
would  have  Recourfe  to  Arms,  if 
other  Methods  failed;  and  the  Com¬ 
mons,  that  they  might  not  feem  to 
be  wanting  in  their  Zeal  for  what 
they  fo  much  deiired,  granted  him 

)two  Subfidies.  But  afterwards,  when 
they  faw  no  Preparations  making 
for  the  War,  and  yet  more  Money 
was  demanded,  inftead  of  readily 
granting  it,  they  drew  up  a  Remon- 
Jirance  about  the  Increafe  of  Popery 
at  home,  the  State  of  the  Proteilant 
Religion  abroad  by  the  Neglefl  of 
vigoroully  interpofing  in  the  Defence 
.of  the  Palatinate,  and  againfl:  the 
Spanijh  Match.  But  the  King  wrote 
to  the  Speaker  to  forbid  the  prefent- 
ing  it,  and  to  iignify  his  Pleafure  to 
the  Houfe,  that  none  of  them  pre¬ 
fume  to  meddle  with  any  Thing  con¬ 
cerning  his  Government,  or  deep 
1  Matters  of  State.  Upon  this  the 
Commons  drew  up  a  Petition,  and 
prefented  it  with  the  Remonjirance. 
The  former  he  received,  but  rejected 
the  latter,  and  fent  them  a  long  and 
angry  Anfwer  to  their  Petition, 
charging  them  with  ufurping  on  his 
J  Prerogative  Royal,  and  meddling 
with  Things  far  above  their  Reach  ; 
and  in  the  End  objefts  to  their  calL 
ing  their  Privileges  their  ancient  and 
undoubted  Right  and  Inheritance, 
and  wifhes  they  had  rather  acknow¬ 
ledged  th.m,  as  derived  from  the 
Grace  and  Permiflion  of  his  Ancef- 
tors  and  himlelf.  This  the  Com- 
^mons  would  by  no  Means  admit,  and 
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therefore  knowing  the  Parliaments 


was  going  to  be  diflblved  or  pro¬ 
rogued,  drew  up  a  Protejlation  con¬ 
cerning  their  Privileges,  maintain¬ 
ing  them  to  be  their  undoubted 
Birth-Right.  The  King  hereupon 
fent  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  and  commanded  him  to 
produce  the  Journal  Book:  ■,  which  he 
Laving  done  accordingly,  the  King 
with  his  own  Hand,  in  full  Council, 
took  the  faid  Protejiation  out  of  the 
Journal,  declaring  it  to  be  inva’id, 
null,  void,  and  of  no  Effect.  Soon 
after,  he  diffolved  the  Parliament  by 
Proclamation,  and  committed  to 
Piifon  feverai  of  the  Members,  as 
Sir  Edzvard  Coke ,  Sir  Robert  Philips , 
Mr.  Selden,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Mallery 
who  appeared  the  mod  zealous  in 
maintaining  their  Privileges.  This 
open  Oppoiition  between  the  King 
and  Parliament,  produced  the  two 
Parties  before  mentioned,  who  in 
after  Times  came  to  be  diftinguiffied 
by  the  Names  of  Tories  and  Whigs. 
The  State  Puritans  now  joined  with 
the  Church  Puritans,  with  whom 
they  agreed  only  in  oppoflng  the 
Maxims  of  the  Court,  and  both  to¬ 
gether  formed  a  powerful  Party  ; 
whilft  the  Armenians  and  Papills,and 
molt  of  the  Clergy,  flded  with  the 
Royalills.  The  Arminians  were  be¬ 
fore  hated  by  the  Court,  King  James 
being  a  great  Cal-vinijl,  and  having 
vigoroully  oppoi’ed  the  Arminians  in 
Holland ;  but  upon  their  taking  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Divifions  in  the  Na¬ 
tion  to  join  with  the  Court,  were 
mightily  careffed :  And  by  this 
Means  Mr.  William  Laud,  an  Armi- 
man,  came  to  be  made  Bilhop  of 
St.  David's,  by  Buckingham's  In- 
tereft  ;  though  it  was  with  Difficulty 
that  the  King  was  prevailed  on  to 
agree  to  it,  as  he  thought  him  to  be 
a  Man  of  a  haughty  and  turbulent/ 
Spirit. 

During  the  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor, 
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cellor,  who  had  been  created  Lord 
Verulam  and  Vifcount  St.  Alban's , 
was,  for  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
his  Office,  or  for  conniving  at  it 
in  his  Servants,  adjudged  by  the 
Lords  not  only  unworthy  of  the 
Chancellorffiip,  but  of  a  Place  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  his  whole 
Eftate  forfeited.  He  was  a  great 
Genius,  and  a  very  learned  Man, 
as  appears  by  his  Writings,  but  a 
fervile  Court  Flatterer,  haughty  in 
Profperity,  and  cringing  when  For¬ 
tune  frowned.  Dr.  Williams  was 
made  Lord  Keeper  in  his  Room, 
and  foon  after  Biffiop  of  Lincoln. 

King  James ,  ever  intent  on  the 
Spanijh  Match,  in  1622  fent  Sir 
John  Digby ,  whom  he  made  Earl 
of  Brijlol,  into  Spain,  to  conclude 
the  Marriage-Treaty.  At  the  fame 
Time  he  fent  Gage  to  Rome  to  for¬ 
ward  the  Difpenfation  ;  and  to  let 
the  Pope  fee  that  he  was  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  it,  he  at  once  releafed 
all  the  Popiffi  Recufants  then  in 
Prifon.  He  even  made  a  Merit  with 
the  King  of  Spain  of  his  Inaction 
in  the  Affair  of  the  Palatinate,  and 
was  Hill  willing  to  hope  that  the 
Rellitution  of  it  would  follow  the 
Conclufion  of  the  Marriage ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  refolved  at  all  Adventures 
to  accompliffi  that  favourite  Projedt. 
Philip  III.  had  all  along  made  ufe 
of  this  tedious  Negotiation  only  to 
amufe  King  James,  and  his  Son  Phi¬ 
lip  IV.  continued  it  with  no  other 
View,  till  all  on  a  fudden,  about 
the  End  of  the  Year  1622,  he  grew 
ferious  in  the  Affair,  and  was  re¬ 
folved  to  conclude  it  for  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Catholick  Religion,  King 
James  fhewing  himfelf  ready  to  do 
whatever  the  Pope  or  King  of  Spain 
demanded  in  favour  of  it,  even  to 
the  granting  a  full  Toleration  to  the 
Papifts  for  the  future.  And  now  all 
Parties  being  agreed,  the  Marquefs 
of  Buckingham' s  Project  fpoiled  all 
again.  He  fuddenly,  for  what  Rea- 


fon  is  unknown,  took  it  into  his 
Head  to  carry  the  Prince  into  Spain 
to  fetch  home  his  Miltrefs.  The 
King  was  very  much  againft  this 
raffi  Step,  but  the  Prince’s  Impor¬ 
tunity,  and  Buckingham's  Impetu- 
ofity,  extorted  his  Confent.  He  be¬ 
ing  arrived  in  Spain  with  the  Prince, 
took  the  whole  Bufinefs  upon  him¬ 
felf,  and  left  the  Earl  of  Brijlol  lit¬ 
tle  Share  in  it.  Things  feemed  to 
go  fmoothly  at  firft,  and  the  King 
was  fo  glad  of  the  Affair  being  con¬ 
cluded  between  him  and  Spain,  that 
he  fent  the  Marquefs  a  Patent,  creat¬ 
ing  him  Duke  of  Buckingham.  The 
Prince  being  now  in  Spain,  the  Fope 
took  Advantage  of  that  Circum- 
ftance,  to  add  new  Conditions  to 
the  Difpenfation  in  Favour  of  the 
Catholicks ;  and  the  King  agreed 
to  every  Thing.  But  Gregory  XV. 
dying,  a  new  Difpenfation  mult  be 
had  from  the  new  Pope  Urban  VIII. 
w'ho  delayed  it,  in  Hopes  the  Prince 
would  turn  Catholick,  which  the 
Court  of  Spain  'was  labouring  by  all 
their  Arts  to  bring  about.  The 
Difpenfation,  however,  was  to  come 
by  fuch  a  Day ;  but  in  the  mean 
Time  Buckingham,  from  what  Mo¬ 
tive  is  uncertain,  doubtlefs  on  fome 
felfifh  View,  for  he  was  far  from 
being  an  Enemy  to  the  Papllts,  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  Prince  to  break  off 
the  Match  and  return  home  ;  where 
they  even  compelled  the  King  to 
agree  to  their  Meafures  ;  who  from 
this  Time  ruled  no  more,  but  was 
wholly  under  the  Diredlion  of  the 
Prince  and  Buckingham,  who  kept 
him  in  a  State  of  iervile  Subjedtion, 
and  made  him  do  and  fay  jult  what 
they  pleafed.  Buckingham  was  now 
certainly  out  of  Favour,  but  the  King 
was  fo  timorous,  from  an  Apprehen- 
fion  of  his  Union  with  the  Prince, 
that  he  durll  not  difcard  him.  Whilli 
thefe  Things  were  tranfadling,  in 
1623,  the  Emperor  in  veiled  the  Duke 
of  Bavaria  with  the  Eledtoral  Dig¬ 
nity, 
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nity,  and  the  upper  Palatinate.  Such 
were  the  Effects  of  King  James's 
Negotiations  for  his  Son-in-Law, 
who  was  thus  deprived  both  of  his 
Dominions  and  Dignities. 

As  a  War  with  Spain  mult  be  the 
Confequence  of  breaking  off  the 
Match,  and  as  j^loney  muft  be  had 
for  that  Purpofe,  the  Prince  and 
Duke  perfuaded  the  King  to  call  a 
Parliament.  And  as  the  Match  was 
difagreeable  to  every  true  Englijh- 
man ,  the  Duke  did  not  doubt  but  he 
Ihould  be  applauded  for  being  the 
Means  of  breaking  it  off,  efpecially 
as  the  King  of  Spain's  Unwilling- 
nefs  to  have  the  Palatirrate  reftored 
was  made  the  Pretence.  Now  Buck- 
,  ingbsm  affedted  the  Patriot,  ftrove 
to  be  popular,  and  even  careffed 
both  the  Church  and  Stat z  Puritans. 
The  Parliament  met  on  February  19, 
1624,  and  the  King  made  a  Speech 
juft  as  the  Prince  and  Duke  would 
have  him,  contrary  to  his  own  Max¬ 
ims  and  Principles.  They  unani- 
moufly  advifed  him  to  break  off  the 
Match,  though  the  Bufinefs  had 
been  done  before,  and  gave  largely 
;  for  the  War. 

The  Commons  foon  after  prefent- 
ed  a  Petition  for  banifhing  all  Jefuits 
and  Seminary  Priefts,  and  that  the 
_  King  would  order  it  fo,  that  no  fu¬ 
ture  Marriage-Treaty  might  have 
,  any  Influence  for  fufpending  or  re¬ 
laxing  the  Laws  againft  Popifh  Re- 
cufants.  The  King  returned  a  fa¬ 
vourable  Anfwer,  and  there  was 
feemingly  a  great  Harmony  between 
him  and  his  Parliament.  Yet  about 
,  the  fame  Time,  a  Treaty  of  Marri¬ 
age  was  fet  on  foot  between  the 
Prince  and  Henrietta-Maria  of  France , 
Daughter  to  Henry  IV,  and  Sifter 
to  Lewis,  XIII.  in  which,  much  the 
•  fajne  Advantages  were  ftipulated  for 
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Catholicks  in  England,  as  by  the  Spa¬ 
nish  Treaty.  The  Articles  were 
figned  on  November  to,  1624.  But 
the  K  ng  died  at  Theobald's  before 
the  Marriage  was  confummaud, 
March  27,  1625,  in  the  59th  Year 
of  his  Age,  after  a  Reign  of  two- 
aad-twenty  Years  in  England.  Buck¬ 
ingham  was  fufpe&ed  of  having  flat¬ 
tened  his  Death  by  foul  Play. 

King  James  is  reprefented  by  fosrie 
as  a  very  learned  Prince  ;  oth.rs  re- 
prefent  him  as  a  mere  Pedant.  Some 
call  him  the  Solomon  of  the  Age  tor 
his  Wifdom  ;  others  reckon  him  of 
a  very  mean  Capacity.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  Court  of  England  in  his 
Time  was  th.e  moll  impolitic  then 
in  Europe  ;  very  different  from  what 
it  had  been  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
B.eign.  The  Nation  bore  but  a 
very  contemptible  Figure  abroad, 
which  was  imputed  to  the  Weakneis 
of  the  King.  He  had  a  high  No¬ 
tion  of  his  own  Maxims  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  though  they  brought  great  In- 
conveniencies  upon  him.  He  valued 
himfelf  upon  his  peaceable  Reign  ; 
but  the  Peace  in  his  Time  was  the 
Effedt  of  his  Fear,  Indolence,  and 
exceffive  Love  of  Eafe,  Elis  Diffn- 
mulation  was  too  grofs  and  obvious, 
and  not  the  Effedt  of  refined  Policy. 
And  of  his  Religion  it  may  be  laid, 
that  he  was  neither  a  found  P10- 
teftant,  nor  a  good  Catholick. 

A  new  Officer,  called  Majler  of 
the  Ceremonies,  was  inftituted  in  the 
Beginning  of  his  Reign,  for  the 
more  folemn  Reception  of  Ambaf- 
fadors.  It  was  alfo  in  his  Reign, 
that  Mr.  Hugh  Middleton  projedted 
the  Cutting  of  a  Channel  from  Here- 
fordjhire  to  the  Parts  near  London , 
for  conveying  Water  into  the  City, 
by  Means  of  Pipes  ;  which  is  called 
the  Neax'-River. 
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THE  bad  Policy  of  King 
James  appeared  in  nothing 
more  than  in  his  falling  out 
with  his  Parliaments.  This  was  prin¬ 
cipally  owing  to  his  extravagant  No¬ 
tions  of  the  Regal  Power,  which  he 
carried  higher  than  moft  of  his  Pre- 
deceffors,  and  fo  far  as  was  incon- 
fiftent  with  a  limited  Monarchy,  fuch 
as  is  the  wife  and  happy  Conllitution 
of  England.  This  brought  many 
and  great  fnconveniencies  upon  him ; 
and  happy  had  it  been,  if  his  only 
furviving  Son  and  Succeffor,C/W/wL 
who  was  now  in  the  25  th  Year  of  his 
Age,  had  taken  Warning  by  the 
imprudent  Management  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther  ;  for  then  he  might  have  a- 
voided  the  Rock,  on  which  he  un¬ 
happily  fplit.  But  being  brought 
up  in  the  fame  high  Notions  of 
Prerogative,  he  trod  in  the  fame 
Steps,  nay,  took  larger  Strides  to¬ 
wards  arbitrary  Power,  than  even 
his  Father  had  done.  By  this  Means 
the  Party  which  fided  with  the  Peo¬ 
ple  againft  the  Court  grew  every 


Day  more  formidable.  Men’s  Paf- 
lions  on  both  Sides  were  heated, 
mutual  Diffruft  and  Jealoufy  took 
place  ;  and  Religion  alfo  mixing  in 
the  Quarrel,  the  Patrons  of  Civil 
Liberty  made  their  Advantage  of  it, 
till  Enthufiafm,  which  gathered 
Strength  from  the  arbitrary  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Court,  and  the  Se¬ 
verity  of  the  Hierarchy,  grew  ram¬ 
pant  in  its  Turn,  and  overturned 
not  only  the  Hierarchy,  but  the 
Monarchy  too. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who 
had  been  King  James's  Favourite, 
was  in  a  yet  higher  Degree  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  of  his  Son  King  Charles, 
who  of  Courle  continued  the  fame 
Council,  the  fame  Minifters  and  Of¬ 
ficers  at  Court  and  in  the  Country, 
who  were  all  Buckingham's  Crea¬ 
tures.  The  Duke  had  indeed  art¬ 
fully  gained  the  Efteem  and  Ap¬ 
probation  of  the  lad:  Parliament,  by 
giving  a  falfe  Account  of  his  Con¬ 
duct,  with  regard  to  the  Spanijh 
Affair.  But  when  that  Affair  was 

more 
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more  maturely  conftdered,  and  his 
artful  Mifreprefentations  difcovered, 
and  that  he  had  drawn  the  Nation 
into  an  ill-timed  War  for  his  own 
private  Views,  he  became,  more  than 
ever,  odious  to  the  People,  and  to 
the  Parliaments  that  met  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  this  Reign,  who  im¬ 
peached  him  of  high  Crimes  and 
Mifdcmeanors,  and  ufed  all  their 
Efforts  to  remove  him  from  the 
King’s  Prefence  and  Councils ;  whilft 
the  King  remained  refolutely  bent 
to  ftand  by  him,  and  quarrelled 
with  every  one  of  thefe  Parliaments, 
rather  than  part  with  his  Favou¬ 
rite  :  Which  was  the  chief  Caufe 
of  the  Animofity  between  him  and 
his  People  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign. 

The  King’s  Marriage  with  Hen- 
rietta-Maria  ot  France  was  folem- 
nized  by  Proxy  at  Paris,  on  the  i  ith 
of  May,  1625,  about  fix  Weeks 
!  after  the  late  King’s  Death ;  and 
L  about  the  Middle  of  June,  the  new 
Queen  arrived  in  England.  This 
1  Marriage  proved  very  unhappy  to 
L  the  Nation,  gave  great  Encourage - 
1  ment  to  the  Papitts,  and  was  one 
1  main  Source  of  the  Misfortunes  of 
'  this  P.eign. 

The  firft  Parliament  met  on  the 
1  1 8th  of  June,  and  the  King  in  his 
Speech  exhorted  them  to  proceed  in 
1  what  the  laft  Parliament  advifed  his 
Father  to,  namely,  the  endeavouring 
!  to  recover  the  Palatinate  by  F orce  of 
Arms  j  for  which  he  demanded  a 
■  Supply.  After  fome  Complaints 
and  Debates  about  Grievances,  the 
Commons  gave  the  King  two  Sub- 
fidies ;  but  at  the  fame  Time,  both 
Houles  joined  in  a  Petition  againft 
Recufants,  fetting  forth  the  great 
Dangers  from  the  Increafe  ot  Po- 
1  pery,  the  Caufes  of  this  Increafe, 
and  the  Remedies  for  preventing 
this  E\il  for  the  future;  to  which 
the  King  at  firft  gave  a  general,  and 
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afterwards  a  particular  Anfwer,  very 
much  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Par¬ 
liament,  if  his  Actions  had  been  a- 
greeable  to  it.  On  the  nth  of  July 
the  Parliament  was  adjourned,  by 
the  King’s  Order,  to  the  j  ft  of  Au- 
gujl,  when  they  met  at  Oxford  by 
reafon  of  the  Plague,  which  raged 
now  in  London,  as  it  had  done  in 
the  firft  Year  of  King  James.  In 
the  Interval  of  this  Adjournment, 
an  Affair  happened  which  heighten¬ 
ed  the  Difcontent  of  the  Commons, 
and  of  the  People  in  general.  King 
James  having  promifed  to  lend  feme 
Ships  to  the  French  King,  which, 
it  w'as  pretended  at  leaft.  were  to 
ferve  again  ft  the  Genoife,  or  fome  of 
the  Allies  of  Spain,  Admiral  Pen - 
yiington  was  now  lent  to  Dieppe  with 
the  Fantguard  Man  of  W'ar  and  feven 
ftout  Merchant  Ships.  It  foon  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  French  King  defign- 
ed  to  make  ufe  of  them  againft  his 
Proteftant  SubjeCts  in  Rachel ;  upon 
which  the  Crews  deferted  to  a  Man, 
rather  than  fight  againft  their  fellow 
Proteftants ;  and  yet  Pennington  was 
ordered  by  the  Court  to  put  thefe 
Ships  into  the  Flands  of  the  French , 
to  be  employed  as  they  thought  fit. 
This  occafioned  a  Dillruft  of  the 
King,  a  Jealoufy  of  the  Queen,  and 
a  general  Odium  againft  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham.  Before  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  fat  a  Fortnight  at  Oxford , 
the  King  perceiving  that  the  Com¬ 
mons  would  grant  no  farther  Supply, 
which  he  earnellly  preffed,  till  Grie¬ 
vances  were  redreffed,  and  that  they 
were  beginning  to  fall  on  the  Con- 
duCI  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in 
a  hafty  Manner  diffolved  them  by 
Commiffion  on  the  12th  of  Auguf  : 
But  wanting  Money  for  the  Expedi¬ 
tion  againft  Spain,  he  raifed  it  by  a 
forced  Loan  from  his  SubjeCls,  by 
Letters  under  his  Privy-Seal,  which 
increafed  the  popular  Difcontents. 
The  Fleet  faded  in  O Bober,  but  re- 
U  turned 
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turned  without  doing  any  Thing,  ' 
which  proved  a  new  Sub;  eft  of 
Complaint.  The  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  did  not  fail  Ihewing  his  Re- 
fentment  againft:  fome  that  had  ex- 
preffed  their  Diflike  of  him  in  the 
laft:  Parliament.  And  Bilhop  Willi¬ 
ams  was  fequeftered  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil-Table,  the  Great-Seal,  and  the 
King’s  Prefence,  for  having  joined 
with  his  Oppofers.  About  the  End 
of  Odoher ,  the  Seal  was  given  to 
Sir  'Thomas  Coventry. 

The  King  was  crowned  on  Febru- 
ary  2,  1626  ;  before  which,  as  he 
was  hill  in  want  of  Money  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  War,  he  had  refolved 
to  call  a  new  Parliament,  Care  be¬ 
ing  taken  to  have  the  Leading- 
Members  againft  the  Court  in  the 
laft:  Parliament  made  Sheriffs,  that 
they  might  not  be  chofen  for  this. 
The  new  Parliament  met  on  Febru¬ 
ary  6,  and  was  opened  by  a  Speech 
from  the  Lord -Keeper  Coventry. 
This  Parliament  was  no  more  favou¬ 
rable  to  the  King’s  Defigns  than  the 
former.  Nay,  they  made  greater 
Complaints  againii  the  publick 
Grievances,  of  evil  Counfellors  a- 
bout  the  King,  the  EncouragemenP 
given  to  Papiiis,  Plurality  of  Offices 
in  one  Hand,  the  Sale  of  Honours 
and  Places  of  Judicature,  the  Mif- 
carriage  of  the  Fleet,  and  Mifem- 
ployment  of  the  Publick  Revenue. 
The  King  fent  a  Meffage  to  the 
Houfe  to  haften  the  Supply,  but  the 
Commons  thought  the  Redreis  of 
Grievances  Ihould  go  before  it ;  and 
fo  they  proceeded  to  examine  them, 
particularly  thofe  relating  to  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  appeared  very  warm  a- 
gainil  the  great  Power  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham.  Upon  which  the 
King  fent  them  another  Meffage, 
and  among  other  Things,  faid,  1 
v:ujl  let  you  know,  that  I  will  not  al¬ 
low  any  of  my  Servants  to  be  qucfion- 
ed  among f  you,  much  lefs  'j'uch  as  are 


of  eminent  Place,  and  near  unto  mi. 
This  did  not  hinder  the  Commons 
from  examining  the  Conduct  of  the 
Duke,  and  refolving  to  impeach  him 
in  Form  :  In  order  to  which,  a  Quefi- 
tion  was  moved  and  carried.  That 
common  Fame  was  a  good  Ground  of 
Proceeding  for  the  Houfe.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  to  lhew  they  were  not  unwil¬ 
ling  to  fupply  the  King’s  Wants, 
provided  their  Grievances  were  firft 
redreffed,  they  voted  three  Subfidics. 
and  three  Fifteenths,  and  foon  after, 
a  fourth  Sublidy.  But  their  Defign 
was,  that  this  Vote  Ihould  not  paf* 
into  an  Adi,  till  they  had  received 
Satisfadlion  in  the  Point  of  Griev¬ 
ances.  Upon  this,  the  King  fent 
for  both  Houfes  to  Whitehall ,  and 
feverely  reprimanded  the  Commons, 
both  by  himfelf,  and  the  Lord 
Keeper,  complaining  of  their  Ani- 
mofity  againft:  the  Duke,  of  the 
Scantinefs  of  the  Supply,  and  the 
Manner  of  granting  it ;  and  in  the 
End  faid,  Remember  that  Parliaments 
are  altogether  in  tny  Power,  for  their 
Calling,  Sitting,  and  Fliffolution ; 
therefore  as  I  fnd  the  Fruits  of  them 
good  or  evil,  they  are  to  continue,  or 
not  to  be.  This  did  not  intimidate 
the  Commons,  who,  being  returned 
to  their  Houfe,  drew  up  a  Remon- 
iirance,  and  preiented  it  to  the  King, 
to  juftify  their  Proceedings;  and 
then  went  on  with  their  Articles  of 
Accufation  againii  the  Duke. 

About  the.  iame  Time  an  Affair 
happened  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
which  gave  the  Court  no  fmall  Dif- 
turbance.  The  Earl  of  Brificl,  who 
ever  force  his  Return  from  Spain 
had  been  under  Confinement  by 
Buckingham' s  Influence,  in  order  to 
hinder  him  from  giving  a  true  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Tran  factions  in  Spain 
relating  to  the  Marriage,  and  had  hi¬ 
therto  no  Writ  of  Summons  to  Par¬ 
liament,  took  the  Advantage  of  the 
Difpofition  the  Commons  were  in., 
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to  petition  the  Lords  to  intercede 
with  his  Majefty,  that  he  might 
have  his  Sammons,  according  to  his 

'  u 

Privilege  as  a  Peer.  The  King, 
hereupon,  lent  him  a  Summons,  but 
with  it  a  Letter,  ordering  him  not 
to  make  ufe  of  it,  but  forbear  his 
perfonal  Attendance  in  Parliament. 
The  Earl  in  a  fecond  Petition  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Hcufe  of  Lords  with 
this  his  Cafe,  and  defired  them  to 
permit  him  to  bring  his  Accufation 
againft  the  Duke,  who  had  not  only 
wronged  him  in  his  Narrative  of 
the  Proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
Match,  but  alfo  impofed  upon  the 
late  King,  his  pie  fent  Majefty,  the 
State,  and  the  Parliament.  The 
King,  who  was  refolved  to  hand  by 
the  Duke,  was  fo  offended  at  this 
Proceeding  of  the  Earl  of  Briflol, 
that  he  ordered  the  Attorney-Gene¬ 
ral  to  exhibit  to  the  Houfe  a  Charge 
of  High-Treafon  againft  Lm  ;  who 
defended  himfelf  fo  well,  and  gave, 
from  authentick  Letters  and  Papers, 
fuch  an  Account  cf  the  whole  Spa- 
nijh  Affair,  direftly  contrary  to  what 
the  Duke  had  given,  as  juftifted  his 
Conduct  in  the  Eye  of  the  World, 
and  fhewed  the  Duke’s  Relation  to 
be  nothing  but  downright  Forgery 
and  Prevarication. 

Soon  after  the  Earl  had  given 
in  his  Anfwer,  and  e  hibited  his 
Charge  againft  the  Duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  the  Commons  brought  up 
to  the  Lords  their  Declaration  and 
Impeachment  againft  the  faid  Duke, 
containing  13  Articles  of  Mifde- 
meanors,  Miipriiions,  Offences  and 
Crimes.  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  opened 
the  Charge,  fix  ether  Commoners 
fpoke  to  the  Articles,  and  Sir  John 
Elliot  concluded.  Diggs  and  Elliot 
were  preiently  after,  by  Order  ol  the 
King,  fent  to  the  7'ower;  and  within 
a  Day  or  two  the  King  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  on  Purpofe  to  vin¬ 
dicate  the  Duke,  telling  them,  he 
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himfelf  could  be  a  Witnefs  to  clear 
him  of  every  Thing  that  was  laid 
to  his  Charge.  No  (boner  was  the 
King  gone,  but  the  Commons  fent 
a  Meffage  to  the  Lords,  defiring 
that  the  Duke  might  be  taken  into 
Cuftody,  but  the  Lords  did  not  ears 
to  do  that,  for  fear  cf  incurring  the 
King’s  Dil'pleafure.  r!  he  Commons 
alfo  made  fuch  a  Stir  about  thefr 
imprisoned  Members,  that  the  King 
thought  fit  to  releafe  them. 

Whiift  the  Duke  was  under  the 
Impeachment,  he  procured  himfelf 
to  be  chofen  Chancellor_of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  notwithftanding  one  of  the 
Articles  againft  him  v/as  hts  en- 

O  ^  ^ 

grofling  a  Plurality  of  Offices.  The 
Commons  took  great  Offence  at 
this,  but  the  King  fupported  Ids 
Election,  A  few  Days  after,  the 
Duke  o-ave  in  his  Anfwer  to  the 

o 

Impeachment  of  the  Commons,  who 
defired  a  Copy  of  it,  in  order  to 
make  good  their  Charge:  But  the 
King,  with  a  View  to  interrupt  thefe 
Proceedings,  fent  a  Meffage  to  the 
Commons  to  difpatch  the  Supply 
by  fuch  a  Day.  Notwithftanding, 
the  Houfe  proceeding  llill  in  their 
own  Way,  prefented  a  Petition  to 
the  King  againft  Pcpilh  Recufants4 
and  gave  a  Lift  cf  59  Papifts,  who 
were  in  Places  of  Truft  and  Au¬ 
thority,  though  the  King  had  pro- 
mifed  the  Ian  Parliament  to  fee  this 
Grievance  redreffed.  They  then 
waited  on  him  in  a  Body,  with  an 
Anfwer  to  his  laft  Meffage,  j unify¬ 
ing  their  Conduit,  and  defining  that 
the  Duke  might  be  forbid  all  farther 
Aecefs  to  his  Perfon;  with  which 
he  was  fo  offended,  that  he  de¬ 
termined  to  diffolve  the  Parliament, 
though  the  Lords  befought  him  not 
to  do  it.  The  Commons  having 
Intimation  of  this  Refolution,  made 
bafte  to  draw  up  a  Remonftrance 
againft  the  Duke,  as  the  principal 
Caufe  of  all  the  Grievances  in  the 
L1  3  King- 
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Kingdom,  and  again  It  Tonnage  and 
Poundage-,  which  had  been  levied 
by  the  King  ever  lince  his  Accef- 
fion,  though  it  was  never  under- 
ftood  to  be  payable  without  a  fpe- 
cial  Act  of  Parliament  in  every  new 
Reign.  But  the  Parliament  was 
diflolved  by  Commiflion,  ‘June  15, 
before  this  Remonftrance  could  be 
prefented,  and  the  King  ordered 
all  fuch  as  had  Copies  of  it  to 
burn  the  fame.  And  now  varlbus 
illegal  Methods  were  again  ufed  to 
raile  Money,  befides  Tonnage  and 
Poundage ;  fuch  as  Loans,  Bene¬ 
volences,  Compounding  with  Po- 
pifh  Recufants,  lAc.  Befides  a  Loan 
of  a  certain  Sum  from  every  Peer, 
a  general  Loan  from  the  Subjedt 
was  refolved  on,  and  Commiflloners 
were  appointed  in  the  feveral  Coun¬ 
ties,  with  Inftrubtions  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  Perfons  of  Rank,  who  re- 
fufed  to  lend  the  King  Money, 
were  imprifoned  and  otherwife  op- 
prefled ;  and  the  meaner  Sort  fent 
tor  Soldiers,  or  to  ferve  on  board 
the  Fleet.  Soldiers  were  alfo  bil- 
letted  on  private  Houfes,  to  frighten 
Perfons  into  the  Loan  :  And  Dr. 
Sibthorp  and  Dr.  Mannvaring  were 
employed  to  preach  up,  as  Scrip- 
ture-Dodtrine,  the  moft  flavifh  No¬ 
tions  of  Paffive-Obedience,  and  to 
threaten  People  with  Damnation, 
if  they  did  not  fubmit  to  Loans  and 
otherTaxes  impofed  by  the  foie  Will 
of  the  King.  Archbifhcp  Abbot  was 
fufpended,  for  refuting  to  licenfe  Sib- 
thorp’s  Sermon  :  And  Mannuaring, 
though  fined  and  imprifoned  by  the 
next  Parliament,  and  declared  inca¬ 
pable  of  any  Ecclefiaftical  Dignity, 
was  neverthelefs  afterwards  advanced 
to  a  good  Bilhoprick.  So  very  un¬ 
pop  u  ar  were  the  Meafures  of  the 
Court,  whilft  Buckingham  ruled  all, 
and  Laud  was  the  King’s  Favourite  - 
Counfellor  for  the  Affairs  of  the 
Church. 


It  is  very  ftrange,  that  in  the  Cir- 
cumftances  the  King  was  in,  having 
a  War  with  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  on 
his  Hands,  having  quarrelled  with 
his  Parliament,  and  being  in  cond- 
nual  Want  of  Money,  after  all  the 
extraordinary  Expedients  for  raifing 
it,  he  fhould  take  it  in  his  Head  to 
declare  War  againft  France.  But  it 
feems  this  was  for  the  Intereft  of 
the  Favourite  and  Minifters,  who 
fearing  left:  the  King,  being  tired 
out  with  the  fruitlels  Attempts  to 
recover  the  Palatinate  by  Arms, 
might  make  Peace  with  Spain,  put 
him  upon  this  Meafure,  that  be 
might  ftill  be  under  a  Necetiity  of 
raifing  Money  by  extraordinary  Me¬ 
thods,  and  fo  the  Mifunderftanding 
between  him  and  his  People  might 
be  kept  up,  as  his  coming  to  an 
Agreement  with  them  would  be  in¬ 
fallibly  the  Ruin  of  Buckingham  and 
his  Creatures.  Various  Pretences 
were  alledged  for  this  War,  and 
chiefly  that  of  afliftimg  the  Flugue- 
nots  ;  though,  as  they  were  Prelby- 
terians,  contidering  the  oppofite 
Notions  of  the  King,  and  his  Mi¬ 
nifters,  fome  of  the  chief  of  whom 
were  Catholicks,  and  that  Bucking¬ 
ham  was  of  no  Religion  at  all,  one 
can  hardly  think  this  fhould  be  the 
true  Realon  of  the  War.  Some, 
with  as  little  Probability,  aferibe  it 
to  Buckingham's  Amour  with  Anne 
of  Aujiria,  Wife  of  Lewis  XIII. 
when  he  was  at  Paris  to  fetch  heme 
the  Queen,  and  upon  the  Court  of 
France's  being  exceedingly  enraged 
at  his  Infolence,  fwore  he  would 
fee  her  again  in  fpite  of  them ;  and 
to  that  End,  as  is  pretended,  drew 
his  Mafter  into  this  War;  which, 
as  it  was  very  unfeafonable  for  the 
King,  was  rendered  yet  more  un¬ 
popular,  by  his  leaving  the  whole 
Management  of  it  to  the  Duke, 
who  was  made  Admiral  of  the 
Fleet,  confifting  of  above  100  Ships, 

and 
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and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  were  done :  The  Gentlemen,  who 
Land-Forces,  to  the  Number  of  had  been  imprifoned  on  Account 
7000.  With  this  Fleet  and  Army  of  the  Loan,  were  releafed ;  Arch¬ 
ive  faded  from  Portfmouth,  June  27,  bifhop  Abbot,  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
1627,  and  appeared  before  Rochel ,  and  the  Earl  of  B  rift  el,  who  were 
on  the  20th  of  July,  under  Colour  under  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Court, 
of  relieving  of  that  Place,  which  was  had  their  Writs  of  Summons  fent 
threatened  with  a  Siege.  The  Ro-  them. 

chellers,  knowing  nothing  of  the  The  Parliament  met  bn  March  17, 
Matter,  fcrupled  to  receive  them,  1628.  The  King  preffed  them  to 
and  (hut  their  Gates  for  fear  of  a  a  fpesdy  Supply,  and  told  them,  if 
Surprize;  upon  which  the  Duke  they  did  not  their  Duty  herein,  he 
failed  to  the  IJle  of  Rbe,  where  he  mud  ufe  thofe  other  Means  which 
landed  his  Troops,  but  managed  God  had  put  into  his  Hands.  Then 


Matters  fo  badly,  and  was  fo  di¬ 
latory  in  his  Proceedings,  that 
being,  at  lad,  .  preffed  upon  by 
the  French,  he  with  Difficulty  re- 
imbarked,  and  returned  home 
from  this  inglorious  Expedition, 
with  the  Lofs  of  fome  Thoufands  of 
his  Men. 

The  ill  Succefs  of  this  Expediti¬ 
on  filled  People’s  Mouths  with  frefh 
Complaints  againft  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  and  increafed  the  Dif- 
affeclion  to  the  King,  who  intruded 
the  whole  Conduit  of  it  to  a  Perfon 
!;  fo  much  didiked  by  the  Nation,  and 
unexperienced  in  military  Affairs. 

1  But  the  King  was  refolved  to  go  on 
■  as  he  had  began  ;  and  the  Rochellers 
having  fent  their  Deputies  to  im¬ 
plore  Affidance,  he  determined  to 
equip  another  Fleet,  and  to  fend  it 
under  the  fame  Commander,  In  the 
mean  Time,  he  was  greatly  didreffe'd 
for  Want  of  Money,  that  from  the 
Loan  coming  in  but  (lowly,  as  it 
every  where  met  with  great  Oppo- 
fition,  notwithdanding  all  the  Arti¬ 
fices  and  oppreffive  Meafures  ufed  to 
inforce  it.  In  this  Difficulty  the 
King  took  the  Advice  of  Sir  Robert 
Cotton,  to  call  a  Parliament,  and 
to  order  it  fo  for  the  Sake  of  the 
Duke,  that  he  might  be  the  fird 
who  ffiould  propofe  it  in  full  Coun¬ 
cil.  To  prepare  the  Way  for  their 
Meeting,  lome  popular  Things 


the  Lord  Keeper  magnified  the  Dan¬ 
gers  from  abroad,  from  France,  and 
the  two  Branches  of  the  Houfe  off 
Auftria,  viz.  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  to  induce  the  Com¬ 
mons  to  grant  an  immediate  Supply; 
and  faid,  though  Parliaments  were 
the  fitted,  they  were  not  the  only 
Way:  bidding  them  remember  his 
Majelly’s  Admonition.  So  loth  was 
the  King  to  feem  beholden  to  his 
Parliament,  which  was  no  very 
proper  Way  to  gain  the  Commons 
Affedtion  ;  who,  being  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Way  of  thinking  from  his 
Majedy  and  his  Miniiters,  indead 
of  going  upon  the  Supply,  entered 
immediately  on  the  Confideration 
of  the  Grievances  of  the  Nation, 
fuch  as  Biiletting  of  Soldiers  upon 
private  Houfes,  Loans  by  Benevo¬ 
lence  and  Privy-Seals,  the  Impri- 
fonment  of  thofe  who  refufed  i  to 
lend,  or  Imprif mment  without  Caufe 
(hewn,  and  denying  them  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  an  Habeas  Corpus,  as  alfo 
Commifficns  for  trying  Perfons  by 
Martial-Law.  Then  they  came  to 
feveral  Refolutions  concerning  the 
Liberty  and  Property  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject  ;  and  though  the  Courtiers  Hill 
preffed  the  Supply  in  the  fird  Piace, 
the  Commons  were  not  to  be  di¬ 
verted  from  giving  the  Precedence 
to  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation  and 
the  Redrefs  of  Grievances,  accord, 
U  3  i-g 
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ing  to  antient  Cuftom,  However, 
at  length  they  voted  a  Supply  in 
general,  and  upon  a  Meflage  from 
the  King  to  haften  it,  promifing 
that  he  would  agree  to  any  Expe¬ 
dient  for  fecuring  their  Perlbns  and 
Properties,  by  Way  of  Bill  or  other- 
wife,  they  unanimoufly  voted  five 
Subfiaies ;  but  at  the  fame  Time 
refolved  that  Grievances  and  Supply 
fhou’d  go  Hand  in  Hand ;  at  which 
the  King  Ihewed  his  Difpleafure  in 
a  Sort  of  threatening  Meflage  to  the 
Houfe.  The  Commons,  by  this 
and  all  the  Speeches  of  the  Cour¬ 
tiers,  thinking  the  King  had  a  Mind 
to  elude  the  Grievances,  grew  more 
intent  on  having  them  redreffed, 
before  they  turned  their  Votes  of 
Supply  into  a  Bill.  And  all  their 
proceedings,  after  this,  tended  to 
the  preparing  the  famous  Acl,  called 
the  Petition  of  Right ?  whereby  the 
Grievances  above-mentioned  were 
declared  to  be  illegal,  and  the 
Rights  of  the  Subject  eftablilhed  j 
particularly,  4  That  no  Man  here- 
4  after  be  compelled  to  make  or 
f  yield  any  Gift,  Loan,  Benevo- 
f  lence.  Tax,  or  fuch  like  Charge, 

*  without  common  Con  fen  t  by  Aft 
4  of  Parliament.’  The  King  ufed 
all  Manner  of  Arts  to  hinder  this 
Petition,  or  Bill,  from  being  pre¬ 
fented  to  him,  and  would  have  had 
them  reft  folely  on  his  Royal  Word, 
pr  fome  general  Promifes  j  but  this 
made  the  Commons  the  more  refo- 
lute  to  ftick  to  the*  Method  they 
had  chofen  ;  and  fo,  after  they  had, 
with  fome  Difficulty,  got  the  Con- 
fent  of  the  Lords,  the  King,  on  June 
2,  came  to  the  Parliament  and  gave 
an  Anfiver  to  their  Petition,  which 
however  was  not  fati  factory :  But 
the  Commons  did  net  deiift,  till 
his  Majefty,  on  June  7,  came  a- 
gain  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
returned  fuch  a  plain  and  direft 
An  Ever,  as  gave  entire  Satisfafticn  ; 
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after  which  the  Subfidy  Bill  was 
paffed  by  the  Commons.  But  many 
Grievances  remaining  fill  unrer 
dreffed,  they  drew  up  a  Remon- 
ftrance,  and  prefented  it  to  the  King, 
complaining  of  the  Encouragement 
and  Growth  of  Popery,  and  of  Ar- 
minianifm ,  and  naming  Neale ,  Bi- 
fhop  of  Wincbejjer,  and  Laud,  lately 
translated  to  Bath  and  Wells,  as  its 
principal  Encc'uragers  and  Promos 
ters,  The  Arminians  being  then  in 
Favour  at  Court,  laboured  under 
the  fame  popular  Odium  as  the  Pa- 
pifts  ;  though  between  Arminianifm ? 
and  Popery  there  is  properly  no 
Connection.  They  alio  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  Decay  of  Trade,  the 
Lofs  of  Ships  and  Mariners,  by  not 
guarding  the  Narrow-Seas,  the  ill 
Conduit  and  bad  Succefs  of  the  Ifle 
of  Rhe  Expedition,  and  in  general 
of  the  Negleft  of  the  Honour  and 
Safety  of  the  Nation  ;  and  conclud¬ 
ed  thus,  4  of  all  which  Eviis  and 
4  Dangers,  the  principal  Caufe  is 
4  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  excef- 
4  five  Power,  and  Abufe  of  that 
4  Power.’  The  fame  Day  the  Re- 
monitrance  was  prefented,  the  Com¬ 
mons  fent  up  the  Subfidy  Bill  to  the 
Lords,  for  their  Concurrence,  and 
then  feli  immediately  on  the  Bill  of 
Bonnage  and  Poundage ;  but  finding 
they  lhould  not  have  Time  to  per- 
feft  it,  a  Committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  draw  up  a  Remonftrance  of 
the  undue  Taking  of  Tonnage  and 
Poundage, without  an  Aft  of  Par¬ 
liament.  The  King,  to  hinder  the 
prefenting  of  any  fuch  Remon¬ 
ftrance,  came  in  Hafte  to  the  Par¬ 
liament,  on  June  26,  and  after 
a  Speech,  which  fnewed  his  Re- 
ifpntment,  and  palling  the  Subfidy- 
Bill,  prorogued  it  to  the  zoth  of 
October.  After  which,  Sir  Richard 
Wcjton,  a  known  Papift,  was  made 
Lord  Treafurer,  as  alfo  Earl  of 
Portland,  and  Bifhop  Laud  was 

tranflatec| 
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tran  Hated  from  the  See  of  Bath  and 
Wells  to  that  of  London. 

The  King  had  prepared  a  Fleet 
to  relieve  Rachel ;  and  when  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  was  at  Portf- 
?noutb,  ready  to  embark,  he  was  af- 
faffmated  by  one  John  Felton ,  for¬ 
merly  a  Lieutenant  in  a  Regiment 
of  Foot,  who  llabbed  him  to  the 
Heart,  fo  that  he  inilantiy  fell  down 
dead.  Ic  did  not  appear  that  Filion 
had  any  Accomplice,  and  he  con- 
felfed,  that  what  moved  him  to  it, 
was  his  being  perfuaded,  from  the 
Commons  late  Remonftrance,  that 
the  Duke  was  an  Enemy  to  his 
Country.  He  did  not  endeavour  to 
make  his  Efcape,  and  fo  being 
taken  and  brought  up  to  London , 
was  executed  at  Tyburn,  and  carried 
down  to  Portfmouth,  and  there  hang¬ 
ed  in  Chains.  The  King  was  fen- 
libly  affebted  with  this  tragical  End 
of  his  Favourite,  and  to  ihew  his 
Afteblion  to  his  Memory,  continued 
all  his  Creatures  in  their  Polls. 
The  Fleet  however  failed  for  Rachel, 
but  could  not  come  near  the  Town, 
by  reaion  of  the  llrong  Barricado 
which  Cardinal  Richelieu  had  caufed 
to  be  made.  So  the  poor  Inhabi¬ 
tants  having  no  Hopes  of  Relief, 
lurrendered  to  their  King’s  Mercy, 
in  Prefence  of  the  Englijh  Fleet,  who 
had  then  nothing  to  do  but  to  make 
the  bell  of  their  Way  home.  Soon 
after,  in  1629,  a  Peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  two  Crowns  ; 
which  was  followed  by  a  Peace  with 
Spain,  the  next  Year:  And  fo  thefe 
impoiidek,  fham  Wars  ended,  for 
the  Sake  of  which,  the  King  had 
lb  earneftly  demanded  Supplies  of 
his  Parliament,  and  which  alfo  was 
the  Pretence  lor  10  many  illegal  Ex¬ 
actions  on  his  Subjects. 

Before  the  Meeting  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  had  been  farther  pro¬ 
rogued  to  January  20,  three  Mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  one  of  them  a 
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Member  of  the  Houfe,  had  their 
Goods  feized  for  refufing  to  pay 
Tonnage  and  Poundage,  which  gave 
the  Commons  frefh  Occalion  of 
Complaint  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Seffion.  The  King  earneltly  preff- 
ed  them  to  difpatch  the  Bill  of  Ton¬ 
nage  and  Poundage,  which,  he  faid, 
might  include  his  pall  Adtions,  and 
prevent  all  Difputes  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  But  the  Commons  entered 
warmly  upon  the  Confideration  of 
Religion,  alledging  that  that  claim¬ 
ed  the  hrll  Regard  in  their  Delibe¬ 
rations  ;  and  in  the  Midft  of  thefe 
Debates,  the  Warehoufe  of  Mr. 
Rolls,  one  of  the  three  Merchants 
above  mentioned,  and  a  Member  of 
the  Houfe,  was  locked  up  by  a  Pur- 
fuivar.t,  and  himfelf  ferved  with  a 
Subpoena  ;  which  put  the  Houfe  in¬ 
to  a  Flame  :  And  when  the  Speaker, 
Sir  John  Finch,  was  ordered  to  put 
the  Quellion,  That  Mr.  Rolls  ought 
to  have  had  Privilege  of  Perfon  and 
Goods,  he  refufed,  declaring,  that 
his  Majefiy  had  commanded  him 
not  to  pat  any  fuch  Quellion.  Up¬ 
on  which  the  Houfe  adjourned,  in 
a  Heat,  to  February  25,  and  were 
farther  adjourned,  by  the  King’s 
Order,  to  March  2.  Then  they  re¬ 
quired  him  to  put  the  fame  Quef- 
tion,  but  he  faid  he  had  the  King’s 
Order  to  adjourn  the  Houfe  to 
the  10th,  and  then  offered  to  leave 
the  Chair ;  but  was  forcibly  kept 
in  it  by  feme  of  the  Members, 
till  Sir  John  Elliot  had  drawn  up 
the  following  Protellation,  which 
was  tumultuouily  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  <viz. 

I.  Wholoever  lhall  bring  in  In¬ 
novation  of  Religion,  or  by  Favour 
or  Countenance  feem  to  extend  or 
introduce  Popery  or  Arminianijm,  or 
other  Opinion  dilagreeing  from  the 
true  and  orthodox  Church,  fhall  be- 
reputed  a  capital  Enemy  to  this  King¬ 
dom  and  Commonwealth. 

U  4 
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2.  Whofoever  fhall  coanfel  or  ad- 
vife  the  Taking  and  Levying  of  the 
Subfidies  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage, 
not  being  granted  by  Parliament, 
or  fhall  be  an  Aftor  or  Fafbument 
therein,  fhall  be  reputed  an  Innova¬ 
tor  in  the  Government,  and  a  capi¬ 
tal  Enemy  to  the  Kingdom  and 
Commonwealth. 

3.  If  any  Merchant  or  Perfon 
v/natfoever,  fhall  voluntarily  yield 
and  pay  the  laid  Subfidies  of  Ton¬ 
nage  and  Poundage,  not  being  grant¬ 
ed  by  Parliament,  he  fhall  likewife 
be  reputed  a  Betrayer  of  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  England,  and  ah  Enemy  to 
the  fame. 

The  next  Day,  Sir  Miles  Hobart, 
Sir  John  Elliot,  Dstiz.il  Hollis,  and 
John  Selden,  Efqrs.  and  five  other 
Members,  were  cited  before  the 
Council.  Four  of  them  appeared, 
and  refufing  to  anfwer,  out  of  Par¬ 
liament,  for  what  was  faid  and 
done  in  Parliament,  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Tower-,  and  Procla¬ 
mations  were  i  Hired  for  appre¬ 
hending  the  red.  On  March  ic, 
the  King  came  to  the  Floufe  of 
Peers,  and  without  fending  for  the 
Commons,  though  feveral  of  them 
went  up,  made  a  Speech  to  the 
Lords,  thanking  them  for  their 
dutiful  Behaviour  ;  and  refiediing 
on  the  Commons,  gave  thole  who 
had  been  mod  zealous  againft  Ton¬ 
nage  and  Poundage,  the  opprobri¬ 
ous  Name  of  Vipers j  and  then 
difrolved  the  Parliament.  After 
which,  feveral  of  the  Members  in 
Cildody  were  fined  in  the  King's 
Bench,  and  adjudged  to  be  impri- 
foned  during  the  King’s  Pleafure  ; 
and  Sir  John  Elliot ,  in  this,  or  the 
following  Year,  actually  died  in 
Prilbn. 

Thus  ended  King  Charles's  third 
Parliament.  But  as  the  Plea  of 
the  War  continued  dill  for  feme 
Time,  and  as  the  Min'fters  never 


wanted  fome  Pretence  or  other  to 
raife  Money,  fo  they  were  very 
fruitful  in  illegal  Schemes  for  that 
Purpofe,  during  the  eleven  fucceed- 
ing  Years  that  the  Nation  was  with¬ 
out  a  Parliament.  Monopolies  were 
fet  up,  from  whence  the  King  was 
to  have  an  annual  Revenue :  Thefe 
increafed  to  that  Degree,  that  the 
Sale  of  almod  all  Commodities  was 
by  this ,  Means  ingrofied  by  fome 
Company  or  other,  even  down  to 
old  Rags.  A  Commiffion  was  erect¬ 
ed  for  compounding  with  thofe 
worth  40/.  a  Year  or  upwards,  who 
had  neglefted  to  receive  Knighthood 
at  the  King’s  Coronation.  Fines 
were  impofed  in  the  Star-Chamber, 
and  other  Courts,  by  virtue  of  ob 
foiete  Laws,  and  for  not  complying 
with  fome  new  and  extraordinary 
Proclamations.  Commifhoners  were 
appointed  to  compound  fordefeftive 
Titles,  with  fuch  as  held  Lands 
of  the  Crown.  Thefe,  and  many 
other  Projects  for  railing  Money, 
were  fet  on  foot  in  thefe  Trmes, 
and  Tonnage  and  Poundage  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  exacted  ail  the  while 
with  the  utmofl  Rigour.  But  no¬ 
thing  was  more  odious  to  the  Na¬ 
tion,  or  met  with  greater  Obloquy, 
than  the  Affair  or  Ship-Money, 
or  requiring  the  Subject?,  at  their 
own  Expence,  to  furnifh  fuch  a 
Number  of  Ships  with  Men,  Am¬ 
munition,  and  Provifions.  This 
was  at  find  impofed  only  on 
the  Sea-Ports  and  Places  of  Mer¬ 
chandize,  but  afterwards  on  the 
whole  Nation  ;  and  every  one  was 
obliged  to  contribute  his  Quota  to 
this  Tax,  according  as  lie  was  af- 
feffed.  The  King  got  the  Opinion 
of  the  Judges  in  favour  of  this 
Impofition,  and  publilhed  it  in 
1636,  And  the  next  Year,  John 
Hampden,  Efq;  of  Buckingbunfjhire, 
made  that  famous  Stand  again!!: 
Ship  Money,  by  which  he  gained 

the 
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,  the  Reputation  of  a  great  Patriot,  proved  by  the  Coming-in  of  thefe 
He  refufed  to  pay  his  Quota,  and  People. 


the  Caufe  was  argued  in  the  Excke- 
\  query  from  November  6,  to  December 
18,  when,  though  he  was  caft,  nei- 
,  ther  the  King  nor  the  Judges  gain¬ 
ed  any  Credit  by  it. 

At  the  fame  Time,  the  Hierar- 
;  chy  exercifed  great  Severity  againft 
fuch  as  did  not  punctually  conform 
to  its  Ceremonies,  to  which  Laud 
and  others  had  added  many  new 
ones,  pretty  much  refembling  thofe 
of  the  Papifts ;  which  made  his 
Enemies  reproach  him  with  a  De- 
iign  to  introduce  Popery :  Though 

■  that  Charge  feems  not  to  be  well- 
grounded.  His  Intention  feems 
only  to  have  been,  to  make  the 

,  Church  of  England  vye  with  that  of 
Rome  in  outward  Pomp  and  Splen. 
dor,  and  to  vex  and  harrafs  the  Pu- 
j  ritans  or  Prefbyterians,  to  whom  he 

■  was  a  fworn  Enemy.  The  High- 
1  Commiffion-Court,  where  Laudpre.- 

fided  and  directed  every  Thing,  was 
extremely  rigid  againlt  this  Sort  of 
>  People,  which  only  ferved  to  in- 
creafe  their  Numbers;  and  thofe  who 
)  oppoled  the  arbitrary  Meafures  of 
the  Government,  joined  with  thefe 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  their  Party. 
Archbifhop  Abbot ,  a  Prelate  of  a 
mild  Difpolition,  and  an  Enemy  to 
the  illegal  Proceedings  of  the  Court, 
and  therefore  branded  with  Purita- 
nifm,  dying  in  1633,  Laud  was  im¬ 
mediately  raifed  to  the  Archiepifco- 
pal  Dignity ;  when  his  Severity  in- 
creafed  with  his  Power,  and  not 
content  with  forcing  the  Englifb 
Prelbyterians  to  Conformity,  which 
made  many  remove  with  their  Fa¬ 
milies  to  the  American  Plantations, 
he  fent  out  his  Injunctions  to  the 
Dutch  and  Walloon  Churches,  who 
had  been  long  fettled  in  the  Nation, 
to,  compel  them  to  the  fame  Con¬ 
formity,  to  the  great  Detriment  of 
Trade,  vyhich  had  been  much  im- 


Soor.  after  the  Diffolution  of  the 
Parliament,  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth, 
a  zealous  and  able  Declaimer  againft 
Grievances,  not  only  in  that,  but 
the  two  preceding  Parliaments,  was 
brought  over  to  the  Court,  and, 
with  Archbifhop  Laud,  became  the 
King’s  chief  Confident  and  Coun- 
fellor.  He  was  made  Lord  Went¬ 
worth,  Deputy  of  Ireland,  Preli- 
dent  of  the  Council  in  the  North  (a 
Court  held  at  York,  much  like  the 
Star-Chamber .  at  Wejlminjler)  and 
at  laft  Earl  of  Strafford.  Prince 
Charles,  afterwards  Charles  II.  was 
born.  May  29,  1630;  and  Prince 
James,  in  1633,  who  was  immedi¬ 
ately  created  Duke  of  York,  and 
was  afterwards  King  James  II. 

Frederick,  the  unfortunate  Elector 
Palatine,  and  King  of  Bohemia,  the 
King’s  Brother-in-Law,  died  in 
1632.  Erideavours  had  been  ufed 
to  reftore  him  to  his  hereditary  Do¬ 
minions,  by  Means  of  Gujlavus-A - 
dolphus.  King  of  Sweden,  who,  to 
deliver  Germany  from  the  Tyranny 
of  the  Houle  of  Aujlria,  had  invaded 
that  Country  with  molt  furprifing 
Succefs.  But  that  Prince  being  flain. 
in  the  Battle  of  Lutzen,  all  his  grand 
Projefts  funk  with  him,  and  the  Re- 
ftitution  of  the  Palatinate  came  to 
nothing  ;  as,  indeed,  the  King  of 
Sweden  never  appeared  very  fincere 
in  the  Affair,  though  King  Charles 
had  fent  him  a  Body  of  6000  Men. 
Prince  Charles,  the  Elector’s  eldeft 
Son,  fucceebed  to  his  Fa;her’s 
Rights,  and  fhortly  after  came  over, 
with  his  Brother  Prince  Rupert,  to 
his  Uncle’s  Court  in  England. 

In  May,  1633,  the  King  thought 
fit  to  take  a  Journey  into  Scotland, 
where  being  arrived,  he  was  crown¬ 
ed  at  Edinburgh,  held  a  Parliament, 
which  gave  him  a  large  Subfidy, 
and  took  fome  Steps  towards  his 

and 
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and  Laud’s  favourite  Projeft  of  efla- 
blifhing  Epifcopacy  in  Scotland,  and 
introducing  the  Englijh  Ceremonies 
there.  He  returned  in  'July,  and 
about  the  fame  Time,  in  Oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Puritans,  fupported  Wakes 
and  Revels  on  Sundays,  and  renew¬ 
ed  and  confirmed  his  Father’s  Pro¬ 
clamation,  allowing  Diverfions  and 
Recreations  on  a  Sunday,  after  Di¬ 
vine  Service. 

In  1634,  Prynne,  for  writing  his 
Hiftriamajlix  agamf!  Stage-Plays, 
refleiting  on  the  Court  and  Bifhops, 
was  fentenced,  in  the  Star-Chamber, 
to  be  fet  in  the  Pillory,  to  have  his 
Ears  cut  off,  to  be  imprifoned  du¬ 
ring  Pieafure,  and  fined  5000/.  Two 
or  three  Years  after,  Bajlwick  and 
Burton,  and  the  fame  Prynne,  for 
writing  Books  againfl  the  Hierarchy, 
and  to  the  Scandal  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  were  fentenced  to  be  pillo¬ 
ried,  to  lofe  their  Ears,  and  Prynne 
the  Remainder  of  his  Ears,  and  to 
pay  a  Fine  of  5000/.  each  ;  after 
which,  they  were  fent  feparately  to 
remote  Prifons,  and  there  kept  till 
the  Times  turned.  However  bcid 
thefe  Men  were  in  their  Writings, 
thefe  Severities  did  the  Court  no 
Good,  but  opened  the  People’s 
Mouths  the  more  againfl;  them.  Bi- 
ihop  Williams,  about  the  fame  Time, 
fell  under  the  Rcfentment  of  the 
Court,  being  exorbitantly  fined, 
fufpended  from  his  Bifhoprick,  and 
imprifoned  in  the  Tower  during  the 
Ring’s  Pieafure. 

In  1635,  died  Thomas  Parr,  aged 
152,  born  at  Drayton  in  Shropjhire  the 
I  ail  Year  of  King  Edward  IV.  and 
brought  up  to  Court  as  a  Rarity,  in 
this  Reign  ;  fo  that  he  had  lived  in 
the  Reigns  of  ten  Kings  and  Queens 
of  England. 

From  what  King  Charles  did  in 
Scotland,  in  the  Year  1637,  we  may 
date  the  Beginning  of  his  Ruin. 
This  was  his  attempting  to  im- 


pofe  on  the  Scotch  Nation  Epifcopal 
Government,  and  the  Difcipline, 
Ceremonies  and  Service  of  the 
Church  of  England.  He  firft  fent 
down  a  Book  of  Canons,  and  then 
the  Liturgy  or  Service-Book,  order¬ 
ing  it  to  be  read  on  fuch  a  Day. 
But  when  the  Dean  began  to  read 
it  in  St.  Giles’s  Church,  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  there  was  fuch  a  Tumult, 
Noife  and  Clamour  among  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  that  not  a  Word  could  be  heard  j 
and  when  the  Bifiiop  of  Edinburgh, 
who  was  to  preach,  flept  into  the 
Pulpit,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  Po¬ 
pulace,  he  was  treated  in  the  fame 
Manner,  and  moreover  had  a  Stool 
flung  at  his  Head.  At  laft,  when 
the  Magiflrates  of  Edinburgh  had 
with  much  Difficulty  got  the  Rioters 
out  of  the  Church,  the  Dean  went 
on,  but  was  continually  interrupted 
by  the  Multitude  without,  knock¬ 
ing  at  the  Doors,  throwing  Stones 
at  the  Windows,  and  making  bit¬ 
ter  Exclamations  againfl  the  Service- 
Book,  as  if  it  was  deflgned  to  intro¬ 
duce  Popery  amongfl  them.  There 
were,  at  the  fame  Time,  the  like 
Tumults  in  the  other  Churches  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  afterwards,  other 
Tumults,  on  the  fame  Account, 
more  formidable  than  the  firft. 
The  Malcontents  feemed  at  firft 
to  be  only  the  meaner  Sort  of 
People,  but  they  were  foon  openly 
abetted  by  great  Numbers  of  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  The  King 
fent  down  his  Proclamations  to 
pacify  them,  but  they  protefted 
againfl  them,  as  deflgned  only  to 
enfnare  them.  At  laft,  in  16 38, 
they  erefted  Tables,  or  Commit¬ 
tees,  at  Edinburgh,  to  manage  their 
Affairs ;  one  of  the  Nobility,  an¬ 
other  of  the  Gentry,  a  third  of  the 
Burghers,  and  a  fourth  of  the  Mi¬ 
ni  Iters ;  as  alfo  a  general  Table, 
coniilting  of  Commiffi oners  from 
the  other  four.  From  thefe  Tables 
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proceeded  their  famous  Solemn  League 
and  Covenant,  for  the  Maintenance 
of  their  Religion  from  all  Innova¬ 
tions,  fubfcribed  by  almoft  the 
whole  Scotch  Nation.  The  Marquefs 
!  of  Hamilton  was  tent  High-Commif- 
fioner,  who  endeavoured  by  various 
Artifices  to  break  their  Meafures. 
But  nothing  would  fatisfy  them  but 
a  General  Affembly  and  a  Parlia¬ 
ment.  A  General  Affembly  accord¬ 
ingly  met  at  Glafgovo,  November  2  1 , 
which  the  Tables  had  taken  care  to 
have  compofed  of  fuch  as  were 
wholly  devoted  to  them.  The 
High  Commiffioner  finding  them 
not  likely  to  be  managed,  dilfolved 
the  Affembly  in  the  King’s  Name, 
on  the  28th.  Neverthelefs  they 
continued  fitting  by  their  own  Au¬ 
thority,  paired  feveral  Afits  againft 
the  Innovations,  and  declared  Epif- 
copacy  to  be  abolifhed  by  the  Con- 
'  feffion  of  1580. 

The  Courtiers  and  rigid  Epif- 
copalians  in  England,  deemed  thefe 
Proceedings  of  the  Scots,  no  better 
than  Rebellion  ;  but  the  Puritans, 
among  whom  we  muff  now  reckon 
all  who  were  diffatisfied  with  the 
Government,  who  were  by  far  the 
rooft  numerous,  looked  on  the 
Scots  as  their  Friends,  and  thought 
they  had  Reafon  for  what  they 
did,  from  the  arbitrary  Meafures 
of  the  Court  to  alter  their  Kirk- 
Ellablifhment.  However,  as  foon 
as  ever  the  King  heard  that  the 
Affembly  continued  fitting  by  their 
own  Authority,  he  refolved  on 
railing  an  Army  in  England  to  re¬ 
duce  them  to  Obedience.  He  fum- 
moned  the  Nobility  to  attend  him 
at  York,  April  1,  1639,  and  to 

bring  what  Forces  they  could  raife  ; 
and  each  County  was  likewife  ob¬ 
liged  to  raife  luch  a  Number  of 
Troops.  So  the  King  coming  to 
York,  found  himfelf  at  the  Head 
cf  above  20,000  Men.  The  Scots 
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in  the  mean  Time,  prepared  for 
their  Defence,  but  relied  more  on 
their  Friends  in  England,  and  even 
at  Court  and  in  the  King’s  Army, 
than  on  their  own  Preparations. 
They  aCted  with  great  Policy  and 
Caution,  .  and  punctually  obferved 
the  King’s  Proclamation,  not  to 
approach  within  ten  Miles  of  the 
Borders,  thereby  fhewing  that  the 
War  was  not  offenfive  on  their 
Parr ;  till  the  King  ordered  the  Earl 
of  Holland  to  March  into  Scotland 
by  the  Way  of  Kelfo,  with  3000 
Foot  and  1000  Horfe.  Then  Lejley, 
the  Scotch  Genera],  fent  a  Body  of 
Forces  to  oppofie  his  March  ;  upon 
which  he  halted,  and  thought  fit  at 
lait  to  retire.  The  Scots  now  thought 
they  fhould  be  justified  in  approach¬ 
ing  the  Borders,  and  fo  Lefiey  march¬ 
ed  towards  Kelfo  with  12,000  Men. 
Then  the  King  faw  his  Milfake, 
in  thinking  their  Obedience  to  his 
Proclamation  was  the  EffeCt  of  their 
Fear.  And  he  had  itill  a  farther 
Reafon  to  diflike  his  prefent  Expe¬ 
dition,  when  his  Generals  advifed 
him,  upon  the  Approach  of  the 
Scots,  not  to  give  Battle,  though 
he  was  fuperior  to  them  in  Num¬ 
ber  ;  by  which  he  faw  they  were 
not  very  willing  to  venture  their 
Lives  in  this  Quarrel.  The  two 
Armies  therefore  being  alike  refolv¬ 
ed  to  keep  upon  the  Defenfive,  the 
Scots,  at  length,  fent  an  humble 
Petition  to  the  King,  befeeching 
him  to  appoint  Commiffioners  to 
treat  of  a  Peace  ;  which  his  Ma- 
jelty  having  confented  to,  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Pacification  were  agreed 
on,  June  17.  But  this  was  a  very 
precarious,  unfettled  and  uncertain 
Peace  ;  and  as  it  feemed  to  be  con¬ 
fented  to  in  Halle,  by  both  Parties, 
for  gaining  Time,  a  fecond  Rup¬ 
ture  might  be  foon  naturally  ex¬ 
pected  ;  which,  indeed,  happened 
in  the  next  Year,  1640.  For  when 
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the  King  faw  that  the  Scotch  Parli¬ 
ament  was  fully  bent,  utterly  to  a- 
bolilh  Epifcopacy,  he  prorogued  it 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  gave  an  uni- 
verfal  Difcontent ;  and  loon  after  it 
was  refolved  in  Council  to  reduce 
the  Scots  to  their  Duty  by  Force  of 
Arms.  Accordingly  his  Majefty 
raifed  a  numerous  Army,  appoint¬ 
ing  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  :  But  as  he  was  in 
Want  of  Money,  and  this  was  not  a 
Time  to  increafe  the  People’s  Dif- 
content,  by  purfuing  the  late  illegal 
Methods  of  railing  it,  his  fecret 
Council  thought  proper  to  advife  him 
to  call  a  Parliament. 

This  Parliament  meeting,  April 
13,  1640,  feemed  not  at  all  inclined 
to  meddle  with  the  Scotch  Affair, 
but  initead  of  that,  took  into  im¬ 
mediate  Confideration  the  many 
Petitions  prefented  them  from  feve- 
ral  Counties  againft  the  Grievances 
of  Ship-Money,  Monopolies,  the 
Star-Chamber ,  High  CcmmiJJion  Court , 
ice.  Upon  this,  both  Houles  were 
commanded  to  attend  the  King  at 
Whitehall,  where  the  Lord-Keeper 
Finch  reminded  them  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  Defire  of  granting  him  an 
immediate  Supply  for  the  Scotch 
War  ;  but  this  making  no  Impref 
ft  on  upon  them,  they  ftill  proceed¬ 
ed  with  the  Grievances.  Then  the 
Lords,  by  the  King’s  Defire,  de¬ 
manded  a  Coherence  with  the 
Commons,  at  which  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  fhew,  that  the  Supply, 
in  the  prefent  Exigency,  Ih  pul'd  go 
before  the  Grievances.  But  this, 
contrary  to  Expectation,  only  re¬ 
tarded  the  King’s  Affairs  :  For  the 
Commons  voted  the  Lords  meddle- 
ing  with  the  Supply,  to  be  a  Breach 
of  Privilege  ;  and  the  Conteft  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Houfes  took  up  fe¬ 
deral  Days.  At  laft,  on  the  4th  of 
May,  the  King  fenf  Sir  Henry  Fane, 
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Secretary  of  State,  to  teli  the  Ccm- 
mens,  that  if  they  would  imme¬ 
diately  grant  him  12  Subfidies,  he 
would  confent  to  the  entire  Abo- 
lilhing  of  Ship-Money.  Great  De¬ 
bates  enfued  on  this,  many  think¬ 
ing.  the  Demand  exorbitant  •  how¬ 
ever,  the  Commons  feemed  now 
inclined  to  give  the  King  fome 
Satisfaction  :  But  Sir  Hcny  Vane \ 
who  is  faid  to  have  dealt  treache- 
roufiy  in  this  Affair,  declaring  thal 
lei's  would  not  be  accepted,  whereas 
it  is  affirmed  that  he  had  Orders  tc 
defeend  to  8,  or  even  to  6  Subft- 
die",  if  12  would  not  go  down, 
this  fpoiled  all.  However,  the 
Commons  deferred  their  Refoluti- 
on  to  the  next  Day  ;  and  in  the 
mean  Time,  it  is  laid,  Vanean&tht 
Solicitor  Herbert  went  and  gave  a 
worfe  Account  to  his  Majefty, 
of  the  Temper  of  the  Houfe,  than 
itdeferved;  and  told  him,  that  they 
deligned  on  the  Morrow  to  vote 
againft  the  Scotch  War;  which  Mif- 
reprei'entation  was  thought  to  be 
with  a  Defigft  to  ruin  Strafford,  who 
was  mold  zealous  for  that  War. 
However,  the  King  believing  whal 
they  faid,  haftily  dift’olved  the  Par¬ 
liament,  after  it  had  fat  but  about 
three  Weeks  ;  and,  as  was  ufual 
with  him,  lent  fome  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  to  Prifon.  He  was  foon  aftei 
lenlible  of  his  Error,  and  was  for rj 
for  what  he  had  done  ;  and,  the 
very  next  Day,  conlulted,  whethei 
he  might  recall  them  by  his  Pro¬ 
clamation  to  fit  again.  But  this  be¬ 
ing  impracticable,  all  the  Method: 
before  ufed,  and  others  as  odious, 
were  putin  Practice,  toraife  Money 
for  paying  the  Army  againft  the 
Scots. 

The  Scots,  knowing  what  wa: 
deligned  againft  them,  were  noi 
behind  in  their  Preparations.  Ge¬ 
neral  Lejley  puffed  the  Tweed,  Augujl 
20,  with  the  Sms  Army,  conftltrnj 
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'of  22,000  Men  ;  and  the  fame  Day 
'the  King  fet  out  from  Louden  for 
York,  where  the  greateft  Part  of  his 
Army  lay  encamped  :  But  the  Lord 
Conway,  General  of  the  Horle,  was 
advanced  to  Newcajlle,  with  3000 
Foot,  and  1500  Hone.  Lejley  forced 
[the  PaiTage  of  the  Tine  at  New  turn, 
Conway  endeavouring  in  vain  to 
oppoie  him,  being  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat,  with  the  Lois  of  fome  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  his  Men  ;  and  quitting 
Ncnucafile,  in  Corifternation,  with 
the  Royal  Troops,  the  Scots  imme¬ 
diately  entered  it,  and  became  Maf- 
ters  of  the  Town.  They  ufed  this 
Advantage  with  great  Prudence,  to 
let  tke  Englijh  fee  they  had  no  De¬ 
sign  againit  them.  They  difperfed 
'  two  Manifeftoes  ;  one  entitled.  Six 
■  Confederations  of  the  L awful nefs  of 
their  Expedition  ;  the  other.  Inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Scots  and  their  Army  ma- 
nifejied  to  their  Brethren  of  England : 
In  which  they  endeavoured  to  fhew, 
that  what  moved  them  to  arm  and 
enter  England,  was  no  Quarrel  they 
had  with  the  Englijh  Nation,  but 
•  only  to  defend  themfelves  againit 
fome  evil  Minifters,  naming,  in 
part.cular,  Land  and  Strafford, 
who  were  the  chief  of  the  King’s 
fecret  Council.  In  fnort,  they  ufed 
all  their  Art  to  recommend  them¬ 
felves  to  the  Englijh,  who  were 
indeed  generally  averfe  to  this 
Scotch  War,  which  the  King  had 
raihly  undertaken.  In  order  to 
this,  they  failed  not  to  fhew  their 
extreme  Defire  of  Peace,  and  lent 
an  humble  Petition  to  the  King, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleat¬ 
ed  to  redrefs  their  Grievances,  by 
the  Advice  of  the  Englijh  Pailia- 
ment. 

The  King,  now  in  the  utmoh 
Perplexity,  fummened  a  Great 
Council  of  the  Peers  to  meet  him 
at  York,  in  orcer  to  h.-ive  their  Ad¬ 
vice.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
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City  of  London,  and  the  Gentry  of 
Yorkjhirc,  petitioned  him  to  call  a 
Parliament,  as  the  only  Means  to 
redrefs  their  Grievances,  and  re¬ 
move  the  Dangers  that  threatened 
both  him  and  the  State  :  And  a  Pe¬ 
tition  to  the  fame  Purpofe  was  pre- 
fented  by  twelve  Peers,  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  divers  others.  The 
King’s  Necellities  were  now  fo  ur¬ 
gent  that  he  was  forced  to  comply  ; 
and  fo  he  told  the  great  Council, 
when  they  met,  September  24,  that 
he  had  refolved  to  fummon  a  Par¬ 
liament,  for  the  3d  of  November. 
The  Refult  of  their  Deliberation* 
was,  that  16  of  their  Number  Ihould 
be  fent  as  Commiflioners  to  treat 
with  the  Scots  about  a  Peace  ;  and 
that  200,000 /.  fhould  be  borrowed  of 
the  City  of  London,  for  maintaining 
the  Army  till  the  Parliament  fhould 
grant  the  Supplies ;  each  of  the  Peers 
offering  to  become  bound  for  the 
Repayment  of  the  faid  Sum.  The 
King  appointing  Commiflioners  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Advice  of  the  Lords, 
the  Treaty  with  the  Scots  began  at 
Rippon,  October  i ,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  London,  to  their 
very  great  Advantage,  where  they 
were  fure  of  having  a  good  Number 
of  Friends,  both  in  the  City  and  ia 
the  Parliament. 

The  famous  Parliament  met  on 
November  3,  1 740.  The  King  made 
them  a  mild  and  foft  Speech,  very 
different  from  moll  of  his  former 
Speeches  to  his  Parliaments  ;  and, 
among  other  Things,  particularly 
defired  them  to  find  Means  for  driv¬ 
ing  the  Scots  out  of  the  Kingdom  : 
After  w'hich,  the  Commons  return¬ 
ing  to  their  Houfe,  chofe  for 
their  Speaker,  William  Lent  hall,  u 
Bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  One  of 
the  fir  ft  Things  they  did,  was  to 
appoint  a  feleft  Committee,  to 
draw  up  a  Remonflrance  of  all  the 
Grievances  cf  the  Nation  :  But 
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the  King  {hewing greatCom  pliance  in 
giving  his  Affent  to  all  their  Bills, 
the  Remonftrance  was  laid  afide  for 
the  prefent,  and  not  prefented  till  a 
Year  after,  when  a  Mifunderftand- 
ing  between  the  King  and  Parliament 
began  to  break  out. 

After  many  warm  Speeches  upon 
Grievances  at  the  Beginning  of 
their  Meeting,  thofe  Members  who 
ia  any  Reipedt  were  concerned 
in  Monopolies,  were  expelled  the 
Houfe.  Petitions  were  received 
from  Prynne,  Bajlvoick,  Burton,  and 
others,  complaining  of  their  fevere 
and  cruel  Sentences  in  the  Star- 
Chamber  :  The  Houfe  ordered  them 
to  be  brought  up  from  their  remote 
ImprLonments,  and  the  Members 
of  the  Star-Chamber  were  afterwards 
made  to  pay  all  the  Cofts  and  Da¬ 
mages  of  the  Parties.  And  as  the 
Sufferings  of  particular  Perfons  met 
with  Regard  from  the  Commons,  fo 
they  applied  themfelves  in  earn  eft 
to  redrefs  all  the  publick  Griev¬ 
ances  ;  in  which  they  were  'very 
fuccefsful,  by  reafon  of  the  King’s 
prefent  Situation,  with  an  Army 
of  Scots  in  the  Nation.  They  vot¬ 
ed  Ship-Money  illegal,  and  con¬ 
demned  the  new  Canons  and  Oath 
enjoined  by  the  laft  Convocation, 
when  the  King  continued  them  fit¬ 
ting  under  the  Name  of  a  Synod, 
after  the  Dift'oludon  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

At  the  fame  Time  they  proceeded 
vigoroufly  againit  the  Authors  of 
the  Grievances.  The  Earl  of  StrcJ- 
ford  was  impeached  of  High-Trea- 
fon,  and  taken  into  Cuftody,  No¬ 
vember  ii,  and  committed  to  the 
T ovjer  fome  Days  after.  Secretary 
Windebank  was  the  next  that  was  at¬ 
tacked,  upon  which  he  fled  into 
France.  A  Committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  draw  up  a  Charge  againft 
Archbilhop  Laud,  as  having  a  prin¬ 
cipal  Hand  in  the  Defign  of  fub- 

3 


L  E  S  L 

verting  the  Laws  and  Conftitution  of 
the  Realm  :  The  Scots  Commiflion- 
ers  exhibited  to  the  Lords  a  long 
Charge  of  his  being  the  Author  of 
all  their  Troubles ;  and  he  was  voted 
a  Traitor  by  the  Commons,  Nem. 
Con.  who  fent  up  to  the  Lords  to 
accufe  him  of  High-Treafon  ;  upon 
which  he  was  taken  into  Cuftody, 
and  afterwards  committed  to  the 
T'ozver.  The  Lord-Keeper  Finch 
was  next  voted  a  Traitor,  and  fled 
into  Holland  ;  but  that  did  not 
hinder  the  Commons  from  impeach¬ 
ing  him  of  High-Treafon  in  the 
Houie  of  Lords.  He  was  particu¬ 
larly  charged  with  making  the  [ udges 
declare  in  favour  of  Ship-Money. 
J  udge  Berkeley,  for  giving  his  Opi¬ 
nion  for  the  laid  Impofition,  being 
alfo  impeached  of  High-Treafon, 
was  taken  off  the  Bench  whilft  the 
Court  was  fitting  ;  and  other  Judges 
were  proceeded  againft,  on  the  fame 
Account. 

About  the  fame  Time,  the  King 
acquainted  the  Parliament  with  the 
Marriage  of  the  Princefs  Mary,  his 
eldeft  Daughter,  with  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  She  was  Mother  to  King- 
William  III. 

A  Bill  of  four  Subfidies,  for  the 
Army  and  the  Relief  of  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Parts,  was  pafi’ed,  February 
15,  1640-1.  And  at  the  fame  Time 
was  alio  paffed  the  Bill  for  Triennial 
Parliaments,  ordaining  that  Parlia¬ 
ments  fhould  be  held  at  leaft  once 

in  three  Years. 

The  famous  Trial  of  the  Earl  of 
Strafford  began  on  May  1,  1641, 
which  the  Commons  afterwards 
turned  into  a  Bill  of  Attainder, 
paffed  it,  and  fent  it  up  to  the 
Lords  ;  where  it  hung  for  fome 
Days,  and  it  was  thought  they 
would  have  rejected  it.  But  Mr. 
Pym ,  about  this  Time,  informed 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Plots 
againit  the  Parliament,  that  the 

Army 
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Atmy  was  praftifed  upon  to  bring 
'them  up  and  over-awe  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  that  there  was  a  Defign 
Ifipon  the  Tower,  and  that  Endea¬ 
vours  were  ufed  for  the  Earl’s 
*Efcape.  Great  Multitudes  alfo  came 
to  Wejiminjier,-  rpprehenfive  of  De- 
iigns  againft  the  Parliament,  and 
demanding  fpeedy  Jultice  againft 
the  Earl  of  Strafford.  They  alfo 
prefented  a  Petition  againit  him  to 
the  Lords,  fubfcribed  by  above 
■  20,000  Inhabitants  of  London,  call¬ 
ing  him  the  grand  Incendiary.  And 
foon  after,  the  Lords  palled  the  Bill 
of  Attainder  againit  the  Earl.  The 
King  was  all  this  while  in  great  Per¬ 
plexity  :  He  made  a  Speech  to  the 
Lords  in  favour  of  the  Earl,  and  told 
them  he  could  not  in  his  Confcience 
condemn  him  of  Treafon,  though 
he  thought  his  Mifaemeanors  were 
ITuch,  that  he  was  not  fit  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  ferve  him  or  the  Common¬ 
wealth  in  any  Oifice,  no  not  fo 
much  as  that  of  a  Conitable  ;  and 
therefore  he  hoped  they  would  find 
fome  Way  to  fatisfy  Juilice  and  their 
own  Fears,  without  prefling  on  his 
Confcience.  After  both  Houfes 
ihad  palled  the  Bill,  and  he  was 
prdfed  to  give  his  Aflent,  he  ad- 
vifed  with  his  Counfellor:,  fome 
Lawyers  and  Bilhops,  who  per- 
fuaded  him  to  it  for  the  publick 
Safety;  and  fo,  with  much  Reluc¬ 
tance  he  pafled  it,  by  Commiflion, 
and  after  that  interceded  for  him,  in 
t  a  Letter  to  the  Lords,  which  he  fent 
by  his  eldeit  Son,  Prince  Charles  : 
But  all  not  availing,  the  Earl  was 
1  beheaded  on  the  22d  of  May,  and 
[  died  with  great  Conilancy  and  Refo- 
lution. 

The  Plot  above-mentioned  is  re¬ 
prefen  ted  as  all  a  Chimera  by  the 
Friends  of  the  King  ;  and  yet  it 
appears  by  feveral  Circumilances, 
tiiat  there  was  a  Defign  to  engage 
the,  Army  to  ierve  the  King  againft 
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the  Parliament,  and  that  the  King 
approved  of  it  ;  which  loft  him  the 
Confidence  of  the  Houfe  :  Though 
the  Thing,  probably,  was  much 
aggravated,  and  this  particular 
Time  chofen  for  the  Information, 
for  the  Sake  of  gaining  the  Point 
againft  the  Earl  of  Strafford.  The 
Refult  of  this  Difcovery  alfo  was, 
that  the  Commons  unanimcufly  en¬ 
tered  into  a  folemn  Proteftation  to 
ftand  by  the  Religion,  Laws,  and 
Liberties  of  the  Kingdom  ;  in  which, 
the  Lords  alfo  joined  fome  Time 
after,  and  then  it  was  impofed  on 
the  whole  Nation.  It  alfo  gave  Rile 
to  the  Bill  for  the  Continuance  of 
the  Parliament,  whereby  this  Par¬ 
liament  was  not  to  be  diifolved  but 
by  an  A£t  of  Parliament,  nor  pro- 
rogued  nor  adjourned,  but  by  their 
own  Confent  ;  which,  though  of  fo 
greatJmportance,  as  quite  altering 
the  Conllitution,  the  King  pafled 
without  any  Concern,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  he  pafled  that  againft  the 
Earl  of  Strafford, 

On  June  22,  his  Majefty  pafled 
a  Temporary  Bill  of  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  :  The  Preamble  to  which 
declared,  that  the  Crown  had  no  — 
Right  to  take  it,  without  Confeut 
of  Parliament.  , 

Not  long  after,  an  Aft  was  palled, 
for  taking  away  the  Star-Chamber , 
and  High-Commiff on-Courts ,  which* 
by  their  cruel  and  arbitrary  Sen¬ 
tences,  were  become  univerfaily  odi¬ 
ous  to  the  Nation.  The  Court  at 
York ,  which  was  much  like  the  Star- 
Chamber,  was  alfo  abolilhed  about 
the  lame  Time. 

On  the  10th  of  Auguji,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  fet  out  for  Scotland,  after  have- 
ing  palled  the  Act  of  Pacification  be¬ 
tween  the  two  hi  at  ions,  and  an  A  cl 
for  the  total  Abolition  of  Ship-Money . 
Soon  after,-  the  two  Armies,  that 
had  been  fuch  a  Burden  to  the  Na¬ 
tion,  were  dilbanded  ;  the  Parlia- 
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ment  having  given  the  Scats  300,000/.  warlike  Stores,  was  happily  difco* 
It  is  more  than  probable,  that  they  vered  and  prevented  the  Night  be* 
j  -were  invited  to  come  into  England  fore.  The  Irijh,  unluckily  for  the 
by  fome  who  were  afterwards  the  King,  pretended  they  had  his  Au- 
chief  Leaders  in  Parliament,  and  thority  for  what  they  did,  called 
that  they  were  kept  here  fo  long,  themfelves  the  Queen’s  Army,  gave 
on  purpofe  to  give  the  Parliament  out  that  their  Deiign  was  to  oppofe 
an  Advantage  over  the  King,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  Puritanical 
lay  a  Sort  of  Neceffity  upon  him  to  Parliament  in  England,  and  difperf- 
pafs  the  Adis  they  had  prepared  for  ed  through  the  Kingdom  Copies 
xedreffing  the  Grievances  ;  for  a  of  a  pretended  Commiffion  to  them 
Scots  Army  in  the  Kingdom  mull  under  the  Great-Seal.  This  Com- 
certainly  lay  him  under  great  Re-  million,  it  is  faid,  they  forged,  and 
ftraint.  The  Parliament  were  not  affixed  to  it  an  Impreffion  of  the 
pleafed  with  the  King’s  going  at  Great-Seal,  taken  off  from  fome 
this  Time  to  Scotland ;  and  though,  old  Grant  or  Patent.  However 
whilll  he  was  there,  he  paffed  all  this  be,  thefe  Things  made  an  ill 
the  Adis  that  the  Parliament  of  Impreffion  on  the  Minds  of  thofe 
Scotland  defined,  yet  his  Stay  there  already  difaffedled  to  the  King, 
did  but  increafe  the  Jealoufies  of  The  moll  confiderate,  indeed,  did 
the  Englijb  ;  and  fome  Things  hap  •  not  think  it  at  all  likely,  that  the 
pened  in  his  Abfence,  which  turn-  King  Ihould  be  willing  his  Pro- 
ed  very  much  to  his  Difadvan-  teilant  Subjedts  Ihould  be  maffacred : 
tage.  But  they  fufpedled  he  might  have 

The  King  had  not  been  long  in  ,  llirred  up  the  Rebellion,  on  Pur- 
Scotland,  before  the  Parliament  was  pofe  to  find  the  Parliament  Work, 
alarmed  with  the  News  of  a  Plot  in  to  divert  them  from  the  Projedl 
that  Kingdom  ;  and  fearing  it  they  had  now  formed  of  divelling 
might  extend  itfelf  into  England  ;  him  of  great  Part  of  his  Power, 
they  thought  fit  to  take  to  them-  and  free  himfelf  from  the  Subjec- 
felves  a  Guard,  under  the  Earl  'of  tion  he  was  under  to  them  ;  and 
EJJex ,  whom  the  King  had  left  that,  having  once  raided  the  Rebel- 
General  on  the  South  Side  of  the  lion,  he  could  not  Hop  the  Fury  of 
Trent.  the  Irijh.  Though  the  Parliament 

But  what  made  the  greatell  Im-  did  not  much  regard  the  Calumny 
preffion  on  Men’s  Minds,  was  the  againll  the  King,  they  were,  how- 
Rebellion  and  Maffacre  in  Ireland,  ever  filled  with  Diilrult,  and  pof- 
which  broke  out,  on  Odlober  23,  fibly  the  Leaders  might  feign  a 
whilll  the  King  was  yet  in  Scoland  ;  greater  Dillrull  than  they  really 
when  the  old  Natives  or  Irijh  rofe  had,  on  purpofe  to  increafe  the 
in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Fears  of  thofe  Members  who  were, 
on  that,  and  the  following  Days,  as  yet,  but  half  perfuaded  to  join 
moll  inhumanly  butchered  and  mur-  them  in  their  Scheme  of  diminilhing 
dered  above  40,000  Englijh  Protef-  the  Kingly  Power. 


tants  that  were  fettled  there.  Men,  The  King  returned  from  Scot- 
Womenand  Children,  without  Dif-  land,  the  latter  End  of  November, 
tindlion  of  Age,  Sex,  or  Conditi-  and  was  no  fooner  arrived  at 
on.  Only  the  Projedl  of  feizing  Whitehall,  but  he  difmiffed  the 
the  City  of  Dublin,  where  was  a  Guards  which  had  been  attending 
great  Quantity  of  Provifions  and  on  the  two  Houfes.  Eight  Days 
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after,  'viz.  December  1,  the  Com¬ 
mons  prefented  to  him  their  famous 
Petition  and  Remonftrance,  reciting 
all  the  Grievances  of  the  Kingdom 
from  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign 
f  »o  the  prefent  Time,  attributing  all 
to  evil  Counfellors,  and  a  malig- 
1 ;  nant  Party  about  the  King*  Many 
f  thought  this  unneceffary  and  unrea- 
fonable,  as  mod  of  the  Grievances 
had  been  redreffed  by  the  Adts  his 
Majefty  had  paffed  in  this  Parlia¬ 
ment.  But  as  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  general  were  from  the  Be¬ 
ginning  very  hearty  in  proceeding 
againft  the  Grievances)  fo  there  was 
a  ftrong  Party  amongft  them,  who 
were  for  going  farther,  and  putting 
-it  out  of  the  King’s  Pow'er  ever  to 
govern  again  in  the  lame  arbitrary 
Manner  he  had  done  for  15  Years 
'  together.  To  this  Party  were  joined 
the  Prelbyterians,  who  feem  even  at 
this  Time  to  have  a  farther  Defign 
in  View ;  namely,  to  alter  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Church,  which 
could  not  be  brought  about,  with¬ 
out  putting  it  out  of  the  King’s 
Power  to  oppofe  it.  The  Leaders 
of  the  Party,  who  were  for  retrench¬ 
ing  the  Royal  Authority,  were  Men 
of  great  Abilities,  and  ufed  all  their 
Arts  to  bring  others  over  to  their 
Sentiments ;  to  which  the  general 
Jealoufy  and  Diftruft  the  People 
had  of  the  King  (which  he  had 
given  but  too  much  Occafion  for) 
did  not  a  little  contribute.  The 
Remonftrance,  therefore,  was,  as  it 
were,  the  Teft  to  Ihew  which  Party 
lhould  prevail.  A  very  ftrong  Op- 
polition  was  made  to  it,  and  the 
Debates  lafted  near  twenty  Hours 
together ;  till  at  laft  it  w'as  carried 
for  the  Remonftrance  by  nine  Voices 
only.  It  was  not  only  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  but,  contrary  to  his 
exprefs  Defire,  printed  and  publifh- 
ed,  before  he  had  given  his  Anfwer 
to  it.  The  Breach  between  the 


King  and  Parliament  may  be  dated 
from  this  Time. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Com¬ 
mons  met  with  frequent  Obftacles 
to  their  Defigns,  by  reafon  of  the 
Bifhops  and  Prpilh  Lords  fitting 
there ;  of  which  they  made  great 
Complaints,  and  paffed  a  Bill  for. 
taking  away  the  Bifhops  Vctes  in 
Parliament,  but  it  could  not  pals 
the  Lords  whilft  they  fat  there.  Af¬ 
ter  the  prefenting  of  the  Remon- 
ftfance,  great  Multitudes  ■flocked 
about  the  Pariiament-Houfe,  crying 
out.  No  Bi/hops,  no  B: flops.  A::d> 
beftdcs  other  Inhabitant,  tb  Ap¬ 
prentices  of  Lbnaon  came  in  a  B-  !y 
to  Wejiminjier ,  and  prefented  "  - 
tition  to  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com¬ 
mons,  againft  Papifts,  jeiuits,  ■  r. 
Prelates,  complaining  ",  .  lots  a  id 

Confpiracies  againft  the  ParlLn  c, 
Thete  Tumults  continuing  f  fe* 
veral  Days  (which  feenied  no  ways 
difagreeable  to  the  commons)  many 
Officers  of  the  late  Army,  and 
others,  offered  their  Service  as  a 
Guard  to  his  Majefty.  Several 
Skirmifhes  happened  between  them 
and  the  Multitude,  in  which  feme 
Citizens  were  wounded,  which 
heightened  the  Animofitv  between 
the  two  Farties.  Thefe  Tumults 
rendering  it  unfafe  for  the  Biih  ps 
to  attend  their  Seats  in  Par  la¬ 
ment,  twelve  of  them  met,  and 
drew  up  a  Proteftation  againft  all 
Laws,  Orders,  Votes  and  Deter¬ 
minations,  as  null  and  void,  that 
had  paffed  fince  December  2.7,  or 
fhould  hereafter  pais,  during  their 
forced  Abfence  from  the  Ho.  fe. 

The  Commons  were  fo  offended 
at  this,  that  they  impeached  the  — 
Bifhops  of  High  -  Treafon,  and 
fent  them  to  the  Tower.  Then 
the  Lords  paffed  the  Bill  for  take-- 
ing  away  their  Votes,  which  the 
King  gave  his  Affent  to  in  Fe¬ 
bruary.  Vbtei 
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The  King,  if  he  had  had  a  Mind 
to  break  entirely  with  his  Parlia¬ 
ment,  could  not  have  chofen  a  more 
effedtual  Method  for  that  Purpofe, 
than  the  impolitick  and  unprece¬ 
dented  Step  he  now  took.  On  Ja¬ 
nuary  3,  1641-2,  he  fent  his  Attor¬ 
ney-General  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
to  accufe,  in  his  Name,  of  High- 
Treafon,  the  Lord  Kimbolton  of  that 
Houfe,  and  five  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  Sir  Ar¬ 
thur  Hajlerig,  Denzil  Hollis ,  John 
Pymm,  John  Hambden,  and  William 
Strode ;  and  to  deliver  Articles  of 
Impeachment  againft  them.  At  the 
fame  Time,  Perfons  were  fent  to 
feal  up  their  Doors,  Trunks,  and 
Papers :  But  the  Commons  fent  the 
-Serjeant  at  Arms  to  break  open  the 
Seals,  and  apprehend  thofe  that  put 
them  on ;  and  made  an  Order,  for¬ 
bidding  the  Seizing  of  any  of  their 
Members,  without  Leave  of  the 
Houfe,  authorizing  fuch  Members 
to  Hand  upon  their  Guard,  and  all 
Conltables,  and  other  Officers,  to 
affift  them.  The  Commons  repre- 
fented  all  this,  in  a  Conference  with 
the  Lords,  and  moreover,  that  the 
Kine  had  fet  a  Guard  in  a  warlike 
Manner  at  Whitehall ;  and  therefore 
defired  that  the  Parliament  might 
have  fuch  a  Guard,  as  fhould  be 
approved  of  by  both  Houfes,  or  elfe 
adjourn  to  fome  Place  of  Safety. 

The  King  having  fent  a  Serjeant 
at  Arms  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  demand  the  five  Members,  with¬ 
out  any  Effect,  the  next  Day,  Ja¬ 
nuary  4,  came  himfelf  to  the  Houfe, 
.attended  by  a  Number  of  armed 
Men,  as  if  with  a  Defign  to  feize 
them.  Leaving  his  Guard  at  the 
Door,  he  entered  the  Houfe,  and 
taking  the  Speaker’s  Chair,  made  a 
Speech  to  them,  on  what  he  was 
come  about;  but  looking  round, 
and  finding  the  accufed  Perfons  not 
there  (for  they  had  flipped  away 
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but  juft  before)  he  told  tlie  Houfe 
he  expefted  they  fhould  fend  them 
to  him,  as  foon  as  they  returned ; 
and  then  departed,  the  Members 
crying  out,  Privilege  !  Privilege  ! 
And  immediately  the  Hcufe  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  next  Day ;  when 
being  met,  they  voted  that  the  King  — 
had  violated  the  Privileges  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  adjourned  to  the  nth, 
having  appointed  a  Committee  to 
fit  in  the  mean  Time  at  Guildhall ; 
from  whence,  on  the  faid  Day,  they 
were  conducted  to  Wejlminjler ,  as  it 
were  in  Triumph,  attended  with 
numerous  Guards  from  the  City, 
both  by  Land  and  Water.  The 
Day  before,  the  King  not  caring  to 
run  the  Rifk  of  any  Affront  from  the 
Populace,  removed  with  his  Family 
from  Whitehall  to  Han.pton-Court , 
from  thence  to  Windfor,  and  at  laft 
to  York. 

Two  Days  after  his  Departure, 
he  fent  a  Meffage  to  both  Houfes, 
telling  them  he  would  wave  his 
Proceedings  againft  the  fix  Mem¬ 
bers,  and  be  as  careful  of  their  Pri¬ 
vileges,  as  of  his  own  Life  and 
Crown.  Two  Days  after  that,  he 
fent  another,  to  the  fame  Effedt ; 
and  on  February  2,  offered  a  general 
Pardon ;  but  all  was  to  no  Pur¬ 
pofe,  the  Wound  was  too  deep 
to  be  healed;  the  Commons  made 
a  large  Declaration  againft  the  late 
Adtion,  impeached  the  Attorney- 
General  for  what  he  had  done, 
and  committed  him  to  Prifon. 
Moreover,  they  fet  a  Guard  about 
the  Yovier,  fent  Sir  John  Hotham 
to  take  Poffeffion  of  Hull,  where 
was  a  great  Magazine  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  and  ordered  him  to 
keep  it  for  the  Parliament,  under- 
ftanding  that  the  King  had  a  De¬ 
fign  to  fecure  it  for  himfelf.  And 
then,  upon  the  King’s  fending  a 
Meffage  with  fome  Propofitions, 
which  feemed  only  deiigned  to  a- 
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tnufe  them,  and  gain  Time,  they 
returned  for  Anfiver*  that,  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  do  what  his  Majefty 
delired,  it  was  necelTary,  that  the 
Militia  fhould  be  put  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Parliament.  Both  Houles, 
foon  after,  prefented  a  Petition  to 
the  fame  Purpofe ;  and  the  De¬ 
bates  about  the  Militia  between 
the  King  and  Parliament,  in  Pe¬ 
titions,  Meffages,  Anfwers  and  Re¬ 
plies,  continued  from  January  till 
1  the  End  of  May :  the  Parliament 
being  refoived  to  divefl  him  of  it, 
not  thinking  it  fafe  to  trull:  to  his 
Promifes,  whilft,  by  his  having  the 
I  Command  of  the  Militia,  it  was 
I  in  his  Power  to  break  them  ;  and 
the  King  being  as  refolutely  bent 
not  to  deliver  it  up.  At  laid,  the 
"Parliament  refoived  to  fettle  the  Mi¬ 
litia  without  him,  publilhed  their 
Ordinance  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
commanded  all  Perfons  to  be  obedi¬ 
ent  to  it.  The  King,  cn  May  27, 
ilfued  a  Proclamation  to  forbid  the 
putting  the  Ordinance  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  Execution  ;  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  their  Turn;  publifhed  a 
Declaration,  forbidding  all  Perfons 
'  to  obey  the  King’s  Proclamation. 

Whilft  the  A.ffair  of  the  Militia 
was  in  Agitation,  the  King  took 
feverai  Steps  which  increafed  the 
Parliament’s  Dillruft  and  Sufpicion. 
In  February,  he  fent  the  Queen  over 
to  Holland,  to  buy  up  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  putting  the  Crown- 
Jewels  into  her  Hands  for  that  Pur¬ 
pofe.  On  April  23,  1642,-  he  ap¬ 
peared  before  Hull  with  300  Horfe, 
in  ordef  to  take  it  out  of  the  Hands 
of  the  Parliament ;  but  had  the 
Mortification  to  find  the  Gates  Ihut 
againlt  him.  Sir  John  Hot  ham  was 
fummoned  feverai  Times  to  open 
them,  but  he  peremptorily  refilled  : 
Upon  which  the  King  caufed  him 
to  be  proclaimed  a  Traitor  by  two 
Heralds,  and  departed.  On  May 


12,  he  fummoned  the  Gentry  of 
Yorkjhire  to  appear  before  him,  and 
told  them  he  was  refoived  to  have 
a  Guard.  The  Guard  was  raifed 
accordingly,  and  the  Command 
given  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Up¬ 
on  this,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
publilhed  a  Declaration,  that  it  was 
againft  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of 
the  Kingdom  for  any  of  the  Sub¬ 
jects  to  be  commanded  by  the  King 
to  attend  him  at  his  Pleafure ;  and 
that  whofoever,  on  Pretence  of  his 
Majelty’s  Command,  lhall  take 
Arms,  fhall  be  elteemed  Ddturbers 
of  the  publick  Peace. 

The  next  Day,  May  20,  the 
Commons  voted,  1.  That  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  King,  feduced  by 
wicked  Counfels,  intends  to  make 
War  ag-ainlt  the  Parliament.  2.  That 

O  _ 

whenfoever  the  King  makes  War 
upon  the  Parliament,  it  is  a  Breach 
of  the  Truft  repofed  in  him  by 
his  People,  contrary  to  his  Oath, 
and  tending  to  the  Dilfolution  of 
the  Government.  3.  That  who¬ 
foever  lhall  ferve  or  aflift  him  in 
fuch  Wars,  are  Traitors  by  the 
fundamental  Laws  of  the  King¬ 
dom.  Thus  the  Breach  between 
the  King  and  Parliament  grew 
every  Day  wider,  and  the  mutual 
Dillruft:  became  incurable,  whilft  by 
the  numerous  Papers  that  palled 
between  them,  they  fought  only  to 
amufe  each  other,  for  the  fake  of 
gaining  Time,  to  be  the  better  pre¬ 
pared  lor  countermining  each  other’s 
Defigns. 

Though  a  War  was  already  re¬ 
foived  on  by  both  Sides,  yet  each 
thought  fit  to  ufe  fome  Ceremony, 
in  order  to  call  the  Blame  upon  the 
other  in  the  Eye  of  the  People. 
It  was  with  this  View  only,  that 
the  Parliament,  on  Jane  2,  lent  19 
Propolitions  to  the  King,  as  the 
Means  of  reftoring  a  good  Under- 
Handing  between  him  and  his  Par- 
X  2  liameijt. 
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liament..  But  they  were  of  fuch  a 
Nature,  that  they  could  not  think 
the  King  would  agree  to  them  ;  and 
accordingly  he  rejetted  them  with 
Scorn.  And  now  molt  of  the  King’s 
Friends  in  both  Houfes,  feeing 
a  War  unavoidable,  left  the  Par¬ 
liament,  and  attended  on  the  King 
at  York ;  and  among  them,  the 
Lord-Keeper  Littleton  with  the  Great 
Seal. 

Both  Sides  now  prepared  openly 
for  War.  On  June  10,  the  two 
Houfes  publilhed  Propofals  for  bor¬ 
rowing  Money  and  Plate  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Kingdom.  On  the 
15th,  the  King  granted  feveral 
Commiflions  of  Array  for  levying 
Troops,  and  the  Parliament  drew 
up  a  Declaration  againft  them.  On 
the  12th  of  July,  the  Commons 
voted,  and  with  them  the  Lords  a- 
greed,  that  an  Army  fhould  be  raif- 
ed,  and  the  Command  thereof  given 
to  Robert  Devereicx  Earl  of  EJJ'ex. 
And  on  Augujl  22,  the  King,  in  a 
folemn  Manner,  fet  up  his  Standard 
at  Nottingham,  having  before,  by 
Proclamation,  commanded  all  Men, 
who  could  bear  Arms,  to  repair  to 
it  on  the  faid  Day. 

Notwithstanding  the  King’s  Pro¬ 
clamation,  the  People  did  not  come 
in  as  was  expetted,  and  he  was  yet 
but  very  badly  provided  for  the 
War.  In  this  Condition  he  fent  a 
Melfage  to  the  two  Houfes,  Augufl 
25,  with  fome  Overtures  towards  a 
Treaty,  but  offered  nothing  new; 
and  Meffages,  Anfwers  and  Replies, 
between  his  Majeliy  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  continued  for  fome  Weeks, 
without  any  Effett,  whilft  both  Sides 
were  carrying  on  their  Preparations 
for  War. 

On  September  9,  the  Earl  of  EJfex 
fet  out  from  Lotidon,  to  put  himfelf 
at  the  Head  of  the  Parliament’s 
Forces,  that  were  aflembled  at  North¬ 
ampton,  to  the  Number  of  about 


16,000.  The  King,  not  being  fafe 
at  Nottingham,  marched  towards  the 
Borders  of  Wales,  and  being  receiv¬ 
ed  at  Shrewjbury,  where  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  declared  for  him,  his  Army 
foon  increafed  to  14,000.  At  ail 
the  confiderable  Places  through 
which  he  paffed,  upon  the  Refort 
of  the  Gentry  and  People,  he  made 
a  folemn  Proteflation  of  the  Since¬ 
rity  of  his  Intentions  for  the  Good 
of  the  Publick. 

The  firft  Encounter  in  this  War 
was  at  Pczvick- Bridge,  near  W or- 
cejler,  between  Prince  Rupert,  the 
King’s  Nephew,  who  was  detached 
to  guard  a  Convoy  of  Money  and 
Plate  from  Oxford,  and  Colonel  San¬ 
dy  s,  who  was  fent  by  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fex,  with  a  Party  of  the  Parliament’s 
Forces,  to  take  PofTeffion  of  Worcef- 
ter.  The  Prince  fell  fuddenly  upon 
them  and  defeated  them,  killing 
Colonel  Sandys  and  feveral  of  his 
Men,  and  then  attended  the  Convoy 
fafe  to  Shreaujbury.  The  Earl  of  Ef- 
fex  came  the  next  Day,  and  took  Pof- 
felTion  of  Worcefer,  and  foon  after 
fecured  Gloucefter  and  Brifol  for  the 
Parliament. 

On  Oftober  23,  a  great  Battle  was 
fought  between  the  two  Armies,  at 
Keynton,  or  Edge-Bill,  in  Warnuick- 
Jhire.  The  King’s  Troops  at  liril 
had  the  Advantage*  bat  Prince  Ru¬ 
pert  purfuing  EJJ'ex’s  routed  Cavalry 
too  far,  the  Foot  of  the  Royal  Army 
was  fo  prelfed  by  the  Parliamentari¬ 
ans,  that  they  were  in  Danger  of  be¬ 
ing  totally  defeated.  Both  Sides 
claimed  the  Vittory,  tho’,  in  Truth, 
it  feemed  to  be  no  more  than  a  drawn 
Battle  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  both 
Sides  fuftained  very  great  Lofs,  the 
Number  of  the  Slain  on  the  Field  of 
Battle  being  about  5000.  The  next 
Day  they  faced  one  another  from 
Morning  till  Evening,  without  either 
defiring  to  renew  the  Fight.  The 
King  took  B anbury -Caftlc  two  or 

three 
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three  Days  after,  and  then  retired 
to  Oxford.  The  Day  before  the 
.Battle  the  Parliament  publilhed  their 
Declaration  of  the  Grounds  and 
Caufes  of  their  taking  Arms,  re- 
fledting  feverely  on  the  King’s  Con- 
dudt,  as  infincere. 

Whilft  People’s  Minds  were  full 
of  Terror  on  account  of  the  late 
Battle,  the  King’s  Friends  in  the 
City  and  Parliament  (for  he  had 
Hill  fome  there  to  promote  his  In  • 
terell)  took  the  Advantage  to  prefs 
for  a  Peace.  The  Parliament  could 
not  avoid  Teeming  to  comply,  and 
accordingly  fent  to  his  Majelty; 
to  defire  a  fafe  Conduit,  for  a 
Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
to  attend  him  with  a  Petition  for  a 
Treaty;  which  the  King  granted. 
In  the  mean  Time,  being  en¬ 
couraged,  as  it  is  thought,  by  his 
Friends  in  the  Parliament  and  Ci¬ 
ty,  he  began  to  march  towards 
London ,  whether  with  a  Defign  to 
furprize  the  City,  or  to  raife  fuch 
Commotions  there,  as  might  turn 
to  his  Advantage.  The  Earl  of 
EJfex,  having  Notice  of  the  King’s 
March,  followed  him,  and  arrived 
with  his  Army  near  London,  about 
the  fame  Time  that  the  King-  ar- 
rived  at  Colnbrook,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  Parliament’s  Petition, 
to  which  he  returned  a  gracious 
Anfwer ;  fo  that  they  fent  Orders 
to  their  Forces  to  forbear  all  Aits 
of  Hoftility.  But  in  a  few  Hours 
after  the  Departure  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  from  his  Majefty,  he  began 
to  march  towards  Brentford,  where 
fome  of  the  Parliament’s  Troops 
were  quartered.  As  foon  as  he  ar¬ 
rived,  November  12,  he  attacked  the 
Town,  and,  after  a  fharp  Fight, 
wherein  many  of  the  Parliament’s 
Men  were  llain,  and  others  drove 
into  the  River,  became  Mailer  of 
the  Place.  The  Earl  of  Effex  was 
fitt  ng  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  at 
that  Time,  and  immediately  polled 


to  his  Army,  which  the  Parliament 
took  fuch  expeditious  Meafures 
to  llrengthen,  by  ordering  the  Lord- 
Mayor  to  fend  out  the  City  T rained- 
Bands,  that  the  King,  thinking  not 
fit  to  hazard  a  Battle,  which  EJfex 
was  making  the  necelfary  Pre¬ 
parations  for,  withdrew  to  Kingjion , 
and  from  thence  again  to  Ox¬ 
ford.  This  Aition,  whilll  a  Trea¬ 
ty  was  depending,  proved  of  no 
Service  to  his  Majelty’s  Reputa¬ 
tion. 

Several  pretty  fmart  Skirmifhes 
and  Affaults  foon  happened  in 
different  Parts  of  the  Nation  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  between  the  Earl  of  Nevu- 
c  a  file,  who  had  raifed  a  confidera- 
ble  Army  for  the  King  in  the 
North,  and  Fet  dinando  Lord  Fair¬ 
fax,  who  commanded  for  the 
Parliament  in  thofe  Parts.  Some¬ 
times  one  Side  got  the  better, 
and  fometimes  the  other,  though 
thefe  Aitions  were  in  themfelves 
of  no  great  Importance :  The  chief 
were  at  Piercebrig,  Tadiajltr,  and 
Gijborough.  Sir  'Thomas  Fairfax, 
Lord  Fairfax's  Son,  attacked  the 
Town  of  Leeds,  and  took  it  by 
Storm.  At  the  fame  Time,  Sir 
William  Waller  was  very  active 
for  the  Parliament  in  the  South : 
He  took  Farnham-Cafle,  'and  made 
the  Garrifon  Prifoners  of  War ; 
and  Ihortly  after,  Wtnchefter  and 
Chichejler.  Marlborough  was  taken 
by  Storm,  plundered  and  burnt,  by 
fome  of  the  King’s  Forces;  and 
Cirencefer  was  taken  by  Prince 
Rupert.  Litchfield  was  taken  for 
the  Parliament,  by  a  Party  under 
the  Lord  Brooke,  but  he  loft  his 
Life  in  the  Action. 

On  March  19,  1642-3,  there 

was  a  fharp  Fight  at  Salt-heath 
near  Stafford ,  which  lafted  four 
Hours,  till,  the  Earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  being  llain,  the  Purl; ament's 
Troops  got  the  Vidtory.  The 
fame  Day  Sir  William  Waller  fe 
X  3  upo* 
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upon  the  Lord  Herbert,  as  lie  was 
belieging  Gioucefter,  killed  500  of 
his  Men,  and  took  igoo  Pn toners. 
And  about  the  fame  Time,  Sir 
Ralph  Hopton  defeated  a  Party  of 
/  Parliamentarians  at  Braddock-Down 
in  Cornwall,  flew  Abundance  of 
them,  and  took  izoo  Priloners. 
But  it  is  needlefs  to  mention  all  the 
little.  Encounters,  Skirmilhes,  and 
Sieges,  that  happened  during  this 
bloody  Civil  War, 

The  Year  1643  began  with  a 
Treaty  for  Peace,  which  was  held 
at  Oxford,  between  the  King  and 
Commiffioners  from  the  Parliament. 
The  Conferences  were  frequent, 
and  fbrnetimes  held  till  late  at 
Night.;  and  in  one  of  them,  when 
the  Commiffioners  prefled  the  King 
upon  a  very  material  Point,  he 
promifed  at  laft  to  give  them  a 
fatisiaclory  Anfwer  in  Writing,  tire 
next  Morning;  but  having,  in  the 
mean  Time,  confulted  with  fome 
that  were  about  him,  they  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  (as  Whitelock  fays) 
to  alter  his.. Mind,  fo  that  he  gave 
the  Commiffioners  an  Anfwer  quite 
contrary  to  .what  he  had  promifed; 
the  Confequence  of  which  was, ' 
that  the  Treaty  broke  off,  on  April 
15,  without  Succefs.  Prefendy  af¬ 
ter,  Reading  was  believed  and  taken 
by  the  Earl  of  EJfiex ;  as  Birming¬ 
ham  and  Litchfield  were  by  Prince 
Rupert,  and  Hereford  bv  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Waller,  whiiit  the  Treaty  was 
on  foot. 

On  May  z6,  the  Earl  of  Stamford, 
the  pailiament’s  General  in  the 
l Heft,  was  defeated  by  Sir  Ralph 
Hop  ten,  in  the  Battle  of  Stratton. 

On  J'iptoe  18,  there  was  a  Fight 
in  Chaldgra-ve- Field,  in  which  the 
famous  Mr.  Hampden,  a  great  Lea¬ 
der  in  the  Parliament,  was  (lain. 
His  Death  was  foon  followed  by 
that  of  Mr.  Pym,  a  Perfon  of  great . 
Abilities,  -  and  the  moll-  leaning 
Man  amongfl  them.  About  this 
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Time,  alfo,  feveral  deferted  the  Par¬ 
liament  and  went  over  to  the  King ; 
but  fome  of  them  afterwards  came 
back  again.  Among  thofe  who 
turned  againll  the  Parliament,  were 
Sir  John  Hot  ham,  and  his  Son,  who 
had  oppofed  the  King  at  Hull. 
They  had  formed  a  Defign,  at  laft, 
to  deliver  up  Hull  to  the  King ; 
but  the  Plot  being  difeovered 
juft  before  it  was  to  have  been 
executed,  they  were  both  feized, 
and  fent  up  to  London,  where  they 
were  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  con¬ 
demned,  and  beheaded  on  Rower- 
Hill 

A  Plot  was  alfo  difeovered,  of 
ftill  more  Importance,  which  was 
to  feize  on  fome  of  the  leading 
Members,  furprize  the  City,  and 
bring  the  King  up  to  diffolve  the 
Parliament.  The  chief  Confpira- 
tors  were  Mr.  Edmund  Waller, 
Rompkins  and  Chaloner.  The  two 
laft  were  hanged  ;  but  Mr.  Waller 
was  reprieved,  and,  after  a  Year’s 
Imprifonment,  purchafed  his  Life 
for  10,000 /.  This  v^'as  the  fa¬ 
mous  Poet,  whole  Pieces  we  have 
now  extant. 

The  Queen  having  landed  at 
Burlington,  and  ftaid  fome  Time 
at  York,  at  length  joined  her  Royal 
Confort  at  Oxford,  with  a  good 
Body  of  Troops,  and  a  conflderable 
Quantity  of  Artillery  and  Ammu¬ 
nition,  which  Ihe  brought  over  from 
Holland. 

On  July.  5,  was  fought  the  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Lanjcicwn,  in  which,  though 
the  Marquefs  of  Hertford,  who  com¬ 
manded  for  the  King,  loft  almoft 
ail  his  Hcrfe,  yet  Sir  William  Wal¬ 
ler  was  at  laft  compelled  to  quit 
the  Field.  But  Sir  William  met 
with  a  worfe  Fate  on  the  13  th, 
when,  at  Roundway  -  Down  in  Wilt - 
Jhire,  he  was  entirely  defeated,  5 
or  6000  of  his  Men  being  killed, 
and  900  made  Prifoners. 

Another  Addition  to  the  King’s 
Strength, 
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Strength,  was  the  concluding,  by 
his  Order,  a  Cefiation  of  Arms 
with  the  Irijh ,  that  he  might  have 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Forces  employ¬ 
ed  there,  again!!  the  Parliament  in 
England.  But  this  Meafure  was  re- 
prefented  fo  odious  and  fo  popilh, 
that  it  did  more  Mifchief  to  the 
King’s  Character,  than  it  added 
Strength  to  his  Party. 

On  July  22,  Prince  Rupert  took 
Brijlol  from  the  Parliament.  And 
on  Augujl  io,  the  King  laid  Siege 
to  Gloucejler,  but  the  Earl  of  EJfex 
approaching  with  his  Army,  he 
thought  fit  to  raife  it,  after  he  had 
fat  down  before  the  Place  almolt  a 
Month,  during  all  which  Time  the 
Befleged  made  a  brave  and  vigorous 
Defence.  The  Earl,  in  his  Depar¬ 
ture  from  Gloucefier ,  made  himfelf 
Mailer  of  Cirencefter. 

On  September  20,  a  long  and 
bloody  Battle  was  fought  at  New¬ 
bury.  It  continued  from  Morning 
until  late  at  Night,  when  the  King- 
retired  with  his  Army,  having  loll 
above  20  Officers  of  Note ;  as  alfo 
the  Lord  Falkland ,  Secretary  of 
State.  He  was  dilfuaded  by  his 
Friends  from  going  into  the  Fight, 
which  he  need  not  have  done,  as 
being  no  military  Officer  :  But  he 
laid,  he  was  weary  of  the  limes,  and 
forefaw  much  Mijery  to  his  Country, 
and  hoped  he  Jhould  he  out  of  it  ere 
Night  ;  and  fo  rulhing  into  the  Bat¬ 
tle,  he  was  flain,  in  the  34th  Year 
of  his  Age.  On  the  25th,  Prince 
Maurice,  Brother  to  Prince  Rupert, 
took  Exeter  for  the  King. 

This  Year,  Oliver  Cromwell, 
Member  for  the  Town  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  who  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  War  had  been  very  adtive 
and  vigilant  for  the  Parliament, 
began  as  ( Whitelock  expreffes  it)  to 
appear  to  the  World,  and  to  be 
more  than  ordinarily  taken  Notice 
of,  for  his  military  Skill  and  Cou¬ 
rage.  He  did  good  Service -for  the 
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Parliament,  when  he  was  only 
a  Captain,  which  foon  railed  him 
to  the  Degree  of  Colonel,  when 
his  Services  increafed  with  his 
Advancement  ;  and  now  he  was 
made  Lieutenant-General  to  the 
Earl  of  Manchefer,  [Lord  Kimbcl - 
ton]  the  Parliament’s  General  for 
Ef'ex,  and  the  adjoining  Counties. 
About  the  End  of  July,  the  Earl 
of  Newcafle,  defigning  to  beliege 
Gainfborougb,  fent  a  large  Detach¬ 
ment  of  Horfe  and  Dragoons, 
under  his  Brother,  Lieutenant- 
General  Cavendijh,  to  fummon  the 
Town,  whilll  himfelf  marched  af¬ 
ter  with  the  Foot.  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well  arriving  at  the  fame  Time, 
to  fupply  the  Place  with  Provilioris, 
though  greatly  inferior  in  Num¬ 
ber,  fell  refolutely  upon  this  De¬ 
tachment,  and  entirely  defeated 
them,  killing  many  of  their  Officers, 
and  among  them  Cavendijh  him¬ 
felf.  After  which  he  retreated  in 
good  Order,  being  not  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  face  Newcafle’s  whole 
Army  ;  who  foon  after  took  Pof- 
feffion  both  of  Gainjborough  and 
Lincoln. 

After  this,  the  Earl  of  Newcafle 
belieged  Hull  for  feveral  Weeks ; 
but  >on  Odober  11,  the  Garrifon 
made  fuch  a  vigorous  Sally  as  for¬ 
ced  him  to  raiie  the  Siege.  The 
fame  Day,  a  ilrong  Party  of  Horfe 
and  Dragoons,  commanded  by  the 
Lord  Widdrington,  was  defeated, 
near  Horn-Cafile,  by  the  Earl  of 
Manchefer ’s  Troops,  chiefly  by  the 
Bravery  of  Cromwell,  though  he 
was  in  great  Danger  in  the  Ac¬ 
tion,  having  his  Horfe  killed  un¬ 
der  him,  and  being  again  knocked 
down  as  he  was  riling.  About 
1500  of  the  Royalilts  were  killed 
in  this  Engagement,  among  whom 
were  the  Lord  Widdrington,  Sir 
Ingram  H opt  on,  and  ether Perfcns  of 
Quality.  Jn^  purfuance  of  this 
Victory,  the  Earl  of  Mcmcbefkt 
X  4  marched 


m?  hed  direflly  to  Lincoln,  an 
took  '  Qtorm. 

IN'  i  long  aftgr,  theKi  thought 

fir,  by  proclamation,  to  ummor. 
fucjx  Lords  and  Common  as  had 
deferred  the  Parliament  at  Weft  min? 
fh>.r ,  to  meet  as  a  Parliament  at 
Gxfcrd.  Accordingly  they  aifem- 
bied  on  January  22,  1643-4,  and 
Pat  until  Ay iil  the  j6th  following, 
when  they  were  prorogued  to  Octo¬ 
ber,  but  never  met  again.  They  did 
little  of  Moment,  except  helping 
the  King  to  Money,  which  was  the 
chief  End  for  which  they  were  call¬ 
ed  together. 

The  King  vifibly  gained  Ground 
of  the  Parliament  laft  Year,  and 
therefore  the  two  Houfes  thought 
St  neceffary  to  call  the  Scots  to  their 
A}d.  This  was  what  the  Prefby- 
terians,  who  now  prevailed  in  the 
Parliament,  wanted  ;  for  the  Scots 
would  not  give  their  Afliftance  to 
the  Parliament  of  England,  but  on 
Condition  of  their  bringing  the 
Church  of  England  to  a  Confor¬ 
mity  with  that  of  Scotland.  And 
therefore,  the  firft  Article  in  the 
Treaty,  that  was  made  on  this  Oc- 
Cgliop,  was,  that  the  Solemn  League 
and.  Covenant  Ihould  be  fworn  to 
and  fubfcribed  by  both  Kingdoms ; 
whereby,  among  other  Things,  they 
engaged  to  endeavour  the  Extirpa¬ 
tion  of  Prelacy,  (or  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Church  by  Bilhops) 
and  the  Eftablilhment  of  Prcfby- 
terianifm  in  its  Room.  The  Cove¬ 
nant  was  accordingly  fent  into 
England,  and  taken  by  all  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Divines,  then  fitting  at 
Wejlminjler  to  confider  of  a  Re¬ 
formation  in  the  Church. 

In  purfuance  of  the  Trpaty  a- 
bove  mentioned,  the  Scots  Army 
entered  England,  about  the  Time 
that  the  Oxford  Parliament  met : 
It  confided  of  1 8,000  Foot,  and 
jpoo  Horfe,  under  the  Command 


of  the  Earl  of  Lenient,  and  pafled 
the  77 ne  on  February  28,  at  fome 
.  fiance  from  Newcajlle.  The  Earl 
(now  Marquefs)  of  Nenvcajlle  march¬ 
ed  fiom  York  to  oppofe  or  retard, 
their  Paffsge  ;  leaving  Colonel  Bel- 
lafs  to  command  in  that  City,  with 
a  g<  od  Body  of  Troops.  The 
Lord  Fairfax,  upon  this,  advan¬ 
ced  towards  York,  and  wrote  to 
his  Son  to  meet  him  at  fuch  a  Place. 
To  hinder  their  Junilion,  Bel- 
lafs  marched  from  York,  and  poll¬ 
ed  himfelf  at  Selby.  Here,  being 
joined,  April  11,  1644,  they  en¬ 
tirely  defeated  Bellafs,  took  him 
Prifoner,  with  1600  Men,  and 
killed  not  a  few.  And  now  the 
Marquefs  of  Newcajlie,  apprehen- 
five  of  being  hemmed  in  between 
the  Scotch  Army,  and  that  of  the 
Fairfaxes,  made  all  the  Halle  he 
could  back  to  York,  and  lhut  him¬ 
felf  up  in  that  City.  He  had  not 
befen  long  there,  before  the  two 
Armies,  being  joined,  came  and 
fat  down  before  it ;  and  Ihortly 
after,  the  Earl  of  Mauchefer,  with 
Cromwell,  advanced  to  ilrengthen 
the  Siege :  But  upon  the  News  of 
Prince  Rupert's  Approach  with  a 
numerous  Army,  they  raifed  the 
Siege  on  June  30,  and  went  and 
polled  themfelves  at  Marf  on-Moor. 
Here  the  Prince,  not  fatisfied  with 
his  having  relieved  York,  refolved 
to  fight  them,  contrary  to  the  Mar¬ 
quefs  of  Nenvcajlle's  Opinion,  whom 
he  treated  very  haughtily.  The 
Armies  faced  one  another  two 
Hours,  (a  deep  Ditch  being  be¬ 
tween  them)  waiting  who  Ihould 
begin.  At  length,  between  fix  and 
feven  in  the  Evening,  July  2,  the 
Parliament  Generals  gave  the  Sig¬ 
nal,  and  both  Armies  were  en¬ 
gaged.  The  Battle  was  obllinate 
and  bloody,  and  fought  fome  Time 
with  doubtful  Succefs  :  But  at  laft. 
Prince  Rupert  was  entirely  routed, 
and  the  Parliamentarians  got  4 
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'complete  Vi&ory,  which  was  ow¬ 
ning,  in  great  Meafure,  to  Crom- 
.nvell’s  Valour  and  good  Conduft. 
The  Marquefs  of  Newcafle,  pre- 
fentiy  after,  left  the  Kingdom,  and 
-returned  no  more  until  after  the 
Reftoration  ;  and  Prince  Rupert, 
abandoning  York,  inarched  towards 
Chefter,  with  the  Remains  of  his 
Army.  York  was  now  furrendered 
to  the  Parliament  Generals,  upon 
honourable  Te;  ms,  by  Sir  Thomas 
Glenham ,  who  had  been  left  Gover- 
nc  of  it ;  and  the  Scotch  Army, 
inarching  northward,  took  Newcafle 
iby  jtorm,  on  October  19. 

Let  us  now  take  a  Ihort  View  of 
:  the  chief  Actions  in  other  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom  this  Year. 

March  29,  Sir  William  Waller 
defeated  the  Lord  Hopton,  on  Che- 
riton-Down,  near  Alresford ;  having 
belorc  recovered  Arundel-Cafle,  in 
which  the  famous  Mr.  Chilhngwortb 
was  made  a  Prifoner,  and  died  foon 
after. 

The  Earl  of  EJfex  and  Waller, 
after  this,  marched  to  befiege  Ox¬ 
ford  ;  but  the  King  having  found 
Means  to  withdraw  from  that  City, 
with  Part  of  his  Army,  they  laid 
by  their  Defign ;  EJfex  marching 
into  the  Wejl,  and  Waller  follow¬ 
ing  the  King,  who  was  retired  to 
Worcefter.  The  Queen,  upon  Ef- 
fex’s  Approach,  left  Exeter,  where 
{he  had  been  lately  delivered  of 
the  Princefs  Henrietta,  and  withdrew 
into  France. 

On  June  29,  there  was  a  Fight 
at  Cropedy-Bridge,  between  the  King 
and  Waller,  wherein  the  latter  was 
worded. 

The  King  then  followed  EJfex  in¬ 
to  the  Wef,  where  he  penned  him 
up  in  Cornwall,  and  reduced  him  to 
fuch  Extremity,  that  having  lucki¬ 
ly  found  Means  to  fave  his  Caval¬ 
ry,  he  withdrew  by  Ship  to  Ply¬ 
mouth ,  leaving  his  Foot  with  Ma¬ 


jor-General  Skippott,  who  capitu¬ 
lated  for  them  with  the  King,' and 
they  were  permitted  to  retire,  leav¬ 
ing  their  Arms  behind  them. 

The  King,  upon  this  Advantage, 
thought  of  marching  direftly  to 
Loiidon ;  but  altering  his  Refolution,  , 
upon  the  Vigilance  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  recruiting  their  Armies, 
and  the  People  not  coming  in  to 
him,  at  the  Places  through  which 
he  palTed,  as  he  expefted,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  retire  to  his  old  Quar¬ 
ters  at  Oxford .  But  firft  he  had  a 
Mind  to  take  Bennington  Cajlle,  and 
fo  marched  to  Newbury,  which  is 
about  a  Mile  from  it.  Upon  this, 
the  three  Armies  of  the  Parliament, 
under  EJfex,  Manchejler1,  and  Waller , 
being  joined,  advanced  thither  alfo. 

And  here  a  fecond  Battle  was 
fought,  on  Odlober  27,  as  obftinate 
as  the  former,  each  Side  repulfing 
the  other  by  Turns.  The  King 
in  the  End  had  the  word  of  it, 
though  he  was  far  from  being  en¬ 
tirely  routed.  He  drew  off  in  the 
Night,  leaving  his  Cannon  and 
Baggage  in  Dennington-Cafle.  He 
might  have  come  worfe  off,  if  there 
had  not  been  a  Diffention  among 
the  Parliament  Generals ;  which 
he  being  apprized  of,  returned  a 
few  Days  after  with  his  Army,  and 
took  away  what  he  had  left  in  the 
Caftle  in  Sight  of  the  Enemy, 
without  their  offering  to  engage 
him.  The  Earl  of  EJfex  had  quit¬ 
ted  the  Army,  fome  Days  before 
the  Battle ;  and  Cromwell  after-  J 
wards  accufed  the  Earl  of  Manchef- 
ter  of  not  having  done  his  Duty  in 
it,  infmuating,  that  he  was  afraid 
of  putting  too  fpeedy  an  End  to  the 
War;  which,  according  to  the  Par¬ 
liament,  could  not  be  fafely  done, 
without  fufficiently  humbling  the 
King. 

Charles  Lewis,  the  Elector  Pa- . — p- 
latine,  Brother  pev  Prince  Rupert,  en 
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«ame  to  London  this  Year,  to  refide 
there  under  the  Proteftion  of  the 
Parliament,  who  allowed  him  an 
honourable  Penlion. 

On  January  4,  1644-5,  Lords 
paffed  the  Ordinance  for  laying  afide 
the  Book  of  Common-Prayer ,  and 
eftablilhing  the  Dircdory,  which  had 
been  drawn  up  by  the  Affembly  of 
Divines.  And  thus  the  Prefbyterian 
Worflfp  was  appointed  in  the 
Church  of  England ,  to  the  great  Joy 
of  the  Scots,  and  many  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Members  of  both  Houfes.  A 
Bill  of  Attainder  again!!  Archbilhop 
Laud  having  paffed  both  Houfes,  he 
was  beheaded : on  the  10th  of  the 
fame  Month. 

On  the  30th,  a  Treaty  began  at 
Uxbridge ,  between  Commillioners 
from  the  King  and  Parliament,  in 
order  to  a  Peace  ;  but  it  had  no  bet¬ 
ter  Succefs  than  that  at  Oxford. 
Both  Sides  was  defirous  of  a  Peace, 
but  it  was  in  their  own  Way,  other- 
wife  both  chofe  to  continue  the 
War  ;  the  King,  rather  than  part 
with  his  Prerogative  ;  and  the  Par¬ 
liament,  rather  than  leave  it  in  his 
Power  to  govern  as  formerly  :  So 
that,  though  there  was  no  LikeH- 
hood  of  thefe  Treaties  coming  to 
any  Tiling,  yet  both  Sides  were 
willing  to  Ihew  a  Delire  of  Peace, 
if  it  was  only  to  amufe  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  take  Advantage  of  one 
another. 

A  Party,  about  this  Time,  fprang 
up,  that  in  the  End  got  the  better 
both  of  the  King  and  Parliament. 
Thefe  were  the  Independants,  fo 
called  from  their  being  againlt 
the  Dependency  of  Churches,  and 
confequently  again!!  all  national 
Churches,  as  well  Prefbyterian  as 
Epifcopal.  They  were  at  fir!!  uni¬ 
ted  with  the  Prefbyterians  in  Par¬ 
liament,  and  went  Hand  in  Hand 
with  them,  until  they  had  got  the 
King  in  their  Power,  and,  then 
they  began  to  aft  more  openly. 


Qliruer  Cromwell,  a  Perfon  of  un¬ 
common  Valour,  great  Parts,  and 
profound  Diffimulation,  was  their 
chief  Patron  ;  he  made  ufe  of 
them  to  pull  down  the  Power  of 
the  Prefbyterians,  who  at  this  Time 
bore  all  the  Sway,  and  were  as- 
rigid  again!!  ail  who  conformed  not 
to  then-  new  Plierarchy,  as  ever 
the  Bilhops  had  been.  To  the  [n- 
dependants  were  joined  other  re¬ 
ligious  Sefts,  equally  Enemies  to 
the  PMbyterians,  as  alfo  the  Re¬ 
publicans  of  all  Sorts,  who  were 
Enemies  to  Monarchy  •  but  all 
ufually  confounded,  by  our  Hilio- 
rians,  under  the  general  Name  of 
Independants.  The  fir!!  Thing  was 
to  get  the  Army  on  their  Side, 
in  order  to  which,  it  was  neceffary 
to  have  it  new  modelled.  This 
was  artfully  brought  about,  chief¬ 
ly  by  Cromwell’ s  Means,  on  Pre¬ 
tence  of  putting  a  more  fpeedy 
End  to  the  War.  At  the  fame 
Time,  he  and  his  Affociates  took 
Advantage  of  the  Complaints  a- 
gaini!  the  Partiality  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  engro ffin'g  all  Places  of 
Trull  and  Profit  to  themfelves,  to 
get  an  Ordinance  paffed  for  exclude- 
ing  all  Members  of  Parliament  from- 
all  Offices  Civil  and  Military  ;  which 
was  called  the  Self-de?iying  Ordi¬ 
nance.  By  Virtue  of  this  Ordi¬ 
nance,  the  Earl  of  Effex ,  the  Earl 
of  Manchefer,  Sir  William  Waller, 
Major-General  Majfey,  and  others, 
generally  Favourers  of  the  Preffiy- 
terian  Party,  were,  in  1645,  re¬ 
moved  from  their  Commands  in  the 
Army  ;  and  thofe  put  in  their  Room, 
who  were  Friends  to  the  Ind. pend¬ 
ants.  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax ,  who 
was  commiflioned  General  of  the 
new-modelled  Army,  was  indeed 
a  Prelbyterian,  and  Cromwell  him- 
felf  il.ll  pretended  to  be  fo,  the 
better  to  carry  on  his  fecret  De- 
figns  in  the  Parliament,  and  with 
the  new  General,  over  whom  he 
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lad  fuch  an  Influence,  that  he  made 
him  do  jull  as  he  pleafed. 
r  Whilil  the  General  was  at  Wind- 
fur,  forming  his  Army  upon  the 
lew  Model,  he  was  ordered  by 
he  Committee  of  both  Kingdoms, 
o  fend  a  Party  of  Horfe  to  lie  be- 
ween  Oxford  and  Wore  eft  sr,  to  in- 
ercept  fome  Troops  that  were 
narching  to  join  the  King  ;  and 
hey  recommended  Cromwell  for  that 
service  ;  who,  about  the.  End  of 
April,  met  with  a  Brigade  of  the 
king’s  Horfe,  confifting  of  four 
\egiments,  at  IJlip- Bridge,  and  en- 
:irely  defeated  them. 

L  The  King  took  the  Field  on  May 
7,  and,  on  the  30th,  took  LeiceJ- 
:er  by  Storm.  Upon-. this,  Fair¬ 
fax  was  ordered  to  raife  the  Siege 
of  Oxford,  which  he  had  till  be¬ 
gun,  and  to  keep  clofe  to  the  King, 
-fie  marched  therefore  on  June  7, 
md  being  appreheniive  a  Battle 
would  foon  enfue,  wrote  to  the 
Parliament  to  difpenfe  with  Crom¬ 
well’s  Ablence  from  the  Houfe,  and 
appoint  him  Lieutenant-General 
of  the  Horfe  ;  which  was  done  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  he  was  the  only 
Member  cf  Parliament,  who  kept 
his  Pod  in  the  Army,  after  the 
Self-denying  Ordinance,  of  which  he 
himfelf  had  been  the  chief  Pro¬ 
moter.  If  this  was  owing  to  his 
Intrigues,  it  mud  be  equally  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  Opinion  the  Parliament 
had  of  his  Ability  and  rare  Talents 
for  War. 

Cromwell  having  accordingly 
joined  Fairfax,  on  June  14,  was 
fought  the  famous  Battle  of  Nafeby 
in  Northamptonjhire,  which  decided 
:he  Quarrel  between  the  King  and 
:he  Parliament.  Prince  Rupert, 
who  commanded  the  King’s  Right 
Wing,  gave  the  firll  Charge,  and 
engaged  the  Parliament’s  Left  Wing, 
tommanded  by  Colonel  Ireton,  with 
f«ch  Refolqtion,  that  he  foon  put 
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them  to  Flight.  But  wliilft  he 
puriued  the  flying  Troops  too  far, 
Cromwell,  who  commanded  the 
Parliament’s  Right  Wing,  charged 
fo  furioufly  on  the  King’s  Left 
Wing,  commanded  by  Sir  Manna - 
duke  Longdale,  that  he  forced  them 
from  their  Body,  and  quite  broke 
them  and  their  Referve.  After 
which,  joining  with  Fairfax,  he 
charged  the  King’s  Foot,  who  had 
beaten  the  Parliament’s,  and  thought 
themlelves  fure  of  the  Victory ; 
but  being  now  in  Confuflon,  and 
having  no  Horfe  to  fupport  them, 
they  were  eaflly  routed  by  Fairfax 
and  Cromwell.  Prince  Rupert  at 
lalt  came  back  and  joined  the  King, 
but  not  being  able  to  rally  their  bro¬ 
ken  Troops,  they  were  forced  to 
quit  the  Field,  leaving  a  ccmpleat 
Vidlory  to  the  Parliament’s  Forces. 
Above  150  of  the  King’s  Officers 
and  Gentlemen  of  Quality  were 
flain,  molt  of  his  Foot  were  made 
Prifoners,  all  his  Cannon  and  Bag¬ 
gage  taken,  with  8000  Arms,  and 
other  rich  Booty  ;  among  which  was 
alfo  the  King’s  Cabinet,  with  his 
moll  fecret  Papers,  and  Letters  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  Queen  ;  which 
fhewed  how  contrary  his  Ccunfels- 
with  her  were  to  thofe  he  declared  to 
the  Kingdom. 

After  this  fignal  Vidlory,  nothing 
could  Hand  before  the  Parliament’s 
Forces.  Leicefier  was  retaken  four 
Days  after  ;  and  then  Fairfax 
marching  into  the  Weft,  relieved 
Taunton,  and  defeated  General  Goring 
at  Langport.  This  was  foon  followed 
by  the  Taking  of  Bridgewater,  Bath , 
and  Sherburn  ;  whilft  Cromwell  made 
himfelf  Mailer  of  the  Caille  of  the 
Devizes,  of  Winchefter  City  and 
Caille,  and  took  Bafing-Houfe  by. 
Storm.  Briftol  was  furrendered  by 
Prince  Rupert,  September  10.  And 
the  King,  marching  to  the  Relief  of 
Chefter,  was  defeated  near  that  City 
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by  the  Parliament’s  Forces,  Septem¬ 
ber  z 4.  He  narrowly  efcaped  into 
Wales,  and  from  thence  retired  to 
Oxford ,  November  6.  From  whence 
be  lent  MefTage  after  Meffage  to  the 
two  Houfes  for  a  Perfonal  Treaty, 
but  all  to  no  Purpofe.  The  total 
Abolition  of  Epifcopacy,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  which  the  Parliament  in¬ 
filled  upon,  he  would  never  cor.fent 
to.  In  the  North,  the  Scots  Army 
took  Carlijle  in  June,  and  Pomfret 
and  Scarborough  Caitles  furrender- 
ed  to  the  Parliament  in  July. 

January  i  8,  1645-6,  Fairfax  took 
Thartmouth  by  Storm,  and  defeated 
the  Lord  Hopton  at  'Torrington,  Fe¬ 
bruary  18.  After  this,  he  purfued 
him  into  Cornwall,  and  fo  pent 
him  up,  that  on  March  14,  he  ca¬ 
pitulated,  his  whole  Army  to  be 
difbanded  in  fix  Days,  and  all  the 
Horfes  and  Arms  to  be  delivered 
up  to  Fairfax ,  who,  by  the  Sur¬ 
render  of  Exeter ,  April  6,  1646, 
compleated  the  Reduftion  of  the 
Weft  to  the  Power  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

After  this,  it  was  refolved  to  lay 
Siege  to  Oxford ,  where  the  King 
was:  But  upon  Fairfax* &  Ap¬ 
proach,  his  Majefty  made  his  Ef- 
cape,  and  went  and  threw  himfelf 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Scots  Army, 
then  lying  before  Newark.  He  ar¬ 
rived  there  on  May  6,  1646,  and 
piefently  after,  ordered  Newark 
to  be  lurrendered  to  them.  Then 
they  marched  to  Newcaftle,  carry¬ 
ing  the  King  with  them  ;  from 
whence  he  fent  more  Melfages  to 
the  Parliament,  and  they  fent  him 
their  Propofitions,  which  he  did  not 
think,  fit  to  agree  to.  Oxford  furren- 
dcred  June  22,  and  the  tew  remain¬ 
ing  Garrifons  foon  after.  And  thus 
the  whole  Kingdom  was  fubje&ed  to 
the  Obedience  of  the  two  Houfes. 

And  now  the  Parliament  confult- 
cd  how  to  get  the  King  out  of  the 
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Hands  of  the  Scots,  and  to  fend 
them  back  into  their  own  Country. 
At  laft,  it  was  agreed,  that  they 
fhould  have  400,000  /.  for  the  Ar¬ 
rears  due  to  them,  one  Moiety  to 
be  paid  before  their  going  home, 
and  the  other  at  Hated  Times.  And 
fo  after  feveral  Debates  about  the 
Difpofal  of  the  King’s  Perfon,  the 
Scots  having  received  the  200,000  /> 
On  January  <30,  1646-7,  delivered- 
him  up  to  the  Commiifioners  of  the 
Parliament  of  England,  who  were 
fent  down  to  Newcaftle  to  receive 
him.  The  fame  Day  their  Army 
began  to  march  for  Scotland,  and 
the  King  was  conducted  to  Holmby- 
Houfe  in  Northamptonfhire ;  where 
he  arrived,  February  16. 

The  King  being  fubdued,  the 
Conquerors  began  now  to  fall  out 
among  themfelves.  This  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  different  Views  of  the 
Prefhyterians  and  Independants :  The 
former  were  for  grafping  at  the  whole 
Power,  and  fuppreffing  all  who 
would  not  conform  to  their  Efta- 
blifhment,  whom  they  branded  with 
the  Name  of  Sectaries.  The  Inde¬ 
pendants  were  fworn  Enemies  to 
their  Hierarchy,  and  were  for  fuch 
a  Settlement,  .wherein  Liberty  of 
Confcience  might  be  fecured,  as 
well  again!!  Prefbytery  as  Epifcopa¬ 
cy.  The  Parliament  and  the  City 
of  London  were  moftly  Prelbyterians, 
and  the  Army  almolt  wholly  Inde¬ 
pendants.  The  Parliament  there¬ 
fore,  in  order  to  crufh  the  Indepen¬ 
dants,  were  prefently  for  breaking 
the  Army,  by  fending  fome  into  Ire¬ 
land,  and  dilbanding  the  reft.  But 
the  Army  refolved  not  to  difband  or 
feparate,  till  fuch  a  Settlement  was 
made  as  they  defired.  Thus  the  In- 
dependants  were  determined  to  ruin 
the  Prelbyterians,  to  prevent  their 
own  Deltruftion.  In  order  to 
this,  Cromwell,  whilft  he  feemed 
to  go  with  the  Parliament,  artfully 
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promoted  a  Spirit  of  Difcontent  and 
Oppofition  in  the  Army.  He  had 
feveral  Officers,  who  adted  by  his 
Direction,  as  Ireton,  Rainfborough , 
Fleetwood,  Lambert,  Harrifon,  &c. 
who  appeared  openly  in  the  Bufi- 
nefs,  whilft  he  acted  more  fecretly 
and  underhand.  And  the  Death  of 
the  Earl  of  EJJex,  which  happened 
September  26,  1646,  made  it  eafier 
lor  him  to  carry  on  his  Defigns. 
To  ltrengthen  themfelves  the  more 
againft  the  Defigns  of  the  Prelby- 
terians  in  Parliament,  the  common 
Soldiers,  no  doubt  at  the  Inlliga- 
tion  of  fome  of  their  Leaders,  formed 
,  a  new  Council,  called  the  Council  of 
Agitators,  by  chufing  Deputies  out 
of  each  Regiment,  few  above  the 
Degree  of  Corporals  and  Serjeants, 
to  manage  their  Affairs,  and  debate 
about  Matters  to  be  brought  to  the 
General’s  Council  of  Officers.  The 
JAnimofities  increaiing  more  and 
more,  it  was  feared  the  Parliament, 
the  better  to  fubdue  the  Army, 
would  clofe  with  the  King  almoft 
on  any  Terms.  Wherefore  the  A- 
gitators,  being  inftigated,  as  it  is 
thought,  by  Cromwell,  fent  Cornet 
'Joyce,  one  of  their  Body,  with  a 
' Detachment  of  50  Horfe,  to  take 
the  King  from  the  Parliament’s 
Commiffioners  at  Holmby,  and  bring 
him  away  to  the  Army  ;  which  he 
boldly  and  refolutely  effected,  on 
June  4,  1647.  Thus  the  Army, 
being  Mailers  of  the  King’s  Per- 
fon,  in  a  little  Time  became  Maf- 
ters  of  the  Parliament  too,  and 
managed  every  Thing  jult  as  they 
pleafed ;  agreeably  to  what  Crom¬ 
well  is  reported  to  have  faid  to  his 
intimate  Friends,  That  novo  be  had 
got  the  King  into  his  Hands,  he  had 
the  Parliament  in  his  Pocket, 

On  June  16,  the  Army  drfew  up 
a  Charge  of  Treafon  againft  11 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Prelhyte- 


rian  Party,  for  betraying  the  Caufe 
of  the  Parliament,  endeavouring  to 
break  and  deitroy  the  Army, 
Thefe  were  Hollis,  Stapleton,  Clot- 
worthy,  Glyn,  Nichols,  Long,  Lewis , 
Harley,  Waller,  Majfey,  and  May¬ 
nard:  Nor  would  they  be  fatisfied 
till  they  withdrew  from  the  Houle  j 
which  was  all  the  Army  wanted. 

The  Parliament  had  fettled  the 
Militia  of  London,  according  to  the 
Defire  of  the  Citizens,  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Prelbyterians  ;  but  being 
over-awed  by  the  Army,  they  re¬ 
voked  their  Ordinance,  and  fettled 
it  as  it  was  before.  Upon  this  the 
Common-Council  petitioned  to  have 
it  again  fettled  in  their  own  Way  : 
And  at  the  fame  Time,  July  26,  a 
great  Multitude  of  Citizens,  young 
Men  and  Apprentices,  ftirred  up,  no 
doubt,  by  the  leading  Prelbyterians 
in  the  City,  came  in  a  tumultuous 
Manner  to  the  Parliament-Houfe, 
and  compelled  them  by  Threats 
and  Violence  to  do  it,  and  alfo  to 
vote  that  the  King  Ihould  come 
to  London.  Then  they  adjourned 
for  fome  Days  ;  and  in  the  mean 
Time,  the  two  Speakers,  and  a  great 
many  Members  of  both  Houles, 
fled  to  the  Army  for  Protection. 
When  the  Remnant  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  met,  they  chofe  them  new 
Speakers,  and  paiied  feveral  Votes, 
difagreeable  to  the  Army.  Upon 
this  the  Army  marched  to  London , 
where  the  Citizens  were  railing 
Forces,  rellored  the  two  Speakers 
and  the  Members  to  their  Seat-, 
on  Augujl  6,  and  made  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  revoke  all  that  had  been 
done  fince  July  26.  And  from  this 
Time,  the  two  Houfes  were  wholly 
governed  by  the  Army. 

As  to  the  King,  he  was  obliged 
to  attend  all  the  Motions  of  the 
Army  fince  his  late  Seizure,  till, 
upon  their  Approach  to  London,  he 
was  conduced  to  Ha  >pton. Court, 

Augujl 
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Augujl  24.  He  was  treated  with 
great  Refpedl  and  Civility,  by  the 
Heads  of  the  Army,  and  had  all 
due  Honours  paid  him,  though,  in 
Reality,  he  was  no  better  than  their 
Prifoner.  Cromwell  was  a  (dually  in 
Treaty  with  him  to  reftore  him,  and 
it  is  very  likely,  he  was  fincere  in 
it.  Nay,  even  the  Agitators  of  the 
Army  were  once  for  reftoring  him, 
and  Propofals  were  drawn  up  for 
his  Aftent ;  but  upon  his  Majefty’s 
rejecting  them,  they  tnrned  as  vio¬ 
lently  againft  him,  imagining  that 
he  was  more  inclined  to  the  Scots 
and  Prelbyterians  than  to  them. 
And  now  they  were  very  much 
enraged  againft  Cromwell ,  as  fup- 
pofing  him  to  be  ftill  carrying  cn 
fome  private  Treaty  with  the  King, 
fo  that  he  was  under  a  Neceflity, 
in  order  to  prefer ve  himfelf,  to 
reconcile  himfelf  to  them,  and 
wholly  to  abandon  the  King’s  In- 
tereft.  Others  fuppofe  the  Reafon 
to  be,  his  having  difcovered,  by  in¬ 
tercepted  Letters  to  the  Queen, 
that  the  King  did  not  deal  fin- 
cerely  with  him  ;  upon  which  he 
complained  that  the  King  could  not 
be  trufted.  Others  will  have  Crfon- 
well’s  whole  Conduct  towards  the 
King  to  be  nothing  but  Hypocrify 
and  Diflimulation.  However  it  be, 
the  whole  Army  was  at  laft  united 
againft  the  King.  Some  Time 
before  Cromwell’  s  Reconciliation 
with  the  Agitators,  they  were  fo 
furious,  that  they  threatened  to 
feize  on  the  Perfon  of  the  King ; 
and  upon  Cromwell’s  advertifing 
him  of  the  Danger  he  was  in, 
his  Majefty  efcaped  in  the  Night 
from  Hampton-Court,  and,  on  No¬ 
vember  13,  went  over  to  the  IJle  of 
Wight,  to  Colonel  Haimnond  the 
Governor,  who  lodged  him  in  Ca- 
riJbrook-CaJlle,  where  he  was  as 
much  a  Prifoner  as  he  was  before. 
But  fome  think,  that  his  Majefty’s 


going  thither  was  purely  the  Efteci 
of  Cromwell’s  Artifice,  that  h: 
might  have  the  more  Leifure  tt 
purfue  the  Proje&s  he  had  formed 
However  this  be,  (for  this  is  a  verj 
daik  and  obfcure  Period,  whereir 
the  Politicks  of  Men  and  Partie: 
were  laid  very  deep,)  upon  th: 
King’s  reje&ing  the  four  Bills  the 
Parliament  fent  him,  as  Prelimina- 
riefe  to  a  Perfonal  Treaty,  one  o: 
which  was  for  invefting  the  Mi¬ 
litia  in  the  two  Houfes,  there  wer< 
many  bitter  Speeches  made  again!’ 
him  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
particularly  by  Cromwell  and  Ireton  : 
and,  at  laft,  the  ffoufe  refolv- 
ed,  January  3,  1647-8,  (being  ftil 
under  the  Influence  Of  the  Army,] 
That  no  more  Addrenes  fhouid  be 
made  to  the  King,  nor  Meflagc: 
received  from  him  ;  and  to  this, 
the  Lords  fome  Days  after  agreed, 
the  Army  now  promifing  to  ad¬ 
here  to  the  Parliament  againft  the 
King,  on  whom  Hammond  wa< 
ordered  to  have  a  ftridler  Guard 
than  before,  upon  Information  thal 
Endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  ref- 
cue  him.  The  King  had  con¬ 
cluded  a  private  Treaty  with  the 
Scots  Commiffioners,  a  little  be¬ 
fore  he  rejected  the  Parliament’s  four 
Bills. 

The  King  being  reduced  to  this 
melancholy  Condition,  by  Means  oi 
the  Army,  his  Friends,  who  ever 
fince  the  Beginning  of  the  Wat 
were  called  Cavaliers,  (as  the  op- 
pofite  Party  were  called  Round- 
heads,  from  the  riotous  Appren¬ 
tices  having  their  Hair  cut  ftiort 
and  round)  began  to  ftir  for  him 
in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
in  which  they  were  joined  by  the 
Prefbytevans,  from  thejr  Hatred 
to  the  Independants.  Even  the 
Parliament,  who  were  ftill  raoll- 
ly  Prefbyterians,  though  they  had 
loft  their  Leaders,  had  not  -gone 
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Such  Lengths  againft  the  King,  if 
jthey  had  not  been  over-awed  by  the " 
"Army.  What  much  encouraged  the 
Infurre&ions  in  England,  was  the 
Profpedft  of  a  powerful  Afliftance 
[from  Scotland  :  For  the  Scots,  not 
being  confulted  in  the  laft  Propo¬ 
rtions  to  the  King,  were  offended  ; 
and  it  was  known,  that,  purfuant 
to  the  Treaty  between  the  King  and 
■  them,  they  were  to  invade  England 
with  a  great  Army,  which  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  who  made  ufe  of 
the  Covenant  only  as  a  Pretence, 
had  found  Means  to  raife,  and  of 
which  he  was  declared  General, 
contrary  to  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Kirk  Commiffioners,  and  the  zealous 
Covenanters,  headed  by  theMarquefs 
Lof  Argtle. 

f  Thele  Troubles  broke  out  pretty 
early  in  the  Year  1648.  The  firft 
who  took  Arms  were  the  Weljh, 
under  Major-General  Langhorn,  and 
the  Colonels  Poyer  and  Powel,  all 

I  three  formerly  zealous  for  the  Par¬ 
liament.  They  had  feized  l'everal 
Places,  and  were  near  8000  ftrong. 
They  were  firft  defeated  by  Colonel 
Horton,  lent  before  by  Cromwell  ; 
who  arriving  foon  after,  and  having 
taken  fome  Places  in  his  March, 
by  the  Surrender  of  Pembroke-Cajlle 
upon  Articles,  after  a  Siege  of 
above  a  Month,  put  an  entire  End 
to  the  Commotions  in  Wales.  Lang¬ 
horn,  Poyer,  and  Powel,  who  fur- 
rendered  Prifoners  at  Difcretion, 
being  condemned,  fome  Time  after, 
by  a  Court-Martial,  only  one  of 
them  was  to  die,  for  which  they 
were  to  draw  Lots  ;  which  falling 
on  Poyer,  he  was  accordingly  Ihot  to 
Death. 

In  the  mean  Time  General  Fair¬ 
fax  (now  a  Lord  by  the  Death  of 
his  Father)  fuccefsfully  oppofed  the 
Ma.contents  in  Kent,  under  Goring, 
who  had  been  made  Earl  of  Norwich. 
He  defeated  him  at  Maidjlane,  and 
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drove  him  with  his  Men  into  EJfex , 
where  feveral  had  rofe  for  the  King, 
under  Lord  Capel,  Sir  Charles  Lu¬ 
cas,  and  Sir  George  Lijle.  Fie 
forced  them  to  lhut  themfelves  up  in 
Colchejler,  where  they  endured  a 
long  Siege,  and  at  laft  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  lurrender.  Lucas  and  Lijle 
were  fhoc  to  Death  ;  and  Goring , 
and  Capel,  were  lent  Prifoners  to 
Windfor-Cajtle,  Some  Time  be¬ 
fore  the  Earl  of  Holland,  Vil¬ 
li  ers  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and 
his  Brother  Francis,  were  defeated 
at  Kingjlon  upon  Lb  antes,  by  Colo¬ 
nel  Livefey.  The  Earl  was  taken 
Prifoner,  the  Duke  fled  into  France , 
and  the  Lord  Francis  was  flain. 

The  Scots  Army  under  Duke  Ha¬ 
milton,  amounting  to  near  20,000, 
entered  England  in  July,  and  were 
joined  by  about  5000  Englijb,  un¬ 
der  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale.  Crom¬ 
well,  after  he  had  linilhed  his  Work 
in  Wales,  marched  with  all  Expe¬ 
dition  to  join  Lambert  in  the  North  ; 
and  Augujl  17,  near  Prejlon  in  Lan- 
cajhire,  totally  routed  and  dilperfed 
this  great  Army,  the  Duke  in  his 
Flight  being'  taken  Prifoner.  Crom- 
well  then  marched  directly  into  Scot¬ 
land,  and  arriving  at  Edinburgh,  di- 
velled  the  Hamiltonian  Party  of  their 
Authority  ;  and  after  having  been 
greatly  careffed  and  magnificently 
treated,  returned  in  Triumph  to 
England. 

At  the  Beginning  of  thefe  Trou¬ 
bles,  the  Prelbyterian  Party,  in  the 
Houfe,  in  the  City,  and  other  Places, 
began  to  refume  their  Courage.  Se¬ 
veral  Petitions  were  prefen  ted  for  a 
Perfonai  Treaty  with  the  King ;  and 
when  the  Army  was  removed  from 
London  into  different  Parts  of  the 
Nation,  the  fecluded  Members  and 
others  who  had  abfented  themfelves 
having  returned  to  their  Seats,  the 
Votes  of  no  more  Addrcffes  were 
repealed,  and  it  was  refolvcd  by 

both 
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both  Houfes,  to  enter  into  a  Perfo- 
nal  T reaty  with  the  King,  that  New¬ 
port  in  the  ljle  of  Wight  ffiould  be 
the  Place  of  Treaty,  and  that  his 
Majefty  ffiould  be  there  with  Ho¬ 
nour,  Freedom,  and  Safety;  .and 
five  Lords,  and  ten  Commoners, 
were  nominated  Commiflioners  for 
this  Treaty.  But  the  Debates  were 
fo  artfully  Ipun  out  by  the  Inde¬ 
pendants  in  the  Houfe,  efpecially 
Sir  Henry  Vane,  who  feemed  to  con- 
fent  to  the  Treaty  on  purpofe  to 
delay  it  by  ftarting  new  Difficulties, 
that  it  was  not  agreed  upon,  till 
Cromwell  had  finiffied  Matters  in 
Wales ,  and  was  marched  towards 
the  North.  And  Vane  being  named 
one  of  the  Commiflioners,  ufed  the 
fame  Arts  to  delay  Matters  after¬ 
wards,  fo  that  the  Treaty  did  not 
begin  till  the  1 8th  of  September ,  a 
Month  after  Cromwell  had  defeated 
the  Scots,  and  the  Army  had  been 
every  where  victorious.  By  the 
fame  Means  the  Treaty  itfelf  was 
prolonged,  till  Cromwell  had  fent 
Part  of  his  Troops  to  reinforce  Fair¬ 
fax,  who  then  had  his  Head-Quar¬ 
ters  at  Windfor.  And  now  the  Ar¬ 
my  was  refolved  to  break  off  the 
Treaty  by  Force*  Accordingly  Co¬ 
lonel  Ewer,  on  November  iS,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Commons  a  Rcmon- 
ff ranee  from  the  Army,  wherein  they 
defired,  That  the  Treaty  might  be 
laid  afide,  and  that  the  King  might 
come  no  more  to  Government,  but 
be  brought  to  Juftice,  as  the  capi¬ 
tal  Caufe  of  all  the  Evils  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  of  fo  much'  Blood 
being  Ihed.  This  was  in  Purfuance 
of  Petitions  againfl:  the  Treaty,  and 
for  juftice  on  the  King,  prefented  to 
the  General  from  the  feveral  Regi¬ 
ments,  particularly  from  thofe  under 
Cromwell,  whilft  he  was  yet  in  the 
North,  on  his  Return  from  Scotland. 

Anu  now  the  Face  of  the  unhap¬ 
py  King  came  on  apace.  Cn  No- 
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member  2 1 ,  the  General  recalled  Co¬ 
lonel  Hammond  from  th  zlfe  of  Wight , 
and  fent  Cclonel  Ewer  to  take- 
Charge  of  the  King’s  Perfon,  who 
kept  him  in  ftrid  Cuftody.  On 
the  30th,  his  Majefty  was  brought 
over  to  Hurf-Cafle  in  Ha?npjhire ; 
and  the  Army  marched  towards 
London,  and  publilhed  a  Declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Reafons  of  their  take- 
ing  this  Step.  Two  Days  after,  the 
General  and  other  Officers,  with  fe¬ 
veral  Regiments,  came  and  quar¬ 
tered  at  Whitehall,  St.  James's,  the 
Meufe,  and  other  Places  thereabouts. 
Notwithitanding  this,  the  Com¬ 
mons,  on  Monday,  December  4,  re¬ 
fumed  the  Debates  on  the  King’s 
Conceflions,  which  continuing  all 
Day  and  Night  till  Five  in  the 
Morning,  they  at  laft  voted,  That 
the  Paid  Conceflions  were  fufficient 
Grounds  for  fettling  the  Peace  of 
the  Kingdom  ;  and  then  adjourned 
to  Wednefday.  On  which  Day,  fome 
Regiments  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  hav- 
ing  poffeffed  themfelves  of  all  the 
Avenues  to  the  Parliament -Houfe, 
feized  on  one-and-forty  Members  -» 
as  they  offered  to  go  in,  and  the 
next  Day  denied  Entrance  to  near  4 
an  Hundred  more.  Thus  the  Pref- 
byterians  being  excluded,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  from  this  Time  con- 
fifted  wholly  of  Independants  and  - 
their  Friends,  who  were  difpofed  to 
comply  with  whatever  the  Army 
did  a  ted.  Cromwell  arrived  in  Town 
the  Night  between  thefe  two  Inter¬ 
ruptions,  and  the  next  Day  received 
the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  his 
great  Services. 

On  December  23,  the  Commons 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up 
a  Charge  againfl;  the  King,  who  a- 
bout  the  fame  Time  was  brought 
from  Hurf-Cafle  to  Windfor,  where 
the  Council  of  War  ordered  all 
the  ufual  Ceremonies,  fuch  as  ferv- 
ing  him  upon  the  Knee,  to  be  laid 

afide. 
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afule.  Soon  after,  the  Committee 
reported  an  Ordinance  for  impeach- 
1  ing  Charles  Stuart,  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  of  High-Treafon  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  Janu¬ 
ary  2,  1648-9,  was  carried  up  to  the 
Lords  for  their  Concurrence ;  and 
upon  their  rejecting  it,  the  Com¬ 
mons  voted,  1 .  That  the  People  are, 
under  God,  the  Original  of  all  jujl 
Power.  2.  That  the  Commons  ^/'Eng¬ 
land,  chofen  by,  and  reprefenting  the 
People,  are  the  fupreme  Power  of  the 
Nation.  3.  That  whatfoever  is  en¬ 
abled  or  declared for  Law,  by  the  Co?n- 
mons  affembled  in  Parliament,  hath 
the  Force  of  a  Law,  though  the  Confent 
!  of  the  King  and  Houfe  of  Peers  be  not 

■  had  thereto.  At  the  fame  Time  they 
;  made  an  Ordinance  for  erecting  a 

High-Court  ofjuftice,  for  trying  the 
•  King,  who  was  brought  from  Wind- 
\for  to  St.  James’s  on  the  19th.  The 
j:  next  Day  this  unprecedented  Trial 
began,  the  Court  fitting  in  Wefl- 

■  minfer-Hall,  having  chofen  Ser¬ 
jeant  Bradjhaw  for  thpir  Prefident. 

1?  The  Subftance  of  the  Charge  was, 

:  That  the  King  had  endeavoured  to 
1  fet  up  a  tyrannical  Power,  and  to 
that  End  had  raifed  and  maintained 

■  a  cruet  War  againlt  the  Parliament. 
The  King  behaved  with  Dignity, 
making  no  other  Anfwer,  but  deny¬ 
ing  the  Authority  of  the  Court. 

,  The  fame  he  did  on  the  2  2d,  and 
r  23d.  At  laid,  being  brought  before 
them  a  fourth  Time,  on  January  27, 
he  earneftly  defired,  before  Sentence, 
to  be  heard  before  the  Lords  and 
Commons  (intending,  asitisthought, 
to  refign  his  Crown  to  his  eldeft 
Son  ;)  but  his  Requefl  was  not  grant¬ 
ed,  And  fo,  ftill  perfifting  in  dif- 


owning  the  jBrifdiclion  of  the  Court, 
and  cunfequently  in  his  Refufal  ra 
anfwer  to  the  Chafge,  his  Silence 
was  taken  for  a  Ccnfelfion,  and  Sen¬ 
tence  of  Death  was  palled  upon  him  : 
Furfuant  to  which,  he  was,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  30,  beheaded  on  a  Scaffold  creel¬ 
ed  in  the  Street  near  the  Win  lews 
of  the  B an.  quoting- Houfe  at  White¬ 
hall,  (hewing  as  great  a  Firmnefs, 
Refolution,  and  Refignation  to  the 
laft,  as  he  had  done  in  all  his  Suf¬ 
ferings.  The  Day  before  his  Exe¬ 
cution,  he  was  permitted  to  fee  his 
Children,  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  and 
the  Duke  of  Gloucejltr,  the  only  ones 
then  in  England-,  which  was,  per¬ 
haps,  as  tender  a  Scene  as  is  to  be 
met  with  in  Hiftory. 

King  Charles  was  certainly  a  Man 
of  great  Abilities,  and  many  excel¬ 
lent  Qualities.  He  was  flri&ly  fo-  - 
ber,  chafte,  temperate,  and  conftant 
in  his  Devotions,  both  pubiick  and 
private.  Happy  had  it  been  for 
himfelf,  and  the  Nation,  if  he  1  ad 
been  as  good  a  King,  as  he  was  a 
Man.  His  aiming  at  more  power 
than  the  Conllitution  allowed,  was 
the  firfi:  Caufe  of  his  Misfortunes : 
The  falfe  Steps  afterwards  commit¬ 
ted,  the  Afcendant  the  Queen,  and 
thofe  he  trufied,  had  over  him,  in- 
creafed  the  Dillempers  of  his  Reign  : 
And  his  lofing  entirely  the  Confi-  - 
dence  of  his  People,  with  the  claih- 
ing  Interefts  of  Parties,  violent  and 
furious  in  their  Oppofition  to  each 
other,  at  lalt  compleated  his  Ruin,- 
after  a  troublefome  Reign  of  23 
Years,  10  Months,  ana  3  Days. 
His  Corple  was  carried  to  W'indjor , 
and  privately  interred  in  St.  George's 
Chapel. 
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The  COMMONWEALTH  of  England. 


AFTER  the  Death  of  King 
Charles  I.  theie  was  an 
Interregnum  of  eleven  Years  and 
four  Months,  during  which  Time 
there  was  a  total  Eclipfe  of  the 
Royal  Family,  and  the  Government 
of  England  underwent  various  Forms 
and  Shapes.  The  firft  was  that  of 
a  pure  Democracy  or  Commonwealth ; 
for  the  King  was  no  fooner  dead, 
but  the  Remnant  of  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  called  afterwards  the 
Rump,  fcarce  above  eighty  in  Num¬ 
ber,  but  many  of  them  Men  of  a 
furprizing  Genius  and  an  uncom¬ 
mon  Capacity,  afl'uming  to  them- 
felves  the  Name  of  Parliament,  palled 
an  Aft,  forbidding  the  Proclaiming 
of  Charles  Stuart,  eldeft  Son  of  the 
late  King,  or  any  other  Perfon, 
upon  Pain  of  High-Treafon.  Then 
they  refolved,  that  thofe  who  had 
aflented  to  the  Vote*  that  the  late 
King’s  Conceffions  were  a  Ground 
to  proceed  to  a  Settlement,  Ihould 
not  '*>e  re-admitted  to  fit  as  Mem¬ 
bers  ;  who  were  therefore  com¬ 
monly  called  the  fecluded  Members. 
On  February  5,  they  voted  that  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  was  ufelefs  and 
dangerous  ;  and  accordingly  palied 
an  Aft  for  abolilhing  it.  The 
Lords  had  only  the  Liberty  allowed 
them,  of  being  elefted  Members 
of  Parliament,  in  common  with 
other  Subjefts ;  which  fome  few 
of  them  accepted,  as  the  Earls  of 
Pembroke  and  Salijbury ,  and  the 
Lord  Edward  Howard ;  but  the 
greeted  Part  rejefted  it.  Then,  to 
compleat  the  Work,  they  refolved 
and  declared,  that  as  the  Office  of 
King  in  this  Nation  had  been  found 
to  be  unneceflary,  burthenfome,  and 
dangerous  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
iPecpie,  it  fhouid  therefore  be  ut¬ 


terly  abolifhed  ;  and  that  the  Na¬ 
tion  lhould  be  governed  by  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People  un¬ 
der  the  Form  of  a  Commonwealth. 
A  new  Oath,  called  the  Engagement, 
was  enjoined,  to  be  true  and  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  Government  eftablilhed 
without  King  Or  Houfe  of  Peers. 
A  new  Great- Seal  was  prepared, 
which  was  committed  to  certain 
Perfons,  under  the  Title  of  the 
Keepers  of  the  Liberty  of  England  by 
the  Authority  of  Parliament ;  and  all 
Writs  and  publick  Orders  were  to 
run  in  their  Name.  And  finally,  a 
Council  of  State  was  appointed, 
confifting  of  39  Perfons,  for  the. 
Adminiflration  of  publick  Affairs 
under  the  Parliament;  whofe  Powers 
were  to  continue  for  one  whole 
Year,  and  then  a  new  Council  of 
State  to  be  chofen.  And  thus  the 
Commonwealth  Government  was 
fully  eftablilhed. 

In  March,  a  new  High-Court  of 
Juftice  was  erefted,  of  which  Brad- 
Jhaw  was  again  Prefident,  for  the 
Trial  of  Duke  Hamilton,  (as  Earl 
of  Cambridge)  the  Earls  of  Holland 
and  Norwich,  the  Lord  Capel,  ai.d 
Sir  'John  Owen,  for  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  late  Invafion  and 
Infurreftions.  They  were  all  con¬ 
demned  to  die  :  But  upon  their 
petitioning  the  Parliament,  their 
Pardon  or  Execution  was  to  be 
determined  by  the  Votes  of  the 
Houfe;  when  Duke  Hamilton  and 
Lord  Capel  were  call,  and  Sir 
John  Owen  faved,  by  a  confidera- 
ble  Majority.  The  Houfe  being 
equally  divided  as  to  the  Earls  of 
Holland  and  Norwich,  the  former 
was  call,  and  the  latter  faved  by 
the  fingle  Vote  of  the  Speaker. 
Accordingly  Hamilton ,  Holland,  and 
3  Capel, 
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Capel,  were  foon  after  beheaded  on  a 
Scaffold  before  Wejlminfter-Hall. 

It  was  now  thought  fit  to  abolilh 
the  Council  of  Agitators,  who  were 
faid  at  firll  to  have  been  fet  up  by 
Cromwell  and  his  Affociates,  to  op- 
pofe  the  Prelbyterians  Projedt  of  dif- 
|  banding  the  Army,  in  order  to  ruin 
the  Independants.  They  had  now 
done  their  Mailer’s  Work,  and  had 
been  the  chief  Inftruments  in  all  the 
late  Tranfadlions.  And,  left  they 
Ihould  take  it  in  their  Heads  to 
carry  Matters  farther  than  the  pre- 
l'ent  Rulers  (between  whom  and 
the  Officers  of  the  Army  there  was 
'  now  a  perfedt  Harmony)  cared  they 
ihould,  thofe  who  at  firll  fet  them 
up,  judged  it  expedient  to  put  them 
down  ;  which  was  at  length  effedted 
by  Fairfax  and  Cromwell,  though 
not  without  much  Difficulty  from 
the  Oppofition  they  made,  and  fome 
j  Effufion  of  Blood. 

The  Parliament  (as  the  Remnant 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
now  called)  had  not  been  long  in 
PoffelTioo  of  the  fupreme  Autho¬ 
rity,  before  they  found  it  neceffary 
II  to  turn  their  Thoughts  towards 
Ireland.  After  the  Marquefs  of 
'  Ormond  had  made  a  Treaty  with 
the  Irijb,  and,  in  Confequence  of 
that  Treaty,  the  Englijh  Forces' 
were  called  home,  to  affift  the  King 
againll  the  Parliament,  the  Irijh 
treacheroufly  broke  the  Articles, 
and  joining  againll  the  Marquefs, 
would  have  furprized  him,  if  he 
had  not  efcaped  to  Dublin ;  but 
being  in  no  Condition  to  keep 
it  for  the  King,  rather  than  deliver 
it  up  to  the  Irijb ,  he  gave  it  up 
to  the  Englif)  lent  over  by  the 
Parliament,  (who  made  Colonel 
Jones  Governor  of  it)  and  came 
over  to  England  fome  Time  before 
the  King’s  Death,  from  whence  he 
afterwards  repaired  to  the  Prince. 
And  now  the  Irijh  folicited  his 
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Return,  promiling  hereafter  to  fub- 
mit  to  him  as  the  King’s  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  He  therefore  went  back, 
and  put  h-mfelf  at  the  Head  of 
the  Irijh  Army ;  and  having  taken 
feveral  Places,  was  preparing  to 
befiege  Dublin.  In  this  Exigency, 
the  Governors  of  the  new  Com¬ 
monwealth  thought  fit  to  fend  over 
a  good  Body  of  Forces  for  the 
Relief  of  Ireland.  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well  was  appointed  General  for 
this  Expedition,  and  Lord  Gover¬ 
nor  of  that  Ifland,  bsth  for  Ci¬ 
vil  and  Military  Affairs,  for  three 
Years.  He  loft  no  Time  in  making 
all  the  neceflary  Preparations  for 
his  Departure,  and,  in  the  mean 
Time,  fent  over  confiderable  Suc¬ 
cours,  beforehand,  to  Colonel  yews; 
by  the  Help  of  which,  he  made 
fuch  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  Sally 
in  the  Night,  that  he  not  only 
forced  the  Marquefs  to  raife  the 
Siege  of  Dublin,  before  it  was  well 
formed,  but  put  his  whole  Army 
to  the  Rout.  This  was  in  the 
Beginning  of  Augufi,  1649;  and  a 
few  Days  after,  Cromwell  fet  Sail 
from  Milford -Haven,  and  arrived 
fafe  at  Dublin,  with  his  whole 
Army,  to  the  inexprelfible  Joy  of 
the  People,  who  already  looked 
upon  him  as  their  Saviour  and 
Deliverer.  Cromwell  having  re- 
frelhed  his  Men,  entered  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  great  Work  he  came 
about.  His  firft  Attempt  was  upon 
Drogheda,  a  ftrong  Town,  and  well 
garrifoned  with  the  Flower  of  Or¬ 
mond's  Army,  under  the  Command 
of  Sir  Arthur  AJlont  He  refoluteiy 
took  it  by  Storm,  and  put  all  thac 
were  in  Arms  to  the  Sword,  which 
much  facilitated  h  s  future  Con- 
quefts;  and  indeed,  after  this, 
many  Places  fubmitted  to  himi 
without  ftriking  a  Stroke.  In 
October ,  he  took  IVexford  by 
Storm,  much  in  the  fame  Manner, 
Y  1  an^ 
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and  with  the  like  EfFedt,  as  Drog¬ 
heda  had  been  taken  before.  After 
this,  he  with  Eafe  reduced  Rofs ; 
and  Kinfale,  and  Cork,  and  other 
Places,  voluntarily  fubm’tted  to  him. 
His  Army  having  been  fome  Time 
in  Winter-Quarters,  in  February  he 
took  the  Field  again,  and  after 
having  reduced  fome  Places  of  lefler 
Note,  about  the  End  of  March, 
he  laid  Siege  to  Kilkenny ,  (which 
had  been  the  Nurfery  of  the  late 
Rebellion,  and  the  Refidence  of  the 
fupreme  Council  of  the  Irijh,)  and 
became  Mailer  of  it  in  lefs  than  a 
Week.  He  then  befieged  Clonmell, 
and  took  it  by  Storm,  though  the 
Befieged  made  a  moll  obllinate  and 
gallant  Defence.  In  fhort,  Crom¬ 
well  carried  on  his  Conquells  in 
Ireland  with  fuch  amazing  Rapi¬ 
dity,  that  in  about  nine  Months 
Time,  he  almolt  compleated  the  Re- 
dud!ioi\of  the  whole  Ifland  ;  when, 
about  the  Middle  of  May,  1650,  he 
was  recalled  by  the  Parliament,  in 
order  to  enter  upon  a  new  Scene  of 
Action  in  another  Place.  And  fo 
leaving  his  Son-in-Law  Ireton  his 
Deputy,  to  finilh  what  remained, 
he  embarked  for  England,  and  hav¬ 
ing  landed  at  Brijlol,  proceeded,  as 
it  were  in  Triumph,  to  London,  where 
he  arrived  amidft  the  loud  Accla¬ 
mations  of  the  People,  and  had 
all  Honour  and  Refpedl  paid  him 
by  the  Members  of  Parliament,  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Army,  the  Lord-Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  and  other  Perfons  of 
Dillindtionr 

Scotland  was  the  next  Country, 
where  Cromwell  was  to  make  him- 
felf  famous.  Charles,  Prince  of 
Wales,  no  fooner  heard  of  the 
King  his  Father’s  tragical  Death, 
but  he  took  the  Title  of  King, 
being  then  at  the  Hague,  and  about 
eighteen  Years  old.  After  the  late 
Change  brought  about  by  Cromwell 
in  Scotland,  the  Setts  were  united 
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with  England,  fo  long  as  the  Englijh 
Parliament  continued  Prelbyterian. 
But  when  the  Independants  got  up- 
permoll,  whom  the  Scots  hated  as 
much  as  they  did  the  Royalifts,  they 
began  to  fhew  that  the  parliament’s 
Proceedings  were  difagreeable  to 
them,  and  fent  Commiflioners  to 
prefent  a  Memorial  againit  their 
trying  the  King,  and  again!!  the 
fitful  and  ungodly  Toleration  that  was 
going  to  be  introduced.  And  when, 
notwithllanding,  the  Parliament  per- 
filled  in  their  Meafures,  the  Scots 
Commifiioners  gave  in  their  Pro- 
teftation  again!!  them,  in  the  Name 
of  the  Parliament  and  People  of 
Scotland,  and  departed.  After  the 
King’s  Death,  they  refolved  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  proclaim  his  Son, 
King  Charles  If.  and  fent  Deputies 
to  him,  to  invite  him  over,  but 
on  the  exprefs  Condition  of  his  con- 
fenting  to  maintain  Prelbyterianifin 
and  the  Covenant.  The  King  by 
no  means  liked  thefe  Terms ;  and 
as  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofs,  who 
had  done  great  Service  in  Scotland 
for  the  King  his  Father,  but  was 
afterwards  forced  to  fly,  and  was 
excommunicated  by  the  Kirk,  and 
degraded  by  the  Scots  Parliament, 
happened  to  wait  on  him  a  little 
after  the  Arrival  of  the  Scots  De¬ 
puties,  he  gave  him  a  Commiffion 
to  raife  Forces  in  Germany,  and 
make  a  Defcent  upon  Scotland, 
chufing  rather 40  come  in  by  Force 
of  Arms,  than  upon  fuch  Conditi¬ 
ons.  Montrofs  accordingly  landed 
in  the  North  of  Scotland  with  a 
fmall  Force,  hoping  he  ihould  be 
foon  flrengthened  by  Numbers  com¬ 
ing  in  to  him.  But  herein  he  was 
disappointed,  and  the  Scots  Parlia¬ 
ment  took  fuch  Meafures,  that  he 
was  foon  defeated,  and  fell  into 
their  Hands,  who  condemned  him 
to  be  hanged  on  a  Gallows  thirty 
Feet  high,  his  Head  afterwards 
3  to 


The  COMMONWEALTH. 


325 


1 

•  to  be  fet  upon  the  Tolbooth  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  his  Arms  and  Legs  at  four 
feveral  Places,  and  his  Body  to  be 
buried  under  the  Gallows;  which 

•  fevere  and  ignominious  Sentence 
!  v/as  accordingly  executed.  Mon- 

trofs’%  Expedition  gave  the  Scots  no 

•  very  favourable  Opinion  of  the  King ; 
and  yet  they  proceeded  to  treat  with 
him,  but  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
not  the  lead  Alteration  was  to  be 
made  in  the  Conditions  they  at  firft 
propofed;  and  he  had  no  Way  left, 
but  to  accept  or  refufe.  Neceffity, 
at  laft,  made  him  comply  ;  and  fo 
he  embarked  for  Scotland ,  where  he 

!  arrived  in  June,  1650,  but  was  not 
b  permitted  to  land,  till  he  had  taken 
-  the  Covenant. 

I  The  Rulers  in  England  were  not 
e  ignorant  of  ail  thele  Proceedings, 

;  and  forefeeing  that  the  King  would 
L  accept  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  on 
t  any  Terms,  in  order  to  employ  the 
{  Forces  of  that  Kingdom  for  invad- 
i  ing  England,  they  refolved  to  be  be¬ 
forehand  with  them,  and  carry  the 
>  War  into  Scotland.  The  Lord  Fair¬ 
fax  was  civilly  afked,  whether  he 
would  be  willing  to  take  on  him  the 
Conduct  of  this  War;  but  as  he 
was  much  inclined  to  the  Prefby- 
,  terians,  notwithstanding  the  late 
Services  which,  by  Cromwell’s  Ma¬ 
nagement,  he  had  done  the  Inde- 
j  pendants,  it  was  thought  his  Refufal 
■  would  not  be  very  difagreeabie  to 
,  the  prefent  Powers ;  which  he  either 
1  perceiving,  or  really  ferupling  the 
Lawfulness  of  the  deligned  Invalion 
of  Scotland,  laid  do.vn  his  Comtnif- 
fion ;  and  immediately  thereupon, 
L  Oliver  Cromwell  was  appointed  Ge¬ 
neral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of 
all  the  Armies  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

The  Scots  in  the  mean  Time,  be¬ 
ing  informed  of  the  Preparations  in 
England,  levied  an  Army,  and  gave 
the  Command  of  it  to  General 
Lefey  ;  not  caring  to  trull  the  King 


with  it,  as  they  perceived  he  did 
not  very  well  relifh  the  Severities  of 
their  Kirk  Difcipline.  Lefey  en¬ 
camped  near  Edinburgh ,  and,  on  July 
22,  Cromwell  entered  Scotland  at  the 
Head  of  near  20,000  Men.  As  he 
marched  along,  he  found  the  Coun¬ 
try  deferted  by  its  Inhabitants,  and 
every  Thing  carried  away,  that 
might  ferve  to  fubfilt  his  Army  ;  fo 
that  he  could  have  no  Provilions, 
but  what  were  fent  to  him  by  Ship¬ 
ping  from  England.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  neceffary  for  him  to  come  to  an 
Engagement's  foon  as  pofiible.  To 
this  End  he  advanced  direftly  up  to 
the  Enemy,  but  found  them  fo 
llrongly  intrenched,  that  there  was 
no  attacking  them  without  the  ut~' 
moll  Hazard.  Fie  ufed  all  the  Arts 
known  in  War  to  draw  them  out 
of  their  Intrenchments,  and  pro¬ 
voke  them  to  come  to  a  Battle  :  But 
the  wary  Scotch  General  avoided  the 
Snare,  hoping  to  fpin  out  Time,  till 
the  Inclemency  of  the  Seafon,  and 
the  Want  of  Provifions,  ftiould  con- 
fume  the  Englijh,  or  force  them  to 
return  to  their  own  Country.  Crom¬ 
well  marched  up  in  Sight  of  the 
Scots  Army,  and  did  all  he  could  to 
provoke  them  ;  then  marched  back 
to  Dunbar  for  Supplies ;  then  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  them  again;  till, 
after  the  Armies  had  Ipent  fome 
Weeks,  facing  each  other,  and  Crom¬ 
well’s  Army  was  greatly  diminilhed 
by  Sicknefs  and  other  Accidents,  he 
retreated  again  to  Dunbar.  And 
now  the  Scots,  thinking  the  Englijh 
fufficiently  weakened,  followed  them 
dole,  and  encamped  on  a  H til  about 
a  Mile  from  Dunbar,  refolving  now 
at  laft  to  fall  upon  them,  and  to 
that  End  began  to  march  down  the 
Hill.  But  Cromwell,  in  this  Extre¬ 
mity,  calling  a  Council  of  War  in 
the  Night,  it  was  refolved  to  prevent 
them,  by  attacking  them  firft,  an 
Flour  before  Day,  being  the  third 
of  September-,  which  he  did  with  fuch 
Y  3  defperate 


The  COMMONWEALTH. 


326 

jdelperate  Fury  and  Refolution,  that 
he  foon  put  the  whole  Scots  Army, 
twice  as  numerous  as  his  own,  in 
Confufion,  and  entirely  defeated 
them,  killing  feveral  Thoufands,  and 
taking  near  10,000  Prifoners.  The 
Scots  immediately,  in  Confternation, 
quitted  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  and 
Cromwell  took  Po'fi'eflion  of  them  ; 
and  then  laid  Siege  to  Edinburgh- 
Cajile ,  which  he  became  Maker  of 
about  the  End  of  December. 

The  King  was  crowned  at  Scone, 
January  1,  1650-1,  when  he  again 
Cok  the  Covenant,  being  obliged 
50  dilfemble  his  Dirfike  of  it.  And 
jiow  the  Scots  were  wholly  intent 
upon  raifing  another  Army,  into 
which  it  was  thought  fit  to  admit 
the  Hamiltonians,  as  well  as  to  Polls 
in  the  Government,  upon  their  mak¬ 
ing  a  Declaration  of  their  Repen¬ 
tance,  This  was  againll  the  Senfe 
of  the  Bqlk  of  the  Scotch  Nation, 
who  well  knew,  that  fuch  Declara¬ 
tion  was  not  fincere.  This  divided 
them  into  two  Parties,  the  Refolu- 
tioners,  fo  called  on  account  of  their 
carrying  it  in  Parliament,  to  admit 
the  Hamiltonians,  and  the  Protejlors, 
who  being  great  Zealots  for  the 
Covenant,  were  againll  fuch  Admif- 
fion.  From  thele  fprang  another 
Party,  called  Remonflrators ,  which 
prevailed  cmefiyin  th tWefurn  Coun¬ 
ties,  where  an  Affociation  was  form¬ 
ed,  as  well  againll  the  King  and  the 
Defedlion  of  the  Kirk  Party,  as 
againll  the  Army  of  Sedlaries,  as 
Cromwell's  Army  was  called  in  Scot¬ 
land.  However,  fuch  an  Army  as 
has  been  mentioned  was  railed,  con¬ 
fining  of  all  Parties  who  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  ferve  in  this  War.  The 
King  commanded  it  in  Perfon  :  He 
had  Lejley  for  his  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral,  and  went  and  encamped  at  Tor- 
wood,  between  Edinburgh  and  Stir¬ 
ling.  Here  they  were  entrenched 
much  in  the  fame  Manner  as  before 
,the  Battle  of  Dunbar,  and  Cromwell 


ufed  the  fame  Arts  to  draw  them  to 
an  Engagement,  but  in  vain  ;  they 
continued  fafe  in  their  Intrench- 
ments,  and  were  well  fupplied  with 
Provifions  from  the  County  of  Fife. 
This  made  the  Englijh  General,  at 
lall,  refojve  to  cut  olf  all  Commu¬ 
nication  with  thofe  Parts.  And  fo 
having  fent  over  a  good  Body  of 
Troops  into  Fife,  under  Lambert  and 
O-uerton,  who  totally  routed  a  llrong 
Party  of  the  King’s,  which  was  fent 
againll  them,  he  quickly  after  tranf- 
ported  thither  his  whole  Army,  anc^ 
marching  farther  North,  made  him- 
felf  Mailer  of  Perth  or  St.  Johns 
Town.  Thus  Cromwell  got  behind 
the  King;  who  being  now  under 
a  Neceflity,  if  he  haid  in  Scotland, 
either  of  fighting  him,  or  llarving 
in  his  Camp,  took  a  fudden  Refolu¬ 
tion  to  march  his  Army  into  Eng¬ 
land,  not  doubting  but  he  Ihould 
be  joined  by  great  Numbers  of  his 
Friends,  efpecially  in  the  Northern 
Counties. 

Accordingly  the  King  entered 
England  by  the  Way  of  Car  life,  on 
Hugufl  6,  1651,  and  prefently  caufed 
himlelf  to  be  proclaimed  at  the 
Head  of  his  Army,  as  he  did  at  all 
the  Market-Towns  through  which 
he  pafled.  The  Parliament  at  VTefi- 
minfer  were  hartled  at  this  fudilen 
Invafion,  and  began  to  think  Crom¬ 
well  had  made  a  falfe  Step.  But  he 
wrote  to  them,  telling  them  he  would 
overtake  the  Entmy,  and  doubted 
not  but  he  fhould  give  a  good  Ac¬ 
count  of  them.  The  Parliament 
exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoil  on 
this  Occafion,  They  not  only  pub- 
lilhed  an  Adi,  hiidtiy  forbidding  the 
abetting  or  aflilling  Charles  Stuart, 
or  any  of  his  Adherents,  on  Pain  of 
High-Trealon,  but  ordered  the  Mi¬ 
litia  of  the  feveral  Counties  to  be 
drawn  out,  to  obllrudl  his  March; 
and  the  Lord  Fairfax  now  alio  took 
the  Field  with  a  coniiderable  Body 
for  the  fame  Purpofe.  General 
,  Cromwell, 


tCromwell,  to  lofe  no  Time,  imme¬ 
diately  fent  Lambert  and  Harrifon , 
-with  Part  of  his  Army,  to  moleft 
:the  King’s  March  as  much  as  pofli- 
,ble,  who  foon  found  his  Friends  did 
mot  come  in  to  him  as  he  expe&ed, 
being  hindered  by  the  Forces  of  the 
Commonwealth,  who  fpread  them- 
felves  over  the  Nation.  The  King 
therefore,  inffead  of  marching  to 
London,  as  it  was  thought  he  deftgn- 
ed,  with  Difficulty  got  to  Worcefer , 
Augnjl  23,  and  there  encamped,  for¬ 
tifying  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could 
againft  any  Attack.  The  Earl  of 
Derby  was  the  only  Perfon  who  made 
any  confiderable  Attempt  to  lerve 
the  King.  He  got  together  about 
1500  Horfe;  but,  before  he  could 
Join  the  King,  he  was  fet  upon  by 
Colonel  Lilbum,  and  entirely  defeat¬ 
ed,  himfelf  with  Difficulty  efcaping 
to  the  King  at  Worcefer. 

In  the  mean  Time,  Cromwell,  hav¬ 
ing  fettled  Matters  in  Scotland,  and 
leltLieutenant-  General  George  Monk, 
with  a  fufficient  Force,  to  command 
there  in  his  Abfence,  marched  in  all 
Halle  with  the  relt  of  his  Army  after 
*he  King.  His  Forces  daily  in- 
creafed  as  he  palled  along,  by  Parties 
from  all  Quarters,  and  ztKeintonhe 
joined  the  reft  of  the  ParliamentV 
Forces  under  Fleetwood,  Dejborougb, 
Lord  Grey  of  Groby,  Rambert,  and 
Harrifon ;  fo  that  his  Army  was  now 
double  in  Number  to  that  of  the 
King.  He  arrived  at  Wotcejhr,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  and  on  the  3d,  being  that 
Day  Twelvemonth  that  the  Battle 
of  Dunbar  was  fought,  Cromwell 
charged  the  King’s  Army  fo  vigo- 
Iroufly,  that,  after  fome  Hours  Dif- 
pute,  they  were  driven  back  on  both 
Sides  the  Severn,  and  retiring  into 
the  Town  in  the  utmoft  Confufion, 
were  followed  by  Cromwell’s  Men, 
who  made  a  dreadful  Slaughter  of 
the  Royal  Troops,  and  obtained 
a  compleat  Victory,  taking  many 
Thoufands  PrifoDers.  Among  thole 


of  Quality,  was  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
who  was  afterwards  beheaded  at 
Bolton..  The  King  narrowly  efcaped, 
and  after  wandering  about  in  a  Pea- 
fant’s  Habit,  with  a  faithful  Guide, 
Hooping  to  the  meaneft  Offices  to 
conceal  himfelf  the  better,  and  un¬ 
dergoing  numberlefs  Fatigues  and 
Dangers,  for  the  Space  of  feveral 
Weeks,  got  fafe  over  into  France. 
During  thefe  Adventures,  he  hid 
himfelf  a  whole  Day  in  a  tufted 
Oak,  in  the  Midft  of  a  thick  Wood. 
Cromwell,  after  the  Battle,  having 
ordered  the  Walls  of  Worcefer  to  be 
levelled  with  the  Ground,  returned 
in  Triumph  to  London ;  and  Monk, 
in  a  Ihort  Time,  compleated  the 
Reduction  of  Scotland,  which  was 
afterwards  united  with  England  in 
one  Commonwealth. 

Between  the  Battles  of  Dunbar 
and  Worcefer,  it  was  difcovered  that 
fome  Prelbyterians  were  cairying  on 
a  Plot  againft.  the  Government,  by 
correfponding  with  their  Brethren 
the  Scots,  in  order  to  promote  the 
King’s  Intereft  in  Scotland,  and  in 
England,  looking  upon  him  now  as 
a  good  Prelbytertan  King,  fince  his 
having  taken  the  Covenant.  Four 
eminent  Prelbyterian  Divines  were 
concerned  in  this  Plot,  one  of  whom, 
Mr.  Love,  was  executed  on  Tsrwer- 
Hill,  on  Auguf  22. 

The  Commonwealth  was  at  the 
Height  of  its  Glory,  and  enjoyed  a 
profound  Tranquillity,  after  the  Suc- 
cefs  at  Worcefler ;  when  a  War  broke 
out  between  it  and  the  Republic!: 
of  Holland .  The  Parliament  had 
early  fent  Ambalfadors  to  the  States 
topropofe  a  ftritt  Union  with  them, 
or  1'uch  a  Coalition  as  fhould  make 
them,  as  it  were,  one  Republic!: 
with  England.  But  the  Dntch  thought 
this  fo  injurious  to  their  Commerce, 
that  they  not  only  refufed  to  come 
into  it,  but  the  Englijb  Ambalfadors 
were  very  much  affronted  by  the 
Populace.  And  now,  ftnee  the  Par- 
Y  4  liamenc 
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Lament  could  not  bring  them  to  their 
Terms,  they  had  a  mind  to  break 
with  them,  and  to  that  End  pafled 
an  AS,  forbidding  all  Commodities, 
that  were  not  of  the  Growth  and 
Manufacture  of  the  Country  from 
whence  they  came',-  to  be  brought 
into  England  in  any  other  than  Eng¬ 
lijh  Bottoms ;  which  put  an  End  to 
the  Commerce  between  England  and 
Holland.  And  when  the  States  fent 
Ambaifadors  to  defire  the  Repeal 
pf  this  Aft,  they  were  fo  far  Irom 
doing  it,  that  they  infilled  on  Satif-- 
faftion  for  home  old  Injuries  the 
patch  had  done  to  the  Englijh.  A 
War,  therefore,  neceffarily  enfued, 
jn  which  were  fought  feveral  of  the 
moll  terrible  and  bloody  Sea-Fights, 
that  ever  had  been  known,  between 
the  Dutch  under  the  famous  Van 
Trump,  and  the  Englijh  under  the 
renowned  Blake.  The  Dutch  were 
generally  worded  in  thefe  Engage¬ 
ments,  though  the  Englijh  alio  dif¬ 
fered  great  Lofs.  The  fifth,  which 
.  was  fought  in  February,  1652-3,  lad¬ 
ed  three.  Days.  The  Dutch  at  lad 
fued  for  Peace,  but  before  it  was 
concluded,  a  new  Revolution  hap¬ 
pened  in  England. 

Cromwell's  Reputation  and  Glory 
were  arrived  fp  fuch  a  Height,  after 
the  Victories  zx.  Dunbar  an&WorceJIer, 
that,  as  many  envied  his  Greatneis-, 
the  Parliament  grew  jealous  of  his 
power,  and  now  he  h-ad  done  their 
Work  for  them,  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  ruined  him.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  was  aware  of  this,  and  was- 
relblved  to  prevent  it ;  which  it  was- 
not  very  difficult  for  him  to  do,  as 
he  had  fecured  the  E-fteem  and  Af- 
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feftion  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers, 
and  as  the  Parliament,  after  fo  long 
a  Continuance,  began  to  be  difagree- 
able  to  the  People.  Things  being 
in  this  State,  the  General  and  his 
Officers  made  loud  Complaints  a- 
gainlt  the  Grievances  of  this  long 
Parliament,  and  gave  out,  that  they 
intended  to  perpetuate  themfelves  in 
Power.  It  is  not  unlikely  indeed, 
that  Cromwell1  s  Ambition  might  at 
the  fame  Time  infpire  him  with 
Thaughts  of  fetting  up  himfelf ;  as 
appears  pretty  plain,  from  feme  Con¬ 
ferences  he  had  with  his  Friends, 
foon  after  the  Battle  of  Worcejler. 
However  it  be,  the  Parliament,  in- 
ffead  of  dilfolving  themfelves,  to 
make  Way  for  a  new  Repreientatlve, 
as  the  Army  infilled  they  Ihould,  fell 
to  pre::  aring  an  Aft  for  filling  up 
their  Houle,  and  to  declare  it  Fligh- 
Trealon,  for  any  one  to  propofe  or 
contrive  the  Alteration  of  the  pre- 
fent  Government,  Upon  this,  Crom¬ 
well,  on  April  20,  1653,  took  a  Party 
of  Soldiers,  and  went  to  the  Houfe  ; 
and  having  fat  and  heard  their  De¬ 
bates  for  fome  Time,  when  the 
Queftion  was  going  to  be  put,  for 
palling  the  Aft,  which  would  con¬ 
tinue  them  above  a  Year  and  a  half 
longer,  he  Hood  up  all  on  a  fudden, 
and  bade  the  Speaker  leave  theChair; 
and  then  /lamping  with  his  Feet,  and 
telling  them  they  were  no  ionger  a 
Parliament,  upon  this  Signal  the 
Soldiers  entered,  who,  by  his  Or¬ 
ders,  faw  the  Houfe  cleared  of  the 
Members,  being  about  an  Hundred, 
who  all  quietly  departed  ;  and  then, 
having  caufed  the  Doors  to  be  locked, 
he  went  away  to  Whitehall. 
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HE  General  having  thus 
by  Force  turned  out  his 
Mailers,  became  himfelf, 
of  Courfe,  Mailer  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  ;  for  though  he  did  not  af- 
fume  the  Title  of  Proteftor  till  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  the  Year,  yet  his 
Power  was  in  effeCl  the  fame,  from 
the  very  Moment  that  he  fucceeded 
in  this  bold  Undertaking.  He  im¬ 
mediately  confulted  with  his  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Officers  at  Whitehall ,  how  to 
carry  on  the  Government,  and  by 
their  Advice  pubiilhed  a  Declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Grounds  and  Reafons 
of  his  didolving  the  late  Parlia¬ 
ment,  promifmg  to  put  the  Govern¬ 
ment  into  the  Hands  of  Perfons  of 
approved  Fidelity  and  Honefty  ;  figned 
by  the  Lord  General  and  his  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Officers,  April  22,  1653.  This 
met  with  a  good  Reception,  and  was 
anfvvered  by  Addreffes  from  the 
Fleet,  the  Army,  and  People,  ap¬ 
proving  of  the  late  Adtion,  and  pro- 
miling  to  Hand  by  the  General  and 
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his  Council  of  Officers.  This  De¬ 
claration  was  followed  by  another, 
April  30,  figned  O.  Cromwell,  giv¬ 
ing  Notice,  that  till  the  Perfons  a- 
bove  mentioned  Ihould  meet,  a  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State  was  appointed  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  carrying  on  the  Affairs  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

On  June  2,  there  was  another  ter¬ 
rible  Sea-Fight  between  the  Englijh 
under  Blake,  Monk,  and  Dean,  and 
the  Dutch  under  Fan  Trump  and  De 
Ruyter  ;  in  which  the  Englijh,  to  Oli¬ 
ver's  great  Satisfaction,  got  the  Vic¬ 
tory,  finking  fix  of  the  Enemy’s  bell 
Ships,  blowing  up  two  others,  and 
taking  eleven  :  But  they  had  the 
Misfortune  to  lofe  Admiral  Dean, 
who  was  killed  by  a  Cannon-Ball  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Engagement. 

It  having  been  refolved  by  the 
General  and  his  Council  of  Offi-  * 
cers,  according  to  their  hrll  Decla¬ 
ration,  to  furnmon  feleft  Perfons, 
to  be  nominated  by  themfelves,  out 
of  every  County,  who  Ihould  be 
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a  Representative  of  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  perfons  having  been 
agreed  upon,  in  Number  144, 
Cromwell,  on  "June  8,  Sent  his  Sum¬ 
mons  to  each  of  them  to  appear 
in  the  Council-Chamber  at  White¬ 
hall,  on  'July  4  ;  ufing  this  au¬ 
thoritative  Sure,  after  the  Preamble, 
1  Oliver  Cromwell,  Captain-Gene¬ 
ral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all 
the  Armies  and  Forces  raifed,  and 
to-  be  raifed,  within  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  do  hereby  fuminon  and  re¬ 
spire  you,  &c.  Several  other  Acts 
of  Auth.  rity  were  performed  by  the 
General  before  the  Meeting  of  this 
Convention. 

The  Perfons  fummonecj  met  on 
the  Day  appointed,  when  the  Ge¬ 
neral,  attended  by  his  Officers, 
made  a  Speech  to  them  ;  and  then, 
by  an  Inftrument  under  bis  Hand 
and  Seal,  he  conftituted  them,  cr 
any  40  cf  them,  the  fupreme  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Nation  ;  to  fit  no 
longer  than  the  3d  of  November,  i  65  4, 
and  three  Months  before,  to  make 
Choice  of  other  Perfons  to  fueceed 
them,  who  were  not  to  fit  above 
a  Year,  and  to  provide  for  a  like 
Succeifion  in  the  Government, 
Then  they  adjourned  to  the  next 
Day,  when  they  met  in  the  Par- 
l.ament-Houfe,  and  at  once  voted 
tnemieives  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  England.  But  it 
feems,  by  the  Characters  of  the  Per¬ 
fons  u  ho  compofed  this  Affembly, 
that  Oliver  did  not  intend  Things 
fhould  continue  long  in  this  Way, 
for,  though  there  were  among  them 
feveral  Men  of  Fortune  and  Capa¬ 
city,  yet  the  major  Part  were  either 
rank  Enthufialls,  or  Perfons  of  ob- 
fcuie  Birth,  and  fmall  Parts  and 
Abilities  :  And  though  they  made 
tome  good  Orders  in  leffer  Matters, 
yet  in  Things  of  greater  Con¬ 
cernment  their  Counlels  were  full 
of  Perplexity  and  Confufion.  One 
Praije-Gcd  Barebone,  a  Leather- 


Seller  in  Fleet-Street ,  was  a  bufy 
Man  in  this  Affembly,  from  whom 
it  was  called  in  Derifion  Barebone' s 
Parliament. 

In  Auguft,  there  was  another 
Bloody  Sea-Engagement  between 
the  two  contending  States,  in  which 
Admiral  Van  Trump,  the  Glory  of 
the  Dutch  Nation;  was  llain.  The 
Dutch  then  applied  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  a  Peace,  but  in  vain  ;  upon 
which  they  adareffed  themfelves  to 
Cromvjell,  promifing,  if  he  would 
depofe  the  prefen t  Powers,  and  af- 
fume  the  Government  to  himfelf, 
they  would  enter  into  fuch  a  defen  - 
five  Alliance  with  him,  as  fhould 
fecure  him  againft  all  his  Enemies, 
foreign  and  domeftick.  This  he 
was  now  refifived  to  do,  for  which 
the  Confufion  of  their  Debates  af¬ 
forded  him  a  Handle.  And  to 
the  Matter  having  been  concerted 
with  Roufe  the  Speaker,  and  the 
General’s  felect  Friends  in  the 
Houle,  they  met  early  in  the 
Morning,  December  12,  before  the 
other  Members,  who  were  not  in 
the  Secret,  had  taken  their  Seats ; 
and  voted,  That,  as  it  was  not  for 
the  publick  Good,  that  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  fhould  fit  any  longer,  it  was 
fit  they  fhould  refign  up  their 
Powers  to  the  Lord-General  ;  which 
the  Speaker  and  Members,  going 
with  the  Mace  to  Whitehall,  did 
accordingly,  by  a  Writing  under 
their  Hands.  And  by  this  Means, 
the  politick  Cromwell,  with  his 
Council  of  Officers,  was  again  in 
Pofieffion  of  the  fupreme  Power, 
which  he  had  before  delegated  to  this 
Affembly. 

'I  his  done,  he  advifed  with  his 
Council  of  Officers,  and  other  Per¬ 
fons  of  Interell  in  the  Nation,  how 
the  Government  fhould  be  carried 
on;  and  thefe  immediately  refolved. 
That  Oliver  Cromwell  fhould  be 
Lord  Prote&or  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
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‘Ireland,  and  conftituted  him  fuch, 
by  a  large  lnftrument,  called  the 
lnflrument  of  Government,  confuting 
of  forty-two  Articles.  By  this 
lnftrument,  the  fupreme  Legifla- 
tive  Authority  was  to  be  in  the 
Lord  Proteftor  and  the  People  in 
Parliament  ;  and  the  executive 
Power  in  the  Protestor,  with  the 
Advice  of  his  Council.  The  Par¬ 
liament  was  to  be  chofen  in  fuch 
Manner  as  to  be  a  more  equal  Re- 
prefentative,  the  Members  for  the 
Counties,  and  fome  large  Cities,  to 
be  increafed,  and  thofe  for  the 
Idler  Boroughs  to  be  either  re¬ 
duced,  or  wholly  omitted.  There 
were  to  be  400  for  England,  30 
for  Scotland,  and  the  fame  Num- 
tber  for  Ireland,  all  three  being 
joined  in  one  Commonwealth.  Co- 
-lonel  Montague,  afterwards  Earl  of 
'Sandwich,  and  Sir  Anthony  Ajhley 
-  Cooper,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftejbury, 
were  of  the  protedor’s  firlt  Council. 
On  December  16,  his  Highnefs  was 
'folemnly  inftalled,  and  then  pro¬ 
claimed,  firft  in  and  about  London, 
and  afterwards  throughout  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Thus  did 
this  great  Man,  who  was  hardly 
known  in  the  former  Part  of  his 
Life,  mount  himfelf  into  the  Throne 
of  three  Kingdoms,  and,  though  he 
had  not  the  Title  of  King,  ruled 
with  more  Power  than  moft  pieced- 
ing  Kings.  He  applied  himfelf 
clofely  to  Bufinefs,  and  was  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  the  Management  of  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  and  on  all  Occafions 
maintained  the  Part  of  a  great  Prince, 
as  much  as  if  he  had  been  fo  born 
and  bred.  And  now  congratulatory 
Addreftes  were  prefented"  to  him 
from  all  the  Parts  of  the  three  Na¬ 
tions,  and  the  greatert  foreign  States 
courted  his  Frjendfhip  and  Alli¬ 
ance. 

It  is  furprifing  how  he  managed 
the  feveral  oppolite  Parties  then  in 
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the  Nation,  all  mortal  Enemies  to 
each  other,  fo  as  to  make  them 
contribute  to  his  own  Security, 
though  moft  of  them  hated  him  in 
their  Hearts.  He  kept  a  ftridt  Eye 
upon  the  Cavaliers,  and,  for  the 
moft  Part  terrified  them  into  Sub- 
miffion.  He  careiTed  the  Prejby- 
terians  to  keep  them  in  good  Hu¬ 
mour,  and  when  they  began  to  take 
too  much  upon  them,  he  played 
the  Independants  and  ether  Scdls 
againft  them,  in  order  to  humble 
them,  and  keep  them  within  due 
Bounds.  The  Republicans  of  all 
Sorts  were  his  greateft  Enemies,  be- 
caufe  he  had  overturned  their  be¬ 
loved  Scheme  of  Government ;  and 
thefe  he  took  care  to  divide,  by 
fetting  the  Enthujiajis,  and  Fifth- 
Monarchy  Men,  againft  the  State- 
Republicans,  who  hated  him  moft 
of  all.  The  former  he  would  ca¬ 
jole,  by  talking  to  them  in  their 
own  Way,  entering  into  his  old 
Familiarities  with  them,  and  end¬ 
ing  the  Difcourfe  commonly  with  a 
long  Prayer  ;  but  the  latter,  who 
were  faid  to  be  Deifts,  and  whom  he 
ufed  to  call  Heathens,  he  could  not 
fo  eafily  manage.  However,  he 
with  wonderful  Art  and  Dexterity 
carried  Things  farther  with  all  Par¬ 
ties,  than  was  thought  polfible  :  And 
though  this  did  not  hinder  frequent 
Plots  and  Confpiracies  againft  him, 
he  had  his  Spies  in  every  Corner,  and 
by  his  early  Intelligence  crulhcd 
them  before  they  could  be  put  in 
Execution. 

On  April 5,  1654,  the  Lord- Protett- 
or  concluded  a  Peace  with  the  Dutch, 
upon  very  advantageous  Perms. 
Among  the  reft,  he  obliged  them  to 
pay  300,000 /.  for  the  Damage  done 
to  the  Englijh  at  Amkoyna,  See.  many 
Years  before,  for  which  the  two  lait 
Kings  could  obtain  no  Satisfaction. 

Cromwell’s  good  Policy  appeared 
in  nothing  more  than  in  advancing 
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to  the  feveral  Polls  in  the  Govern- 
saent,  Men  that  were  beft  qualified 
for  them.  The  famous  Matthew 
Male  was  one  of  his  J  udges,  and  in 
general  hefupplied  the  Benches  with 
the  abl  if  Lawyers.  Pkurloe,  a  very 
able  Mini  iter,  alecond  Walftngham 
for  Intelligence,  was  made  Secretary 
of  State.  When  the  Dutch  War  was 
ever,  he  feat  Monk,  back  into  Scot¬ 
land,  to  keep  1  hat  Country  in  Order  ; 
and  two  or  three  Years  after,  made 
his  younger  Son  Henry,  a  Perfon  of 
excellent  Parts  and  Abilities,  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Ludlow 
had  been  intruded  with  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  that  Ilknd,  after  Ire- 
ion,  who  died  at  the  Siege  o.f  Lime¬ 
rick, ,  in  1 63' I  ;  and  Fleetwood,  whey 
married  I r etc, h  a  Widow,  one  of  the 
Protestor’s  Daughters,  had  lucceeded 
Ludlow. 

The  Proteftor  had  not  long  en¬ 
joyed  his  new  Dignity,  before  a 
Confpiracy  again#  him  was  disco¬ 
vered,  for  which  Gerard  and  Vowel 
were  executed,  on  July  10,  1654. 

And  the  fame  Day,  Don  Pantaleon 
Set,  the  Portugal  AmbaiTador’s 
Brother,  was  beheaded  for  a  Riot 
and  Murder.  This  was  thouedit 
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very  extraordinary,  but  the  Protector 
faid  JuJlice  muft  be  done . 

His  Highnefs,  purfuant  to  the 
Inftrument  of  Government ,  ordered 
Writs  to  be  iliued  for  chufng 
Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 
This  Parliament  met  on  September 
3,  and  the  Protector  went  in  great 
State,  and  opened  it  with  a  Speech  : 
But  itfoon  appeared,  that  they  were 
not  for  his  Purpofe  ;  for  they 
immediately  fell  to  debating  his 
infirm, ent  of  Government ,  and  find, 
that  fundamental  Article  of  the  fu- 
presne  Legislative  Power  being  in 
a  Single  Perfon  and  a  Parliament,  a- 
gainit  which  feveral  warm  Speeches 
were  made.  The  Protestor,  upon 
this,  ordered  them  to  attend  him 
in  the  Painted  Chan.btr ,  where  he 


Ihewed  his  Difpleafure  in  a  Speech, 
and,  moreover,  appointed  them  a 
Peft  or  Recognition  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  it  had  been  eilablilhed  ; 
and  none  were  permitted  to  enter 
the  Ho ufe,  but  fuch  as  would  fub- 
feribe  it.  About  300  did  fo,  and 
took  their  Places  ;  and  though  they 
declared,  that  Oliver  Cromwell 
fhould  be  Protedor  during  Life, 
yet  they  took  fuch  Liberties  with 
the  other  Articles  of  Government, 
Spending  feveral  Months  in  nothing 
elfe  but  debating  cn  them,  that  the 
Protedor  was  highly  ofienaed.  And 
befides,  he  had  received  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  a  Plot  for  an  Infurredion, 
contrived  chiefly  by  the  Cavaliers , 
to  which  many  of  the  Members 
were  privy,  and  gave  Encourage¬ 
ment,  by  protrading  Time  in  long 
and  fruitlefs  Debates.  He  there¬ 
fore  ordered  the  Parliament  to  at¬ 
tend  him  in  the  Painted  Chamber , 
January  22,  1654-5,  and  alter  a 

very  long  and  intricate  Speech,  giv¬ 
ing  ^  them  to  underftand,  that  he 
knew  their  Defigns,  in  great  Dif¬ 
pleafure  diffolved  them. 

Two  Days  after  the  DifTolution, 
Major  IVildman,  a  noted  Republi¬ 
can,  one  of  thofe  who  had  been 
excluded  for  refufing  to  fign  the 
Recognition ,  was  feized  with  a  Paper 
about  him,  being  a  Declaration 
/hewing  why  the  People  fnould  rife 
in  Arms  againli  the  Tyrant  Oliver 
Cromwell.  He  was  kept  fome  Time 
in  Prifon,  and  then,  contrary  to 
Expedation,  difeharged. 

The  Cavaliers  had  deiigned  two 
Infurredions,  one  in  the  North , 
and  another  in  the  Weft.  The 
former,  which  was  to  have  been 
headed  by  Wilniot  Earl  of  Rocbe- 
fter,  was  wholly  laid  afide,  before 
it  was  well  begun.  But  in  the 
Weft  fome  faint  Attempt  was 
made  :  Sir  Jofepb  Wag  ft  off,  Col. 
Penruddock,  Grove,  and  Jones,  en¬ 
tered  Salijbury  with  about  200 

Horfe, 
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Horfe,  at  the  Time  of  the  Affizes, 
feized  the  Judges  and  the  Sheriff, 
and  proclaimed  the  King.  But 
finding  the  People  not  in  a  Difpo- 
lition  to  join  them,  they  marched 
farther  Wejlward  ;  and  being  pur- 
fued  by  a  Troop  of  Horfe  that  lay 
.in  the  Neighbourhood,  they  were 
defeated,  and  moft  of  them  taken 
Prifoners.  Penruddock  and  Grove 
were  beheaded  at  Exeter,  and  fe- 
veral  were  tryed  and  hanged  both 
there  and  at  SaUJbury.  Eat  Wag- 
fluff  luckily  made  his  Efcape. 
Thefe  Confpiracies  and  Infurredli- 
ons  gave  a  Handle  to  the  Pro- 
[-tetlor  to  divide  England  into  cer¬ 
tain  Diftridls,  and  to  appoint  Offi¬ 
cers  feverally  in  each,  under  the 
'J  itle  of  Major-Generals,  the  better 
■to  keep  the  Royalifts  and  Republi¬ 
cans  in  Awe,  and  to  levy  the  Taxes 
impo'ed  on  them.  Thefe  Major- 
Generals  became  fo  many  Tyrants, 
and  fo  oppreffed  the  People,  that 
Cromwell  thought  it  neceffury  firlt  to 
reftrain  them,  and,  at  laft,  totally 
'  to  aboliih  them. 

France  and  Spain  were  now  at 
War,  and  each  ftrove  to  gain  the 
Protector.  He  was  for  fome  Time 
'  in  Sufpence  which  to  join  with, 
but  at  laft  refolved  it  fhould  be 
France ,  where  Cardinal  Mazarine 
was  Prime-Minifter,  in  the  Minori¬ 
ty  of  Lewis  XIV.  Being  thus  de¬ 
termined,  he  equipped  a  Fleet,  and 
fent  it  under  the  Command  of 
Penn,  with  fome  Land-Forces  un¬ 
der  Venables,  to  attack  the  Spanijh 
Settlement  of  St.  Domingo  in  Hi- 
Jpaniolai  They  arrived  there  in 
April,  1655,  but  by  fome  Milcon- 
dudl  in  landing  the  Forces,  the 
Defign  mifearried,  and  they  were 
repulfed  to  their  Ships  with  great 
Lofs.  To  make  fome  Amends, 
they  failed  for  Jamaica,  and  took 
it  on  May  ij  ;  which  profitable 
Ifland  the  Englijh  have  held  ever 
lirice.  Upon  their  Return,  Venables 
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was  committed  to  the  Tower,  but 
foon  relealed. 

In  the  mean  Time,  Blake  per¬ 
formed  Wonders  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  He  was  fent  firft  to  chaftize 
the  Corfairs  of  Barbary,  and  to 
demand  ample  Satisfadlion  of  all 
the  States,  who  had  in  any  Man¬ 
ner  molefted  the  Englijh  ;  both 
which  he  did  with  piorious  Sue- 
cefs.  After  this,  in  September  1656, 
he  attacked,  funk  and  burnt  tbe 
whole  Spanijh  Plate-Fleet,  except 
two  of  the  Ships  which  he  took, 
vvhofe  valuable  Tjeafure  being 
landed  at  Portfmouth,  was  con¬ 
veyed,  as  it  were  in  Triumph,  to 
London.  In  fine,  this  brave  Ad¬ 
miral,  the  Glory  of  the  EngUJb 
Nation,  in  April,  the  following 
Year,  burnt  fix  large  Spanijh 
Galeons  at  the  Canaries  (whiift 
Captain  Stayner  deftroyed  ten  fmaller 
Veftels)  and  died  cn  Shipboard,  in 
his  Return  home.  The  Protector, 
to  fhew  his  Efteem  for  his  Memory, 
gave  him  a  pompous  Interment  in 
Henry  Vllth’s  Chapel. 

Some  Time  before,  the  Fifth- 
Monarchy  Men,  or  Anabaptijls,  as 
fome  call  them,  among  whom  was 
Major-General  Harrifon,  entered 
into  an  enthufiaftick  Plot  againft 
Cromwell ;  but  it  was  timely  dif- 
covered  and  prevented  by  the  Vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  Protedlor’s  Spies  :  As 
was  alfo  another  Confpiracy  formed 
againft  his  Life,  by  one  Miles 
Sindercombe,  a  Leveller. 

The  Protestor  had  thought  fit  to 
fummon  a  new  Parliament,  which 
met  on  September  17,  1656.  The 

Members  were  to  be  approved  by 
his  Highnefs’s  Council,  before  they 
fhould  have  Leave  to  fit  ;  and  by 
this  Means  near  an  Hundred  were 
excluded,  who  publilhed  a  fevere 
Remonftrance  againft  this  Violence. 
And  now  the  fitting  Members  pro¬ 
ceeded  juft  as  Oliver  would  have 
them.  They  palled  an  Adi  for 

re- 
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renouncing  the  pretended  Title  (as 
they  called  it)  of  Charles  Stuart , 
and  another,  declaring  it  High- 
Treal'on  to  attempt  any  Thing  a- 
gaiui!  the  Proteftor’s  Life.  They 
approved  of  the  War  with  Spain, 
and  granted  large  Sums  of  Money 
for  carrying  it  on.  And  after  they 
had  let  lome  Months,  it  was  carried 
in  the  Houie,  though  the  Army 
Party  moftly  oppofed  it,  to  offer 
Cromwell  the  Title  of  King  ;  which 
they  aftually  did  on  April  4,  1657. 
It  appeared  plain  enough,  that  he 
did  not  diflike  the  Offer  ;  but  as 
he  knew  it  was  again!!  the  Senfe  of 
the  Army,  he  demurred  upon  it, 
and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
fatisfy  him,  and  to  perfuade  him  to 
accept  it.  All  tjris  was  only  to 
gain  Time,  in  order  to  bring  the 
Army  to  approve  of  the  Deiign  : 
Which  Oliver  finding  he  could  not 
do,  and  that  his  Brother-in-Law, 
Dejhorough,  and  his  Son-in-Law, 
Fleetwood,  were  particularly  averfe 
to  it ;  he  with  great  Shew  of  Hu¬ 
mility,  on  the  8th  of  May,  told  the 
Parliament,  that  he  could  not  un¬ 
dertake  the  Government  with  the 
Title  of  King.  However,  they  con¬ 
firmed  to  him  his  Dignity  of  Pro¬ 
tector,  by  an  Aft  called,  The  Hum¬ 
ble  Petition  and  Advice  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  his  Highnefs  ;  whereby  he 
was  alio  empowered  to  name  his 
Succeffor,  and  to  call  Parliaments 
confining  of  two  Houfes ;  the  Per- 
fons  legally  chofen  not  to  be  ex¬ 
cluded  but  by  Confent  of  the  Houfe 
of  which  they  were  Members.  The 
Proteftor  gave  his  Afient  to  this  Aft, 
which  conlifted  of  eighteen  Articles, 
on  May  25  ;  and  on  June  z 6,  was 
inaugurated  in  Wejlminftcr-Hall, 
with  the  like  Pomp  and  Magnificence 
as  at  a  Coronation. 

Cromwell,  purfuant  to  his  Treaty 
with  France,  fent  over  6000  Men  to 
join  the  French  Army  again!!  the 


Spaniards,  and  Mardike  and  Dunkirk 
were  to  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Englijh,  as  foon  as  taken  ;  as  the 
former  was  in  Odober  this  Year. 

King  Charles  having  been  obliged 
to  leave  France,  upon  Cromwell's 
entering  into  an  Alliance  with  that 
Crown,  retired  to  Cologne,  and  re- 
fided  there  above  two  Years  :  And 
now,  having  concluded  a  Treaty 
with  the  Cathoiick  King,  he  this 
Year  repaired  to  Bruges  in  Flan¬ 
ders.  About  the  fame  Time,  a  Plot 
was  laid  for  an  Infurreftion  in 
England  in  his  Favour,  and  the 
Marquefs  of  Ormond  came  over  to 
London,  to  forward  the  Defign, 
Cromwell,  having  Notice  of  it  by 
his  Spies,  publilhed  a  Proclamation 
for  apprehending  the  Cor.fpirators 
before  they  could  .get  into  a  Body. 
The  Marquefs  narrowly  efcaped. 
But  Dr.  Hewet,  Sir  Henry  Sling Jby, 
Mr.  Mordaunt,  and  feveral  others, 
were  feized  ;  and  the  two  former, 
being  tryed  by  a  High  Court  of 
Jullice,  were  condemned  and  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

The  Parliament  met  again,  on 
January  20,  1657-8,  to  which  Time 
they  had  adjourned.  It  now  con¬ 
fided  of  two  Houfes,  the  new  one 
being  called  The  Other  Houfe,  to 
anfvver  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 
They  were  conftit-uted  by  the  Pro¬ 
teftor’s  Writs  of  Summons,  and 
many  of  them  were  called  up  from 
the  Lower  Houfe.  This,  and  the 
Admiffion  of  the  Members,  who 
had  been  excluded  in  the  firil  Sef- 
fion,  made  fuch  an  Alteration  in 
that  Affembly,  that  they  feemed 
aifpofed  to  undo  all  that  had  been 
done.  They  called  the  Authority 
of  the  Otver  Houfe  in  Quellion, 
and  difputed  the  Validity  of  the 
Humble  Petition  and  Advice.  But 
the  Proteftor  thought  fit  to  put  a 
Stop  to  thefe  Proceedings  by  a 
fudden  Diffolution  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment, 
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ment,  on  February  4.  And  it  was 
fome  Time  after  this,  that  the  Con- 
fpirators  above-mentioned  were  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

On  "June  25,  1658,  Dunkirk  was 
taken  irom  the  Spaniards,  by  the 
Englifh  and  French  Forces,  and 
immediately,  according  to  Treaty, 
iurrendered  up  to  the  Lord  Protestor 
of  England.  But  it  coil  the  Confe¬ 
derates  a  Battle,  before  they  could 
obtain  it,  with  the  Spanijh  Generals 
and  the  Dukes  of  Fork  and  Gloucejler, 
who  advanced  with  15,000  Men  to 
relieve  the  Place  ;  but  were  entirely 
defeated,  chiefly  by  the  Bravery  of 
the  Englijh  under  Lockhart  and  Mor¬ 
gan.  Cromwell  placed  a  llrong  Gar- 
rifon  in  Dunkirk,  and  made  Lockhart 
Governor. 

The  Protestor  did  not  long  fur- 
vive  this  glorious  Succefs  of  his 
Arms.  He  was  taken  ill  in  Auguji, 
and  died  on  his  beloved  and  victo¬ 
rious  Day,  the  third  of  September , 
in  the  60th  Year  of  his  Age, 
having,  as  it  is  faid,  named  his  Bon 
Richard  to  lhcceed  him,  jull  before 
he  expired.  He  had  a  moll  pom¬ 
pous  Funeral  bellowed  on  him,  and 
his  Body  was  in  Appearance  buried 
in  Wejlminjler- Abbey .  But  fome  fay 
it  was  wrapt  in  Lead,  and  funk  be¬ 
low  Bridge  in  the  Thames  :  And 
others  affirm  it  to  have  been  buried 
in  Na/cby-Field.  He  was  born  at 
Huntington,  of  a  good  Family,  of 
Weljh  Extraction,  t!.e  Name  being 
originally  Williams  ;  but  or,e  of  the 
Family  marrying  the  Siller  of  the 
famous  Thomas  Cromwell,  Earl  of 
EJfex ,  in  Henry  V filth’s  Reign,  a 
Son  by  that  Marriage  took  that 
Name,  and  tranfmitted  it  to  his 
Pollerity.  Oliver  made  no  Figure 
in  the  World,  till  a  little  before  tbe 
Breaking-cut  of  the  Civil  War ; 
and  we  have  feen  by  what  Steps  and 
Accidents  he  mounted  to  Power  ai- 
terwards  j  which  he  could  not  have 


done,  if  he  had  not  been  endowed 
wuth  a  moll  extraordinary  Genius 
and  Capacity.  After  he  rofe  to  So- 
ve,  eignty,  under  the  Name  of  Pro- 
tecior,  though  his  Government  was 
arbitrary,  ana  fupported  only  by  the 
Army,  he  did  many  Things  worthy 
of  Praife.  He  encouraged  Trade 
and  Commerce,  maintained  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Nation,  and  in  many 
Inltances  effectually  interpofed  in 
favour  of  the  Protdlants  abroad, 
chiefly  by  Means  of  the  Influence 
he  had  over  Cardinal  Mazarine  ; 
who  fearing,  if  he  Ihould  difpleafe 
him,  that  he  would  break  with 
France,  durll  deny  him  nothing. 
The  Nation,  certainly,  never  mad« 
a  greater  Figure  abroad,  fince  the 
Days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  than  it 
did  under  Cromwell.  Indeed,  I  have 
often  thought  his  Government,  in 
many  Relpefts,  relembled  hers, 
efpecially  in  the  Choice  of  fit  Mi- 
nillsrs  for  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Adminillration.  But  the  fundamental 
Difference  was  this,  that,  whereas 
lhe  fupported  herlelf  by  the  Affec¬ 
tions  of  the  People,  Oliver,  for 
Want  of  that,  wh.ch  he  would  have 
been  very  glad  to  have  had,  fup- 
perted  himielf  by  a  Handing  Army  ; 
though  he  had  many  fecret  Enemies 
in  it,  and  it  was  with  great  Skill 
and  Dexterity,  that  he  kept  all 
Things  quiet  there.  In  one  Th:ng, 
indeed,  they  were  too  much  alike  ; 
for  if  Oliver  facrificed  King 
Charles  I.  to  bis  own  Safety,  Queen 
Elizabeth  did  the  fame  by  the  Queen 
of  Scots.  In  Ihort,  his  greateil 
Enemies  acknowledge  he  was  not 
unworthy  of  the  Government,  if 
his  Way  to  it  had  been  jull  and  in¬ 
nocent  :  And  how  far  the  Circum- 
llances  and  Neceffities  of  the  Times 
may  excule  him,  is  not  my  Bufinels 
to  fay. 

Bdldes  his  two  Sons,  Packard  and 
Henry ,  he  had  f.ur  Daughters,  all 

Women 
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Women  of  great  Senfe  and  Virtue. 
Bridget  was  Wife  to  Henry  I  ret  on, 
and  afterwards  to  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Fleetwood.  Elizabeth  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mr.  John  Cleypole ,  and  died 
a  little  before  her  Father.  Mary,  his 
third  Daughter,  to  the  Lord  Vilcount 
Falconbridge,  afterwards  made  an 
Earl  by  King  Williim  ;  and  Frances, 
the  yo.ungeft  Daughter,  firft  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Rich,  Efq;  Grandfon  and  Heir 
to  the  Earl  ot  Warwick,  and  after¬ 


wards  to  Sir  John  Ruffel  of  Chippen¬ 
ham  in  Cambridgejhire. 

Among  the  eminent  Perfons  who 
died  under  Oliver's  ProteCtorfhip, 
were  the  famous  Mr.  John  Selden, 
the  venerable  Archbilhop  JJJher,  who 
came  over  to  England  a  little  before 
the  Breaking-out  of  the  Irijh  Maffa- 
cre  ;  and  Dr.  Harvey,  the  celebrated 
Difcoverer  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Biood. 


Richard  Cromwell:  With  the  Various  Governments 

till  the  Reftoration.  /Jjf _ 


ROM  the  Death  of  Oliver 
to  the  Rejloration,  which  was 
but  about  a  Year  and  three 
Quarters,  there  were  in  England  no 
lets  than  five  or  fix  Forms  of 
Government,  if  they  may  be  fo 
called,  when  the  whole  was  little 
better  than  a  State  of  Anarchy 
and  Confufion.  Richard  Cromwell 
was  peaceably  proclaimed  Rrotettor 
upon  the  Death  of  his  Father,  and 
was  congratulated  thereupon  by 
AddrelTes  from  all  Parts.  But  he 
wanted  his  Father’s  Spirit  and 
Parts  to  fupport  himfelf,  efpeci- 
ally  againft  the  Intrigues  of  the 
Army,  which  were  beginning  to 
work  in  Oliver’s  Time,  for  which 
Major-General  Lambert  had  been 
difcharged  ;  and  if  he  had  lived,  it 
is  likely  he  would  have  calhiered 
other  Officers,  and  put  fuch  in  their 
Room,  as  would  have  fecured  the 
Army  fall  in  Obedience.  But  this 
was  above  Richard's  Capacity.  He 
wanted  to  become  Maker  of  the 
Army,  as  his  Father  had  been  ;  but 
the  Officers  refolved  he  ihould  not  : 
And  his  3rother-in-Law  Fleetwood, 
and  Uncle  Dejborough,  were  fore- 
moll:  in  the  Opposition,  and  ufed 
all  their  Arts  to  undermine  him. 
However  Richard,  in  order  to  fup¬ 


port  himfelf  the  better,  by  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  his  Council,  called  a  Par¬ 
liament,  which  met  on  January  27, 
1658-9.  And  though  there  were  a 
great  many  Republicans  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  held 
long  Debates  about  the  Authority 
of  the  Other  Houfe,  and  other 
Points  in  the  Humble  Petition  and 
Advice,  yet  Richard's  Friends  at 
laft  prevailed,  and  he  was  recog* 
m'zed  Protetior  by  the  Parliament, 
But  before  it  met,  his  fecret  Ene¬ 
mies  in  the  Army,  under  a  Shew 
of  Friendlhip,  had  advifed  him  to 
call  up  to  London  as  many  Officers 
as  could  be  fpared  from  the  Regi¬ 
ments  quartered  in  different  Parts 
of  the  Country,  for  the  better  fup- 
porting  him  in  his  Authority,  if 
the  Parliament  (hould  not  prove 
favourable  to  him.  Richard  think¬ 
ing  this  Advice  was  Sincere,  com¬ 
plied,  not  fufpedting,  that  it  was 
deiigned  only  to  Strengthen  the 
Combination  againft  him.  And 
now  the  Officers  formed  a  Council 
at  London,  which  they  called  the 
Great  Council  of  the  Army,  reftored 
Lambert  to  his  Poll,  and  prefented 
a  Petition  to  the  Proteftor,  de¬ 
manding  Fleetwood  for  their  Ge¬ 
neral.  Richard,  now  perceiving 

their 
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Delign  was  to  make  themfeives 
independent  of  him,  rejected  the 
[■Petition  :  And  the  Commons  voted, 
-that  there  Ihould  be  no  Council  of 
-Officers  whilft  the  Parliament  was 
Hitting.  Upon  this  the  Officers  re¬ 
solved  to  compel  Richard  to  part 
'with  his  Parliament.  They  brought 
up  their  forces  to  Whitehall,  feiz- 
,ed  all  the  Avenues,  and  Dejlorough , 
i  attended  by  a  ftrong  Guard,  demand¬ 
ed  an  Audience  of  the  Protect  >r, 
and  required  him,  in  the  Name  of 
all  the  Officers,  to  diffolve  the  Par¬ 
liament.  He  at  firft  refufed,  but 
upon  Dejlorough' s  threatening  him, 
and  telling  him,  they  were  refolved 
to  have  what  they  demanded,  by 
-fair  Means  or  foul,  he  complied  j 
land  the  Parliament  hav.ng  ad¬ 
journed  for  three  D?ys,  he  imme¬ 
diately  publilhed  a  Proclamation, 
\jlpril  22,  1659,  declaring  them 

jidiffolved ;  though  lngoldjby,  Howard, 
afterwards  Earl  of  CarLjie,  anc  iome 
other  Officers,  had  dhfuaded  him 
from  it,  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Defign,  for  which  they  w  re  after - 
■wards  cafhiered. 

The  Officers  then  Seized  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  taking  no  farther  No¬ 
tice  of  Richard.  But  Things  could 
not  remain  long  in  this  State  of 
Anarchy;  and  fo  they  refolved  to 
reftore  the  Members  of  the  long 
Parliament,  whom  Oliver  had  turned 
out  in  1653  ;  whh'h  they  did  on  the 
yth  of  May,  declaring  for  the  Good 
old  Caufe,  a  Commonwealth,  with¬ 
out  a  fingle  Perfon  or  Houfe  oi  Peers. 
-But  they  had  fit  ft  ch  Ten  Fleetwuod 
for  their  General.  ft  he  Rump  Par¬ 
liament,  thus  reftored,  gave  Richard 
2000 1.  for  paying  his  private  Debts, 
and  ordered  him  to  quit  Whitehall ; 
which -Order  he  quietly  obeyeu,  and 
returned  again  to  a  private  Lite. 
They  alfo  recalled  his  Brother  Herry 
Cromwell from  Ireland ,  who  comp  Sed 
with  their  Orders,  though,  if  he  had 
yefufed,  he  might  have  given  them 
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forr.e  Trouble,  as  he  was  exceedr 
ingiy  beloved  by  the  Soldiery,  as 
wt  il  as  by  the  Englijh  Inhabitants, 
T  here  being  a  great  Number  of  Re¬ 
publicans  in  the  Army,  £nd  among 
the  inferior  Officers,  and  both  Fleet- 
wood  and  Lambert  having  been  dis¬ 
appointed  in  their  Expectation  of 
fucceeding  Oliver,  wiil  account  for 
the  Itrong  and  early  Combination 
agaitiil  Richard.  Lambert  was  am¬ 
bitions  of  being  a  fecond  Cromwell, 
but  as  he  could  not  CQmpufs  his  End, 
w hjlft  Fleetwood  was  General,  he 
complied  with  the  reft  in  reftoring 
the  Rump,  in  hopes  he  Ihould  be 
able  to  manage  Fleetwood,  as  Qhver 
had  managed  Fairfax. 

The  Parliament  had  not  fat  long, 
before  Differences  began  to  arife,  as 
ufual,  between  them  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  Officers.  The  Parliament  want¬ 
ed  to  have  tire  Army  in  Dependence, 
ana  for  that  End  careffed  the  infe¬ 
rior  Officers,  that  they  might  make 
ule  of  them  to  get  rid  of  their  Com¬ 
manders  ;  who,  faffing  aware  of  the 
Parliament’s  Oefigns,  bene  their 
whole  Study  to  prefer  ye  their  Polls 
an.  Authority.  But  before  the  Ani- 
moftty  rofe  :p  any  great  Height, 
they  hud  Information  of  Plots  form¬ 
ing  by  the  Roy  Jiffs  in  divers  Parts 
of  the  Nation  ;  wi.h  whom  ’he  Fref- 
byterians,  from  t  is  Time,  leern  to 
have  jo.ned,  in  Hopes  of  treeing 
themfeives  trom  the  Reftraints  the 
In  le.  ,ei  dants  kept  them  under. 
The  Defign  wa;  timely  fruftrared 
in  moll  Places,  by  Means  of  Thur- 
loe  s  Intelligence  from  Sif  Richard 
Willis,  who  being,  as  it  were,  at  the 
Head  of  the  King’s  Party,  had  been 
long  bribed  by  Oliver  to  betray 
them.  The  only  Riling  was  in  Che- 
Jh ■  re,  where  Sir  George  Booth  having 
go:  together  about  500  Men,  feized 
Chejler,  and  published  a  Manifefto 
againlt  the  Parliament.  Lamiert  was 
fent  againft  him  about  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  Augujl ,  defeated  him,  and 
Z  retook 
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retook  Chefer.  Sir  George  efcaped  for 
that  Time,  but  was  taken  foon  after, 
and  committed  to  the  Tower. 

The  Conteits  between  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  Officers  Hill  continued, 
in  which  Lambert ,  though  abfent, 
had  a  great  Share.  Things  were  at 
lad  come  to  that  Pafs,  that  the  Of¬ 
ficers  faw  they  mull  either  quit  their 
Authority,  and  tamely  fubmit  to  the 
Parliament,  or  once  more  turn  them 
out :  For  which  Purpofe  Lambert 
drew  his  Forces  near  London ,  and 
came  thither  himfelf,  to  affid  at  the 
Confultations  of  his  Friends.  And 
yet  the  Parliament,  being  encou¬ 
raged  by  Monk’s  promifing  to  Hand 
by  them,  ventured  to  cafhier  Lam¬ 
bert,  Defiorougb,  and  fome  other 
principal  Officers,  vacated  Fleet- 
wood’s  Commiffion,  andnamedCom- 
miffioners  to  govern  the  Army.  Up¬ 
on  this,  Lambert  drawing  fome  Re¬ 
giments  into  the  City,  fecured  all 
the  Avenues  to  Weflminfier- Hall,  and 
flopped  the  Speaker  and  Members, 
as  they  were  'going  to  the  Houfe. 
A  flrong  Guard  was  afterwards  pla¬ 
ced  at  the  Parliament  Doors,  to 
hinder  their  Meeting  for  the  future. 

Thus  the  Rump  Parliament  was 
again  depofed  by  the  Army,-  on  Oc¬ 
tober  13,  live  Months  after  they  had 
been  rellored.  And  now  there  was 
a  fecond  Anarchy  of  a  few  Days, 
which  was  rendered  tolerable,  by  the 
Army’s  being  kept  in  exafl  Difci- 
pline,  and  by  the  Officers  appoint¬ 
ing  a  Council  of  Ten  out  of  their 
own  Body  to  take  Care  of  fuch  Af¬ 
fairs  as  were  moll  preffing.  Then 
they  declared  Fleetwood  their  Gene¬ 
ral,  Lambert  their  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral,  and  Dejborough  Commiffary-Ge- 
neral  of  the  Horie.  At  lall,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  26,  they  ellablilhed  a  Committee 
of  Safety,  confiding  of  23,  and  en- 
truded  to  them  the  Government, 
who  were  to  conlider  farther  of  a 
Settlement,  without  a  King,  fugle 
Perfon,  01  Houfe  of  Peers. 


Whild  thefe  Things  were  doing, 
and  Lambert  governed  the  Army  in 
the  Name  of  Fleetwood,  Monk,  who 
hated  Lambert,  refolved  to  march 
out  of  Scotland  with  the  bed  of  his 
Troops,  and  redore  the  Rump  Par¬ 
liament.  As  to  any  other  Defign, 
he  all  along  ufed  the  mod  profound 
Diffimulation,  and  opened  himfelf 
only  as  Circum dances  offered.  But 
as  it  was  known  he  was  preparing 
to  march  into  England,  to  re-ellablilh 
the  Parliament,  the  Members  were 
no  lefs  bufy  in  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
dore  themlelves.  In  the  mean  Time, 
the  Fleet,  the  Governor  of  Portf- 
mouth ,  and  great  Part  of  the  Army, 
deferting  their  Officers,  declared 
for  the  Parliament.  Now  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety,  Fleetwood  and  his 
Affociates  at  London,  were  forced  to 
give  Way,  redgn  their  Authority, 
and  confent  to  the  Meeting  of  the 
Parliament ;  who  accordingly  met 
on  December  26.  Lambert  was  gone 
into  the  North  to  oppofe  Monk ;  but 
when  his  Troops  heard  that  the  Par¬ 
liament  was  redored,  they  put  him 
under  Arred,  and  he  was  brought 
up  to  London,  and  imprifoned  in  the 
Tower. 


The  Redoration  of  the  Rump 
feemed  to  extinguifh  the  Hopes  of 
the  King’s  Friends.  But  what  was 
foon  after  done  by  the  Interpodtion 
of  Monk,  raided  them  again.  He 
entered  England  with  his  Army  on 
January  2,  1659-60.  The  Rump, 
now  fulpefting  he  had  fomething  far¬ 
ther  in  View  than  redoring  them, 
had  rather  he  had  daid  where  he  was ; 
but  he  found  Pretences  to  continue 
his  March,  dill  profeffing  it  was 
purely  for  the  Service  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment.  At  Leicefer,  he  was  met  by 
Deputies  from  London,  with  an  Aa- 
drefs,  praying  the  Redoration  of 
the  Members,  who  had  been  ex¬ 
cluded  in  1648,  when  the  Army  put 
a  Force  up~n  the  Parliament,  in  or¬ 
der  to  accomplifh  their  Defigns  a- 
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j  g.iinft  the  late  King.  And  at  feveral 
1  Places,  as  he  marched  along,  he  re* 
•  ceived  Addreffes  to  the  fame  Per- 
;pofe,  to  which  he  gave  uncertain  An- 
Twers,  the  better  to  conceal  his  De- 
lign,  which  Tome  thought  was  to  iet 
up  himfelf,  like  Cromwell,  and 
,  others,  to  reftore  the  King.  In  thefe 
Addreffes,  the  Prefbyterians  feemed 
to  have  joined  with  the  Royalifts,  as 
thofe  feciuded  Members  were  moft'y 
of  the  Prefbytcrian  Stamp.  They 
were  defirous  now  to  refcue  them- 
felves  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendants  at  any  Rate.  Oliver  had 
indeed  fuffered  their  Church -Go¬ 
vernment  to  continue,  but  with  a 
full  Liberty  to  the  other  Sects,  which 
was  their  great  Grievance. 

Eoth  the  Parliament  and  Army 
were  uneafy  at  Monk's  Proceedings; 
but  the  Pa.liamer.t  was  more  jealous 
of  their  own  Army,  than  cf  Monk’s ; 
and  this  hindered  them  from  unit¬ 
ing,  which  would  effectually  have 
ruined  his  Scheme  :  Inltead  of  this, 
upon  Monk’s  Approach,  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  at  his  Defire,  ordered  the 
Regiments  quartered  about  London 
to  retire  at  a  Diftance,  to  make 
Room  for  his  Troops.  Lambert  was 
now  in  the  Tower ;  and  Fleetwood, 
and  the  reft,  loft  their  Courage,  as 
doubting  whether  they  fhould  be 
able  to  preferve  their  Command  over 
their  -inferior  Officers ;  and  fo  they 
tamely  fubmitted  to  this  Order,  of 
the  Parliament. 

Monk  entered  London,  February  4, 
and  the  next  Day  going  to  the  Par¬ 
liament,  received  the  Thanks  of 
the  Houfe.  A  few  Days  after,  the 
City  of  London,  refufing  to  pay  any 
more  Taxes,  till  the  Parliament  was 
filled,  Monk  was  ordered  to  march 
into  the  City  and  chaftife  them,  by 
taking  away  their  Gates,  I*ortcul- 
lices,  Pofts,  and  Chains,  and  arreft- 
ing  eleven  of  the  Ccmmon-Council : 
Which  he,  thinking  it  expedient,  as 
yet,  to  keep  fair  with  the  Parlia¬ 


ment,  punctually  executed;  at  which 
the  City  was  greatly  enraged  againft 
him;  but  he  ibon  made  them  eafy 
again,  by  returning  with  his  Forces, 
reconciling  himfelf  to  the  Magiftrates 
and  Citizens,  and  promifing  to  re»- 
ltore  the  feciuded  Members ;  which 
occafioned  great  Rejoicings,  Ring* 
ing  of  Bells,  and  Bonfires,  at  which 
a  great  many  Rumps  were  roafted,  in 
Derifion  of  the  fitting  Members, 

In  fhort,  on  February  1  z.  Monk  put: 
his  grand  Defign  in  Execution. 
The  lecluded  Members  attended  hint 
in  a  Body  at  Whitehall,  from  whence, 
after  receiving  their  Promife  to  pall 
a  free  Parliament,  and  then  diffojve 
themfelves,  he  gave  them  a  Guard 
to  the  Parliament  -  Houfe,  where 
they  took  their  Seats ;  upon  which, 
the  Leaders  of  the  Independant  and 
Republican  Party,  lurprized  ai  this 
fudden  Appearance  of  the  feciuded 
Members  among#  them,  withdrew 
from  the  Houfe. 

The  Parliament  thus  altered  re¬ 
pealed  the  Oath  for  abjuring  Charles 
Stuart,  as  alfo  the  Engagement  to 
be  faithful  to  the  Commonwealth 
without  a  King,  or  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  paffed  feveral  other  Votes  in 
favour  of  the  King’s  Reftoration  ; 
and  then  having  iftVed  out  'Writs  for 
calling  a  free  Parliament,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  new  Council  of  State,  they 
diffolved  themfelves  on  the  16th  of 
March. 

Before  the  new  Parliament  met, 
Lambert  having  efcaped  out  of  the 
Tower,  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of 
fome  difeontented  Troops  in  Nerth- 
amptonfhire :  But  Ingoldjby,  being 
immediately  fent  againft  them  by 
Monk,  came  unawares  upon  them, 
April  zz,  difperfed  them,  and  took 
Lambert  Prifoner,  who  was  again 
fent  to  the  T 1  wer. 

The  Parliament  met  in  two 
Houfes,  Lords  and  Commons,  on 
April  25,  1660,  and  it  foon  appear¬ 
ed,  that  many  Royalifts  had  been 
Z  2  elected. 
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elected.  The  King’s  Letters  to  the 
Lords,  and  Commons,  from  Breda , 
(whither  his  Majefty  removed  by 
General  Monk's  Advice)  were  feve- 
fally  read  in  both  Houfes,  together 
with  his  gracious  Declaration  to  all 
his  loving  Subjects,  ‘  Granting  a 

*  free  and  general  Pardon,  which 
«  he  would  be  ready  on  Demand, 

*  to  pafs  under  the  Great  Seal  of 

*  England,  to  all  that  Ihould  lay  hold 

*  of  it  within  forty  Days,  excepting 

*  only  fuch  Perfons  as  Ihould  here- 

*  after  be  excepted  by  Parliament  ; 

*  and  a  Liberty  to  tender  Confci- 

*  ences,  fo  that  none  Ihould  be  quef- 

*  tioned  for  Difference  of  Opinion 

*  in  Matters  of  Religion,  which 
«  did  not  difturb  the  Peace  of  the 

*  Kingdom,  Immediately 

upon  this,  both  Houfes  voted.  That 
by  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the 
Kingdom,  the  Government  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  by  King ,  Lords ,  and 
Commons.  Then  the  Commons  vot¬ 
ed  a  Prefent  of  50,000 /.  to  the  King, 
30,000/.  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
5000/.  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler. 
On  May  8,  his  Majefty  was  pro¬ 
claimed,  and  three  Days  after,  Com- 
miflioners  from  the  Parliament  and 
City  fet  out,  to  wait  on  him  in  Hol¬ 
land  ;  with  whom  went  alfo  fome 
Prefbyterian  Minifters.  On  the  23d, 
the  King  embarked,  and  two  Days 
after  having  landed  at  Dover,  on 
the  29th  arrived  at  Whitehall,  amidft 
numberlefs  Crowds  of  People,  con¬ 
gratulating  him,  on  his  being  re- 
ilored,  with  the  loudeft  Acclamations 
of  Joy.  Thus  was  this  great  Revo¬ 
lution  effected  without  any  Effufion 
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of  Blood  :  But  what  is  more  to  be 
wondered  at,  is,  that  whereas  fo 
much  Blood  had  been  fpilt  to  com¬ 
pel  Charles  I.  to  come  to  Terms  with 
his  People,  towards  which,  it  is 
certain,  he  at  laft  made  large  Con- 
ceflions,  Charles  II.  Ihould  be  re¬ 
ceived  without  any  Conditions  at 
all.  Upon  this  Bilhop  Burnet,  in 
the  Hijlory  of  his  own  Times,  tells 
us.  That  Hale,  afterwards  Lord 
Chief- Juftice,  did  move,  that  a  Com¬ 
mittee  might  be  appointed  to  look 
into  the  Propofftions  that  had  been 
made,  and  the  Conceflions  that  had 
been  offered  by  the  late  King,  and 
from  thence  digeft  fuch  Propofftions 
as  they  fhould  think  fit  to  be  fent 
over  to  the  King.  This  was  fe- 
conded,  but  by  whom  the  Bifhop 
had  forgot.  As  fuch  a  Motion 
was  forefeen.  Monk  was  inftructed 
how  to  anfwer  it :  He  told  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  Information  of  fuch 
Numbers  of  Incendiaries  ftill  in  the 
Kingdom,  that  if  any  Delay  was 
put  to  the  fending  for  the  King,  he 
could  not  anfwer  for  the  Peace, 
either  of  the  Nation  or  Army  :  And, 
as  the  King  was  to  bring  neither 
Army  norTreafure  with  him,  either 
to  fright  or  corrupt  them,  Propofi- 
tions  might  be  as  well  offered  to 
him  when  he  fhould  come  over ;  fo 
moved  for  fending  Commiffioners 
immediately.  This  was  echoed 
with  fuch  a  Shout  over  the  Houfe, 
that  Hale's  Motion  was  no  more  in¬ 
filled  on.  To  the  King’s  Coming- 
in  without  Conditions  may  well  be 
imputed,  fays  the  Bifhop,  all  the 
Errors  of  his  Reign. 
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U  C  H  a  Tide  of  extravagant 
Joy  overfpread  the  Nation, 
upon  the  King’s  Arrival,  as, 
in  the  End,  very  much  hurt  the 
Morals  of  the  People,  and  intro¬ 
duced  an  almoft  univerfal  Dilfolute- 
jnefs  of  Manners,  which  was  encou¬ 
raged  and  propagated  by  the  ill  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  King  and  the  Court; 
.to  that  from  Enthufiafm  and  Fanati- 
.cjfm,  the  prevailing  Spirit  of  the  late 
-Times,  the  Englijh  fell  into  the  op- 
polite  Extreme  of  Licentioufnafs 
and  Immorality ;  as  one  or  the  other 
jof  thefe  Extremes  will  always  be  the 
Confequence  of  Men’s  not  govern¬ 
ing  themfelves  by  Reafon. 

The  Confidence  tjie  People  had 
in  the  King,  from  the  extraordinary 
good  Opinion  they  had  been  prepof- 
fefled  with  in  his  Favpur,  and  their 
Tranfports  of  Joy  at  being  delivered 
from  the  late  Confufions  and  Dif- 
tra&ions,  by  Means  of  his  Reitera¬ 
tion,  wil|  account  for  the  excelfive 


Complaifance  that  was  Ihewn  to  the 
Court  at  the  Beginning  of  this  great 
Event,  fo  that  the  Parliament  could 
fcarce  deny  the  King  any  Thing  ; 
and  the  ill  Ufe  that  was  made  of 
this  Confidence  was  the  chief  Caufe 
of  the  Oppofition  that  was  made  to 
the  Court  afterwards. 

Not  only  the  Character  of  King 
Charles  II.  but  that  of  the  Duke  of 
York ,  who  bore  the  chief  Sway  in 
the  Counfels  of  the  King  his  Bro¬ 
ther,  is  to  be  confidered,  if  we  would 
know  the  Source  of  the  principal 
Events  of  this  Reign.  King  Charles 
was  endowed  with  many  engaging 
Qualities,  and  excellent  Talents, 
which  might  have  made  his  Reign 
glorious,  if  he  had  made  a  better 
Ufe  of  them.  He  was  affable  and 
good-natured,  had  a  furprizing 
ready  Wit,  a  lolid  Judgment,  and  a 
deep  Penetration.  But  what  fpoiled 
all,  was  his  excelfive  Indolence,  and 
Love  of  Eale  and  Pleafure,  to 
Z  3  which 
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ivhich  he  was  fo  immoderately  ad- 
difted,  that  he  would  facrifice  any 
Thing  to  it,  even  the  Good  and 
Welfare  of  his  Kingdoms,  which 
might  fink  or  fwim,  fo  that  he 
could  but  gratify  his  Inclinations. 
He  had  abundance  of  Miftrefles, 
and  his  whole  Time  and  Treafure 
Were  in  a  Manner  devoted  to  therm 
Add  to  this,  that  though  he  em¬ 
braced  the  Popifh  Religion  abroad, 
in  Hopes  of  having  the  Aid  of  the 
Catholick  Princes  towards  his  Re- 
ftoration  j  yet  he  was  quite  indiffe¬ 
rent  to  all  Religions,  arid  it  was  all 
one  to  him,  whether  Popery,  or 
Proteftantifm,  were  the  Religion  of 
Etigland,  fo  that  he  could  but  enjoy 
his  beloved  Eafe  and  Pleafure.  But 
here  we  mull  take  in  the  Character 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  of 
an  adlve,  violent,  and  vindictive 
'Temper,  and  fuch  a  thorough  Bigot 
to  Popery,  that  he  would  flick  at 
iiothing  to  have  it  eflablifhed ;  and 
in  order  to  that,  laboured  to  extend 
the  Prerogative,  and  to  efcablifh  an 
arbitrary  Governmenti  This  then, 
joined  with  the  Indolence  of  the 
Kino-,  of  which  the  Duke  of  York 
made  his  advantage,  to  purfue  the 
Schemes  he  had  formed,  was  the 
chief  Occafion  of  the  Diftraflions 
and  Animofl ties  in  the  latter  End  of 
this  Reign  :  For  it  was  forae  l  ime 
after  the  Reiteration,  and  as  it  were 
by  infenfibls  Degrees,  that  thefe 
Defigns  di (covered  themfelves.  Af¬ 
ter  thefe  Remarks,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  give  a  brief  Narration  of 
the  principal  Tramadtions  and 
Events  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  If. 

The  King,  in  forming  his  Coun¬ 
cil,  tock  in  fome,  that  had  been 
deeply  enough  engaged  againft  his 
Father  and  himfelf,  but  afterwards 
promoted  his  Reiteration  ;  as,  Den¬ 
til  ■ Hollis ,  afterwards  Lord  Hollis, 
the  Earl  of  Mancbefer,  Sir  Anthony 
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AJhhy  Cooper,  and  others,  who  had 
been  Prelbyterians.  And  to  humour 
that  Party  for  the  prefect,  Mr.  Bax¬ 
ter,  and  Mr.  Calamy ,  were  appoint¬ 
ed  his  Chaplains  in  Ordinary.  Sir 
Edward  Hyde,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  a  great  Enemy  to  thefe 
People,  who  had  conftantiy  attend¬ 
ed  the  King  in  his  Exile,  was  his 
Lord  Chancellor  and  Prime  Minif- 
ter ;  the  Earl  cf  Southampton,  Lord 
Treafurer;  Edward  Montague  (af¬ 
terwards  Earl  of  Sandwich )  who 
had  been  one  of  Cromwell's  Admi¬ 
rals  in  Conjunction  with  Blake,  was 
Commander  of  the  Fleet;  and  George 
Monk,  who  had  been  made  Knight 
of  the  Garter  upon  the  King’s  Land¬ 
ing,  was  continued  General  cf  all 
the  Forces,  and  created  Duke  of 
Albemarle. 

The  Aflembly,  which  reflored 
the  King,  had  been  fummoned  by 
a  Commonwealth  Writ,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Keepers  cf  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  England  :  It  was,  however, 
called  a  Parliament,  till  his  Arrival, 
but  then  had  only  the  Name  of 
Convention ;  however,  two  Days 
after,  the  King  went  to  the  Houle, 
and  gave  his  Afient  to  an  Act  for 
changing  the  Convention  into  a  Par¬ 
liament. 

In  July,  the  City  of  London  gave 
a  magnificent  Entertainment  to  the 
King,  his  two  Brothers  the  Dukes 
of  York  and  Gloucefer,  the  great 
Officers  of  the  Grown,  and  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament. 

The  Ad  of  Indemnity  or  Ob¬ 
livion  had  been  depending  for 
fome  Time,  and  the  King  lent  a 
Meflage  to  the  Commons,  and 
came  to  the  Ploufe  cf  Lords,  to 
haflen  it,  according  to  his  Decla¬ 
ration  from  Breda.  At  lafi  it  palled 
both  Houfes,  and  his  Majefly  gave 
his  Afient  to  it  on  Auguf  29.  T here 
were  excepted  out  of  it,  the  late 
King’s  Judges,  and  fome  others, 
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who  had  been  deeply  concerned  in 
,his  Death.  Twenty-five  of  thofe 
.Perfons  were  dead,  whofe  Eilates 
were  confifcateJ  ;  19  had  made  their 
:  Efcapes,  of  whom  Ludlow  was  one, 
who  were  afterwards  attainted  ;  fe- 
„ven  were  thought  worthy  of  the 
King’s  Mercy,  as  being  lefs  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  Crime,  or  having 
joined  in  promoting  the  Reftoration  ; 
and  29  were  tried  in  Odober,  and 
condemned  to  die :  But  of  thefe, 
19,  who  had  furrendered  themfelves 
upon  the  King’s  Proclamation,  were 
fpared  as  to  Life,  but  referved  for 
other  Punifhments,  as  Imprifonment, 
Banilhroent,  and  Confifcation  of 
Eftate ;  fo  that  only  1  o  were  exe¬ 
cuted  at  this  Time,  •viz.  Major  Ge¬ 
lt  neral  Harri/on,  Carew,  Cooky  Scot, 
Clement,  Scroop,  Jones,  and  Hugh 
L  Peters,  (an  incendiary  Preacher  in 

-  thofe  Times)  at  Charing-Crofs  ;  and 
,  Hacker,  and  Axtel,  at  Tyburn  ;  all 

j uftifying  what  they  had  done  to  the 
tlaft,  and  looking  upon  themfelves 
[  as  Martyrs.  Some  Time  after, 
c  three  of  thofe  who  had  made  their 
■  Efcape,  •viz.  Corbet,  Qkey,  and  Bark- 
t  fiead,  were  apprehended  in  Hol¬ 
land,  brought  over  to  England,  and 

-  executed.  Sir  Henry  Vane  was  like- 
wife  tried,  condemned,  and  behead¬ 
ed  on  Tower -Hill-,  and  Lambert,  whp 
was  tried  at  the  fame  Time,  was 

;  reprieved  from  Death,  but  impri- 
foned  for  Life  in  the  llland  of 
Guernjey.  The  Bodies  of  Crom¬ 
well,  Ireton,  Bradjhaw  and  Pride, 
were  taken  up,  and  hanged  for  a 
whole  Day  at  Tyburn,  and  then 
buried  under  the  Gallows.  This 
may  be  true  as  to  the  three  laft ;  but 
whether  the  Body  taken  up  for 
Cromwell's  was  really  his”  may  be 
doubted,  from  the  Uncertainty  of 
the  Place  of  his  Burial,  as  before 
related. 

At  the  fame  Time  that  the  King 
palled  the  Ad  of  Indemnity,  he  gave 
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his  Affent  fo  an  Ad  for  a  perpetual 
Anniverfary  Thank/giving  an  the 
29 th  of  May,  the  Day  of  his  Arri¬ 
val  in  England.  The  Commons, 
foon  after,  voted  1,200,000/.  for 
the  ordinary  Expences  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  There  were  feme  Court 
Sycophants,  who  undertook  to  have 
a  perpetual  annual  Revenue  of  two 
Millions  fettled  on  the  King,  which 
would  have  fet  him  above  Parlia¬ 
ments  :  But  this  was  honeftly  op- 
pofed  and  defeated  by  the  Lord 
Clarendon. 

In  the  Midft  of  the  Joy  for  the 
Reftoration,  the  King  and  Nation 
met  with  one  great  Afflidlion  in  the 
Death  of  Henry  Duke  of  Gloucejier , 
his  Majefty’s  youngeft  Brother,  a 
very  hopeful  Prince  ;  who  died  of 
the  Small-Pox,  at  about  20  Years  of 
Age,  on  September  13.  I  lhall  juft 
take  Notice  here,  that  the  Princefs 
Elizabeth,  the  King’s  fecond  Sifter, 
died  in  Carifbrook-Cajlle,  during  the 
Ufurpation,  a  few  Days  after  the 
Battle  of  Dunbar. 

The  Hierarchy,  which  had  fuf- 
fered  the  fame  Pate  with  the  Mo¬ 
narchy,  was  now  to  be  re-eftablilhed 
with  it.  The  Bifliops,  who  were 
ftill  living,  being  nine  in  Number, 
were  reltored ;  and  others  were  con- 
fecrated  to  fill  the  vacant  Sees.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Calamy,  Baxter,  Manton,  Bates , 
and  Bowles,  all  eminent  Prelbyteri- 
an  Minifters,  were  offered  dilho- 
pricks  and  Deaneries ;  though  none 
accepted  but  Reynolds,  who  was  made 
Bilhop  Oi  Norwich. 

In  Odober,  the  Princefs  Dowager 
of  Orange  came  over  to  England , 
to  congratulate  the  King,  her  Bro¬ 
ther,  on  his  Reftoration  :  A .  d  the 
Queen-Mother  arrived  in  the  fol¬ 
ic  wing  Month,  bringing  with  her 
the  Princefs  Henrietta,  her  youngeft 
Daughter,  who,  by  the  King  her 
Brother's  Confent,  was  married  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  Duke 
Z  4  of 
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of  York ,  a  little  before,  married 
Annei  eldelt  Daughter  of  Chancel¬ 
lor  Hyde ,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  to 
wh6m  he  had  been  contradted  at 
Breda.  The  Queen-Mother  was  as 
much  difpleafed  with  this  Marriage, 
as  Ihe  was  pleafed  with  fhat  of  her 
Daughter.  The  PrinCefs  of  Orange 
bad  been  but  about  tw'O  Months  in 
England,  when  hie  was  taken  ill  of 
the  Small-Pox,  and  died  on  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  leaving  only  one  Son,  Wil- 
liumi  Prihce  of  Orange ,  how  about 
ten  Years  old,  and  afterwards  King 
of  England. 

The  Parliament,  after  about  two 
Months  Recefs,  having  granted 
Money  fct  difbanding  the  Army, 
that  great  Wofk  Was  effected  in  a 
few  Months,  all  beihg  dilbanded 
except  Monk's  Regiment.  But  then, 
the  King  introduced  a  new  Culldm, 
by  forming  to  himfelf  a  Guard  of 
two  Regiments,  one  of  Horfe,  and 
another  Of  Foot ;  which  filled  feve- 
ral  with  Apprehertlions.  This  Par¬ 
liament,  Which  the  King  would 

have  to  be  called  the  Healing  Parlia- 
ment,  wa.  diflblved  on  December  29, 
after  the  Palling  of  ieverai  Adts ; 
and  among  the  reft,  cine  for  eredling 
a  Foil-Cilice  j  another  for  an  Impofl 
bn  Ale,  Beer,  Cyder ,  and  ether  Li¬ 
quors  ;  and  a  third,  for  taking  away 
the  Court  of  Wards,  and  Liveries, 
together  with  Tenufe  in  Capite, 
Knights  Service,  and  Pufveyances, 
and  for  fettling  a  Revenue  Upon  his 
Majefyi  in  Lieu  thereof. 

The  Royal  Society  was  founded  this 
Year,  1660,  by  the  King’s  Letters 
Patent,  for  Experiments  and  Difco- 
Veries  in  Natural  Philofophy  and 
Mechanicks.  Dr.  Henry  Hammond, 
the  famou  Divine  and  Commenta¬ 
tor,  died  the  fame  Year,  a  little  be¬ 
fore  the  Reiteration. 

On  January  6,  x  660-1,  there  was 
a  fudden  Infurredlion  of  the  Fifth- 
Monarchy  Men,  who  expedted  the 


per  (onal  Reign  of  Chrifl  nprart 
Earth.  d  hey  ifTued  out,  well- 
armed,  about  lixty  in  Number, 
under  their  Leader  Thomas  Fenner, 
and  fought  defperately  with  the 
City  Trained-Bands,  and  a  Party 
of  Horfe  and  Foot  tliat  were  fent 
again!!  them.  At  la  it  they  were 
defeated,  after  feveral  had  been 
killed  on  both  Sides,  and  Venner 
with  about  lixteen  of  his  Accom¬ 
plices  were  taken  and  hanged.  This 
Accident  ferved  as  a  Handle  to  the 
Court  to  fupprefs  the  Prefbyterians 
and  all  other  Sedis,  who  now  be¬ 
gan  to  be  confounded  under  the  ge¬ 
neral  Name  of  Dijfenters  or  Noncon¬ 
form  fs. 

Meafures  had  been  taken,  laft 
Year,  to  fupprefs  the  Kirk- Party 
in  Scotland.1  And  this  Year,  Epif- 
copacy  was  reltored  in  that  King¬ 
dom,  and  the  Parliament  there, 
wholly  devoted  to  the  Court,  ab¬ 
rogated  the  Solemn  League  and  Cove¬ 
nant,  that  Idol  of  the  Majority  of  the 
Scots  Nation,  aiid  made  feveral  other 
Adis,  in  Favour  of  the  King,  and 
again  ft  the  Prelbyterians.  Not  long 
after,  the  Marquefs  of  Argyle,  the 
Chief  of  the  Kirk-Party,  was  be-* 
headed  at  Edinburgh. 

On  March  25,  1661,  a  Confe-, 
rence  was  opened  at  the  Bilhop  of 
London  s  Houle  in  the  Savoy,  be¬ 
tween  f  me  Bifitops  and  other1 
Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  fame  Number  of 
P  elbytefian  Divines,  by  Virtue  cf 
a  Commiflioh  from  his  Majefty,  to 
advife  upon  and  iCview  the  Book 
of  Common- Prayer,  and  make  fuch 
Alterations  and  Amendments,  as 
Ihould  be  agreed  upon  by  both 
Parties.  But  though  fome  very  flight 
Alterations  were  made,  this  Con¬ 
ference  had  the  Fate  tifual  to  all 
Conferences  of  the  like  Nature  J 
that  is,  it  came  to  nothing,  both 
Sides  being  too  rigidly  tenacious 
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rt)f  their  own  Ways  and  Opinions : 
-Not  to  fay,  that  the  Party  which 
is  uppermolt,  which  foever  it  be, 
.has  ieldom  a  fincere  Defire  of  an 
;  Accommodation. 

.  The  King  was  crowned  with  the 
i  ufual  Solemn  ty,  on  April  23  ;  on 
Which  Occafior,  among  other  Pro- 
1  motions*  Sir  Gee  eg  e  Booth  was  cre¬ 
ated  Lord  Tie-la-mere  ;  6:r  Anthony 
AJhley  Cooper,  Lord  Afley  of  Wim r 
borne ;  Sir  Charles  Howard,  t  rl  of 
Carlijle  3  and  Arthur  Lord  Capel, 
Earl  of  Ljjex. 

A  new  Parliament  met  on  the 
Sth  of  May,  and  how  agreeable  it 
Was  to  the  Court,  appears  by  its 
Jong  Continuance,  which  was  al- 
f  molt  18  Years.  It  was  aftervvards 
3  called  the  Penjitnafy  Parliament, 
when  it  was  known  that  many  of 
-  the  Members  had  Penfions  from  the 
King.  However,  th-ir  Eyes  were 
at  iait  opened,  and  they  turned  a- 
gainit  the  Court,  as  will  be  feen  in 
its  proper  Place.  The  firft  Thing 
they  did,  was  to  order  the  Solemn 
League  ar.d  Covenant,  the  A  cl  for  try¬ 
ing  the  late  King,  and  feveral  other 
Afts  made  agaimt  the  Royal  Family, 
under  the  Commonwealth  and  Pro- 
teftorate  of  Oliver,  to  be  burnt  by 
the  Hands  of  the  Common  Hang¬ 
man. 

On  July  30,  the  King  gave  his 
Aflent  to  an  Acl  for  reforing  the  Bi- 
froops  to  their  Seats  in  the  Houfe  of 
Pe.rs,  and  to  ariother  for  declaring 
the  foie  Right  of  the  Militia  to  be  in 
the  King’,  and  then  permitted  the 
Houfes  to  adjourn  to  November  20, 
When  they  met  accordingly,  and  on 
the  20th  of  the  following  Month, 
the  King  gave  his  AlTent  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  Corporation  Acl,  which  was  de- 
figned  to  exclude  the  Nonconform- 
ifts  from  any  Share  in  tbe  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Corporations. 

Elizabeth,  Eleftrefs  Palatine,  and 
Queen  of  Bohemia,  the  King’s  Aunt, 
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and  Daughter  of  King  fames  I.  who 
arrived  in  England  in  May,  1661, 
died  at  London  on  February  1 3  fol¬ 
lowing.  She  had  eight  Sons,  and 
five  Daughters,  of  whom  the  youngeft 
furviving,  the  Princefs  Sophia,  Mo¬ 
ther  of  King  Georgs  I.  was  declared 
Heir  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain , 
in  1701. 

On  May  17,  1662,  an  Aft  palled 
fora  perpetual  and  annual  Tax  of  two 
Shillings  on  every  Chimney-Hearth ; 
and  an  ASX  for  the  Uniformity  of  pub-r 
lick  Prayers,  and  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Sacraments  :  In  Confequence  of 
which  Aft,  about  2000  Minifters, 
moftly  Prefbyterian,  but  fome  of 
other  Parties,  for  refuting  to  con¬ 
form,  were  obliged,  on  Augujl  24, 
St.  Bartholomew  s-Day,  to  quit  their 
Livings  in  the  Church.  Thefe,  and 
fome  other  Afts,  being  paffed,  the 
Parliament  was  prorogued  to  Febru¬ 
ary  18. 

A  Treaty  of  Marriage  having 
been  concluded  between  his  Majefly 
and  Catharine  Princefs  of  Portugal, 
fhe  landed  at  Portfmouth  in  May, 
where  the  King  met  her,  and  the 
Marriage  was  folemnized.  The 
Queen  -  Mother,  who  left  England 
the  Year  before,  now  came  over 
again,  and  after  three  Years  Refi- 
dence  here,  went  back  again  to 
France. 

The  Sale  Of  Dunkirk ,  this  Year, 
to  the  French  King,  for  five  Milli¬ 
ons  of  Litres,  made  a  great  Noife 
in  England,  and  was  much  refiefted 
upon.  The  King  was  in  great  Want 
of  Money,  notwithftanding  the  vail 
Sums  granted  him  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  which  feems  to  have  been 
the  Motive  to  this  inglorious  Mea- 
fure,  in  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Clarendon  is  faid  to  have  had  the 
chief  Hand. 

William  Lenthall,  Speaker  of  the 
Long  Parliament,  died  this  Year; 
as  did,  the  Year  before.  Sir  Arthur 

Haferigg , 
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Hajlerigg  in  the  Tower,  and  Dr. 
Brian  Walton ,  Biftiop  of  Chejler,  the 
Compiler  of  the  Polyglot  Bible. 

In  January;  1662-3,  the  King 
pubiilhed  a  Declaration  in  Favour 
ef  the  Prefbyterians,  todifpenfe  with 
their  Compliance  with  fome  Arti¬ 
cles  in  the  Ad  of  Uniformity.  It 
feems,  it  was  the  Defign  of  the 
Court,  in  firft  perfecuting  the  Pref¬ 
byterians,  and  then  giving  them  an 
Indulgence  to  pacify  them,  for 
fear,  as  was  pretended,  ofDangor 
to  the  State,  from  fo  numerous  a 
Body  firmly  united  together,  to  con¬ 
vince  the  Parliament  of  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  granting,  at  laft,  a  To¬ 
leration  to  all  Nonconformills,  in 
which  the  Papifts  might  be  inchri- 
ed.  So  that  to  procure  Advantages 
for  the  Papifts,  and  to  favour  them, 
under  Pretence  of  favouring  the 
Prefbyterians,  was  the  grand  Scheme 
of  the  King  and  his  Courtiers.  But 
here  the  Lord  Clarendon  muft  be  ex¬ 
cepted,  who,  as  he  hated  the  Pref¬ 
byterians,  was  no  Friend  to  the 
Papifts,  and  therefore,  from  this 
Time  began  to  fink  in  his  Credit  at 
Court. 

The  Parliament  meeting  on  Fe- 
Iruary  18,  the  King,  in  his  Speech, 
gave  them  the  Reafons  which  mov¬ 
ed  him  to  publilh  his  Declaration 
concerning  the  Ad  of  Uniformity. 
The  Commons,  who  ftncerely  hated 
the  Prefbyterians,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  difiiked  the  Papifts,  were 
alarmed  at  it,  and  addreffed  the 
King  ago  in  it  it  ;  and  both  Houfes 
joined  in  defiring  him  to  ifiue  out 
a  Proclamation  againft  popifh  Priefts 
and  Jefuits  ;  which  he  accordingly 
did,  but  to  as  little  Effect  as  thoie 
pubiilhed  by  his  Father  and  Grand¬ 
father.  However,  as  it  was  not 
then  known,  that  the  King  had 
turned  Papift  abroad,  his  Profeffions 
of  Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Religion 
gaffed  well  enough. 


The  popifh  Cabal,  knowing  the 
Lord  Clarendon  was  not  a  Man  for 
their  Purpofe,  endeavoured  by  all 
Means  to  get  rid  of  him.  To  this 
End,  Digby  Earl  of  Brifiol,  a  pro- 
fefled  Papift,  July  10,  1663,  im¬ 
peached  him  of  High-Treafon  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  exhibited 
Articles  againft  him  ;  but  they  were 
moft  of  them  fo  very  inconfiftent 
and  improbable,  that  the  Lords 
unanimoully  rejefled  the  Impeach¬ 
ment.  On  the  27th,  the  Parliament, 
after  havin'?  fettled  the  Revenues  of 

O 

the  P  of -Office,  and  Wine-Licences , 
on  the  Duke  oi  York,  was  prorogued 
to  March  16. 

As  there  had  been  before  feveral 
Rumours  of  Plots  carrying  on  by 
the  Republicans,  fo  this  Year  one 
was  difcovered,  which  was  faid  to 
be  for  a  general  Infurrection  ;  but 
though  it  was  attended  with  fome 
impropable  Circumftances,  about 
twenty  Perfons  were  taken  up  for  it 
and  hanged. 

Dr.  William  Juxon,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  who  had  been  Lord 
Trealurer  to  King  Charles  I.  and 
attended  him  on  the  Scaffold,  died 
th’s  Year,  and  was  fucceer.ww  by  Dr. 
Gilbert  Sheldon,  Bifhop  of  London. 

When  the  Parliament  met  again, 
on  March  16,  1663-4,  they,  at 
the  King's  Defire,  repealed  the  Ad 
for  Triennial  Parliaments  ;  and  as 
his  Majefty  had  a  Mind  to  go  to 
War  with  the  Dutch,  the  Parliament 
was  artfully  brought  into  it,  and 
in  their  next  Seffion,  which  was 
in  November,  voted  2,500,000  /. 
for  carrying  it  on.  In  the  mean 
Time,  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was 
Lord  High-Admiral,  fell  upon  the 
Dutch  Bourdeaux  Fleet,  before  the 
War  was  declared,  and  took  130 
Sail  of  them,  laden  with  Wine 
and  Brandy.  The  Injuries  and  In- 
fults  of  the  Dutch  upon  our  Trade, 
were  afiigned  as  the  Ground  oi 


!  this  War  ;  but  by  the  feveral  Steps 
’  taken  towards  it,  by  the  Court  of 
England,  it  feemr,  that  this  was  only 
a  Pretence,  and  that  there  were  other 
r  fecret  Motives  to  it. 

In  May,  this  Year,  1664,  the 
famous  Conventicle  Ad  was  puffed  ; 
whereby,  if  any  one  fhould  repair 
to  Conventicles  (as  the  Meetings 
of  the  Nonconformifts  for  religi¬ 
ous  Worfhip  were  called)  the  firft 
Offence  W2s  punifhable  with  5/. 
or  three  Months  Imprifonment, 
and  10/.  for  a  Peer  5  the  fecond  Of¬ 
fence  with  lo/.  or  1ik  Months  Im¬ 
prifonment,  and  20/.  for  a  Peer  ; 
But  for  the  third  Offence,  after  a 
Trial  by  a  Jury,  ami  the  Trial  of  a 
Peer,  by  his  Peers,  the  Party  con¬ 
victed  was  to  be  tranfported  to  fome 
foreigh  Plantation,  unlefs  he  laid 
down  100/. 

The  Money-Bill  being  paffed  in 
January,  1664-5,  the  King,  foon 
after,  declared  War  againft  the 
States-General.  The  Declaration 
bore  Date  February  22,  but  was 
not  proclaimed  till  March  2,  when 
the  Parliament  was  prorogued.  In 
this  Seffion,  the  Clergy  gave  up 
their  Right  of  taxing  themfelves 
in  Convocation,  and  have  ever  fince 
been  taxed  by  the  Parliament,  in 
common  with  other  Subjects  j  which 
has  rendered  Convocations  little 
more  than  a  Matter  of  Form,  as 
being  lefs  neceffary  to  the  Crown. 
And  from  this  Time,  the  Clergy 
have  voted  at  Elections  for  Members 
of  Parliament. 

The  Duke  of  York  failed  in 
May,  1665,  with  a  Fleet  of  107 
Men  of  War,  and  14  Fire-fhips, 
and  having  alarmed  the  Coaft  of 
Holland,  before  the  Dutch  were 
ready,  and  taken  feveral  of  their 
homeward-bound  Ships,  he  re¬ 
turned  with  the  Fleet  to  Harwich  ; 
which  gave  the  Enemy  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  intercepting  the  Eng- 
lijh  Hamburgh  Fleet.  The  Holland 


and  Zealand  Squadrons  being  join¬ 
ed,  compofed  a  Fleet  of  1 20  Men  of 
War,  befides  Fire-lhips,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Admiral  Op- 
dam  ;  and  on  June  3,  there  was  a 
remarkable  Engagement,  wherein 
the  Dutch  were  beaten,  having 
loft  a  great  many  of  their  Ships, 
though  the  Number  is  varioufly  re¬ 
lated  :  According  to  the  loweft 
Account,  there  were  about  20 ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  Opdam,  with  his 
Ship  and  all  his  Men,  were  blown 
up.  The  Englijh  loft  but  four 
Ships,  fome  fay  but  one,  but  feve¬ 
ral  Perfons  of  DiftinCtion  were 
killed.  The  King  appointed  a 
Day  of  Thanklgiving  for  this 
Victory,  and  feveral  Medals  were 
ftruck  in  Honour  of  the  Duke  of 
York . 

The  Fleet  was  next  commanded 
by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  feize  the  Dutch  Smyrna 
and  Eajl-India  Fleet,  that  had  re¬ 
tired  to  Bergen  in  Norway ,  but  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  Attempt. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Plague 
made  terrible  Havock  in  London. 
It  began  in  May,  and  before  the 
End  of  the  Year,  when  it  ceafed, 
fwept  off  68,596  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants. 

JThe  Parliament  had  been  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Odder  g,  when  it  met 
at  Oxford,  by  reafon  of  the  Plague. 
They  gave  the  King  1,250,000/. 
for  the  Continuance  of  the  War, 
and  120,000/.  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  for  his  late  good  Service  to 
the  Nation.  In  this  Seffion  was 
likewife  paffed  the  famous  Five- 
Mile  Ad,  prohibiting  all  Nonccnform- 
ijl  Teachers  to  dwell,  or  come,  unlefs 
upon  the  Road,  within  f  ve  Miles 
of  any  Corporation ,  or  any  Place 
they  had  preached  at,  after  the  Ad 
of  Oblivion,  under  the  Penalty  of 
40/.  and  fix  Months  Imprifonment. 
Plots  and  Confpiracies,  whether 
real  or  pretended,  were  made  a 
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Handle  for  thefe  Severities.  And 
at  the  fame  Time,  no  lefs  Rigour 
was  exercifed  againlt  the  Prelby- 
terians  in  Scotland  ;  which  occa¬ 
sioned  an  Infurredtion  there,  Short¬ 
ly  after  :  But  the  Numbers  be¬ 
ing  but  fmall,  about  1500*  they 
were  foon  defeated,  300  being  killed 
on  the  Spot,  and  about  100  taken 
Prifoners,  who  were  moll  of  them 
executed. 

In  ‘January ,  1665-6,  the  French 
King  declared  War  againlt  Eng¬ 
land,  which  by  his  Conduct  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  only  a  Feint,  and  not 
with  any  real  Defign  to  aflilt  the 
Dutch.  Rapin  fays,  it  was  only  to 
fave  the  Penlionarv  De  Wit,  who 
was  entirely  attached  to  his  Interell, 
and  could  not  othervvife  fupport 
himfelf. 

The  Englijb  Fleet,  under  the 
Command  of  Prince  Rupert  and  the 
Duke  of  Albemarle,  put  to  Sea  to¬ 
wards  die  End  of  May,  1 666.  The 
Dutch  Fleet  was  now  commanded 
by  De  Ruyter  ;  and  there  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  a  moll  bloody  Sea-Fight, 
which  was  renewed  for  four  Days 
fuccefiively,  the  Englijb  being  every 
Time  worlled.  They  loll  23  capi-' 
tal  Ships,  befides  others  of  lefs 
Note  ;  and  the  Dutch  fix  :  Though 
this  Engagement  is  alfo  varioully  re¬ 
lated.  There  was  another  furious 
Fight  in  July,  when  the  Dutch  were 
beaten  ;  but  De  Ruyter  made  a  moll 
gallant  Retreat.  After  this,  the 
Englijb  infulted  the  Coall  of  Holland, 
burnt  100  Merchant- Ships,  and  two 
Men  of  War,  who  were  to  be  their 
Conveys. 

On  September  2,  about  One  in  the 
Morning,  a  moll  dreadful  Fire  broke 
out  in  the  City  of  London ,  which 
continuing  with  mercilefs  Fury  for 
three  Days,  laid  the  greateft  Part 
of  that  famous  City  in  Alhes,  con- 
fpming  89  Churches,  the  City 
Gates,  Guild-Hall,  with  many  other 
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publick  Structures,  and  13,20© 
Dwelling-Houfes.  It  deftr.-ved  : 
Streets,  and  the  Ruins  of  :: 
were  436  Acres.  Few  believea  this 
Fire  to  be  cafual  ;  many  _  L  .al¬ 
liances  concurred  to  make  them 
think  the  contrary.  Some  would 
have  it,  that  the  Republicans  were 
the  Authors  of  it  ;  but  moltafcribed 
it  to  the  Papills,  according  to  the 
Infcription  upon  the  famous  Monu¬ 
ment,  ereCted  in  Memory  of  this  re¬ 
markable  Conflagration. 

The  Parliament  met  on  September 
21*  and  gave  the  King  1,800,000/, 
Part  of  which  was  to  be  raifed  by 
a  Poll-Fax.  The  King  having 
palled  the  Bill  for  this  Tax,  and 
the  other  Money-Bills,  as  alfo  an 
Ad  for  rebuilding  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
Odober  10. 

The  King  had  no  fooner  receiv¬ 
ed  this  large  Supply  for  the  War, 
but  he  began  to  enter  on  Mea- 
fures  for  bringing  about  a  Peace  ; 
and  the  Conferences  between 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  England, 
France  and  Holland,  were  open¬ 
ed  at  Breda,  in  May,  1667  ;  but 
were  prolonged  by  fome  Punfti- 
lios,  which  King  Charles  infill¬ 
ed  on  to  fave  Appearances  with 
his  People,  becaufe,  how  trifling 
foever,  they  were  almoll  the  only 
Things  particularly  alledged  as 
the  Caule  of  the  War.  At  the 
fame  Time  concluding,  by  the  Of¬ 
fers  of  the  States,  that  he  could 
have  Peace  when  he  would,  he 
unmanned  his  Fleet,  and  laid  up 
his  Ships,  for  the  Sake  of  keeping 
the  Money  given  him  by  the  Parli¬ 
ament  ;  while  the  Dutch,  pretend¬ 
ing  to  Doubt  whether  the  King 
was  fincerely  inclined  to  Peace, 
continued  their  Preparations,  till 
at  lafl  De  Ruyter  failed  with  hi« 
Fleet,  and  entered  the  Mouth  of 
the  Thame*  ■,  W'hen  Van  Ghent, 

with 
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of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  were 


with  fome  of  the  lighteft  Ships, 
failed  up  the  Medway,  made  him- 
felf  M  after  of  Sbeerjiefs,  fet  Fire 
to  the  Magazine,  and  blew  up  the 
Fortifications,  and  then  proceeding 
as  far  as  Chatham,  burnt  feveral 
Ships.  This  caufed  a  great  Con- 
fternation  in  the  City,  and  Com¬ 
plaints  again!!  the  King,  who  was 
in  the  utmoft  Perplexity  about  this 
Affair.  In  fnort,  De  Ruyter  failing 
out  of  the  Thames,  kept  the  Coal! 
of  England  in  continual  Alarms,  till 
he  heard  that  the  Peace  was  figned, 
which  was  on  July  21,  after  the 
King  had  receded  from  his  former 
Demands. 

Thus  after  fuch  vaft  Sums  of 
Money  expended  in  this  impoli- 
tick  Rupture,  a  Peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  without  any  Advantage  to 
England  by  the  War  ;  which  made 
the  People  very  uneafy,  and,  with 
Other  Parts  of  the  King’s  Condud!, 
opened  their  Moaths  again!!  him 
and  his  Minifters  :  But  the  King 
thought  he  Ihould  give  them  fome 
Satisfaction,  by  facrificing  his  faith¬ 
ful  Minifter,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
whom  he  had  difliked  for  fome 
Time,  as  he  was  no  Friend  to  the 
Manners  and  Views  of  the  Court. 
On  Augujl  3 1 ,  he  deprived  him  of 
the  Chancellorlhip,  and  gave  the 
Great  Seal  to  Sir  Orlando  Bridg¬ 
man,  by  the  Title  of  Lord-Keeper. 
A  little  before,  the  King  loft  ano¬ 
ther,  and  his  only  other  faithful 
Counfellor,  an  intimate  Friend  of 
the  Lord  Clarendon' s  ;  namely,  the 
Earl  of  Southampton,  Lord  Treafurer, 
who  died  in  July  ;  after  which,  the 
King  put  the  Treafury  into  the 
Hands  of  Commifficners,  one  of 
whom  was  Sir  Thomas  Clifford,  a 
declared  Papift  ;  as  Sir  Henry  Ben- 
net,  created  Lord  Arlington,  was  a 
difguifed  one,  who  had  been  fome 
Time  before  made  Secretary  of 
State. 

The  grave  and  fevere  Manners 


by  no  Means  agreeable  to  the 
libertine  Court  of  King  Charles  : 
For  this  Reafon  he  was  hated  by 
the  King,  by  his  Miftrelfes  and 
Favourites  ;  and  the  Popilh  Party 
at  Court  hated  him,  becaufe  they 
faw  he  would  never  be  prevail¬ 
ed  on  to  come  into  their  Mea- 
fures,  which  the  King  himfelf 
approved.  He  was  therefore,  at 
laft,  given  up  by  the  King,  and 
then  the  Parliament  foon  hunted 
him  down  :  For  they  were  no 
fooner  met,  on  October  10,  but  the 
Commons  impeached  him  of  High- 
Treafon,  and  drew  up  a  Charge 
again!!  him  ;  in  which,  almoli  the 
only  Article,  that  could  admit  of 
any  Proof,  was  that  of  the  Sale 
of  Dunkirk,  which  expofed  him 
much  to  the  popular  Odium.  The 
Earl,  feeing  how  he  was  pur- 
fued,  withdrew  into  France,  leav¬ 
ing  an  Apology  behind  him,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Lords  ;  who,  on 
Dec.  13,  fent  down  a  Bill  for  ba- 
niftiing  him,  to  the  Commons,  who 
palled  it  the  1 8th,  to  which  the 
King  gave  his  Aflent.  Accordingly, 
he  fpent  the  reft  of  his  Days  in 
Banilhment,  and  died  at  Roan,  in 
1674.  He  writ  the  Hijlory  of  the 
late  Rebellion  and  Civil  Wars  in 
England. 

In  OBober,  the  King  laid  the 
fir!!  Stone,  of  the  Royal  Exchange, 
which  was  built  in  the  room  of 
the  old  one,  ereCled  by  Sir  Thomas 
Grejham.  Abraham  Cowley,  the 
famous  Poet,  and  Dr.  Jeremy  Taylor, 
Bilhop  of  Down  and  Connor,  died 
this  Year. 

After  the  Death  of  Southampton, 
and  the  Difgrace  of  Clarendon, 
the  Court  was  abandoned  to  De¬ 
bauchery,  without  any  Check  or 
Reftraint.  The  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  a  Man  of  diflblute  Morals, 
but  a  great  Genius,  and  Wilmot 
Earl  of  Rockejler,  a  top  Wit,  but 
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the  moil  licentious  Poet  of  the 
Age,  were  the  King’s  chief  Fa¬ 
vourites,  and  the  Minifters  of  his 
Pleafures.  With  thefe,  and  his 
Miftreffes,  he  fpent  almoft  his 
■whole  Time.  In  Ihcrt,  none  but 
Papifts,  and  Men  of  no  Religion, 
had  any  Credit  at  Court. 

In  Jan.  1667-8,  was  concluded 
the  famous  Triple  Alliance  between 
England,  Holland ,  and  Sweden,  which 
was  deligned  to  check  the  Proje&s 
of  Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  who  had 
already  invaded  the  Spanijh  Ne¬ 
therlands.  This  was  almoft  the 
only  Step  taken  by  King  Charles 
for  the  Intereft  of  England  and 
of  Europe „  during  his  whole  Reign. 
But  he  did  not  long  continue  in 
this  good  Wayn  And,  indeed,  it 
feems  that  his  Delign  in  it,  was 
only  to  amufe  the  Publick,  and 
that  there  was  a  fecret  Underftand- 
jng  between  him  and  Lewis,  at  the 
fame  Time. 

Sir  William  Waller,  the  renowned 
Warrior  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Civil  Wars,  died  in  1668  ;  as  did 
alfo  the  famous  Poets,  Dauenant  and 
Denham. 

There  was  little  remarkable  in 
the  Year  1669.  I  fhall  only  take 
Notice,  that  the  new  Theatre  at 
Oxford,  the  noble  Donation  of 
Archbilhop  Sheldon,  was  opened  on 
July  9  ;  and  that  the  King  took 
lome  Steps  towards  favouring  the 
Nonconformills,  with  Defign  to  in¬ 
clude  the  Papifts,  as  he  did  a  Year 
or  two  before  ;  but  the  Parliament 
always  oppofed  it. 

The  fame  Year  Queen  Henrictia- 
Maria,  the  King’s  Mother,  died 
in  France  :  And  in  England,  the 
famous  George  Monk  Duke  of  Al¬ 
bemarle,  of  whom  fo  much  has 
been  faid  in  this  Pliftory  ;  as  alfo 
Mr.  Pry nne,  who  was  lo  feverely 
handled  for  writing  againft  the 
Court  in  the  late  Reign  ;  but  as 
he  promoted  the  Reftoration,  he 
was  received  into  Favour,  and  died 
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a  Member  of  the  Parliament  now  in 
Being. 

In  April,  1670,  another  fevere 
.Act  was  pafted  againft  the  Non- 
confonnifs,  importing.  That:' ary 
Perfon,  above  the  Age  of  16, 
Ihould  be  prefent  at  any  * 

for  religious  Exercifes,  in  any  other 
Manner  than  according  to  the 
Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  where  there  were  five  Per- 
fons  or  more,  befides  thofe  of  the 
Family,  he  fnould  pay  live  Shil¬ 
lings  for  the  hrft  Offence,  and  ten 
for  the  fecond  ;  the  Preachers  in 
fuch  Meetings  to  forfeit  20/.  for 
the  fir  ft,  and  40/.  for  the  fecond 
Offence  ;  and  thofe  who  fuffered 
fuch  Conventicles  in  their  Houfes, 
Barns,  Yards,  ffc.  to  forfeit  20/. 
The  Informers  being  very  bufy 
on  thefe  Occafions,  the  Dffenters . 
were  exceedingly  harrafied  ;  but 
the  King  put  a  Stop  to  thefe 
Severities. 

The  King  (or  the  Duke  of 
York  for  him)  defigning  to  make 
himfelf  abfolute,  in  order  to  in¬ 
troduce  Popery,  eftablifhed  a  fecret 
Council,  coniifting  of  the'  five 
following  Perfons,  Clifford,  Arling¬ 
ton,  Buckingham,  AJhtcy -Cooper, 
and  Lauderdale.  This  Council  was 
nick-named  the  CABAL  from  the 
initial  Letters  of  thefe  Names ; 
and,  indeed,  they  truly  deferved 
that  Title,  as  they  artfully  pro¬ 
moted  all  the  King’s  Mealures, 
how  contrary  foever  to  the  In¬ 
tereft  of  England,  and  the  general 
good  of  all  Europe.  It  was  plain, 
the  Parliament  could  never  be 
brought  to  countenance  Popery ; 
therefore  it  was  the  Delign  of  thefe 
Minifters  to  enable  the  King  to 
govern  without  one,  Charles  had 
been  bribed  by  France,  and  the 
firft  Effedl  of  the  Counfels  of  the 
Cabal,  was  an  Alliance  with  that 
Crown  againft  Holland.  The  War 
with  the  States  was  to  be  renewed 
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apon  the  flighteft  Pretences  ;  but  it 
Teems  to  be  truly  a  Part  of  the 
.Scheme  for  overturning  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion.  The  States  were 
.to  be  deftroyed,  to  make  way  for 
the  more  eafy  Introduction  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  Power  and  Popery  in  Eng¬ 
land.  But  this  French  Alliance 
was  to  be  kept  fecret,  till  the 
King  had  got  what  he  could  of  his 
Parliament,  as  he  did  a  very  large 
Supply,  when  they  met  in  October, 
by  plaufible  Pretences  of  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  arming  for  the  Secu¬ 
rity  of  the  Nation  againfl  any 
foreign  Attempts,  as  France  and 
Holland  were  both  making  great  Pre- 
i  parations. 

The  Duchefs  of  Orleans  came  over 
'  from  France,  in  May,  on  Pretence  of 
a  Vifit  to  the  King  her  Brother,  but 
I  really  to  forward  the  Alliance  be- 
I  tween  the  two  Crowns.  She  ffaid 
J  not  long,  and  died  foon  after  her 
Return,  being,  as  it  was  fufpe&ed, 

:  poifoned  by  her  Hulband,  who  grew 
.  jealous  of  her. 

Sir  William  'Temple,  an  able  and 
faithful  Minifter,  had  been,  fome 
Time  before,  recalled  from  his 
Embafly  in  Holland,  as  being  no  ft 
Tool  for  the  Deflgns  of  the  Cabal. 
And  in  September  this  Year,  the 
Marfhal  De  Crcqui  invaded  Lorrain, 
and  took  Pofleffion  of  it  for  the  French 
|  King. 

One  Henry  Jenkins,  a  poor 
Fifherman  of  Torkjhire,  died  this 
Year,  aged  169.  He  was  born  in 
1  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  famous  Thomas  Farr  by 
]  17  Years. 

In  January  1 670- 1,  was  palled  the 
famous  Coventry  Adi,  againji  Maim¬ 
ing  or  Disfiguring,  making  it  Death. 

1  It  was  occafioned  by  Sir  John 
Coventry's  being  a  (faulted  by  four 
Perfons  in  the  Street,  and  having 
his  Nofe  flit.  He  was  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  a  great  Oppofer 
of  the  Money-Bills,  and  when 


L  fe  S  II.  35i 

pafied,  propofed  the  laying  a  Tax 
upon  the  Playhoufes,  which  were 
become  Nells  of  Proftitution.  He 
was  alfaulted  at  the  Inftigation  of  the 
Court,  and  made  a  flout  and  vigorous 
Defence. 

In  Feb.  the  King  fent  a  MelTage 
to  haften  the  Money-Bills.  But 
the  Commons,  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Lords,  prefented  to  him  a 
folemn  Addrefs  upon  the  great  and 
dangerous  Growth  of  Popery,  re- 
prefenting  the  Caufes,  and  the  Re¬ 
medies  ;  one  of  which  was,  that 
no  Papift,  or  reputed  Papift,  Ihould 
be  in  any  Office  civil  or  military. 
The  King,  according  to  Cuftom, 
fet  forth  a  Proclamation  againfl 
them,  which  was  only  Matter  of 
Form,  and  without  any  Manner 
of  Effeft  ;  as  was  all  along  the 
Cafe,  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
Reign  of  James  I.  to  the  End  of 
Charles  lid’s.  Lord  Lucas  made  a 
bold  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
againfl  the  Money-Bills,  the  King 
being  prefent,  as  he  ufed  often  to 
come  to  the  Houfe  without  any  For¬ 
mality.  A  Difference  happened, 
about  the  fame  Time,  between  the 
two  Homes,  and  many  Conferen¬ 
ces  were  held,  upon  the  Lords 
Right  of  altering  Money-Bills, 
which  the  Commons  denied,  and 
the  Lords  as  ftrenuoufly  maintained. 
In  the  Midft  of  this  Difpute,  the 
King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  prorogued  the  Parliament ;  and 
it  was  near  two  Years  before  it  let 
again. 

The  Duchefs  of  York,  Daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  died  on 
March  31^.1671.  In  the  Time  of 
her  long  Indifpofition,  lhe  abjured 
the  Proteftant  Religion  ;  lhe  left 
two  Daughters,  Mary  and  Anne , 
both  Afterwards  Queens  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Duke  of  York,  who 
had  been  a  Catholick  before  the 
Reftoration,  foon  after  the  Death 
of  his  Duchefs,  made  a  formal 
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Abjuration  of  the  Protellant  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  from  that  T;me  openly- 
declared  himfelf  a  Papift. 

A  very  odd  Accident  happened 
on  May  Q.  One  Blood,  with  two 
or  three  Accomplices,  found  Means 
to  fteal  the  Crown  and  Globe  out 
of  the  Toixer  :  But  being  timely 
purfued,  he  was  taken  and  brought 
before  the  King,  where  he  boldly 
owned  the  Fadt,  and  moreover 
told  his  Majefty,  that  he  was  once 
engaged  in  a  Defign  againlt  his 
Life,  and  how  it  was  prevented. 
He  faid,  he  was  ready  to  fuffer 
the  Death  he  deferved,  but  that 
he  had  Hundreds  of  Accomplices, 
who  had  all  bound  themfelves  by 
the  mod  dreadful  Oaths  to  re¬ 
venge  the  Death  of  any  one  of 
them  ;  but  if  he  was  fpared,  they 
might  do  his  Majefty  good  Service. 
In  Ihort,  the  King  either  intimi¬ 
dated,  or  expecting  thefe  Men 
might  be  of  fome  Ufe  to  him, 
not  only  pardoned  Bicod,  but  fet¬ 
tled  500/.  a  Year  on  him  in  Land, 
in  Ireland ,  and  made  him  one  of  his 
Courtiers. 

This  Year  was  remarkable  for  the 
Death  of  two  famous  Parliament- 
Generals  in  the  late  Ciyil  Wars, 
the  Lord  Fairfax,  and  the  Earl  of 
Mancbefer,  who  had  both  been  con- 
fiderable  Inftruments  in  the  King’s 
Reftoration. 

A  powerful  League  was  now 
formed  againlt  Holland,  by  France , 
England,  the  Eledtor  of  Cologne, 
and  the  Bilhop  of  Munjler.  The 
King,  though  he  had  lately  two 
Millions  and  a  Half  from  the 
Parliament,  and  700,000 /.  from 
the  French  King,  was  fo  profufe, 
that  he  itill  wanted  Money,  which 
he  would  fain  raile  without  ap¬ 
plying  to  the  Parliament.  Upon 
this,  the  Cabal  advifed  him  to  ihut 
up  the  Exchequer  ;  which  he  adtu- 
ally  did,  and  it  continued  Ihut  for 
a  Year  and  fome  Months,  10  th,e 
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great  Diitrefs  and  R  un  of  many 
Families.  Soon  after,  Sir  Thom  at 
Clifford  was  made  a  Peer  and 
Lord  High-Treafurer  ;  the  Lord 
AJhley-Cooper,  Earl  of  Shaftejbury 
and  Lord-Chancellor  ;  the  Lord 
Arlington  an  Earl,  and  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale  a  Duke.  The  King 
had  formed  the  Deligii  of  fur- 
prizing  the  Dutch  Smyrna  Fleet, 
before  he  declared  War,  but  failed 
in  the  Attempt,  after  an  Engage¬ 
ment  of  three  Days  ;  though  the 
Englijh  afterwards  took  four  Dutch 
Eaji-India  Men.  On  March  15, 
the  King  publifhed  his  Declaration 
for  Liberty  of  Confcieme,  fulpending 
the  Execution  of  all  penal  Laws 
againlt  the  Nonconformifts,  Fa¬ 
ther  Orleans  fays,  the  Frojedt  of  the 
King  and  the  Cabal,  was  to  give 
Liberty  of  Confcience  to  all  the  Sub¬ 
jects  in  general,  that  the  Calholicks 
might  reap  the  Benefit  of  it.  On 
the  17  th,  the  King  declared  War 
againlt  the  States-General ;  and  the 
French  King,  and  the  other  Allies, 
foon  after. 

The  King  of  France  taking  the 
Field  in  May,  1672,  made  himfelf 
Mailer  of  all  Guelderland  ;  and  the 
Towns  upon  the  Yffel,  and  Utrecht, 
fent  Deputies  to  him,  with  Offers 
of  Submiffion.  The  Bilhop  of 
Munfer,  at  the  fame  Time,  laid 
walte  the  Province  of  O  very  fell,  and 
fell  upon  Friefand,  and  Groningen  j 
fo  that  only  Holland  and  Zealand 
remained  free.  At  the  fame  Time, 
there  was  a  naval  Engagement,  near 
Solebay,  between  the  combined  Fleet 
of  France  and  England,  the  latter 
under  the  Duke  of  York ,  and 
the  Dutch  Fleet  under  De  Ruyter , 
with  equal  Succefs  on  both  Sides. 
The  Earl  of  Sand-wicD s  Ship  was 
blown  up,  with  himfelf  and  the 
whole  Crew  ;  and  on  the  Dutch 
Side,  Vice-Admiral  Van  Ghent  was 
killed. 

The  Dutch  were  now  in  a  moft 
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melancholy  Situation.  The  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Holland,  to  ilop  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  Conquerors,  opened 
their  Sluices,  and  laid  the  Country 
under  Water.  In  this  Exigency, 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  be¬ 
fore  been  appointed  Captain-Gene¬ 
ral  and  Admiral,  was  now  railed  to 
the  Dignity  of  Stadtholder,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  perpetual  Edict  to 
the  contrary ;  and  the  Penfionary  de 
Wit  and  his  Brother  were,  in  the 
molt  tragical  Manner,  torn  to  pieces 
by  the  Populace  at  the  Hague,  as  the 
Betrayers  of  their  Country.  King 
Lewis  ufed  all  his  Arts  to  cor¬ 
rupt  the  Prince  of  Orange ,  then 
i  but  about  22  Years  old;  but  all 
in  vain  :  He  offered  him  the  So¬ 
vereignty  of  Holland,  but  the  Prince 
rejected  the  Propcfal  with  Scorn. 
And  when  the  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  pafied  through  the  Hague,  in 
his  Way  to  Utrecht,  where  the 
French  King  then  was,  and  alked 
the  Prince  what  he  meant  to  do, 
in  the  defperate  Condition  his 
Country  was  then  in ;  the  Prince 
bravely  and  honeftly  anfwered, 

'  ’That  he  had  one  Way  not  to  fee  its 
Ruin  compleated,  and  that  was  to  lie 
in  the  lajl  Dyke. 

Whilft  the  Nation  was  generally 
uneafy  at  the  late  Proceedings  of 
the  Court,  the  King’s  exceffive 
Prodigality  having  rendered  all  the 
Sums  he  had  any  Ways  received, 
infufficient  for  carrying  on  the 
War,  the  Cabal  found  it  neceffary, 
at  lall,  to  have  Recourfe  to  the 
Parliament ;  which  broke  all  their 
■  Meafures.  They  met  on  February  4, 
1672-5,  and  it  foon  appeared  that 
the  Country-Party,  or  that  of  the 
People,  was  become  more  powerful 
in  the  Houle  of  Commons  than  the 
Court-Party.  They  vigoroully  ad- 
dreffed  the  King  again!!  his  Decla¬ 
ration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience,  as  it 
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was  claiming  a  difpenfing  Power ; 
and  both  Houfes  joined  in  an  Ad- 
drefs  again!!  the  Dangers  that  threat- 
ned  the  Nation  from  the  daily  In- 
creafe  of  Popery.  As  the  Noncon- 
formifts  were  fenfible,  that  the  In-  , 
diligence  granted  by  the  King  was 
not  for  their  Sakes,  but  with  a  De- 
fign  to  tolerate  and  introduce  Pope¬ 
ry,  Alderman  Love,  a  City  Member, 
and  a  leading  DiHenter,  Ipoke  zea- 
loully  again!!  the  King’s  Declarati¬ 
on  ;  which  induced  the  Commons  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Eafe  of  Protef- 
tant  Nonconformijls,  but  it  was  loft 
by  the  King’s  firlt  adjourning  and 
then  proroguing  the  Parliament ; 
which  Iheivs  that  the  giving  Eafe  to 
the  Prefbyterians  was  not  his  real 
Delign  in  his  Declaration  for  Liberty 
of  Confcience.  However,  before  the 
Adjournment,  the  Commons  were 
fo  fully  bent  not  to  finifh  the  Mo¬ 
ney  Bill,  till  their  Grievances  were 
redrelfed,  the  Papifts  removed  from 
publick  Employments,  and  the  De¬ 
claration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience  re¬ 
voked,  that  the  Court  was  in  the 
utmolt  Perplexity :  The  Duke  of 
York  and  molt  of  the  Cabal  advifed 
the  King  to  fupport  his  Declaration  ; 
but  others  were  for  his  giving  Way, 
and  waiting  a  more  favourable  Op¬ 
portunity.  The  King  was  wavering 
for  fome  Time,  but  at  lall  complied 
with  the  Defire  of  the  Commons, 
and  recalled  his  Declaration.  The 
Cabal  and  Popifh  Party  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  difturbed  at  this  Want  of  Re- 
folution  in  the  King;  and  the  Earl 
of  Shaftejbury,  foon  after,  politickly 
deferted  the  Court,  and  came  over 
to  the  Country-Party,  and  was  now 
the  foremoft  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
again!!  Popery,  the  Dutch  War,  and 
the  Alliance  with  France. 

After  this,  the  Commons  pre¬ 
pared  and  palled  an  Ait,  which 
was  alfo  palled  by  the  Lords,  en- 
A  a  titled. 
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titled.  An  A3  to  prevent  the  Dan¬ 
gers  which  may  - happen  from  Po- 
pifh  Reatjanis,  commonly  called  the 
V  efi-Ad ;  whereby  all  Pi  rjons  enjoy¬ 
ing  any  Office  or  Place  of  T ruft  or  Pro¬ 
fit,  were  required,  to  take  the  Oaths  of 
Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  and  alfo  to 
receive  the  Communion  in  Jome  Parifij - 
Church,  ts c.  And  it  is  remarkable, 
that  the  Earl  of  Brifiol,  though  a 
Papill,  fpoke  in  favour  of  it.  Then 
the  Commons  prefented  two  Petiti¬ 
ons  concerning  Grievances,  and  the 
King  having  promifed  to  redrefs 
them,  they  palled  the  Money-Bill, 
without  mentioning  any  thing  of  the 
War  in  it,  led  they  Ihould  Teem  to 
approve  of  it ;  and  moreover  a 
Provifo  was  tacked  to  it,  That  no 
Papiil  Ihould  be  capable  of  holding 
any  publick  Employment.  This 
Bill,  and  the  Tefi-Ad,  the  King 
palfed  on  March  29,  1673,  and 

then  adjourned  the  Parliament  to 
Odober,  as  before  mentioned.  The 
Confequence  of  the  Deft- Ad  was, 
that  moll  of  the  Popilh  Officers 
religned  their  Places ;  and  among 
the  red,  the  Duke  of  York  his 
Pod  of  Lord  High- Admiral,  and 
the  Lord  Clifford  his  Treafurer’s 
Staff,  who  died  foon  after.  Sir 
Thomas  Oflorne,  created  Earl  of 
Dauby,  fucceeded  him  in  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Treafurer.  The  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  Shaftefilury  was  fucceeded 
by  Sir  Heneage  Finch,  afterwards 
Lord  Finch,  who  had  fir  ft  the  Title 
of  Lord  Keeper,  and  then  of  Lord 
Chancellor. 

There  were  three  furious  Sea- 
Fights  this  Year,  between  the  com¬ 
bined  Fleets  of  England  and  France 
(the  former  under  Prince  Rupert) 
and  the  Dutch  Fleet ;  wherein 
the  Lofs  on  both  Sides  was  nearly 
equal,  and  Vidlory  remained  du¬ 
bious. 

The  King  of  France  took  Mae- 
.Oricht  in  June .  In  September  the 


Prince  of  Orange  made  himfelf 
Mader  of  Naerden,  and  in  Odober 
took  Bonne ,  the  Refidence  of  the 
Eleflor  of  Cologne.  Lewis  foon  after 
abandoned  all  his  Conqueds  in  the 
United  Provinces,  except  Maefiricht 
and  Grave,  being  called  off  by 
Spain's  having  declared  War  againd 
him,  as  the  Emperor  and  feveral 
German  Princes  were  upon  the  Point 
of  doing  the  fame. 

The  Duke  of  York's  Marriage 
with  Mary,  Sider  to  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  was  confummated  on  No¬ 
vember  21,  when  the  faid  Princefs 
arrived ;  though  it  had  been  much 
oppofed  by  the  Commons.  The 
Parliament  met  towards  the  End 
of  Odober,  and  had  a  warm  Seffion 
of  only  nine  Days,  when  they  were 
again  prorogued ;  the  Commons 
having  fird  voted.  That  the  Alli¬ 
ance  with  France  was  a  Grievance : 
That  the  evil  Counfellors  about 
the  King  were  a  Grievance ;  and 
that  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  was 
a  Grievance,  and  not  fit  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  Office.  They  met 
again  in  January  1673-4,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  Reliances  on  the  King’s  Pro- 
mifes,  went  on  much  in  the  fame 
Way  as  the  Parliament  of  1640, 
Both  Koufes  addreffed  for  a  General 
Fad  to  implore  the  Bleffing  of 
God  againd  the  dangerous  Efforts 
of  Popery  ;  and  the  Commons  vo¬ 
ted  to  have  the  Grievances  re- 
dreffed,  and  the  Protedant  Religi¬ 
on,  and  their  Liberties  and  Pro¬ 
perties,  fecured,  before  they  would 
grant  any  more  Money.  They  alfo 
voted,  Nemine  Contradicente,  to  ad- 
drefs  tile  King  for  the  Removal 
of  Duke  Lauderdale  from  all  his 
Employments,  and  from  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  Prefence  and  Councils  for 
ever  ;  examined  the  Duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  putting  feveral  Queries  to 
him  ;  paffed  the  fame  Vote  againd 
him  tU  againd  Lauderdale,  and 
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mpeached  the  Earl  of  Arlington  of 
jligh-Treafon.  A  Bill  for  a  ge- 
eral  Left  to  dijlinguijh  Papifts  from 
' roteftants ,  was  likewife  prepared, 
nd  the/  went  on  vigorouily  in  ex¬ 
mining  the  Grievances  ;  but  the 
Ling  put  a  Step  to  thefe  Pro- 
eedings  by  proroguing  the  Par- 
ament  on  February  zq.  A  feparate 
'eace  between  England  and  Hol- 
md  was  concluded  the  fame 
donth  ;  and  in  October  fallowing, 
674,  the  Prince  of  Orange  took 
yra-ve  from  the  French  :  In  which 
/ear,  belides  the  Lord  Clarendon 
jefore  mentioned,  there  died  the  ce- 
ebrated  Poet  Mr.  John  Milton,  the 
inimitable  Author  of  Paradife  Lofl  : 
,-Ie  had  been  blind  for  fome  Years, 
.nd  was  Latin  Secretary  to  the  Long 
'arliament,  and  to  the  Protestor 
Oliver. 

The  Parliament  fat  twice  in  1675, 
fix.,  in  April  and  October,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  much  the  fame  Manner  as 
jefore  ;  only  there  were  great  Dif- 
jutes  between  the  two  Houfes  upon 
he  Matter  of  Privilege,  which 
grved  as  a  Pretence  to  the  Court 
or  proroguing  them,  before  lome 
dills,  which  the  King  difliked,  were 
eady ;  particularly,  a  fecond  Bill 
ror  the  EaJ'e  of  Protefiant  Dif  enters. 

Dr.  Lightfoot,  the  famous  Rab- 
air.ical  Divine,  died  this  Year  ; 
,ind  Bulfrode  Whitelock,  Efq;  Au- 
:hor  of  the  Memorials  of  the  Eng- 
ifh  Affairs,  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Judgment  and  Temper,  who  tilled 
fome  of  the  highell  Polls  under 
the  Ufurpation,  always  humane, 
candid  and  ingenuous ;  and  after 
having  be.-n  twenty  Years  upon  the 
publick  Stage,  paired  the  laid  fifteen 
0:  his  Life  in  Privacy  and  Retire¬ 
ment. 

Such  were  the  Meafures  purfued 
by  the  Court,  it  being  manifeft 
that  Popery  and  a  French  Interell 
Hill  prevailed  in  his  Majefty’s 


35$ 

Counfels,  that  Men  talked  pretty 
freely  again  il  the  Government. 
Wherefore,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Year  1676,  the  King  thought 
fit,  by  Proclamation,  to  fupprefs  all 
Coffee-Idoufes,  as  being  the  Places 
where  fuch  Liberties  were  commonly 
taken  i 

The  fame  Year  died  George  Digbv 
Earl  of  Briftol,  and  that  jull  and 
upright  Judge  S  r  Matthew  Hale , 
Lord  Chief-  Jultice  of  the  Kins’s 
Bench. 

The  Parliament  met  in  February 
1676-7,  when  a  Queftion  was  llart- 
ed  concerning  its  very  Being,  or 
whether,  by  its  long  Prorogation, 
it  was  not  ipfo  faflo  diffolved.  The 
Duke  of  Buckingham  endeavoured 
in  a  Speech  to  prove  this,  and  with 
him  agreed  the  Earls  of  Salijlury 
and  Shaftefouryi  and  the  Lord  Whar¬ 
ton  ;  for  which  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
fent  them  ail  to  the  Tower. 

The  Commons  addrelfed  the 
King  againll  the  growing  Power 
of  France,  and  the  great  Progrefs 
of  their  Arms  in  the  Spanifh-  Ne¬ 
therlands,  fignifying  their  De¬ 
fire  of  his  joining  in  a  War  a- 
gainll  that  Crown  :  But  the  King 
was  too  much  attached  to  the 
French  Interell  to  do  any  fuch 
Thing ;  though  he  pretended  a 
Willingnefs  in  general  Terms,  on 
Purpofe  to  draw  Money  from  the 
Parliament. 

On  April  16,  167 7,  the  King, 
among  other  Aiils,  gave  his  Af- 
fent  to  one  for  taking  away  thi 
Writ  de  Hteretico  comburendo  ; 
by  Virtue  of  which  fo  many  in¬ 
nocent  Perfons  had  been  burnt  to 
Death  for  the  pretended  Crime  of 
Herefy. 

The  Commons  again  addrefled 
the  King  to  enter  into  a  League 
offenfive  and  defenfive  with  the 
States  againll  France,  in  order,  by 
that  Means,  to  procure  an  advan- 
A  a  z  tageous 
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tageous  Peace  for  all  Europe.  But 
the  King’s  Condudt  in  this  Affair 
was  fo  unaccountable,  that  neither 
the  Parliament  nor  the  Allies  knew 
what  to  make  of  it.  The  Truth 
was,  as  afterwards  plainly  appeared, 
that  whild  Charles  was  Mediator 
for  a  general  Peace,  he  was  fe- 
cretly  a  Penfioner  to  the  French 
King,  and  did  all  he  could  to  fa¬ 
vour  his  ambitious  Views.  He 
therefore  laboured  only  for  a  fepa- 
rate  Peace,  between  France  and 
Holland,  in  order  to  divide  the  Al¬ 
lies,  that  Lewis  might  the  more 
eafily  proceed  in  his  Conqueds  ; 
and  indeed  the  Dutch,  tired  out 
with  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Mea- 
fures  of  the  Englijh  Court,  were 
at  lad  difpofed  to  make  a  feparate 
Peace ;  but  the  Prince  of  Orange 
was  againd  it,  till  he  faw  there  was 
no  Remedy.  The  King  hoped  to 
bring  him  over  to  his  Views,  by 
Means  of  the  Match  which  the 
Prince  had  folicited  for  himfelf 
with  the  Princefs  Mary,  elded 
Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
On  this  Account  he  came  over  to 
England  the  Beginning  of  Qttober, 
but  would  not  engage  in  any  Dif- 
courfe  about  the  Peace  till  the  Mar¬ 
riage  was  concluded;  and  when  fo¬ 
licited  to  it,  he  laid,  As  the  Allies 
were  like  to  have  hard  Terms,  they 
would  be  apt  to  think,  he  had  made 
his  Match  at  their  Cojl ;  and  for 
his  Part,  he  would  neater  Jell  his 
Honour  for  a  Wife.  This  had  like 
to  have  broke  off  the  Match  ;  but 
the  King,  fearing  the  Confequences 
of  a  Breach  with  the  Prince,  at  lad 
confented,  and  the  Marriage  was 
confummated  on  the  4th  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  Prince’s  Birth-Day ; 
who  fpon  after  embarked  with  the 
young  Princefs  his  Confort  for  Hol¬ 
land. 

This  Year  died  Archbilhop  Shel¬ 
don  ;  the  le.arntd  Divine  and  Ma- 
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themadcian  Dr.  Ifaac  Barrow  ;  and 
James  Harrington,  Efq;  Author  of 
the  Oceana. 

The  Parliament  met  on  May  23, 
1678;  and  on  July  15,  among 
other  Adis,  was  paffed  that  for 
burying  in  Woollen,  for  the  Benefit 
of  that  Manufacture.  The  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  then  prorogued,  being 
determined  to  grant  no  more  Mo¬ 
ney,  but  only  a  Sum  for  difband- 
ing  the  Army,  as  they  faw  no  Ufe 
was  like  to  be  made  of  it  againit 
France. 

After  Abundance  of  Difficulties, 
and  a  tedious  Negotiation  at  Nime- 
guen,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the 
Intrigues  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land,  the  feparate  Peace  with  Hol¬ 
land  was  figned  on  Augujl  1 1 ,  which 
was  prefently  followed  by  one  with 
Spain,  and  fome  Months  after  with 
the  red  of  the  Allies ;  and  it  was 
purely  owing  to  the  Court  of  Eng¬ 
land,  that  Europe  had  not  a  Peace 
upon  more  advantageous  Terms. 

This  Year  was  remarkable  fori 
the  Difcovery  of  a  mod  horrid 
and  formidable  Corifpiracy  carried 
on  by  the  Papids,  commonly  called 
the  Popijh  P lot T  which  opened  a; 
new  Scene  of  Affairs  in  England. 
The  Deflgn  was  to  kill  the  King, 
fubvert  the  Government,  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  the  Protedant  Religion, 
and  edablifli  Popery.  The  Au¬ 
thors  and  Promoters  of  it  were  the 
Pope  and  Cardinals,  the  Romijh,  1 
French,  Spanijh,  and  Englijh  Jefuits, 
the  feminary  Prieds  in  England , 
who  were  there  in  great  Numbers, 
feveral  Fopifh  Lords  and  others  of 
that  Party.  There  are  more  than 
prefumptive  Proofs,  that  the  Duke 
of  York  was  deeply  concerned  in  it, 
all  but  that  Part  relating  to  killing 
the  King.;  and,  that  Point  except¬ 
ed,  the  King  himfelf  was  ltronglyj 
fuf  peeled  or  favouring  it.  The 
Article  of  taking  of?  the  King 
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feems  to  be  only  the  Project  of 
fome  of  the  Confpirators,  who 
thought,  that  the  making  Way 
for  the  Duke  of  York  to  afcend 
the  Throne,  who  was  more  for¬ 
ward  and  aftive,  and  lefs  fearful, 
than  the  King,  would  bring  the 
grand  Defign  of  the  Confpiracy, 
the  changing  the  Government  and 
Religion,  to  a  fpeedier  Conclufion. 
Some,  indeed,  will  have  this  whole 
Plot  to  be  nothing  but  a  Fiflion  ; 
but  though  fome  Circumltances  of 
the  Difcovery  may  be  liable  to  Ob- 
je&ions,  upon  the  whole  there  is 
much  more  Reafon  to  believe  it  real 
than  otherwife  ;  thofe  who  deny  it, 
advancing  a  great  many  Things  in 
Prejudice  of  the  Charadier  and  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Witnefies,  without 
any  Manner  of  Authority  ;  whilft 
they  who  believe  it,  bring  authen- 
tick  Proofs  of  what  they  lay,  from 
politive  and  diredt  Evidence.  The 
chief  Difcoverer  of  this  Confpiracy 
was  Titus  Oates,  who,  having  been 
a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  reconciled  himfelf  to  the 
Church  of  Rome,  or  pretended  at 
lead  to  do  fo,  and  joined  himfelf  to 
the  Er.glijh  Seminary  at  St.  Omer's  : 
He  alio  went  into  Spain,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Conlults  of  the  Je- 
fuits ;  and  by  thefe  Means,  he  got 
acquainted  with  all  the  fecret  De- 
figns  that  were  carrying  on  in  order 
to  eftablilh  Popery  in  this  Nation  ; 
and  then  returning  to  England,  he 
digefted  what  he  had  heard  into  a 
Narrative,  and  by  Means  of  Dr. 
Tonge,  a  City  Divine,  got  a  Copy 
of  it  delivered  to  the  King,  who 
referred  him  to  the  Lord-Treafurer 
Dan  by.  The  King  taking  little 
Notice  of  it  at  lirft,  they  refolved 
to  communicate  it  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  iirlt  Oates  went  and 
made  Oath  of  the  Truth  of  his 
Narrative  before  Sir  Edmundbury 
Godfrey,  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace, 
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and  left  a  Copy  of  it  with  him. 
And  now  the  Affair  taking  Wind, 
it  was  refolved  to  bring  it  before 
the  Council,  who  fat  twice  a  Day 
for  above  a  Week  together  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  it,  and  Tonge  and  Oates 
had  Lodgings  affigned  them  in  White¬ 
hall,  with  a  Guard  and  a  Penlion  to 
each.  Upon  their  Information,  fe- 
veral  Perfons  were  apprehended,  as 
Wakeman  the  Queen’s  Phyfician, 
Coleman  the  Duke  York's  Secreta¬ 
ry,  and  eight  Priefts  or  Jefuits.  In 
Coleman's  Houfe  were  found  feveral 
Letters,  which  very  much  ftrength- 
ened  Oates's  Teftimony ;  and  the 
Murder  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey 
foon  after,  who  had  fworn  Oates  to 
his  Narrative,  and  was  an  attive 
Magiffrate  againff  the  Papifts,  con¬ 
firmed  the  People,  who  were  before 
alarmed,  in  the  Belief  of  the  Plot. 
The  Murder  was  prefently  afcribed 
to  the  Papifts,  and  with  Truth,  as 
appeared  afterwards  by  the  Evidence 
of  Bedloe  and  Prance,  the  latter  of 
whom  depofed,  that  he,  with  Green , 
Berry,  and  Hill,  and  fome  others  of 
the  Party,  after  having  dogged  him 
for  fome  Time,  got  him  into 
Somerfet-Houfe,  and  there  ftrangled 
him  with  an  Handkerchief,  and 
afterwards  carried  the  Body  by 
Night  and  laid  it  in  a  Ditch  near 
Prime ofe- Hill,  with  his  Sword  run 
through  him,  as  if  he  had  killed 
himfelf ;  though  when  the  Body 
was  found,  it  appeared  plainly  that 
he  had  been  ftrangled.  Green,  Ber¬ 
ry,  and  Hill,  were  afterwards  con¬ 
demned  and  executed  for  this 
Murder,  but  denied  the  Fact  to 
the  laft. 

The  Plot  was  firft  difcovered  in 
Augujl,  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  was 
murdered  the  Beginning  of  October, 
and  the  Parliament  met  on  the 
2 1  ft.  The  King  was  unwilling  to 
have  the  Flot  brought  before  the 
Parliament,  and  was  for  leaving 
A  a  3  the 
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the  Matters  relating  to  it  to  the 
ordinary  Courts  of  Juftice,  which 
he  could  better  manage.  But  the 
Earl  of  Danby,  notwithstanding, 
thought  it  his  Duty  to  lay  Oates’s 
Narrative  before  the  Commons, 
who  communicated  it  to  the 
Lords.  Oates  was  foon  after 
examined  lix  or  feven  Hours  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  both 
Jioufes  applied  themfelyes  inde- 
fatigably  to  this  Affair,  till  at  laft 
they  refoived,  Nemine  Contradicente, 
that  it  was  their  Opinion,  Tt bat 
there  is,  and  hath  been,  a  damnable 
and  hellifb  Plot  contrived  and  car¬ 
ried  on  by  Popijh  Recufants,  for 
ajfajjinating  and  murdering  the  King, 
for  fib-verting  the  Government,  and 
rooting  out  and  defroying  the  Pro- 
tefiant  Religion.  Bcdlos  appeared 
afterwards  an  Evidence  lor  the 
Plot,  and  was  examined  by  the 
Lords.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
Commons  ordered  feveral  Perfbns, 
whom  Oates  had  fworn  againft, 
to  be  taken  up,  and  among  the 
reft,  thefe  five  Popifh  Lords,  Powis, 
Stafford,  Arundel  of  War  dour,  Petre, 
and  Beliefs,  who  were  fent  to  the 
Tower,  and  impeached  cf  Higii- 
Treaion.  They  alfo  began  to 
form  the  Projedt  of  excluding  the 
Puke  of  York  from  the  Suc- 
ceffion,  as  appeared  by  their  per¬ 
mitting  a  Debate  to  arile  in  tne 
Houfe,  for  an  Addrefs  to  remove 
the  faid  Duke  from  his  Maefty’s 
Prefence  and  Councils,  which  was 
put  off  to  another  Day  ;  and  in 
the  mean  Time  the  King  came  to 
the  Parliament,  and  in  a  Speech 
told  them,  that  he  would  confent 
to  any  Bills  for  their  Security  in 
the  Reign  of  his  Succeffor,  fo  that 
they  tended  not  to  impeach  the 
Right  of  Succeffion,  nor  the  De- 
feent  of  the  Crown  in  the  true 
Line.  And  he  ftuck  to  this  in 
all  the  Attempts  that  were  after- 
wprds  made  for  a  Bill  of  Exdufioh. 
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On  Nov.  1 8,  the  Commons  fent 
Secretary  Williamfon  to  the  Tower, 
for  counterfigning  Commiffions  for 
Popifh  Officers :  But  the  King  ba- 
ing  highly  offended  at  it,  releafed 
him. 

A  Bill  having  now  paffed  both 
Houles,  for  difabling  Papifs  from 
ftting  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
the  King  gave  tire  R.-yal  Affent  to 
it,  on  Nov.  30.  He  d  d  many 
Things  new  for  Fear  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  he  would  not  otherwife 
have  done. 

On  Ncv.  27,  Coleman,  the  Duke 
of  York’s  Secretary,  was  tried,  and 
upon  the  Evidence  of  Oates  and 
Bedloe,  and  his  own  Letters,  was 
found  guilty  of  High-Treafon,  con¬ 
demned,  and  executed  on  Dec.  3. 
By  his  Letters  it  plainly  appears, 
how  much  the  King  and  Duke 
were  under  a  French  and  Popifh 
Influence.  Other  Perfons  executed 
for  the  Plot  the  Beginning  of  the 
following  Year,  and  the  Year 
after,  were  William  Ireland,  and 
Thomas  Pickering,  both  Priefts  : 
John  Grove,  a  Lay-Brother ;  Tho¬ 
mas  Whitehread,  Provincial  of  the 
Jefuits  in  England ;  and  Harcourt, 
Fenwick,  Gavjen,  and  Turner,  all 
Jefuits  likevvife  ;  and  Langborn,  a 
Fopith  Lawyer.  As  they  ail  made 
ufe  of  the  fame  Kind  of  Expref- 
fion  in  afferting  their  Innocence, 
it  was  thought  there  was  feme 
Equivocation  in  it.  Befides  Oates , 
Bedloe,  and  Prance,  one  Dugaale 
was  a  Witnefs  againft  fome  cf 
them  ;  by  whofe  Evidence  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  when  they  had  killed 
the  King,  they  were  to  lay  it  on 
the  Prefbyterians.  Sir  George  Wake- 
man,  the  Queen’s  Phyftcian,  and 
fome  ethers,  wtre  afterwards  tried 
and  acquitted. 

These  was  another  Affair,  be. 
fides  that  of  the  Plot,  which  gave 
the  King  no  fmall  Uneafinefs, 
Mr.  Montague ,  Ambaffador  at  Paris, 

having 
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2having  fallen  out  with  the  Earl  of 
1  Danby,  Lord  Treasurer,  who  was 
confidered  as  the  King’s  Prime- 
3Minifter,  came  over  and  produced 
two  Letters  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  which  the  Earl  had  written 
to  him  at  Paris,  upon  the  Bufinefs 
of  the  King’s  Penlion,  that  was 
negotiating  lor  him  at  the  French 

[Court,  in  which  Montague  himfelf 
had  the  chief  Hand.  The  Earl 
writ  thefe  Letters  by  the  King’s 
Orders,  who  declared  as  much  in 
a  Poftfcript  to  one  of  them.  As 
in  this  Negotiation  the  Intereft 
of  England  was  facriiiced  to  the 
Views  of  France,  the  Commons 
were  fo  exafperated,  that  they  im¬ 
peached  the  Earl  of  High-Treafon, 
idekgning  thereby  to  oblige  him 
to  plead  the  King’s  Orders,  who 
was  more  ftruck  at  in  this  Pro¬ 
ceeding  than  the  Treafurer.  He 
therefore  rer'ufed  to  make  ufe  of 
this  Plea ;  and  before  the  Lords 
could  refoive  whether  to  fend  him 
Co  the  'Tower,  the  King  came  to 
1  the  Houfe,  on  Dec.  30,  and  pro¬ 
rogued  the  Parliament;  which,  on 
■  Jan.  24,  was  dilfolved,  after  it 
had  fat  near  18  Years.  Dan  by 
now  religned  his  Office  of  Trea¬ 
furer,  which  was  afterwards  put  in 
Commiffion. 

Mr.  Olden!  urgh,  Secretary  to  the 
Royal  Society,  and  firlt  Publilher 
of  the  Philojophical  "7 ranfadiions  ; 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Marvel,  a  witty 
Oppjfer  of  the  Court,  and  Author 
of  the  Rehearfal  Tranprojed,  died 
in  this  Year,  1678. 

Three  Days  before  the  Meet  ng 
of  the  new  Parliament,  for  which 
the  Elections  had  run  generally 
againft  the  Court,  the  Duke  of 
York,  by  the  King’s  Advice,  left 
the  Kingdom,  and  retired  to  Bnf- 
ftls.  His  Majefty  alfo  fearing 
that  the  Earl  of  Danby  would  be 
again  attacked,  and  might  be 
tempted,  ior  his  own  Satety,  to 
dilcover  Secrets  which  he  would 
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have  concealed,  granted  him  a  full 
Pardon  under  the  Great-Seal. 

The  Parliament  met  on  March  6, 
1678-9.  The  Commons  chofe 
Edward  Seymour,  Eiq;  for  their 
Speaker ;  but  the  King  knowing 
him  to  be  a  great  Enemy  to  the 
Earl  of  Danby,  refufed  his  Ap¬ 
probation  ;  which  occafioned  a 
Difpute  between  the  King  and  the 
Commons,  and  a  ffiort  Prorogation 
of  two  Days ;  after  which  they 
chofe  Mr.  Serjeant  Gregory.  They 
prefently  refumed  the  Affair  of  the 
Earl  of  Danby,  who  chofe  to  abide 
by  his  Pardon,  and  withdraw  him¬ 
felf  ;  whereupon  they  paffed  a 
Bill  to  require  him  to  render  himfelf 
to  JuJlice ,  by  a  certain  Day,  April 
23,  and  in  Default  thereof  to  at¬ 
taint  him ;  which,  after  leveral  Con¬ 
ferences,  was  paffed  by  the  Lords. 
The  Earl  furrendered  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  Day,  and  was  fent  to  the 
Tower :  A  few  Days  after,  he  was 
brought  to  the  Lords  Bar,  where 
he  produced  his  Pardon,  and  was 
remanded  thither  again.  The 
Commons  declared  this  Pardon  to 
be  illegal  and  void,  and  lo  he  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Tower  till  1683. 

This  Parliament  alfo,  alter  ex¬ 
amining  the  Witneffes,  paffed  much 
the  fame  Vote  with  the  laft,  as  to 
the  Reality  of  the  Popilh  Flot.  And 
cm  April  27,  1679,  the  Commons 
refolved,  ‘  That  the  Duke  of  York's 
‘  being  a  Pepill,  and  the  Hopes  of 
‘  his  coming  fuch  to  the  Crown, 

‘  has  been  the  greatell  Countenance 
‘  and  Encouragement  to  the  prefent 

*  Confpiracies  and  Defigr.s  of  the 
‘  Papills,  again!!  the  King  and  the 

*  Proteftant  Religion.’  Which  Vote 
was  fent  to  toe  Lords  hy  the  Lord 
Rujfel. 

t  he  King,  to  amufe  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  had  formed  a  new  Coun.,1, 
admitting  into  it  feveral  Lords  and 
others  ot  the  Country-Party.  The 
Earl  of  Shajtejbury  was  made  Pte- 
A  a  4  fidenl. 
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fident,  and  the  Earls  of  Sunderland, 
and  Effex,  Lord  Halifax,  and  Sir 
William  'Temple,  had  the  chief  Di¬ 
rection  of  Affairs. 

On  May  15,  a  Bill  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to 
difable  the  Duke  of  Y ork  from  in¬ 
heriting  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Eng¬ 
land,  commonly  called  the  Bill  of 
Exclufion ;  which  was  read  the  fe- 
cond  Time  on  the  21ft,  and  it  was 
refolved  by  a  great  Majority,  that 
it  fhould  be  committed.  This 
brought  the  King  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  on  the  27th,  when,  after 
paffing  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  he 
prorogued  the  Parliament,  and  foon 
after  aiffolved  it,  contrary  to  the 
Advice  of  the  new  Council. 

Dr.  Sharp,  Archbifhop  of  St.  An¬ 
drew's,  was  barbaroufly  murdered 
by  feme  Scotch  Zealots ;  foon  after 
which  there  was  an  Infurreftion  of 
the  Kirk-Party  in  Scotland,  which 
was  fuppreffed  by  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth,  natural  Son  of  the  King. 
Lauderdale,  fupported  by  the  Court, 
had  introduced  a  perfeft  Tyranny  in 
that  Country. 

The  Duke  of  York  returned  in 
September.  The  Duke  of  Monmouth 
fell  into  Difgrace,  and  was  ient  over 
to  Holland.  The  Earl  of  Shaftefbury 
was  turned  out  from  being  Prefiaent 
of  •  the  Council:  And  the  Duke 
fhortly  after  fet  out  for  Scotland. 

Another  Parliament  was  fum- 
moned  to  meet  in  October,  but  the 
King,  contrary  to  the  Advice  of  his 
Council,  prorogued  it,  from  Time 
to  Time,  for  a  whole  Year.  Upon 
this,  the  Earl  of  EJfex  reiigned  his 
Place  of  Firft  Commillioner  of  the 
Treafury ;  and  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  fome  others,  retired  from 
Court. 

A  lham  Plot,  called  the  Meal- 
Tub ■  Plot,  from  the  Plan  of  it  be¬ 
ing  found  hid  in  a  Meal-Tub,  was 
about  this  Time  contrived  by  the 


Countefs  of  Pmvls,  the  Earl  of 
Caftlemain,  the  five  Lords  in  the 
Tower,  and  other  Papifts,  to  bring 
an  Odium  on  the  Prefbyterians  and 
the  Country-Party.  One  Danger- 
field  was  to  be  tne  chief  A  ft  or  in 
it :  But  he  being  detefted  in  the 
Fraud,  was  lent  to  Newgate,  and 
there,  before  the  Lord-Mayor,  upon 
Oath  difeovered  the  whole  Cheat. 

This  Year  died,  aged  91,  the 
famous  Thomas  Hobbes  of  Malmef- 
bury,  a  learned  Man,  of  a  confider- 
able  Genius,  but  a  great  Patron 
of  Scepticifm,  as  appears  by  his 
Works. 

Such  was  the  Animofity  between 
the  Court  and  the  Country-Parties 
at  this  Time,  that  it  looked  as  if 
the  Year -Forty-one  was  going  to  be 
afted  over  again  ;  which  probably 
had  been  the  Cafe,  if  the  King’s 
Neceffities  had  occafioned  him  to 
make  the  Parliament  perpetual,  as 
his  Father  had  done  ;  if  Scotland  ha.d 
not  been  fo  effeftually  enflaved,  by 
a  Standing  Army  which  the  Court 
kept  there,  that  they  had  not  Power 
to  ftir ;  and  if  the  Bifhops  and  Cler¬ 
gy  had  been  as  difagreeable  to  moft 
of  the  People  as  they  were  at  that 
Time.  Befides,  all  the  ftaunch  Epif- 
copalians,  fearing  the  prefbyterians 
might  again  fubvert  the  eltablifhed 
Church,  forgetting  the  Dangers  of 
Popery,  joined  themfelves  fo  firmly 
to  the  Court,  as  to  make  it  at  laft 
formidable  to  the  other  Party.  Du- 
ling  the  repeated  Prorogations  of  the 
prefent  Parliament,  Abundance  of 
Addreffes  were  prefented  from  all 
Parts,  to  petition  for  its  fpeedy 
Sitting  ;  which  being  highly  dif- 
talleful  to  the  Court,  Means  were 
found  to  have  a  Number  of  Coun¬ 
ter- Addreffes,  exprefling  the  great- 
eft  Abhorrence  of  fuch  Petitions) 
as  an  Infringment  upon  the  Prero¬ 
gative,  which  they  took  care,  in 
their  Expreflions,  to  advance  as 
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high  as  poflible.  And  fo  the  Na- 
'■  tion  became  divided  into  two  Par¬ 
ties,  Addrefifes  or  Petitioners,  and 
J  Abhorrers,  foon  known  by  the  Names 
-  of  Whigs  and  Tories,  which  the  Par¬ 
ties  by  Way  of  Reproach  gave  each 
'  other  ;  Tory  being  the  Name  for  an 
.  Irijh  Robber,  and  Whig  fignifying 
)  Sour-Milk,  an  Appellation  firft 
given  to  the  rigid  Scotch  Prefbyte- 
rians.  Th#  King  Ihewed  a  great 
Firmnefs  in  not  regarding  the  Peti¬ 
tioners,  which  exceedingly  ftrength- 
ened  the  Court  and  Popilh  Party, 
by  the  Acceflion  of  all  who  were 
now  taught  to  hate  the  Prelbyterians 
more  than  the  Papifts ;  as  the  In- 
p  juries  received  from  the  former  were 
:  more  frelh  in  their  Memories  than 
p  thofe  they  had  fuffered  from  the 
I  latter. 

The  King  thought  fit  now  to 
:  have  the  Duke  of  York  again  near 
his  Perfon.  Accordingly  he  fent 
;  for  him  out  of  Scotland,  and  he  ar- 
i;  rived  at  Court  on  February  24,  1 679- 
80.  The  Whigs  with  the  Earl  of 
Shaft ejbury  at  their  Head,  the  more 
effectually  to  oppofe  tire  Duke,  be- 
l  gan  to  fpread  a  Report  of  the  Duke 
s  of  Monmouth's  Legitimacy,  pretend- 
,  ing  the  King  was  lawfully  married 
to  Mrs  Lucy  Walters,  the  faid  Duke’s 
Mother.  And  though  the  King  fo- 
lemnly  denied  this  in  Council,  and 
publilhed  a  Declaration  to  refute 
t  the  Report,  yet  Monmouth  returned 
1  to  England  without  Leave,  in  Augujl 
1680,  and  without  taking  any  No¬ 
tice  of  the  Court,  endeavoured  to 
ftrengthen  his  Party  in  the  Kingdom. 

Bedloe,  one  of  the  WitnefTes  in 
the  Popifh  Plot,  died  about  the 
fame  Time,  having  on  his  Death- 
Bed  figned  a  Depoiition,  before  the 
Lord  -  Chief- Juftice  North,  of  the 
Duke  of  York's  being  as  much  Con¬ 
cerned  in  the  Confpiracy  as  any  one, 
excepting  what  related  to  the  Mur¬ 
der  of  the  King. 
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What  gave  great  Weight  th  the 
Country-Party,  was  the  City  of 
London's  being  in  their  Intereft,  who 
'this  Year  choie  the  Aldermen  Bethel 
ana  Cornijh ,  two  Prelbyterians,  for 
their  Sheriifs,  to  the  great  Mortifi¬ 
cation  of  the  Court ;  who  were  ftill 
farther  vexed  at  the  Boldnefs  of  the 
Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  when  he,  with 
feveral  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  went 
publickly  to Wefiminfier-Hall,  and,  at 
the  King's  Bench  Bar,  prefented  the 
Duke  of  York  as  a  Popifh  Recufant ; 
but  the  Grand-Jury  being  fuddenly 
difmiffed,  it  had  no  EffeCt.  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fend 
the  Duke  away  again,  who  depart¬ 
ed  for  Scotland,  October  20,  the  Day 
before  the  Parliament  met. 

This  Parliament  proceeded  in 
the  fame  Way  with  the  former, 
and  went  even  greater  Lengths 
againft  the  Court  and- the  Duke. 
They  examined  the  WitnefTes  to 
the  Popifh  Plot,  to  whom  D  anger  - 
field  and  others  were  now  added. 
On  October  z6,  the  Lord  Ruffel  mov¬ 
ed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  That 
they  might  in  the  firfl  Place  con- 
fider  how  to  fupprefs  Popery,  and 
prevent  a  Popifh  SuccefTor ;  and 
was  feconded  by  Sir  Henry  Capel , 
Brother  to  the  Earl  of  EJfex ,  in 
a  long  Speech,  laying  open  the 
Grievances  of  the  Kingdom  during 
this  Reign,  and  afcribing  all  to 
the  conitant  Prevalence  of  Popifh 
Councils.  On  November  2,  they 
paired  the  fame  Vote,  concerning  the 
Encouragement  given  to  the  Defigns 
of  the  Papiits  by  the  Hopes  of  the 
Duke  of  York's  fucceeding  to  the 
Crown,  that  was  palled  in  the  laft 
Parliament.  Then  a  Bill  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  Duke  from  the  Succefiion 
was  moved  for,  and  after  long 
Debates,  and  feveral  eloquent 
Speeches  on  both  Sides,  was  brought 
in,  and  paffed  by  a  great  Majo¬ 
rity.  On  November  15,  it  was  fent 

up 
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Bp  to  the-  Houfe  of  Lords ;  where, 
though  it  was  carried  for  a  fecond 
Reading  by  two  Voices,  it  was 
then  thrown  out  by  a  Majority 
of  63  againft  30,  all  the  Bilhops 
prefent  voting  againft  it,  and  the 
King  being  alfo  there  during  the 
whole  Time  of  the  Debate. 

On  Nov.  30,  Vifcount  Strafford, 
one  of  the  five  Popiih  Lords  in 
the  Tower,  on  Account  of  the 
Plot,  was  tried  before  the  Peers 
in  fVeflminJler-Hall ;  and  being 
found  guilty  and  condemned,  was 
beheaded  on  Dee.  29,  protelling 
Ms  Innocence  to  the  laft. 

It  was  now'  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Papifts  to  fow  Dilfenfions  among 
the  Proteftants,  and  to  llir  up  the 
Church  of  England  againll  the 
Nonconformills  ;  which  the  Com¬ 
mons  perceiving,  paffed  a  Bill  to 
exempt  the  Proteftant  Diffenters 
4-6-  exx  from  certain  Penalties  enabled  a- 
yyj  A  gai  nil  the  Papifts ;  which  alfo  paffed 
.the  Ploufe  of  Lords,  but  when  it 
y*r  •''^4ftiould  have  been  offered  among 
A-4ot^er  Bills  for  the  Royal  Affent, 
-7-  .  "^the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  by  the 

^'<r  ,  King’s  Order,  after  an  unprecedent- 
Manner,  fecreted  it,  and  fo  it 
-  was  loft. 

J tswdtZ+4  Several  Perfons  of  Ncte  died 
this  Year;  as,  John  Wilmot,  the 
witty  Earl  of  Rochejler,  who,  after 
a  debauched  Life,  in  the  Time  of 
his  lingering  Sicknefs  became  very 
penitent,  and  died  in  the  3  2d 
Year  of  his  Age  ;  Samuel  Butler, 
Author  of  Hudribas  ;  Sir  Peter  Lely 
the  famous  Painter  ;  and  Harry 
Marten,  one  of  the  late  King’s 
judges,  who  was  kept  a  Prifoner 
in  Chcpjhvj ■  Cajlle. 

Among  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Commons  againft  Popery  and  the 
Duke  of  York,  after  the  Exclufm- 
Bill  was  rejedled  by  the  Lords, 
was  the  following  :  ‘  That  it  is  the 
‘  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  there 
*  is  no  Security  or  Safety  for  tire 
3 


‘  Proteftant  Religion,  the  King’s 
‘  Life,  or  Government  of  this  Na- 
‘  tion,  without  palling  a  Bill  for 
‘  di fabling  James  Duke  of  York 
1  to  inherit  the  Imperial  Crown 
£  of  this  Realm,  c 5k.  And  to  rely 

*  upon  any  other  Means  and  Re- 

*  medics,  is  not  only  infufficient, 

*  but  dangerous.’  And  underhand- 

*  o  _ 

mg  that  the  King  would  pro¬ 
rogue  tiie  Parliament  ou  Jan.  10, 
(1680-1)  they  met  early  in  the 
Morning,  and  refolved,  *  That 
‘  whoever  advifed  his  Majefty  to 
‘  prorogue  the  Parliament,  to  any 
£  other  Purpofe,  than  in  order  to 
£  palling  a  Bill  for  the  Exciufon 
£  of  the  Duke  of  York,  is  a  Be- 
1  trayer  of  the  King,  the  Pro- 
£  teftant  Religion,  and  the  King- 
‘  dom,  a  Promote:  cf  the  French 
£  Intereil,  and  a  Penlioner  of 
£  France.'  The  Parliament  was 
accordingly  prorogued  on  that  Day, 
and  loon  after  diffolved  by  Pro¬ 
clamation,  and  another  fummoned. 
to  meet  at  Oxford,  March  21,  as 
the  City  of  London  was  in  no  wife 
favourable  to  the  Court. 

The  Parliament  met  at  the  Time 
and  Place  appointed,  and  the  firft 
Thing  the  Commons  did  was  to 
order  their  Votes  to  be  printed  ; 
which  Pradlice  they  have  con¬ 
tinued  ever  lince,  to  the  great 
Profit  of  the  Speaker.  A  few 
Days  after,  they  refuined  the  Ex~ 
clujion-Bill,  which  was  read  the 
firlt  Time,  on  March  28,  (1681) 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading  : 
But  the  King  finding  this  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  fame  Temper  with  the 
laft,  on  the  fame  Day  came  fuddenly 
to  the  Ploufe  of  Lores  and  diffolved 
it,  after  one  Ihort  Sefiion  of  but 
feven  Days. 

One  Ft  tie- Harris,  an  Irijh  Papift, 
had  been  praftiled  on  by  iome  ot 
the  Court  to  write  a  Libel  againll 
the  King,  in  order  to  itifle  the 
Popilh-Plor,  and  turn  it  upon  the 

Whigs 
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"Whigs  and  Prefbyterians.  The 
Pefign  was,  to  have  it  dropt  in 
the  Houfe  of  fome  of  the  chief 
of  the  Party,  and  then  to  have  them 
i'earched  and  apprehended.  The 
JCing  himfelf  was  faid  to  approve 
of  the  Project ;  but  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  Means  of  one  E-verard, 
to  whom  Fitz-Harris  bad  com¬ 
municated  it ;  whereupon  he  was 
taken  up,  and  the  Commons  in  the 
Oxford  Parliament  impeached  him 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  but  they 
rejefled  the  impeachment,  and  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  profecuted  at 
Common-Law,  which  occafioned 
a  Difference  between  the  two 
Houfes.  However,  Fiiz  —  Harris, 
after  the  Diffolution  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  was  tried  at  the  King’s  Bench 
Bar,  condemned,  and  executed. 
At  the  fame  Time  was  executed 
Oliver  Plunket,  the  Popifh  titular 
Primate  of  Ireland,  for  a  Conlpiracy 
with  the  French  Court,  in  order  to 
liir  up  an  Infurreftion  in  that 
Ifland. 

After  the  King  had  diffolved 
his  fifth  Parliament,  he  called  no 
more  for  the  reil  of  his  Reign, 
during  which  he  governed  in  an  ab¬ 
solute  and  arbitrary  Manner,  and 
grew  as  cruel  in  his  Temper,  as 
he  had  before  appeared  mild  and 
merciful.  What  contributed  to  e- 
ftablilh  this  formidable  Power  in 
the  King,  was  the  extreme  Ani- 
mofity  between  the  two  Parties, 
called  Tories  and  Whigs,  which 
had  been  artfully  fomented  by  the 
Court.  The  Church  and  Monar¬ 
chy  were  represented  to  be  again 
in  Danger  from  the  P/elbyterians. 
This  made  almoll  the  whole 
Church  Party  join  themfelves  to 
the  Court,  in  order  to  oppole  the 
Dcfigns  of  the  Whigs ,  who  were 
all  taken  for  Prefbyterians,  tho’ 
abundance  of  moderate  Church¬ 
men  were  amongil  them.  And 
jiojv  the  Clergy  every  where 
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preached  up  Paffive-Obedience  and 
Non-Refillance,  in  the  molt  flavifh 
and  abio.ute  Senfe,  and  Multitudes 
of  flattering  Addrelfes  were  pre- 
fented  from  all  Parts,  advancing 
the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown 
to  the  molt  extravagant  Height. 
Thus  the  zealous  Epifcopahans 
ftrengthened  the  Court  and  Popiih 
Party,  and  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  no  longer  in  Danger  from 
Po  eiy,  but  from  the  Whigs  and 
Prefbyterians. 

The  firft  Sacrifice  to  the  Re- 
fentment  of  the  Court  was  Stephen 
Colledge,  a  Jo  ner  of  London,  a 
Man  of  Parts  and  Courage,  a  d 
very  zealous  againlt  Popery,  and 
therefore  calico  the  Protefiant- 
Joiner.  He  attended  the  City- 
fViembers  to  Oxford,  who  went 
thither  with  a  great  Retinue,  and 
is  faid  to  have  fpoken  Words,  and 
recited  Verfes,  reflefting  on  the 
King  and  Court.  Lor  this  a  Bill 
of  Inuidlment  of  High-Treafon. 
was  exhibited  againfl  him,  to  the 
Grand -July  of  London,  but  they 
returned  an  Ignoramus  upon  it.  He 
was  then  hurried  down  to  Oxford , 
and  Methods  caken,  which  were 
none  of  the  moll  jullifiable,  to 
have  the  Biii  fjund  there ;  which 
being  done,  he  was  tried,  con¬ 
demned,  and  executed,  protefting 
that  he  knew  of  no  Plot  but  that 
cf  the  Papilts.  By  feveral  Cir- 
cumflances  in  this  whole  Affair, 
it  appeared,  that  the  Court  was 
fJly  bent  to  have  this  Man’s  Life. 
On  the  fame  Day  that  Colledge 
was  executed,  Aug.  31,  Titus  Oates 
was  by  Order  of  Council  turned 
out  of  his  Lodgings  at  Whitehall ; 
and  Care  was  now  taken  to  make 
the  whole  Popiih  Plot  a  Matter  of 
Ridicule. 

The  King  looked  upon  the 
Earl  of  Shaftsjbi-.ry  as  h.s  greateil 
Enemy,  and  was  very  defirous  to 
be  revenged  on  him.  He  was  lent 
1  to 
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to  the  Tower  for  High-Treafon,  in 
July,  and  his  Trial  was  to  come  on 
at  the  Old  Bailey  in  November  ;  but 
he  luckily  elcaped  by  the  Grand- 
Jury’s  not  finding  the  Bill  of  Indict¬ 
ment  againfi  him  :  On  which  Oc- 
cafion  there  were  Bonfires  and  great 
Rejoicings  in  London. 

In  Scotland  every  Thing  wtnt  on 
according  to  the  Defire  of  the  Court. 
The  Duke  of  York,  as  High-Com- 
miffioner,  held  a  Parliament  there 
this  Year,  which  was  entirely  obfe- 
.quious  to  his  Will.  They  enjoined 
a  very  extraordinary  Tejl  or  Oath, 
which  the  Earl  of  Argyle  refufing 
to  take  but  with  his  own  Explana¬ 
tion,  was  condemned  to  lofe  his 
Head  ;  which  he  prevented  at  this 
Time,  by  efcaping  out  of  the  Caf- 
tle  of  Edinburgh ,  and  retiring  into 
Holland. 

The  King  now  ordered  the  Pro- 
teflant  Diffenters  to  be  profecuted 
with  all  the  Rigour  of  the  Laws, 
whilft  Zeal  againfi  Popery  was 
reckoned  Fadtion  and  Sedition. 
Things  going  on  thus,  the  Duke 
of  York  returned  to  Court,  where 
he  continued  his  Prefence  and  In¬ 
fluence  to  the  End  of  this  Reign.  - 

The  Beginning  of  the  Year  1682, 
Thomas  Thynne,  Efq;  was  affaffmated 
In  his  Coach  in  the  open  Street,  at 
the  Infligation  of  Count  Coning f- 
mark,  on  a  Quarrel  about  a  Lady  ; 
for  which  three  Perfons,  one  of 
them  his  Footman,  were  executed. 

Numberlefs  Pamphlets  were  at 
this  Time  publifhed  by  both  Par¬ 
ties,  Whigs  and  Tories,  againfi  each 
other,  and  Party  Rage  was  cariied 
to  the  utmoft  Height.  The  Whigs 
were  as  yet  fuperior  in  the  City 
of  London,  but  the  Court  found 
Means  this  Year  to  get  the  Lord- 
Mayor  and  Sheriffs  chofen  of  the 
King’s  Party :  Upon  which  the 
Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  thinking  he 
could  be  no  longer  fate,  retired  to 


Holland,  where  he  died  foon  after. 
Prince  Rupert,  the  King’s  Couiin, 
fo  often  mentioned  in  the  laft  Reign, 
died  alfo  this  Year;  as  did  likewife 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale ,  juftly  hat¬ 
ed,  both  in  England  and  Scotland ’, 
for  his  arbitrary  Proceedings ;  and 
Heneage  Lord  Finch,  the  Lord-Chan¬ 
cellor,  who  had  been  created  Earl 
of  Nottingham. 

Two  extraordinary  Ambaffadors 
arrived  in  England  this  Year,  one 
from  the  Emperor  of  Fez  and  Mo¬ 
rocco,  and  the  other  from  the  King 
of  Bantam  in  the  Eaji-Indies. 

In  May,  1683,  feve'ral  Aldermen 
and  eminent  Citizens  were  tried 
for  a  pretended  Riot  at  the  laft 
Election  of  Sheriffs,  and  condemned 
in  large  Fines.  A  Q 'uo  Warranto 
was  aifo  brought  againfi  the  City, 
to  call  their  Charter  in  Qreftion, 
which  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 
was  adjudged,  upon  frivolous  Pre¬ 
tences,  to  be  forfeited,  and  the 
Franchifes  and  Liberties  of  the  City 
to  be  feized  into  the  King’s  Hands. 
And  the  Charter  was  not  to  be  re- 
ftored,  but  upon  the  City’s  fubmit- 
ting  to  fuch  Conditions  as  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  pleafed  to  prefcribe,  which 
quite  altered  their  Confiitution.  Quo 
Warrantos  were  afterwards  iffued 
out  againfi  molt  of  the  Corporations 
in  England,  which  being  terrified, 
refigned  their  Charters,  and  accepted 
of  new  Regulations  at  the  Pleafure 
of  the  Court. 

What  made  the  mofi  Noife,  and 
was  attended  with  the  faddeft  Con- 
fequences  this  Year,  was  what  is 
called  the  Rye-Houfe  Plot,  though  the 
Whigs  would  believe  this  Proteftant 
Plot  no  more  than  the  Court  Party 
would  believe  the  Popifh  Plot.  It 
was  firft  difcovered  in  June,  by  Jo- 
fiah  and  John  Keeling,  two  Brothers ; 
and  the  Defign  was  faid  to  be,  to 
feize  the  Guards,  to  kill  the  King 
and  Duke  near  Rye-Houfe,  about 

two 
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two  Miles  from  Hodfdon  in  Hertford- 
Jhire,  as  they  were  returning  from 
Newmarket,  and  to  caufe  a  Rifing 
in  London,  and  other  Places.  Upon 
the  Depofition  of  the  Keelings,  a 
Proclamation  was  iffued  for  appre¬ 
hending  Colonel  Rumfey,  Rumbold 
Mailer  of  the  Rye-HouJ'e,  Nelthorpe, 
Wade,  Goodenougb,  Walcct,  Thomp- 
fon,  Burton,  and  Hone.  Rumfcy  fur- 
rendered  himfelf,  and  upon  his  Con- 
feffion,  which  was  confirmed  by 
Weji  and  Sheppard,  there  was  another 
Proclamation  for  apprehending  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth ,  the  Lord  Grey, 
Sir  Thomas  At  mjirong,  and  Robert 
Fergv.fon.  And  upon  the  Lord  How¬ 
ard  of  Ef crick’s  coming  in,  the  Earl 
of  EJfex,  the  Lord  Ruffel,  and  others, 
were  taken  up. 

Captain  Walcot  was  tried  on  July 
12,  and  brought  in  guilty  of  Higli- 
Treafon.  The  Lord  RuJJel,  Son  to 
the  Earl  of  Bedford,  was  tried  the 
next  Day;  and  though  the  Evidence 
againft  him  was  very  flight  and  im- 
perfedt,  yet  he  too  was  brought  in 
Guilty.  His  Cafe  was  thought 
very  hard,  for  he  was  condemned 
only  tor  Words  fpoken  by  others 
in  his  Prefence.  Lord  Howard  was 
the  chief  Evidence,  who  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fwear  to  fave  his  own  Life. 
Lord  Ruffel  was  exceedingly  beloved, 
and  many  eminent  Perfons  appeared 
for  him,  as  the  Duke  cf  Somerfet, 
the  Earl  of  Anglefea,  the  Lords  Ca¬ 
vendish  and  Clifford,  Dr.  Tillotfon, 
and  Dr.  Burnet ;  but  all  to  no  Pur- 
pofe.  The  Earl  of  EJfex,  at  the 
very  Time  of  the  Trial,  was  found 
dead  in  the  Tower  with  his  Throat 
cut  from  Ear  to  Ear.  The  News 
of  this  was  prefently  brought  to  the 
Old-Bailey,  and  from  thence  the 
Judges  and  Counfel  infinuated  to 
the  Jury  the  Reality  of  the  Plot, 
fince  the  Earl  of  EJfex,  rather  than 
Hand  his  Trial,  had  laid  violent 
Hands  on  himfelf ;  And  this  is 


L  E  S  II.  365 

thought  to  have  influenced- the  Jury 
not  a  little,  to  give  their  Verdifl 
againft  Lord  Rujfl.  But,  after  all, 
moll  People  did  then  fufpett,  and 
do  Hill,  that  the  Earl  was  murdered 
by  other  Hands  than  his  own,  and 
that  by  Order  of  the  King  and  Duke, 
who  had  been  in  the  Tower  that 
very  Morning,  where  they  had  not 
been  for  many  Years  before. 

Walcot,  Hone,  and  Roufe ,  were 
executed  on  July  20,  and  the  Lord 
Ruffel  the  next  Day.  He  was  a  Per- 
fon  of  excellent  Virtues  and  Quali¬ 
ties,  and  a  very  powerful  Intercef- 
fion  was  made  for  him.  His  Father 
the  Earl  of  Bedford ,  it  is  faid,  of¬ 
fered  100,000 /.  for  his  Life:  And 
it  is  thought  the  King  was  inclined 
to  fave  him ;  but  the  Duke  could 
not  forgive  him  for  the  Zeal  he 
Ihewed  for  the  Exclufon- Bill ;  and 
fo  he  was  beheaded  on  a  Scaffold  in 
Lincoln  s-lnn-F ields,  whither  he  was 
attended  by  Dr.  Tillotfon,  and  Dr. 
Burnet,  fhewing  great  Firmnefs  and 
Refignation  to  the  laft,  and  proteft- 
ing  his  Ignorance  of  any  Defign  a- 
gainft  the  King’s  Perfon,  or  to  alter 
the  Government. 

Whilft  the  Trials  for  the  Rye- 
Houfe  Plot  were  depending,  the 
Univcrfity  of  Oxford  prefented  their 
famous  Decree  to  his  Majefty  ;  a 
fervile  Piece  of  Court  Flattery, 
more  fuitable  to  an  abfolute  Mo¬ 
narchy,  than  to  a  limited  one,  fuch 
as  is  that  of  England. 

On  July  28,  the  Princefs  Anne, 
younger  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  was  married  to  Prince  George, 
Brother  to  the  King  of  Denmark. 

The  King  this  Year  revoked  the 
Conditions  accepted  by  the  City  of 
London,  and  feized  the  Government 
of  it  into  his  own  Hands,  named  3 
Lord-Mayor  and  other  Officers,  to 
continue  during  Pleafure. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth,  the 
King’s  beloved  natural  bon,  upon 

writing 
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writing  in  a  fubmiffive  Manner  to 
his  Majefty,  was  pardoned.  He 
was  required  to  fign  a  Letter  own¬ 
ing  the  Plot  in  general,  and  tacitly 
juftifying  the  Evidence  againft  thole 
who  had  buffered  ;  but  he  foon  with 
great  Importunity  demanded  it  back, 
and  had  it  returned  to  him  :  Upon 
which  he  was  banilhed  the  Court, 
and  went  over  to  Holland ;  where 
the  King,  notwithftanding,  corre¬ 
sponded  with  him  by  Letters,  un¬ 
known  to  the  Duke  his  Brother, 
and  privately  made  him  Remittances 
of  Money. 

Colonel  Algernoon  Sidney,  Brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Leicefer,  was,  in  No¬ 
vember,  brought  to  his  Trial  for 
the  late  Plot.  He  proved  by  the 
Teftimony  of  the  Earls  of  Clare 
and  Anglefea,  Mr.  Philip  and  Mr. 
Edward  Howard,  Dr.  Burnet,  and 
others,  that  the  Lord  Howard,  the 
Witnefs  againft  him,  had  confefted, 
That  he  could  not  get  his  Pardon,  till 
he  had  done  fome  other  Jobbs,  till  he 
•was  pajl  the  Drudgery  of  Swearing  ; 
but  no  Notice  was  taken  of  this. 
What  was  moft  urged  againft  him, 
was  a  Manufcript  found  among  his- 
Papers  on  the  Original  and  Forms  of 
Government,  oppofing  Sir  Robert  Fil- 
tner’s  Notion  of  the  abfolute  Power 
of  Kings,  and  favouring  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Scheme.  Being  condemned, 
he  was  beheaded  on  December  7, 
without  difcovering  the  leaft  Weafc- 
nefs  or  Fear. 

There  was  a  remarkable  Froft 
this  Year,  which  fetting  in  about 
the  Beginning  of  December,  conti¬ 
nued  till  February  5.  The  Thames 
was  fo  frozen,  that  Multitudes  of 
Booths  were  erefled,  and  all  Trades 
exercifed  on  the  Ice,  fo  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  like  another  City.  But  the 
Wonder  is  very  much  leftencd  by 
fuch  another  Freft  in  17 J 5. 

Tangier,  Part  of  Queen  Catha¬ 
rine ’s  Portion,  was,  by  the  King’s 
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Order,  demolilhed  this  Year ;  whicfi 
eafed  him  of  a  confiderable  yearly* 
Expence  to  preferve  it.  This  Yeaf 
was  alfo  remarkable  for  the  for¬ 
midable  Siege  of  Vienna  by  the 
Turks  ;  which  was  bravely  railed, 
on  September  2,  by  the  King  of 
Poland. 

As  the  late  Sheriff  Pilkihgton  had 
been  fined  100,000/.  to  the  Duke, 
for  thefe  and  other  Words,  faid  to 
be  fpoken  againft  him.  The  Duke  of 

Y  ork  has fred  the  City,  and  is  now  come 
to  cut  our  Throats  ;  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Johnfon,  who  had  been  the  Lord 
RuJJeV s  Chaplain,  500  Marks,  for 
his  Julian  the  Apofate,  a  Book  wrote 
againft  the  high  Notions  of  Paffive- 
Obedience  and  Non  -  Refiftance, 
which  now  prevailed  ;  fo  the  Year 
1684  was  almoft  wholly  taken  up 
with  fuch  Sort  of  Profecutions  and 
Penalties.  Mr.  Hampden  was  fined 
40,000/.  fora  Mifdemeanor  in  be¬ 
ing  concerned  in  the  late  Plot,  therd 
being  but  one  Witnefs  againft  him. 
John  Dutton  Coll,  Efiq;  for  uling  re¬ 
proachful  Words  of  the  Duke,  and 
particularly  for  faying,  The  Duke  of 

Y  ork  is  a  Papijt,  and  before  ary  fuch 
Papift  Dog  Jhall  be  Succef'cr  to  the 
Crown,  1  will  be  hanged  at  my  own 
Door,  was  fined  100,000/.  And  Ti¬ 
tus  Oates  was  fined  in  the  fame  Sum, 
for  faying  the  Duke  was  a  Traitor t 
A  great  many  other  Perfons  were 
tried  for  fpeaking  ill  of  the  King, 
the  Duke,  or  the  Government,  w,.o 
were  fined  in  large  Sums,  and  fome 
of  them  pilloried.  Sir  George  Jef¬ 
feries,  a  Man  without  Honour  or 
Confidence,  had  been  made  L<  rd 
Chief- Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench, 
and  Other  Alterations  had  been  made 
among  the  Judges ;  and  the  Sheriffs 
of  London,  being  now  named  by  the 
King,  impannelled  fuch  Juries  as 
were  fure  to  find  for  the  Crown. 

The  Earl  of  Danby  was  now  re¬ 
leafed  upon  Bail ;  as  were  alfo  the 

three 
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three  furviving  Popilh  Lords,  the 
Lord  Fetre  dying  a  little  before. 

“James  Holloway ,  taken  in  the 
WeJI-Indies,  and  brought  over  to 
London ,  was  executed  for  the  late 
Plot  in  April-,  as  was  Sir  Thomas 
Armjlrong  in  June,  who  had  been 
apprehended  in  Holland. 

The  Project  of  the  furrender  of 
Charters  was  compieated  this  Y ear  ; 
and  it  was  generally  believed,  that 
all  the  arbitrary  Meafures  of  the 
Government  were  owing  chiefly  to 
the  Counfels  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
It  is  faid,  the  King  at  length  faw 
his  Error,  and  deflgned  to  make 
great  Alterations.  The  Duke  of 
York  was  to  be  fent  beyond  Sea,  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  to  be  recall¬ 
ed,  and  a  new  Parliament  was  to 
be  fummoned.  But  if  he  had  any 
fuch  Delign,  he  did  net  live  to  ex¬ 
ecute  it:  For  he  died  juft  at  this 
critical  Jun&ure,  Feb.  6,  1684-5, 
and  with  fuch  Circumftances,  as 
gave  ftrong  Sufpicions  of  his  being 
poifoned  by  the  Papifts ;  though 
there  could  be  no  certain  Proof  of 
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this,  and  the  Duke  was  never  fuf- 
pe£led  of  having  any  Hand  in  it. 

King  Charles  died  in  his  55  th 
Year,  and  near  25  Years  after  his 
Reftoration.  He  had  no  Children 
by  his  Queen,  but  feveral  by  his 
Miftrefles.  By  Mrs.  Lucy  Walters 
he  had  James  Duke  of  Monmouth  z 
By  Mrs.  K tlli grew,  created  Vif- 
countefs  Shannon,  C harlot te- Jemima- 
Henrieita-Maria :  By  Mr3.  Catha¬ 
rine  Peg ,  Charles  Fitz-Charles  Karl 
of  Plymouth  :  By  Mrs.  Barbara  Vil- 
liers,  created  Lady  Nonfuch,  Countefs 
of  Southampton  and  Duchefs  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Charles  Fi/z,  -  Roy  Duke  of 
Southampton,  Henry  Fiiz-Roy  Duke 
of  Grafton,  George  Fitz-Roy  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  and  three  Daugh¬ 
ters :  By  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gwin,  Charles 
Beauclerk  Duke  of  St.  Alban's,  and 
James  Beat  clerk  :  By  Loaife  de  Shie- 
ronaille  (a  French  Lady)  Duchefs  ©f 
Portfmouth,  Charles  Lennox  Duke  of 
Richmond  :  By  Mrs.  Mary  Davis , 
Mary  Tudor ,  married  to  Francis 
Lord  Ratclijfe ,  Earl  of  Derwent- 
v.-ater. 
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I N  G  Charles  having  no 
legitimate  Iflue,  and  the  fo¬ 
nt  uch-laboured  Bill  of  Ex - 
clufion  coming  to  nothing,  his  Bro¬ 
ther  the  Duke  of  York  of  Courfe 
fucceeded  to  the  Crown,  and  was 
immediately  proclaimed  by  the 
Name  of  James  II.  The  Party 
that  was  againft  the  Ex  clufion -Bill, 
had  been  for  fome  Time  trium¬ 
phant  ;  and  fo  it  is  no  Wonder  there 
was  no  Motion  or  Stir  at  the  Ac- 
cefiion  of  this  King,  whofe  Enemies 
were  now  fufficiently  humbled  and 
opprelfed.  And  indeed,  if  he  had 
been  as  good  as  his  Word  in  his 
fir  ft  Speech  to  his  Privy-Council, 
no  body  would  have  had  any  Occa- 
£on  to  be  uneafy ;  for  therein  he 
tells  them,  that  he  would  make  it 
his  Endeavour  to  p  ref  erne  the  Govern¬ 
ment  both  in  Church  and  State,  as 
it  was  then  efiablijhed  by  Law  ; 
that  he  would  never  invade  any 
Man’s  Property ,  but  would  go  as 
far  as  any  Man  in  preferving  the 


Nation  in  all  its  jufl  Rights  and 
Liberties .  But  however  this  Speech 
was  applauded  by  the  then  prevail¬ 
ing  Party,  King  James  foon  made 
it  appear  by  his  Condufl,  that  the 
fulfilling  his  Promifes  was  the  far- 
theft  Thing  from  his  Thoughts,  j 
And  indeed,  it  was  a  Kind  of  Infa¬ 
tuation  to  fuppofe,  that  he,  who 
was  fo  zealous  in  the  Caufe  of  Po¬ 
pery  and  arbitrary  Power  when  he 
W’as  only  Duke  of  York,  ihould  pur- 
fue  thole  Meafures  lefs  when  he 
came  to  be  King.  And  therefore 
his  going  publickly  to  Mafs  the  firft 
Sunday  after  his  Acceffion  was  no 
fuch  Itrange  Thing,  confidering  how 
many  Years  he  had  openly  pro- 
fefted  the  Popilh  Religion.  What 
was  more  to  be  wondered  at  is, 
that  he  Ihould,  without  any  Ne- 
ceflity,  expofe  the  Infincerity  of 
the  King  his  Brother,  in  his  re¬ 
peated  Afturances  of  his  Regard 
for  the  Proteftant  Religion,  by 
caufing  it  to  be  publilhed,  that  he 
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was  a  Catholick,  and  died  a  Ca¬ 
tholick  ;  which  can  no  otherwife 
be  accounted  for,  but  from  his  ex 
cefiive  Zeal  for  his  Religion.  And 
to  confirm  it  the  more,  that  Charles 
II.  was  a  Papift,  a  little  Chapel  was 
fhewn,  adjoining  to  the  King’s 
Clofet,  where  he  ufed  to  go  pri¬ 
vately  to  Majs.  As  thefe  Things 
were  enough  to  (hew  what  was  to 
be  expedited  from  King  James 
with  regard  to  Religion,  fo  his 
requiring  by  Proclamation,  that 
the  Cuftoms  and  Duties,  granted 
to  the  late  King  only  for  his 
Life,  (hould  continue  to  be  levied, 
{hewed  what  Regard  he  had  to 
the  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  (ince 
this  was  a  manifeft  Violation  of 
the  Conftitution,  by  which  no 
Money  can  be  levied  but  by  Ad  of 
Parliament  ;  and  it  was  one  main 
Caufe  of  the  Troubles  in  his  Father’s 
Reign. 

The  King  and  Queen  were 
crowned  by  Archbifhop  Sancroft , 
on  St.  George's  Day,  April  23, 
(1685.)  The  King  would  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  Sacrament,  but  all  the  relt 
was  done  in  the  Proteitant  Form  ; 
his  Priefts,  doubtlefs,  difpenhng 
with  him  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the 
Coronation-Oath. 

King  James  now  thought  fit  to 
(hew  his  Refentment  againft  the 
WitnefTes  for  the  Popilh  Plot. 
The  famous  Titus  Oates  was,  on 
May  8  and  9,  tried  before  the 
Lord  Chief-Juftice  Jefferies  for 
Perjury  in  relation  to  two  Cir- 
cumftances  of  his  Evidence.  The 
WitnefTes  againft  him  were  almoft 
all  Papifls,  and  ieminary  Priefts 
and  Jefuits  from  St.  Omer's,  The 
Paflion  and  Partiality  of  Jefferies 
and  the  Counfel  were  very  mani- 
feft.  Both  he  and  they  had  for¬ 
merly  (upported  Oates's  Evidence 
in  the  Popilh  Plot  againft  thefe 
very  WitnefTes  :  Which  fnews  that 
his  being  call  was  more  owing  to 
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the  Turn  of  the  Times,  than  to 
the  Merits  of  the  Caufe  ;  and  by 
the  Cruelty  of  his  Sentence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  there  was  more  of  Re¬ 
venge  than  Juftice  in  this  whole 
Affair.  Such  a  Sentence  was  never 
heard  of  before,  and  it  was  as  ri- 
gorouily  executed.  He  was  to  pay 
1000  Marks  on  each  Indidment, 
to  be  ftript  of  his  canonical  Habit, 
to  ftand  twice  in  the  Pillory,  and 
five  Times  a  Year  afterwards  as 
long  as  he  lived,  to  be  imprifoned 
for  Life,  and  to  be  whipped,  firft 
from  Aldgate  to  Neve  gate,  and  the 
very  next  Day  but  one,  from  Neve- 
gate  to  Tyburn  ;  Which  was  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  utmoft  Severity, 
fo  that  he  fwooned  away  fevera! 
Times,  and  it  was  next  to  a  Mi¬ 
racle  that  he  came  off  with  his 
Life. 

Thomas  Dangerficld  was  tried 
foon  after,  and  l'entenced  to  pay 
500/.  to  ftand  twice  in  the  Pillory, 
and  to  be  whipped  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  Oates  ;  which  was  exe¬ 
cuted,  though  with  lefs  Severity. 
As  he  was  returning  in  a  Coach  from 
his  fccond  Whipping,  he  was  in- 
fuited  by  one  Frances,  to  whom 
he  made  a  proper  Reply  ;  upon 
which,  Frances  thruft  his  Cane  into 
the  poor  Man’s  Eye  with  fuch  a 
Force,  that  he  died  in  Torment 
in  a  very  fhort-  Time  for  which 
the  Villain  Frances  was  defervedly 
hanged. 

Mr.  Baxter,  an  eminent  Prelby- 
terian  Divine,  was  tried  at  the 
Tame  Time,  for  fome  Paffages  in 
his  Writings,  as  alledged,  refieding 
on  the  Prelates  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Jefferies  behaved  to¬ 
wards  this  grave  old  Man  more 
like  a  Bully  than  a  Judge.  He 
was  fined  500  Marks,  and  bound 
to  his  good  Behaviour  for  {even 
Years. 

The  Parliament  of  Scotland  met 
on  the  Day  of  the  Coronation, 
B  b  which. 
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which,  fall  obfequiaus  to  the 
Court,  palled  an  Aft,  making  it 
High-Treafon  to  give,  take,  or 
defend  the  National  Covenant,  Or 
the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant ; 
and  another  againft  Houfe  and 
Field  Conventiclers,  (who  were  the 
zealous  Prefbyterians,  in  the  Aft 
called  Fanaticks)  ordaining,  that 
fuch  as  fhould  hereafter  preach  at 
fuch  Conventicles,  or  be  prefent  at 
Field-Conventicles,  Ihould  be  pu- 
nifhed  with  Death. 

In  England,  the  Parliament  (the 
only  one  in  this  Reign)  met  on  May 
19.  It  chiefly  conftfted  of  fuch  as 
were  called  Tories,  who,  tho’  they 
had  no  Defign  againft  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  yet,  relying  too  much  on 
the  King’s  Promifes  in  his  Speech, 
granted  him  fuch  a  Revenue  as  he 
deflred,  which  enabled  him  after¬ 
wards  to  govern  without  a  Parlia¬ 
ment.  His  Promifes,  in  relation  to 
the  Church  of  England,  and  the 
Rights  and  Properties  of  the  Subjeft, 
were  the  fame  as  thofe  made  to  his 
Privy-Council,  and  in  the  fame 
Words. 

The  Beginning  of  King  James's 
Reign  was  difturbed  by  two  In- 
vafions,  one  in  Scotland,  the  other 
in  England  ;  which  were  both  al- 
moft  as  foon  defeated  as  under¬ 
taken.  The  Earl  of  Argyle,  with  a 
fmall  Company,  but  Arms  for  5000 
Men,  failed  from  Holland  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  May,  and  made  a  De- 
ftcent  upon  Scotland.  His  Friends 
did  not  come  in  to  him  as  he 
expefted  ;  however,  he  made  a  Ihift 
to  get  together  about  2000  Men  ; 
who  being  foon  hotly  purfued  by 
the  King’s  Forces,  difperfed,  and 
Argyle  running  into  a  Water  up 
to  the  Neck  to  efcape  his  Purfuers, 
was  taken  by  a  Countryman,  who 
ran  in  after  him,  and  knocked  him 
down.  This  unfortunate  Noble¬ 
man  (whole  Cafe  was  to  be  pitied, 
conftdering  his  former  unjuft  Sen¬ 


tence,  which  made  him  fly  his 
Country)  being  thus  feized,  was 
ignominioufly  brought  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  where  his  Head  was  cut 
off,  and  fet  upon  the  Tolbooth  there. 
Rumbold,  the  old  Mafter  of  Rye- 
Houfe ,  who  had  fled  for  the  late  Plot, 
and  fome  others,  were  alfo  taken  and 
executed. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth ,  at  the 
Solicitations  of  the  Englijh  Exiles 
in  Holland,  had  agreed  with  Argyle 
to  invade  England  at  the  lame 
Time.  He  accordingly  failed  out 
of  the  Texel  on  May  24,  and  after 
having  been  detained  19  Days  ^ 
Sea,  landed  at  Lyme  in  Dorfetjhire, 
on  June  11,  with  about  80  Fol¬ 
lowers,  who  by  the  Coming-in  of 
the  People  in  the  Wefi  were  foon 
increafed  to  an  Army  of  2000.  On 
the  1 8th  he  came  to  Taunton,  where 
he  was  received  with  loud  Accla¬ 
mations  ;  and  his  Forces  Hill  con- 
fiderably  increafing,  he  took  on 
him  the  Title  of  King,  and  was 
proclaimed  at  Taunton,  on  the 
20th,  by  the  Name  of  James  II. 
The  next  Day  he  marched  to 
Bridgewater,  and  was  there  re¬ 
ceived  and  proclaimed  as  at  Taun¬ 
ton,  his  Army  now  confifting  of 
about  5000  ;  but  they  were  moil 
of  them  raw  and  undifciplined 
Men,  and  he  wanted  proper  Offi¬ 
cers  to  command  them,  fcarce 
any  but  the  lower  Sort  of  Peo¬ 
ple  having  joined  him.  His  pre¬ 
tended  Reign  was  but  very  Ihort: 
For  engaging  the  King’s  Forces 
at  Sedgemore  near  Bridgewater,  on 
July  6,  he  was  entirely  defeated, 
300  being  killed  on  the  Spot,  1000 
in  the  Purfuit,  and  as  many  made 
Prifoners.  The  Horfe  fled  at  the 
firft  Charge,  which  was  thought  to 
be  owing  to  the  Inexperience,  or 
Cowardice,  or  Treachery  of  the 
Lord  Grey,  who  commanded  chem, 
and  being  fatten,  readily  obtained 
the  King’s  Pardon.  The  unfortu¬ 
nate 
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Rate  Da  fee,  who  had  fought  ftortly 
for  (cme  Time  at  the  Head  of  the 
Foot,  was  twd  Days  after  the:  Fight 
found  in  a  Ditch  covered  with  Fern, 
with  fome  gredu  Peafe  in  his  Pocket. 
Being  brought  to  London,  he  wrote 
to  the  King,  moft  humbly  imploring 
his  Pardon,  and  to  the  Queen- 
Dowager,  to  intercede  for  him  : 
Which  Ihe  did,  ar,d  prevailed  on 
the  King  to  fee  the  Duke,  not 
doubting  but  bis  Pardon  would  fol¬ 
low  of  Courfe  :  But  it  was  quite 
otherwife  ;  for  after  he  had  made 
him  fign  a  Paper,  declaring  that 
King  Charles  had  told  him  he  was 
never  married  to  his  Mother,  he 
let  him  know  he  mult  prepare 
to  die  :  And  fo  the  Duke  finding 
no  Remedy,  tho’  he  had  moft 
fubmiffively,  not  to  fay  ab'edtly, 
begged  his  Life,  rofe  from  the 
King’s  Feet  with  an  Air  of  Bravery, 
and  was  condudted  to  the  Tower  ; 
from  whence  he  was  brought  out 
and  beheaded  on  July  15,  re¬ 
ceiving  five  Strokes  of  the  Axe  be¬ 
fore  his  Head  was  fevered  from  his 
Body. 

And  now  Jefferies  was  fent  with 
a  fpecial  Commiflion  into  the  Wejl, 
to  try  the  unhappy  Perfons  who  had 
been  any  Ways  concerned  in  this 
ra(h  and  ill-concerted  Rebellion. 
Col,  Kirk  attended  him  with  a 
Body  of  Troops  to  keep  the  Peo¬ 
ple  in  Awe.  They  were  both  of 
a  Difpofition  equally  cruel  and 
bloody,  and  exhibited  fuch  a  Block¬ 
ing  Scene  of  Barbarity,  aswasfcarce 
ever  known  in  England.  They 
hanged  Men  by  Scores  in  the  moft 
infulting  and  inhuman  Manner. 
Kirk  caufed  30  to  be  hanged  at 
once,  in  Sight  of  himfelf  and  Of¬ 
ficers  at  Dinner  :  Ten  were  turned 
off  with  a  Health  to  the  King, 
IO  with  a  Health  to  the  Queen, 
and  10  with  a  Health  to  Jefferies. 
Mrs.  Lijle,  an  antient  Gentle¬ 
woman,  was  beheaded  for  har¬ 


bouring  a  Prefbyterian  Minifter  of 
Monmouth’ s  Party.  The  ry,  not 
fati  fied  with  the  Evidence,  brought 
her  in  three  Times  Not  guilty  ;  but 
Jefferies,  by  his  Threats,  made 
them  at  laft  find  her  Guilty.  Many 
other  Inftances  are  given  of  the 
brutifh  Cruelty  of  this  Judge,  and 
his  military  Affiftant.  In  fhort, 
fome  Hundreds  were  executed,  and 
the  Wejl  became  like  a  Shambles, 
by  their  Quarters  being  fixed  up 
in  the  Roads  and  pubiick  Places. 
Jefferies  boafted,  on  this  Occafion, 
that  he  had  hanged  more  than  all 
the  Judges  Jince  William  the  Con¬ 
queror  ;  and  at  his  Return  from 
this  bloody  Work,  he  was  rewarded 
with  the  Office  of  Lord  High-Chan¬ 
cellor. 

The  fame  Spirit  of  Revenge 
fhewed  itfelf  in  London,  where  Mrs. 
Gaunt  was  burnt  for  harbouring  one 
of  Monmouth’s  Adherents :  The  Vil¬ 
lain  himfelf  informed  againft  her 
for  his  Pardon,  at  the  Time  fhe  was 
contriving  Means  for  his  Efcape. 
Four  or  five  Men  were  executed 
at  Tyburn  for  the  like  Crime,  or 
for  being  concerned  in  the  Rye- 
Houfe  Plot.  For  this  latter.  Aider- 
man  Cornijb  was  executed  in  Cheap- 
Jide,  tho’  he  had  fcarce  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  that  Affair.  But  any 
Evidence  now  ferved  to  condemn 
him,  and  as  he  had  been  very 
active  againft  the  Popifh  Confpira- 
tors  when  he  was  Sheriff,  he  was 
not  now  to  be  forgiven.  Charles 
Bateman,  a  Surgeon,  was  hanged 
for  the  fame  Crime  ;  tho’  it  was 
thought  the  chief  Caufe  of  Refent- 
ment  againft  him,  was  the  great 
Care  he  took  of  Dr.  Oates,  in  curing 
his  Wounds  after  hiscruel  Whipping. 
His  Cafe  was  very  extraordinary  j 
for  lofing  his  Senfes  in  his  Confine¬ 
ment,  and  appearing  quite  lunatick 
in  Court,  his  Son  was  appointed  to 
plead  for  him. 

King  James,  now  freed  from  the 
B  b  2  Danger 
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D  anger  he  was  in  from  Monmouth’% 
Rebellion,  and  being  in  a  State  of 
perfeft  Tranquillity,  began  foon 
to  difcover  his  Defign  of  eftablilh- 
ing  Popery  in  his  Dominions. 
The  Scheme  had  been  formed  long 
before,  even  whilft  he  was  Duke  of 
York  ;  but  now  firft  openly  at¬ 
tempted.  He  began  in  Ireland , 
where  he  dilfolved  the  Privy-Coun¬ 
cil,  and  appointed  a  new  one  with 
feveral  Papilts  in  it,  who  foon  be¬ 
came  the  Majority.  And  now 
Impeachments  became  frequent  a- 
gainft  the  Proteftants,  on  Pretence, 
either  of  the  Rye-Houfe  Plot,  or  of 
their  having  favoured  Monmouth's 
Defigns.  They  were  likewife 
every-where  difarmed,  whilft  Means 
were  found  of  having  a  Handing 
Army  of  Papifts  there.  Col.  Ri¬ 
chard  Talbot ,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Tyrconnel ,  by  calhiering  fuch  Offi¬ 
cers  and  Soldiers  as  he  thought 
fit,  and  putting  others  in  their 
Room,  of  a  Proteftant  Army  made 
it  by  Degrees  a  Popilh  one.  And 
it  is  remarkable,  that  Oates ,  in  his 
Narrative,  mentions  him  as  deftined 
to  this  very  Service. 

In  England  the  King  could  not 
proceed  fo  fall,  and  yet  could  not 
forbear  opening  his  Defign  in  Part 
to  his  Parliament,  which,  after 
feveral  Adjournments,  met  on  No¬ 
vember  9.  He  demanded  a  Supply 
for  keeping  up  his  Army,  which 
lie  had  increafed  to  15,000  Men, 
though  the  Nation  was  in  perfeft 
Peace  ;  and  bade  them  not  take  Ex¬ 
ceptions,  that  he  had  feme  Officers 
in  his  Army  not  qualified  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  late  Tejis,  declaring  his 
Refolution  to  employ  them  Hill. 
Both  Houfes  and  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  were  furprized  at  this  Speech, 
and  the  Oppoiers  of  the  late  Bill 
Exclujion  began  now  a  little  to 
open  their  Eyes.  The  Commons 
indeed  voted  him  a  Supply,  but 
could  not  reliffi  the  i  ■  ne 


Popilh  Officers  in  the  Army,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  known  Law  of  the 
Land,  and  addrefled  the  King  againft 
it;  at  which  he  was  greatly  offended. 
And  though  they  offered  to  indemni¬ 
fy  thofe  already  employed,  and  by 
another  Aft  to  qualify  a  certain 
Number  whom  the  King  Ihould 
name  ;  yet  rather  than  have  his  pre¬ 
tended  Right  of  difpenfing  with  the 
Laws  contelled,  he,  on  Nov.  20, 
prorogued  the  Parliament ;  by  which 
he  loft  the  Supply  the  Commons 
had  voted  :  But  they  had  been  fo 
liberal  to  him  before,  that  he  did 
not  want  it  for  the  Handing  Army 
he  intended,  and  did  accordingly 
keep  up. 

In  December,  Henry  Booth ,  Lord 
Delamere,  was  tried  by  the  l  eers 
for  correfponding  with  Monmouth , 
and  acquitted.  The  Earl  of  Stam¬ 
ford  was  difeharged  upon  Bail,  and 
afterwards  laid  hold  on  the  general 
Pardon. 

The  Earl  of  Arlington  dying  this 
Year,  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  the  Office  of  Lord- 
Chamberlain  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Sun¬ 
derland,  Principal  Secretary  of  State, 
was  made  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
and  became  in  effeft  Prime-Mi- 
nifter. 

All  the  reft  of  King  James’ s 
Reign,  till  he  met  with  a  provi¬ 
dential  Check  from  the  Enterprize 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  was 
wholly  employed  in  Meaiures  to 
make  him  elf  ablolute,  and  eftablifh 
Popery.  He  thought  himfelf  fure 
of  Scotland,  where  the .  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  advanced  the  Prerogative 
higher  than  had  ever  oe«.n  known, 
even  to  the  declaring  a.  recog¬ 
nizing  the  King’s  alfolute  Power 
and  Authority.  Ye t,  when  in  his 
Letter  to  t.-em,  111  April,  1686, 
he  defire  th  m  to  free  hi  Komax 
Cutbolick  Sue ;;fts  from  the  Re- 
ftrain  1  the,  my  under,  hey  thought 
fit  ret  i.o  comply,  upon  which 
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he  diflolved  them,  and  did  this  after¬ 
wards  by  his  O',  n  foie  Authority, 
and  by  Virtue  of  that  abfolute  Power, 
which  they  had  prepofteroufly 
acknowledged. 

In  England,  where  the  Parliament 
had  not  been  quite  fo  complaifant, 
the  firtt  Step  he  took  was  to  get  the 
Judges  to  declare  their  Opinion  in 
favour  of  his  d  fpenling  Power. 
This  he  did,  by  fencing  for  them 
one  by  one,  and  talking  with  them 
privately  in  his  Clofet,  whence  the 
odious  Term  CloJ'eting  had  its 
Rife  ;  by  turning  thofe  out  whom 
he  found  refractory,  and  filling  their 
Places  with  others  who  were 
more  pliable.  He  a:fo  new-mo¬ 
delled  his  Council,  admitting  into 
it  the  Lord  Arundel  of  War  dour, 
and  the  Lord '  Beilafls,  who  had  both 
been  impeached  for  the  Popifb  Plot, 
and  the  Lord  Dover  and  Earl  of 
Tyrconncl,  both  Catholicks  ;  the 
latter  of  whom  he  had  made  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  of  the  Army  in  Ire¬ 
land,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  Work 
there. 

In  Confequence  of  the  Judges 
Decifion,  that  the  King  might  dif- 
penfe  with  the  Laws,  the  Papifts 
began  every-where  to  fet  up  the 
publick  Exercife  of  their  Religion  ; 
the  Jefuits  ereded  Colleges  and 
Seminaries  in  all  the  principal 
Towns  ;  four  Popilh  Bifnops  were 
publickly  confecrated  in  the  King’s 
Chapel  j  Monks  appeared  in  the 
Habits  of  their  rgfpedive  Orders, 
at  Whitehall  and  St.  cJames‘s, 
Numbers  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
fecular  Priefts,  being  called  over 
from  foreign  Parts  :  And  it  was 
not  long  before  there  we.  Pop;  ih 
Lords -  Lieutenants  of  Cauntic^, 
Popifh  Juilices  of  the  Peace,  and 
other  Popifh  Magistrates  all  over 
England  ;  and  all  Places  of  Honour 
or  Profit  we  e  bdtoweo  upon  Pa¬ 
pifts,  or  Perfons  popifhiy  afFeded, 
the  Proteitants  being  removed  to 
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make  Way  for  them.  The  King’s 
Zeal  for  eftablifhing  his  Religion 
was  unbounded,  and  he  was  alfo 
pufhed  on  by  the  Queen,  as  it  is 
faid,  and  his  other  Popifh  Counfel- 
lors,  particularly  Father  Pefre,  his 
Confeiror,  whom  he  at  length  ad¬ 
mitted  into  his  Privy-Council  ;  but 
the  more  confiderate  Catholicks  were 
afraid  that  he  would  ruin  all  by  pro¬ 
ceeding  fo  fail. 

Whilft  the  Papifts  had  free  Liberty 
to  fay  what  they  pleafed  in  their  Ser¬ 
mons  and  Writings,  an  Order  came 
out  to  prohibit  the  inferior  Clergy’s 
preaching  on  controverted  Points  of 
Religion.  But  this  Order  being 
but  little  regarded,  the  Divines  of 
the  Church  of  England  continued 
to  exert  their  Talents  to  the  great- 
eft  Advantage  in  Defence  of  their 
Religion,  againft  the  Errors  of 
Popery.  Tillolfon,  Stilling  fleet,  Ten- 
nij'on,  Patrick,  Shfirp  and  others,  to 
their  immortal  Honour,  fhone  on 
this  Occafton. 

But  the  better  to  reftrain  the 
Clergy,  the  King  ereded  a  Com- 
mijflon  for  Ecclefiaflical  Affairs , 
confiding  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  (who  would  never  ad 
in  it)  and  two  other  Bifhops  ;  the 
reft  being  Laymen,  and  l'ome  of 
them  Papifts.  Three  had  Power 
to  ad,  of  whom  Jefferies  was  al¬ 
ways  to  be  one.  Before  this  new 
Court  Dr.  Compton  Bifhojo  of  Lon¬ 
don  was  cited,  in  Aug.  1686,  and 
fufpended  from  his  Epicopal  Of¬ 
fice,  for  refuting  to  fufpend  Dr. 
Sharp,  who  had  preached  againft 
Popery  in  Vindication  of  the  Church 
of  England. 

Whilft  the  King  was  thus  im- 
petuoufly  purfuing  his  Popifh  Mea- 
fures,  though  the  Nation  was  in  a 
profound  Peace,  he  had  an  Army 
of  15,000  Men  encamped  on 
Hounflo'w- Heath,  under  the  Earl 
of  Feverjham  :  And  in  the  Camp 
was  a  publick  Chapel,  where  Mafs 
B  b  3  was 
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was  faid  every  Day.  This  Teemed 
plainly  to  indicate',  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  make  ufe  of  Force,  if 
he  could  not  bring  his  Meafures 
to  bear  without  it  >:  Which  put 
Mr.  Johnfon,  mentioned  in  the  laid 
Reign,  upon  publiftring  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Proteftant  Officers  and 
Soldiers  in  the  Army,  exhorting 
them  not  to  be  the  Tools  of  the 
Court  for  fubverting  their  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Liberties.  For  this,  after 
having  been  folemnly  degraded,  he 
flood  thrice  in  the  Pillory,  was 
whipped  from  Newgate  to  Tyburn , 
and  fined  500  Marks.  But  this 
Writing  being  difperfedin  the  Army, 
made  fuch  an  Impreffion,  that  it  was 
thought  it  tended  not  a  little  to  the 
Defection  that  happened  in  it  after¬ 
wards. 

Miles  Prance,  who  was  a  Papift, 
being  brought  to  his  Trial  for  Per¬ 
jury  in  relation  to  his  Depofttions 
about  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey' s  Mur¬ 
der,  upon  his  pleading  Guilty,  had 
his  Sentence  greatly  mitigated,  the 
Whipping  Part  being  wholly  re¬ 
mitted. 

Belides  the  publick  Meafures  the 
King  To  vig  roufly  took  for  the  Caufe 
of  Popery;  his  private  Endeavours 
were  not  wanting  to  make  Profelytes 
among  his  Courtiers.  The  Earl. of 
Sunderland  was  brought  over,  or  at 
leaft  pretended  to  be  To  ;  and  Tome 
have  thought  he  diu  it,  the  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  undermine  the  King’s 
Projects.  But  the  Earls  of  Rcchejler 
and  Clarendon ,  Brcthers-in-Law  to 
the  King,  remained  firm  ;  for  which 
the  former  loft  the  Treafurerflrip, 
which  was  put  in  Commiffion  ; 
and  the  latter  the  Privy-Seal,  which 
was  given  to  Lord  Arundel ,  a  Pa- 

pliL. 

The  King’s  Zeal  alfo  put  him 
upon  fending  the  Earl  of  Caflle- 
main  or.  a  Tblemn  Embafty  to  the 
Pope,  in  older  to  reconcile  the 
three  Nations  to  the  Holy  See. 
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But  lv.no  cent  XI.  having  more 
Senfe  than  James,  feeing  the  Im¬ 
practicability  of  his  Undertaking, 
and  having  alfo  a  Quarrel  with 
the  French  King,  who  was  in 
dole  Friendfhip  with  the  King  of 
England,  gave  the  Ambafladcr  a 
very  cold  Reception.  Whenever 
he  was  to  have  an  Audience,  the 
Pope  had  a  Fit  of  Coughing  ready 
at  hand  to  hinder  it  ;  which  was 
repeated  fo  often,  that  the  Earl 
threatened  to  depart.  The  Pope 
only  fent  him  Word,  that  fnce 
he  had  a  Mind  to  go,  he  would 
ad-vij'e  him  to  fet  out  early  in  the 
Morning, .  and  ref  at  Nocn,  becaufe 
it  was  dangerous  travelling  in 
that  Country  in  the  Heat  of  the 
Day. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1687,  the  King  Tent  his  Declara¬ 
tion  into  Scotland,  fufpending,  by 
Virtue  of  his  Jove  reign  Authority , 
Prerogative  Royal,  an  abjolute  Pow¬ 
er,  all  Laws  againft  the  Catholicks ; 
And,  on  April  4,  he  pubiifhed  the 
like  Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience  in  England,  only  not  in  quite 
fo  high  a  Stile.  It  is  not  ftrange, 
that  the  feveral  Sefts  of  Proteftant 
Diftcnters  fhould  at  frftprefent  Ad- 
clreftes  of  Thanks  for  this  Indul¬ 
gence,  as  they  found  a  prefent  Eafe 
in  it :  But  afterwards  reflefling  more 
maturely  upon  the  King’s  Deftgn, 
the  bell  Part  of  them  faw  the  Snare 
that  was  laid  for  the  whole  Prote¬ 
ftant  Intereft  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  King’s  En¬ 
deavours  to  divide  them,  both 
Church  of  England  and  Diflenters 
united  for  their  common  Safety ; 
Paffive-Obedience  and  Non-Reftft- 
ance  being  new  once  more  out  of 
Fafhion,  which  had  beep  inculcated 
as  an  effential  Dohtrihe  of  the 
Church. 

The  King  fent  a  Mandate  to 
the  Univerfity  cf  Cambridge,  to 
admit  one  Alban  Francis,  a  Bene- 

dittine 
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dittine  Monk,  to  the  Degree  of 
Mailer  of  Arts,  without  taking  the 
Oaths  ;  which  the  Vninjerfty  refufe- 
ing  to  do,  the  Vice-Chancellor  was 
deprived  of  his  Office  by  the  Eccle- 
fiariical  Commifficners. 

But  the  Affair  of  Magdalen-C al¬ 
lege  in  Oxford  made  the  greatell 
Noiie.  Tne  Prefidentlhip  of  that 
College  being  vacant,  the  King 
fent  his  Mandate  to  the  Vice-Pre- 
fident  and  Fellows,  to  eledl  one 
Anthony  Farmer ,  a  Man  of  ill  Fame, 
who  haa  promifed  to  declare  him- 
felf  a  Catholick,  into  that  Office. 
The  College  refufed  to  comply,  as 
being  contrary  to  their  Statutes, 
and  cho.e  Dr.  Hough.  Upon  this, 
the  Vice-Preiident  and  Fellows, 
were  fummoned  before  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Commiffioners,  who  fuf- 
pendqd  the  Vice-Prefident  and  one 
of  the  Fellows,  and  deprived  the 
new  Prelident  :  But  their  Allega¬ 
tions  againil  Farmer  appearing 
juit,  the  King  fent  them  a  fecond 
Mandate  to  eledl  Dr.  Parker,  Bilhop 
of  Oxford,  who  was  a  thorough 
Courtier,  and  a  reputed  Papilt. 
The  Fellows  lticking  to  their  firll 
Choice,  would  obey  this  Mandate 
no  more  than  the  former  :  Which 
made  the  King  refolve  to  go  to 
Oxford  and  conquer  their  Oblli- 
nacy  by  his  Prefence.  But  all  his 
paffionate  Threatnings  could  not 
prevail  :  The  Fellows  remained 
flrm,  for  which  25  (all  but  two 
pf  the  whole  Body)  were  expelled, 
and  deprived  of  their  Fellowlhips. 
Dr.  Hough  refuling  to  pur  Parker 
in  Poffeffion  of  his  Lodgings,  the 
Doors  were  broke  open  ;  and  the 
deprived  Fellows  had  their  Places 
fupplied  by  Papifts.  This  Dr. 
Hough  was  the  late  venerable 
Bilhop  of  Worcefcer,  who  died  in 
1743- 

The  King  did  all  he  could  to 
gain  the  Members  of  Parliament, 
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and  induce  them  to  abolilh  the 
Penal  Laws  and  Tell,  or  authorize 
his  difpenfing  Power.  He  clofet- 
ed  them,  and  ufed  Promifes  and 
Threats  to  bring  them  to  a  Com¬ 
pliance  j  but  all  proving  in  vain, 
he  aiffoived  them  on  July  2. 
After  this  he  tried  all  Manner 
of  Ways  to  get  a  new  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  his  Mind,  particularly  by 
Quo  Warrant  os  and  new  model¬ 
ling  Corporations.  But  after  all, 
fuch  was  the  Dif  ofition  of  the 
Generality  of  the  Nation,  and  fuch 
their  Averlion  to  Popery  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  Power,  which  they  faw  it 
was  his  Defign  to  eltablilh,  that  he 
never  durll  venture  to  call  another 
Parliament. 

On  July  3 ,  Ferdinand  Dada,  who 
had  been  about  the  King’s  Perfon 
ever  fince  his  Acceffion,  being  in- 
velled  with  the  Charadter  of  the 
Pope’s  Nuncio  in  England,  made 
his  publick  Entry  at  Windfor,  with 
all  the  Formality  of  a  Popilh  Pro- 
ceffion  ;  though  it  was  High  Treafoi* 
by  the  Laws  for  any  one  to  affume 
that  Character. 

At  the  fame  Time  that  the  King 
was  thus  labouring  to  introduce 
Popery,  he  received  into  his  Protec¬ 
tion,  and  very  charitably  relieved. 
Multitudes  of  French  Protellants, 
whom  Perfecution  had  forced  to  fly 
their  native  Country. 

The  King  had  a  great  Defire 
to  know  the  Opinion  of  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Orange  concerning 
the  Penal  Laws  and  Tell,  not 
doubting  but,  if  they  were  for 
their  Repeal,  it  would  have  a  great 
Weight  with  a  new  Parliament, 
The  Matter  was  at  firll  managed 
with  great  Secrecy  by  one  Mr. 
Stuart,  who  by  the  King’s  private 
Direction  wrote  to  Penfionary  Fagel 
about  it.  At  lalt  lome  Circum- 
llances  occafioned  it  to  be  made 
publick,  to  the  King’s  great  Mor- 
B  b  4  tification. 
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tification,  as  it  let  the  World  know, 
how  contrary  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Prince  and  Princefs  were  to  thofe  of 
the  King  the  r  Father:  For  they 
directed  Penfionary  F'agel  to  declare, 
That  though  they  were  for  a  full 
Liberty  of  Confcience,  and  againft 
any  one’s  being  punilhed  or  ill  ufed 
for  differing  from  the  eftablilhed 
Religion  ;  yet  as  to  the  Tell,  and 
thofe  other  Penal  Laws  that  were 
made  for  the  Security  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  they  were  againft 
their  being  repealed,  fince  the 
Papifts  received  no  orher  Prejudice 
from  them,  than  the  being  ex¬ 
cluded  from  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  from  publick  Employ¬ 
ments. 

This  Year  put  an  End  to  the 
Life  of  the  famous  George  Villiers, 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  Ke  had  of 
late  made  but  a  contemptible  Fi¬ 
gure,  and  died  obfcurely  in  York- 
Jhire ,  after  having  fquandered  a- 
way  his  Eftate  by  his  extravagant 
Courfes. 

The  Proteftants,  in  the  midft  of 
their  Danger,  were  in  Hopes  that 
the  King  being  in  Years  would" not 
live  much  longer,  and  that  the  Ac- 
ceffion  of  the  Princefs  of  Orange , 
who  was  preemptive  Heir  to  the 
Crown,  would  fet  all  Things  right 
again.  But  their  Hopes  feemed 
quite  extinguilhed,  when  a  Procla¬ 
mation  was  publilhed,  on  'January 
2,  1687-8,  that  the  Queen  was  with 
Child,  and  ordering  a  Thankfgiv- 
jng  on  that  Account.  The  extra¬ 
vagant  Toy  of  the  Papifts  on  this 
Occafioh,  the  fanguine  Hopes  of  the 
Jefuits,  who  gave  out  that  this  Con¬ 
ception  was  miraculous,  and  the  Ef- 
fefl  of  a  Vow  to  our  Lady  of  Loret- 
to,  and  that  the  Queen  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  a  Prince,  made  the  Ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  Proteftants,  whofe 
Interell  it  was  to  have  no  l'uch  Birth, 
{entertain  Sufpicions  of  this  Preg- 
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nancy,  and  that  the  Papifts  were 
going  to  impofe  an  Heir  on  the 
Nation. 

The  King  feeing  no  Hopes  of 
having  a  Parliament  at  his  Devo¬ 
tion,  and  that  nothing  w'Ould  do 
but  Force,  began  to  augment  his 
Army  and  Fleet,  and  the  new  Com- 
miffions  were  almoft  all  bellowed  on 
Popilh  Officers.  Fie  afterwards  or¬ 
dered  fome  entire  Regiments  from 
Ireland ,  and  filled  up  the  Vacancies 
in  the  Englijh  Regiments  with  Irijh 
and  Popilh  Officers  and  Soldiers  ; 
which  gave  a  general  Diguft  to  the 
Army,  and  Lampoons  and  Ballads 
were  made  againft  the  Lrifc,  whom 
the  Englijh  hated  ever  fince  the 
bloody  Maftacre  in  1641. 

On  April  27,  s 688,  came  out  a 
fecond  Declaration  for  Liberty  ofCon- 
Jcience,  which  the  Bilhops  were  or¬ 
dered  to  fee  read  in  all  Churches  and 
Chapels.  Some  few  Bilhops  obeyed, 
and  it  was  read  in  a  few  Churches, 
when  the  Congregations  generally 
went  out.  But  Sancroft  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury ,  Lloyd  Bilhcp  of  St. 
Afaph,  Kenn  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Ear¬ 
ner  of  $Jy,  Lake  of  Chichejter,  White 
of  Peterborough,  and  Trelawny  of 
Brifiol,  after  fome  Confultation,  re- 
folved  not  to  obey  the  Order,  and 
went  and  prefented  a  Petition  to  the 
King  againft  it.  They  were  upon 
this,  June  8,  fummoned  before  the 
Council,  and  adhering  to  their  Pe¬ 
tition,  were  fent  to  the  Tower,  pri¬ 
vately,  as  it  were  by  Water  ;  "but 
this  did  not  hinder  Multitudes  flock¬ 
ing  to  the  Water  Side,  defiring  their 
B. effing,  and  applauding  and  en¬ 
couraging  their  Conftancy. 

Two  Days  after,  June  10,  the 
Queen  was  laid  to  be  delivered  of  a 
Prince  (;he  late  Pretender.)  Many 
believed  thpn,  and  Hill  believe,  that 
this  was  a  fuppofitious  Child.  It  is 
certain,  there  were  a  great  many 
myfterious  Circumftances  in  Relati¬ 
on 
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on  to  both  the  Pregnancy  and  the 
^Lying-in  :  And  though  the  King 
and  Queen  knew  the  general  Suspi¬ 
cions  of  the  People,  yet  they  took 
no  Methods  to  remove  tbofe  Sufpi- 
cions,  but  by  their  Management 
rather  increafed  them.  The  Prin- 
cefs  Anne  was  then  at  the  Bath ,  the 
Archbifhop  oi  Canterbury  in  the 
Tower,  and  the  Dutch  AmbafTador 
was  not  called  to  be  a  Witnefs  for 
the  Princefs  of  Orange .  And  fome 
Time  after,  when  the  King  thought 
ft  to  have  Several  Witneffes  exa¬ 
mined  in  Council,  and  their  Depo¬ 
sitions  Solemnly  taken,  to  prove  the 
Reality  cf  the  Birth,  the  Proofs 
were  of  Such  a  Nature  as  rendered 
it  Still  more  doubtful.  However 
this  may  be  Said,  that  Circu alliances, 
which  otherwise  would  be  thought 
to  have  little  or  nothing  in  them,  in 
cafe  of  a  general  Sufpicion,  are  ufu- 
ally  aprhed  to  confirm  that  Suspi¬ 
cion. 

The  Seven  Bilhops,  who,  on 
June  15,  were  discharged  from  the 
Tower  upon  their  own  Recogni¬ 
zance,  were  on  the  29th  tried  at 
the  King's  Bench  Bar,  for  a  Libel 
againll  the  King  and  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  their  petition  was  called. 
Two  of  the  Judges,  Wright  and  Al- 
libone,  gave  their  Opinion  that  it 
was  a  Libel ;  and  the  two  others, 
Holloway'' and  Powell ,  that  it  was 
not.  In  the  End  the  Jury  acquitted 
them,  when  Wejlminjier-Hall  re¬ 
founded  with  Shouts  of  Joy,  which 
prefently  fpread  themfelves  through 
the  Citi.es  of  Weftminfier  and  London, 
and  then  through  the  whole  King¬ 
dom.  As  foon  as  the  News  reached 
the  Camp  on  Hounfiow-Heath ,  the 
Soldiers  made  loud  Rejoicings  even 
in  the  Hearing  of  the  King,  who 
was  there  at  that  Time  ;  and  to  fhew 
Bow  much  he  refented  the  Acquit¬ 
tal  of  the  Bilhops,  he  immediately 
turned  Holloway  and  Powell  out  of 
their  Places. 
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Thefe  repeated  Mortifications  put 
the  King  upon  making  Trial  of  his 
Army,  on  which  Uccaiion  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  greateft  Mortification  of 
all:  For  beginning  with  the  Lord 
Litchfield's  Regiment,  he  ordered 
them  to  take  their  Arms ;  and  im¬ 
mediately  commanded  fuch  Officers 
and  Soldiers,  as  would  not  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  Repeal  ot  the  Penal  Laws 
and  Tell,  to  lay  them  down ;  which 
they  all  did  except  two  Captains* 
and  a  few  Fopifh  Soldiers :  At  which 
he  was  fo  afloniihed,  that  he  flood 
fpeechlefs  for  a  while,  and  then  bade 
them  take  up  their  Arms  again,  ad¬ 
ding  with  a  Sudden  Air,  that  he  would 
not  hereafter  do  them  the  Honour  to 
afik  their  Advice.  His  only  Expe¬ 
dient  now  was  to  new-model  his 
Forces,  which  he  began  to  do  by 
caihiering  Proteflants  and  putting 
Papifls  in  their  Room ;  but  this  only 
difgufted  the  whole  Army  the  more. 
The  Fleet  was  no  better  difpofed  to 
favour  the  Views  of  the  King  ;  for 
Vice-Admiral  Strickland  attempting 
to  have  Mafs  faid  on  Board  his  Ship, 
it  occaiioned  fuch  a  Difturbance  a- 
mong  the  Sailors,  that  they  were 
with  Difficulty  reftrained  from  throw¬ 
ing  the  Priefls  over-board. 

After  the  Birth,  real  or  pretend¬ 
ed,  of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  the  bell 
Part  of  the  Nation,  Tories  as  well 
as  Whigs,  began  in  earned  to  think 
of  Means  for  preferving  their  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Liberties  from  being  ut¬ 
terly  deilroyed  :  For  now  the  Dan¬ 
ger  from  Popery  and  Arbitrary 
Power  was  not  likely  to  end  with 
the  King’s  Life,  but  to  be  perpetu¬ 
ated  by  Means  of  this  Birth.  In 
this  Situation,  a  great  many  Perfons 
of  Eminence  and  Interefl  in  the 
Kingdom,  both  Clergy  and  Laity, 
began  to  turn  their  Eyes  towards 
Holland,  and  to  take  Meafures  for 
inviting  over  the  Prince  of  Orange , 
in  order  to  put  him  at  the  Head  of 
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the  Party  again  ft  the  King,  which 
was  indeed  the  main  Body  of  the 
Nation.  Several  of  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  going  abroad  on  various 
Pretences,  waited  on  the  Prince  at 
the  Hague  ;  and  by  this  Means  fuch 
a  fecret  Correfpondence  was  held 
with  the  great  and  leading  Men  of 
the  Kingdom,  as  in  a  fhort  Time 
produced  a  wonderful  Revolution, 
and  a  happy  Deliverance  for  this 
Proteftant  Country.  And  fuch  was 
the  Situation  of  Affairs  in  Europe  at 
that  Time,  on  Account  of  the  am¬ 
bitious  Views  of  France,  which  King 
"James  was  fure  to  favour,  that  not 
only  the  Proteftant  but  Roman  Ca- 
tholick  Powers  defired  a  Revolution 
in  England,  and  even  Pope  Inno¬ 
cent  XI.  who  was  called  the  Protef¬ 
tant  Pope,  wifhed  well  to  the  De- 
iign.  Thofe  who  went  over  to  Hol¬ 
land,  and  there  promoted  this  En- 
terprize,  among  many  others,  were 
the  following.  Mr.  Sidney,  Brother 
to  Colonel  Algernoon  Sidney  (behead¬ 
ed  in  the  late  Reign)  Sir  R.oberi 
Peyton,  Sir  Rowland  Gwyn,.  Dr. 
Burnet,  Lord  Wharton,  Colonel  Sid¬ 
ney,  Uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Sunderland, 
Lord  Dunblain,  Son  to  the  Earl  of 
Danby,  the  Earls  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Macclesfield ,  Admiral  Herbert,  his 
Couftn  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Rujfel , 
Major  Wildman,  the  Lords  Mordaunt 
and  Pawlet ,  and  the  Earl  of  Wilt- 
Jhire.  The  principal  Perfons  with 
whom  they  correfponded  in  England, 
were  the  Earls  of  Danby,  De-vonjhire 
and  DorJ'et,  the  Lords  Lovelace  and 
Delamere ,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the 
Marquefs  of  Halifax,  the  Marquefs 
pf  Winchefter,  the  Lord  Willoughby, 
Mr.  Lefier,  Mr.  Hampden,  Mr.  Povsle, 
and  others,  with  feveral  eminent 
Citizens  of  London.  The  Bifhop  of 
London,  and  a  great  many  others, 
were  likewife  hearty  in  the  Deiign, 
which  was  managed  with  great  ?e- 
crecy  at  iirft,  both  at  London  and 
the  Hague  j  but  when  it  came  to  be 
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known,  was  approved  in  a  Manner 
by  the  whole  Nation,  and  I  may  fay 
by  all  Europe,  except  France. 

The  States-General  having  re- 
folved  to  aflift  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
great  Preparations  were  maae  in 
Holland  for  his  Expedition,  Much 
were  eoloured  by  various  Pretences ; 
and  King  James  would  not  believe, 
for  fome  Time,  that  the  St.orm 
threatened  him.  However,  the  K  ng 
of  France  gave  him  timely  Notice 
of  what  was  apprehended,  mid,  it  is 
faid,  offered  him  30,000  Men.  but 
that  the  Offer  was  rejected  by  means 
of  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  WHO  is 
faid  alio  to  have  concealed  from  the 
King  fome  Letters,  which  Mr.  Skel¬ 
ton,  Envoy  at  Paris,  had  fent  in 
relation  to  the  Affair.  It  is  certain, 
that  many  fufpe&ed  him  of  betray¬ 
ing  his  Mafter,  and  holding  a  fecret 
Correfpondence  with  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  that  he  was  foon  after 
turned  out  of  all  his  Pofts.  The 
frit  certain  Advice  the  King  had  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange’s  Defign,  was 
towards  the  End  of  September,  when 
he  appeared  in  the  ulmoft  Confter- 
nation,  confulted  immediately  with 
the  Bifhops  then  in  London,  aboliihr 
ed  the  Commiftion  for  Ecclefiaftical 
Affairs,  took  off  the  Bifhop  of  Lon* 
don’s  Sufpenfion,  reftored  the  City 
to  their  Charter,  removed  Popilh 
Magiftrates  and  put  Proteftants  in 
their  Room,  and  took  fome  other 
Steps  towards  the  Redrefs  of  GrievT 
ances ;  which  had  not  the  defired 
Effeft,  as  they  came  too  late,  and 
were  evidently  the  Refult  of  Necef- 
fity,  not  of  Inclination.  The  Po- 
piih  Chapels  were  alfo  now  lhut  up 
for  fear  of  Infults  from  the  Mob, 
and  many  Romifh  Priefts  and  Jefuits 
began  to  confult  their  own  Safety, 
by  timely  quitting  the  Kingdom. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Prince  of 
Orange  p  ublifhed  a  Declaration,  dated 
Odlober  lo,  N.  S.  importing,  that 
the  Defign  of  his  Undertaking  was 
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to  maintain  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
’and  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  thefe 
' Kinodoms,  which  had  been  fo  open¬ 
ly  violated,  and,  in  cruer  to  this, 
to  have  a  free  and  lawful  Parlia- 
'  ment ;  tc  which  he  had  been  /elicited 
by  a  great  many  Lords,  both  Spiritual 
'  and  Temporal.,  and  by  many  Gentlemen 
' and  other  Subjects  of  all  Ranks. 

;  Or.  OSlobcr  t6,  the  Prince  took  a 
’  foieme  and  mod  affectionate  Leave 
O'  the  States,  and  on  the  19th  fet 
Tail  with  a  Fleet  of  about  50  Men 
of  War,  25  Frigate:,  as  many  Fire- 
Si:. ns,  and  near  400  Victuallers  and 
r[  ranfports,  having  about  14,000 
^  Land-Forces  on  Board;  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Englijh  Nobility  and 
‘  Gentry  already  mentioned  and 
timers,  with  Count  Ncjfuu,  Count 
'  de  Solmes,  M.  Bent  inch,  M.  Over- 
‘.ftst.rque,  and  M.  Zulejleyn ;  as  alfo 
■  tne  famous  Marlhal  Schomberg,  and 
a  great  many  other  French  Officers, 
Refugees  .or  their  Religion.  1  he 
Prince  carried  a  Flag  with  Englijh 
Coi  urs,  ar.d  their  Highneffes  Arms, 
furrounded  with  this  Motto,  The 
F  rdf  ant  Religion  and  Liberties  of 
England. 

This  gallant  Fleet  had  not  failed 
a  great  Way,  when  the  Wind  turn¬ 
ed  wefteriy,  and  a  violent  Storm 
arofe,  which  drove  it  back,  ana  fo 
difperl'.d  it,  that  it  was  with  Diffi¬ 
culty  the  Ships  made  home  one  Pert, 
and  fome  another.  Ring  James  on 
this  News  began  to  recall  fome  of 
his  late  Adis  of  Grace,  and  thereby 
difeovered  what  was  to  be  expected 
from  him,  if  once  he  fhould  be  free 
from  all  Danger. 

The  Damage  the  fcattered  Fleet 
fuflained  was  fo  fniall,  that  the 
Prince  was  loon  in  a  Condition  to 
put  to  Sea  again  ;  which  h^  did  on 
November  I,  and  failing  with  a  fa¬ 
vourable  Wind,  entered  the  Chan¬ 
nel  on  the  3d,  the  Englijh  Fleet 
under  Lord  Dartmouth  lying  ftill. 
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and  letting  the  Dutch  Fleet  pafs  by; 
whether  hindered  by  the  Wi%d,  or 
not  inclined  to  oppofe  the  Prince  ; 
who  on  the  5th  happily  landed  with 
his  whoie  Army  at  Torbay ,  without 
any  Oppofition.  From  thence  he 
marched  to  Exeter ,  and  ftaid  there 
fome  Days  before  any  Perfons  of 
Note  came  to  join  him  ;  but  at 
length  the  Gentry  in  thofe  Parts 
waited  on  him  in  great  Numbers, 
and  drew  up  an  AJ)'r‘dation  to  ftand 
by  him  and  one  another  in  the  Caufe 
they  had  engaged  in,  which  was 
afterwards  figned  by  abundance  of 
People  of  all  Ranks  all  over  the 
Kingdom. 

When  the  King  heard  of  the 
Prince’s  Landing,  he  ordered  his 
Array,  under  the  F.arl  of  Feverfham , 
to  rendezvous  on  Salijhury  Plain. 
But  great  Numbers  loon  deferted 
and  went  over  tQvthe  Prince,  and 
the  Lord  Cornbury  in  particular  car¬ 
ried  off  with  him  fcveral  Regiments. 
When  the  King  arrived  at  Salijhury , 
moil  of  the  chief  Officers  declared, 
that  they  could  not  in  Confcience 
fight  again!!  the  Prince  of  Orange , 
and  the  Lord  Churchill  (afterwards 
Duke  of  Marlborough)  with  feveral 
others  actually  went  over  to  him. 
The  King  finding  he  could  not  rely 
on  his  Army,  returned  to  London , 
and  on  the  Way  had  the  Mortifica¬ 
tion  to  be  left  by  Prince  George  of 
Denmark,  who,  with  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  2lx\&  others,  went  off  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange ,  and  was  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  his  Princefs,  the  Lady 
Anne ,  to  the  unfpeakable  Grief  ot 
the  King  her  Father,  from  whom 
there  was  now  almofi  an  univerfal 
Defection  of  the  Nobility,  and  all 
Ranks  of  People. 

The  Prince,  in  the  mean  Time, 
advanced  to  Sherburn,  and  from 
thence  to  Salijhury,  where  he  made 
a  triumphant  Entry ;  the  King’s 
Army  having  before  retired  to  Read¬ 
ing- 
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ing.  His  Majefty  now  thought  lit 
to  ccnfult  fome  Proteftant  Peers  ; 
and  by  their  Advice  promifed  to  call 
a  free  Parliament,  and  to  fend  Com- 
milfioners  to  treat  with  the  Prince  ; 
who  by  their  Hands  fent  fome  Pro- 
pofals,  which  were  fo  moderate, 
that  the  King  feemed  willing  to 
accept  them :  But,  in  the  mean 
Time,  confuldng  with  his  Prpilh 
F:  ends,  to  whom  the  Propofals 
were  by  no  Means  favourable,  they 
adviled  nim  to  withdraw  himi'elf, 
with  his  Queen  and  Son,  out  of  the 
Kingdom.  Accordingly,  the  Queen 
with  the  young  Prii  ce,  and  a  few 
Attendants,  went  away  on  December 
9,  in  the  Night,  and  embarking  at 
Gravefend,  arrived  fafely  in  France ; 
and  the  King,  the  next  Night,  left 
Whitehall  in  Difguife,  in  order  to 
follow  her  thither. 

As  foon  as  this  was  known,  the 
Lords  in  and  about  London  met  at 
Guildhall,  and,  with  the  Lord- 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  refolved  to 
Hand  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  which 
they  fent  Deputies  tc  acquaint  him 
with  j  and  the  ,  Common-Council 
fent  an  Addrefs,  imploring  his  Pro¬ 
tection,  and  defiring  him  to  haften 
his  March  to  London.  The  Mob 
now  drew  together  and  pulled  down 
the  Mafs-Houfes ;  and  the  Houfes 
of  fome  foreign  Ambaffadors  did  not 
efcape  their  F  ury.  In  the  rnidft  of 
thefe  Commotions,  Chancellor  Jeffe¬ 
ries,  being  difcovered  as  he  was  at¬ 
tempting  to  efcape  in  Difguife  out  of 
the  Nation,  was  very  roughly  hand¬ 
led  by  the  Mob,  and  at  laft  fent  to  the 
’Tower,  where  he  foon  ended  his  Days, 
and  fo  efcaped  the  exemplary  Pu- 
nilhment  he  had  fo  richly  deferred. 

The  Earl  of  Feverfbam,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  a  Letter  he  received  from 
the  King  at  his  Departure,  dilband- 
ed  his  Forces  :  Upon  which,  fome 
Outrages  committed  by  the  Lriff 
Soldiers,  occafioned  a  mod:  terrible 
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Panick  in  London,  which  foon  fpread 
itfelf  all  over  the  Kingdom,  fo  that 
every  one  dood  upon  his  Defence. 
The  Prince  and  the  Peers,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  farther  Mifchiefs,  ordered 
the  difbanded  Troops  to  re-affemble 
under  their  refpective  Colonels  and 
Commanders. 

In  :he  mean  Time 
cident  happened  to  t  o 

having  emoarkeu  in  a  mall  VKfel 
near  F  enjerjham,  be  ire  lie  cuu/J 
fail,  was  dcpped  by  a  Number  a 
Filhermen  and  others,  who  rifled 
him,  and  treated  him  with  great 
Indignity,  taking  him  for  a  Popilh 
Pried,  anu  Cnaplain  to  Sir  Edward 
Hales,  who  attenaed  him  in  his 
Flight.  Upon  this,  many  others 
came  on  board,  and  among  the  reft 
a  Conftable,  who  knowing  the  King, 
fell  at  hie  Feet,  and  begged  him  to 
forgive  the  Violence  offered  to  his 
Perfon.  The  King  finding  he  was 
known,  was  defirous  to  be  gone ; 
but  the  People  brought  him,  as  it 
were  by  Force,  to  an  Inn  in  the 
Town,  where  he  fent  for  the  Earl 
of  Winchelfea,  who  prevailed  with 
him,  much  againit  his  Inclination, 
to  go  back  to  London.  And  the 
Lords  healing  of  this  Adventure, 
fent  four  of  their  Body  to  invite  him 
to  return  to  Whitehall-,  where,  on 
December  16,  he  arrived,  amidft 
the  loud  Acclamations  of  the  People. 
His  only  publick  Adi  at  this  Time, 
which  was  the  laft  of  his  Reign,  was 
the  Ifluing  out  an  Order  againft 
Mobs  and 'Riots,  by  which' thy  Pa- 
pifts  had  greatly  iuffered ;  and  du¬ 
ring  his  Ihort  Stay,  his  Palace  was 
crouaed  with  hijh  Papifts,  Priefts, 
and  Jefuits. 

He  had  fent  an  Invitation  to  the 
Prince,  who  was  to  be  at  London  the 
next  Day,  to  come  to  St.  James' f; 
but  the  Lords,  who  were  with  his 
Highnefs,  did  not  think  it  fafe  for 
him  to  be  there,  uniefs  the  King 
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and  his  Popifh  Guards  were  at  a 
“convenient  Diftance.  And  fo  he 
■fent  three  Peers  to  defire  him  to  re¬ 
move  to  Ham  near  Richmond.  In 
the  mean  Time,  the  Dutch  Guards 
took  Pofleffion  of  Whitehall  and  St. 
'James’s.  The  King,  inftead  of  go¬ 
ing  to  Ham,  defired  Leave  to  go  to 
Rochejler ,  which  was  readily  granted, 
and  he  fet  out  the  next  Day  about 
Noon.  The  fame  Day,  in  the  Af¬ 
ternoon,  the  Prince  arrived  at  St. 
James's ,  amidft  the  joyful  Acclama¬ 
tions  of  all  Ranks  of  People.  On 
December  z  i ,  he  convened  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  who  were 
in  London,  about  no  in  Number,  to 
confider  of  the  belt  Methods  for 
‘  calling  a  free  Parliament,  and  pur- 
'  fuing  the  Ends  of  his  Declaration. 

As  to  the  King,  being  arrived  at 
■  Rechejler,  and  dreading  the  Confe- 
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quence  of  a  free  Parliament,  he  de¬ 
layed  not  to  put  his  former  Defign 
in  Execution :  For  privately  with¬ 
drawing  himfelf  about  Three  in  the 
Morning,  December  23,  with  only 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  his  natural 
Son,  and  two  others,  he  embarked, 
and  with  a  favourable  Wind  arrived 
at  Ambleteufe  in  France ;  from  whence 
he  immediately  repaired  to  St.  Ger¬ 
main’s.  To  this  Flight  we  may  pro¬ 
perly  fix  the  Period  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  Monarch’s  Reign,  after  he 
had  fwayed  the  Scepter  not  quite 
four  Years.  He  was  now  in  the 
56th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  his  Reign 
might  have  been  as  happy  and  glo¬ 
rious  as  any  of  his  Predeceffors, 
were  it  not  for  the  violent  Counlels 
of  a  Popilh,  Jefuitical  Faction ,  and 
his  own  extreme  Bigotry  to  their 
en  Having  Superftition. 
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AS  foon  as  King  James  had 
thus  left  the  Kingdom,  the 
Lords  took  upon  themfelves 
the  Government,  and  meeting  in 
their  Houfe,  they,  on  December  25, 
agreed  to  addrefs  the  Prince  of 
Grange  to  take  upon  him  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  all  publick  Affairs, 
till  a  Convention  fhould  meet,  for 
which  they  defired  him  to  iffue  out 
Letters  to  the  feveral  Counties, 
Cities  and  Boroughs,  directing  them 
to  chufe  fuch  a  Number  of  Perfons 
to  reprefent  them,  as  were  of  Right 
to  be  fent  to  Parliament.  They 
alfo  iffued  out  an  Order  for  all 
Papifts  to  depart  ten  Miles  from 
the  City  of  London ,  and  not  to 
remove  above  five  Miles  from  their 
Habitations  in  the  Country.  In 
Order  to  give  a  greater  Weight  to 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Lords,  the 
Prince,  on  his  being  informed  of 
the  King’s  Departure,  had  pub- 
lilhed  an  Order,  defiring  all  fuch 
Perfons  as  had  been  Members  of 
any  of  King  Charles  lid’s  Tar- 
liaments,  and  alfo  the  Lord-Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  and  50  of  the 
Common-Council  of  the  City  of 
London ,  to  meet  him  at  St.  James’s , 
on  December  26 ;  which  they  ac¬ 
cordingly  did,  (there  being  about 
160  of  the  old  Members)  and  re¬ 
pairing  to  the  Commons  Houfe, 
refolved  to  addrefs  the  Prince,  as 
the  Lords  had  done,  to  take  on 
him  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  until  the  Meeting  of  the 
intended  Convention,  on  January 
22.  The  Prince  returned  an  An- 
fwer  feverally  to  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  that  he  would  do  as 
they  defired.  After  which,  he  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  M.  Barillon ,  the 
French  Ambaffador,  to  depart  the 
Kingdom  in  24  Hours,  And  on 


December  31,  he  publilhed  a  Procla¬ 
mation,  authorizing  all  Juftiees  of 
the  Peace,  and  other  Officers,  not 
being  Papifts,  to  adt  in  their  re- 
fpedtive  Places  until  the  Meeting 
of  the  Convention,  or  Orders  to 
the  contrary. 

The  Scotch  Peers  then  in  London, 
to  the  Number  of  30,  and  about  So 
Gentlemen,  affembled  at  the  Prince’s 
Defire,  and  prefented  the  like  Ad¬ 
drefs  to  him,  wit  Ip,  regard  to  the 
Adminiftration  of  all  publick  Affairs 
in  Scotland ,  as  the  Englijh  Lords 
and  Gentlemen  had  done  with  re- 
fpedt  to  England,  defiring  him  alfo 
to  call  a  General  Meeting  of  the 
States  to  be  holden  on  the  14th  of 
March  following.  And  the  Prince 
returned  them  much  the  fame  An- 
fwer  as  he  had  done  to  the  Englijh. 
At  the  fame  Time  the  Prince  ex¬ 
tending  his  Care  to  Ireland,  fum- 
moned  the  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
in  England :  But  this  had  not  the 
defired  Effeft. 

The  Forces  dilbanded  by  the 
Earl  of  Femerjham  being  re-affem- 
bled,  the  Prince  difcharged  their 
Arrears  with  200,000 1 .  advanced 
in  four  Days  by  the  City  of  London ; 
after  which  he  made  fuch  a  Reform 
in  the  Army,  by  calhiering  Papifts, 
and  filling  up  the  Vacancies  with 
Proteftants,  as  might  render  it  fer- 
viceable  to  the  Nation. 

The  Convention,  for  which  the 
Eledtions  had  been  carried  on  with 
the  utmoft  Freedom,  met  on  the 
appointed  Day,  January  22,  1688-9. 
The  Lords  chofe  the  Marquefs  of 
Halifax  for  their  Speaker,  and 
the  Commons  Mr.  Povtle.  After 
a  Letter  from  the  Prince  had 
been  read  in  both  Houfes,  they 
jointly  prefented  an  Addrefs  to 
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him,  acknowledging  him,  under 
God,  the  Deliverer  of  the  Nation, 
approving  of  his  Adminilfration  of 
the  Government,  and  praying  him 
to  continue  it.  They  then  ap¬ 
pointed  a  general  Thankfgiving 
for  the  late  happy  Deliverance,  and 
a  particular  Prayer  was  ordered 
to  be  inferted  for  the  Prince  of 
Orange. 

The  Commons  had  not  fat  long 
before  they  pretty  readily  came  to 
the  following  remarkable  Vote, 
That  King  James  II.  having  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fubvert  the  Conjiitution 
of.  the  Kingdom ,  by  breaking  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  Contract  between  King  and 
People',  and  by  the  Advice  of  jefuits 
and  other  wicked  Perfons,  having  vi¬ 
olated  the  fundamental  Laws,  and 
-withdrawn  himfelf  out  of  the  King¬ 
dom ,  hath  abdicated  the  Government , 
and  that  the  Throne  is  thereby  become 
vacant. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  Things 
did  not  go  on  fo  fmoothly.  There 
was  a  ftrong  Party  for  a  Regency, 
among  whom  the  Earl  of  Not¬ 
tingham  was  the  Chief ;  and  after 
great  Debates,  it  was  carried  to 
put  the  Word  Deferttd  in  the  Room 
of  Abdicated,  and  to  leave  out  the 
Claufe  of  the  Vacancy  of  the 
Throne.  This  occafioned  a  moll 
-memorable  Conference  between  the 
two  Houfes,  and  the  Refult  of  it 
Was,  that  the  Lords,  at  laft,  de¬ 
parted  from  their  Amendments,  and 
Agreed  to  the  Vote  of  the  Commons ; 
after  which,  both  Houfes  voted, 
that  the  Prince  and  Princefsof  Orange 
Oiould  be  King  and  Queen. 

The  Princefs  arrived  from  Hol¬ 
land  on  February  12,  and  the  next 
Day,  both  Prince  and  Princefs  be¬ 
ing  feated  on  two  large  Chairs 
under  a  Canopy  of  State  in  the 
Banqueting- Houfe,  both  Houfes  of 
the  Convention  waited  on  them 
in  a  Body,  and  made  them  a  fo- 
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lemn  Offer  of  the  Crown,  after 
having  caufed  a  Declaration  of 
their  Rights,  which  had  been  vio¬ 
lated  by  King  fames,  to  be  read ; 
concluding  thus  :  Having  there¬ 
fore  an  entire  Confidence,  that  bis 
faid  Highnefs,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
will  perfett  the  Deliverance  fo  far 
advanced  by  him ,  and  will  fill  pre¬ 
fer ve  them  from  the  Violation  of 
their  Rights,  which  they  have  here 
afferted,  and  from  all  other  Attempts 
upon  their  Religion,  Rights  and  Li¬ 
berties  ;  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  and  Commons,  affembled  at 
Weitminfter,  do  refolve.  That  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary,  Prince  and  Prin¬ 
cefs  of  Orange,  be,  and  be  de¬ 
clared,  King  and  ifiueen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  France,  and  Ireland,  and  the 
Dominions  thereunto  belonging,  to 
hold  the  Crown  and  Royal  Dignity 
of  the  faid  Kingdoms  and  Dominions, 
to  them  the  faid  Prince  and  Princefs, 
during  their  Lives,  and  the  Life  of 
the  Survivor  of  them ;  and  that  the 
foie  and  full  Exercife  of  the  Royal 
Power  be  only  in,  and  executed  by, 
the  faid  Prince  of  Orange,  in  the 
Names  of  the  faid  Prince  and  Prin¬ 
cefs,  during  their  joint  Lives ;  and 
after  their  Deceafe,  the  faid  Crown 
and  Royal  Dignity  of  the  faid  King¬ 
doms  and  Dominions  to  be  to  the 
Heirs  of  the  Body  of  the  faid  Prin¬ 
cefs  ;  and  for  Default  of  fuch  Ilfue, 
to  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  and 
the  Heirs  of  her  Body ;  and  for 
Default  of  fuch  Ilfue,  to  the  Heirs 
of  the  Body  of  the  faid  Prince  of 
Orange. 

The  Prince,  in  a  moft  agreeable 
and  obliging  Anfwer,  accepted  of 
the  Crown  in  the  Name  of  them 
both  ;  and  the  fame  Day  they  were 
proclaimed  King  and  Queen  by  the 
Names  of  William  and  Mary,  at 
which  a  general  Joy  appeared  among 
the  People. 
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TH  E  memorable  Revoluti¬ 
on,  which  King  James’s 
Conduft  had  made  neceffary 
for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  and  the  Laws  and  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  Kingdom,  being  thus  hap¬ 
pily  compleated,  the  firii  Thing 
King  William  did,  after  he  had 
fettled  his  Privy-Council,  was  his 
giving  the  Royal  Affent,  on  February 
23,  to  a  Bill  that  had  paffed  both 
Houfes,  to  remove  and  prevent  all 
Ffuejlions  and  Difputes  concerning  the 
Afftmbling  and  Sitting  of  this  prefent 
Parliament .  By  which  Ad  the  Con¬ 
vention ,  which  had  placed  the  Crown 
cn  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange , 
Was  changed  into  a  Parliament. 

To  fhew  the  Senfe  of  the  Nation 
concerning  fome  of  the  late  fangui- 
nary  and  arbitrary  Proceedings, 
the  Attainders  of  feveral  Perfons, 
who  had  fuffered  capital  Punilh- 
ments,  were,  by  A&s  of  Parliament, 
at  feveral  Times,  annulled  and  made 
void  ;  as  thofe  of  William  Lord  Ruf- 


fel,  Algernoon  Sidney ,  Efq;  Mrs.  Ali¬ 
cia  Life ,  and  Alderman  Cornijh. 
The  Judgment  againlt  Mr.  Samuel 
Johnjon  was  reverfed  ;  and  though 
there  were  great  and  long  Debates 
about  Titus  Oates,  whofe  Evidence 
in  general  concerning  the  Popifli 
Plot  was  never  called  in  Queftion, 
only  fome  Particulars  relating  to 
Time  and  Place,  yet  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  addreffed  the  King  to  take  off 
the  remaining  Part  of  his  Punilh- 
ment,  namely,  his  Iir.prifonment 
for  Life,  and  annual  Pillorying ; 
which  his  Majefty  readily  complied 
with,  and  moreover  allowed  him  a 
yearly  Penlion.  The  Judgment 
upon  the  duo  Warranto  againil:  the 
City  of  London  was  alfo  reverfed, 
and  the  City  reftored  to  its  Privi¬ 
leges  ;  and  an  Ad  of  Oblivion,  at 
length,  paffed,  out  of  which  were 
excepted  fome  few  of  the  many  late 
Inftruments  of  Popery  and  arbitrary 
Power.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland 
was  excepted  only  for  Form’s 

Sake, 
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i  Sake,  lie  being  at  the  fame  Time  in 
Favour  with  the  King. 

From  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
there  was  a  Party  in  the  Nation 
I  who  difliked  the  new  Settlement, 
and  were  in  continual  Plots  to 
overturn  it,  and  to  reftore  the  late 
King  James.  Thefe  were  dillin- 
guilhed  by  the  Name  of  Jacobites, 
as  alfo  that  of  Nonjurors,  from  their 
refufing  to  take  the  Oaths  to  the 
prefent  Government.  That  the 
Papifts  fhould  dillike  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  is  not  at  all  ftrange.  And 
to  thefe  were  joined  feveral  Prc- 
teftants,  who  either  from  the  ftrong 
Impreffions  of  the  late  Doftrine  of 
Paffive-Obedience  and  Non-Refift- 
ance,  could  not  bring  themfelves 
to  think  it  lawful  to  refill  King 
James,  or  who,  though  they  thought 
the  Interpofuion  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  neceffary  at  the  Time,  yet 
were  again  ft  his  being  made  King, 
and  were  only  Fra  Regency  in  the 
■  Name  of  King  James  II.  being 
llrongly  prepoflefl'ed  with  the  No- 
'  tions  of  heieditary  Right,  and  di- 
1  reft  lineal  Succeftion.  Some  of 
thefe,  indeed,  afterwards  complied 
with  the. Times,  as  the  Earl  of  Not¬ 
tingham,  who  was  made  Secretary 
of  State  to  King  Willi  am  and  Queen 
Mary,  and  Dr.  Sherlock,  who,  af¬ 
ter  the  Viftory  at  the  Boyne,  ac¬ 
knowledged  their  Majefties  Title, 
and  was  made  Dean  of  St.  Paid's. 
But  many  adhered  to  their  old  Prin¬ 
ciples,  which  had  been  innocent 
enough,  if  they  had  not  carried 
them  into  Plots  and  (Jonfpiracies 
againft  the  prefent  Government. 
And  the  Party  was  ftrengthened 
and  kept  alive  by  feveral  Clergy¬ 
men,  who  fcrupled  or  refufed  to 
take  the  new  Oaths,  among  whom 
were  fome  Bifhops,  as  the  Arch- 
biftiop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Bi¬ 
fhops  of  Ely,  Bath  and  Wells,  Peter- 
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borough,  Norwich,  and  Gloucejler,  (of 
whom  the  four  firft  had  been  impri- 
foned  in  the  Tower  by  King  James) 
who  after  fome  Time  were  deprived, 
and  their  Sees  filled  with  others ; 
which  occafioned  what  feme  called 
a  Schifm  in  the  Church  of  England. 
Thus  the  Revolution  had  many 
Enemies  from  the  Beginning,  tho’ 
the  Proteftant  Religion  was  preferv- 
ed  by  it,  and  the  Liberties  of  the 
People  better  fettled  than  ever  they 
had  been  before ;  and  the  only  De- 
feft  in  it  feems  to  have  been,  the 
not  guarding  fufficiently  againft  Bri¬ 
bery  and  Corruption,  which  was 
complained  of  in  this  Reign,  and 
has  been  too  much  praftifed  by  Mi- 
nifters  ever  fince ;  and  may  one  Time 
or  other  be  the  Ruin  of  the  Nation, 
which  the  Revolution  was  intended 
to  preferve. 

The  King  having  acquainted  the 
Parliament,  fo  early  as  February  27, 
with  the  News  of  the  late  King 
James  having  failed  from  Brejl 
with  a  conftderable  Body  of  French 
Troops,  in  order  to  land  in  Ireland , 
both  Houfes  unanimoufly  refolved. 
That  they  would  Jland  by  and  ajjijl 
his  Mnjejly  with  their  Lives  and 
Fortunes,  in  fupporting  his  Alliances 
abroad,  in  reducing  of  Ireland,  and 
in  Defence  of  the  Protefant  Religion , 
and  Laws  of  the  Kingdom.  Which. 
Refolution  they  communicated  to 
his  Majefty  in  an  Addrefs,  to  which 
he  returned  fuch  an  affeftionate  and 
obliging  Anfwer,  as  gave  a  general 
Satisfaction. 

Not  long  after,  the  King,  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Commons,  and  be¬ 
ing  llrongly  folicited  to  it  by 
his  Allies,  declared  War  againit 
France,  who  had  already  begun 
it  againft  the  Emperor  and  the- 
Dutch,  exercifed  all  Manner  of 
Hoftilities  againft  the  Fnglijh,  and 
was  now  aftually  alibiing  the  late 
C  c  King 


3§6  WILLIAM 

King  James  in  his  Invafion  of 
Ireland. 

The  King  and  Queen  were  fo- 
lemnly  crowned  by  the  Bifhop  of 
London,  on  April  II,  1689;  before 
which  his  Majefty  had  conferred 
feveral  Titles  of  Honour:  Among 
the  reft,  Charles  Marquefs  of  Win- 
chefler  was  made  Duke  of  Bolton, 
William  Bent  inch,  Efq;  Earl  of  Port¬ 
land,  Ralph  Lord  Montagu  Earl  of 
Montagu,  and  John  Lord  Churchill 
Earl  of  Marlborough.  And  about 
the  fame  Time,  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet, 
who  came  over  with  his  Majefty 
when  Prince,  was,  upon  the  Death 
of  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  advanced  to  the 
Bilhoprick  of  Salijbury. 

The  Parliament,  at  the  King’s 
Defire,  had  paffed  an  Ad  for  taking 
away  the  Pax  called  Hearth-Money  ; 
which  received  the  Royal  Affent, 
on  April  24.  As  this  was  an  odi¬ 
ous  and  grievous  Tax,  the  Abolilh- 
ing  of  it  was  certainly  a  very  po¬ 
pular  Meafure,  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  new  Government. 

The  Court  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  found  Means  for  admitting 
the  Proteftant  Diffenters  to  a  Share 
in  Polls  under  the  Government ; 
but  this  did  not  pleafe  the  Majority 
of  the  two  Houfes.  However,  they 
readily  palled  an  Aft  for  exempting 
their  Majefiies  Protefant  Subjeds  dij- 
fenting from  the  Church  of  England, 
from  the  Penalties  of  certain  Laws  ; 
which  is  commonly  called  the  Ad  of 
P o'leration.  The  King  gave  his  Affent 
to  it  on  May  24 ;  and  to  this  A 61 
they  owe  the  juft  Liberty  they  enjoy 
at  this  Day. 

A  little  before,  the  Earl  of  Danby 
was  created  Marquefs  of  Carmar¬ 
then,  and  Marlhal  Schomberg  a 
Duke;  and  on  June  I,  Admiral 
Herbert  was  created  Earl  of  Porring- 
ton.  It  may  be  proper  alfo  to  take 
Notice  of  lome  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
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Promotions,  on  this  remarkable 
Turn  of  Affairs,  efpecia.ly  in  the 
Room  of  the  deprived  Bilhops.  Dr. 
Stilling  feet  was  this  Year  [1689] 
promoted  to  the  See  ol  Wtrcefter , 
Dr.  Patrick  to  the  See  of  Chichefer, 
and  Dr.  Ironfide  to  that  of  Briflol, 
Sir  Jonathan  Prelaw ney  having  been 
tranllated  to  Exeter.  And  after 
waiting  long  to  no  Purpofe,  for 
thofe  Bilhops  to  take  the  Oaths, 
who  dilliked  the  new  Settlement,  in 
the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1691, 
Dr.  Pillotfon  was  made  Archbifnop 
of  Canterbury,  in  the  Room  of 
Archbilhop  Sancroft ;  Dr.  Patrick 
was  tranllated  to  Ely,  in  the  Room 
of  Bilhop  Purner ;  Dr.  Kidder  was 
made  Bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in 
the  Ro;m  of  Bilhop  Ken ;  Dr.  Fowler 
Bilhop  of  Gloucefer,  in  the  Room 
of  Bilhop  Frampton ;  Dr.  Cumber¬ 
land  Bilhop  of  Peterborough,  in  the 
Room  of  Bilhop  White ;  and  Dr. 
Moore  Bilhop  of  Norwich,  in  the 
Room  of  Bilhop  Lloyd.  Thefe  de¬ 
prived  Bilhops  generally  behaved 
pretty  quietly,  at  leaft  to  Appear¬ 
ance  ;  but  it  was  not  fo  with  fome 
others  of  the  Clergy,  among  whom 
Dr.  Hickes,  who  was  deprived  of  the 
Deanery  of  Worcefler,  was  one  of 
the  molt  "violent.  We  mull:  not  for¬ 
get  Dr.  Sharp,  who  was  made  Arch¬ 
bilhop  of  York  upon  the  Death  of  Dr. 
Lamplugh ;  and  Dr.  Pennifon,  who 
was  advanced  to  the  See  ol  Lincoln , 
upon  the  Death  of  Bilhop  Barlow. 

To  return  to  the  Year  1689: 
On  July  24,  the  Princefs  Anne  of 
Denmark  was  delivered  of  a  Prince, 
named  William,  whom  his  Majefty 
created  Duke  of  Gloucefer.  The-= 
Lords  had  added  a  Claufe  to  the 
Bill  of  Rights  and  Succejfon,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Princefs  Sophia,  which 
the  Commons  rejefled,  and  feveral 
Conferences  paffed  between  the 
two  Houfes  upon  it,  but  to  no 
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’  Purpofe ;  and  the  Birth  of  the  a- 
'  bove-mentioned  Prince  made  it  the 
.  lefs  requilite  to  infill  upon  that 
-  Matter  for  the  prefent.  After  this, 

:  there  were  Debates  in  the  Houfe  cf 
Commons  about  fettling  a  Revenue 
on  the  Princefs  Anne.  The  Court 
feemed  inclined  to  have  it  left  to 
'  the  King’s  Difcretion,  but  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  was  for  a  fixed  Settlement,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  Court ;  which  was 
carried  in  the  Houfe.  And  this 
Affair  is  thought  by  fome  to  have 
been  one  Occafion  of  the  Difference 
between  the  Queen  and  the  Princefs 
her  Siller. 

The  King  paffed  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  SucceJJion,  on  December  1 6,  a- 
greeable  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights , 
when  their  Majefties  accepted  the 
Crown,  with  the  Addition  of  a  re- 
►  markable  Claufe,  for  excluding  Pa- 
'  pills,  and  Perfons  marrying  Papifts, 
for  ever,  from  inheriting  the  Crown 
of  England. 

The  Revolution  in  Scotland  quick- 
'  ly  followed  that  in  England.  The 
Convention  of  Ellates  in  that  King¬ 
dom  met  on  the  Day  appointed, 
March  14,  and  foon  voted,  That 
King  James ,  by  his  afluming  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  defpotick  Power,  and 
exercifing  it  to  the  Subverfion  of  the 
Protellant  Religion,  and  the  Laws 
and  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  had 
forfeited  the  Right  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Throne  was  become  •■vacant: 
And  an  Aft  was  prefently  paffed  for 
fettling  the  Crown  upon  the  King  and 
Queen  ^England ;  purfuant  to  which, 
their  Majefties  were  proclaimed 
King  and  Queen  of  Scotland,  on 
April  11,  the  Day  of  their  Corona¬ 
tion  in  England.  Then  the  Earl  of 
Argyle  and  other  Commiflioners  were 
fent  to  make  a  folemn  Tender  of 
the  Crown  to  their  Majefties,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Ellates  and  Kingdom 
of  Scotland-,  which  vyas  done,  on 
May  1 1,  their  Majefties  being  feated 
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On  a  Throne  under  a  rich  Canopy, 
in  the  Banqueting- Houfe.  It  mull 

be  obferved,  that  the  Bilhops  had 
pubhlhed  an  Abhorrence  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  Expedition,  and 
the  Epifcopal  Party  in  gener  who 
had  been  mere  Creatures  of  the 
Court,  and  violent  Oppofers  of  the 
Prefbyterian  Party,  adhered  firmly 
to  King  James.  But  immediately 
upon  the  Succefs  of  the  Prince’s 
Expedition,  and  his  Declaration  in 
favour  of  Scotland,  the  Prelbytejians 
had  begun  to  lift  up  their  Heads, 
and  to  infult  their  late  Perfecutors 
in  their  Turn.  And  now  the  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Ellates  was  turned  into 
a  Parliament,  and  Prelacy  once 
more  abolilhed,  as  contrary  to  the 
Inclinations  of  the  Generality  of 
the  People.  In  the  mean  Time, 
the  Duke  of  Gordon,  a  Papift,  ltill 
held  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh  for  the 
late  King ;  but  a  vigorous  Siege 
obliged  him  to  furrender  it,  on 
June  13,  upon  Condition  that  he 
and  the  Garrifon  Ihould  have  their 
Lives,  Liberties,  and  Fortunes  fe- 
cured.  And  the  Earl  of  Dundee 
being  llain  in  Battle,  and  the  Forces 
he  had  raifed  in  the  Highlands  dwind¬ 
ling  away  by  Degrees,  and  being  at 
length  entirely  fuppreffed,  their 
Majefties  remained  afterwards  in  the 
peaceable  Poffeffion  of  the  Crown 
of  Scotland.  Though  fome  Things 
occafioned  great  Uneafinefs,  of 
which  the  Enemies  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  failed  not  to  make  their  Ad¬ 
vantage  ;  particularly,  the  Slaugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Men  of  Glcnco ,  between 
30  and  40  in  Number,  as  it  is  faid, 
after  they  had  laid  down  their  Arms, 
in  February,  1692-3  ;  though  the 
Scotch  Parliament,  in  1695,  when 
an  Enquiry  was  made  into  that 
Affair,  refolved,  that  the  Perfons 
concerned  in  it  had  exceeded  his 
Majefty’s  Inllruftions  for  fuppref- 
fing  the  Highland  Rebels,  who  had 
C  c  2  not 
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not  accepted  the  Indemnity  that 
was  offered  by  the  Time  prefixed 
in  the  Proclamation.  But  the  Scots 
Eciji-lndia  Company,  erefted  in 
Ccnfequcnce  of  an  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  paffed  in  that  Kingdom  in 
1695,  and  their  new  Colony  at 
Darien ,  was  a  Matter  of  much 
greater  Confequence ;  for  it  being 
violently  oppoied  by  the  Englijb, 
Dutch ,  and  Spaniards ,  King  Wil¬ 
liam  thought  himfelf  under  a  Ne- 
ceffity  to  withdraw  his  Protection 
from  this  new  Settlement,  and  to 
order  his  Governors  in  America 
to  forbid  the  having  any  Com¬ 
merce  with,  or  giving  any  Af- 
fiftance  to  it ;  fo  that  the  Scots 
were  at  laft  forced  to  abandon  it, 
under  all  the  difcouraging  Cir- 
cumflances  imaginable  :  Which 
caufed  great  Difcon tents  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  gave  the  King  as  much 
Uneafinefs,  as  perhaps  any  one 
Thing  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  his 
Reign  :  And  if  the  Scots  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  not  been  in  the  Interefl 
of  the  Court,  it  might  have  been 
attended  with  much  worfe  Confe- 
quences. 

I  fhall  here  difmifs  the  Affairs  of 
Scotland,  and  take  one  fhoit  View 
of  what  paffed  in  Ireland .  Tyr- 
connel  had  fecured  the  moll  impor¬ 
tant  Places  of  that  Kingdom,  and 
ufed  fuch  Violence  againfl  the 
Proteftants,  that  they  were  forced 
to  retire  to  their  Brethren  in  the 
North  ;  who  feizing  on  Kilmore, 
Coleraine,  Innijkilling ,  and  Londosi- 
derry,  declared  for  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary.  The  late  King 
James,  as  has  been  already  hinted, 
jailed  from  Brefl  with  fome  French 
Troops,  and  landed  at  KinJ'ale  on 
March  12,  1688-9.  Having  taken 
Coleraine  and  Kilmore ,  after  a  flout 
RefiHance,  he  laid  Siege  to  Lon¬ 
donderry,  on  April  20  ;  from  whence, 
a  few  Days  after,  he  departed  to 


meet  his  Parliament  at  Dublin f 
where  he  pafTed  an  Aft  to  attaint 
between  two  and  3000  Protellant 
Lords,  Ladies,  Clergymen,  and 
Gentlemen  of  High-'l  eafon.  In 
the  mean  Time,  the  Siege  of  Lon¬ 
donderry  was  carried  on  with  the 
utmoil  Efforts,  and  the  Garrifon 
under  Mr.  George  Walker  a  Cleigy- 
man,  and  Major  Baker,  held  out 
with  the  moil  furprizing  Refolu- 
tion,  though  reduced  to  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  feeding  upon  Horfe- 
Flefh,  Dogs,  Cats,  Rats,  and  Mice, 
Tallow,  Starch,  dried  and  halted 
Hides,  and  all  Kinds  of  Offal  5 
till  Major-General  Kirk  arriving 
with  fome  Ships  laden  with  Provi- 
fions,  which,  after  a  long  Delay, 
he  at  lafl  found  Means,  with  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  to  convey  into  the  Town, 
the  Befiegers,  on  July  31,  thought 
fit  to  raife  the  Siege.  'J  he  Garri¬ 
fon  of  Inmjkilling,  at  the  fame  Time, 
did  Wonders  -,  particularly,  the 
Day  before  the  Siege  of  Derry 
was  raifed,  they  advanced  near 
20  Miles  to  meet  about  6000 
Irijh,  and  defeated  them,  killing 
and  drowning  near  3000,  though 
themfelves  were  not  above  2000, 
and  had  but  about  20  killed  and 
50  wounded.  In  Augujl,  Duke 
Schomberg  arrived  in  Ireland  with 
10,000  Men,  took  Carrickfergus 
in  four  Days,  and  performed  other 
Afts  of  Bravery  and  Conduft  ;  and 
would  have  made  a  much  greater 
Progrefs,  had  he  not  met  with 
Difappointment  from  Delays  in 
tranfporting  the  reft  of  the  Forces 
and  Train  of  Artillery  from  Eng¬ 
land,  which  were  owing  to  Neg¬ 
ligence,  or  fomething  worfe,  in 
the  Perfons  who  had  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  thofe  Affairs  at  home, 
or  the  Slownefs  in  railing  the  Sup¬ 
plies  ;  whilft  the  Army  in  Ireland 
was  every  Day  diminifhing  with 
Sicknefs,  which  fwept  off  many 
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brave  Officers  as  well  as  great  Num¬ 
bers  of  Soldiers.  King  William 
having  paffed  an  Aft  for  putting 
the  Adminijl ration  into  the  Hands  of 
the  EJueen,  'whenever  he  Jhould  be  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  in  June  1690,  landed 
with  a  gallant  Army  in  Ireland , 
and  on  July  1  fought  the  ever- 
memorable  Battle  of  the  Boyne, 
wherein,  though  he  had  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  lofe  the  brave  Duke 
Schomberg,  then  82  Years  old,  yet 
he  gained  a  compleat  ViClory  over 
the  French  and  Irijh  Army,  and 
obliged  King  James  to  retire  to 
Dublin,  and  to  make  all  the  Hake 
he  could  back  to  France.  King 
William,  the  following  Sunday,  en¬ 
tered  Dublin  in  Triumph,  and  went 
to  St.  Patrick' %  Church  to  return 
Thanks  to  God  for  his  Viftory : 
And  arriving  in  England,  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  September ,  he  fent  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough  to  carry  on  the  Re¬ 
duction  of  Ireland ;  who  took  Cork 
and  Kinfale  with  fuch  Expedition, 
that  he  was  again  at  Kenfngton,  on 
Ofiober  28.  The  next  Year,  1691, 
the  intrepid  Englijh  under  the  brave 
General  Ginkle,  and  other  valiant 
Commanders,  made  themfelves 
Makers  of  Baltimore,  with  incredi¬ 
ble  Bravery  paffed  the  Shannon  a- 
midlt  the  Fire  of  the  Enemy,  and 
took  Athlone,  and  fought  the  glo¬ 
rious  Battle  of  Aghrim  on  July  12, 
wherein  4000  Irijh  and  their  Ge¬ 
neral  St.  Ruth  were  llain  ;  which 
was  foon  followed  by  the  Surrender 
of  G  allow  ay,  and  laltly  that  of 
Limerick  in  October  (where  Tyrconnel 
died,  as  it  were  of  Grief,  on  Au- 
guft  14)  by  which  an  End  was  put 
to  the  Irijh  War,  and  all  Ireland  was 
reduced  to  the  Obedience  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary.  Gene¬ 
ral  Ginkle  for  his  good  Services  was 
rewarded  with  the  Title  of  Earl  of 
Athlone. 

In  England,  the  King  diffolved 
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the  Convention  Parliament,  on  Fe¬ 
bruary  6,  1689  90,  and  a  new  Par¬ 
liament  met  on  March  20.  The 
lirlt  Thing  they  went  upon  was  the 
Settling  a  Revenue  for  the  Civil— 
Lili,  when  Sir  Charles  Sedley  made 
a  bold  Speech  againll  exorbitant 
Penkons  and  Salaries.  And  it 
was  in  this  Seffion  that  the  Aft 
of  Oblivion,  before  mentioned,  was 
paffed.  On  April  17,  among  other 
Honours  conferred,  the  Lord  De- 
lamere  was  created  Earl  of  War¬ 
rington. 

When  King  William  was  in  Ire¬ 
land,  the  Jacobites  began  to  kir,  de- 
ligning  to  rife  when  the  French 
Fleet  arrived  on  the  Coaft.  But  by 
the  Vigilance  and  prudent  Conduft 
of  the  Queen,  their  Meafures  were 
difconcerted  ;  though  the  French 
Fleet  aftually  failed,  and  in  an  En¬ 
gagement,  on  June  30,  1690,  work¬ 
ed  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Fleet, 
which  occakoned  great  Conkerna- 
tion,  and  Fears  of  an  immediate 
Invafion  ;  on  which  Occafron  the 
City  of  London,  and  others  their 
Majelties  loyal  Subjefts,  (hewed  an 
extraordinary  Zeal  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Government.  And  the 
timely  Prevention  of  the  Jacobites 
Rifing,  by  fecuring  the  Leaders  of 
the  Party,  together  with  the  News 
of  the  King’s  Victory  at  the  Boyne, 
made  the  French  deli  It  from  their 
Projeft  for  the  prefent. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  French 
King  was  pulhing  his  Conqueils  in 
the  Netherlands  and  other  Parts, 
which  made  it  neceffary  for  King 
William  to  go  over  to  the  famous 
Congrefs  at  the  Hague,  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Year  1691,  in  order 
to  animate  the  Confederate  Princes 
and  States,  who  by  the  Slovvnefs  of 
their  Councils,  and  jarring  of  their 
particular  Interells,  had  given  too 
much  Advantage  to  the  common 
Enemy.  And  though  the  Emperor, 
C  c  3  Spain, 
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Spain,  and  the  German  Princes, 
upon  the  King’s  Remonftrances  on 
the  State  of  Affairs,  came  to  vigo¬ 
rous  Refolutions  in  Defence  of  the 
Liberties  of  Europe  againft  France ; 

■  yet,  after  all,  England  and  Holland 
were  in  a  Manner  forced  to  bear 
the  whole  Charge  and  Burden  of 
the  War.  The  French  were  fo  far 
beforehand  with  the  All  es,  that 
they  took  the  ftrong  City  of  Mens 
this  Year,  and  Namur  in  the  Year 
following  ;  after  which  was  fought 
the  Battle  of  Sleenkirk  (King 
William  commanding  the  Confe¬ 
derate  Army  himfelf,  as  he  did 
every  Year  during  the  War)  in 
which  though  the  French  remained 
Mailers  of  the  Field  of  Battle,  yet 
King  William  fo  bravely  difpeted 
the  Vi&ory,  that  they  had  lcarce 
any  thing  elfe  to  boall  of,  the 
Lofs  being  nearly  equal  on  both 
Sides. 

The  King  was  no  fooner  gone 
abroad  in  1691,  but  the  Jacobites 
refumed  their  favourite  Scheme, 
in  Concert  with  France ,  for  re- 
itcring  the  late  King  James.  But 
the  Vigilance  of  Queen  Mary  a'nd 
the  Government  again  dilconcerted 
the’r  Meafures.  Several  were  taken 
op,  and  Lord  Preftcn  and  Mr.  AJhtvn 
weie  both  tried  and  condemned ; 
the  latter  was  executed,  but  the 
former,  upon  his  discovering  the 
whole  Plot,  was  pardoned.  One 
Part  of  the  C'onfpiracy  was,  to  get 
King  William  affaffinated  abroad, 
which  being  happily  difeovered 
and  prevented,  one  Grandmal  a 
Frei.cbman ,  who  was  to  be  the  infa¬ 
mous  Adtor,  was  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial,  and  executed  as  a  Traitor, 
at  Fyndenho-vcn,  in  3092.  At  the 
fame  Time  that  this  horiid  Fad 
was  to  have  been  perpetrated, 
King  James  was  to  make  a  Dc- 
lcent  upon  England  from  La  Hogue, 
where  he  was  ready  with  an 
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Army  of  French,  Irijh,  Englijh  and 
Scots.  But  the  Englijh  Fleet  under 
Admiral  Rujfel,  Delaual  and  others, 
being  timely  joined  by  the  Dutch 
Fleet,  gave  the  French  under  Ad¬ 
miral  Tour-Mile  fuch  a  fignal  De¬ 
feat,  on  May  19,  1692,  and  the 
two  or  three  following  Days,  as 
rendered  quite  abortive  this  for¬ 
midable  p  ojeded  Invafion  :  The 
Royal  Sun  of  104  Guns,  command¬ 
ed  by  Tour-ville  himfelf,  the  Ad¬ 
mirable  of  102  Guns,  and  the  Con - 
querant  of  80,  were  burnt  in  this 
Engagement,  with  a  great  many 
Idler  Ships. 

The  Beginning  of  the  fame  Year, 
Catharine  Queen -Dowager,  Widow 
of  King  Charles  II.  left  Somerfet- 
Houfe,  and  retired  to  her  native 
Country,  Portugal.  On  September 
8,  was  a  confiderable  Shock  of  an 
Earthquake,  which  continued  for 
about  a  Minute,  and  was  felt  not 
only  in  England,  but  in  Flanders, 
where  King  Wild  am  then  was.  The 
fame  Year  alfo  died  the  Ron.  Robert 
Boyle,  Sc c.  a  molt  famous  Experi¬ 
mental  Pbilofopher,  and  Founder 
of  the  well  known  Ledure,  which 
bears  his  Name. 

The  Parliament  meeting  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  the  Year,  palled 
a  Bill  for  the  frequent  Calling  and 
Meeting  of  Parliaments,  commonly 
called  the  Triennial  Eill ;  but  the^ 
King,  bv  the  Advice  of  his  Minif- 
ters,  refufed  his  AlTent  :  As  he 
did  alfo,  the  next  Year,  to  a  Bill' 
touching  free  and  impartial  Pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Parliament,  being  in 
the  Nature  of  what  is  now  called 
a  Place-Bill ;  which  fo  difpleafed 
the  Commons,  that  they  refoh  ed, 7 
That  whoever  ad-vifed  the  King 
not  to  give  the  Royal  AJfent  to  that 
Act,  vas  an  Enemy  to  their  Ma- 
jejlies  and  the  Kingdom.  However, 
the  Parliament  infilling  upon  the 
Triennial  Bill,  he  thought  lit  to 
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pafs  it  in  1694;  which  gave  a  ge¬ 
neral  Satisfa&ion. 

In  1693,  by  the  good  Cond  lcl 
of  King  William,  the  French  King’s 
Defigns  upon  Brabant  were  en¬ 
tirely  fruftrated.  Some  Time  af¬ 
ter,  in  July,  was  fought  the  fa¬ 
mous  Battle  of  Landen,  between  the 
Allied  Amy  commanded  by  King 
William,  and  the  French  under  the 
Duke  of  Luxemburgh  :  And  though 
the  latter  were  much  fuperior  in 
Number,  the  former  fought  with 
fuch  obitinate  Bravery,  under  their 
prudent  and  valiant  Leader,  that 
for  fome  Time  they  had  mani- 
feftly  the  A  Ivantage ;  and  it  was 
only  the  Superiority  of  Numbers 
that  at  laft  wrefled  the  Victory  out 
of  their  Hands :  After  which,  the 
French  made  themfelves  Mailers  of 
Charleroy. 

Our  Lofs  likewife  at  Sea  was 
this  Year  very  confiderable,  which 
was  reckoned  to  be  owing  to  Mif- 
management  in  our  Admirals :  For 
the  whole  Brejl  Fleet,  on  June  16, 
fell  upon  Sir  George  Rooke’s  Squa¬ 
dron,  which  had  a  Fleet  of  near 
400  Merchant  Ships,  bound  for  the 
Streigh/s,  under  its  Convoy,  whillt 
it  was  feparated  from  the  main 
Fleet,  which  fhould  have  convoyed 
it  out  of  Danger,  and  took,  burnt 
or  funk  four  cf  the  greateft  Smyrna 
Ships,  three  Dutch  Men  of  War, 
and  one  Englijb,  and  near  80  other 
Merchant- Ships  :  Which  Mifcar- 
riage  occalioned  an  Inquiry  in  Par¬ 
liament,  but  nothing  came  of  it. 

On  November  24,  died  Dr.  San- 
croft,  the  deprived  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  who  leems  to  have  been 
a  quiet,  honeit  Man,  though  he 
fcrupled  taking  tire  Oaths. 

In  April ,  1694,  the  Earl  of 
Shrewjbury,  who  a  little  before 
was  made  Secretary  of  State  in 
the  Room  of  the  Earl  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  was  advanced  to  the  Title 
of  Duke  of  Shrcvcjbury  ;  and  the 
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Earl  of  Mnlgra-ve  was  created  Mar- 
quefs  of  Normanby.  Soon  after  the 
Marqueis  ot  Carmarthen  was  made 
Duke  of  Leeds,  the  Earl  of  Bedford 
Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  Earl 
of  Devonjhire  Duke  of  Devonjhire. 
And  Sydney  Lord  Godolphin  was 
named  Firlt  Commillioner  of  the 
Treafury. 

Our  Honour  at  Sea  was  in  great 
Meafure  retrieved  this  Year.  Qf 
a  Fleet  of  French  Merchant-Men, 
Captain  Pickard  burnt  or  funk  35 
out  of  55,  as  alfo  the  Man  of  War 
which  convoyed  them.  And  though 
our  Deiign  upon  Brejl  mifearried, 
yet  we  terribly  bombarded  Dieppe 
and  Havre-de-Grace,  and  continued 
to  alarm  the  whole  Coal!  of  France  ; 
whilil  our  grand  Fleet,  under  Ad¬ 
miral  Rujfel,  rode  triumphant  in  the 
Mediterranean,  blocked  up  the  French 
Fleet  in  Toulon,  and  by  that 
Means  put  a  Stop  to  the  conquer¬ 
ing  Arms  of  France  in  Catalonia. 
Though  there  was  no  Adlion  of  any 
Note  in  Flanders,  yet  upon  the 
whole  the  Allies  were  fuccefsful  in 
preventing  the  farther  Defigns  of 
France  there,  and  in  the  End  took 
the  Town  and  Caflle  of  Huy. 

The  King  returned  on  November 
9,  and  on  the  2zd  that  excellent 
Prelate,  Dr.  Tillotfon,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  died  in  the  65th 
Year  of  his  Age.  He  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  beloved  by  both  their 
Majellies,  who  nominated  Dr.  Ten- 
nijon,  Bilhop  of  Lincoln,  to  fucceed 
him. 

On  December  28,  Queen  Mary 
died  of  the  Small-Pox,  to  the  inex- 
preffible  Grief  of  the  King  and  the 
Nation.  Her  Death  was  condoled 
in  Addreffes  from  both  Houles  of 
Parliament,  and  by  the  Princefs 
Anne  her  Sifter,  in  a  molt  pa- 
thetick  Letter  to  the  King.  1  he 
Princefs  had  had  the  Misfortune 
to  fall  under  the  Queen’s  Diiplea- 
fure,  but  on  this  Occafion  a  R.e- 
C  c  4  conciliation 
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ciliation  at  Court  was  effefted. 
Queen  Mary,  though  perhaps  not 
quite  fo  perfect  as  her  Panegyrifts 
make  her,  was  certainly  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Woman,  if  we  confider  her 
undiffembled  Piety,  her  extenfive 
Charity,  and  all  thofe  other  amia¬ 
ble  Virtues  which  adorn  the  Sex. 
For  conjugal  Affeftion  and  Duty, 
fhe  was  a  rare  Example,  the  Will 
of  the  King  her  Hufband  being, 
as  it  were,  her  governing  Principle. 
Her  Regard  for  the  Proteilant  Re- 
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ligion,  and  the  Liberties  of  the 
Nation,  made  her  think  it  neceffa- 
ry,  and  confequently  lawful  and 
juilifiable,  to  fill  the  vacant  Throne 
of  her  Father.  She  was  King 
"James' s  eldelt  Daughter,  and  died 
in  the  33d  Year  of  her  Age,  hav¬ 
ing  reigned  near  fix  Years  jointly, 
with  the  King  her  Flufband.  On 
March  5,  fhe  was  moll  folemnly 
and  magnificently  interred  in  Henry 
VHth’s  Chapel. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1695,  the  Parliament  made  a  flrift 
Inquiry  into  feveral  Abufes  and 
Corruptions.  They  began  with 
the  Agents  of  Regiments,  and  'af¬ 
ter  feveral  were  examined,  Mr. 
Wary  Pauncefort  was  committed  to 
the  Tcnuer,  tor  refuling  to  anfwer 
to  the  Queiiions  demanded  by  the 
Houfe  ot  Commons  :  And  with 
regard  to  his  Brother,  Mr.  Edouard 
Pauncefort,  they  refolved,  That  for 
contriving  to  cheat  Colonel  Hafl- 
ings's  Regiment  of  500  Guineas, 
and  for  giving  a  Bribe  to  obtain 
the  King’s  Bounty,  he  be  taken 
into  Cuftody :  Alfo,  that  Mr.  Hen¬ 
ry  Guy,  a  Member  of  the  Houfe, 
for  taking  a  Bribe  of  200  Guineas, 
be  committed  Prifoner  to  the  fw- 
cr.  They  then  fell  upon  the  Con¬ 
tractors  for  cloaihing  the  Army, 
particularly  Mr.  James  Graggs, 
and  Mr.  Richard  Harnage ;  and  or¬ 
dered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought 
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in,  to  oblige  Mr.  Edouard  Paunce¬ 
fort  to  difeover  how  he  difpofed 
of  the  Monies  paid  into  his  Hand 
relating  to  the  Army,  and  for 
punilhing  him  in  cafe  he  fhould 
not  make  fuch  Difcovery  ;  and 
that  Mr.  'Tracy  Pauncefort,  Mr. 
Craggs,  and  Mr.  Harnage,  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Laid  Bill.  TheCommii- 
fioners  for  licenfmg  and  regulating 
Hackney-Coaches  andStage-Coaches 
next  came  under  Cenfure,  for  hav¬ 
ing,  by  receiving  Bribes,  and  other 
unaue  Means,  afted  corruptly  and 
arbitrarily  :  And  his  Majelty  was 
addrelfed  to  remove  three  of  them, 
who  were  accordingly  removed. 

But  the  Affair  of  the  Eaf -India 
Company,  and  of  the  Bill  for  fatis- 
fying  the  Debt  due  to  the  Orphans 
of  London,  made  the  greatell  Noife. 
For  forwarding  this  Bill,  feveral 
large  Sums  were  given  to  Members 
of  Parliament;  and  the  fame  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Eaf -India  Com¬ 
pany,  for  obtaining  a  NewGharter, 
and  an  Aft  of  Parliament  to  confirm 
it,  in  Oppofition  to  a  new  Company 
that  was  going  to  be  erefted.  A 
Committee  was  therefore  appointed 
to  infpeft  the  Books  of  the  faid  Com¬ 
pany,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  Cham¬ 
berlain  of  London  ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mons  refolved,  That  Sir  John  Tre¬ 
ason,  their  Speaker,  receiving  a  Gra¬ 
tuity  of  1000  Guineas  from  the  City 
of  London,  after  palling  of  the  Or¬ 
phan  s-Bill,  was  guilty  cf  a  high 
Crime  and  Mifdemeanor.  Upon 
this  he  thought  fit  to  abfent  him- 
felf,  and  the  Commons  chofe  Paul 
Foley,  Efq;  Speaker  in  his  Room, 
and  expelled  their  old  Speaker, 
who  was  aifo  Mafter  of  the  Rolls. 
Mr.  Hu.ngerford,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  the  faid  Bill,  for 
receiving  20  Guineas  on  the  fame 
Account,  was  alfo  expelled  the 
Houfe.  On  March  26,  the  Com¬ 
mons  ordered,  That  Sir  Thomas 
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Cook,  a  Member,  having  refufed 
to  give  an  Account  of  the  Money 
of  the  Eafi-India  Company  by  him 
diftributed,  be  committed  to  the 
Tower,  and  a  Bill  be  brought  in  to 
oblige  him  to  give  fuch  Account. 
But  this  was  dropt,  and  a  Bill 
paffed  to  indemnify  him  upon 
making  a  due  Difcovery.  Here¬ 
upon  he  delivered  in  Writing,  to  a 
Committee  of  both  Houfes,  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Difpofal  of  large 
Sums  to  different  Perfons.  But 
his  Difcovery  not  being  deemed 
fatisfa&ory,  a  Bill  palfed  both 
Houfes,  and  received  the  Royal 
Alfent,  for  imprifoning  Sir  Thomas 
Cook ,  Sir  Bajil  Firebra/s,  Charles 
Bates,  Efq;  and  James  Craggs,  and 
for  reftraining  them  from  alienating 
their  Eftates,  and  the  Commons 
drew  up  Articles  of  Impeachment 
againft  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Council,  for  contrafling 
and  agreeing  with  the  Merchants 
trading  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  or  their 
Agents,  for  5500  Guineas,  to  procure 
them  a  Charter  of  Confirmation,  ana 
a  Charter  of  Regulation,  or  by  his 
Agents  and  Ser  vants,  with  his  Privity 
andConfent.  But  Monf.  Robart,  his 
Grace’s  Servant,  who  received  the 
Money  of  Mr.  Bates,  going  off,  it 
never  came  to  a  Trial. 

In  this  Seffion  alfo,  the  bad  State 
of  the  Silver-Coin  was  firft  taken 
into  Confideration,  which  by  Clip¬ 
ping  and  Adulterating  had  been 
reduced  near  half  in  Value,  to  the 
great  Detriment  of  Trade,  and  Em- 
barrafment  of  the  Public  Revenue. 
The  Remedying  of  this  Grievance 
was  not  perfected  till  the  next  Par¬ 
liament,  when  all  the  Silver-Money 
was  ordered  to  be  called  in  and 
re-coined,  and  the  Lofs  to  be  borne 
by  the  Publick.  This  gave  Rife 
to  Exchequer-Bills,  or  Paper  Mo¬ 
ney,  which  were  no  fooner  fet  on 
foot,  but  the  fcandalous  Practice 
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of  falfe  Indorfement  began,  for 
which  Mr.  Charles  Duncomb  and  Mr. 
Knight  were  expelled  the  Houfe,  and 
committed  to  the  Towen,  and  Mr. 
Burton  to  Newgate.  Bills  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  brought  in  to  punifh 
them,  which  paffed  the  Commons, 
but  were  thrown  out  by  the  Lords, 
who  being  equally  divided  upon 
Duncomb’ s  Bill,  the  Duke  of  Leeds 
gave  the  calling  Vote  for  rejedling  it. 
He  was  Receiver- General  of  the  Ex- 
cife,  and  reckoned  worth  400,000/. 
and  it  was  thought  that  his  Money, 
more  than  his  Innocence,  brought 
him  off.  However,  of  this  there 
could  be  no  Proof. 

The  Year  1695  was  glorious  to 
King  William  and  the  Allies  by  the 
Reduction  of  Namur.  Marfhal  Bouf- 
fiers  having  thrown  himfelfinto  it 
with  a  flrong  Reinforcement,  the 
Garrifon  then  confided  of  near 
15,000  Men,  and  they  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  Provifions  for  feveral 
Months.  Yet  King  William  having 
laid  Siege  to  it,  the  Beginning  of 
July,  carried  it  on  with  fuch  Vigour 
and  good  Conduft,  even  in  the 
Sight  of  a  numerous  French  Army, 
under  Marfhal  Villeroy,  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  relieve  it,  that  the  T own 
furrendered  on  Augufi  6,  N.  S.  and 
the  Caflle  in  lefs  than  a  Month 
after. 

The  Englijh  Fleet,  under  Lord 
Berkeley,  fpread  Terror  this  Summer 
along  the  Coafts  of  France,  bom¬ 
barded  St.  Maloe,  and  fome  other 
Towns  :  And  in  Return,  Filleroy, 
by  the  French  King’s  Order,  bom¬ 
barded  Bruffels. 

His  Majeliy,  who  at  his  De¬ 
parture  had  appointed  Lords- 
Juftices  to  govern  the  Kingdom  in 
his  Abfence,  immediately  on  his 
Return,  by  Proclamation,  diffolvod 
his  fecond  Parliament,  and  a  new 
one  met  on  November  it,  in  which, 
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on  Jamtary  r2,  befides  the  Act  for 
remedying  the  ill  State  of  the  Coin , 
the  King  gave  his  Aflent  to  one,  for 
regulating  Trials  in  Cafes  of  Treafon , 
and  Mi fpr  if  on  of’Treafon  ;  of  great 
Benefit  to  the  Liberties  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject:  Whereby,  among  otherThings, 
the  Perfon  accufed  was  to  have  a 
Copy  of  his  Indictment,  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  Counfel,  and  not  to  be  con- 
sifted  but  by  two  WitneiTes. 

A  doable  Plot  was  about  this 
Time  diicovered,  to  affaffinate  the 
King,  and  invade  the  Kingdom. 
Many  of  the  late  King  James’s 
Emiffaries  came  over  from  France , 
and  held  Confultations  with  Papifts 
and  Jacobites  here,  how  to  murder 
King  William  ;  and  after  feveral 
Debates  on  the  Time,  Place,  and 
Manner,  of  putting  their  horrid 
Defign  in  Execution,  they  at  laid 
agreed  to  affaffinate  his  Majefty  in 
his  Coach,  on  fome  Day  in  Febru¬ 
ary  ,  1695-6,  in  a  Lane  between 

Brentford  and  ' Turnham-Green ,  as 
he  returned  from  Hunting.  But 
happily  the  whole  Plot  was  dif- 
covered,  by  Mr.  Pendergrafs,  the 
very  Night  before  it  was  to  be'ex- 
ecuted,  which  was  confirmed  by 
Mr.  de  la  Rue,  another  of  the 
Plotters,  and  afterwards  by  Captain 
Porter,  and  others  of  them,  who 
came  in  upon  the  Proclamation 
for  apprehending  the  Confpira- 
jors.  At  the  fame  Time  there 
was  to  be  an  Jnvafnn  from  France, 
for  which  Purpofe  King  James 
was  come  to  Calais,  and  the 
Troops,  Artillery,  and  Stores,  were 
immediately  ordered  to  be  em¬ 
barked  ;  but  by  the  News  of  the 
Affaffination  Plot  having  mifear- 
ried,  and  the  fpeedy  fending  of  a 
formidable  Fleet  under  Admiral 
Rujfel,  this  other  Part  of  the  De¬ 
fign  was  fruflrated  ;  and  Calais  was 
not  long  after  bombarded  by  the 
Riigltf.  The  King,  on  February 
21,  acquainted  the  Parliament  with 
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the  Difcovery  of  the  Plot  ;  upon 
which  both  Houfes  addreffed  his 
Majefty  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
happy  Prefervat  on  :  And  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  d.ew  up  and  fubferibed 
an  Affociation,  to  ftand  by  one 
another  in  the  Defence  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  facred  Perfon  and  Govern¬ 
ment,  againfl  the  late  King  James 
and  all  his  Adherents.  The  Lords 
alfo  agreed  to  the  fame  Affocia- 
tion,  and  the  Example  of  the  two 
Houfes  was  followed  by  all  the 
Corporations  in  the  Kingdom.  Some 
of  the  Confpirators  fled  in  Time 
beyond  Sea  ;  and  of  thofe  who 
were  apprehended,  Charnock,  King, 
and  Keys,  were  executed  on  March 
18;  Sir  John  Friend,  and  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Perkins,  on  April  3,  follow¬ 
ing,  1696  ;  and  Brigadier  Rook- 
wood,  Major  Lowick,  and  Mr. 
Cranbourn ,  on  the  29th.  One  of 
the  Confpirators  was  baniffied,  and 
fome  were  imprifoned  by  Aft  of 
Parliament.  Sir  John  Fenwick  was 
apprehended  feme  Time  after, 
particularly  for  that  Part  of  the 
Plot  relating  to  the  Invaficn.  His 
Cafe  was  fomewhat  remarkable  : 
For  having  fpirited  away  one  of 
the  two  Witneffes  againfl:  him, 
and  endeavoured  to  do  the  fame 
by  Captain  Porter,  the  otier  Wit- 
nefs,  who  had  a  Penflon  from  King 
William,  he  was  beheaded  on  an 
Aft  of  Attainder,  January  28, 
1696-7.  The  Bill  againft  him  was 
carried  by  no  very  confiderable 
Majority  in  either  Houfe;  a  great 
many,  both  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  being  averfe  to  fuch 
extraordinary  Ways  of  Proceed¬ 
ing. 

Before  his  Majefty  went  abroad 
in  1696,  he  appointed  the  great 
Officers  of  State  for  the  Time  be¬ 
ing,  with  other  Lords  and  Gentle¬ 
men,  among  whom  the  great  Mr. 
Locke,  fo  well  known  to  the  learn¬ 
ed  World,  was  one,  to  be  Com- 
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miflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantati¬ 
ons.  This  was  the  firft  Commifli- 
on  of  the  Kind,  and  is  Hill  kept  on 
Foot. 

The  Campaign  paffed  in  Flanders 
this  Year  without  any  Aftion.  Both 
Armies  fuffered  equally  for  want  of 
Pay,  and  fpent  the  Time  in  obferv- 
ing  each  other,  and  endeavouring  to 
polfefs  themfelves  of  the  molt  con¬ 
venient  Places  for  their  Subiiftence. 
And  indeed  France,  as  well  as  Eng¬ 
land  and  Holland,  began  to  be  weary 
of  the  War,  and  to  entertain  feri- 
ous  Thoughts  of  Peace  :  For  which 
dome  Overtures  were  already  made 
on  the  Part  of  the  French  King.  In 
the  mean  Time,  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
was  drawn  in  to  make  a  feparate 
Peace  with  France. 

The  Beginning  of  the  Year  1697, 
Sir  John  Sommers,  who  had  been  for 
fome  Time  Lord-Keeper,  was  made 
Lord-Chancellor,  as  alfo  Lord  Som¬ 
mers  Baron  oi  Evejham  ;  and  Edward 
Ruffel,  Efq;  the  famous  Admiral, 
was  created  Earl  of  Orford. 

The  French,  to  bring  down  the 
Demands  of  Spain,  befieged  and 
took  Aeth  in  Flanders  this  Year,  as 
alfo  the  City  of  Barcelona  in  Spain  ; 
the  K:ng  of  England  and  the  States- 
General,  who  had  in  a  Manner 
borne  the  whole  Burden  of  the  War, 
feeming  to  connive  at  thefe  Con- 
quefts  to  bring  Spain  the  more  rea¬ 
dily  to  accept  the  Offers  of  France , 
efpecially  as  they  knew  thefe  Places 
muft  be  reftored  by  the  Peace  :  The 
Treaty  for  which  went  on  but  flow- 
ly,  at  Ryfwick,  a  Place  belonging 
to  King  William,  between  the  Hague 
and  Delft  ;  but  at  lalt,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Addrefs,  and  the  Mediation 
of  the  King  of  Sweden,  it  was  hap¬ 
pily  concluded  and  figned  there  by 
the  Englijh,  Spani/h ,  and  Dutch  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries,  with  thofe  of  France, 
on  September  1  o,  and  by  the  Minif- 
ters  of  the  Emperor,  who  flood  out 
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for  fome  Time,  on  Oftober  20,  with 
as  much  Advantage  to  the  Allies  as 
could  reafonably  be  expefted.  It' 
was  about  this  Time,  that  the  Czar 
of  Mufcovy,  who  had  a  Mind  to  vifit 
foreign  Countries  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  his  own  Dominions,  had  an 
Interview  with  King  William  in  Hol¬ 
land,  and  afterwards  followed  him 
into  England. 

When  the  Parliament  met,  De¬ 
cember  3,  the  King  told  them  in  his 
Speech,  that,  confidering  the  Cir- 
cumltances  of  Affairs  abroad,  it  was 
his  Opinion,  that  England  could 
not  be  fafe  without  a  Land-Force  : 
Which  Claufe  the  Commons  did 
not  like,  as  if  it  were  defigned  to  re¬ 
commend  a  Standing  Army  in 
Time  of  Peace.  And  fo  after  long 
Debates  they  refolved,  That  all  the 
Land-Forces,  raifed  fince  September 
29,  1680,  Ihould  be  paid  and  dif- 
banded.  Yet,  to  lhew  their  Affec¬ 
tion  to  his  Majelty,  they  refolved, 
on  December  20,  That  700,000/.  per 
Annum  be  granted  to  him  for  the 
Support  of  the  Civil-Lift.  And 
about  three  Weeks  after,  the  Royal 
Affent  was  given  to  an  Aft  againfi 
correfponding  with  the  late  King 
James,  or  his  Adherents. 

The  Parliament  continued  fitting 
till  >£5,  1698,  and  then  was  pro¬ 
rogued,  and  two  Days  after  diffolv- 
ed.  In  this  Seffion  the  new  Eajl- 
India  Company  was  eftablilhed,  the 
Merchants  having  agreed  to  advance 
2,000,000/.  to  the  Government,  at 
8  per  Cent.  The  old  Company  of¬ 
fered  to  raife  700,000/.  at  4  per  Cent . 
but  this  was  rejected  ;  though  they 
were  afterwards  continued  a  Corpo¬ 
ration,  and  the  two  Companies 
united. 

On  July  20,  the  King  went  over 
to  Holland,  and  about  a  Month  after 
the  Treaty  of  Partition  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  England,  France  and 
the  States,  concerning  the  Succeliion 
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Of  the  Spanijh  Dominion?,  in  cafe 
the  King  of  Spain,  who  was  now 
old  and  in  a  very  bad  State  of  Health, 
ihould  die  without  Iffue.  By  this 
Treaty,  fo  much  to  the  Prejudice  of 
King  William’s  Reputation,  the 
Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  a 
great  many  other  Places,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  on  the  French  Side 
of  the  Pyrenees,  were  to  be  given  to 
the  Dauphin  of  France  ;  Spain,  the 
Indies  and  Low-Countries,  to  the 
Electoral  Prince  of  Bavaria  ;  and 
the  Duchy  of  Milan,  to  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  the  Emperor’s  lecond 
Son.  The  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1700,  a  fecond  Treaty  was  con¬ 
cluded,  on  Occafion  of  the  Death 
of  the  Electoral  Prince  of  Bava¬ 
ria,  whofe  Share  was  now  af- 
figned  to  the  Archduke  Charles  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  whofe  Country 
was  tobegiven  to  France,  was  to  have 
the  Duchy  of  Milan.  King  William's 
Defign  in  this  Treaty  was,  doubt- 
lefs,  to  prevent  a  War  ;  but  he  was 
only  amufed  by  the  French  King, 
who,  though  he  propofed  it,  had  at 
the  fame  Time,  another  Defign  in 
View,  and  made  ufe  of  this  Treaty 
to  bring  it  about  :  For  the  Spaniards 
being  enraged  at  having  their  Mo¬ 
narchy  th us  difmembrred  without 
their  Confent,  Lewis  XIV.  by  his 
Intrigues  at  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
under  pretence  of  preferving  the  Spa- 
nijb  Monarchy  entire,  brought  the 
King  of  Spain  to  fign  a  Will,  mak¬ 
ing  Philip  Duke  of  Anjou,  Lewis's 
Grandfon,  his  univerfal  Heir. 

To  return  to  the  Year  1608.  On 
December  6,  the  new  Pai  iiament  met, 
in  which,  though  the  King  expreffed 
his  Dcfire  of  having  a  good  Body 
of  Land-Forces  kept  up,  yet  the 
Commons  refolved,  That  all  the 
Land-F'orces,  exceeding  7000  for 
Fngland,  and  12,000  for  Ireland 
(ail  his  Majelty’s  natural  born  Sub¬ 
jects)  fnould  be  forthwith  paid  and 


difbanded.  This  made  the  King 
very  uneafy,  but  when  he  faw  the 
Parliament  in  earned,  he  complied 
with  a  good  Grace.  He  would  fain 
have  kept  his  Dutch  Guards  that 
came  over  with  him  at  firft  ;  but  not 
being  able  to  move  the  Parliament, 
he  with  much  Complailance  fubmit- 
ted,  and  fent  them  away  :  Which 
gave  great  Satisfaction  to  his  Peo¬ 
ple. 

In  June,  1699,  the  King  went 
over  to  Holland,  and  returned  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  The  Parliament  met  on  No¬ 
vember  16,  and  in  this  Seffion  were 
great  Debates  about  the  Irijh  for¬ 
feited  Eliates,  refuming  the  Grants 
which  the  King  had  made  of  feve- 
ral  of  them  to  his  Minifters  and  Fa¬ 
vourites,  and  applying  all  to  the 
Ufe  of  the  Publick.  The  Com¬ 
mons,  in  April  1700,  to  carry  their 
Point,  tacked  the  Bill  of  Refumption 
to  the  Land-Tax  Bill ;  which  occa- 
fioned  great  Heats  between  the  two 
Houfes,  the  Lords  making  Amend¬ 
ments,  which  the  Commons  would 
not  agree  to  ;  when  the  King  fear¬ 
ing  the  Confequences,  fent  a  private 
Melfage  to  the  Lords  to  pafs  the 
Bill  without  any  Amendments,  and 
on  April  1 1  prorogued  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  :  Immediately  after  which,  he 
took  the  Great- Seal  from  Lord  Som¬ 
mers,  and  gave  it  to  Sir  Nathan 
Wright,  with  the  Title  of  Lord- 
Keeper. 

The  King  went  over  again  to  Hol¬ 
land  in  July,  this  Year  ;  and  on  the 
29th,  died  that  hopeful  young 
Prince  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler,  Son 
to  their  Royal  Highneffes  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Denmark,  being  a- 
bout  10  Years  old.  The  King  was 
very  fond  of  him,  and  had  appoint¬ 
ed  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  his  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  the  Bilhop  of  Salifbury 
his  Preceptor. 

The  King  of  Spain  dying  towards 
the  End  of  this  Year,  the  Duke  of 
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Anjov.  was  declared  King  of  Spain  by 
the  French  King  his  Grandlather. 
And  the  French ,  at  ihe  fame  Time, 
over-running  the  Spanijh  Netherlands , 
both  King  William  and  the  States 
were  ob'igei  to  own  the  Duke  of 
Anjou  %  Title,  in  order  to  gain  Time, 
till  they  were  in  a  Condition  to  op- 
po  e  the  Defigns  o!  France. 

His  Majefty,  foon  after  his  Re¬ 
turn,  diflolved  the  Parliament,  and 
at  the  lame  Time,  to  pleafe  thofe 
now  diftinguilhed  by  the  Name  ot 
the  Church-Party,  made  fome  Alte¬ 
rations  in  his  Miniftry  ;  having  firft: 
called  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
Charles  Montague,  Efq;  (who  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequ.r  when 
the  great  Affair  of  the  Coin  was 
regulated,  chiefly  by  his  Skill  and 
Addrefs)  by  the  Title  of  Lord  Ha¬ 
lifax. 

The  new  Parliament  meeting  in 
February,  1700-1,  the  Commons 
chofe  Robert  Harley,  Efq;  their 
Speaker.  The  King  in  his  Speech, 
on  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cejler,  having  recommended  to  them 
a  farther  Provifion  for  the  Succeflion 
in  the  Proteftant  Line,  after  him 
and  the  Princels,  both  Houfes  came 
into  it ;  and  on  “June  1 2,  1701,  his 
Majefly  pafled  the  famous  Ad  for 
the  further  Limitation  of  the  Cro’wn, 
and  better fecuring  the  Rights  and  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  Subjehls  ;  whereby  the 
Crown  was  farther  limited  to  the 
Prince  fa  Sophia  Eledorefs-Dowager 
of  Hanover,  and  her  Proteflant 
Heirs.  She  was  Grandaughter  of 
King  fames  I.  by  his  Daughter  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia,  and 
Grandmother  to  his  late  Majefty 
King  George  II. 

Both  Houfes  had  cenfured  the 
Partition  Tieaty,  and  the  Commons 
went  fo  far  as  to  impeach  of  high 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors  the  Earl 
of  Portland,  the  chief  Manager  of 
that  Treaty,  and  the  Enrl  of  Orford, 
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and  the  Lords  Sommers  and  Halifax , 
as  the  Advifers  of  it.  The  Peers, 
where  the  Court-Party  prevailed, 
were  for  favouring  the  four  Lords  ; 
and  after  long  Debates,  Meflages 
and  Conferences,  about  the  Time 
and  Manner  of  their  Trial,  which 
occafioned  a  great  Breach  between 
the  two  Houles,  the  Lords  of  them- 
felves  appointed  a  Day  for  the  Trial 
of  Lords  Sommers  and  Orford,  againlt 
whom  Articles  had  been  exhibited, 
and  the  Commons  not  appearing, 
acquitted  them  ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time,  fune  24,  difmifled  the  Im¬ 
peachments  againft  the  Lords  Port¬ 
land  and  Halifax,  and  the  old  one 
againft  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  The 
fame  Day,  the  King,  to  put  an  End 
to  thefe  Diflentions,  prorogued  the 
Parliament. 

His  Majefty  went  again  to  Hol¬ 
land  in  July,  where  he  made  a  Speech 
in  the  Afl’embly  of  the  States,  on  the 
Pofture  of  Affairs  in  Europe ,  which 
had  a  good  Effeft.  The  Englijh 
Nation  was  now  divided  into  Par¬ 
ties,  for  and  againft  a  War,  the  old 
and  new  Miniftry,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  (which  had  occafioned 
the  famous  Kentijh  Petition,  and 
Legion  Letter,  in  which  laft  the 
Commons  were  treated  with  great 
Scurrility,  and  even  Menaces.)  But 
the  Death  of  the  late  King  fames , 
on  September  5,  at  St.  Germain' s, 
and  the  French  King’s  declaring 
thereupon  the  pretended  Prince  of 
Wales  King  of  thefe  Realms,  gave  a 
new  Turn  to  People’s  Minds,  and 
made  them  all  unite  in  a  firm  Adhe¬ 
rence  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  utmolt 
Abhorrence  of  this  Indignity  put  up¬ 
on  him  and  the  Nation  by  the  French 
King. 

His  Majeftv  returned  about  the 
End  of  October,  and  having  diflblv- 
ed  the  Parliament,  called  another  to 
meet  on  December  30.  The  Com¬ 
mons  again  cholc  Mr.  Harley  their 
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Speaker,  and  the  King  made  a  moft 
excellent  Speech  to  both  Houfes  on 
the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,  the 
late  infolent  Step  of  the  French  King, 
the  Dangers  that  threatened  Europe , 
by  his  placing  his  Grandfon  on  the 
Throne  of  Spain,  and  the  Alliances 
he  had  made  for  obviating  thofe 
Dangers ;  to  which  both  Houfes  re¬ 
turned  the  moft  fatisfadlory  Ad- 
dreffes.  And  foon  after  the  Com¬ 
mons  addreffed  his  Majefty,  that  it 
might  be  an  Article  in  the  feveral 
Treaties  of  Alliance,  That  no  Peace 
Jbould  be  made  with  France,  till  his 
Majefty  and  the  Nation  have  Repara¬ 
tion  for  the  Indignity  offered  by  the 
French  King  in  declaring  the  pretend¬ 
ed  Prince  of  Wales  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.  They  then 
voted  40,000  Land-Forces,  and  as 
many  for  the  Sea-Service. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  vigorous 
Refolutions,  the  King,  who  had 
been  declining  in  his  Health  for 
fomeTime,on February  21,  1701-2, 


fell  from  his  Horfe,  as  he  was  hunt¬ 
ing,  and  broke  his  right  Collar- 
Bone  ;  which,  joined  with  his  for¬ 
mer  Indifpofition,  held  him  in  a 
languilhing  State  till  the  8th  of 
March,  when,  with  great  Compof- 
ednefs  and  Refignation,  he  expired. 
During  his  Illnefs,  the  Royal  Af- 
fent  was  given  by  Commiffion  to  an 
A  cl for  attainting  the  pretended  Prince 
of  Wales  of  High-Treafon ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  for  the  further  Security  of  his 
Majefty' s  P  erf  on,  and  the  SucceJJion 
of  the  Crown  in  the  P  rot  eft  ant 
Line,  See. 

Thus  died  the  heroick  King 
William  III.  in  the  5  2d  Year  of 
his  Age,  having  reigned  13  Years 
three  Weeks  and  two  Days  :  A 
Prince,  perhaps,  of  as  few  Faults, 
and  as  many  excellent  Qualities,  as 
any  of  his  Predeceffors ;  and,  with¬ 
out  Doubt,  an  illuftrious  Inftrument, 
in  the  Hand  of  Providence,  for  refeu- 
ing  thefe  Nations  from  Popery  and 
arbitrary  Power. 
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ri^  H  E  Princefs  Anne  of  Den¬ 
mark,  fecond  Daughter  of 

JL  James  II.  fucceeding  to 
the  Crown  by  Virtue  of  the  Aft  of 
Settlement  made  in  King  William’s 
Reign,  was  accordingly  proclaimed 
Queen  on  March  8,  1701-2,  a  few 
Hours  after  the  faid  King’s  Death, 
having  firft,  in  her  Speech  to  the 
Privy-Council,  declared  her  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Importance  of  carrying 
on  the  Preparations  that  had  been 
begun  for  oppofing  the  great  Power 
of  France. 

The  Parliament,  which  ufed  to 
be  diffolved  on  the  Death  of  the 
Sovereign,  continuing  to  exift  by 
an  Aft  pafled  in  the  late  Reign, 
both  Houfes  immediately  alfem- 
bled,  and  the  Lords  on  the  9th,  and 
Commons  on  the  10th,  prefented 
their  Addrefles  of  Condolence  for 
the  Death  of  the  King,  and  Con¬ 
gratulation  for  her  Majefty’s  happy 
Acceffion. 

The  next  Day  the  Queen  made 
a  Speech  to  both  Houles,  telling 
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them,  Ihe  could  not  too  much  la¬ 
ment  her  Unhappinefs  in  fucceed¬ 
ing  to  the  Crown  immediately  after 
the  Lofs  of  a  King,  who  was  the 
great  Support  not  only  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  but  of  all  Europe ,  be¬ 
ing  fenlible  of  the  Weight  and  Dif¬ 
ficulty  it  brought  upon  her :  And 
lhe  was  glad  to  find  them  of  her 
Mind,  that  too  much  could  not  be 
done  for  the  Encouragement  of  hef 
Allies  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  Pow¬ 
er  of  France. 

A  few  Days  after,  her  Majefty  de¬ 
clared  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  Cap¬ 
tain-General  of  all  her  Forces  ; 
wrote  a  Letter  to  the  States-Gencral, 
to  allure  them  of  her  inviolable 
Friendlhip,  and  her  Refolution  to 
maintain  the  Alliances  made  with 
them,  and  to  profecute  the  Plan 
her  PredecelTor  had  begun  ;  and 
fent  the  faid  Earl  her  Ambaffador 
extraordinary,  the  more  effeftually 
to  allure  them  of  it,  and  to  concert 
Meafures  with  them. 
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The  Commons  having  voted  her 
Majefty  the  fame  Revenue  for  Life, 
which  King  William  had  enjoyed, 
Ihe  came  to  the  Parliament  on 
March  30,  1702,  thanked  them  for 
it,  and  generoufly  told  them,  fhe 
would  give  100,000/.  of  it  for 
the  publick  Service  of  the  prefent 
Year. 

On  April  iz,  the  Corpfe  of  the 
late  King  was  interred  in  the  fame 
Vault  with  King  Charles  II.  and 
the  late  Queen  Mary.  On  the  23d 
her  Majefty  was  crowned  :  And 
about  the  fame  Time,  an  Order 
of  Council  was  made,  directing 
the  Princefs  Sophia  to  be  publickly 
prayed  for. 

The  Miniftry  at  this  Tim$  was 
made  up  of  both  Parties,  Tories  or 
High-Church ,  and  Whigs  or  thofe 
of  a  moderate  Spirit,  who  were 
the  trueft  Friends  to  King  William. 
He  had  admitted  the  former  in 
order  to  gain  them  ;  and  though 
he  made  a  few  Removes  at  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  his  laft  Parliament,  yet 
fome  of  the  Tories  were  kept  in  ftill ; 
and  Queen  Anne,  who  always  lean¬ 
ed  to  the  High-Party,  had  increaf- 
ed  their  Number.  And  now,  when 
it  was  debated  in  Council,  whether 
England  lhould  enter  into  the  War 
as  Principals,  or  only  as  Auxilia¬ 
ries,  the  T iries,  with  the  Earl  of 
Roche/ler,  the  Queen’s  Uncle  by  the 
Mothers’s  Side,  at  their  Head,  were 
for  the  latter  ;  and  the  Whigs,  the 
chief  of  whom  were  the  Dukes  of 
Somerfet  and  Devonjhire,  were  for 
the  former ;  and  the  Earls  of  Marl¬ 
borough  and  Pembroke,  joining  with 
them,  brought  the  Majority  of  the 
Council  to  their  Opinion  :  And  fo, 
on  May  4,  War  was  declared  againft 
Erance  and  Spain.  The  Defign  was 
to  reftore  the  Balance  of  Europe , 
by  taking  the  Spanijh  Dominions 
out  of  the  Hands  of  the  French 
King,  which  he  had  feized  for  his 
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Grandfon,  and  placing  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  the  Emperor  Leopold’s 
fecond  Son,  on  the  Throne  of  Spain, 
whom  the  Allies  now  acknowledge 
as  King,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Duke 
of  Anjou.  And  this  was  the  Scope 
of  the  Grand  Alliance,  which  King 
William  had  been  forming  with  the 
Emperor  and  the  States-General, 
to  which  acceded  the  Kings  of  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Prujfia,  the  Duke  of  Sa¬ 
voy,  and  feveral  other  Powers. 

Two  Days  after  the  War  was  de¬ 
clared,  the  Lord  Godolphin  was  con- 
ftituted  Lord  High-Treafurer  :  And 
about  the  fame  Time  her  Majefty 
appointed  Prince  George  of  Denmark , 
her  Royal  Confort,  Lord  High-Ad¬ 
miral,  and  Sir  George  Rooke  Vice- 
Admiral  of  England. 

The  Parliament  of  Scotland  met 
on  June  9,  being  the  very  Conven¬ 
tion-Parliament  which  had  been 
continued  through  all  King  Wil¬ 
liam’s  Reign.  Duke  Hamilton  and 
others  protefted  againft  its  being  at 
this  Time  a  legal  Parliament ;  but 
they  continued  to  lit  notwithftand- 
ing,  and  the  Queen  adhered  to  them 
in  Oppofition  to  Duke  Hamilton 
and  his  Party. 

On  July  2,  the  Parliament  of 
England  was  diffclved,  which  of 
Courfe  would  have  expired,  by  the 
Aft,  fix  Months  after  the  King’s 
Death. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  a 
War,  the  molt  glorious  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  her  Allies,  if  we  con- 
fider  their  almoft  uninterrupted 
Succeffes  for  the  feveral  Years  it 
lafted,  that  ever  was  known.  The 
Confederates  began  with  the  Siege 
of  Keyferjwaert,  a  ftrong  Town  on 
the  Rhine,  which  the  Eleftor  of 
Cologne  had  put  into  the  Hands 
of  the  French ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  all  their  Efforts  to  keep  it, 
the  Allies  carried  it,  and  the  Place 
furrendered  to  them  about  the  BeT 
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ginning  of  June,  the  French  Garri- 
lon  marching,  out  two  Days  after. 

In  the  mean  T  ime,  the  French 
prevailed  in  the  Low-Countries  : 
But  the  States  General  having 
given  the  Command  of  their  For¬ 
ces  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  he 
afiembjed  the  Confederate  Troops 
the  Beginning  of  July,  and  marched 
after  trie  Enemy,  who  every  where 
retired  before  him,  till  at  lak  they 
entirely  abandoned  the  Spanijh 
Guelderland.  He  could  not  bring 
them  to  an  Engagement,  but  took 
Vcnlo,  September  25,  B.uremond,  Oc¬ 
tober  6,  and  Steajenfiivaert ,  about  the 
lame  Time;  and  Liege  furrendered 
to  the  Allies  about  the  End  of  that 
M.onth. 

Sir  George  Reck,  with  the  com¬ 
bined  EngliJL  and  Dutch  Fleet, 
and  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  wlA 
commanded  the  Land  Forces,  made 
an  Attempt  upon  Cadiz.,  in  Au- 
gujl,  which  unluckily  mifearried  ; 
but  this  was  in  fome  Meafure  com- 
penfated  by  the  brave  Action  at 
Figo,  in  Odobcr  ;  where,  whilk  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  made  himfelf 
Maker  of  the  Forts  and  Batteries, 
Admiral  Hopfon ,  with  a  Detachment 
of  the  fleet  broke  through  a  very 
ftrong  Boom,  and  burnt,  funk,  cr 
took  the  Spanijh  Galleons,  with 
the  French  Men  of  War  that  con¬ 
voyed  them,  in  all,  to  the  Number 
ct  about  38  Sail. 

In  the  I'FeJ -Indies ,  the  brave 
Admiral  Bembow,  engaging  with 
Du  Cafe’s  Squadron,  was  in  a  lair 
Way  of  deftroying  it,  if  he  had 
not  been  -  bafely  deferted  by  fome 
cf  his  Captains.  He  had  his  Leg 
broke  to  Pieces  by  a  Chain  Shot, 
and  yet  continued  to  encourage  his 
Men,  and  died  of  his  Wounds 
fome  Time  after.  Two  of  his 
Captains,  Kirby  and  Wade,  being 
tied  and  condemned  at  Jamaica , 
for  Cowardice  and  Breach  of  Or¬ 
ders,  were  defervedly  Biot  on  their 
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Return  to  Plymouth,  without  being 
fuffered  to  fet  Foot  on  Shore. 

At  home',  the  new  Parliament 
met  on  October  20,  far  which  ti  e 
Elections  had  generally  gone  in 
favour  of  thofe  called  the  Kory  or 
High-Chu'-'b  Party.  The  Com¬ 
mons  laboured  hard  for  a  Bill 
to  prevent  Occ  ■  ional  Conformity \ 
which  was  defigned  to  exclude  all 
Diilenters  from  dices  of  Profit  or 
Truk,  far  which  fame  of  them 
would  qualify  themfelves  by  receiv¬ 
ing,  the  Sacrament  once  at  Church* 
The  Bill  naked  the  Commons,  but 
the  Lords  made  fuen  Amenament3 
to  it,  that  it  was  at  length  dropped. 
The  Commons  paffed  it  again  in 
the  two  fucceeding  Scflions,  and 
it  was  as  often  thrown  out  by  the 
Lords. 

On  December  10,  the  Queer!  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Commons,  by  a  Mef- 
fage,  that  fhe  had  conferred  the 
Title  of  Duke  upon  tile  Earl  of 
Marlborough,  for  his  eminent  Ser¬ 
vices,  and  akigned  him  5000  /.  a 
Year  out  cf  the  Revenues  of  the 
Pok-Ofnce  during  her  Life  ;  de¬ 
firing  they  would  perpetuate  it  to 
him  and  his  Pokerity.  But  this 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  do. 

The  Marquefs  of  Ncrmanby  was 
about  the  fame  Time  made  Duke 
of  Buckingham .  And  within  this 
Year  died  that  famous  Politician 
the  Earl  of  Sunderland ;  Aubrey  da 
Fere,  the  lak  Earl  cf  Oxford  of 
that  Family,  and  the  firk  Earl  of 
England ;  and  Sir  Marmaduke  Lang - 
dale.  Lord  LangdAe  of  Holme,  one 
of  King  Charles  Ik’s  Generals. 

A  Claufe  was  added  to  a  Bill 
by  the  Lords*  and  paffed  into  a 
Law,  making  it  HighfaTreafon  for 
any  one  to  endeavour  to  deprive  or 
hinder  the  next  Succeflbr,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  A£l%  from  fitcceed- 
ing  after  her  Majeky  :  By  which 
the  Hanover  Succekion  was  further 
fee  tired*  though.it  paffed  the  Com- 
D  d  mons 
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mons  by  a  Majority  of  but  ons 
Voice. 

The  ill  Treatment  of  the  Settle¬ 
ment  at  Darien,  and  the  long 
Continuance  of  the  Convention- 
Parliament,  had  thrown  the  Scotch 
Nation  into  a  violent  Ferment,  and 
very  much  ftrengthened  the  Party 
again  ft  the  Revolution.  The  Dif- 
contents  ran  fo  high,  that  the 
Queen  thought  fit  to  diffolve  the 
Parliament,  and  to  call  a  new  one, 
which  met  on  May  6,  1703;  but 
they  refufed  to  grant  any  Supply, 
both  in  this  Seliion  and  the  next, 
till  ihey  had  got  an  Aft  of  Security 
pafted,  in  which  it  was  provided, 
that  in  Default  of  IlFue  by  the 
Qceen,  the  fame  Perfon  Ihould  not 
be  King  or  Queen  both  of  England 
and  Scotland,  unlefs  the  Honour 
and  Sovereignty  of  Scotland ,  the 
Freedom  of  Parliaments,  the  Re¬ 
ligion,  Liberty  and  Trade  of  the 
Nation,  be  fecured  from  Englijh  or 
any  foreign  Influence. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  opened 
the  Campaign  of  1703  with  the 
Siege  of  Bonne ,  belonging  to 
the  Eleftor  of  Cologne,  and'  took 
it  in  a  few  Days:  Then  marching 
into  the  Low-Countries,  W'here  the 
French  flood  upon  the  Defenfive 
within  their  Lines,  he  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  Huy  ;  and  finding 
it  impoflible  to  bring  the  Marlhals 
Villeroy  and  Boujflers  to  an  En¬ 
gagement,  he  fimlhed  the  Cam¬ 
paign  with  the  Reduftion  of  Lim- 
bourg. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  French 
were  greatly  fuperior  in  Germany 
and  Italy.  In  the  latter  the  Duke 
of  Savoy .  v/as  in  Danger  of  being 
driven  out  of  his  Dominions,  had 
he  not  been  fortunately  joined  by 
Count  St ar ember g.  In  the  former, 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  having  de¬ 
clared  for  France,  and  taken  XJlm 
the  laft  Year*  this  Year  -made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  Ratify  on  and  Augf- 
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bourg ;  and  being  joined  by  Marflial 
Villars,  pulhed  his  Conquefts  with 
fuch  Rapidity,  that  the  w'hole  Em¬ 
pire  was  in  great  Danger  ;  whilfl 
Count  Fallard  made  himfelf  Mailer 
of  Old  Brifac,  and  retook  Landau, 
after  having  defeated  the  Germans 
in  the  Battle  of  Spire. 

In  November  was  the  moll  terri¬ 
ble  Storm  of  Wind  that  ever  was 
known  in  England ,  which  beginning 
about  Midnight,  on  the  26th,  and 
continuing  foir.e  Hours,  did  incre¬ 
dible  Damage  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  and  many  Lives  were  loft: 
Among  the  reft,  the  Bifhop  of  Bath 
and  Wells  and  his  Lady  were  both 
killed  in  their  Beds.  This  furpriz- 
ing  Tempeft  is,  not  without  Caufe, 
ftill  known  by  the  Name  of  the 
great  Storm. 

The  Archduke  Charles,  now 
acknowledged  King  of  Spain  by 
the  Allies,  having  firft  vilited  the 
Hague,  arrived  in  England  about 
the  End  of  the  Year,  where  he 
was  royally  entertained  by  the 
Queen  and  Prince  George  at  Wind- 
for;  and  after  a  few  Days  failed 
with  the  combined  Fleet  for  Portu¬ 
gal,  where  he  arrived  with  the  En¬ 
glijh  and  Dutch  Auxiliaries,  towards 
the  End  of  February. 

The  Year  1704  began  with  fome 
Changes  in  the  Miniltry,  in  favour 
of  thole  called  Whigs  or  Lovj- 
Church  :  Particularly,  Robert  Har¬ 
ley,  Elq;  w'as  made  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  and  Henry  St.  John , 
Efq;  Secretary  of  War ;  politick, 
intriguing  Men,  but  both  then  ge¬ 
nerally  deemed  Whigs. 

The  Empire  being  in  the  utmoft 
Danger  from  the  Junftion  of  the 
French  and  Bavarians,  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  formed  a  Scheme 
for  its  Deliverance,  which  was 
approved  by  the  Queen  ;  and  the  ' 
Dutch,  upon  his  Grace’s  Repre- 
fentations,  came  into  it.  In  Pur- 

fuance 
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ftiance  of  this  Scheme,  the  Duke 
marched  With  a  furprizing  Expe¬ 
dition  towards  the  Danube,  and 
having  drove  the  Enemy  from  the 
important  Poll  at  Schellenberg ,  and 
taken  Donawert,  palled  that  River ; 
and  joining  Prince  Eugene ,  thefe  two 
eonlummate  Generals,  on  Augnjl  z, 
attacked  the  grand  Army  of  French 
and  Bavarians,  at  Blenheim  near 
Hochjlet,  and  gave  them  a  molt  Sig¬ 
nal  Defeat.  Upwards  of  30  Squa¬ 
drons  of  French  were  pulhed  into 
the  Danube,  of  whom  the  greatefi 
Part  perifhed.  Count  Vallard,  fe- 
veral  of  his  general  Officers,  near 
1200  other  Officers,  and  13.000 
common  Soldiers,  were  made  Pri- 
foners ;  belides  which  the  Enemy’s 
Lofs  was  reckoned  to  be  above 
20,000.  This  great  Viflory  coil 
the  Allies  4000  Men  killed,  and 
7000  wounded ;  after  which  they 
tetook  TJlm,  Landau ,  and  Traerbach ; 
and  all  Bavaria  fubmitted  to  the 
Conquerors.  Count  Tallard  was 
brought  over  to  England,  and  lent 
down  to  Nottingham,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  fome  Years.  The  Queen 
fettled  the  Manor  of  Woodjloch  upon 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  where 
j Blenheim -Houfe  was  magnificently 
erected  for  him  at  her  Majetty’s 
Charge,  as  a  Monument  of  this 
glorious  Day. 

Gibraltar  was  taken  this  Year  by 
Sir  George  Rooke,  who  foon  after  en¬ 
gaged  the  French  Fleet  near  Malaga 
with  doubtful  Succefs.  The  French 
and  Spaniards  befieged  Gibraltar  the 
next  Year;  but  the  Prince  of  HcJ/e 
d’  Armfiadt,  who  commanded  there, 
and  Sir  John  Leake,  the  Englijh  Ad¬ 
miral,  obliged  them  to  raife  the 
Siege,  after  they  had  been  before  it 
near  iix  Months. 

Among  the  Men  of  Note  who  died 
this  Year,  was  the  famous  John 
Locke,  Efq;  mentioned  in  the  lalt 
Reign,  Author  of  the  EJfay  upon 
Human  V ndsrjlanding,  &c. 
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The  Emperor  Leap  old  died  in  Aprils 
1705,  and  v-as  fucceeded  by  the 
Emperor  Jcfeph,  his  eldcft  Son. 

This  Year  there  were  fome  far¬ 
ther  Alterations  at  Court  in  favour 
of  the  Whigs.  The  Duke  of  Naw- 
caftle  was  made  Lord  Privy- Seal 
in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham  :  And  fome  Time  after* 
William  Cowper,  Efq;  was-  made 
Lord-Keeper  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Nathan  Wright.  He  was  afterwards 
created  a  Peer,  and  had  the  Title 
of  Lord-Chancellor.  The  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  diffolved  cn  April  5  ;  and 
there  were  great  Cornells  a.t  the? 
Elections  for  a  new  one,  between 
High-Church  and  Low-Church ,  tho’ 
they  went  generally  in  favour  of  the 
latter. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  march¬ 
ed  towards  the  Mofelle,  ai.d  design¬ 
ed  to  begin  the  Campaign  with  the 
Siege  of  . Saar- Louis  :  But  the  Slow-1 
nefs  of  the  Germans  in  joining  him 
forced  him  to  lay  by  his  Projefl  on 
that  Side.  So  he  marched  back  in 
all  Haile  into  the  Law-Countries , 
where  he  arrived  Time  enough  to 
fave  the  Citadel  of  Liege,  which  the 
French  had  in  veiled;  after  which 
he  recovered  Huy,  forced  the  French 
Lines  on  the  Mae/e,  and  would  have 
attacked  the  Enemy  in  their  Camp 
at  Parck,  had  not  the  Deputies  cf 
the  States  been  againll  it.  When 
the  Campaign  was  over,  lie  wen.t 
to  Vienna,  where  the  Emperor  gave 
him  the  Lordlhip  of  Mindelheim  in 
Suabia,  and  eretted  it  into  a  Prin¬ 
cipality  ;  whereby  his  Grace  ob¬ 
tained  the  Title  of  Prince  of  M?n- 
delheim. 

Things  were  badly  managed  in'1 
Portugal  lalt  Year.  This  Year  tire 
Confederates  under  the  Earl  of  Gal¬ 
way  had  fome  Succefs,  though  not 
equal  to  what  was  expected. 

The  main  Thing  was  King 
Charles’s  Succefs  in  Catalonia:  The 
Confederate  Land  and  Sea  Forces, 
D  d  a  under 
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under  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  and 
Sir  Cloudjley  Shovel,  made  themfelves 
Matters  of  Barcelona ,  chiefly  by  the 
indefatigable  Conftancy,  Valour 
and  Courage  of  that  Nobleman  : 
In  Confequence  of  which,  all  Ca¬ 
talonia  became  fubjeft  to  King 
Charles :  And  almott  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Valencia  fubmitted  to 
him  foon  after. 

The  new  Parliament  met,  October 
25.  In  this  Seflion  were  great  De¬ 
bates  about  the  Danger  of  the 
Church,  which  had  been  the  Cry  in 
King  William' 9  Reign,  and  was 
now  induftrioufly  revived,  under  the 
Queen’s  Whig  Miniftry,  by  the  op- 
polite  Party.  But  it  was  voted,  that 
the  Church  was  not  in  Danger. 

An  Aft  was  patted  for  farther 
fecuring  the  Proteftant  Succeflion, 
whereby  it  was  made  High-Treafon 
for  any  Privy-Counfellor  to  neg- 
left  or  refufe  to  proclaim  the  Suc- 
cefTor,  according  to  the  Afts,  upon 
the  Queen’s  Demife.  And  Lords- 
lultices  were  appointed  by  the  fame 
Aft  for  continuing  the  Government 
in  the  Name  of  the  SucccfTor,  till 
fhe  or  he  fhould  arrive  in  the  King¬ 
dom. 

Catharine  Queen-Dowager,  Wi¬ 
dow  of  King  Charles  II.  died  on 
December  20,  at  Lijbon.  This  Year 
alfo  put  an  End  to  the  Life  of  the 
famous  Titus  Oates. 

On  May  12,  1706,  being  Sunday, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  M. 
d'Auverquerque  totally  routed,  with 
a  dreadful  Slaughter,  the  French 
Army  under  the  Duke  of  Bavaria 
and  Marlhal  Villeroy,  in  the  famous 
Battle  of  Ramillies  ;  the  Confe¬ 
quence  of  which  glorious  Viftory 
was  the  Reduftion  of  almott  all  the 
Spani/h  Netherlands  by  the  End  of 
the  Campaign,  the  greatett  Part  of 
the  Towns  lubmitting  upon  the  firft 
Approach  of  the  Conquerors.  As 
a  farther  Reward  of  the  Duke’s  good 
Services,  his  Titles  were  continued 
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to  his  Potterlty  by  Aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  fettling  them  on  his  Daughs- 
ters,  according  to  their  Seniority, 
and  their  Heirs  Male ;  and  the 
5000/.  per  Ann.  out  of  the  Pojl- 
Ojfice  was  made  perpetual . 

In  Italy ,  the  Allies  were  no  Ids 
fuccefsful.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  had 
been  reduced  to  the  atmolt  Extre¬ 
mity,  and  his  Capital  City  T urin 
was  this  Year  befieged  by  the 
French.  But  Prince  Eugene,  after  a 
moil  difficult  and  furpriling  March, 
having  joined  him,  they  defeated 
the  Enemy  in  a  memorable  Battle, 
September  7,  N.  S.  and  forced  them 
to  raife  the  Siege.  After  which 
they  took  Town  after  Town  in  the 
Milanefe,  till  the  French  were  obliged 
to  evacuate  it,  and  at  laft  to  aban¬ 
don  all  their  Conquefts  in  Italy. 

Barcelona  was  this  Year  blocked 
up  by  Sea,  with  the  French  Fleet 
under  the  Count  de  Thoulouje,  whilft 
King  Philip  and  M.  de  TcJje  befieged 
it  by  Land.  But  Sir  'John  Leak 
with  the  Englijh  Fleet,  having  ob¬ 
liged  the  French  Admiral  to  retire 
with  Precipitation,  and  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough,  at  the  fame  Time,  ar¬ 
riving  with  a  Body  of  Troops 
he  had  got  together,  the  Enemy 
were  obliged  entirely  to  quit  their 
Defign. 

The  Marquefs  das  Minas  and  the 
Earl  of  Galway,  after  having  taken 
feveral  Places,  advanced  as  far  as 
Madrid,  which  fubmitted  to  King 
Charles,  and  he  was  proclaimed 
there.  But  either  through  a  Mif- 
underftanding  between  the  Gene¬ 
rals,  or  King  Charles' s  Indolence, 
in  delaying  to  come  and  join  them, 
all  was  loft  again.  King  Philip's 
Army  under  the  Duke  of  Berwick 
■becoming  fuperior  to  the  Allies, 
they  were  obliged  to  retire  from 
Madrid  with  as  much  Hafte  as  they 
came  thither. 

This  Year  was  remarkable  for 
beginning,  and  the  next  for  com- 

pleating 
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pleating  the  Union  of  the  two 
Kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland. 
Puriuant  to  Acts  paffed  in  both 
Nations,  the  Queen  appointed  31 
Commiffioners  for  England  and  as 
many  for  Scotland,  to  treat  upon 
this  important  Affair;  who,  after 
above  40  Meetings  at  the  Cockpit , 
on  'July  22,  figned  the  25  Articles 
of  Union  agreed  upon,  which  were 
approved  by  the  Queen.  The  Pro- 
jeft  met  with  great  Oppofition  in 
Scotland ,  and  occafioned  fuch  Tu¬ 
mults  as  feemed  to  threaten  an  In- 
furre&icn,  the  People  thinking  they 
wele  going  to  lofe  their  ancient  be¬ 
loved  Independency.  However,  the 
Parliament  of  that  Kingdom,  by  a 
Majority,  ratified  the  Articles  of 
Union,  on  January  16,  1706-7  ;  as 
did  afterwards  the  Majority  of  both 
Houles  in  England,  and  the  Aft  re¬ 
ceived  the  Royal  Affent  on  March  6. 
By  thefe  Articles,  the  two  King¬ 
doms  were,  on  May  1,  1707,  and 
for  ever  after,  united  into  one,  by 
the  Name  of  Grcat-Britain,  to  be 
reprefented  by  one  and  the  fame 
Parliament.  The  refpeftive  Church 
Governments,  Epifcopal  in  England, 
and  Prelbyterian  in  Scotland,  were 
iecured  by  the  Afts  of  Ratification 
of  the  refpeftive  Parliaments.  The 
Proteftant  Succeffion  to  the  united 
Kingdoms  was  likewife  eflablifhed 
by  the  Articles. 

Fortune  feemed  at  a  Stand  in 
1707,  or  rather  to  declare  for  the 
Enemy.  The  Earl  of  Galway  loft 
the  Battle  of  Almanza  in  Spain,  in 
which  he  too  haftily  engaged  againft 
a  much  greaier  Force;  the  Conle- 
quence  of  which  was  fatal  to  the 
Allies.  Marlhal  Villars  made  him- 
felf  Matter  of  the  German  Lines  at 
Bit: hi  and  Stolhoffen,  and  would  have 
proceeded  farther,  if  the  Elector  of 
Hanover,  with  the  Imperial  Forces, 
had  not  flopped  his  Progreis.  In 
the  Netherlands ,  the  Duke  of  Marl, 
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borough  could  not  bring  the  Duke 
of  V tndfjme  to  an  Engagement, 
and  botn  Sides  only  preferved  what 
they  had  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Campaign.  The  Defign  upon  Tou¬ 
lon,  carried  on  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  and  Prince  Eugene,  with  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Confederate  Fleet 
under  Sir  CloudJIey  Shovel,  unhap¬ 
pily  mifearried ;  though  they  fu- 
rioufly  bombarded  the  Town  both 
by  Sea  and  Land,  before  they  re¬ 
tired.  Sir  CloudJIey,  in  his  Return 
from  this  Expedition,  was  loft  with 
three  of  his  beft  Ships,  on  the  Rocks 
near  Scilly. 

The  iirft  Parliament  of  Great - 
Britain  met  on  Qttober  23,  wdlhout 
any  new  Election  for  England ; 
and  on  December  23,  both  Boufes, 
in  an  Addrefs,  declared  their  Opi¬ 
nion,  That  no  Peace  could  be  honou¬ 
rable  or  fafe,  //"Spain,  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies,  or  any  Part  of  the  Spanifii  Mo¬ 
narchy,  be  fujfered  to  remain  under  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  :  To 
which  the  Queen,  in  her  Anfwer, 
agreed. 

The  Beginning  of  1708,  Mr. 
Gregg,  a  Clerk  in  Mr.  Secretary 
Harley' s  Office,  was  executed  as  a 
Traitor,  for  correfponding  with  the 
Enemy.  This  Affair  made  a  great 
Noife,  and  many  expefted  he  would 
have  made  fome  Difcovery ;  but  in 
the  Paper  he  delivered  to  the  Sheriff 
he  took  ail  the  Guilt  on  hiinfelf. 
About  the  fame  Time,  Mr.  Harley 
rdigned  his  Office,  as  did  Mr.  St. 
John,  and  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  At¬ 
torney-General. 

The  French  King,  provoked  at 
the  late  Attempt  upon  Toulon, 
thought  fit  to  retaliate  by  carrying 
the  War  into  Great-Britain.  Ac- 
cordi  gly,  the  Pretender  (now  called 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George)  em¬ 
barked  on  board  the  French  Fleet, 
with  a  Body  of  Troops,  for  Scot¬ 
land.  But  upon  the  timely  Ap- 
D  d  3  preach 
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preach  of  Sir  George  Byng,  with  the 
Fnglijh  Fleet,  they  made  the  belt  of 
their  Way  back  to  Dunkirk. 

The  glorious  Succeft  of  this 
Year’s  Campaign,  made  Amends 
for  the  Difafters  of  the  laft.  It  is 
true,  the  French  were  before-hand 
with  the  Allies,  ana  having  fur- 
prized  Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  veiled 
Oudenarde  on  July  9.  But  Prince 
Eugene,  and  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough,  coming  up  with  them  two 
Days  after,  a  bloody  Battle  eniued, 
in  which  the  French  were  totally 
routed. 

After  this.  Prince  Eugene  fat 
down  before  Lifle,  Auguji  1 3 ,  N.  S. 
the  Duke  covering  the  Siege  with 
the  reft  of  the  Army.  This  was 
an  arduous  Undertaking,  but  car¬ 
ried  on  with  firch  Vigour  and  Con- 
dudl,  that  the  Town  furrendered 
On  October  23,  and  the  Citadel  on 
December  10.  What  facilitated  its 
Redudtion,  was  the  famous  Battle 
of  Wynendale,  wherein  General 
Webb,  with  a  much  inferior  Force, 
got  the  Vidlory  over  Count  de  la 
Matte,  who  endeavoured  to  inter¬ 
cept  a  Convoy  coming  for  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  the  allied  Army  before  Lifte , 
Ghent  and  Bruges  were  foon  after  re¬ 
covered. 

Sir  John  Leake  took  Cagliari,  the 
Capital  of  Sardinia,  upon  which  the 
whole  Ifland  fubmitted  :  And  after¬ 
wards  by  the  Aflijtance  cf  a  Body  of 
Land  Forces  under  General  Stanhope, 
he  reduced  Port-Mahon,  and  the 
whole  Ifland  ol  Minorca. 

Whrlft  Succeft  thus  attended  our 
Arms  abroad,  we  were  affiidled 
with  a  melancholy  Left  at  home,  in 
{he  Death  of  Prince  George  of  pen- 
mark,  who  was  carried  off  by  an 
Afthma  and  Dropfy,  OBober  28,  at 
Kenjington.  He  was  a  Prince  of  great 
jultice  and  Humanity,  an  hearty 
Friend  to  the  Revolution,  and  zea- 
joufly  attached  to  the  Proteftant  and 
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Britijh  Intereft.  He  lived  in  the 
molt  perfedl  Harmony  and  Affe&ion 
with  his  Royal  Confort  the  Queen, 
who  was  inconfolable  for  his  Death. 
Sir  George  Rooke,  the  famous  Admir 
ra  1,  died  alfo  this  Year. 

A  new  Parliament,  the  fecond  of 
Great- Britain,  met  on  November  16, 
which  was  opened  by  Commifiion, 
on  Occafton  of  her  Majefty’s  late 
great  Loft. 

In  tiie  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1709',  the  French  King  made  fome 
Overtures  of  Peace.  In  Confe- 
quence  cf  which,  a  Treaty  was 
begun  at  the  Hague,  -and  40  Preli¬ 
minary  Articles  were  agreed  upon  ; 
but  as  by  one  of  them,  King  Philip 
was  to  quit  the  Spanijh  Dominions, 
this  being  not  at  all  relifhed  by  the 
French  Court,  the  Treaty  came  to 
nothing. 

The  Peace  being  thus  broke  off, 
both  Armies  took  the  Field.  The 
French  kept  in  their  Intrenchments, 
and  the  Allies  took  Tour  nay,  both 
Town  and  Citadel.  Soon  after 
was  fought  the  Battle  of  Blaregnies , 
or  Ma'iplacpuet.  The  French  were 
polled  in  a  Wood,  trebly  intrench¬ 
ed,  and  ftrongiy  barricadced  ;  and 
yet  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  at¬ 
tacked  them,  and  after  having  been 
feveral  Times  repulfed,  drove  them 
from  their  Intrenchments,  and 
gained  a  compleat  Victory,  chiefly 
by  the  Bravery  of  the  Fnglijh  headed 
by  General  Withers,  the  Earl  of 
Orkney,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  and 
other  young  Noblemen.  But  the 
French  fought  with  fuch  Fury,  that 
the  Yiftory  coll  the  All  es  near 
18,000  Men.  After  this  they  in- 
velied  Mans,  which  furrendered  upon 
honourable  Terms. 

Whilll  the  Duke  was  thus  pur- 
fuing  his  Conquells  in  Flatiders,  a 
Party  was  fecretly  forming  againft 
him  at  home,  chiefly  by  Mr.  Har¬ 
ley,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  Mr.  Harley 

had 
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had  been  a  Whig,  and  came  of  a 
DifTenting  Family  ;  but  being  an 
artful*  infmuating  Man,  had  by 
Means  of  Mrs.  Hill,  afterwards 
M a fo am,  private  Accefs  to  the 
Queen  ;  and  both  by  their  Intrigues 
fir!!  gave  her  Majelly  an  ill  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Whigs,  and  of  the 
great  Power,  at  Court,  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  and 
their  Friends,  and  then  prejudiced 
her  again!!  the  Management  and 
Continuance  of  the  War.  Mrs. 
Majham  was  a  Relation  of  the 
Duchefs,  and  had  by  her  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Queen’s  Service  ;  and 
lhe  by  Mr.  Harley's  Inftruflions  had 
fo  insinuated  herfelf  into  her  Ma- 
jelty’s  Favour,  that  fhe  wholly  in¬ 
grafted  the  Royal  Ear,  and  fupplant- 
ed  her  Benefadlrefs  :  Which  paved 
the  Way  for  Mr.  Harley  and  his  Af- 
fociates  to  undermine  the  Duke  and 
his  Friends,  in  order  to  fet  up  them- 
felves.  Towards  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  Circumllance  contributed  not  a 
little. 

On  November  5,  Dr.  Sacheverel 
preached  his  furious  Sermon  again!! 
the  Whigs,  before  the  Lord-Mayor, 
Sir  Samuel  Garrard,  at  St.  Paul’s, 
which  he  printed  under  the  odd 
Title  of  The  Perils  of  falfe  Brethren 
both  in  Church  and  State.  In  this 
Sermon  he  ftrenuoufly  aflerts  the 
high  Notions  of  Hereditary  Right, 
Paffive-Obedience,  and  Non-Re- 
fiftance  ;  gives  an  odious  Turn  to 
the  Revolution,  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
ceflion,  the  Union,,  and  the  Tole¬ 
ration  granted  to  Diflenters ;  and 
inlinuates  the  Church  to  be  in  Dan¬ 
ger  under  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tion.  It  is  impofiible  to  exprefs 
what  a  Ferment  this  railed  in  the 
Nation.  He  was  impeached  by 
the  Commons  of  High  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanors,  had  a  folemn  Trial 
before  the  Lords,  from  February  27, 
1709-10,  to  March.  10  ;  and  was 
at  lali  fentenced  not  to  preach  for 
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three  Years,  and  his  Sermon  to  be 
burnt  by  the  common  Hangman. 
But  the  Enemies  of  the  Miniftry 
had  fo  reprefented  the  Church  to 
be  flruck  at  through  his  Sides,  that 
as  he  went  to  and  from  Wejlminfter 
Hall,  the  feveral  Days  of  his  Trial, 
he  was  attended  by  vail  Multitudes 
of  the  lower  Sort  of  People,  who 
abufed  all  that  would  not  pull  off 
their  Hats  to  him,  and  cry  out  for 
the  Church  ;  and  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  demolilh  feveral  Meeting- 
Houfes,  and  make  Bonfires  of  the 
Materials,  with  loud  Huzzas,  of 
High  Church  and  Sacheverel.  In 
Ihort,  h£  was  reprefented  as  the 
great  Patron  of  the  Church,  and  as 
perfecuted  for  its  Sake  ;  and  the 
Queen  herfelf  feemed  to  be  not 
a  little  affedled  by  it.  If  Mr.  Harley 
and  his  Confederates  were  not  at 
the  Bottom  of  this,  they  certainly 
made  their  Advantage  of  it,  to 
bring  about  the  Change  they  were 
aiming  at.  Queen  Anne  was,  doubt- 
lefs,  a  good  and  well -meaning,  ^in- 
cefs,  but  had  high.  Notion!  of.  the 
Church.  Whilft  Prince  George , 
who  was  of  moderate  Principles, 
lived,  the  Whigs  got  the  Afcendant ; 
but  now  by  artfully  applying  to  the 
Queen’s  Paflion  for.  the  Church, 
lhe  foon  became  the  eafy  Property 
of  the  Tories,  or  rather  of  thole 
who  wanted  to  rule  by  the  Tories, 
fince  they  could  not  rule  by  the 
Whigs.  But  it  was  fome  Time  be¬ 
fore  they  brought  their  Matters  to 
bear. 

The  French  King,  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  1710,  made  fre(h  Offers 
of  Peace,  which  produced  the 
Treaty  at  Gertruydenburg  ;  but  this, 
like  the  former,  was  only  deiigned 
to  amufe  and  divide  the  Allies.  It 
was  fpun  out  till  July,  and  then 
broke  off,  the  French  expecting 
more  advantageous  Terms  front 
the  Change  of  the  Miniftry  in 
England,  which  they  forelaw  would 
D  d  4  foon 
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foon  happen.  In  the  mean  lime 
the  Confederates  under  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene, 
took  Douay,  Bethune ,  St.  Venant, 
and  Aire. 

In  Spain,  King  Charles ,  with 
General  Stanhope,  having  defeated 
King  Philip  in  the  Battles  of  Al- 
menara  and  SaragoJJa,  made  his 
triumphant  Entry  into  Madrid-, 
but  was  foon  obliged  to  retire  from 
thence,  his  Rival  becoming  fupe- 
rior  by  frelh  Reinforcements.  Af¬ 
ter  this,  eight  Englijh  Batalions  and 
as  many  Squadrons  were  .attacked 
in  Briuhega,  and  made  Prifoners  cf 
War  ;  which  was  followed  by  an 
obdinate  Fight  near  Villavicioja, 
jn  which  Count  Starcmberg  was 
worded. 

Thefe  Misfortunes  were  no  bad 
News  to  the  Enemies  of  the  Mini- 
dry  in  England,  where  were  now 
High-Church  AddreJTes  in  abun¬ 
dance,  which  prevailed  over  the 
Whig  Addreffes,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  Spirit  which  Sacbe-verel  had 
railed.  And  now  the  Earl  of  Sun¬ 
derland,  Son-in-Law  to  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  was  removed  from 
his  Office  ot  Secretary  cf  St'ate. 
The  Earl  of  Godolpbin,  wliofe  Son 
had  married  the  Duke’s  elded 
Daughter,  foon  followed,  being 
difmiffed  from  his  Pod:  of  Lord 
High-Treafurcr.  Mr.  Harley  was 
made  a  Commiffioner  of  the  Trea- 
fury ;  Mr.  St.  'John,  Secretary  of 
State,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Beyle  ; 
Sir  Simon  Har court.  Lord- Keeper, 
in  the  room  of  Lord-Chancellor 
Cow  per  and  the  Earl  of  Rocbcjler, 
Prefident  of  the  Council  All  thefe 
Alterations  were  in  favour  of  the 
Tories,  and  were  foon  followed  by 
others  ;  and,  finally,  in  favour  of 
them  the  Parliament  was  aiflolved  in 
September. 

Before  thefe  Changes,  upon  the 
;Bpath  of  Lord  Chief- Judice  Holt, 
Sir  Thomas  Parker,  a  famous  Mana¬ 


ger  againfl  Dr.  Each  ever  cl,  was 
made  Lord  Chief- Juftice  of  the 
Queen’s- Bench  ;  but  not  without 
iome  Difficulty. 

The  Tories  now  carried  all  be¬ 
fore  them  in  the  Elections  :  High- 
Church  and  Sacbe-verel  did  the  Bu- 
finefs.  The  new  Parliament  met 
on  November  25,  with  an  Houfe  of 
Commons  entirely  devoted  to  the 
new  Miniders. 

The  Marquefs  de  Guifcard,  a 
French  Papift,  being  feized  for 
Kigh-Treaf  n,  and  brought  before 
a  Committee  of  Council,  appeared 
like  a  Madman,  and  advancing  to 
Mr.  Harley,  dabbed  him  with  a 
Penknife  in  the  Bread.  He  after¬ 
wards  died  in  Newgate  of  the 
Wounds  and  Bruifes  he  received 
in  the  Scuffle  ;  but  Mr.  Harley  re¬ 
covered. 

The  Emperor  Jafeph  died  in 
April  1711,  and  Charles  111.  of 
Spain,  his  Brother,  was  chofen  Em¬ 
peror  in  October,  by  the  Name  of 
Charles  VI. 

Mr.  Harley  introduced  and  per- 
fefted  his  Project  for  fatisfying  the 
publick  Debts,  by  incorporating  a 
Company  to  trade  to  the  South-Seas : 
And  in  May,  he  was  created  Earl  of 
Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,  and  con- 
dituted  Lord  High-Treafm  er.  Mr. 
St.  John  was  afterwards  created 
Vifcount  Eolingbroke,  and  the  Lord- 
Keeper  Harcourt  made  a  Peer  and 
LordrChapcellor. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  not 
yet  laid  afide,  furprized  the  French 
Lines  near  Arlev.x,  having  fird  by 
Stratagem  drawn  off  the  Enemy 
another  Way.  After  this,  he  be- 
fteged  and  took  Bouckain. 

The  Minifiry  being  now  bent 
upon  a  Peace  almod  on  any  Terms, 
Mr.  Prior  was  fent  privately  into 
France,  and  M.  Mefnager  came  over 
to  England,  and  figned  feme  preli¬ 
minary  Articles.  Bolingbroke  himfdf 

went 
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went  afterwards  to  France,  to  profe-  chienne  ;  after  which  they  retook 
cute  what  Prior  had  begun.  Douay ,  Bou.chacn ,  and  fuefioy,  which 

The  Parliament  meeting  in  De-  laft  Prince  Eugene  l?ad  reduced  a  lit- 
t  ember,  the  Commons  fell  in  en-  tie  before. 

tirsly  with  the  Miniftry  ;  but  the  In  November,  Duke  Hamilton  and 
Houfe  of  Lords  being  not  likely  to  Lord  Mohun,  upon  fome  private 
do  fo,  twelve  new  Peers  were  crea-  Quarrel,  fought  a  Duel,  and  both 
ted  at  once  to  make  a  Majority,  loft  their  Lives.  Great  Endeavours 
And  in  this  Seffion  the  Occafonal  were  ufed  by  fome  to  make  this  a 
Conformity-Bill  was  paffed  under  a  Party  Affair. 

new  Title.  Richard  Cromzvell,  once  Lord- 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  not  Protestor,  and  Son  of  the  great 
likely  to  chime  in  with  the  Mini-  Oliver,  died  this  Year  ;  as  did  alfo 
llers,  was  iirft  indultrioufly  de-  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  late  Lord 
famed,  as  if  he  wanted  to  conti-  Treafurer. 

nuethe  War  for  his  own  Advantage,  The  Peace  was  figned  at  TJtrecht , 
and  then  attacked  in  Parliament  on  March  31,  1713,  by  all  but  the 
upon  fome  frivolous  Pretences,  Minifters  of  the  Emperor,  who  did 
which  they  made  nothing  of.  not  come  in  till  a  Year  after.  Though 
However,  this  gave  the  Queen  a  Dunkirk  was  to  be  demolilhed,  and 
Handle  to  remove  him  on  December  the  Englijh  had  Gibraltar,  and 
30,  and  he  was  fucceeded  in  the  Port-Mahon,  by  this  Treaty,  and 
Command  of  the  Forces  by  the  there  were  fome  other  good  Things 
Duke  of  Ormond,  who  was  entirely  in  it ;  yet  Philip  was  left  in  the 
difpofed  to  comply  with  the  paci-  peaceable  Poffeflion  of  the  Crown  of 
ftek  Schemes  of  the  Minifters.  As  Spain,  to  difpoffefs  him  of  which, 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  he  and  fo  to  reltore  the  Balance  of 
obtained  Leave  to  go  abroad  ;  and  Power,  was  the  chief  Ground  of  the 
fo  left  the  Kingdom,  and  returned  War. 

no  more  untill  the  Day  the  Queen  The  Parliament  having  conti- 
died.  nued  almoft  its  three  Years,  was 

The  Conferences  for  negotiating  diffoived  on  Augujl  8,  and  a  new 
a  Peace,  began  at  Utrecht,  January  one  met  in  February  following, 
29,  17 ix-12.  But  it  was  a  great  which  was  not  quite  fo  favourable 
while  before  any  Thing  could  be  to  the  Minifters  as  the  former  ; 
agreed  upon.  though  they  paffed  the  Schiftn-Bill , 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Campaign  deftgned  to  fupprefs  the  Schools 
was  opened,  and  Prince  Eugene  had  of  the  Diflenters,  which  received 
a  fair  Opportunity  of  attacking  the  the  Royal  Affent  on  June  25. 
Enemy  with  Advantage.  But  how  This  Bill  feems  to  have  been 
was  he  furpiifed,  when  the  Duke  of  puffed  on  by  Bolingbroke,  and 
Ormond  told  h;m,  he  had  Gjders  not  by  the  Lord-Treafurer.  The 
not  to  acf  offenfively  !  And  Princefc  Sophia,  Duchefs-Dowager, 
foon  after  he  propofed  to  the  of  Hanover,  died  fuddenly,  at  a 
Prince  a  Ceffation  of  Arms,  which  great  Age,  a  little  before:  By  which 
not  being  agreed  to,  he  marched  off  the  Right  of  Succeftion  to  the  Britijk 
with  the  Bntijh  Troops,  leit  the  Crown  devolved  upon  the  Eleftor 
Prince  to  carry  on  the  Siege  of  her  Son. 

Landrecy  alone,  and  gave  the  After  the  Peace,  there  was  no- 
p'rench  an  Opportunity  to  take  thing  but  Quarrels  end  Contentions 
Montague,  St.  Amand ,  and  Mar-  among  the  Minifters.  Bolingbroke 

was 
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was  for  undermining  the  Treafu- 
rer,  as  not  enduring  to  be  fecond 
in  the  Adminiftration  ;  and  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  Ambition,  was  for  pulhing 
Matters  to  Extremity  againft  the 
Whigs ;  and  was  even  fufpefted  of 
Defigns  againft  the  Proteftant  Sue- 
ceffion  ;  and  in  favour  of  the  Pre¬ 
tender  ;  whilft  the  Parliament,  it 
muft  be  owned,  took  all  proper 
Meafures  againft  the  latter,  and  in 
favour  of  the  former.  They  were 
alfo  loud  againft  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  with  Spain ,  fuppofed 
to  be  made  under  Bolinbroke' s  Ma¬ 
nagement,  and  as  it  flood,  to  be 
very  prejudicial  to  the  Trade  of 
the  Nation.  So  that  to  fave  him, 
as  it  was  judged,  the  Queen  pro¬ 
rogued  the  Parliament,  on  July  9. 
The  Cafe  of  the  poor  Catalans 
■was  now  alfo  the  Subject  of  much 
Clamour.  They  had  owned  King 
Charles,  and  we  had  taken  them 
for  our  Allies;  but  now  they  were 
left  to  the  Mercy  of  King  Philip. 
Barcelona  was  befieged  by  him, 
and,  after  a  vigorous  Refiftance, 
forced  to  fubmit  in  September ;  which 
was  after  the  Queen’s  Death. 

Her  Majefly  had  been  in  a  very 
declining  State  for  fome  Time, 


and  the  Animofity  between  the 
Treafurer  and  Secretaiy,  which 
broke  out  into  a  Flame  upon  the 
Riftng  of  the  Parliament,  was 
thought  to  haften  her  End. 
However,  the  latter  prevailed,  and 
the  White-Staff  was  taken  from  the 
Earl  of  Oxford.  This  occalioned 
the  Dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Argylz 
to  come  into  the  Council,  who 
were  followed  by  other  Privy-Coun- 
fellors,  Friends  to  the  Hanover 
Succelfion  ;  which  gave  a  Turn  to 
that  Board,  and  by  their  Advice 
the  Queen  gave  the  White-Staff  to 
the  Duke  of  Shrevsjbury.  She  had 
fallen  into  Fits  before,  which  took 
away  her  Senfes,  but  was  now 
come  to  herfelf.  However,  lhe 
foon  relapfed,  and  on  the  firft  of 
Auguft,  1714,  expired,  in  the  fif¬ 
tieth  Year  of  her  Age,  and  thir¬ 
teenth  of  her  Reign.  She  was 
undoubtedly  a  moll  virtuous,  juft, 
and  pious  Princefs ;  but  having 
no  ill  Defigns  herfelf,  was  eafily 
led  by  her  Favourites.  The  great- 
eft  Part  of  her  Reign  was  glori¬ 
ous,  and  the  Whole  might  have 
been  fo,  if  lhe  had  not  been  abufed 
by  thofe  whom  fhe  favoured  with 
her  Confidence. 


GEORGE  I.  •/'« 


THE  Proteflant  Succeffion  in 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover  had 
been  fo  firmly  eftablilhed  by 
feveral  Afts  of  Parliament,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  late  Endeavours 
of  fome  to  fet  it  afide,  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender ,  it  happily  took  place 
immediately  upon  the  Death  of 
Queen  Anne,  Augujl  i,  1714;  all 
Oppofition  fell,  and  King  George 
had  an  ealy  and  peaceable  Acceffion 
to  the  Throne.  He  was  the  elded; 
Son  of  Erneffus  Augujius,  Duke,  af¬ 
terwards  Elector,  •  of  Brunjwick- 
Lunenburg  (or  Hanover)  by  the  late 
Princefs  Sophia ,  Daughter  of  Frede¬ 
rick  Elector  Palatuie  and  King  of 
Bohemia,  and  of  Elizabeth,  eldelt 
Daughter  ofKing  James  I.  He  was 
born  on  May  28,  1660,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  his  Father  as  Eleftor  of  Brunf- 
wick-Lunenburg  in  1698. 

By  an  Aft  of  Parliament  in  the 
lad  Reign,  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government,  after  the  Queen’s 


Demife,  till  the  Arrival  of  the  Sue- 
celfor,  was  veiled  in  Lords  Jullices. 
Thofe  exprefsly  appointed  by  the 
Aft  were,  the  Archbilhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  and  the  great  Officers  of 
State  for  the  Time  being.  Thefe 
now  were  Dr.  Tennifon  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury,  Simon  Lord  Harcourt 
Lord  Chancellor,  John  Sheffield  Duke 
of  Buckinghamjhire  Lord  Prefident, 
Charles  T Abet  D  uke  of  Shrewjbury 
Lord  High-’Treafurer,  William  Legg 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  Lord  Privy-Seal, 
Thomas  Wentworth  Earl  of  Strafford 
Firll  Lord  Commiffioner  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  and  Sir  Thomas  Parker  Lord 
Chief  Jullice  of  the  King's  Bench. 
Befides  thefe,  the  Succelfor  was  im- 
powered  by  the  fame  Aft  to  add 
what  other  Regents  he  pleafed,  by 
three  Inllruments,  one  to  be  de- 
pofited  with  the  Archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  another  with  the  Lord- 
Chancellor,  and  the  third  with  the 
Hanover  Reftdent,  which  were  to 
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be  opened  on  the  Queen’s  Death. 
Accordingly,  the  aged  Archbifhop, 
as  foon  as  he  heard  that  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  had  expired,  immediately  re¬ 
paired  to  Court,  where  he  had  not 
been  for  home  Time,  and,  with  his 
two  Collegues,  produced  the  Jnftru- 
ments,  wherein  the  following  Lords 
had  been  nominated  by  his' .Electo¬ 
ral  Highnefs,  viz.  the  Dukes  of 
Sbrewjlury,  So-  erfct,  Bolton,  Dcvon- 
P  ire,  Kent,  Argyle,  Moutroje,  and 
Roxburgh  ;  the  Earls  of  Pembroke, 
Anglefea,  Carlijle,  Nottingham,  Ab- 
bingdon,  Scarborough,  and  Orford ; 
Lord  Vifcount  TovjnJhend,  Lord  Ha¬ 
lifax,  and  Lord  Covuper. 

The  Regency  thus  fixed,  the 
Form  of  a  Proclamation  was  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council, 
for  proclaiming  the  High  and  Blighty 
Prince  George,  Elector  of  Brunl- 
wick-Lunenburg,  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland ;  which 
was  accordingly  performed  the  fame 
Day,  with  -the  ufual  Solemnity, 
ill  the  Cities  of  London  and  IVeft- 
miijh'c,  and  as  foon  as  pdfiible- 
all  over  England.  His  Majefty  was 
likewife  proclaimed  at  Edinburgh, 
on  Augufi  5 ,  and  at  Dublin  the  next 
Day. 

When  the  Queen  was  paft  all 
Hopes  of  Recovery,  July  31,  Mr. 
Craggs  was  difpatched  to  Hanover 
with  the  News  ;  and  the  next  Day, 
Baron  Botbmar ,  the  Hanover  Reti¬ 
cent,  fent  M.  Gcdike  his  Secretary, 
with  Advice  that  file  was  actually 
dead,  and  that  his  Majefty  had 
been  joyfully  proclaimed.  The 
Lords  Jullices  alfo  appointed  the 
Bari  of  Dorfet  to  carry  the  King 
the  News  of  his  Acceffion,  and 
to  wait  cn  him  in  his  journey  to 
England.  They  foon  after  ap¬ 
pointed  Jofepb  Addifon,  Efq;  their 
Secretary,  and  ordered  the  Poft- 
Maller  to  fend  to  him  all  the 
Letters  and  Packets  directed  to  the 


Secretaries  of  State  ;  whereby  the 
entire  Management  of  Affairs  was 
taken  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolingbroke. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough’s  Re¬ 
turn  to  England,  on  the  Day  of  the 
Queen’s  Death,  has  been  already 
hinted.  He  had  been  here,  foine 
-  ptjf.ys  Jboper.,  had  he  -  not  been  de¬ 
tained  at  Of  end  by  contrary  Winds. 
His  Arrival  gave  great  Joy  to  all 
the  Friends  of  the  Proteflant  Suc- 
ccftion. 

The  Parliament  being  continued 
after  the  Queen’s  Demife,  pursuant 
to  the  ACt  for  regulating  the  Sue* 
ceffion,  met  in  the  Afternoon  of  the 
Day  fhe  died,  though  it  was  Sun¬ 
day  ;  and  four  Days  after,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  the  Name  of  his 
Brethren  the  Lords  Jullices,  made 
a  Speech  to  both  Houfes,  fuitable 
to  the  p relent  Occalion.  Both  Lords 
and  Commons  immediately  agreed 
upon  Addrelfes  of  Condolence  for 
the  Death  of  the  Queen,  and  Con-, 
gratulation  for  his  Majefty’s  happy 
Acceffion,  promiftng  to  fupport  his 
undoubted  Right  to  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  thele  Realms,  againil  the 
Pretender,zxi&  all  other  Perfons  what- 
foever  ;  and  defiring  his  fpeedy  Pre- 
fence  among  them.  Thefe  Addrelfes 
were  tranfmitted  to  his  Majefty  by 
their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Jul- 
tices,  and  received  moft  affectionate 
Anfwers.  That  to  the  Lords  was 
as  follows  :  “  I  take  this  firft 

“  Opportunity  to  return  you  my 
“  hearty  Thanks  for  your  Addrefs, 
“  and  the  Affurances  you  have 
“  given  me  therein.  The  Ze^l 
“  and  Unanimity  you  have  fhewn 
“  upon  my  Acceffion  to  the  Crown, 
“  are  great  Encouragements  to  me, 
“  and  I  fhall  always  efteem  the 
“  Continuance  of  them  as  one  of 
“  the  greateft  Bleffings  of  my  Reign. 
“  No  one  can  be  mote  truly  fenfi- 
“  ble  than  I  am  of  the  Lofs  fuf- 
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“  tained  "by  the  Death  of  the  late 
“  Queen,  whole  extraordinary  Pi- 
“  ety  and  Virtues  fo  much  endear- 
“  ed  her  to  her  People,  and  for 
“  whofe  Memory  I  fhall  always 
“  have  a  particular  Regard.  My 
“  bed  Endeavours  (hall  never  be 
“  wanting  to  repair  this  Lofs  to 
“  the  Nation.  I  will  make  it  my 
“  conftant  Care  to  preferve  your 
“  Religion,  Laws  and  Liberties 
“  inviolable,  and  to  advance  the 
“  Honour  and  Profperity  of  my 
“  Kingdoms.  I  am  haftening  to 
“  you,  according  to  your  Defire, 
“  l'o  affe&ionately  exprefted  in 

your  Addrefs.”  The  Anfwer 
to  the  Commons  was  much  to  the 
fame  Effedt. 

Mr.  Craggs  arrived  at  Hanover, 
jiuguft  5,  in  the  Morning  ;  and  the 
fame  Night,  and  next  Morning, 
feveral  other  Exprefies  arrived, 
with  the  certain  News  of  the 
Queen’s  Death,  and  of  his  Ma- 
jeity’s  having  been  proclaimed  with¬ 
out  the  leait  Oppofition.  The 
King  received  the  News  with  great 
Serenity  and  Evennefs  of  Mind, 
and  difpatched  Mr.  Craggs  with 
Letters  to  the  Lords  Juftices,  which 
he  arrived  with  on  the  13th.  And 
the  fame  Day  their  Excellencies 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
acquainted  the  Pailiament  there¬ 
with.  Upon  which  both  Houfes 
rcfolved  upon  an  Addrefs  of 
Thanks  to  his  Majelly,  for  the 
Satisfaction  he  exprelfed  in  the 
Loyalty  and  Affection  of  his  Sub- 
jedts. 

The  Parliament  having  finilhed 
the  Bufinefs  that  was  before  them, 
the  Lords  juftices  came  to  the 
Houle  on  the  21ft,  and  having 
given  tlld  Royal  Aifent  to  the  Bill 
fir  the  Support  of  his  Majefty'  s  licuf- 
hold  and  the  Dignity  of  the  Croivn, 
and  the  other  Bills,  cefned  the 
Houfes  to  adjourn  to  the  2 5  th ;  when , 


by  his  Majefty’s  Command,  they 
were  prorogued  to  September  23. 

On  Auguji  28,  Mr.  Murray  arriv¬ 
ed  Exprels  from  Hanover,  with  (e- 
veral  Orders  for  the  Lords  Juftices 
and  Council,  particularly  one  for 
removing  the  Vifcount  Bolingbroke 
from  his  Poft  of  Secretary  of  State  j 
which  was  done  on  the  31ft,  not 
without  fome  Marks  of  Dilpleafure, 
the  Dukes  of  Shrezvjbury  and  Somer- 
fet,  and  the  Lord  Cozvper,  three  of 
the  Lords  Regents,  taking  the  Seals 
from  him,  and  locking  and  lealing 
up  all  the  Doors  of  his  Office.  The 
Lord  Vifcount  Tovonjhena  was  foon 
after  appointed  to  fucceed  him. 

The  King  having  entrulted  the 
Adminiftration  of  his  German  Do¬ 
minions  to  his  Brother  Prince  Er- 
nejl  and  a  Council,  and  made  all 
the  necelfary  Preparations  for  his 
Journey,  on  the  lalt  Day  of  Auguji 
fet  out  from  Herenhaufen,  with  the 
Prince  Royal  his  Son.  On  Septem~ 
ber  5,  he  arrived  at  the  Hague,  where 
he  was  complimented  on  his  Accef- 
fion  by  a  folemn  Deputation  from 
the  States,  and  by  all  the  foreign 
Minifters.  On  the  1 6th,  he  em¬ 
barked  for  England,  under  the  Con¬ 
voy  of  a  Squadron  of  Britijh  and 
Pa/r/;  Men  of  War,  commanded  by 
the  Lord  Berkeley,  and  arrived  the 
next  Day  at  the  Hope.  On  the  18th, 
he  landed  with  the  Prince  at  Green¬ 
wich,  where  they  were  attended  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Regency,  Officers 
of  State,  and  a  vaft  Number  of  th’e 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  Many  were 
honoured  with  particular  Marks  of 
Refpedt  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
and  others  concerned  in  the  late 
Meafures  were  but  coldly  received, 
and  the  next  Day  his  Grace  was 
removed  from  his  Office  of  Cap¬ 
tain  General,  which  was  conferred 
on  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  On 
the  20th,  his  Majefty  ar.d  the 
Prince,  attended  by  above  200 
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Coaches-and-Six  of  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  made  their  publick  Entry 
through  the  City  to  St.  James's,  in 
the  moll  grand  and  magnificent 
Manner,  amidll  innumerable  Crouds 
of  People,  and  the  loudelt  Accla¬ 
mations  of  Joy. 

His  Majelly,  in  his  Declaration 
to  the  Privy-Council,  two  Days 
after,  exprefied  his  firm  Purpofie  to 
do  all  that  was  in  his  Power  for  the 
fupportingandmaintainingtheChurches 
of  England  and  Scotland,  as  they 
* were  fever  ally  by  Law  efiablifihed, 
which  he  was  of  Opinion  might  be 
ejfedually  done,  without  the  leaft  im¬ 
pairing  the  Toleration  allowed  by  Law 
to  Proteftant  DilTenters,  fo  agreeable 
to  C  hr  if  i  an  Charity ,  and  fo  neceffary 
to  the  Trade  and  Riches  of  this  King¬ 
dom. 

The  Prince  Royal  was  now  de¬ 
clared  Prince  of  Wales,  and  feveral 
Changes  were  made  in  the  Miniftry, 
which  were  foon  followed  by  others, 
and  ran  moftly  in  favour  of  the 
Whigs.  I  lhall  mention  only 
fome  of  the  chief.  Lord  Cowper, 
afterwards  Earl  Cowper,  was  again 
made  Lord-Chancellor  ;  the  Earl  of 
Wharton,  Lord  Privy-Seal ;  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham,  who  had  oppofed  the 
Meafures  of  the  late  Miniftry,  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council  ;  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Houlhold  ;  James 
Stanhope,  Efq;  the  General,  and  the 
Duke  of  Montrofe,  Secretaries  or 
State,  the  former  in  the  room  of 
William  Bromley,  Efq;  and  the  latter 
in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Mar-,  the 
Duke  of  Somqrfet,  Mailer  of  the 
Horfe  ;  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  Gene¬ 
ral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Forces  in  Scotland-,  William  Pitlumy, 
Efq;  Secretary  of  War';  Robert 
Walpole,  Efq;  Pay-Maller-General 
of  the  Army  ;  and  Allan.  Broderick, 
Efq;  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  in 


the  room  of  Sir  Confiantine  Phipps, 
who  had  made  himfelf  very  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  Whig  Party,  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Proteftant  Suceelfion 
in  that  Kingdom.  On  September 
29,  his  Majelly  difl'olved  the  Privy- 
Council,  and  appointed  a  new  one. 
Soon  after,  there  were  new  Commif- 
fions  for  the  Treafury  and  Admiral¬ 
ty  :  Charles  Lord  Halifax  was  made 
Firil  Commilfioner  of  the  Treafury, 
Sir  Richard  Onflow  Chancellor  of 
tjie  Exchequer,  Edward  Earl  of 
Grford  Firlt  Commilfioner  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  John  Aiflabie,  Efq; 
Treafurer  of  the  Navy.  The  Duke 
of  Shrewjbury  kept  his  Poll  of  Lord 
Chamberlain* 

The  Princefs  of  Wales,  with  her 
two  eldell  Daughters,  the  Princefies 
Anne  and  Amelia,  arrived  in  England 
October  11,  to  the  great  Joy  of  the 
Nation  ;  and  the  Princefs  Caroline 
came  over  fome  Time  after. 

The  King  was  crowned  with  the 
ufual  Solemnity  on  Odober.  20  ;  pre¬ 
vious  to  which,  among  other  Crea¬ 
tions,  Lord  Chandos  was  made  Earl 
of  Caernarvon,  Lord  Ofulfion  Earl 
of  Tankerville,  Lord  Rockingham 
Earl  of  Rockingham,  Lord  Halifax 
Earl  of  Halifax,  Loid  Guernfey 
Earl  of  Aylesford,  Lord  Harvey 
Earl  of  B rifted,  Thomas  Lord  Pel¬ 
ham  Earl  of  Clare,  and  Sir  Richard 
T imple  Baron  of  Cobham.  There 
were  great  Dcmonftrations  of  joy 
throughout  the  Kingdom  on  his 
Majefty’s  Coronation  ;  but  in  fome 
Places,  the  Royal  Party  were  inter¬ 
rupted  in  their  Rejoicings  by  dif- 
orderly  and  tumultuous  Rabbles; 
Crying  out  Sacheverel  for  ever,  and 
down  with  the  Whigs.  At  Brifiol 
in  particular  'the  Mob  committed 
great  Diforders  :  And  it  was  not 
long  before  London  itfeif  was  in- 
felled  with  Riots  and  Tumults ;  and 
many  fedidous  Pamphlets  were.  di£- 
perl'ed  among  the  People.  Thefe 
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Diforders  were  not  a  little  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  Conduft  of  fome 
Clergymen,  who  were  too  much 
infatuated  with  Sacbeverel’s  Spirit 
and  Principles.  Breaking  Win¬ 
dows,  and  pulling  down  Meeting- 
Houfes,  was  now  again  prattifed, 
as  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Sacbe-oerel 
Mobs. 

The  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1715,  a  great  Fire  happened  in 
Tbames-Street.  It  broke  out  on 
January  13,  at  a  Gunpowder  Shop 
near  Bear-Key,  and  burnt  24  Flours 
before  it  could  be  extinguilhed, 
notwithftandirig  the  playing  of 
Engines,  and  blowing  up  of  Houfes. 
It  did  incredible  Damage  among 
the  Warehoufes  on  the  Keys,  and 
burnt  Part  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  ; 
and  eroding  the  Way  to  the  North 
Side  of  Thames  Street,  confumed 
Water-Lane,  and  the  back  Part  of 
Harp- Lane,  with  Bakers-Hall  and 
Trinity-Houfe,  untill  it  (topped  in 
Tower-Street,  over-againft  Mark- 
Lane.  About  120  Houfes  were 
demolifhed,  the  whole  Lofs  amount¬ 
ing  to  500,000 /.  and  near  50  Perfons 
loll  their  Lives. 

On  January  15,  a  Proclamation 
was  ifi'ued  for  calling  a  new  Par¬ 
liament,  which  met  on  March  17. 
The  Elections  had  been  contefted 
with  great  Heat  in  many  Places 
between  the  Tories  and  Whigs, 
but  the  latter  had  by  far  the  Ma¬ 
jority.  The  Commons  having 
chofen  Spencer  Compton,  Efq;  for 
their  Speaker,  bis  Majefty  ap¬ 
proved  of  him  on  the  2 1  It,  when  he 
delivered  from  the  Throne,  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Lord-Chancellor,  a 
Speech  to  both  Houfes,  which 
his  Lordfhip  read  accordingly.  In 
it  his  Majelty  fays,  “  This  being 
“  the  firlt  Opportunity  that  I  have 
“  had  of  meeting  my  People  in 
“  Parliament,  fince  it  pleafed  Al- 
“  mighty  God,  of  his  good  Pro- 
"  vidence,  to  call  me  to  the 
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“  Throne  of  my  Anceflors,  I  mod 
“  gladly  make  ufe  of  it,  to  thank 
“  my  faithful  and  loving  Subje&s, 
“  for  that  Zeal  and  Firmnefs  that 
“  hath  been  lhewn  in  Defence  of 
“  the  Proteftant  Succefiion,  againft 
“  all  the  open  and  fecret  Pra&i- 
“  ces  that  have  been  ufed  to 
“  defeat  it  ;  and  I  (hall  never  for- 
“  get  the  Qbligations  I  have  to 
“  thofe  who  have  diftinguilhed 
“  themfelves  on  this  Occalion.” 
Then  having  touched  upon  the  lata 
Milmanagements,  and  recommend¬ 
ed  feveral  important  Things  to 
their  Confideration,  he  concludes 
thus :  “  The  Eyes  of  all  Europe 
“  are  upon  you,  waiting  the  IlTuo 
“  of  this  firit  Seffion.  Let  no  un- 
“  happy  Diviiions  of  Parties  here 
“  at  home  divert  you  from  pur- 
“  fuing  the  common  Intereft  of 
“  your  Country.  Let  no  wicked 
“  Infinuations  difquiet  the  Minds 
“  of  my  Subjects.  The  eftablifh- 
“  ed  Conftitution,  in  Cliurch  and 
“  State  (hall  be  the  Rule  of  my 
“  Government ;  the  Happinefs, 
“  Eafe  and  Profperity  of  my  Peo- 
“  pie,  (hall  be  the  chief  Care  of 
“  my  Life.  Thofe  who  affift  me 
“  in  carrying  on  thefe  Meafures, 
“  I  (hall  always  efteem  my  bed 
“  Friends ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  I 
“  (hall  be  able,  with  your  Aflif- 
“  tance,  to  difappoint  the  Defigns 
“  of  thofe  who  would  deprive 
«•  of  that  Bleflsng,  which  I  moft 
“  value,  the  Affection  of  my  Peo- 
“  pie.”  Both  Houfes,  after  warm 
Debates  on  fome  Cl2ufes,  pre- 
fented  Addrefies  entirely  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Court. 

On  April  22,  irf  the  Morning, 
was  the  famous  total  Eclipfe  of 
the  Sun,  a  Thing  that  had  net 
happened  for  fome  Centuries  in 
thefe  Parts  ;  when  the  Darknefs* 
for  a  fmall  Space,  was  fuch,  that 
feveral  Stars  appeared,  and  the 
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Birds  betook  themfelves  to  Rood, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  new  Night. 

I  was  then  in  Berkshire,  and  ob- 
ierved,  that  after  the  Light’s  grow¬ 
ing  fainter  and  fainter,  as  the  Moon 
advanced  over  the  Sun’s  Difk,  the 
total  Darknefs  came  on  inltanta- 
neouily,  as  when  a  Candle  is  ex- 
tinguilhed  by  Night,  as  foon  as  the 
Eajlern  Limb  [or  Rim]  of  the  Sun 
was  covered  ;  as  did  the  Light  in 
the  fame  Manner,  when  the  Moon 
left  its  Wejiern  Limb.  This  ex¬ 
traordinary  Phenomenon  was  much 
obferved  by  Dr.  Halley,  Mr.  Whijlon, 
and  all  our  eminent  Altronomers, 
who  had  before,  with  great  Exaft- 
nefs,  calculated  the  Time  and  Man¬ 
ner  of  it. 

The  fame  Month  died  Dr.  Gil¬ 
bert  Burnet,  Bifhop  of  Salifbury, 
famous  for  his  excellent  Hiftory 
of  the  Reformation and  other 
Writings  ;  and  a  great  Advocate 
for  the  Revolution,  which  got  him 
many  Enemies,  The  Marquefs  of 
Wharton  died  alfo  about  the  fame 
Time,  as  did  the  Earl  of  Halifax 
not  long  after.  The  MarqueL  of 
Wharton  was  a  Man  of  a  fine  Ge¬ 
nius,  an  able  Statcfman  and  Poli¬ 
tician,  and  a  great  Leader  among 
the  Whigs.  He  left  one  Son, 
who  was  afterwards  made  a 
Duke,  and  was  a  Man  of  great 
Wit  and  Parts ;  but  having  fquan- 
dered  away  a  large  Ellate,  he,  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  this  Reign,  of 
a  Whig  became  a  violent  Tory, 
and  Oppofer  of  the  Court  :  At 
lengch  he  went  abroad,  turned  Pa- 
pill,  joined  himfelf  to  the  Interefl 
of  the. Pretender,  and  died  in  Spain, 
in  1731. 

The  Parliament  had  not  fat 
long,  before  they  began  to  call 
the  late  Minifters  to  an  Account. 
It  appeared  by  their  Addrefies, 
that  they  defigned  to  do  fo  ; 
wherefore  the  Lord  Vifcount  Bo- 
linghroke,  who  had  taken  his  Seat 


G  E  I. 

in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  aud  fpoke 
in  the  Debate  on  the  Addrefs, 
was  beforehand  with  theijt:;  for 
on  March  27,  he  went '  BM  to 
Dover ,  embarked  for  Caitiff,  and 
fo  left  the  Kingdom.  On  April  9, 
the  feveral  Papers  relating  to  the 
Negociations  of  the  Peace  and  Com¬ 
merce,  and  Ceflation  of  Arms, 
were  laid  before  the  Ploufe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  a  Committee  of  Secrecy 
was  appointed  to  examine  them, 
who  chofe  Robert  Walpole,  Efqj 
their  Chairman.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  was  read  in  the  Hbufe 
on  June  9,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.  Jt  was  very  long,  but 
may  be  reduced  to  thefe  Heads  ; 
I.  The  clandefine  Negotiations  with 
Mefnager,  the  French  Agent,  which 
produced  two  Sets  of  Preliminary 
Articles  ;  the  one  private,  for  Great- 
Britain  only  ;  the  other  general,  for 
all  the  Allies.  2.  The  extraordi¬ 
nary  Mcajures  purjued  to  form  the 
Congrefs  at  U  credit.  3.  T he  trifling 
Amv femenis  of  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  at  Utrecht,  by  the  Con¬ 
nivance  of  the  Bntifh  Minifters . 
A.  The  A  egociations  about  the  Re¬ 
nunciation  of  the  Spaniih  Monarchy. 

5.  The  fatal  Sufpcnfion  of  Arms. 

6.  The  Seizure  ^AGhent  and  Bruges, 
in  order  to  difrefs  the  Allies  and  fa¬ 
vour  the  French.  7.  The  Duke  of 
Onnond’-r  a Ain<r  in  Concert  voith 
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tbs  French  General.  8.  The  Lord 
Bolingbroke’s  'journey  to  France,  to 
negotiate  a  JeparaU  Peace.  9.  Mr. 
Prior’*  and  the  Duke  c/'Shrewibury’r 
Negociations  in  France.  10.  The 
precipitate  Conclufon  rf  the  Peace  at 
Utrecht.  ii.  The  facri filing  the 
Catalans.  12.  Promoting  the  In— 
terefi  of  the  Pretender. 

The  Report  having  been  taken 
into  Confederation,  it  was  forth¬ 
with  refolved,  June  10,  to  im¬ 
peach  Lord  Vi  (count  Bolingbroke 
and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  of  High- 

.  Treafon 


GEORGE!  I. 


Treafon  and  other  High  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanors.  On  the  21ft,  after 
a  long  Debate,  in  which  leveral 
Whigs  as  well  as  Tories  fpoke 
in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
it  was  refolved  alfo  to  impeach  him 
of  High-Treafon,  and  other  High 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors  ;  and 
the  next  Day  to  impeach  the  Earl 
of  Strafford,  one  of  the  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  for  the  Peace  at  Utrecht,  of 
High  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors.  It 
was  thought  the  Duke  of  Ormond's 
Name  being  made  ufe  of  as  a  Sig¬ 
nal  for  Mobs  and  Riots,  was  one 
Thing  that  haftened  on  his  Impeach¬ 
ment,  high  Church  and  Ormond  for 
ever  being  now  as  much  the  Cry 
of  thcrjacohite  and  Tory  Mobs,  as 
High  Church  and Sacheverel\i2.dhtex\. 
However,  it  was  believed  he  would 
have  found  Favour,  if  he  had  ftaid  ; 
which  he  did  not  think  fit  to  do, 
but  taking  the  Advice  of  his  Tory 
Friends,  particularly,  as  it  is  thought, 
of  Dr.  Atterhury  Bilhop  of  Rochcjier, 
he  left  the  Kingdom,  and  followed 
Lord  Bolingbroke  to  France  :  Upon 
which  a  Bill  of  Attainder  of  High- 
Treafon  was  afterwards  brought  in 
and  pafled  againfl  them  both  :  The 
Earl  of  Oxford  did  not  fly,  but  was 
committed  firft  to  the  Cuilody  of  the 
Black-Rod,  and  then  to  the  ‘Tower, 
where  we  mull  leave  him  for  fome 
Time. 

In  July,  the  King  gave  the  Royal 
AlTent  to  an  Act  for  preventing  T u- 
mults  and  riotous  Affemblies,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Riot- Ad  ;  which  is 
Hill  in  Force.  By  this  Law  it  is 
made  Death  for  any  riotous  Perfons 
to  continue  together  for  a  Ihort  Time 
mentioned  in  the  ACt,  after  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  has  been  read  to  them  to 
difperfe. 

His  Majefty  had  early  acquainted 
the  Parliament  with  Deligns  carry¬ 
ing  on  abroad,  and  by  a  rejllefs  Par¬ 
ty  at  home,  in  favour  of  the  Preten- 
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der  :  Upon  which  both  Houfes  ad- 
drefled  him  to  put  the  Kingdom  in 
a  Pofture  of  Defence,  by  increafing 
the  Number  of  Forces  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  and  palled  an  Adi,  em¬ 
powering  his  Majefty  to  fecure  fuch 
Perfons  as  he  Ciould  fufpedt  were 
confpiring  againfl  his  Perfon  and 
Government.  Meafures  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  forthwith  taken  for  aug¬ 
menting  the  Forces,  and  Warrants 
were  ilfued  out  againfl:  feveral  fuf- 
pedled  Perfons,  fome  of  whom  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  be  fecured,  and 
others  efcaped,  to  run  themfelves 
into  more  certain  DeftruCtion  :  For 
foon  after,  a  Rebellion  was  adually 
begun  in  Scotland,  which  was  abet¬ 
ted  by  another  in  England.  That 
in  Scotland  wa6  headed  by  the  Earl 
of  Mar,  who  notwithftanding  his 
Profefficn  of  Loyalty  to  King  George , 
which  he  exprefTed  in  a  Letter  he 
wrote  to  him  on  his  Accellion, 
notwithftanding  his  having  taken 
the  Oaths  to  his  Majefty,  and 
ligned  the  Proclamation  declaring 
him  to  be  his  lawful  and  rightful 
Sovereign,  yet  being  not  taken  No¬ 
tice  of  as  he  defired,  as  he  was  one 
who  joined  in  the  Meafures  of 
the  late  Minifters,  he  about  the 
Beginning  of  Auguft  withdrew  from 
fondon  into  the  Highlands,  and  hav¬ 
ing  confulted  with  his  Friends,  and 
drawn  a  Number  of  Men  together, 
he  fet  up  the  Pretender's  Standard 
there,  September  6,  and  proclaimed 
him,  or  caufed  him  to  be  proclaim¬ 
ed,  firft  at  Brae-Mar,  then  at  Perth, 
Aberdeen ,  Dundee,  and  leveral  other 
Places.  The  Rebels  had  great  Ex¬ 
pectations  from  the  French  King, 
Lewis  XiV.  but  he  happened  to 
die  about  this  Time,  and  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  the  Regent,  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  cultivate  a  Friendlhip  with 
King  George,  this  was  a  great  Dil- 
couragement  to  them,  and  a  great 
Blow  to  their  Caul'e.  But  as  they 
£  e  had 
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hai  embarked  in  this  rafh  Under¬ 
taking,  and  had  kill  Hopes  that 
the  late  Duke  of  Ormond  would 
make  a  Defcentupon  Great-Britain, 
and  depended  upon  a  Riling  in 
England,  they  were  refoived  to 
pulh  their  Delign.  In  the  mean 
Time  General  Wightman,  who  was 
then  in  Scotland ,  had  Orders  to 
form  a  Camp  near  Stirling,  and 
diflrefs  the  Rebels  as  much  as  he 
could,  tid  the  Duke  of  Argyle’s 
Arrival. 

The  Infurredlion  in  the  Weft  of 
England,  the  feditious  Attempts  at 
Oxford  and  Bath,  the  Seizing  of 
Brifiol  and  Plymouth,  were  happi¬ 
ly  prevented  by  the  timely  Pre¬ 
cautions  of  the  Government  :  But 
in  the  North,  the  Earl  of  Dern-vent- 
<vjater,  the  Lord  Widdrington,  Mr. 
Forfer,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for 
Northumberland,  and  others,  ap¬ 
peared  in  Arms  in  October.  Though 
their  Numbers  were  but  fmall,  yet 
they  proclaimed  the  Pretender,  hr  ft 
at  IVarknvorth,  then  at  Morpeth, 
Hexham,  and  other  Places.  They 
were  all  Horfe,  not  being  able  to 
entertain  any  Foot  for  want  of 
Arms.  They  were  frit  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  Junction  of  fome  Lords 
from  the  Weft  of  Scotland,  who,  by 
the  Inflrudtions  of  Mar,  had  raifed 
fome  Forces  for  the  Pretender  ;  as 
the  Vifcount  Kenmure,  who  fet  up 
his  Standard  at  Loughmaben,  and 
the  Earls  of  Nithi/dale,  Carn-uoatb, 
and  Wintoun,  who  joined  the  Eng- 
UJh  Rebels  with  their  fmall  Force 
at  Rothbury.  Soon  after,  they 
marched  to  Kelfo  on  the  Borders, 
and  joined  a  Body  of  Highlanders, 
whom  Mar,  after  he  had  taken  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  fruitful  County  of 
Fife,  had  found  Means  to  fend  over 
the  Firth,  under  Mackintojh  ;  with 
whom  alfo  was  the  Lord  Nairn. 
General  Carpenter  being  fent  in 
Purfuit  of  the  Rebels,  with  Ho- 
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than? s  Regiment  of  Foot,  Cobban? 's, 
Molefworth’s,  and  Churchill's  Dra¬ 
goons,  arrived  at  Ne~ujcafle,  Octo¬ 
ber  1 8,  and  foon  fet  out  to  attack 
the  Rebels  at  Kelfo.  This  made 
them  leave  that  Place,  and 'march 
to  'Jedburgh.  They  were  much 
divided  in  their  Counfels.  Mack¬ 
intojh  was  for  engaging  the  King’s 
Forces,  under  General  Carpenter, 
which  were  inferior  in  Number  ; 
but  Forfer,  who  was  called  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Englijh  Rebels,  was  a- 
gainfl:  it.  Wintoun  was  for  march, 
mg  back  and  joining  the  Earl  of 
Mar,  but  the  Englifo  were  for  march¬ 
ing  into  England,  which  was  at  latt 
agreed  too  ;  and  when  the  Highlan¬ 
ders  perceived  it,  500  of  them  fe- 
parated  and  went  home.  From 
Jtdburgh  then  they  marched  to  Har- 
uvick,  thence  to  Langholme,  and 
thence'  to  Longtonvn,  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  Fill  endeavouring  to  avoid 
General  Carpenter,  who  was  in  Pur¬ 
fuit  of  them.  From  Longto-iun  they 
marched  to  Brampton,  and  then 
to  Penrith.  Here  the  Militia, 
though  double  their  Number,  in- 
ftead  of  oppofing  them,  as  they 
made  a  Shew  of  doing,  took  to  the  r 
Heels  and  ran  away.  From  Pen¬ 
rith  they  proceeded  to  Appleby,  be¬ 
ing  joined  but  by  a  few  in  all  thefe 
Marches  :  Then  to  Kendal,  and  fo 
to  Kirlylonfdale  ;  and  here  fome 
Lancajhire  Papifts  with  their  Ser¬ 
vants  and  Tenants  joining  them, 
they  marched  forward,  and  came  to 
Lancafler,  No-vetnber  7.  Here  having 
feized  fix  or  feven  Pieces  of  Cannon, 
they  proceeded  to  Prefen,  and  would 
have  gone,  farther,  but  were  fur- 
prized  by  the  Approach  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Wills  ;  and  fo  they  Ihut  them- 
felves  up  as  well  as  they  could  in 
the  Town,  barricadoing  the  Streets, 
and  making  a  proper  Difpofiticn 
of  their  Men  to  receive  the  Attack 
of  .the  King’s  Troops.  General 

Wills 
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IPiils  came  before  the  Town  on 
November  12,  and  ordered  Brigadier 
Honeyvuood  to  attack  that  End  of 
the  Town  which  leads  to  Wigan , 
and  Brigadier  Dormer,  that  which 
leads  to  Lancafier.  The  King’s 
Troops  fuffered  much  by  the  Re¬ 
bels  Fire  from  the  Windows.  But 
at  laft  the  Enemy  being  driven  from 
their  fir  ft  Barricade,  feveral  Houfes 
being  fet  on  Fire,  and  General  Car¬ 
penter  arriving,  they  were  foon  re¬ 
duced  to  the  Neceffity  of  furrrender- 
ing  to  the  King’s  Mercy.  They 
fent  out  to  capitulate  on  the  13th; 
but  General  Wills  told  them,  he 
would  not  treat  with  Rebels,  and 
no  other  Terms  would  be  granted 
but  fubmitting  Prifoners  at  Difcre- 
tion  ;  which  they  did  the  next  Day 
at  Seven  in  the  Morning,  and  lo 
were  difarmed  and  made  Prifoners, 
to  the  Number  of  463  Englijh,  and 
above  1000  Scots,  many  having 
found  Means  to  efcape.  Several 
were  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
Sides,  but  more  of  the  King’s  Troops 
than  of  the  Rebels,  who  were  every¬ 
where  under  Cover. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  became  of 
the  Rebels  in  Scotland.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  on  the  very  Day 
the  Rebels  were  fubdued  at  Frefion, 
Sunday ,  November  13,  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  with  about  4000  Men,  en¬ 
gaged  the  Rebel  Army  under  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  confifting  of  about 
8  or  9000,  at  Sheriffmuir,  near  Dum- 
blain,  about  four  Miles  from  Stir¬ 
ling.  The  Battle  was  obitinate 
and  bloody,  various  Accounts  were 
given  of  it,  and  both  Sides  claimed 
the  Victor)'.  What  is  certain  from 
all  the  Accounts  is  this,  that  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  with  the  Right 
of  his  Army,  foon  put  the  Left 
of  the  Enemy  to  the  Rout  ;  but 
whilft  he  was  purfuing  them  a  con- 
fiderable  Way  with  great  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  the  Right  of  the  Rebels  had 
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the  better  of  the  Left  of  the  Roy¬ 
al  Army,  and  made  fuch  terrible 
Havock  among  them,  that  they  had 
like  to  have  been  all  cut  off.  But 
that,  upon  the  Whole,  the  King’s 
Forces  had  the  Advantage,  appears 
by  the  Confequences  :  For  the  Earl 
of  Mar,  immediately  after  the  Bat¬ 
tle,  retreated  to  Perth,  and  his  De- 
lign  of  crofting  the  Forth  was  entirely 
fruftrated,  and  never  afterwards  at¬ 
tempted.  The  Earl  of  Hay,  Brother 
to  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  was  in  the 
Adtion,  behaved  with  great  Intre¬ 
pidity,  and  was  wounded  in  his  Arm 
and  Side.  Among  the  Sia  n  were 
Colonel  Hamers  and  Captain  Arm- 
fir  ong,  his  Grace’s  Aid  de  Camp. 
About  Soo  of  the  Rebels  were  killed* 
and  many  made  Prifoners,  among 
whom  were  feveral  Gentlemen. 
About  the  fame  Time,  the  Lord 
Lovat  took Invernefs from  the  Rebels, 
which  was  a  Place  of  great  Import¬ 
ance. 

The  reft  of  November,  and  all 
December,  both  Sides  remained  quiet 
in  their  Quarters*  the  Duke  of  Ar¬ 
gyle  at  Stirling,  and  the  Earl  of 
Mar  at  Perth.  In  the  mean  Time, 
on  December  22,  the  Pretender  ar¬ 
rived,  in  a  Dunkirk  Privateer,  at 
Peterhead  in  Scotland,  where  he  was 
prefently  met  and  complimented  by 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  the  Earl  Ma- 
refchal.  General  Hamilton,  and  other 
of  his  Adherents.  From  Peterhead 
he  went  to  Fcterc.JJe,  on  "January  6, 
to  Dundee,  and  from  thence  to  Scoon, 
two  Miles  from  Perth.  Here  he 
publilhed  feveral  Proclamations, 
particularly  one  for  a  Convention 
of  the  States,  and  another  for  his 
Coronation,  and  affumed  other  Adis 
of  Royalty  ;  which  were  all  at  an 
End  almoft  as  foon  as  they  were 
vainly  ufurped  :  For  towards  the 
End  of  January,  the  Duke  of  Ar¬ 
gyle,  afiifted  by  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Cadogan,  and  other  General 

E  e  2  Officers, 
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Officers,  who  were  fent  down  to 
him,  and  reinforced  by  a  good  Train 
of  Artillery,  and  the  Dutch  Troops 
lately  landed,  marching  from  Stir¬ 
ling  to  attack  the  Rebels  at  Perth  ; 
who  now  no  longer  expefted  Af- 
liftance  from  France,  upon  his  Ap¬ 
proach,  they  abandoned  the  Place, 
and  retired  with  the  Pretender  to 
Dundee,  and  from  thence  to  Mon- 
trofe,  where  finding  they  were  clofe- 
ly  purfued  by  the  King’s  Forces,  on 
February  14,  the  Pretender,  with  the 
Earls  of  Mar  and  Melfort,  the  Lord 
Drummond,  and  feme  other  Chiefs, 
found  Means  to  make  their  Efcape 
in  a  French  Ship  which  lay  there  ; 
foon  after  which  the  Rebels  difperfed, 
fome  fubmitted,  and  fome  were  taken 
Prifoners. 

The  chief  of  the  Rebels  taken 
at  Prejion  were  brought  up  to 
London.  When  they  came  near 
the  City,  they  were  all  pinioned 
with  Cords,  their  Horfes  being 
led  by  Foot  Soldiers,  and  fo  made 
a  miferable  Proceffion  amidft  num- 
berlefs  Spectators.  Among  them 
was  their  General  ForJier,  as  alfo 
the  Earls  of  Derwentwater,  Nithif- 
dale,  Carnwath  and  Wintoun ,  Vif- 
count  Kenmv.re,  and  the  Lords 
Widdrington  and  Nairn.  The  No¬ 
blemen  were  fent  to  the  Power, 
and  the  relt  to  Newgate  and  other 
Prifons.  The  Parliament  meet¬ 
ing  January  9,  the  feven  Lords 
were  prefen tly  impeached  of  High- 
Treafon.  All  pleaded  guilty  but 
Wintoun,  who  flood  a  Trial  and 
was  caft  ;  and  fo  they  had  all  Sen¬ 
tence  of  Death  palled  on  them 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper, 
who  was  appointed  Lord  Pligh- 
Stevvard  upon  the  Occafion.  Der¬ 
went  water  and  Kenmure  were  be¬ 
headed  on  Power- Hill,  February  24, 
1715-16.  Nithifdale,  who  v. as  to 
have  been  executed  with  them, 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  make 
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his  Efcape  out  of  the  Power  the 
Night  before,  oifguifed  in  Wo¬ 
man’s  Apparel,  with  a  Ridinghood 
over  it.  Wintoun  efcaped  from  the 
fame  Prifon  afterwards,  as  did  For¬ 
Jier  and  Mackintojh  out  of  New¬ 
gate.  Some  were  executed  in  the 
Country,  11  at  Prejion,  fix  at  Wi¬ 
gan,  and  five  at  Manchejier.  A  few 
were  hanged  at  Pybum,  particular¬ 
ly  one  Gafcoign,  Colonel  Oxburgh, 
Mr.  Paul  a  Clergyman,  and  Mr. 
Hall,  who  had  been  a  Juftice  of 
Peace.  In  Ihort,  fome  who  were 
found  guilty  were  tranfported, 
others  reprieved  ;  fome  were  ac¬ 
quitted  on  their  Trial  ;  and 
thofe  who  were  untried  or  re¬ 
prieved,  continued  Objects  of  his 
Majefty’s  Clemency,  and  had  the 
Benefit  of  the  Act  of  Grace  that 
afterwards  palled.  But  the  Earl  of 
Mar,  the  Marquefs  of  Pillibardine, 
and  fome  others  who  fled  from 
Scotland,  were  attaint.d  by  Aft  of 
Parliament.  There  having  been 
fome  jarring  in  Council  about  the 
Execution  cf  the  condemned  Lords, 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham  was,  foon 
after,  removed  from  being  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Council,  and  his 
Son,  the  Lord  Finch,  from  being 
one  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Treafurv.  > 

I  ihall  now  take  Notice,  that 
the  End  of  the  Year  1715  was  re¬ 
markable  for  a  very  hard  and  fe- 
vere  Froft.  It  began  towards  the 
End  of  November,  and.  continued 
till  February.  The  Phames  was  fo 
congealed,  that  Multitudes  of  Peo¬ 
ple  walked  over  it,  and  there  were 
beaten  Paths  on  the  frozen  River 
from  the  Bridge  to  D  \ hiieball ;  a  great 
many  Booths  were  erefted  upon  it, 
which,  with  the  Numbers  of  Peo¬ 
ple  daily  frequenting  it,  made  it 
look  like  one  continued  Fair;  and 
two  whole  Oxen  were  roafted  up¬ 
on  it. 

Robert 
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Robert  Walpole,  Efq;  was  fome 
Time  before  made  Fir.fi  Commif- 
fioner  of  the  Treafury  and  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer.  And  about 
the  fame  Time  the  Parliament  of 
Irejand  attainted  James  Butler,  late 
Duke  of  Ormond,  of  High-Treafon, 
and  confiscated  his  Eftates  in  that 
Kingdom. 

T  he  good  Archbifhop  Tennifon 
died  about  the  Endof  the  fame  Year, 
aged  8 1 ,  and  was  fucceeded  in  the 
ArchbifhoDrick  of  Canterbury  by  Dr. 
Wake ,  B.'^bop  of  Lincoln.  And  in 
April,  1 7 id,  that  great  Lawyer  and 
Statefman,  John  Lord  Sommers,  de¬ 
parted  this  Life. 

A  few  Weeks  after,  the  King 
gave  the  Royal  Affent  to  an  Adit 
for  enlarging  the  Time  of  Continu¬ 
ance  of  Parliaments.  This  is  the 
famous  Septennial  Adi,  whereby  this 
and  future  Parliaments  were  con¬ 
tinued  feven  Years,  unlefs  fooner 
dilfolved  by  the  Crown,  in  fie  ad  of 
three  Years,  as  by  the  Triennial  Adi 
paffed  in  the  Reign  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam,  There  were  great  and  long 
Debates  upon  this  Septennial  Bill 
in  both  Houfes,  and  many  Lords 
entered  their  Protefts  againft  it. 
And  though  it  feemed  neceffary  at 
that  Juncture,  when,  by  reafon  of 
the  feditious  and  rebellious  Spirit 
that  ftill  appeared  in  the  Nation, 
efpecially  among  the  common  Sort, 
a  new  fcleftion  might  have  thrown 
the  Kingdom  into  a  Flame  ;  )et  it 
has  been  thought  by  many,  that,  in 
Time,  it  may '  prove  dangerous 
to  the  Conftitution,  as  it  mult  give 
Miniilers  a  gi eater  Influence  over 
Parliaments. 

The  Parliament  was  prorogued 
on  June  z6.  About  which  Time, 
among  other  Creations,  Sir  Richard 
Onflow  was  made  a  Baron,  and  the 
Earl  of  Portland  was  railed  to  the 
Dignity  of  a  Duke  :  General  Ca- 
dogan,  who  had  fignal  zed  himfelf 
in  Queen  Anne’s  War,  and  had 
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been  very  ferviceable  in  fuppreffing 
the  Rebellion  in  Scotland,  was  alio 
made  a  Lord,  and  afterwards  an 
Earl :  And  Sir  Henry  St.  John,  Fa¬ 
ther  to  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke,  was 
created  Baron  of  Batterjea.  Much 
about  the  fame  Time,  the  Lady 
Schulenburg  was  made  Dutchefs  of 
Munfler  in  Ireland-,  and  Prince Ernefl, 
the  King’s  Brother,  and  Bifhop  of 
Ofnaburgh,  was  created  Duke  of 
York,  and  was  afterwards  made 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  together  with 
Prince  Frederick,  Son  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales, 

The  Claufe  in  the  A£l  of  Settle¬ 
ment,  svhereby,  after  it  took  Place, 
the  Sovereign  was  not  to  go  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  without  Confent 
of  Parliament,  was  repealed  at  the 
End  of  the  Seffion  j  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  having  conftituted  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Guardian  of  the  Realm 
in  his  Abfence,  on  July  7,  fet  out 
for  his  German  Dominions  :  He 
vifited  them  again  in  1719,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  fo  almoft  every  Year 
after. 

Though  the  Rebellion  was  hap¬ 
pily  crufhed,  the  Spirit  of  it  ftill 
remained,  and  difeovered  itfelf  in 
Mobs,  Riots,  and  Tumults,  which 
the  loofe  diforderly  Multitude  were 
very  ready  to  run  into,  ever  fince 
Sacheverel  s  Affair.  'Fo  ftem  the 
Torrent  of  thefe  Mobs,  the  Whigs, 
and  th  ofe  well  affefted  to  the  Ha¬ 
nover  Succeffion,  had  even  in  the 
laft  Reign  began  to  form  themfelves 
into  Clubs  or  Societies,  which  ufed 
to  mett  at  feveral  Houfes  in  the 
City  and  Suburbs,  called  Mug- 
Houfes,  from  the  Veffcl  they  ufed 
to  drink  out  of,  when  whiggilh 
Healths  were  toafted.  Thefe  Soci¬ 
eties  were  kept  up  and  increafed 
after  his  Majefty’s  Acccfiion,  when 
the  Rabble  became  more  furious 
in  Proportion  to  the  Difappoint- 
ment  and  Defpair  of  their  Party. 
The  Roebuck  in  Cheapfide  was  one 
E  e  3  of 
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of  the  moll  famous  of  thefe  Mttg- 
Hou/es,  and  that  in  Salifbury-Court, 
became  fo  by  the  following  Cir- 
cumltance.  The  Company  there 
having,  on  fome  Occasion,  given 
a  mere  than  ordinary  Demonftra- 
tion  of  their  Affection  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Royal  Family,  the 
JVIob  on  the  other  Side  were  fo 
enraged,  that,  on  July  20,  they 
came  and  attacked  the  Mug-'Houfe, 
which  was  kept  by  one  Mr.  Read, 
and  would  have  demolilhed  it,  if 
the  Company  there  had  not  fent 
for  a  Reinforcement  from  the  Mug- 
Houfe  in  Tanjifack-Street .  This 
made  them  fly  for  the  prefent, 
though  many  of  them  returned  2nd 
kept  hovering  about  the  Houfe  the 
following  Days.  At  lafl,  on  the 
23d,  one  Vaughan,  who  had  been 
a  Bluecoat-Boy  at  Bridewell-Hofpi- 
tal,  in  (ligated  the  Mob  to  go  to 
th e  Mug- Houfe,  and  revenge  their 
late  Affront.  They  followed  him 
with  loud  Huzzas  of  High-Church 
and  Ormond,  and  Down  with  the 
Mug-Hcufes.  Mr.  Read,  finding 
they  intended  to  pull  down  the 
Houfe,  bid  them  keep  off,  or  elfe 
he  would  fire  amongft  them  ;  but 
they  not  regarding  him,  he  let  off 
his  Piece,  and  killed  Vaughan  on  the 
Spot,  for  which  he  was  afterwards 
tried  and  acquitted.  The  Mob  Rill 
continuing  their  Outrages,  break¬ 
ing  the  Windows,  pulling  down 
the  Sign,  gutting  the  Houfe,  and 
breaking  and  deftroying  the 
Goods,  the  Sheriffs  of  London  came 
and  ordered  the  Proclamation  a- 
gainll  Riots  to  be  read  ;  but  this 
not  availing,  a  Party  of  the  Guards 
^vere  ordered  to  march  to  the  Place, 
and  as  foon  as  they  appeared,  the 
Mob  aifperfed  :  But  five  of  the 
Riotprs  were  taken,  who  being 
tried  and  found  guilty,  were  hang¬ 
ed  at  the  End  of  Salijhury-Court, 
in  September  3  which  feafonable 
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Piece  of  Severity  put  an  effect 
tual  Stop  to  all  Riot  ng  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

WhiHl  his  Majefty  was  abroad, 
the  Treaty  of  Defenfive  Alliance 
between  Great-Britain-,  France  and 
Holland,  called  the  ‘Triple  Alliance , 
was  figned.  The  King  returning 
in  January,  1 716-17,  the  Nation 
was  loon  alarmed  with  an  intended 
Invafion  from  Sweden ,  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender  ;  which  his  Majefiy 
communicated  to  the  Council. 
Upon  this,  fome  fufpedted  Perfons 
were  taken  up,  and  Count  Gyl- 
lembcrg,  the  Swedifh  Envoy  here, 
was  put  under  Arreft,  and  all  his 
Papers  feized.  Baron  Gortz,  Mi- 
niiter  and  Favourite  of  the  King  cf 
Sweden,  had  been  in  Holland  ;  and 
was  coming  over  to  England,  to 
afiift  Gytlemberg  in  the  Confpiracy  ; 
but  hearing  what  had  happened  to 
him,  and  finding  their  Projects 
were  difeovered,  he  returned  to  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  upon  the  Britijh  Mini- 
fier’s  Application  to  the  States, 
Gortz,,  with  his  two  Secretaries, 
and  all  his  Papers,  were  feized 
at  Arnheim,  in  Gueldcrland,  after 
flying  from  Place  to  Place  to  avoid 
the  Purfuit  he  knew  w;as  made  af¬ 
ter  him.  This  Gortz  was  the  prinT 
cipal  Projector,  as  well  as  Con¬ 
ductor,  of  the  treacherous  Defign  5 
and  by  his  and  Gylkmberg' s  Papers 
the  whole  Plot  was  diicovered. 
The  Parliament  met,  February  20, 
when,  by  his  Majefty’s  Command, 
Copies  of  Letters  between  Count  G)  1- 
lernberg,  the  Barons  Gortz,  Sparr, 
and  others,  relating  to  the  Dejign  of 
raifing  a  Rebellion  in  his  Mayefy's 
Don. inions,  to  be  fupported  by  a.  Force 
from  Sweden,  were  laid  before  the 
TIoufe.  Soon  after  a  Bill  paffed 
to  prohibit  all  Commerce  with 
Sweden,  and  a  Squadron  was  fit¬ 
ted  out,  and  fent  to  block  up  the 
Swedi/h  Ships  in  their  Harbours. 

I  fnall 
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I  lhall  juft  obferve  here,  that  the 
Animofity  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
was  thought  by  fome  to  be  oc- 
caft  >ned  by  the  Purchafe  of  Bre¬ 
men  and  Verden  of  the  Danes,  who 
had  taken  them  from  the  Swedes  : 
Eut  upon  the  Revolution  in  Swe¬ 
den,  a'ter  the  Death  of  Charles  XII. 
who  was  killed  by  a  Shot  in  the 
Plead  before  Frederickjba.il ,  the  Pur¬ 
chafe  of  thofe  Diftriils  was  con¬ 
firmed  to  his  Britannick  Majefty, 
in  Confideration  of  a  Sum  of  Mo¬ 
ney  to  be  paid  to  Sweden.  To  re¬ 
turn  : 

On  April  3,  the  King  fent  aMef- 
fage  to  the  Commons  for  a  Supply, 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  good 
fuch  Engagements  with  other  Princes 
and  States,  as  may  prevent  the  pre- 
fent  Danger  from  Sweden,  and ,  as 
far  as  pojfble,  the  like  Apprehenfions 
for  the  future.  After  long  and 
warm  Debates  on  this  Meffage,  it 
was  refolved,  that  250,000 /.  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  tor  the  Pur- 
pofe  therein  mentioned  :  But  it  was 
carried  by  a  Majority  of  only  four 
Voices. 

This  fmall  Majority  was  owing 
to  a  Mifunaerftanding,  about  this 
Time,  among  the  Courtiers.  To 
whatever  Caule  it  was  owing,  it  is 
certain  there  was  fame  Difference 
between  the  King’s  Friends,  which 
occafioned  the  Removal  of  fome, 
and  the  Refignation  of  others.  So 
long  ago  as  in  December,  the  L  rd 
Townjkend,  on  the  Arr.val  ol  an 
Exnrefs  iiom  Hanover,  was  removed 

t  .  . 

from  his  Place  of  Principal  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  to  the  gi eat  Surprize 
of  moft  People  :  And  though  after 
the  King’s  Return,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  yet 
immediately  after  the  Debate  on 
the  abovementioned  Supply,  he 
was  removed  from  that  Poll  alfo  ; 
upon  which  Robert  Walpole,  Eiq; 
Mr.  Methuen,  ar.d  Mr.  Pulteney,  re- 
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figned  their  refpeflive  Employ¬ 
ments;  as  did,  foon  after,  the  Duke 
of  Devonjhire  his  Place  of  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Council.  And  now 
General  Stanhope,  who  was  foon 
after  created  a  Baron  and  Vifcount, 
and  afterwards  an  Earl,  was  made 
Firft  Commiftioner  of  the  Treafury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  the 
other  favourite  Minifter,  and  Jo- 
feph  Addifon,  Eiq;  Secretaries  of 
State.  One  of  thoie  who  refigned, 
in  a  frelh  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  about  the  Supply  againll 
Sweden,  raid,  9  hat  having  refgned 
his  Place,  that  he  might  a.dt  with  the 
Freedom  becoming  an  Englilhman, 
he  could  not  forbear  declaring  againjl 
granting  a  Supply  in  a  Manner  al¬ 
together  unparliamentary  and  un¬ 
precedented  :  That  he  could  not  per- 
Juade  himfelf  that  any  Englilhman 
advifed  his  MajeJly  to  fend  fuch  a 
Meffage  ;  but  he  doubled  not  but  the 
Refolutions  of  a  Britilh  Parliament 
would  make  a  German  Minifry 
tremble. 

The  Parliament,  at  his  Majefty’s 
Defire,  had  adjourned  from  April 
16,  to  May  6  ;  when  being  met, 
he,  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  made  a  Speech  to  both 
Koufes  :  And  Mr.  Lechmere,  in  his 
Speech,  when  he  moved  for  an 
Addrefs  of  Thanks,  having  in- 
finuated  fome  Keflecftions  on  thofe 
who  had  refigned  their  Places,  as 
if  they  deugned  to  diftrefs  the 
King’s  Affairs,  Mr.  Walpole,  to 
vindicate  himfelf,  faid,  That  Peo¬ 
ple  had  often  been  refefied  j.|£v 
for  accepting  Places,  to  carry  on 
Defgns  againjl  the  Intcreft  of  their 
Country  ;  but  he  never  heard  a  Matt 
found  fault  vftth  for  laying  down, 
one  of  the  moft  profitable  Employ¬ 
ments  of  the  Kingdom  ;  That  for  hit 
overt  Part,  if  he  would  have  com¬ 
plied  with  fome  Meaftres ,  it  vs  as 
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not  in  the  Power  of  any  of  the  pre- 
Jent  Minifiers  to  remove  him  ;  but 
that  he  had  Reajons  for  refigning , 
with  which  he  had  acquainted  his 
Majedy,  and  which  he  might,  at  a 
proper  Time,  explain  to  that  Houfe  : 
And  in  the  mean  while,  his  Conduct 
would  Jhew,  that  he  never  intended 
either  to  make  the  King  uneafy,  or  to 
embarrafs  his  Affairs  :  Which  De¬ 
claration  was  well  liked  by  the  King’s 
Friends. 

Sir  John  Trevor,  Maher  of  the 
Rolls,  dying  on  May  2Q,  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyll  was  made  Mailer  of  the  Rolls 
in  his  Room. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  had 
been  near  two  Years  a  Prifoner  in 
the  Tower,  took  the  favourable  Op¬ 
portunity  of  the  Diffention  among 
his  Enemies,  to  petition  for  his  Tri¬ 
al  ;  which  was  accordingly  brought 
on.  Wefminfter-Hall  being  prepared 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Cowper  being  appointed 
Lord  High-  Steward,  the  Prifoner, 
on  June  24,  was  brought  from  the 
Tower  by  Water,  and  conduced  to 
the  Bar  ;  when  Mr.  Hampden,  one 
of  the  Managers  for  the  Commons, 
recapitulated  the  Charge  again!!  the 
Lari  in  a  long  Speech.  Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyll  was  proceeding  to  make  good 
the  firlt  Article  ;  but  the  Lord  Har- 
court  having  made  a  Motion  pre¬ 
vious  thereto.  That  the  Commons  be 
mot  permitted  to  proceed,  in  order  to 
make  good  the  Articles  agaittf  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  for  High  Crimes 
and  Mifdemeanors,  unlill  Judgement 
he  firft  given  vpon  the  Articles  for 
High-Treafon  ;  which,  after  a  long 
Debate,  was  carried  in  the  Affirma¬ 
tive  :  There  arofe  upon  this  a  Dif¬ 
ference  between  the  two  Houfes,  the 
Commons  being  refojved  to  proceed 
in  their  own  Way,  and  the  Lords  as 
Jlreniioufy  adhering  to  theirs.  At 
lah,  the  Beginning  of  July,  the 
Lords  proceeded  to  the  Trial,  and 


three  Proclamations  were  made  for 
the  Accufers  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to 
appear  and  make  good  the  Articles 
of  impeachment  ;  but  nobody  ap¬ 
pearing,  his  Lordlhip  w'as,  by  the 
unanimous  Voice  of  all  the  Peers 
prefent,  difeharged  of  the  High 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  as  well 
as  of  the  H'gh-Treafon.  However, 
the  Commons  addrelfed  the  King  to 
except  the  Earl  of  Oxford  out  of  the 
Adt  of  Grace  ;  with  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  complied. 

A  famous  Controverfy  was  be¬ 
gun  and  carried  on  this  Year,  oc- 
cafioned  by  Dr.  Headley  Bifhop  of 
Bangor's  Sermon  before  the  King, 
intitied,  The  Nature  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Chrifl,  Ihewing  it  not  to  be 
of  this  World.  A  great  Noife  was 
made  about  this  Sermon,  and  in¬ 
numerable  Pamphlets  were  wrote 
on  both  Sides.  The  Bilhop  was 
generally  thought  to  have  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  his  Antagoniils,  who,  not 
content  with  their  Oppofition  in  a 
private  Capacity,  thought  to  have 
lilenced  him  by  means  of  the  Con¬ 
vocation.  The  Lower  Houfe  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a 
Reprefentation  to  the  Upper  Houfe, 
againll  the  Pofitions  advanced  in 
his  Sermon,  and  in  his  Prefervative 
againfl  the  Principles  and  Practices 
of  the  Nonjurors.  The  Committee 
cenfured  both  ;  but  to  put  an  End 
to  thefe  Heats,  the  Convocation 
was  prorogued,  and  have  fcarce 
ever  fat  fince.  However,  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  was  print¬ 
ed,  which  was  anfwered  by  the 
Bifhop. 

On  November  7,  her  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales  was 
brought  to-bed  of  a  Prince,  who 
on  the  28th  was  chriftened  by  the 
Name  of  George -Willi am,  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Duke  of  Newcafle, 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Houlhold, 
being  Godfathers,  and  the  Dutch¬ 
es 
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efs  of  St.  Alban's  Godmother.  By 
fume  Circumflance  or  other,  after 
the  Chrillening  was  over,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  fell  un¬ 
der  his  Majefty’s  Difpleafure,  info- 
much  that  he  was  ordered  to  leave 
St.  Janies' s  ;  which  he  did,  and 
went  and  refided  at  Leicefer-Houfe, 
with  the  Princefs  his  Confort,  who, 
to  be  fure,  would  chufe  to  go  with 
him,  though  it  was  fignified  to  her 
that  fhe  might  flay  at  St.  James's  as 
long  as  lhe  judged  convenient.  The 
young  Princeis,  and  the  young 
Prince,  who  died  in  February  follow¬ 
ing,  remained  at  St.  James's  with 
his  Majefty  ;  Orders  having  been 
given,  that  her  Royal  Highnefs 
might  come  and  fee  them  as  often  as 
fhe  would.  After  this,  whenever  the 
King  went  abroad,  he  committed  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government 
to  Lords  Juftices.  This  Difference 
farther  divided  the  Friends  of  the 
Royal  Family  ;  For  as  all  in  the 
King’s  Service  were  forbid  to  vifit 
the  Prince’s  Court  at  Lcicefer- 
Houfe ,  moll  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs’s  Servants  forbore  going  to  St. 
James's. 

Towards  the  End  of  this  Year, 
a  Proclamation  was  publifhed  for 
lowering  the  Gold  Coin  ;  where¬ 
by  Guineas,  that  before  went  for 
one-and-twenty  Shillings  and  Six¬ 
pence,  were  ordered  for  the  future 
to  go  for  one-and-;we,.ty  Shil¬ 
lings. 

The  Marquifs .  de  Paleotti,  an 
Italian,  and  Brother  to  the  Du- 
chefs  of  Shre-wfury,  having  been 
tried,  conviited  and  condemned 
for  the  Murder  of  his  Servant, 
was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  March 
17,  1717-18.  Great  Intercefiicn 

was  made  for  him  by  his  Sifter 
the  Dcchefs,  and  fome  foreign 
Minifters ;  but  his  Chara&er  was 
fo  deteftable,  that  all  the  Favour 
he  could  obtain,  was  to  be  executed 
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by  himfelf ;  which  was  according¬ 
ly  done  about  Eight  o’Clock  in 
the  Morning.  The  fame  Day  a 
Criminal  of  another  Kind  was 
executed,  one  James  Shepherd,  a 
young  Man  under  Twenty,  who, 
by  frequenting  Jacobite  Conven¬ 
ticles,  and  reading  their  Books, 
had  worked  himfelf  up  to  fuch  a 
wicked  Enthufiafm,  that  he  would 
have  undertaken  to  affaffinate  the 
King,  which,  in  his  Letter  to  Mr. 
Leake,  a  Nonjuring  Clergyman, 
he  infolently  called  Smiting  the 
Ufurper  in  his  Palace .  Leake  be¬ 
ing  fufficiently  terrified  at  fuch  a 
Letter,  which  was  left  for  him 
at  his  Lodgings,  went  and  com¬ 
municated  the  Contents  of  it  to 
/Sir  John  Fryer ,  an  Alderman  of 
London,  who  advifed  him  to  feize 
the  young  Traitor,  when  he  came 
for  an  Anfwer  ;  which  he  did,  and 
carried  him  before  the  Alderman, 
who  committed  him  to  Newgale. 
Shepherd  was  fo  far  from  repenting 
of  his  Treafon,  that  upon  his  Trial 
he  owned  the  execrable  Defign,  and 
gloried  in  it. 

Earl  Ccwper  refigned  the  Great 
Seal  in  April,  1718,  which,  after 
having  been  for  a  fnort  Time  in 
Commiflion,  was  given  to  Thomas 
Lord  Parker,  Lord  Chief- Ju dice  of 
the  King  s-Bench,  afterwards  crea¬ 
ted  Earl  of  Macclesfield ;  who  was 
fucceeded,  as  Lord  Chief-Juftice, 
by  Sir  John  Pratt.  About  the  fame 
Time,  Mr.  Lechmere  was  made 
Attorney-General,  in  the  Room 
of  Sir  Edward  Northey  ;  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  Preftdent  of  the 
Council  and  Firft  Commiffioner  of 
the  Treafury  ;  John  Aifabie,  Efq; 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Lord 
Stanhope  and  James  Craggs  junior, 
Efq;  Secretaries  of  State  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  the  Room  of  JoJeph  Addi- 
fon,  Efq;  to  whofe  thoughtful 
and  fpeculative  Genius  the  Fa- 
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tigue  of  that  Office  was  not  very 
agreeable. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  Eyes  a 
little  to  foreign  Affairs,  in  which 
Great-Britain  had  a  confider- 
able  Share.  King  Philip  of  Spain , 
taking  Advantage  of  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  being  engaged  in  a  War 
with  the  'Turks,  had  laft  Year  in¬ 
vaded  Sardinia  ;  which  proba¬ 
bly  he  would  not  have  done, 
if  the  glorious  Victory,  which 
Prince  Eugene  had  obtained  over 
the  Turks  at  Belgrade ,  had  been 
known  at  the  Court  of  Spain. 
This  open  Hoftilicy  againft  the 
Emperor,  put  the  Courts  of  Great- 
Britain ,  France ,  and  the  States- 
General,  upon  concerting  Meafures 
to  rellore  and  preferve  the  Tran¬ 
quillity  of  Europe.  And  fo  after 
a  Peace  had  been  concluded  and 
figned  at  PaJJaronvitx,  July  2,  this 
Year,  between  the  Imperial  and 
Ottoman  Courts,  by  the  Media¬ 
tion  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain 
and  the  States-General,  the  Qua¬ 
druple  Alliance,  or  mutual  Gua¬ 
rantee,  between  the  Emperor, 
Great- Britain,  France  and  Holland, 
was  iigned  at  London,  on  the  2  2d 
of  the  fame  Month.  It  was  called 
the  Quadruple  Alliance,  though  the 
States-General  were  then  only 
named  in  it  as  one  of  the  Con- 
tradiing  Parties,  it  not  being  doubt¬ 
ed  b  ut  they  would  come  into  it. 
Previous  to  this  Treaty,  was  a 
Convention  between  his  Britannick 
Majefty  and  the  Moll  Chrillian 
King,  for  fettling  the  Terms  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  between  his  Imperial  Majefty 
and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  King  of 
Sicily.  This  Convention  was  in- 
ferted  in  the  Treaty  cf  London,  or 
Quadruple  Alliance  and  declared, 
that  the  Invafion  of  Sardinia  was 
a  Breach  of  the  Neutrality  of 
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Italy  ;  that  Sicily  fhotild  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  Emperor,  and 
Sardinia,  in  lieu  thereof,  given  t« 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  :  And  the  Suc- 
cefficn  to  the  Duchies  of  Parma 
and  Tvfcany  was  fettled  cn  the 
Queen  of  Spain  s  Son,  upon  Failure 
of  Heirs  in  thofe  Houfes,  pro¬ 
vided  the  King  of  Spain  entered 
into  the  Treaty  by  a  certain  Time. 
To  fecure  the  EfFedls  of  this  Trea¬ 
ty,  Great-Britain  fent  out  two 
ftrong  Squadrons  of  Men  of  War, 
one  under  Sir  George  Byng  to  the 
Mediterranean,  and  the  other  to  the 
Baltick,  under  Sir  John  Norris  ; 
fame  of  the  Powers  in  the  North 
being  then  on  ill  Terms  with  Great- 
Britain. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  King 
of  Spain ,  forefeeing  that  Sicily  was 
to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Emperor, 
refolved,  by  the  Advice  of  Cardi¬ 
nal  Alberoni,  then  Prime  Miniftet 
in  Spain,  to  feize  if  for  himfelf. 
Accordingly  he  fitted  out  a  Fleet, 
which  made  a  Defcent  upon  that 
Ifland,  the  Beginning  of  July,  and 
reduced  Palermo  and  feveral  other 
Places.  But  while  they  were  bu fy 
in  attacking  the  Citadel  of  Mejftna, 
the  Englijh  Fleet,  commanded  by 
Sir  George  Byng,  came  up,  and  af¬ 
ter  Warning  given  to  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  to  no  Purpofe,  to  defill  from 
their  Enterprize,  there  enfuea  a 
bloody  E  gagement,  on  July  31, 
in  which  the  Spanijh  Fleet  vvas 
entirely  defeated,  i  he  King  of 
Spain,  by  his  Attem;  t  upon  Sicily, 
had  violated  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
and  the  Neutrality  of  Italy,  of  which 
the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  was 
one  of  the  Guarantees  ;  yet  this 
fudden  Blow  was  highly  refenced 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  a3  a  Rup¬ 
ture  mult  necefl'arily  be  the  Co.n- 
fequence,  War  was  declared  againft 
Spain,  in  December  following,  both 
by  Great-Britain  and  France.  And 
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though  there  enfued  many  Congreffes, 
Treaties  and  Conventions,  to  bring 
Matters  to  an  Accommodation,  yet 
there  has  been  more  orlefs  a  Mifun- 
derftanding  between  Spain  and  us 
ever  lince. 

The  Parliament  met  in  November, 
and  they  had  not  fat  long,  before 
Earl  Stanhope  offered  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  a  Bill for  flrengthening  the  Pro - 
teflant  Interef  in  thefe  Kingdoms  ; 
importing,  in  Subllance,  a  Repeal 
of  the  Occafonal  Conformity  and 
Schifm  Bills,  which,  towards  the  End 
of  the  lalt  Reign  had  been  enatted  a- 
gainll  the  Diffenters.  This  Bill, 
after  long  Debates,  paffed  both 
Houfes,  and  received  the  Royal  A f- 
fent  in  February,  1718-19. 

In  this  Seffion  alfo  were  great 
Pebates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
about  the  Bill  for  limiting  the  Peer¬ 
age  ;  which  was  favoured  by  the 
Court,  though  it  imported  fome 
Reftraint  upon  the  Prerogative  of 
the  Crown.  In  the  next  Seffion, 
this  Bill  paffed  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Com¬ 
mons. 

On  March  to,  his  Majelly  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Parliament,  that  he 
had  received  Intelligence  from  the 
French  King,  of  an  Invafion  in¬ 
tended  from  Spain  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender.  Both  Houfes  gave  his 
Majelly  the  ftrongefl  Affiurances  of 
Affiilance,  and  immediate  Orders 
were  given  for  fitting  out  a  good 
Squadron  of  Men  of  War  ;  the 
Troops  marched  to  guard  the  Coails, 
four  Regiments  were  brought  over 
from  Ireland,  two  Swijs  Battalions 
arrived  in  the  River  “Thames ,  and 
three  Dutch  Battalions  landed  in  the 
North  of  England.  Beudcs  this,  the 
French  King  and  the  Governor  of 
the  dufrian  Netherlands  ordered  Bo¬ 
dies  of  Troops  to  march,  fo  as 
to  be  in  a  Readinefs  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  England  upon  Occaiion. 
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Thefe  Preparations  made  by  the 
King  and  his  Allies  had  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  defeated  the  Inva¬ 
fion,  had  it  taken  Efiedl.  But  the 
Winds  were  beforehand  with  them, 
and  hindered  the  Execution  of  the 
Defign  :  For  the  Spanijb  Fleet  of 
about  50  Tranfports,  convoyed  by 
four  Men  of  War,  having  on  board 
the  late  Duke  of  Ormond,  about 
5000  Men,  and  Arms  for  twice 
their  Number,  failing  from  Cadiz , 
was  entirely  difperfed  by  a  violent 
Storm,  which  lafted  48  Hours. 
However,  the  late  Earls  of  Sea- 
forth  and  MareJ'chal,  and  the  Mar- 
quifs  of  T illibardinc,  landed  at  Kin- 
tail  in  Scotland,  with  about  400 
Men,  moltly  Spaniards,  from  on 
board  two  Tranfports,  and  quickly 
got  together  above  1600  High¬ 
landers ■  But  Major-General  Wight- 
man  coming  upon  them,  foon  drove 
them  from  their  Faftjiefles,  and  dif¬ 
perfed  them  ;  about  300  of  the 
Spaniards  furrendering  Prifoners  at 
Diicretion.  As  to  Seaforth,  Ma- 
refchal  and  Tillibatdine,  they  made 
the  bell  of  their  Way  to  the  illands, 
from  whence  they  found  Means 
to  tranlport  themfelves  back  into 
Spain. 

The  Parliament  was  prorogued 
on  April  18,  about  which  Time, 
the  Duchels  of  Munfer,  an  lri]h 
Title,  was  created  Duchefs  of 
Kendal  in  England ;  the  Duke  of 
Argylc,  Duke  of  Greenwich  ;  the 
Earl  of  Manchefer,  Duke  of  Man- 
chef  er  ;  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon , 
Duke  of  Chandos  ;  and  Lieutenant- 
General  Carpenter,  Baron  Carpen¬ 
ter  of  Killagby  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Ireland.  Soon  after.  May  1 1 , 
his  Majelly  let  out  for  Hanover, 
arrived  there  the  1 8th,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  England  in  November,  after 
his  Mediation  had  been  accepted 
for  a  Peace  between  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  and  he  had  vigoroufly 
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nfed  his  goo  J  Offices  in  favour  of  the 
Protedants  in  the  Palatinate  and  in 
Poland ,  thengrievouily  opprelfedby 
the  Papilts. 

The  celebrated  Jofeph  Addlfon, 
Efq;  fome  Time  Secretary  of  State, 
and  well  known  for  his  fine  Genius, 
difplayed  in  the  Spectators  and  other 
elegant  Writings,  died  in  June  this 
Year,  1719.  And  not  long  before, 
that  eminent  Phyfician,  Sir  Samuel 
Garth,  departed  this  Life,  famous 
as  well  for  his  Knowledge  in  the  Art 
of  Poetry,  as  for  his  Skill  in  his  P10- 
fefiion  ••  He  was  Phyfician  General 
to  the  Army. 

In  November,  John  Matthews,  a 
Printer  in  Litlle-Britain,  was  execu¬ 
ted  at  Tyburn,  for  printing  and  pub¬ 
lishing  a  treafonable  Libel,  intitled, 
Vox  Popidi  Vox  Dei,  in  which  the 
Pretender’s  Right  to  the  Crown  of 
tbefe  Realms  was  affierted,  in  Breach 
of  the  Statute  of  the  4th  of  Queen 
Anne,  which  makes  the  alfertingany 
fuch  Thing,  in  Writing  or  Printing, 
High-Treafon. 

In  an  Expedition  againll  Spain, 
this  Year,  the  Lord  Cobham  with 
the  Land  Forces,  and  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Mighels  with  the  Fleet,  took 
Vigo,  and  feveral  Incurfions  were 
maue  on  the  Spanijh  Coafis  ■,  though 
the  Advantage  of  this  Expedition 
did  not  anfwer  the  Expence.  At- 
ter  a  fhort  Stay  at  Vigo,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  finding  but  little  good  to  be 
done,  ordered  the  Forces  to  re- 
imbark,  and  returned  in  November, 
with  the  Cannon  and  Stores  he 
had  taken  in  the  Town  and  Ci¬ 
tadel. 

Great  Numbers  of  Journeymen 
Weavers  affembled  in  a  riotous 
and  tumultuous  Manner,  crying 
put,  Down  with  the  Calhcoes,  and 
pulling  and  tearing  them  off  the 
hacks  of  fuch  Women  as  wore 
them.  At  the  fame  Time  Petiti¬ 
ons  came  from  almoft  all  Parts, 


complaining  of  the  Decay  of  the 
Woollen  and  Silken  Manufactures, 
by  reafon  of  thefe  Callicoes  and 
other  Faf -India  Goods.  The  Re- 
fult  \va!s,  that  an  Aft  was  at  length 
palled,  prohibiting  the  UJe  and  Wear 
of  painted,  printed,  ox  fained  Ca¬ 
licoes,  lAc. 

The  Parliament  met  foon  after 
the  King’s  Return,  November  23, 
and  had  not  fat  long,  when  the 
South-Sea  Company  and  the  Bank  of 
F.ngland  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  their  feveral  Propofals 
for  reducing  all  the  publick  Funds 
into  one,  in  order  to  difeharge  the 
national  Debtsy  on  fome  valuable 
Confiderations  to  be  granted  them, 
and  certain  Advantages  to  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  After  much  Debate  and 
Contell,  it  was  determined  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  South-Sea  Scheme,  and 
their  Propofals  we  e  accepted  on 
February  1,  1719-20.  An  Aft  af¬ 
terwards  palTed  both  Houfes  for  that 
Purpofe,  which  received  the  Royal 
Affent  in  April  following  :  At  which 
1  ime  alfo  an  Aft  palled  for  the 
better  fecuring  the  Dependency 
of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of 
Great-Britain.  However  honeftly 
the  abovementioned  Scheme  might 
have  been  defigned  by  fome,  the 
Execution  of  it  was  attended  with 
amazing  and  fatal  Conl'equences, 
to  the  enriching  of  a  Few  and  the 
impoverilhing  of  Thoufands  ;  for  it 
became  a  mere  Bubble  and  Decoy 
for  artful  and  cunning  Men  to 
catch  the  unwary,  but  covetous 
Adventurers.  The  Infatuation  was 
general,  though  we  might  have  taken 
Warning  by  the  Fate  of  the  MiJJi- 
fippi  Scheme  in  France,  formed  a 
little  before  by  Mr.  Law,  a  Scotch¬ 
man  ;  and  nothing  was  now  minded 
but  the  Bufinefs  of  Stock-Jobbing. 
Exchange- Alley ,  where  thefe  Af¬ 
fairs  were  tranfafted,  was  in  a 
continual  Hurry,  where  Crowds 
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of  all  Ranks  and  Qualities  daily 
reforted.  The  Defperate,  who  ven¬ 
tured  firft,  were  generally  Gainers, 
whilft  the  Wiler  and  more  Sedate, 
who  came  in  later,  were  many  of 
them  great  Sufferers  ;  and  fo  the 
Wrongbeads  (as  was  then  the  Say¬ 
ing)  had  the  Tq: ter  of  the  Longheads. 
Upon  the  South-Sea  PropofaL  being 
accepted,  the  Stock  role  gradually 
to  a  prodigious  Height ;  to  310  for 
1 00/.  before  the  Bill  had  the  Royal 
Affent ;  in  a  few  Days  to  34c,  then 
to  400,  and  before  the  End  of  May 
to  500.  In  fhort,  what  by  the 
Artifices  of  the  Managers,  and  the 
Credulity  of  the  People,  through 
an  Eagernefs  of  increaling  their 
Fortunes,  by  the  2d  of  June  it  got 
up  to  890,  and  continued  rifing 
and  falling  till  it  amounted  to  above 
1000.  A  Spirit  of  Gaming  thus 
prevailing  in  the  Nation,  many  Pro- 
jefts  were  fet  on  foot,  fome  whim- 
fical  enough,  which  were  deferv- 
edly  called  Bubbles ,  and  grew  up 
from  the  Corruption  of  the  grand 
Bubble,  or  South-Sea  Stock.  They 
were  near  100  in  Number,  and 
it  was  reckoned  that  almolt  a  Mil¬ 
lion  and  a  Half  was  won  and  loll  in 
them. 

The  Parliament  was  prorogued  on 
June  11,  and  foon  alter  his  Ma- 
jeify  fet  out  for  Hanover.  South- 
Sea  Stock  Hill  continued  to  rife 
for  fome  Time,  but  about  the  End 
of  Augujl  it  began  to  fall,  and  fell 
falfer  than  it  rofe,  having  nothing 
but  an  imaginary  Foundation  to 
i'upport  it,  till  by  Miehaelmas-Day 
it  funk  to  150.  A  Proclamation 
was  ilfued  again!!  the  Bubbles,  on 
the  Day  the  Parliament  was  pro¬ 
rogued,  and  they  were  foon  after 
entirely  fupprdfed  by  Order  of  the 
Lords  J ullices.  The  Confequence 
of  thefe  fraudulent  Arts  in  the  Ma¬ 
nagers,  and  this  m<td  gaming  Hu¬ 
mour  in  the  people,  was,  that 
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many  antient  and  good  Families 
were  impaired  or  ruined  ;  whilft  a 
few  Upilarts  got  their  Thoufands. 
This  caufed  a  general  Ferment  in  the 
Nation,  and  fome  Courtiers  were 
fuppofed  to  be  deeply  concerned  ia 
thefe  Practices. 

The  King  returned  in  November  ; 
and  the  Parliament  met  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8.  They  foon  proceeded  to  aa 
Inquiry  into  the  fraudulent  Execu¬ 
tion  of  the  South-Sea  Aft,  and  whilst 
the  Matter  was  under  Examination, 
Mr.  Knight,  the  Company’s  Trea- 
furer,  who,  with  Sir  John  Blunt , 
had  the  chief  Hand  in  the  ruinous 
Projeft,  fled  out  of  the  Kingdom- 
In  the  End,  the  Parliament  applied 
to  the  Relief  of  the  Sufferers  the 
Eftates  of  the  Sub-Governor,  De¬ 
puty-Governor,  Direftors,  lAc.  only 
allowing  each  fuch  Part  as  they 
thought  proper ;  and  John  AJlabis. 
Efq;  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
met  with  the  fame  Fate.  They 
were  alfo  incapacitated  from  fitting 
or  voting  in  either  Houfe  of  Par¬ 
liament,  or  from  holding  any  Of¬ 
fice  or  Place  of  Trull  under  his 
Majefty,  his  Heirs  or  S needier:. 
The  Aft  again!!  the  Direftors  re¬ 
ceived  the  Royal  Affenton  July  29, 
1721;  and  on  Augujl  1  o,  the  King 
paffed  the  Bill  for  reforing  the  pah- 
lick  Credit,  and  prorogued  the  Par¬ 
liament.  The  Hand  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole  had  in  fettling  this  diftrcd- 
ed  Affair,  and  reftoring  the  Credit 
of  the  Nation,  brought  him  Into 
full  Favour  again.  He  was  made 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafur  ; 
about  two  Years  after  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  then  of  the  Garter,  and 
continued  Prime  Minilter  to  the 
End  of  this  Reign,  and  15  Years 
after. 

The  renowned  Admiral,  Sir  John 
Leake,  died  the  Beginning  of  laft 
Year  ;  and  about  February,  this 

Year, 


/7Zt 


430  GEORGE! 


Year,  during  the  Diftra&ions  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  South-Sea  Affair, 
and  whilih  the  Parliament  was  car¬ 
rying  ©n  their  Inquiry  into  that 
dark  Scene  of  Iniquity,  Earl  Stan¬ 
hope,  and  “James  Craggs,  Efq;  both 
Secretaries  of  State,  departed  this 
Life  ;  as  did  alfo  John  Sheffield,  the 
famous  Duke  of  Buckingham.  The 
Lord  Vifcount  Pownfhend,  who  had 
before  been  declared  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  and  the  "Lord.  Carteret, 
fucceeded  Earl  Stanhope  and  Mr. 
Craggs,  as  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 

There  being  fome  Mifunderftand- 
ing  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
Czar  of  MuJ'covy,  a  Itrong  Squadron, 
commanded  by  Sir  John  Norris,  was 
fent  this  Year,  as  well  as  the  laft, 
to  the  Baltick,  to  make  good  our 
Alliance  with  Sweden,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  fecret  Deiigns  of  his  Cza- 
rian  Majeflv. 

Some  Time  before,  was  happily 
brought  about  the  Reconciliation  of 
the  Royal  Family:  In  Confequence 
of  which,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales  attended  his  Majef¬ 
ty  at  St.  James' s,  and  was  half  an 
Hour  in  private  Conference  with 
him.  At  his  Return,  he  was,  by 
the  King’s  Command,  attended  by 
a  Party  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard, 
as  alfo  of  the  Horfe-Guards  ;  and 
Immediately  the  Foot-Guards  began 
likewife  to  mount  Guard  at  Leicefer- 
Houfe.  The  next  Day  the  Duke  of 
Denjonfbire,  Earl  Coauper,  Lord  Vif¬ 
count  I'ownjhend ,  Mr.  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  Mr.  Methuen,  and  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney,  were  admitted  tokifs  the  King’s 
Hand.  This  was  in  April,  1720, 
before  the  deftrudtive  Confequences 
of  the  South-Sea  Scheme  appeared. 
And  on  April  15,  this  Year,  1721, 
the  Princefs  of  Wales  was  happily 
delivered  of  a  Prince,  named  Wil¬ 
li  am- Augujl  us,  the  late  illuftrious 
Duke  of  Cumberland.  I  fhall  ob- 


ferve  here,  once  for  all,  tfidit  hi^ 
Royal  Idighnefs  had  afterwards  id 
this  Reign  two  Daughters,  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  Mary  and  Louija. 

In  the  laft  Seffion,  a  remarkable 
Bill  was  debated  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  for  the  more  effieciually  fup- 
preffing  of  Blafphemy  and  Profanenefs. 
There  was  certainly  too  much  Occa- 
fion  for  fuch  a  Bill ;  but  as  it  chiefly 
tended  to  fet  up  a  Sort  of  Inquifitiort 
on  Men’s  Conlciehces  with  regard  to 
fome  fpeculative  Points  wherein  good 
and  fober  Chriftians  differ,  it  met 
with  fuch  a  rational  OppofitiOn,  that 
it  came  to  nothing. 

Charles  Spencer,  Earl  of  Sunder¬ 
land,  Groom  of  the  Stole  to  his’  Ma¬ 
jefty,  and  who  had  been  Secretary  of 
State,  Prefident  of  the  Council,  tsV. 
died  in  April,  1722  ;  as  did  the 
great  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  June, 
whofe  Obfequies  were  performed 
on  Augufl  9,  with  the  utmoft  So¬ 
lemnity  and  Magnificence,  agreeable 
to  fo  glorious  and  renowned  a  Com¬ 
mander. 

A  Plot  for  bringing  in  the  Preten¬ 
der  was  difeovered  about  this  Time  ; 
for  which  Dr.  A  tier  bury,  Bifhop 
of  Rochefer,  was  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Power  ;  as  was 
alfo  Chrifopher  Layer,  a  Counfellor 
of  the  People,  but  of  fmall  Note 
in  his  Profeflion.  The  following 
Perfons  were  afterwards,  at  diffe¬ 
rent  Times,  taken  into  Cuitody 
and  imprifoned,  ‘viz.  John  Plunket, 
George  Kelly,  Dennis  Kelly,  Lord 
North  and  Grey,  the  Earl  of  Orrery, 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Dr.  Freind, 
and  others.  All  but  Atterbury, 
Layer,  Plunket,  and  George  Kelly, 
were,  after  fome  Time,  admitted  to 
Bail,  and  difeharged  ;  and  in  the 
mean  Time  one  Neynoe,  who  was 
to  be  a  principal  Evidence  againft 
the  Plotters,  fell  into  the  Thames 
and  was  drowned,  as  he  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  efcape  from  the  Mef- 
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fengers  Houfe,  who  had  him  in  Cuf- 
tody,  which  was  by  the  Waterlide. 

The  firft  Septennial  Parliament 
having  been  diffolved,  when  near 
expiring,  a  new  one  met  on  October 
9,  1722  ;  when  the  Commons  hav- 
,  irig  again  chofen  Spencer  Compton, 
Efq;  tor  their  Speaker,  the  King, 
in  his  Speech  to  both  Houfes,  ac¬ 
quainted  them  with  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Confpiracy,  for  overturning 
the  eftablilhed  Government,  and 
Letting  up  the  Pretender ;  into  which 
the  Parliament  foon  proceeded  to 
make  a  vigorous  Inquiry,  and  to 
profecute  the  Authors.  Layer  was 
tried  at  the  King’s-Bench  Bar,  No¬ 
vember  21.  The  Indifcment  fet 
forth,  That  be  bad  been  employed  in 
forming  a  mofl  traiterous  and  horrid 
Plot  and  Confpiracy  againfl  his  Majefly 
and  bis  Government,  by  inlijling  Men 
for  the  Pretender’s  Service,  in  order 
to  fir  vp  a  Rebellion  ;  and  aljo  that  be 
bad  held  Correfpondence  with  the  Pre¬ 
tender,  by  carrying  Letters  and  trea- 
fonable  Papers  to  him  beyond  Seas,  and 
from  him  to  the  Difajfeded  in  this 
Kingdom.  It  appeared  alfo  on  the 
Trial,  that  the  Earl  Cadogan  was  to 
be  feized,  and  the  Power  at  the  fame 
Time  ;  afterwards  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  then  his  Majelly  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  The  Trial  lafted  17 
Hours,  when  he  was  found  guilty, 
and  received  Sentence  of  Death.  He 
was  reprieved  from  'l  ime  to  Time, 
in  Hopes  of  his  making  fome  further 
Difcoveries  ;  but  at  laid  was  drawn 
on  a  Sledge  to  Tyburn,  and  there 
hanged  and  quartered,  May  17, 
1723  ;  his  Head  being  afterwards 
fixed  up  at  Temple-Bar.  The  Par¬ 
liament  palled  Bills  for  infilling 
Pains  and  Penalties  on  Bilhop  Attcr- 
hury,  Kelly  and  Plunket  ;  whereby 
the  firft  was  baniihed,  and  the  two 
others  imprifoned  for  Life. 

The  Harburgh  Lottery  made  a 
great  Ncife  in  this  Seftion,  and  the 
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Lord  Vifcount  Barrington  was  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Houfe  cf  Commons  for 
being  concerned  in  it.  That  great 
Lawyer  and  fine  Orator,  E  rl  Cow- 
per,  who  had  been  twice  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  died  this  Year. 

The  Parliament  was  prorogued 
on  May  27.  His  Majefty  fet  out  for 
his  German  Dominions  on  'June  3, 
and  returned  in  December  following. 
The  Parliament  met  again  Janua.y 
9,  and  was  prorogued  on  April  24; 
a  little  before  which,  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcafle  was  made  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 

His  Majefty’s  Regard  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  and  Promotion  of 
Learning,  appears  by  his  Circular 
Letter  of  May  6,  1724,  fent  to  the 
two  Univerfities  ;  wherein  having 
taken  Notice,  that  no  Proviiion  had 
hitherto  been  made  in  either,  for 
the  Study  of  Modern  Hifory  ar.d  Mo¬ 
dern  Languages ,  and  of  the  Incon¬ 
veniences  arifing  from  that  Defeft, 
he  fays  :  In  order  to  remedy  thefe  and 
the  like  Inconveniencies,  we  have  de¬ 
termined  to  appoint  two  Perfons  ojfobcr 
Converf alien  and  prudent  Conduit,  of 
the  Degree  of  Mafer  of  Arts,  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Laws,  or  of  Jome  higher  De¬ 
gree  in  one  of  the  faid  L/niverf/ies, 
f  illed  in  Modern  Hiftory,  and  in 
the  Knowledge  e/’Modern  Languages, 
to  he  nominated  by  us,  to  be  our  Pro- 
feftbrs  of  Modern  Hiftory,  one  for 
the  Univerfty  of  Cambridge,  and 
the  other  for  that  of  Oxford,  who 
fall  be  obliged  to  read  Led  tires  in  the 
publick  Schools,  at  Juch  Times  as  fall 
be  appointed.  And  we  have  farther 
determined,  that  each  of  the  jaid  Pro- 
fejfcrs  fall  have  a  Stipend  of  400b 
per  Annum,  and  out  of  the  faid 
Stipend  fall  be  obliged  to  maintain 
with  fujfcient  Salaries  in  theUni-ver- 
Jity,  where  be  fall  be  cfablifed, . 
two  Perjons  at  leaf,  well  qualified  to 
teach  and  infract  in  writing*  and 
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[peaking  the  [aid  Languages ;  which 
/aid  Teachers  Jhould  be  under  the  Di- 
re diion  of  the  Profeffors  refpedii<vely , 
and  Jhould  be  obliged  to  infirudi  gratis, 
in  the  modern  Languages ,  20  Scholars 
iti  each  Univerfity,  to  be  nominated 
by  us  ;  and  each  Scholar  fo  nominated 
/hall  be  obliged  to  learn  two  at  leajt 
of  the  faid  Languages,  &c.  Mr.  Sa¬ 
muel  Harris  was  accordingly  nomi¬ 
nated  for  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  Gre¬ 
gory  for  Oxford,  firlt  Profeffors  of 
Modern  Hijlory. 

Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl 
Mortimer  died  in  May  this  Year, 
and  was  followed  the  next  Month 
by  Dr.  Henry  Sacheuerel,  who 
lately  made  fo  much  Noife  in  the 
World. 

There  having  been  great  Com¬ 
plaints  concerning  fome  Abufes  in 
relation  to  the  Mailers  in  Chan¬ 
cery,  which,  though  pradlifed  be¬ 
fore,  were  now  grown  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  Height,  the  Earl  of  Maccles¬ 
field  thought  fit  to  refign  the  Great 
Seal  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1725.  He  was  afterwards  impeach¬ 
ed  of  High  Crimes  and  Mifde- 
meanors,  in  receiving  exorbitant 
Sums  of  the  Mailers  for  their  Ad- 
miffion,  who  often  proved  infuf- 
iicient,  to  the  great  Detriment  of 
the  Suiters  in  that  Court,  &c.  In 
the  End  he  was  fined  30,000 /.  And 
an  Adi  palfed  in  the  next  Sellion, 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Suiters  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  His  Lordlhip 
was  fome  Time  a  Priioner  in  the 
Tower  till  he  paid  his  Fine,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  his  High  Office 
by  Sir  Peter  King,  Lord  Chief- 
Jullice  of  the  Common-Pleas,  who 
was  created  Lord  King,  Baron  of 
Ocham.  Whilll  the  Earl  of  Mac- 
clefield’s  Affair  was  under  Conti- 
deration,  the  famous  Adi  was  pair¬ 
ed  for  regulating  Elediions  in  the 
City  of  London.  And  in  the  fame 
Selfion  Henry  St.  John,  the  late  Lord 


Vifcount  Bolingbrcke,  who  having 
made  his  Peace  with  his  Majelty 
was  come  over  to  England,  was, 
upon  his  humble  Petition,  after  feme 
Debate,  admitted  to  enjoy  his 
Eilates,  and  an  Adi  paffed  for  that 
Purpofe;  though  he  was  notreltored 
to  his  Title. 

The  fame  Year,  1725,  the  moll 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath  was 
revived,  and  37  new  Knights  were 
inltalled.  About  which  Time  the 
Scotch  Highlanders,  Mackenzies, 
Mackdcnalds,  Grants  of  Glenmorif.on, 
Macklcods,  Chijholms,  Stewarts,  Ca¬ 
merons,  Macpherfons,  Mackintofbes, 
Mac-Gregers,  Gordons,  Farquharfons, 
Mac-F arlans,  and  other  Clans,  were 
difarmed  by  General  Wade. 

Towards  the  End  of  the  Year 
1726  died,  in  the  Callle  of  Athlen, 
where  lhe  had  lived  many  Years, 
Sophia-Dorothy,  who  was  married  to 
his  Majelly  in  1682,  and  by  whom 
he  had  Iffue  our  late  Sovereign,  born 
Odiober  30,  1683,  2lC\&  Dorothy -So¬ 
phia,  late  Queen  of  Prujfia,  who 
was  born  in  1687. 

The  long-depending  Mediation 
of  Great-Britain  and  France  for  com¬ 
peting  the  Differences  between  the 
Emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  com¬ 
ing  to  nothing  by  the  Spanifo 
Court  being  extremely  irritated  a- 
gainlt  that  of  France  for  their  fend¬ 
ing  back  the  Infanta  to  Spain,  who 
had  been  efpoufed  to  the  French 
King  ;  and  England  not  caring  to 
adl  without  France  ;  their  Imperial 
and  Catholick  Majellies  came  to 
an  Agreement  themielves,  and  con¬ 
cluded  a  Treaty  at  Vienna,  which 
was  deemed  prejudicial  to  the  In- 
terell  of  Great-Britain,  as  the 
OJlcnd  Company,  vrhich  the  Em¬ 
peror  had  ellablilhed,  was  to  be 
fupported  by  it,  and  as  the  Relti- 
tution  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Ma- 
hon  to  the  Spaniards  feemed  to 
be  the  Confeqiience  of  it  j  and 
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it  was  faid,  there  were  fecret  Ar¬ 
ticles  in  favour  of  the  Pretender. 
However  that  was,  this  Treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  Emperor  and  Spain  pro¬ 
duced  the  famous  Treaty  of  Hano¬ 
ver,  concluded  whilft  his  Majelly 
was  there,  September  3,  1725,  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain,  France,  and 
Pruftia,  though  the  laft,  in  eftedE, 
foon  deferted. .  this  Alliance,  but  the 
States- General  afterwards  acceded 
to  it.  This  Treaty  was  defrgned  to 
be  a  Balance  to  that  between  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid.  Thefe 
counter  Alliances  put  Europe  again 
in  a  Flame  :  And  the  Confequence 
was,  that,  in  1726,  three  Britijh 
Squadrons  were  fitted  out  ;  one  fent 
to  the  Weft-Indies  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Admiral  Hofter,  where  it 
lay  a  great  while,  to  block  up  the 
Spanijh  Plate-Fleet  ;  another  to  the 
Coaft  of  Spain,  under  Sir  John  Jen¬ 
nings  ;  and  the  third  into  the  Bal¬ 
tic!,  commanded  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  to  hinder  the  Czarina  from 
attacking  the  King  of  Sweden,  who 
was  upon  the  Point  of  acceding  to 
the  Hanover  Treaty,  as  he  did  foon 
after.  Another  Squadron  was  fent 
thither  the  following  Year,  unuer 
Sir  John  Norris,  for  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe  ;  when  Sir  Charles  Wager  was 
with  that  on  the  Coaft  of  Spain. 
M.  de  Palm,  the  Imperial  Refident 
here,  having  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  an  infolent  Memorial,  which 
he  as  infolently  printed  and  difperf- 
fed,  wherein  he  afferted,  that  the 
ofFenfive  Alliance  mentioned  by  his 
Majefty  in  his  Speech  to  his  Parlia¬ 
ment,  when  fpeaking  of  the  Vienna 
Treaty,  as  likewife  the  fecret  Arti¬ 
cles  he  mentioned  concerning  the 
Pretender,  were  abfolutely  without 
Foundation,  was  ordered  forthwith 
to  leave  the  Kingdom  :  And  the  Par¬ 
liament,  in  an  Addrefs,  exprefted 
their  Indignation  at  this  Affront 
offered  to  his  Majefty.  Finally,  in 


m. 

the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1727, 
the  Spaniards  laid  Siege  to  Gibraltar , 
which,  though  it  was  fufpendea,  up¬ 
on  Preliminary  Articles  for  a  general 
Pacification  being  figned,  was  not 
railed  till  fonie  Time  after  the  King’s 
Death. 

The  great  Sir  1/aac  Newton,  Mafi- 
ter  ofhis  Majefty’s  Mint,- and  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Royal  Society,  the  molt 
celebrated  Mathematician  and  Aftro- 
hamer  that  the  \Vbrld  ever  knew, de¬ 
parted  this  lAkonMarch  20,  1 726-7, 
in  the  85th  Year  of  his  Age.  He 
was  interred  in  Weftminfter- Abbey, 
where  there  is  a  noble  Monument 
erefted  to  his  Memory. 

The  Parliament,  which  met  on 
January  17,  was  prorogued  on  the 
15th  of  MaJ,  On  the  laft  Day  of 
that  Month,  his  Majefty  in  Council 
declared  his  Intention  of  going  2- 
broad  for  a  Ihort  Time,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  Lords  Juftices  for  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Government  dur¬ 
ing  his  Abfence.  Accordingly,  he 
fet  out  from  St.  James's,  on  June 
3,  and  proceeding  to  Greenwich , 
embarked  there  on  board  the  Caro¬ 
lina  Yacht,  accompanied  by  the 
Earl  of  llay  and  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Foiunjhend  in  another  Y acht.  Com¬ 
ing  to  Grave/end,  they  ftaid  there 
till  Monday  the  5th,  when  the  Wind 
being  fair,  they  got  under  Sail ;  and 
arriving  the  next  Day  at  Gravendael, 
his  Majefty  went  on  board  the  States 
Yacht,  and  landed,  the  7th,  at 
Vaert,  where  he  lay  that  Night. 
From  thence  proceeding  on  his 
Journey  for  Hanoi  tr,  attended  by 
the  States  Guards  through  the  Ter¬ 
ritories  of  the  Republick,  ire  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  9th  at  Delden ,  be¬ 
tween  11  and  12  at  Night,  feeming- 
ly  in  good  Health.  Here  he  fupped 
pretty  heartily,  and  eat  Fart  of  a 
Melon,  which  his  Stomach  feemed 
not  to  have  well  digefted  ;  for 
fetting  out  at  Three  the  next  Morn- 
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ing,  he  had  not  travelled  far  be¬ 
fore  he  was  troubled  with  fome 
Gripings  of  the  Cholick.  Being 
come  to  Linden,  he  could  eat  no¬ 
thing  at  Dinner  ;  upon  which  it 
was  judged  advifeable  that  helhould 
be  blooded.  His  Majefty  being 
deftrous  to  reach  his  own  Domini¬ 
ons,  travelled  on,  though  his  At¬ 
tendants  advifed  him  to  reft  at 
Linden.  As  he  palfed  along,  he 
fell  into  a  Kind  of  lethargick 
Dozing  in  his  Coach;  and  his 


IlLnefs  increafing,  after  he  arrived, 
about  Ten  at  Night,  at  his  Brother 
the  Duke  of  York's  Palace  at  O/na- 
burgb,  about  One  the  next  Morning, 
June  ii,  1727,  this  great  and  mag¬ 
nanimous  Prince  expired  there  in  the 
68th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  13th  of 
his  Reign,  leaving  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  thefe  Realms,  as  well  as 
his  Electoral  Dominions,  to  his  only 
Son  the  Prince  of  Wales,  our  late 
moll  gracious  Sovereign,  King 
George  II. 


GEORGE  ii. 


HI  S  late  Majefty’s  Deceafe 
was  not  known  in  England 
till  th;ee  or  four  Days  af¬ 
ter  it  happened  :  But  on  the  14th 
of  June  a  MeiTenger  arrived  Ex- 
prefs,  with  the  melancholy  Advice, 
to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  was 
then  at  his  Houfe  at  Cheljea.  He 
immediately  waited  upon  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Wales ,  at  Richmond, 
with  the  important  Intelligence ; 
and  they  thereupon  came  to  Leicef 
ter-Houfe,  where  they  had  for  fome 
Time  kept  their  Court.  They  were 
received  there  by  many  Lords  of 
the  Privy-Counc  1  and  Perfons  of 
Quality  and  Diftintlion,  who  drew 
up  and  figned  an  Intlrument  for 
proclaiming  his  Royal  Highnefs 
King  of  thefe  Realms  ;  and  the  Ce¬ 
remony  of  the  Proclamation  was 
performed  the  next  Morning,  viz. 
on  Thurfday,  June  15,  at  the  ufual 
Places,  and  with  all  the  accuilomed 
Solemnities.  His  Majelly  in,  the 
Interim  caufed  all  the  Lords,  and 
others  of  his  late  Majelty’s  Privy- 


Council,  to  be  fworn  of  his  Privy- 
Council  ;  and  in  his  Declaration 
he  faid,  The  Religion,  Laves,  and 
Liberties  of  the  Kingdom,  are  moji 
dear  to  me  ;  and  the  Prefervanon 
of  the  Confitulion  in  Church  and 
State,  as  it  is  v.ovj  happily  eftablijhed, 
Jhall  be  my  firft,  and  always  my  chief 
Care.  On  the  Ev-ening  of  the  14th, 
his  Majelly  took  and  lubfcribed  the 
Oath  relating  to  the  Security  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  according 
to  the  Forms  prefcribed  by  the  Laws 
of  Scotland.  On  the  15  th,  the  Earl 
of  Scarborough  was  fworn  of  the 
Privy-Council,  and  appointed  Mat¬ 
ter  of  the  Horfe  to  his  Majelly. 
The  next  Day  the  Court  of  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  London  waited  on  the  King  and 
Queen  with  their  Compliments  of 
Condolence  on  the  Death  of  his 
late  Majelly,  and  Congratulation 
upon  his  Majelly’s  Accefiion  to  the 
Crown  ;  which  Example  was  foon 
after  followed  by  moll  of  the  Cities, 
Towns,  fc.  the  three  King- 
f  1  r  doms 
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dams,  and  the  Plantations.  On  the 
19th,  his  Majefty  was  proclaimed 
with  great  Solemnity  at  Edinburgh 
and  Dublin. 

The  Parliament,  agreeable  to 
the  Royal  Proclamation,  met  on  the 
27th,  and  the  Sefiion  was  opened 
by  a  moll  gracious-  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  delivered  from  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’' s  own  Mouth  ;  wherein  he  told 
them,  he  was  perfuaded  they  all 
/hared  with  ..hiift'in  his  Grief  and 
Afp.icliun  for  ' -tbs  Death  of  his  late 
Royal  Father  y  that  it  Jbouldebf  'hii 
c'onfant  Cart  to  jprefergve  the  Ccn- 
Jiitutiou  in.  Church  and  State  invio¬ 
lable  in  .  all  its  Farts,  .and  to 
/retire  In  ecll. Ms  SubjeSs.  the"  fall  En¬ 
joyment  of  their  Religions  and  Civil 
Rights,  &c.  The  principal  Buii- 
neis  of  this  iliort  Seflion  was  the  Set¬ 
tlement  of  the  Civil-Lift  Revenue, 
and  of  a  Revenue  upon  die  Queen, 
in  Cafe  fhe  furvived  his  Majefty. 
.After  fome  Debate  the  Commons 
came  unanimoufly  to  the  following 
Relolutions  upon  the  iirft  Head, 
•via..  1.  That,  towards  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majcjiy  for  the  Support 
of  his  Majefy' s  houjhold,  the  fame 
Revenues  which  were  payable  to  his 
late  Majefy,-  during  his  Life,  be 
granted  and  continued  to  hisfrefent 
Majefy,  during' .bis  Life.  2.  That 
the  - J'aid  Revenue  'be  continued  frbm 
the  Death  of  bis  late  Majefy.  Upon 
the-  fecond-  -Bead  they  refolved, 

1 .  Tho.t  a  Provifon  be  made  for  the 
Queen,  in  cafe  Jhe  Jhould  /revive  his  . 
Majefy,  of  100,00 ol.  per  Ann. 
during  her  Life  ;  together  with  his 
Majefty’ s  Palace  of  Somerfet-Houfe, 
and  the  Lodge  and  Lands  at  Rich¬ 
mond  Old  Park.  2.  'That  his  Ma¬ 
jefy  be  enabled  to  charge  the  faid 
lOO,oool.  per  Ann.  ,  m  all,  or  dny 
of  the  Duties  and  Revenues  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  Support  of  his  Majefy' ’s  hiovjhold, 
iAc.  which  fall  jubff  after  his  Ma¬ 
jefy’ s  Demife.  Pursuant  to  thele 
Refolutions,  Bills  were  brought  in 
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and  pa  fled  both  Hcufe’s,  and  recent 
ed  the  Royal  Affent,  July  17,  as  al- 
fo  an  Aft  to  enable  his  Majefy  to  be 
Governor  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
and  an  Aft  for  continuing  the  I'm- 
prifonnieht  Robert  Elackburne  and 
ethers  forth?,  a  V (fa ffm  at  ion- Plot  againfl 
King  William' :  Afterwards  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  made  a  molt  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Boufes,  and  ororogued  the 
Parliament,  which  was  fooh  after, 
on  Av.gu/l  g,  diifolyed  by  Proclama¬ 
tion, 

On  the  jith  of  October,  their 
Majeflies  Coronation  was  performed 
with  great  Splendour  and  Solemnity  ; 
the  Bilhbp  of  Oxford  preached  the 
Coronation  Sermon,  and  the  Day 
-was  celebrated  in  every  Part  of  his 
Majefty’s  Dominions  with  the  molt 
extraordinary  Rejoicings.  On  the 
30th,  being  Lord  Mayor’s  Day,  as 
well  as  the  King’s  Birth-Day,  con¬ 
formable  to  an  humble  Invitation 
from  the  City,  their  Majefties,  the 
Princef's  Royal  and  Princefs  Carolina, 
accompanied  by  the  great  Officers  of 
State,  isle,  dined  with  the  Lord 
Mayor,  at  Guildhall ,  were  prefent 
at  a  Ball,  and  returned  to  Sr.  James’s 
in  the  lame  State  with  which  they 
entered  the  City,  at  1 1  o’Clock  at 
Might, 

On  January  23,  1728,  the  new 
Parliament  met  at  IVefminfer ,  and 
unanimoufly  chofe  for  their  Speaker, 
Arthur  Onflow,  Efq;  one  of  the 
Members  for  the  County  of  Surry. 
On  the  27th,  his  Majefty  opened 
the  Seffion  with  a  molt  gracious 
Speech  to  both  Houfes,  wherein  he 
informed  them  of  Preliminary  Arti¬ 
cles  being  iigned  and  accepted,  and 
the  Ratifications  thereof  exchanged 
with  the  Emperor  ;  but  that,  on 
the  Part  of  Spain,  there  had  been 
a  Refufal  to  execute  lome  of  the 
moft  material  Points  contained  in 
them  ;  but  he  hoped  all  the  Dif¬ 
ficulties  which  had  retarded  the 
Execution  of  the  Preliminaries, 

and 
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and  the  Opening  of  the  Congrefs, 
would  foon  be  entirely  removed  : 
15,000  Seamen  were  voted  for  Sea 
Service,  for  1728,  and  22,955  Men 
for  Guards  and  Garrii'ons.  Some 
Heats  arofe  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  in  this  Seffion,  about  the 
Application  of  Part  of  the  publick 
Money,  Cfc. 

On  the  23d  of  April ,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  fet  out  for  Newmarket,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  Evening  of 
the  fame  Day,  where,  next  Day, 
he  was  waited  on  by  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge ,  with  Dr.  Lambert-, 
their  Vice-Chancellor,  at  their  Head, 
who  invited  him  to  Dinner,  which 
Invitation  his  Majefty  accepted, 
and  went  to  Cambridge  the  next 
Morning.  At  a  fmall  Diftance  from 
the  Town,  his  Majefty  was  met  by 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  who 
conducted  him  through  it  to  the 
Regent-watt,  where  he  was  receiv- 
•ed  by  the  Duke  of  Somerfct,  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Univerfity,  attended 
by  the  whole  Body  of  the  Univer¬ 
fity,  in  their  proper  Robes  and 
Habits  :  At  the  Senate-Hauje,  he 
ordered  feveral  Degrees  to  be  con¬ 
ferred,  at  King’s  College  Chapel  he 
heard  divine  Service,  and  dined  at 
Trinity  College  with  great  Magnifi¬ 
cence.  His  Majefty  made  a  Prefent 
■of  2000 1.  to  the  Univerty,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  the  Evening  to  Newmark¬ 
et,  from  whence  he  arrived  at  St. 
"James’s  on  the  27th. 

On  May  28,  his  Majefty,  after  a 
Speech  to  both  Houfes,  put  an  End 
to  the  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

At  the  Beginning  of  July,  the 
Sieur  Cottto,  Agent  from  the  Duke 
of  Parma,  was  ordered  to  depart 
the  Kingdom  in  two  Days  ;  his 
Mafter  having  thought  fit  to  in¬ 
vite  the  Pretender  to  the  Place  of 
his  Reudence,  and  to  receive  him 
with  the  Honours  due  to  the  King 
of  Great-Britain.  In  Augujl,  feve- 
ral  Perfoas  were  taken  into  Cufto- 


dy,  and  fome  of  them  fentenced  to 
ftand  on  the  Pillory,  and  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  Bridewell,  to  hard  La¬ 
bour,  on  Account  of  printing  and 
publilhing  Mijl’s  Journal  of  Augujl 
24,  which,  under  Colour  of  relating 
the  Affairs  of  the  Perfian  Empire, 
was  deemed  to  contain  very  grofs 
and  fcandalous'Refieflions  upon  the 
Government,  and  the  happy  Efta- 
blifhment.  Edward  Farley,  Printer 
of  the  Exeter  Journal,  for  reprint¬ 
ing  Mijl’s  Journal,  had  a  Bill  of 
Indidfment  found  againft  him  for 
High-Treafon  ;  but  upon  a  Petition 
to  the  Queen,  after  lying  near  a 
Year  in  Prifon,  without  Bail  or 
Mainprize,  he  obtained  a  Noli  pro- 
fetiui,  and  was  cleared  thereon  in 
open  Court. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  Ernejl-Au- 
gujlus.  Prince  of  Brunfwick-Lune- 
burgh,  Bifhop  of  Ofnaburgh,  Duke 
of  York,  See.  Brother  of  his  late 
Majefty,  departed  this  Life,  on 
Augujl  3,  at  his  Palace  at  Ofna¬ 
burgh. 

The  Nation  reaped  great  Satif- 
fadtlon,  in  the  Beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  following,  by  the  fudden  and 
unexpected  Arrival,  in  England,  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick  Prince 
of  Wales,  who  fet  out  from  Heren- 
haufen,  near  Hanover,  on  November 
24,  at  Three  in  the  Morning,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  Marquefs  de  la  Forejl, 
his  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Delaunay,  of  the 
Hanoverian  Guards,  who  had  been 
fent  by  his  Majefty,  they  being  then 
at  the  Englijh  Court,  to  bring  over 
his  Royal  Highnefs.  The  Mar- 
quefs  paffed  for  au  Englilh  Gentle¬ 
man,  named  Compton,  and  the  Prince 
for  his  Son  :  Arriving  in  this 
Manner,  incognito,  at  Helvcetjluys, 
they  went  on  board  the  D /patch 
Packet,  then  ready  to  fail  fc 
wich,  where  his  Royal  :  * 
arrived,  December  3,  lodpc 
chejler  that  Night,  came  . 
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chapel  the  iiikt  Day,  at  about  Seven 
in  thfe  Evening,  and  proceeded 
thence  very  privately,  in  a  Hackney 
Coach  to  St.  James’s.  The  next  Day 
there  was  a  brilliant  and  numerous 
Court,  to  congratulate  his  Royal- 
Highnefs  on  his  fafe  Arrival,  who 
was  l'oon  after  addreffed  on  the  lame 
Occafion  from  all  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom.  In  the  Courfe  of  this  Year 
died  Mrs.  Clarke ,  Daughter  of  the 
celebrated  Milton,  who,  after  ha¬ 
ving  lived- Very  obfcurely,  with  her 
Son-in-Law,  a  poor  Weaver  in  Spi- 
tal-Fields ,  being  found  out,  receiv¬ 
ed  many  Benefactions  from  the  No- 
bility  and  Gentry  ;  Dr.  John  Wood¬ 
ward,  ProfeiTor  of  Phylick,  at  Gref- 
hara  College  ;  Dr.  Bray,  the  Pio- 
curer  of  cite  C  arter  of  the  Society 
for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign 
Parts,  &C.  Sec, 

On  the  2i ft  of  January,  1729, 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  met,  and 
the  SclTions  was  opened  by  a  Speech 
from  the  Throne  ;  wherein  his  Ma- 
jeily  informed  them,  that  the  Ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  Preliminary  Arti¬ 
cles,  and  the  0|ecing  the  Con- 
grefs  at  Soiffon:,  was  a  Foundation 
for  the  Hope  of  a  ipeedy  Paciftca- 
cation  ;  but  the  various  and  extenfive 
Views,  and  the  fettling  and  recon¬ 
ciling  the  various  Interefts  and 
Pretenfions  of  fo  many  different 
Powers,  appeared  to  be  a  Work  of 
fo  much  'l  ime  and  Difficulty,  that 
the  Project  of  a  provifional  T reaty 
was  thought  of,  as  a  proper  Expedi¬ 
ent  *,  which  being  concerted  and  ne¬ 
gotiated,  among  the  Miniilers  of 
the  principal  Powers,  Parties  to  the 
Treaties  of  Hanover  and  Vienna, 
was  approved  by  him,  and  his  Al¬ 
lies,  not  without  reafonabie  Hopes 
of  the  Concurrence  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  and  the  Court  of  Madrid ; 
but  no  definitive  Atifwer  being  yet 
returned  by  either  of  them,  nor  the 
Projeft  of  the  provifional  Treaty 
either  accepted  or  rejected,  the  Fate 
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of  Europe  was  ftill  held  in  Sufpdnce, 
&c.  This  Seflion  was  remarkable 
for  a  Meafure  that  was  very  neceffary 
at  this  Time,  which  was  the  Ap-  . 
pointment  of  a  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Gaols  of  this 
Kingdom,  chiefly  promoted  by  James 
Oglethorpe ,  Efq;  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe,  who  on  a  Vifit  t  j  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  Friend,  then  a  Priloner  in  the 
Fleet,  being  convinced  that  much 
Mal-treatment  and  Cruelty  was  in- 
fl.died  on  the  unhappy  Wretches  in 
that  Gaol,  determined  to  ule  his  ut- 
moll  Efforts  to  get  this  crying  Griev¬ 
ance  redreffed.  Many  humane  Mem¬ 
bers  concurring  with  him  in  this 
laudable  Dciign,  Mr.  Oglethorpe 
made  a  Motion  for  appointing  the 
Committee  :  By  their  Vifitation  of 
the  Fleet ,  &c.  what  before  feemed 
juftly  alarming,  now  rofe  into  Cir- 
cumllances  of  fuch  complicated 
Guilt,  as  filled  the  Committee  with 
Horror  ;  whereupon  the  Houfe 
came  to  feveral  Refolutions,  and 
committed  Huggins  and  Bamhridge , 
the  late  and  prefent  Wardens,  with 
feveral  of  their  Agents,  clofe  Pri- 
foners  to  Newgate.  A  State  of  the 
Fleet  Prifon  was  publilhed,  which 
difplayed  a  lamentable  Scene  of 
Cruelty  and  Barbarity.  Huggins 
and  Bambndge  were  tried  for  many 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours,  as  well 
as  for  Murder,  but  were,  unex* 
pefledly,  acquitted.  One  Afton, 
Farmer  of,  and  Clerk  to,  the  Mar- 
Jhalfea,  was  alfo  tried  for  Murder, 
and  acquitted.  The  Iffue  of  the 
Who^e  was,  that  the  Gaols  were  put 
under  proper  Regulations,  and  our 
unhappy  FellowSubjefts*  beneath  the 
Preffure  of  Misfortunes,  delivered 
from  the  Gripe  of  Villains  who  had 
made  a  Practice  of  adding  Mifery, 
Torment,  and  Extortion,  to  Wretch- 
ednefs.  On  the  25th  of  March,  both 
Houfes  waited  upon  his  Majefty 
with  the  following  Refolution. 
Refolved ,  hy  the  Lords  Spiritual 
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■crnd  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Par¬ 
liament  ajfemiled,  that  they  entirely 
rely  on  bis  Majejly,  that  he  will,  for 
maintaining  the  Honour,  and  fecuring 
the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  take  effec¬ 
tual  Care,  in  the  prefent  Treaty,  to 
preferve  his  undoubted  Right  to  Gib¬ 
raltar  and  the  If  and  of  Minorca. 
On  May  14,  his  Majefty,  after 
palling  feveral  falutary  Bills,  then 
ready  for  the  Royal  AiTent,  put  an 
End  to  the  Seffion  with  a  moft  gra¬ 
cious  Speech.  On  May  17,  his 
Majefty  fet  out  on  a  Vifit  to  his 
German  Dominions,  after  having 
appointed  his  Royal  Confort  Re¬ 
gent  in  his  Abfence,  and  arrived  at 
Hanover  on  the  24th. 

In  the  Beginning  of  June,  the 
Fleet  at  Spithead,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  Charles  Wager,  was 
joined  by  eleven  Dutch  Ships  of 
War,  a  Bomb,  and  a  Store-Ship, 
under  Vice-Admiral  Somelfdyke.  This 
Squadron  was  intended  for  theC'oaft 
of  Spain,  in  cafe  Affairs  did  not 
take  a  favourable  Turn  with  that 
Court.  About  the  fame  Time,  the 
Lords  Proprietors  of  Soutb-Carolina 
furrendered  their  Right  and  Title 
to  that  Province,  to  the  Crown,  in 
Confideration  of  the  Sum  of  20,00c /. 
which  was  iffued  to  them  from  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  Purchafe  of  their 
faid  Right. 

On  September  11,  h  s  Majefty  re¬ 
turned  from  Germany,  landing  at 
Margate  on  the  Forenoon  of  that 
Day,  and  arrived  at  Kenfngton  about 
Ten  at  Night,  in  perled  Health. 

Affairs  with  Spain  having  taken 
a  happy  Turn,  the  Dutch  Squadron 
returned  to  Holland  in  the  Beginning 
of  Odlober,  and  the  Englijh  Fleet 
feparated  foon  after.  On  the  9th 
of  November,  New  Style,  a  Treaty 
was  concluded  at  Seville,  between 
the  Crowns  of  Great- Britain,  France, 
and  Spain ,  to  which  the  States-Ge 
nerd,  foon  after,  acceded.  By  tlus 
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Treaty  the  contrading  Powers  gua¬ 
rantied,  reciprocally,  the  King¬ 
doms,  States,  tAc.  under  their  O- 
bedience,  in  what  Parts  of  the 
World  foever  fituated,  as  alfo  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  their  Com¬ 
merce  ;  and  Commiffaries  were  to 
be  nominated,  on  the  Part  of  their 
Britannick  and  Catholic  Majefties, 
to  affemble  at  the  Court  of  Spain, 
to  examine  and  decide  what  con¬ 
cerned  the  Ships  and  Effeds  taken 
at  Sea,  on  either  Side,  (Ac.  The 
Introduflion  of  Garrifons  into  Leg¬ 
horn,  Porto  Ferrajo,  Parma  and 
Placentia,  to  the  Number  of  6000 
Men,  of  the  Spanijh  Troops,  was 
to  be  effeded  immediately,  in  order 
to  fecure  to  the  Infant  Don  Carlos 
the  Succeflion  to  the  States  of  Tuf- 
cany,  Parma,  and  Placentia :  And 
the  con  trading  Powers  engaged  to 
eftablifh  and  maintain  the  faid  In¬ 
fant  in  the  Poffeflion  and  Enjoyment 
of  thole  States,  when  he  lhould 
once  be  fettled  there,  declaring 
themfelves  Guarantees,  for  ever,  of 
the  Right,  (Ac.  of  the  faid  Infant, 
and  of  his  Succeffors,  to  the  laid 
States.  In  this  Year  died  Thomas 
Earl  of  Coning fby,  the  learned  Dr. 
Samuel  Clarke  ;  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
well  known  by  his  celebrated  and 
elegant  Writings;  Peter  Le  Neve, 
Norroy  King  at  Arms,  a  learned 
Herald;  Mr.  Abel  Boyer,  Author 
of  the  French  Didionary,  See.  the 
learned  Anthony  Collins,  Sec.  8c c. 
On  January  13,  1730,  his  Majefty 
opened  the  Seffion  of  Parliament 
with  a  moft  gracious  Speech;  in 
which  he  told  them,  that  we  had, 
at  length,  concluded  an  abfolute 
Peace  with  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
In  this  Seffion  the  Penfion  Bill  was 
pa  fled  by  the  Commons,  but  thrown 
out  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  There 
were  alfo  great  Debates  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  relating  to 
fome  Works  carrying  cn  at  Dunkirk, 
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for  the  Repair  of  the  Harbour,  &c. 
Complaint  of  which  was  made  to 
the  French  Court,  whigh  gave  Or¬ 
ders  to  demolidi  the  faid  Works,  or 
any  that  were  eredted  contrary  to 
the  Treaty  of  TJtrecht.  On  May  15, 
his  Majefty  made  a  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  and  the  Parliament  was 
prorogued.  The  fame  Day,  the 
Lord  Vifcount  Townjhend  refigned 
the  Seals,  as  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
his  Commiffion  of  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Norfolk ;  Lord  Fre-vor  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Prefidgnt  of  the  Council, 
Lord  Wilmington  Keeper  of  the  Pri¬ 
vy-Seal,  and  Henry  Pelham,  Efq; 
Pay-Mafler  of  the  Forces.  There 
were  alfo  feveral  other  Removes 
and  Promotions.  Near  this  Period 
died,  of  the  Small  Pox,  Peter  II. 
the  young  Czar  of  Mtfcovy,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Anne  Duchefs- 
Dowager  of  C  our  land.  Daughter 
of  John  Half-Brother  of  Peter  the 
Great.  The  noted  Colonel  Francis 
Cbarteris  received  Sentence  of 
Death,  at  the  Old-Bailsy ,  for  a 
Rape  committed  on  the  Body  of 
Anne  Bond,  his  Servant  Maid  ^  but 
his  Majel’cy  was  pleafed  to  grant 
him  a  Pardon,  fome  favourable 
Circumftances  appearing  in  his 
Cafe. 

On  April  30,  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  City  of  London  agreed, 
that  all  the  Fines  arifing  from 
thofe  Perfons  that  were  nominated 
for  Sheriffs,  fhould  be  appropriated 
for  building  a  Manfion-Houfe  for 
the  Lord  Mayors  of  that  City. 

In  June  feven  Indian  Chiefs  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation,  brought  over 
bv  Sir  Alexander  Cummins,  in  the 
Fox  Man  of  War,  Captain  Arnold, 
were  introduced  to  the  Royal  Fami¬ 
ly  at  Windfor.  They  were  after¬ 
wards  carried  to  lee  the  Tower, 
GfeenwichHox^Xiil ,  andother  Places, 
where  they  were  received  and  en- 
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tertained  with  great  Refped.  After 
having  agreed  to  Articles  of  Peace, 
and  Commerce  with  the  Englijh, 
before  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations,  they  embarked  for  Caroli¬ 
na,  in  October,  greatly  pleafed  with 
their  Reception  and  Treatment  in 
England. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  St.  Bartholo - 
menu' s  Hofpital  being  taken  down, 
in  order  to  be  rebuilt,  the  Founda¬ 
tion  Stone  of  the  new  Edi  .ce  was 
laid  by  Sir  Richard  Brocas,  Lord 
Mayor. 

In  Augufi,  Victor  Amadeus ,  King 
of  Sardinia,  abdicated  his  Domini¬ 
ons,  in  favour  of  his  Son,  Charles 
Emanuel,  the  prefent  King :  And 
in  the  Beginning  of  October,  Frede¬ 
rick  IV.  King  of  Denmark  and 
Norway,  deceated,  in  the  60th  Year 
of  his  Age,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
his  Son  Chrifian  VI.  The  Affairs 
of  Europe  Hill  continued,  notwith- 
flanding  the  late  Treaty  of  Seville , 
in  great  Uncertainty.  The  Empe¬ 
ror  was  obllinately  bent  againft  the 
Introduftion  of  Spanijh  Troops  into 
Italy,  and  infilled  on  neutral  Troops, 
and  made  great  warlike  Preparati¬ 
ons  to  maintain  the  Rights  of  the 
Empire  in  that  Country.  Spain, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  impatient 
for  the  Execution  of  the  Article 
relating  to  the  Spanijh  Garrifons 
and  Don  Carlos ,  and  preffed  the 
Allies  clofely  on  that  Head,  and,  in 
Refentment  at  their  Delay,  detained 
the  Effefts  of  the  Flotilla.  All  t’hefe 
Pifputes,  however,  ended  in  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna,  next  Year,  and 
putting  the  favourite  Spanijh  Scheme 
with  regard  to  Italy,  into  Execution. 

On  January  zi,  1731,  the  par¬ 
liament  met ;  and  amongll  other 
Acts,  the  Ad,  that  all  Proceedings  in 
Courts  of  J ujtice  Jhould  be  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Language,  was  paffed.  Oa 
the  7th  oh  Max.  the  Parliament  was 
prorogued,  after  having  made  the 
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rteceffary  Provisions  for  the  publiek 
Service. 

On  the  4th  of  June ,  this  Year, 
the  Town  of  Blandford,  in  Dor/et- 
Jhire ,  was,  except  a  few  Houfes, 
confumed  by  Fire ;  and  the  very 
next  Day,  another  dreadful  Fire 
broke  out  at  Tiverton  in  Devon- 
Jhire ,  which  confumed  200  Houfes. 
In  July,  the  Name  of  William  Pul- 
teney,  Efq^  was  ftruck  out  of  the 
Lilt  of  Privy-Counfellors,  by  his 
Majefty’s  Command,  and  he  was 
alfo  ordered  to  be  put  out  of  all  the 
Commiffions  of  Peace,  all  on  account 
of  his  being  the  fuppoled  Author 
of  feme  Writings  againft:  the  Mea- 
fure:  of  the  Court.  On  the  14th 
of  the  fame  Month,  Sir  Charles 
Wager ,  with  a  Fleet  of  twelve  ca¬ 
pital  Ships,  failed  from  Spithead. 
At  the  Beginning  of  Auguft  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  and  being 
united  with  the  Spanijh  Squadron, 
arrived,  in  Oftober,  at  Leghorn ,  where 
they  landed  the  Spanijh  Troops ; 
and  foon  after,  Don  Carlos  arrived 
in  Italy.  Sir  Charles  with  his  Fleet 
returned  to  Spithead  in  December. 
About  the  Middle  of  OSiober,  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  (late  Emperor  of 
Germany )  arrived  in  England,  incog. 
and  after  having  all  the  Honours 
and  Refpects  lhewn  him  due  to  his 
Rank,  returned  to  the  Continent  on 
the  8th  of  December.  Charles  Boyle , 
Lord  Orrery,  Inventor  of  that  ufeful 
Machine,  the  Orrery,  died  this  Year. 
On  January  13,  1732,  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  met,  whom  his  Majeily  ac¬ 
quainted  that  his  Expectations  of 
feeing  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe 
perfectly  reltored,  were  now  fuliy 
anfvvered.  The  two  principal  Af¬ 
fairs  that  came  before  the  Houfe  this 
Seffion  were  thofe  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation,  and  the  fraudulent  Sale 
of  the  Dervoentweater  Eitate.  In 
the  former,  it  being  made  appear 
to  the  Floufe,  that  the  laid  Corpo¬ 
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ration  had  been  defrauded  of  the 
greateit  Part  of  their  Capital,  by 
their  Managers,  amounting  to  feve- 
ral  hundred  thoufand  Pounds, 
and  that  the  Proprietors  were  be¬ 
come  great  Sufferers  thereby,  and 
many  of  them  reduced  to  the  ut- 
molt  Dillrefs,  Mr.  Robinfon,  Mem¬ 
ber  for  Great  Marlowe,  Sir  Robert 
Sutton,  and  Sir  Archibald  Grant, 
were  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  the  Eftates  and  EffeCts 
of  all  the  Managers  were  fubjeCted 
to  the  Relief  of  the  .Sufferers.  In 
the  latter,  Dennis  Bond,  Efq;  and 
Mr.  Serjeant  Birch,  were  expelled 
the  Houfe,  as  being  guilty  of  amoft 
notorious  Breach  of  Trull,  lAc.  as 
Commiffioners  and  Truftees  of  the 
forfeited  Eftates.  Sir  John  Eyles , 
for  Irregularity,  lAc.  was  repri¬ 
manded,  in  his  Place,  by  the 
Speaker ;  and  the  Thanks  of  the 
Houfe  were  given  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Gage,  for  his  Detection  of  this  frau¬ 
dulent  Sale,  and  the  Contracts  for  the 
faid  Sale  were  made  void.  On  the 
ill  of  June  the  Parliament  broke  up, 
and  loon  after  his  Majeily  fet  out 
for  Hanover,  and  returned  from 
thence  at  the  latter  End  of  September. 
In  this  Year  a  Charter  was  granted 
for  the  Eftablilhment  of  the  Colony 
of  Georgia,  and  a  Corporation  ivas 
eftablilhed  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor 
Widows  of  Sea  Officers.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  alfo  took  Oran  from  the  Moors. 
At  the  latter  End  of  the  Year,  Vidlor 
Amadeus,  late  King  of  Sardinia , 
after  feveral  fruitlels  Attempts  to  re¬ 
fume  his  abdicated  Crown,  depart¬ 
ed  this  Life. 

The  Parliament  met,  on  January 
1 6,  1733.  The  moll  important 
Affair  that  came  before  them,  was 
the  famous  Excife  Scheme,  which 
was  a  ProjeCt  for  bringing  Tobacco 
and  Wines  under  the  Laws  of  Ex¬ 
cife,  and  thereby  preventing  Frauds 
in  the  Revenue.  This  Attempt 
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railed  great  Difcontent  long  before 
it  was  propofed  to  the  Houfe, 
whilft  it  was  depending,  and  after¬ 
wards  ;  and  innumerable  Pamphlets 
and  Papers  were  publilhed  for  and 
againft  the  Meafure,  which  raifed 
a  great  Clamour  againft  the  Mini- 
Ary.  Petitions  againft  any  new  Ex¬ 
cife,  or  the  Extenfion  of  the  Excife 
Laws,  were  prefented ;  and  the 
City  of  London,  and  many  other 
Places,  delivered  Inftruftions  to 
their  Members  to  befpeak  their  Op*- 
pcrfitian.  However  a  Motion  was 
made  in  a  Committee  of'  the  whole 
Houfe,  on  March  1 4,  which  occa¬ 
sioned  a  very  long  and  warm  De¬ 
bate  ;  and  Wejlminjier-Hall,  and  nil 
tire  Avenues  of  the  Houle,  were 
crowded  with  People.  The  Quef- 
tion  was  carried  in  the  Committee 
by  a  Majority  of  61,  there  being 
4.7  1  Members  in  the  Houfe.  It  was 
afterwards,  alfo  carried  in  the  Houfe, 
7-4.9  againft  j8 9,  and  a  Bill  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 
It  was  broughtin,  April 4,  and  read 
a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  Time,  on  the  11th.  But 
the  Alarm  was  now  fpread  tothe 
moil  diftant  Parts  of  the  Nation  ; 


the  Cry  was,  Liberty  and  Property  and 
no  Excife  !  and  on  April  10,  the  She¬ 
riffs,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of 
London,  in  a  Procelfion  of  200 
Coaches,  attended  by  great  Crouds 
on  Foot,  went  to  Wejlminjier  Hall, 
with  a  Petition,  humbly  praying  to 
be  heard  by  Council,  againft  the 
Bill.  The  Queftion  for  allowing 
them  to  be  heard  by  their  Council, 
was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  (o 
fmall  a  Majority  as  17.  Next  Day 
Petitions  came  from  Coventry  and 
Kc.it ingham  againft  the  Bill ;  and  the 
Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for 
its  being  read  a  lccond  'T  ime,  in¬ 
stead  of  reading  it.  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole  made  a  Motion,  that  the  Bill 
mould  be  read  a  lecond  Time,  on 


the  1 2th  of  June  next ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  ncm.  con.  and  fo  there 
was  an  end  of  this  famous  Scheme, 
the  Fate  of  which  caufed  great  Re¬ 
joicings  both  in  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try.  On  the  13th  of  June,  his 
Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  and  put 
an  End  to  the  Seffion,  after  having 
palled  an  Aft  for  giving  80,000  /. 
to  the  Princefs  Royal  for  her  Portion , 
in  Marriage  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 
About  that  Time,' the  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield.  Lord  Clinton,  the  Earl  of 
Stair,  the  Earls  of  Burlington  and 
Marchmont,  Lord  Cobham,  the 
Dukes  of  Bolton  and  Mont r of e,  re- 
ftgned  the  feveral  great  Polls  they 
held  of  his  Majefty,  being  greatly 
d  flatisfied  with  the  Conduct  of  the 
Miniftry.  On  the  7th  of  November, 
his  Serene  Highnels  the  Prince 
of  Orange  arrived,  in  the  Fubbs 
Yacht,  at  Greenwich,  proceeded  in 
one  of  the  King’s  Barges  to  the 
'Power,  and  from  thence,  in  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Coaches,  to  Somerfet - 
Houfe,  and,  the  next  Day,  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Royal  Family  with 
the  greateft  Refpeft.  Soon  after, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  was  taken  very 
ill,  which  retarded  his  Marriage  for 
fome  Time.  At  the  Beginning  of 
this  Year,  a  Diforder,  much  like  a 
Cold,  attacked  all  Sorts  of  People, 
and  proved  fatal  to  many,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  in  Years ;  fo  that,  in  one 
Week,  the  laft  in  January,  the 
weekly  Bills  were  at  the  amazing 
Height  of  1588,  being  more,  by 
600,  than  had  died  in  any  one  Week 
fince  the  great  Plague.  A  horrid 
Murder  was  committed  on  one  Mrs, 
Duncombe,  Elizabeth  Harrilon,  her 
Companion,  and  the  Maid  Servant, 
in  ci a nfe Id  Court  in  the  T emple,  and 
the  Chambers  robbed  ;  for  which 
Sarah  Malcolm,  a  Chairwoman,  who 
appeared  to  be  the  foie  Perpetrator 
of  the  bloody  Act,  was  executed  near 
the  Place  where  the  Murder  was  com¬ 
mitted. 
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nutted.  The  Broad  Pieces  of  25s. 
and  23s.  were  called  in  this  Year. 

In  the  Beginning  of  February,  Au- 
gufius ,  King  of  Poland,  Elector  of 
Saxony,  departed  this  Life,  which 
Event  was  productive  of  a  War  ; 
for  the  King  of  France  concerted 
Meafures  to  raife  his  Father-in*- 
Law,  King  Stanijlaus,  once  more, 
to  that  Throne,  whillt  the  Ruffians, 
at  all  Events,  refolved  to  fupport 
the  Interefts  of  Augujlus,  Elector  of 
Saxony,  Son  of  the  late  King.  In 
this  Retaliation  they  were  joined  by 
the  Emperor  ;  and  the  Ruffians  en¬ 
tered  Poland,  with  a  formidable 
Army,  in  the  Month  of  dugufi. 
However,  Stanijlaus,  who  had 
come  privately  into  Poland,  was 
elected  King  by  the  Intrigues  of 
the  Primate,  but  was  loon  obliged 
to  fly  out  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  in 
Oclober,  Augujlus  was  chofen  and 
proclaimed  King  ;  and  the  Saxon 
Troops,  thereupon,  alfo  entered 
Poland ,  Meanwhile,  the  Kings 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia, 
made  War  upon  the  Emperor, 
both  in  Germany  and  Italy.  The 
French  Army,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  pafled  the  Rhine , 
and  befleged  and  took  Fort  Kehl ; 
and  the  Army  of  the  Confederates, 
in  Italy,  took  Tortona,  Novara, 
Pavia,  Milan,  and  fome  other 
Places,  before  the  Conclufion  of 
the  Year.  In  vain  the  Emperor 
demanded,  nay,  implored  the  A f- 
fiftance  of  the  Maritime  Powers ; 
for  the  Dutch  foon  entered  into  a 
Neutrality  with  France,  and  we, 
in  concert  with  the  States,  employ¬ 
ed  ourfelves  in  Mediation,  inllead 
of  affording  the  deflred  Afliftance. 
The  famous  Dr.  Pindal,  Author  of 
Chrifiianity  as  old  as  the  Creation, 
a  Book  which  made  a  great  Noif'e, 
but  which  has  been  learnedly  and 
folidly  refuted,  to  the  great  Credit 
,of  Revelation,  died  this  Year. 

On  January  17,  1734,  the  Par- 
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liament  met,  and  the  Seflion  was 
opened  with  a  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  as  ufual ;  in  which  his 
Majefty  obferved,  That  the  War 
which  was  now  carried  on  againjl 
the  Emperor,  by  France,  Spain,  and 
Sardinia,  was  become  the  Objedl  of 
the  Care  and  Attention  of  all  Europe  ; 
and  though  he  was  no  way  engaged  in 
it,  and  had  bad  no  Part,  except  by  his 
good  Offices,  in  theje  Franfadlions 
which  had  been  declared  to  be  the 
principal  Caujes  and  Motives  of  it, 
he  could  not  fit  regardlefs  of  the  prefent 
Events,  or  be  unconcerned for  the  fu¬ 
ture  Conjequences  of  a  War  under - 
taken  and  fupported  by  fo  powerful  an 
Alliance.  Great  Debates  arofe  in 
this  Seflion,  on  a  Bill,  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  Officers  of  the  Army  from  being 
deprived  of  their  Commijfions,  other- 
wife  than  by  a  Court-Martial,  &C. 
but  it  did  not  pafs  either  Houfe; 
alfo  about  the  Place-Bill,  and  many 
other  contefted  Points.  On  April 
16,  his  Majefty  gave  the  Royal 
Aflent  to  an  Aft  for  fettling  5000  l. 
per  Ann,  on  the  Princefs  Royal  for 
her  Life,  an  Aft  for  preventing  the 
infamous  P  rail  ice  of  Stock-jobbing , 
and  an  Aft  for  naturalizing  the 
Prince  of  Orange  ;  after  which  he 
made  a  moll  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes,  and  prorogued  the 
Parliament,  which  two  Days  after 
was  diffolved.  In  February ,  the 
Earl  of  Scarborough  refigned  his 
Place  of  Mailer  of  the  Horfe.  On 
March  14,  the  Nuptials  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Orange  with  the  Princefs  Royal 
were  celebrated  with  great  Magni¬ 
ficence,  which  occafioned  great  Re¬ 
joicings  both  in  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try,  and  Addrefles  of  Congratula¬ 
tion  from  all  Parts,  to  their  Ma- 
jefties  and  the  Prince  and  Princefs, 
it  being  a  Matoh  very  agreeable  to 
the  Nation  in  general.  On  April 
the  2 2d,  the  Prince  and  Princefs 
embarked  in  the  Fubbs  Yacht  for 
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Holland ;  and  faDn  after  their  Arri  - 
val,  his  Serene  Highnefs  fet  out  to 
wake  the  Campaign,  under  Prince 
Eugene,  on  the  Rhine  ;  and  during 
his  Abfence  the  Princefs  came  to 
her  Father’s  Court,  and  refided  here 
until  the  Prince,  her  Confort,  re¬ 
turned  from  the  Imperial  Army, 
when  fhe  went  to  meet  him.  Great 
Heats  happened  at  the  general 
Elections  for  Members  to  the  new 
Parliament,  particularly  in  the 
Choice  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scot¬ 
land  ;  upon  which  feveral  Peers  en¬ 
tered  their  Protell,  and  a  Petition 
was  prefen  ted  at  the  Meeting  of 
the  new  Parliament;  which  occa- 
lioned  long  and  warm  Debates. 
The  War  in  1734,  was  carried  on 
by  the  Confederates,  with  great 
Succefs,  again  ft  the  Emperor.  Two 
molt  bloody  Battles,  at  Parma  and 
Guajlalla,  were  fought  with  doubt¬ 
ful  Succefs.  Don  Carlos  took  Pof- 
feffion  of  Naples,  and  was  declared 
King  thereof,  and  of  Sicily ,  which 
laft  was  foon  reduced  alio  to  his 
Obedience.  Upon  the  Rhine  the 
French  took  Philipjburgh,  before 
which  their  General,  the  Duke 
of  Berwick,  natural  Son  of  'James 
II.  loft  his  Life,  in  the  Trenches. 
Damzick  was  reduced  to  the  Obe¬ 
dience  of  King  Augujlus,  after  a 
grievous  Siege,  by  the  Ruffian  Ar¬ 
my.  In  this  Year  died  the  fa¬ 
mous  Critick,  Mr.  John  Dennis,  the 
laft  Ciaftick  Wit  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond’s  Reign  ;  Sir  James  Thornhill, 
the  celebrated  Hiftory  Painter  ;  Pe¬ 
ter  Lord  King,  late  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  Greai-Briiain,  Dr.  Thomas 
Fuller,  an  excellent  Phyiician  ;  and 
Joan  Vifcount  Barrington,  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  who  was  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
the  late  Reign,  for  his  Concern  in 
the  Harbourg  Lottery. 

On  January  ta,  17335  the  new 
Parliament  met,  and  again  made 
choice  of  Mr.  Orffimu  for  their 


Speaker.  On  the  23d,  his  Majefty 
opened  the  Seffion  with  a  molt  gra¬ 
cious  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
in  which  he  faid,  1  ha-ve  concurred 
in  a  Refolution  taken  by  the  States- 
General,  to  employ,  without  Lolls  of 
Time,  our  joint  and  earnejl  Injlances 
to  bring  Matters  to  a  fpeedy  and  hap¬ 
py  Accommodation  (between  the  Pow¬ 
ers  at  War)  before  we  Jhould  come  to 
a  Determination  upon  the  Succours  de¬ 
manded  by  the  Emperor,  &c.  Thirty 
thoufand  Men  were  voted  for  Sea 
Service,  and  25,744  for  Land  Ser¬ 
vice,  after  great  Debates.  On 
May  15,  his  Majefty  put  an  End  to 
the  Ssllion,  and  two  Days  after  fet 
out  for  his  German  Dominions, 
having  appointed  the  Queen  Re¬ 
gent,  from  whence  he  did  not  re¬ 
turn  until  Odlober  2 6  following. 
In  that  Month,  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Modena  arrived  in  England, 
and  during  his  Stay  had  great  Ho¬ 
nours  fhewn  him  at  Court  and  elfe- 
where.  Sir  John  Norris  was  fent, 
this  Year,  with  a  potent  Fleet  to 
the  Coarts  of  Portugal,  to  guard 
them  from  Infults,  and  fecure  the 
Brazil  Fleet  from  the  Spaniards,  a 
Difference  having  arifen  between  the 
Courts  ol  Spain  and  Portugal,  occa- 
lioned  by  the  Servants  of  the  Pcr- 
tuguefe  Ambaffador  at  Madrid-  ref- 
cuing  a  Criminal  from  Juftice,  who 
was  afterwards  violently  taken  cut 
of  his  Houfe,  and  nineteen  of  his 
Servants  made  Prifoners.  The  Dif¬ 
ference  however  was  foon  made  up, 
and  the  Fleet  returned  home.  The 
War  now  began  to  flacken  both  in 
Germany  and  Italy ;  and  towards  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year,  a  Sufpenfion  of 
Arms  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  next 
Year  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  iigned 
by  all  the  belligerent  Powers,  in 
which,  among!!  other  Articles,  it 
was  agreed  that  France  Ihould  re- 
ftore  all  the  Places  taken  from  the 
Empire;  the  Duchy  of  Tufcany 
fhculd  oe  given  to  the  Duke  of 
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Lor  rant,  after  the  Death  of  the 
Grand  Duke,  at  which  Time  Lor- 
rain  was  to  be  put  into  the  Hands 
of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
remain  annexed  to  the  French  Mo¬ 
narchy  ;  King  Stanijlaus  Ihould  en¬ 
joy  all  the  Honours  of  a  crowned 
Head,  be  acknowledged  King  of 
Poland ,  and  then  refign  that  King¬ 
dom,  voluntarily,  in  favour  of 
King  Auguftus ,  who  was  to  reftore 
all  Stanijlaus' %  Eftates  in  Poland ; 
Stanijlaus  was  to  have  the  imme¬ 
diate  PofTeffion  of  the  Duchies  of 
Lorrain  and  Barr  ;  and  Don  Carlos 
Ihould  be  acknowledged  King  of 
Naples  and  Sicily. 

On  'January  15,  1736,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  opened  the  Seffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  with  a  Speech,  in  which  he 
felicitated  both  Houfes  on  the  hap¬ 
py  Turn  Affairs  had  taken  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  Aft  of  James  I.  againft 
Conjuration  and  Witchcraft  was 
repealed  in  this  Seflion ;  and  the 
famous  Aft  for  laying  a  Duty  upon 
the  Retailers  of  Spirituous  Liquors, 
and for  licenfng  the  Retailers  thereof, 
commonly  called  the  Gin  Act,  was 
paffed  into  a  Law,  after  long  and 
warm  Debates.  That  Aft  took 
place  on  September  29,  when  a 
double  Guard  mounted  at  Kenftng- 
ton,  the  Guards  at  St.  James's  and 
Whitehall  were  reinforced,  a  Guard 
was  placed  at  the  Rolls,  (Sir  Jofeph 
Jekyll,  then  Mailer  of  the  Rolls, 
having  been  the  principal  Promo¬ 
ter  of  the  Bill)  a  Detachment  of 
Life-Guards  and-  Horfe-Grenadier- 
Guards  paraded  in  Consent-Garden, 
and  other  Methods  were  taken  to 
fupprefs  any  Tumult  that  might 
happen  on  that  Account ;  but,  con¬ 
trary  to  Expeflation,  every  Thing 
remained  very  quiet  and  tranquil. 
On  the  20th  of  May,  his  Majefty, 
after  palling  the  Aft  for  building  a 
Bridge  acrcfs  the  Thames  at  W  eft- 
minfier,  the  Smuggling  Adi,  and 
fome  others,  put  an  End  to  the 
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Seffion.  On  the  17th  of  April,  hi» 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 
was  married  to  her  Serene  High- 
nefs  Augufla,  Princefs  of  Saxe-Gc- 
tha ,  who  arrived  from  Germany  two 
Days  before,  which  was  followed 
by  extraordinary  Rejoicings,  and 
Congratulations  from  both  Houles 
of  Parliament,  the  City,  the  two 
Univerftties,  &c.  &c.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  went  again  to  Hanover  this 
Year;  and  I  lhall  obferve,  once  for 
all,  that  he  made  many  repeated 
Vilits  to  his  German  Dominions, 
until  fome  Time  after  the  Break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  late  War,  when 
it  was  become  dangerous  to  Iris 
Royal  Perfon,  the  Flames  thereof 
having  fpread  into  the  Eleflorate  of 
Hanover.  There  was  a  great  Spring- 
Tide  on  the  1 6th  of  February , 
which  flowed  lb  high  as  to  exceed, 
by  a  Foot  and  a  Half,  all  that  had 
been  known  in  the  Memory  of 
Man.  Perlons  were  carried  in 
Boats  out  of  W ft  n:  infer-  Hall, 
which  plied  both  there,  and  in  the 
Palace-Yards.  The  Cellars  in 
Wefrmnfer  were  filled  with  Water  ; 
the  Privy-Garden  and  Parade  in 
St.  James’s  Park  were  overflowed  ; 
as  was,  in  feveral  Places,  Poaver- 
Wharf ;  and  the  Cellars  and  Offi¬ 
ces,  both  above  and  below  Bridge, 
upon  the  Banks  of  the  River, 
were  full  of  Water.  About  the 
fame  Time  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
(late  Emperor  of  Germany)  was 
married  to  the  eldeft  Arch-Duchefi, 
now  Emprefs- Queen  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia.  On  the  roth  of  April, 
that  renowned  General,  Prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy,  departed  this 
Life,  in  the  73d  Year  of  his  Age. 
In  July  a  moft  daring  Infult  was 
committed,  whilft  the  Courts  were 
fitting,  in  Wefmittfier-Hall :  The 
Gin  Aft,  Mortmain  Aft,  Wcfmin- 
fer- Bridge  and  Smugglers  Afts, 
and  the  Aft  for  borrowing  600,000/. 
from  the  Sinking-Fund,  inclofed 
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in.  a  Brown-paper  Parcel,  were 
blown  up  with  Gunpowder,  and 
partly  burnt ;  for  which  Fail,  one 
Nixon ,  a  Nonjuring  Clergyman,  was 
apprehended,  and  convieied  of  it, 
fentenced  to  pay  200  Marks,  to  be 
Imprifoned  for  five  Years,  to  give 
Security  for  his  good  Behaviour  for 
five  Years  afterwards,  and  to  be 
brought  up  to  the  feveral  Courts, 
then  fitting,  with  a  Label  round  his 
Head,  denoting  his  Crime.  At 
the  latter  End  of  July,  there  were 
many  Riots  and  Mobs,  occaiioned 
by  the  Irijh  Artifts  underworking 
the  Englijb  in  Spital-Fields,  Sec. 
which  were  not  put  an  End  to  with¬ 
out  the  Interpofition  of  the  Civil 
Power,  backed  by  Parties  of  the 
Horfe  and  Foot  Guards,  and  Train¬ 
ed-Bands.  But  the  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  Affair  this  Year,  and  which 
drew  very  ferious  Confequences  af¬ 
ter  it,  was  that  of  Captain  Porteous, 
Commander  of  the  City-Guard  of 
Edinburgh ;  who  aflifting,  with  his 
Men,  at  the  Execution  of  a  Crimi¬ 
nal,  fired  cn  the  Spedtatore,  upon 
fome  Boys  flinging  Stones,  fcfr.  at 
the  Executioner,  as  he  was  cutting 
down  the  Criminal  ;  whereby 
feveral  Perfons  were  kilied,  and 
others  wounded  ;  and  all  this  with¬ 
out  the  Orders  of  the  Magillrates 
attending.  Hereupon  Porteous  was 
committed  to  Prifon,  tried  and  fen¬ 
tenced  to  Peath,  which  was  to  be  put 
in  Execution  on  September  8.  But  upon 
his  Petition  to  the  Queen,  then  Re¬ 
gent,  his  Sentence  was  refpited  for 
fix  Weeks,  which  Refpite  arrived 
at  Edinburgh  on  the  2d  of  September. 
This  occaiioned  a  moft  tragical  Ca- 
taftrophe;  for  on  the  7th,  a  weil- 
condudted  Party  of  Men  entered  the 
City  of  Edinburgh ,  about  Ten  at 
Night,  and  by  Surprize  feized  all 
the  Fire-Arms,  iEc.  belonging  to 
the  City-Guard,  locked  u.p  the  City- 
Gates,  beat  an  Alarm,  burnt  the 
Poor  of  the  Prifon  where  Porteous 
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was  confined,  after  endeavouring  in 
vain  to  force  it  open,  forced  him 
from  his  Apartment,  and  hanged 
him  upon  a  Sign-Poft,  near  the 
Grafs -Market.  It  was  no  Wonder  if, 
from  the  Boldnefs,  Secrecy  and  Suc- 
cefs  of  this  Enterprize,  People  were 
apt  to  believe  that  Perfons  of  more 
than  vulgar  Rank  were  concerned 
in  it ;  elpecially  as,  after  the  Exe¬ 
cution  was  over,  they  left  the  Arms 
and  Prums  on  the  Spot,  and,  of¬ 
fering  no  further  Violence,  quietly 
departed.  The  Cenfure  of  Par¬ 
liament,  however,  fell  upon  the 
City,  and  Lord  Provoft  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  on  the  former  a  Fine  of 
2000/.  was  laid,  and  the  latter  was 
incapacited  from  holding  any  Of¬ 
fice  of  Magiftracy  at  Edinburgh ,  or 
elfewhere  in  Great-Britain  ;  and 
Rewards  were  appointed  for  the 
Difcovery  of  any  of  the  Parties 
concerned  in  the  Murder  of  Porte¬ 
ous,  and  punifliing  thofe  who  fliould 
knowingly  conceal  them  :  Not- 
withftanding  all  this,  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  any  of  them  were  ever  dif- 
covered  or  apprehended  for  thatFadh 
The  Parliament  met  on  February 
1,  1737,  and  the  Seflion  was  open¬ 
ed  by  Commifiion,  his  Majefty  be¬ 
ing  indifpofed  ;  and  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  by  his  Command,  made  a 
Speech  to  both  Houfes.  In  this 
Seflion  there  were  long  Pebates 
on  a  Motion  for  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  to  fettle  100,000 1 .  per 
Ann.  on  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  his  Majefty  enjoyed  it  before 
his  happy  Acceflion  ;  but  a  Ne¬ 
gative  was  put  upon  the  Quellion, 
in  both  Houfes,  in  the  Lords  by 
a  Majority  of  63,  and  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  by  a  Majority  of  30,  fo  that 
the  Court-Party  prevailed,  but  feve¬ 
ral  Lords  entered  their  Protelb  :  The 
Adi  to  prevent  Stockjobbing,  that 
for  fettling  a  Dow'ry  of  50,000 /, 
on  the  Princefs  of  Wales ,  &c.  &c. 

received 
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received  the  Royal  Affent  this  Sef- 
fion,  and  on  June  21  his  Majefty 
put  an  End  thereto.  The  Refident 
from  Venice  had,  in  the  Interim, 
Notice  given  him  to  leave  the  Town 
in  three  Days,  and  the  Kingdom  in 
eight,  for  the  Infult  offered  to  his 
Majelty’s  Crown  and  Dignity,  by 
the  Doge  and  Senate  of  Venice,  in 
the  great  Honours  (hewn  to  the 
Pretender's  Son,  when  in  that  City. 
At  the  Beginning  of  July,  the  great 
Duke  of  Tu/cany  deceafed,  by  whofe 
Death  the  Duke  of  Lor  rain  came 
to  the  adlual  PofTeflion  of  the  Duke¬ 
dom  of . Tufcany  ;  and  the  Annuity 
®f  4,500,000  Livres,  paid  him 
by  France,  agreeable  to  Treaty, 
till  this  Event  happened,  ceafed. 
In  the  Night,  between  the  laft 
Day  of  July  and  the  firfl  of  Augujl, 
her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs 
of  Wales  was  fafely  delivered  of  a 
Princefs,  to  the  great  Joy  of  the 
Nation,  who  was  named  Augujla  ; 
foon  after  which,  an  unhappy  Breach 
happened  between  his  Majefty  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  which,  in  its 
Confequences,  proved  more  than  a 
mere  Family  Difference.  All  Perlons 
who  paid  their  Court  to  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  were  not  fuffered  to 
come  into  his  Majeftv’s  Prefence, 
or  any  of  his  Palaces ;  the  Guards 
were  taken  away  from  their  At¬ 
tendance  on  the  Prince  and  his 
Confort  5  and,  in  fhort,  all  the 
Prince’s  Servants  foon  after  joined 
the  Oppofition  to  the  Meafures  of 
the  Miniftry.  It.  may  fuffice,  once 
for  all,  to  recapitulate  the  reft  of 
their  Royal  Highneffes  Offspring, 
which  are,  2.  Prince  George,  (his 
prefent  Moft  Sacred  Majefty)  born 
June  4,  1738;  3.  Prince  Ed-vjard- 
Augujius,  (late  Duke  of  York)  born 
March  25,  1739  ;  4.  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth-  Caroline,  born  January  10,1741, 
fince  deceafed;  5.  Prince  William * 
Henry,  (now  Duke  of  Gloucejler )  born 
November  25, 1743 i 6.  Prince  Henry - 


Frederick,  (nowDukeo f  CumberlandJ 
born  November  7 ,  1745  ;  7.  Princeli 
Louifa-  Anne,  born  March  19, 1748-9; 
8.  Prince  Fredcrick-William,  born 
May  24,  1750,  fince  deceafed  ;  g. 
Princefs  Caroline-Matilda,  born  July 
2,  1751. 

In  Odober  a  Deputation  of  the 
Merchants  of  London  waited  on  his 
Majefty,  at  Hamp to n-Ccurt ,  with  a 
Petition  on  the  Behalf  of  themfelves 
and  others  trading  to,  and  interefl- 
ed  in,  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  fair  and 
lawful  Trade  to  the  Britijh  Planta¬ 
tions  in  America  had  been  greatly- 
interrupted,  for  many  Years  pall, 
not  only  by  their  Ships  being  fre¬ 
quently  flopped  and  fearched,  but 
alfo  forcibly  and  arbitrarily  feized 
on  the  High-Seas,  by  Spanijh  Ships 
fitted  out  to  cruize  under  the  plau- 
fible  Pretence  of  guarding  their  own 
Coafts ;  that  the  Commanders  there¬ 
of,  with  their  Crews,  have  been  in¬ 
humanly  treated,  and  their  Ships 
carried  into  fome  of  the  Spanijh 
Ports,  and  there  condemned,  with 
their  Cargoes,  in  manifeft  Violation 
of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between 
the  two  Crowns;  &c.  tjc.  and 
praying  that  his  Majefty  would  be 
gracioufty  pleafed  to  procure  them 
fpeedy  and  ample  Satisfadlion  for 
the  LofTes  they  have  fultained, 
fcfr.  &c. 

On  November  20,  at  Seven  o’Clock 
at  Night,  died,  to  the  inexpreflible 
Grief  of  his  Majefty,  the  Royal 
Family,  and  the  whole  Nation, 
Wilhelmina-Carolina,Queen-Con(6rt 
of  Great-Britain,  aged  54  Years  8 
Months  and  20  Days.  And  on  De¬ 
cember  1 7,  her  Remains  were  in¬ 
terred,  with  great  Solemnity,  in  a 
new  Vault,  in  Henry  the  VHth’s 
Chapel,  in  Wejlminjier- Abbey . 

On  January  24,  1738,  his  Majef¬ 
ty  opened  the  Seffion  of  Parliament 
with  a  fhort  Speech  ;  and  on  March 
16,  the  Wcjl- India  Merchants,  who 

had 


44S  GEORGE  II, 


had  preferred  a  Petition  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Spanijh  Depredations 
fome  Days  before,  attended  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  make  good 
the  Allegations  in  their  faid  Pe¬ 
tition,  which  had  fuch  an  EffeCt, 
that  on  May  4,  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
prefented  an  humble  Addrefs  to 
his  Majefty,  with  ltrong  Refolu- 
tions  in  Support  of  the  undoubt¬ 
ed  Rights  of  the  Nation  to  a  free 
Navigation  in  America,  and  agamit 
the  Spanijh  Depredations  and  Cru¬ 
elties,  and  concluded  with  pro- 
mifing  his  Majefly,  in  cafe  his 
powerful  Inltances  for  procuring 
Reparation  and  Satisfaction,  and 
future  Security  to  his  injured  Sub¬ 
jects,  Ihould  fail  of  their  due 
Effeft  on  the  Court  of  Spain,  they 
would  zealoullv  and  chearhdly 
concur  in  all  fuch  Meafures.  as 
Ihould  become  neceffary  for  the 
Support  of  his  Majelty’s  Honour, 
the  Prefervation  of  our  Navigation 
and  Commerce,  £sV.  His  Majefty, 
in  Anfwer  thereto,  exprefied  his 
Senfibility  of  the  Injuries  fuf- 
tained  by  his  trading  Subjects  in 
America,  and  affured  them  of  his 
Care  to  procure  Satisfaction  and 
Reparation  for  their  Loffes,  and 
Security  for  their  future  Naviga¬ 
tion,  lAc.  t5V.  The  Addrefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons*  and  the 
King’s  Anfwer,  were  much  to  the 
fame  EffeCt.  On  May  20,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  put  an  End  to  the  Seftion  by  a 
moll  gracious  Speech.  Great  Na¬ 
val  Preparations  were  made  this 
Year,  and  Admiral  Haddock  failed 
with  a  Squadron  to  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  About  the  Middle  of  Oc¬ 
tober  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales 
went  to  Bath,  ftaid  there  near  fix 
Weeks,  in  which  Time  they  paid 
a  Vifit  to  the  City  of  Briftol,  and 
where  everywhere  entertained  with 
great  Magnificence  and  AffeCtion, 
and  the  utmoft  Joy  and  Satisfaction, 


About  the  fame  Time  a  Charter 
paffed  the  Great  Seal,  for  eftablilh- 
ing  an  Hofpital,  for  the  Mainte¬ 
nance  and  Education  of  expofed 
and  deferted  young  Children,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Foundling-Eof- 
pital. 

The  firft  Sellion  of  Parliament  of 


the  Year  1739  was  opened  on  Fe¬ 
bruary  1,  and  his  Majefty  acquaint¬ 
ed  both  Houfes,  in  his  Speech,  that 
he  had  concluded  a  Conventiqn 
with  the  King  of  Spain ,  wherein 
the  latter  had  obliged  himfelf  to 
make  Reparation  to  his  Subjects, 
for  their  Loffes,  by  a  certain  fti- 
pulated  Payment,  iSc.  fc.  The 
Convention  was  publilhed  foon 
.after,  wherein  it  was  principally 
.agreed,  that  two  Minilters  Pleni¬ 
potentiary,  on  the  Part  of  the  two 
Nations,  Ihouid  meet  at  Madrid, 
within  fix  Weeks  after  the  Day  of 
exchanging  the  Ratifications,  there 
to  confer  and  finally  regulate  the 
reltx&ive  Pretenfions  of  the  two 
Crown.-,  f y'c.  C 2'c.  that  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  k  Majefty  Ihould  caufe  to 
be  paid  to,  his  Brkannick  Majefty, 
the  SjUjp  of  95,000/.  Sterling, 
Balance,  which  has  been  admitted 
as  due  to  the, Crown  and  Subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  after  Deduction 
made  of  the  Demands  of  the  Crown 
and  Subjects  of  Spain,  &cc.  & c. 
This  Sum  of  95,000/.  was,  by  a 
feparate  .Article,  to  be  paid,  at 
London,,  within  four  Months  after 
the  Exchange  of  the  Ratifications. 
However,  be, foie  the  King  of  Spain 
figned  this  Convention,  he  declared 
by  his  Minifter,  that  he  referved 
to  himfelf,  in  its  full  Force,  the 
Right  cl  fufpending  the  Alhento  of 
.Negroes,  if  the  South-Sea  Com¬ 
pany  did  not  fubjeCt  herfelf  to  pay, 
in  a  111 ort  Term,  the  68,000/. 
Sterling,  which  fhe  has  ccnfeffed 
is  owing  for  the  Duty  on  Negroes. 
No  fooner  were  the  Contents  of  this 

Con- 
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Convention  known,  than  great  Mur¬ 
murs  aroie,  and  Complaints  were 
every-where  made  againft  it :  The 
Articles  of  a  free  Navigation  and 
Commerce,  without  being  vifited 
or  iearched,  were,  in  etteft,  it  was 
faid,  given  up,  by  referring  them 
to  the  Difcufiion  of  Plenipotentia¬ 
ries  ;  that  the  Reparation  ltipulated 
was  onlv  a  pretended  Reparation  ; 
and,  as  to  the  68,oco  /.  faid  to  be 
due  to  Spain  from  the  South- Sea 
Company,  it  was  only  allowed,  as 
brought  into  the  Account  cf  a  much 
greater  Sum,  due  to  them  from 
Spain  ;  and  therefore  the  Company 
refufed  to  pay  it,  in  the  Manner  it 
was  demanded.  The  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  the  Wejl-lndia  and  Brijtil 
Merchants,  &c.  petitioned  both 
Houles  of  Parliament,  complaining 
of  this  disgraceful  Convention  ;  and 
there  were  very  warm  Debates  in 
both  Houfes  upon  it,  tfpecialiy  on 
the  Motion  for  addrefting  his  Ma 
jefly,  and  thanking  him  for  laying 
it  before  them.  However,  it  was 
carried  for  the  Addreis,  in  both 
Houfes:  But  forty  Lords  entered 
their  Proteft  ;  and  a  confi'derable 
Number  cf  Members  o.  the  Houle 
of  Commons  let t  the  Koufe,  and 
returned  no  mote  to  it  duri  g  that 
Seffton  ;  which  Departure  and  ab- 
fenting  themfelves  from  the  Houle 
became  famous  by  the  Term  of  the 
SeceJJion.  On  'June  14,  his  Majelfy 
put  an  End  to  the  Seflion,  after  hav¬ 
ing  given  his  Aficnt  to  many  pub- 
lick:  and  private  Bills. 

Amd  now  the  Rumour  of  a  War 
with  Spain  began  to  revive,  nct- 
withftanding  the  parliamentary  Sanc¬ 
tion  the  Convention  had  received. 
Several  Meaiuns  taken  by  the  Go¬ 
vernment  gave  Countenance  to  the 
earned  Hopes  and  Expectations  of 
the  Nation  :  for  the  Land-Forces 
were  augmented  :  many  Ships  were 
put  into  Comrniftion,  and  there  was 
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a  very  hot  Prefs  for  Seamen  to  man 
them  ;  for  which  Purpofe  an  Em¬ 
bargo  was  laid  on  all  Merchant- 
Ships,  outward  bound,  and  leveral 
oiher  Steps  were  taken,  that  feem- 
cd  to  threaten  an  approaching  Rup¬ 
ture.  On  'July  to,  his  Majefty,  in 
Council,  orde.ed  general  Reprifals 
to  be  granted,  againft  the  Ships, 
Goods,  and  Subjects  of  the  King  of 
Spain;  and  on  the  17th,  Edward 
vernen,  Elq;  lately  appointed  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  fet  out  for 
Po.  tt mouth  to  take  the  Command 
of  a  Squadron  deftined  for  the  Wift- 
lndies,  who  fo~n  after  fet  Sail.  On 
September  c,  the  Spanijh  Mm  Ter 
and  Agent  both  left  this  Kingdom 
and  returned  home ;  and  Mr.  Keene, 
the  Britijh  Miniftcr,  lei t  Madrid 
about  the  f. me  Time.  On  the 
10th  of  OSiober  his  lVlajefty  figned 
a  .Declaration  or  War  againft  Spain, 
which  was  proclaimed  on  the  23d, 
in  the  ulual  Manner,  and  at  the  ac- 
cuftomed  Places,  au.idit  innumera¬ 
ble  Crowds  of  People,  who  telli- 
fied  ti'.eir  SatiTadlion  thereat.  In 
his  Declaration  iiis  Majefty  charges 
the  King  of  Spain  with  breaking 
the  Convention  lately  concluded, 
by  not  paying  the  Hi p mated  Sum, 
admitted  to  be  due  to  the  Subjedls 
of  G  eat-Britai;:,  in  the  Time  ap¬ 
pointed. 

In  fome  Time  after  the  Decla¬ 
ration,  an  Account  came  from  Ad¬ 
miral  Haddock,  of  his  having  taken 
two  rich  Caracca  Ships. 

On  the  15th  ot  November,  the 
Parliament  ag  in  met ;  and  on  the 
23d,  the  two  Houfes  wa:ted  on  his 
Majefty  with  their  j  int  Refolution, 
which  was  as  follows  :  Refolved, 
by  the  Lords  Spirituaj  and  Tcni- 
p  ,ral,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament 
alicmbled,  that  an  humble  Addreis 
be  prefented  to  Lis  Majefty,  as  a 
dutiful  Return  to  his  gracious  Dc- 
fire  of  the  Advice  cf  his  Pariia- 
G  g  mer.r. 
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ment,  at  this  critical  and  important 
Conjuncture  ;  and  as  a  farther  Tef- 
timony  of  our  firm  Refolution  vigo- 
rouily  to  fupport  his  Majefty,  in  the 
Profecution  of  the  War  againft 
Spain,  humbly  to  befeech  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  never  to  admit  of  any  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  that  Crown,  unlefs 
the  Acknowledgment  of  our  natural 
and  indubitable  Right  to  navigate 
in  the  American  Seas,  to  and  from 
any  Part  of  his  Majelty’s  Dominions, 
without  being  feized,  fearched,  vi- 
fued  or  flopped,  under  any  Pretence 
whatfoever,  fliall  have  been  firft 
obtained,  as  a  Preliminary  thereto. 
To  this  Refolution  and  Addrefs 
his  Majefty  returned  a  fuitable  An- 
fvver.  A  new  Seft,  called  Methodifs , 
made  their  Appearance  this  Year, 
the  Difciples  of  one  Whitefeld,  a 
Clergyman  of  a  warm  enthufiaftick 
Turn,  and  of  two  Brothers,  named 
Wejley ,  which  has  fince  found  fo 
many  Votaries,  among'!  the  common 
People,  as  greatly  to  alarm  the 
Friends  of  rational  Religion  and 
true  Piety.  The  Liverymen  of 
London,  this  Year,  gave  a  remarka¬ 
ble  Inftance  of  their  Refentment 
againft  thofe  who  voted  in  favour 
of  the  Convention,  by  fetting  afide 
Sir  George  Champion,  Member  for 
Aylefbury,  the  next  Alderman,  in 
Rotation,  to  the  Chair,  from  being 
Lord-Mayor,  which  Office  he  was 
never  fuffered  to  poffefs  afterwards, 
becaufe  he  gave  his  Vote  for  that 
Meafure.  For  feveral  Years  this 
Innovation  cccaftoned  great  Feuds 
in  the  City  at  the  annual  Election 
of  a  Lord- Mayor.  One  Margaret 
Patten ,  a  Scots  Woman,  died  in  St. 
Margaret’s  Workhoufe,  Wcjlmir.fcr. 
at  the  very  extraordinary  Age  of 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1740,  a  Motion  was  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  purfuant  to  the 
InftruCtions  a  great  Number  of  the 
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Members  had  received  from  their 
Conftituents,  for  bringing  in  a 
Place- Bill ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the 
Negative  by  a  Majority  of  16.  An 
End  was  put  to  the  Seffion  of  Parli¬ 
ament  on  the  29th  of  April.  The 
two  firft  Months  of  this  Year  were 
diftinguiflied  by  a  moil  intenfe  Froft, 
which  began  on  Chrijlmas  Day, 
1739,  and  continued  almoft  eight 
Weeks :  The  Thames  was  frozen, 
and  Multitudes  of  People  walked 
over  that  P.iver,  upon  the  Ice ; 
Booths  were  eretfed,  and  a  kind  of 
Fair  kept  upon  it.  The  Poor  were 
very  great  Sufferers  thereby,  as  the 
Price  of  Coals,  and  other  Necefla- 
ries  of  Life,  was  very  high,  par¬ 
ticularly  towards  the  Clole  of  the 
Froft. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  Captain 
Rentone  arrived  from  Vice-Admiral 
Vernon,  with  the  important  Advice, 
that  on  the  21ft  and  22d  of  Novem¬ 
ber  ult.  the  Admiral  had  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  the  Town  and  Forts 
of  Porto-Bello,  avith  Jix  Ships  only  : 
That  he  had  blown  up  the  Fortifi¬ 
cations,  fpiked  up  above  eighty 
Iron  Cannon,  and  brought  away  a 
great  Number  of  Brafs  Ordnance 
and  much  Ammunition,  leaving  the 
Harbour  quite  open  and  dcfencelefs. 
No  fooner  were  thefe  enlivening 
Tidings  known  to  the  People,  than 
a  Profulion  of  Rejoicings  overfpread 
the  united  Kingdoms,  and  Ireland ; 
Bonfires  blazed  in  every  Street,  and 
the  Houfes  were  illuminated  ;  the 
Shouts  of  Vernon  for  ever  were  heard 
from  every  Tongue  ;  both  Ploufes 
of  Parliament,  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  &c.  addre/Ted  his  Majefty  upon 
the  Occafion  ;  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  fent  the  Admiral  their  Thanks, 
the  City  voted  him  their  Freedom, 
and  his  Head  became  the  favourite 
Sign  for  Publick  Houfes,  t3c.  &c. 
On  the  30th  of  April,  the  Duke 
of  Argyle  refigned  all  his  Places 
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under  the  Government.  On  May  8, 
the  Efpoufals  of  the  Princefs  Mary 
with  Prince  Frederick  of  HcJTe-CajJel 
were  folemnized,  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  being  that  Prince’s  Proxy. 
Her  Marriage-Portion,  as  provided 
by  Parliament,  was  40,000/.  and 
foon  after  the  Celebration  of  her 
Efpoufals,  fhe  fet  out,  properly  at¬ 
tended,  for  HeJJe-  Cajfel.  The  i'ame 
Month  died  Frcderitk-William,  Kino- 
of  PruJJia ,  &c.  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  eldeft  Son,  the  prefent  mag¬ 
nanimous  King  of  Prujjia.  In  June, 
a  Camp  was  formed  on  HomJJow- 
Heatb,  which  became  a  falhionable 
Spectacle  for  all  Ranks  of  People, 
whole  Curicfity  led  them  there  in 
great  Numbers.  Sir  John  Norris 
failed  with  a  large  Fleet  fr  m  Spit- 
bead,  having  hoiiled  his  Flag  cn 
board  the  Vi  firry,  in  which  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  embarked  as  a  Volunteei  ; 
but  the  Lien  running  foul  of  the 
Victory,  did  her  feme  Damage, 
which  forced  the  Fleet  to  put  back  ; 
and  the  Wind  difappointing  feveral 
ether  Attemps  to  fail,  the  Natioa 
was  under  great  Apprehenfions  on 
account  of  the  Spanijh  Squadrons 
at  Cadiz,  and  Ferr.ol,  which  joined 
-foon  after,  ar.d  failed  for  the  Weji- 
' ‘Indies,  as  did  a  French  Squadion 
from  Brcji  and  Toulon,  which  juftly 
increafed  the  Fears  of  the  Nation. 
However,  the  French  Squadron  re¬ 
turned  home  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  next  Year,  without  having  at¬ 
tempted  any  Thing.  On  the  29th 
of  June,  Advice  was  received  that 
the  brave  Vernon  had  taken  the 
Town  of  Chagre  and  Caflle  of  Lo¬ 
renzo,  demohlhed  that  Fort,  and 
made  a  great  Booty  ot  Goods  lying  • 
in  the  Cufiom-Houfe,  for  the  La¬ 
ding  the  Spanijh  Galleons.  To¬ 
wards  the  End  of  October,  Sir  Cha- 
Itncr  Ogle,  with  a  large  Fleet  of 
Men  of  War  and  Tranfports,  with 


an  Army  under  the  Command  of 
Lord  Cathcart,  failed  for  the  Weji - 
Indies-,  but  that  brave  Cffic er  dy¬ 
ing  in  his  Palfage,  the  Command 
of  the  Land  Forces  devolved  upon' 
Brigadier-General  Wentworth.  In 
January  following,  this  Fleet  arri¬ 
ved  in  Jamaica,  and  joined  Admiral 
Vernon.  On  the  9th  of  that  Month, 
died  his  Imperial  Majelly,  fucceed¬ 
ed  in  his  Hereditary  Dominions  by 
his  eldeit  Daughter  Maria-Vhei  efa, 
(married  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
and  Tujcany)  who  was  proclaimed 
Queen  of  Hungary,  Bohemia,  &c. 
Sc c.  But  notwithllanaing  the  Se¬ 
curity  of  the  famous  P  agmatick 
Sanction,  her  Title  to  many  of  her 
Father’s  Dominions  was  difputed 
by  feveral  of  the  Princes  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  which  produced  a  long  War 
in  Europe.  In  the  fame  Month,  the 
Czarina  departed  his  Life,  having, 
by  Wiil,  appointed  Prince  John,  an 
Infant,  Son  of  Duke  Anthony  Ulrick 
of  Brunfwiek ,  and  the  Pri ncefs  Anne 
of  Mecklenburg,  her  Succeffor,  and 
the  Duke  of  Courland  Regent.  The 
Regent,  however,  was  loon  turned 
out,  and  the  young  Czar’s  Mother 
fucceeded  him  in  that  Trull,  till 
her  S  n  was  finally  depoied,  and 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth  placed  upon 
the  Throne  of  the  RuJJias.  On  No¬ 
vember  18,  the  Parliament  met.  Oil 
the  18th  of  the  fame  Month  a  dread¬ 
ful  Fire  happened,  at  Charles  Town, 
in  South-Carolina  ;  which  deltroyed 
the  grea  eft  Part  of  that  thriving 
City,  to  the  Damage  of  above 
300,000  l.  Fhe  Parliament  grant¬ 
ed,  the  next  Year,  20,000  /.  for  the 
Relief  of  the  unhappy  Suifercrs  by 
that  dreadful  Calamity. 

The  moll  important  Affairs  that 
were  debated  in  Parliament,  in 
their  laid  Sellion,  1731,  were,  the 
Motion,  in  the  Houle  of  Peers,  to 
'add refs  his  Majelly,  to  be  informed 
what  Demand  of  Succours  had  been 
G  g  2  made 


made  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary ,  and 
whether  in  Men  or  Money;  which 
was  carried  in  the  Negative :  A 
Motion  for  a  fccret  Committee  to 
enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  the 
War ;  which  alio  was  carried  in 
the  Negative :  A  Motion  for  an 
Addre's,  moft  humbly  to  advife 
and  befeech  his  Majef.y,  to  remove 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  Prefence 
and  Counfels  for  ever  ;  which  had 
a  Negative  put  upon  it  by  a  great 
Majority,  as  had  a  like  Motion  in 
the  Houle  of  Commons,  by  a  Ma 
jority  of  1S4.  On  the  8th  of  April, 
his  Majeity,  in  a  Speech  to  both 
Houfes,  informed  them,  that  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  had  made  a  Re- 
quiiition  of  the  1  2,000  Men  flipu- 
lated  by  Treaty,  whereupon  he  had 
demanded  6000  Danes  and  6000 
HeJJians  to  be  ready  to  march  to  her 
Affiftance  ;  and,  as  further  Expences 
might  be  incurred  after  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  broke  up,  he  defired  fuch 
a  Supply  as  might  enable  him  to 
be  prepared  for  ail  Events,  £sV. 
Hereupon  both  Houfes  allured  his 
Majeily,  in  very  cordial  Addrefes, 
that  if  a  y /Part  of  his  Dominions, 
although  not  belonging  to  the 
Crown  of  Great-Britain,  fnould  be 
attacked,  c 5c.  in  Idel'entment  of  his 
Majefiy's  Meafures,  they  would  ex¬ 
ert  themleb.es  to  the  utmoll  in  pro¬ 
tecting  them.  They  then  granted 
500.000  /.  for  the  Support  of  the 
Queen  ol  Hungary,  and  Sums  to 
defray  the  Expence  of  the  Dams  and 
HeJJians.  On  April  25,  the  Pari  ament 
was  prorogued,  and  on  the  28th  dif- 
folved  by  Pr  Carnation,  and  Writs 
ordered  to  be  iffued  for  the  Eleftion 
of  a  new  one,  returned  'June  25. 

As  to  the  Progrefs  of  the  War 
in  1741,  Admiral  Vernon  and  Ge¬ 
nera!  Ventnjjortb,  in  March,  made 
them  dees  Mailers  of  ali  the  Forts 
and  Fafcine  Batteries  which  defend¬ 
ed  the  Harbour  cf  Catthagenp,  and 


were  preparing  to  befiege  that  Place, 
the  Advice  of  which  occalioned 
great  Rejoicings  in  England:  But 
this  Elation  foon  after  received  a 
Check,  when  the  Intelligence  arriv¬ 
ed,  that  alter  an  unfuccefsful  Attack 
on  Fort  St.  Lazarus,  they  had  been 
obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Cartha- 
gena,  and  to  re-embark  the  Troops  ; 
which  was  performed,  without  any 
Lofs,  on  April  16  ;  but  they  demo- 
lilhed  all  the  Caftles  and  Forts  that 
guarded  the  Harbour  :  Befides,  upon 
fhe  whole,  they  had  deilrcyed  lix 
Spanijh  Men  cf  War,  the  like  Num¬ 
ber  of  Galleons,  and  all  the  other 
Shipping  in  the  Flarbour,  with  the 
Lofs,  in  the  whole. Expedition,  of 
about  1600  Men  killed,  or  dead  of 
Sicknefs,  occafioned  by  the  Incle¬ 
mency  of  the  Climate.  The  Se3 
and  Land  Officers  mutually  charged 
each  other  with  the  Mifcarriage  of 
the  Siege.  Afterwards  the  Admi¬ 
ral,  Lfc.  failed  from  Jamaica,  on  an 
Expedition  to  Cuba  ;  and  he  enter¬ 
ed  a  line  Harbour,  which  he  named 
Cumberland  Harbour,  when  they 
landed  and  encamped  their  Troops, 
and  prepared  to  advance  further  into 
the  lfiand  ;  but  foon  after,  finding 
it  an  inconvenient  Station,  they  le- 
turned  to  Jamaica. 

The  Spaniar ds  landed  15,000  Men 
fafely  in  Italy,  not  one  Briiijh  Ship 
cf  War  being  in  their  Way  to  give 
them  any  Interruption.  In  the 
Mediterranian,  a  Spanijh  Squa¬ 
dron  flipped  by  Admiral  Haddock  ; 
but  he  purfued,  and  in  a  few  Days 
got  Sight  of  it,  off  Malaga,  and 
bore  down  upon  them,  in  Order 
of  Battle  ;  but  the  French  Fleet 
from  T oulon  being  then  near  them, 
their  Admiral  lent  to  tell  P</Ir. 
haddock,  he  had  Orders  to  take 
the  Spaniards  under  his  Protecti¬ 
on  ;  which  obliged  him  to  relin- 
quifh  the  Attack,  and  bear  away 
for  Port-Mahon.  Commodore  An - 


GEORGE  II. 


fort,  who  had  been  fer.t  with  a  Squa¬ 
dron  into  the  Scutb-Seas ,  met  with 
very  tempertuous  Weather,  after 
palling  the  St.  eights  of  Lc  Maire, 
by  which  the  Severn  and  Pear l 
were  feparated  from  him,  and  got 
into  Rio  'Janeiro ,  in  a  moil  ihattered 
Condition.  A  Spanijh  Squadron 
of  five  large  Ships,  which  failed 
fome  Time  before  Mr  Anfon,  loll 
two  of  their  Ships  alio,  in  ltormy 
Weather,  in  attempting  to  double 
Cape-Horn  ;  and  the  reft  were  forced 
to  return  to  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Seve¬ 
ral  rich  Prizes  were  made  by  our 
Cruizers  ;  but  the  Spaniards  took 
great  Numbers  of  our  Merchant 
Ships,  which  bred  great  Difcon- 
tents  in  England.  The  Battle  of 
Mollwiti s  was  fought,  with  doubt¬ 
ful  Succefs,  between  the  PruJJians 
and  Aujirians,  in  Silejia  ;  however, 
the  PruJJians  kept  the  Field  of  Bat¬ 
tle.  The  Eledlor  of  Bavaria,  and 
the  King  ,of  Poland,  Eledlor  of 
Saxony,  declared  likewife  againil 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  the  former 
took  Poffeffion  of  the  City  and 
Caille  of  Pajfau,  and  being  foon 
after  joined  by  a  French  Army  of 
40,000  Men,  under  the  Marfhals 
Brogho  and  Belleijle ,  made  himfelf 
Mailer  of  Lintz,  and  a  little  after 
appeared  even  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Vienna  :  Another  Army  of 
30,000  French  Troops,  under  Mar- 
fhal  Maillebcis,  joined  by  a  Body  of 
the  Troops  of  tne  Eledtors  of  Co¬ 
logne  and  Palatine,  marched  into 
Wcjlphalia,  and  took  Poll  upon  the 
Frontiers  of  Hanover.  As  to  his 
Polijb  Majefly,  he  entered  Bohemia , 
and  advanced  towards  Prague  ;  and 
the  Bavarians  and  French  having 
turned  oif  from  Vienna,  and  joined 
him,  they  took  that  City  by  Storm. 
To  complete  the  Scene  of  Havock 
in  Europe,  the  Swedes,  in  July,  de¬ 
clared  War  agamft  Rujjta  ;  but  a 
large  Detachment  of  their  Army 
being  defeated  by  the  Ruffians  near 


Wihnattjlrand,  that  Fortrefs  war, 
immediately  after,  taken  from  them 
by  AiTault.  Upon  the  Resolution 
in  Rujfia,  before  ment  oned,  a  Cef- 
fation  of  Arms  was  agreed  upon 
between  the  two  Powers. 

The  Eledlions  for  the  new  Par¬ 
liament  were  carried  on  with  gre..t 
Animoiity  by  the  oppoiite  Court 
and  Country  Parties,  as  they  were 
now  lliled  ;  and  at  that  for  Wejlmin - 
Jler,  a  Party  of  Soldiers  being  cak¬ 
ed,  on  Pretence  of  a  Pffot,  the 
Poll-Books  were  fliut,  and  the  two 
Court-Candidates,  Lord  Sundon  and 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  returned  bv  the 
High-BailifF.  It  occaficned  warm 
Debates  in  the  Committee  of  Elec¬ 
tions  at  the  Meeting  of  the  new 
Parliament  ;  the  Election  was  de¬ 
claimed  void,  the  High-Bailiff  taken 
into  Cuftody,  the  J ultices  who  lent 
for  the  Soldiers  reprimanded,  and 
a  Writ  ordeied  for  a  new  Eledtion, 
when  Lord  Percivc.l  and  Mr.  Ed¬ 
win  were  choien.  When  the  Elec¬ 
tion  was  declared  void,  there  were 
great  Rejoicings  throughout  the 
City  of  Wefttninjler.  The  Court 
loft  this  Eledlion  in  the  Houle  by 
a  Majority  of  four  only,  which  was 
a  Prc-lude  to  more  Mortifications, 
that  were  preparing  for  the  Ivii- 
nilter. 

On  the  8 th  of  September  a  great 
Hurricane,  which  parted  almoit  a  1 
over  the  Kingdom,  did  great  Da- 
mnsre,  both  on  Shore  and  on  the  Sea- 
Coarts.  The  25  th  of  November  was 
observed  as  a  Day  of  folemn  Fart¬ 
ing  and  Humiliation. 

On  December  I,  the  new  Parlia¬ 
ment  met,  and  choie  Mr.  Onflow 
again  their  Speaker ;  and,  cn  the 
4th,  his  Majerty  opened  the  Sefiien 
with  a  moil  gracious  Speech,  where¬ 
in  he  reprefented  the  Dangers  Eu¬ 
rope  was  threatened  with,  by  the  Con- 
feoeracy  for  fubverting  the  Hcufe 
of  Auftria,  and  recommended  to 
both  Houles  a  neceflary  Concern 
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for  maintaining  the  Liberties  of 
Europe  at  that  important  Crifis, 
The  Lords  Addrefs,  in  Anfwer, 
was  particularly  zealous  and  af- 
fefliohate,  but  that  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  much  cooler  ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  Motion  for  an  Addrefs  was 
agreed  to,  a  Motion,  that  the  Houle 
fhould,  on  “January  2!,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  conlider  of  the  State  of 
the  Nati  n,  was  agreed  to,  vein, 
con.  On  December  16,  agreat  Con- 
teft  arofe  about  the  Choice  of  a 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Pri¬ 
vileges  and  Elections,  when  Dr.  Lee, 
fupporie.i  by  the  Country  Party, 
carried  it,  by  242  againlt  ztS  ; 
which  was  another  fatal  blow  to  the 
Court-Party. 

In  the  Year  1742,  the  War  was 
carried  on  with  various  Succei's ; 
the  Autirians  made  themfelves  Maf- 
ters  of  the  City  of  Munich,  Capi¬ 
tal  of  tl'.e  £Je£lorate  of  Bavaria, 
and  foon  ovc-r-ran  that  Electorate  ; 
and  Prince  Charles  of  Lor  rain,  with 
another  Aijirian  Army,  having 
driven  the  French  and  Bavarians 
under  the  Cannon  cf  Prague,  ia.d 
Siege  to  that  City  ;  the  French, 
upon  this,  threw  themfelves  into 
the  Place,  and  fuftained  a  long 
Siege  ;  but,  being  reduced  to  great 
Extremities,  Marfhal  Beil  -jls  found 
Means  to  get  cut  of  the  Town, 
and  made  a  memorable  Retreat, 
though  with  great  Lois,  after  which 
the  City  was  furrendered  to  the 
Aitfirians  ;  fo  that  the  Queen  of 
Hungary*  s  Affairs  began  to  aflame 
a  promifing  Afpect.  I  he  Battle  of 
C.zaJlavj  was  fought,  between  rhe 
Prujftans  under  thtir  King,  and  the 
A  ft  nans  under  Prince  Charles,  ar.d 
though  the  P ruffians  kept  the  field 
of  Battle,  neither  Side  could  boaft 
of  Victory.  However,  this  Battle 
was  followed  by  a  Treaty,  con¬ 
cluded  at  Brijlanu,  between  the  two 
Powers,  on  May  31  ;  which  was 
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alfo  footi  after  productive  of  Peace 
between  the  Aujlrians  and  Saxons . 
In  Italy,  the  Aujlrians  and  Sardi¬ 
nians  iubjugated  the  whole  Duchy 
of  Modena  \  and,  on  the  other  Side, 
Don  Philip  made  himfelf  Mailer 
of  Chamherry,  and  cf  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Duchy  of  Savoy. 
Commodore  Martin,  about  tne 
fame  Time,  with  five  Men  of  War 
and  four  Bomb-Ketches  appear¬ 
ing  before  the  City  of  Naples,  com, 
pelled  his  Sicilian  Majelly  to  re¬ 
call  his  Troops,  then  acting  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  the  Spanifh  Army,  and 
to  promife  not  to  give  them  any 
further  Affiilance.  This  Officer 
had  been  detached,  for  that  Pur- 
pefe,  by  Admiral  Matthews,  who 
had  taken  the  Command  of  the 
Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 

In  America,  Commodore  Anfon , 
who  uns  fea;ed  to  be  loll,  doubled 
Cape  Horn,  and  appeared  in  the 
South-Seas,  with  two  Men  of  War. 
Admiral  Vernon  and  General  Went¬ 
worth  Jailed  from  Jamaica,  on  an¬ 
other  Expedition  to  the  Continent, 
but  were  fo  retarded  by  contrary 
Winds,  they  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Jamaica  without  attempting 
ar.y  Thing  ;  and  fome  Months  after, 
they  both  anived  in  England.  Part 
of  the  Fleet  at  Jamaica,  with  fovne 
Land-Forces,  took  Pclfeffion  of  the 
Ilian d  of  Rattan,  in  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  and  fortified  it.  The 
Spaniards  made  an  Attempt  upon 
Georgia,  with  a  confiderabie  Fleet, 
and  debarked  3000  Land-Forces 
upon  the  Iff  and  of  St.  Simon  ;  but 
the  brave  General  Oglethorpe,  with 
a  Handful  cf  Men,  after  defeating 
them  in  many  Skirmifhes,  obliged 
them  to  retreat  to  their  Ships,  in 
Confufipn,  and  return  to  St.  Au- 
gujline. 

On  January  13,  Charles,  Eledlor 
of  Bavaria,  was  chofen  Emperor 
of  Germany,  at  Franckfort,  notwith. 
fianding  ail  the  Oppofition  of  the 
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Auftrians.  Sixteen  Thoufand  Briiijh 
Troops  were  embarked  for  Flan¬ 
ders,  which  were  fome  Time  alter 
joined  by  16,000  Hanoverians  and 
6000  Hejfans  in  Britijh  Pay  ;  and 
the  Earl  of  Stair  fet  out  for  Hol¬ 
land,  as  Ambafiador  Extraordinary, 
from  whence  he  was  to  repair  to 
Flanders  to  take  the  Command  of 
thofe  Troops.  His  Lordlhip,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  prevail  on  their 
High  Mightineifes  to  join  with 
his  Majelly  in  making  a  Diverfion 
in  favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  though  he  concluded  a  defen- 
five  Alliance  with  them  for  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  German  Dominions.  The 
Duke  of  Holjlein  was  this  Year  de¬ 
clared  Succeflor  to  the  Throne  of 
Raffia  ;  and  the  Svoedijb  Army  be¬ 
ing  driven  out  of  Finland,  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  feized  the  whole  Province,  and 
all  their  Magazines. 

Let  me  now  take  a  Survey  of 
the  moll  important  domeftick  Tranf- 
aCtions  of  the  Year  1742.  The 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  London, 
St c.  petitioned  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  preferring  a  Complaint 
againfl:  the  Lords  of  the  Admiral¬ 
ty,  that  they  negleCted  our  Trade, 
did  not  appoint  proper  Cruizers 
and  Convoys,  csY.  The  Petition 
was  prel'ented  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London.  And  Petitions  to  the 
fame  Effect  were  prefen  ted  from  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com¬ 
mons  of  London ;  from  Brifcl,  Li¬ 
verpool,  Glafgoav,  and  many  other 
trading  Places.  On  this  the  Houfe 
paired  a  fevere  Cenfure  on  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  or¬ 
dered  in  a  Bill  for  better  protecting 
and  fecuring  our  Trade  and  Navi¬ 
gation  in  Time  of  War:  But  the 
Bill  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords, 
and  lo  the  Affair  dropped.  The 
Place-Bill  was  palled  by  the  Com¬ 
mons,  but  rejedted  by  the  Lords. 
On  February  z,  the  contefted  Elec¬ 
tion  for  Chippenham  having  been 


carried  againfl  the  Court,  by  a  Ma¬ 
jority  of  16,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  left 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  on  the 
9th,  he  was  created  Earl  of  Orfcrd, 
&c.  and  on  the  nth  he  refigned  all 
his  Employments.  Hereupon,  the 
Lord  Carteret  was  made  one  of  the 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
Mr.  Sandys  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  &c.  both  of  w  hom  had  been 
in  the  Oppofttion  to  the  late  Mi- 
niftry.  Soon  after,  another  great 
Champion  in  the  Oppofttion,  Mr. 
Pulteney,  to  the  Surprize  of  every 
one  was  created  Earl  of  Bath. 
On  March  21,  a  Motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a 
Committee  to  enquire  into  the 
ConduCt  of  Robert  Earl  of  Orfcrd, 
for  the  laft  ten  Years,  CsY.  (Ac. 
which  was  agreed  to  by  a  Ma¬ 
jority  of  feven  only.  It  was  then 
agreed  it  lhouid  be  a  fcltCt  and 
fecret  Committee,  of  21  ;  which 
Committee  was  chofen  by  Bal¬ 
lot.  This  Committee  made  fome 
Progrefs  in  the  expeCted  Enquiry, 
w-hich,  however,  at  laft  came  to 
nothing,  to  the  great  Disappoint¬ 
ment  of  every  Friend  to  his  Coun¬ 
try.  On  July  15,  his  Majefty  put 
an  End  to  the  Sefhon  ;  on  November 
16,  the  Parliame  t  met  again  ;  and 
on  December  3,  a  Motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  re¬ 
viving  the  lecret  Committee  ;  but 
it  w'as  carried  in  the  Negative : 
And  great  Debates  arofc  in  the 
Houfe  about  granting  657,888/. 
for  the  Charge  of  Hanoverian 
Troops,  from  Augujt  31,  1742,  t0 
December  25,  1 743  ;  but  the  Queftion 
w'as  carried  in  the  Affirmative. 

Some  Attempts  were  made,  at 
the  Beginning  of  this  Year,  by  the 
Minifiry,  to  bring  about  a  Recon¬ 
ciliation  between  his  Majefty  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  his  Royal 
Kighnefs,  exprefiing  his  dutilul 
Regard  to  his  Majefty,  refufed  to 
go  to  Court  whilft  Sir  Robert  tt'al- 
G  g  4 
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pole  prefideij.  in  his  Ma;e  fly’s  Coun¬ 
cils.  On  February  20,  a  Comet 
made  its  Appearance,  and  continued 
in  our  Hemiiphere  ter  tome  Weeks. 
On  Au.gu.fi  1 7,  a  Pardon  pa  fled  the 
Great  Seal,  to  the  famous  Robert 
K; right,  Eli;  Cafhier  or  the  South- 
Ser.  Company  in  the  fatal  Year  1720. 
A  Fait  was  obferved  on  the  10th  of 
November.  Many  Ornaments  of  the 
Republick  of  Letters  departed  this 
Life  in  '174.Z,  particularly.  Dr. 
Edmund  Huiley,  Altroncmer  Royal  ; 
Lord  Paget ,  Author  of  feveral  Foe- 
ti  al  Pieces ;  Dr.  Thomas  Dover, 
a  lkilfu.1  Phyfician  ;  Mr.  1 \icholas 
Amhurfi,  reputed  Author  of  the 
CrUft/man,  Ac.  Mr.  omerville ,  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Chace;  Dr.  Boulter,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Armagh,  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

In  the  Year  1743,  great  Debates 
arofe  in  the  Home  of  Commons 
in  Relation  to  the  Contract  for  the 
Remittance  of  the  Money  abroad, 
neceffary  for  the  Publick  Service  ; 
but  the  -Effects  of  the  Enquiry  fet 
on  foot  for  that  Purpofe  were  dif- 
appointed :  500,000/.  was  grant¬ 
ed  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  fupport 
the  Queen  of  Hungary.  In  theJHoufe 
of  Lords  were  very  warm  Debates 
on  the  Bill  for  Liceniing  the  Retail 
of  Spirituous  Liquors,  which  was 
oppofed  ftrenuoully  by  the  Bench 
of  Bifhcps ;  however,  the  Bid  at 
length  pailed,  ai  d  received  the  Royal 
Afi'ent.  On  April  21,  his  Majefty 
put  an  End  to  the  Sefiion,  aider  pal¬ 
ling  the  Bill  for  railing  ijpoo,oco/. 
by  Annuities  and  a  Lottery,  that 
fer  Relief  cf  Infolvent  Debtors, 
(Ac.  anc!  that  for  planting  a  Million 
out  of  the  Sinking  Find.  In  his 
Speech  he  informed  them,  that  he 
had  ordered  his  Army  to  pals  the 
Rhine,  as  Auxiliaries  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  Ac.  Ac.  On  December  j, 
the  Parliament  met  again,  and  rood 
of  the  Affairs  that  came  before  them, 
in  this  Year,  were  carried  acc  rding 
to  the  Deiire  of  the  Court, 


The  War  was  carried  on,  this 
Year,  with  increafed  Vigour;  the 
Britijh  Troops,  with  their  Mercena¬ 
ries,  entered  Germany  ;  and  on  June 
16,  was  fought  the  famous  Battle 
of  Dettingen,  between  the  Allied 
Army,  commanded  by  his  Majefty, 
in  Perfon,  and  under  him,  by  Lord 
Stair,  and  the  French  Army,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Marfhal  Duke  de 
Doaiiles  ;  when  the  latter  was  defeat¬ 
ed,  and  obliged  to  repafs  the  Main 
with  great  Precipitation  :  But  as  the 
Allies  were  deltitute  of  Pio'-iftons, 
and  were  oblige  ,  that  Night,  to 
continue  their  March  towards  Ha- 
nau,  leaving  their  Wounded  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Enemy,  it  gave  a 
Handle  to  the  French  to  boaft  of  a 
Victory,  which  they  had  the  Con¬ 
fidence  to  do,  though  all  the  fair 
Accounts  of  the  Battle  convinced 
the  World  of  the  contrary.  A 
generd  Thnnkfbiving  was  folem- 
nized  in  Great-Britain,  on  account 
of  this  Vi&ory,  (Ac.  Soon  after 
this  Battle,  Lord  Stair  refigned 
his  Commiflions  of  General  cf  the 
Allied  Army,  (A f.  upon  fome  Dif- 
gull  he  had  taken  at  the  Manage¬ 
ment  after  the  Battle,  In  Oftobcr 
the  Allied  Army  inarched  back  to 
Flanders,  to  take  up  their  Winter- 
Quarters  there ;  and  the  States  of 
Holland  it nt  to  that  Army,  after  great 
Deliberation,  in  September,  the  Rein- 
f  .rcement  of  20,odo  of  their  Troops. 
The  Aujirians,  under  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain,  defeated,  on  the  28th 
of  April,  the  Bavarian  Army  com¬ 
manded  by  General  Minuzzi,  near 
Beaunau,  taking  that  General  and 
two  others  Piiioners,  and  again  got 
PoiTefiion  of  Munich,  and  the  whole 
Electorate  of  Bavaria,  which  they 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  forne 
T  me  before.  Soon  afur,  the  French 
Troops,  under  Broglie,  feparating 
from  the  Imperial  Army,  the  Em¬ 
peror  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
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with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  on  the 
15th  of  July.  In  Augvft,  Prince 
Charles  endeavoured  to  fhift  the 
Seat  of  War,  by  attempting  to  pafs 
the  Rhine,  above  Brifac,  but  was 
repulled,  and  forced  to  relinquilh 
his  Defign,  and  marched  back  into 
Bavaria.  In  Italy ,  the  Battle  of 
Campo  Santo  was  fought  between 
the  Aujlrian  and  Sardinian  Army 
under  Count  I'raun,  and  the  Spa - 
tiijh  Army  commanded  by  Count 
Gages ;  which  was  a  very  bioody 
Afbon,  and  the  Spaniards  were,  at 
length,  obliged  to  retreat.  Don 
Philip  attempted  a  Pafiage  into 
Piedmont,  near  Chauteau  Dauphine, 
but  was  repulfed  by  his  Sardinian 
Majefty  ;  and  Admiral  ’Matthews 
obliged  the  Genuefe  to  lay  up  the 
Cargoes  of  feveral  Spanijh  Veffels, 
laden  with  Ammunition  and  war¬ 
like  Stores,  which  had  taken  Shel¬ 
ter  in  the  Port  of  Genoa,  in  the 
Caftle  of  St.  Bonifacio,  there  to  re¬ 
main  until  the  End  of  the  War. 
In  America,-  Commodore  Anfon,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Advices  received 
this  Year,  had  taken  feveral  valu¬ 
able  Prizes,  in  the  South-Seas,  and 
plundered  the  Town  of  Payta  ; 
and  Commodore  Knowles  attacked 
La  Guiara,  but  was  obliged  to  give 
over  his  Enterprize.  Many  rich 
Captures  were  made  from  the 
Enemy,  particularly,  the  Pierre 
Jofeph,  taken  by  the  Squirrel  Man 
of  W ar  ;  the  St.  Jofeph,  a  Spanijh 
Regifter  Ship,  wortn  ico,oco/. 
taken  by  the  Fewey  ;  and  another 
Prize,  of  the  fame  Value,  was  taken 
by  the  Mon  couth.  A  Treaty  was 
concluded  at  Worms,  in  September, 
between  Great-Britain,  Hungary,  and 
Sardinia,  in  -which  the  former  en¬ 
gaged  to  pay  to  Sardinia,  during  the 
War,  an  Annual  Subfidy  of  zoo.oool. 
Sterling ;  and  Final  was  to  be  taken 
from  the  Genoefe,  and  given  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia. 

The  other  mod  remarkable 
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Events  of  this  Year  were,  the 
Death  of  the  famous  Cardinal 
Fleury,  Prime  Miniller  of  France, 
aged  89  ;  of  the  Eleflor  of  Mentz  ; 
and  of  M.  Campillo,  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Spain.  The  Remains  of  the 
Regiments  lately  in  the  Wejl- 
Indies  returned  home,  who  were 
fcarce  the  Shadow  of  them  when 
fent  out ;  as  an  Indance  of  which. 
General  Blakeney’ s  Regiment,  which 
w'ent  out  800  itrong,  now  confid¬ 
ed  only  of  eight  Men.  The  Scotch 
Regiments  of  Highlanders,  upon 
a  Report  of  their  being  to  be  fent 
to  the  Wejl-lndies,  mutinied  ;  and 
150  deferred  from  that  Corps,  and 
marched  Northward ;  but  were 
overtaken,  obliged  to  furrender, 
and  brought  Prifoners  to  the  7i lavrr  j 
Three  of  them  were  Ihot,  and  the 
red  tranfported  to  ferve  in  the  Re¬ 
giments  in  Jamaica  and  Georgia. 
On  October  19,  the  Princefs  Louifa 
fet  out  for  Germany,  and  was  loon 
after  married  to  the  Prince  Royal 
of  Denmark-,  and  on  the  27th  of 
December,  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain 
was  married,  at  Vienna,  to  the 
Arch-Du  chefs,  Mary  Anne,  Sider 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  In  that 
Month  another  Comet  appeared, 
and  continued  in  View  a  long 
Time. 

General  Mackintojh,  a  Rebel  Com¬ 
mander  in  1715,  Dr.  Cheyne,  a 
celebratedPhyfician,  Mr.  Ainjwsorth, 
Compiler  of  the  Latin  Dictionary, 
Admiral  Sir  Charles  Wager,  John 
Campbell,  Duke  of  Argylr,  and 
many  otner  celebrated  Perions,  de- 
ceafed  this  Year. 

At  the  Beginning  of  this  Year 
1744,  the  Nation  was  alarmed  with 
the  Rumour  of  an  intended  French 
Invafion,  in  favour  of  the  Preten¬ 
der,  whofe  elded  Son,  in  December, 
paded  through  Italy,  in  the  Difguife 
of  a  Spanijh  Courier,  embarked  at 
Final,  landed  at  Antibes,  arrived 
at  Paris,  and  even  came  to  Calais. 
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A  French  Squadron  failed  up  the 
Channel,  and  had  got  as  far  as 
Dungenefs ,  and  Troops  were  actu¬ 
ally  embarking  at  Dunkirk ,  though 
War  had  not  been  declared  between 
the  two  Nations.  Hereupon,  his 
Majelly,  in  a  MelTage  to  both 
Houfes,  informed  them  of  the 
French  Defigns  ;  in  Anfwer  to 
which,  they  jointly  prefented  a 
loyal  Addrefs,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  others  from  the  City  of 
London,  and  moll  Corporations  in 
the  Kingdom,  expreffing  their  Ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  French  Attempt, 
and  promifing  to  Hand  by  his  Ma- 
jelty  with  their  Lives  and  Fortunes. 
Many  Regiments  were  marched 
towards  the  Southern  Coalls,  and 
Sir  John  Norris  put  to  Sea  with  a 
formidable  Squadron  ;  but  upon 
his  appearing  in  Sight  of  the  French 
Fleet,  off  Dungenefs ,  they  made  the 
bell  of  their  Way  back  to  Breft : 
Some  of  their  Tranfports  having 
been  loll  alfo  in  the  Road  of  Dun¬ 
kirk,  and  others  damaged,  their 
Defign  was,  for  that  Year,  laid 
slide.  A  Proclamation  was  lffued, 
in  February ,  for  putting  the^  Laws 
in  Rxecutjon  againll  PapiFs  and 
Nonjurors  ;  and  on  Mar  Ns  2,  the 
Habeas  Corpus  ACt  was  fufpended. 
On  the  1 8th,  3000  Dutch  Troops 
arrived  at  GraveJ'end,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  3000  moie,  agreeable  to  a  De¬ 
mand  made  by  his  Majefly,  pur- 
fuant  to  Treaty.  And  now  France 
threw  off  the  Malk,  under  which 
Ihe  had  fo  long  concealed  her  In¬ 
tentions,  by  declaring  War  againll 
Great- Britain,  March  4,  at  Paris  ; 
which  was  foon  followed  by  a 
counter  Declaration  on  our  Part, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  Nation, 
which  had  long  remedied,  with  In¬ 
dignation,  upon  the  many  Infults 
we  had  received  from  that  faithlefs 
People.  The  Dutch,  who  upon 
fuch  an  Event  were  to  fupply  us 
with  twenty  Men  of  War,  did 


vouchfafe  to  fend  five  or  fix,  which v 
for  any  Service  they  were  of,  might 
as  well  have  ftaid  at  home.  The 
EleClor  of  Saxony,  and  Landgrave 
of  Heffe,  refufed  their  llipulated 
Succours,  until  we  had  an  Army 
formed  in  Hanover  fufficient  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  ;  the  Ruffians  alledged 
it  was  too  late  in  the  Year  to  give 
us  the  Affiltance  we  had  a  Right 
to  demand  ;  and  the  King  of  Priffia 
infilled  we  were  the  Aggreffors, 
and  therefore  would  fend  us  no 
Succour.  In  April,  the  French  alfo 
declared  War  againll  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  and  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  againll  France  in  the  fuc- 
ceedmg  Month ;  and  a  few  Days  af¬ 
ter,  a  Treaty  was  concluded,  at 
Franckfort,  between  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Prvffia,  the  Elector  Pala¬ 
tine,  and  King  of  Sweden,  as 
Landgrave  of  Heffie- CaJ/'el,  for  mu¬ 
tual  Defence,  getting  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Titles  acknowledged,  and  his 
Dominions  reflored.  On  the  firll 
of  May  the  French  King  arrived 
at  his  Army,  near  Lifle,  of  121,000 
Combatants,  and,  in  a  few  Days, 
took  PoiTefficn  of  Warneton,  Cour - 
tray,  Haflcbeck  and  Pont  du  Pierre , 
without  Refitlance.  On  the  7th, 
he  invelled  Menin,  which  furren- 
dered  on  the  24th.  On  June  13, 
Tpres  alfo  lurrendered  to  his  Arms ; 
and  foon  after.  Fort  Knoque  and 
Fumes  ;  none  of  thofe  important 
Places  being  provided  with  fuf¬ 
ficient  Garrifons,  and  the  Allied 
Army  too  weak  to  attempt  their 
Relief.  Meanwhile,  the  Aujlrian 
Army,  under  Prince  Charles  of 
Lorrain,  was  attempting  a  pow¬ 
erful  Diverfion,  and,  by  Stra¬ 
tagem,  actually  palled  the  Rhine , 
above  Landau,  maugre  ail  the 
Vigilance  of  M.  Coigny,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  French  and  Imperial 
Army  in  Alj'ace  ;  for  the  Emperor 
had  now  broke  his  late  Treaty  with 
the  Queen  of  Hungary .  Prince 

Charles 
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Charles  laid  Alface  under  Contri-  jefty’s  Troops.  On  the  ioth  o£ 
bution  ;  and  thereupon  the  French  July ,  N.  S.  a  finart  Adlion  hap- 
King  marched  towards  the  Rhine,  pened  at  Velletri,  where  the  Aujlri- 
with  the  gre’ateft  Part  of  his  Army,  ans  were  very  near  taking  Prifoners 
leaving  about  50,000  Men  in  Flan-  the  King  of  Sicily  and  Duke  of 
ders,  under  the  Command  of  the  Modena  in  their  Quarters,  in  that 
famous  Count  Saxe.  But  though  Town.  Soon  after,  upon  Prince 
the  Allied  Army  was  now  fuperior  Charles's  repaifing  the  Rhine,  Prince 
to  the  French ,  they  never,  during  Lobkowitz  was  obliged  to  march 
the  reft  of  the  Campaign,  offer-  into  Lombardy,  to  fupport  his  Sar- 
ed  to  attack  them,  or  to  retake  any  dinian  Majefty,  and  was  now,  in 
of  their  late  Conquefts.  The  great  his  Turn,  clofely  followed  by  Count 
Expedlations  from  Prince  Charles' s  Gages  with  the  Spanijh  Army.  On 
palling  the  Rhine,  were  likewife  February  11,  Admiral  Matthews 
l'oon  d  {appointed  by  an  Event  that  came  up  with,  and  engaged,  the 
was  little  expected.  The  King  of  united  French  and  Spanijh  Fleets, 
PruJJia,  taking  up  the  Caufe  of  the  who  had  juft  left  the  Harbour  of 
Emperor,  broke  the  Peace  alfo  with  Toulon,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have 
the  Queen  of  Hungary ,  and  at  the  quite  demolifhcd  them  ;  but  Ad- 
Head  of  a  powerful  Army  entered  miral  Lcjiock,  with  his  Divilion, 
Bohemia,  made  himfelf  Maker  of  either  would  not,  or  could  not, 
Prague,  and,  loon  after,  of  almoit  come  up  to  engage ;  fo  that  die 
the  whole  Kingdom.  This  fudden  Enemy  efcaped  in  the  Night,  have- 
Irrupticn  obliged  Prince  Charles  ing  had  one  Spanijh  Snip,  of  60 
to  repafs  the  Rhine,  which  he  did,  Guns,  burnt,  and  feveral  others 
without  any  Lofs,  Augujl  12,  in  difabled.  Our  Squadron,  which,  as 
order  to  march  to  the  Relief  cf  Bo-  Admiral  Lejlock  did  not  engage,  was 
hernia.  He  was  followed  by  two  much  inferior  to  the  Enemy,  fuf- 
Freuch  Armies,  one  of  which  laid  tained  no  great  Lofs ;  fave  that 
Siege  to  Strajburgh,  and  the  other,  Captain  Cornwall,  the  brave  Com- 
in  Conjun&ion  with  the  Imperial  mander  cf  the  Mcvlbcrougb,  was 
Forces,  recovered  Polfeffion  of  Mu-  killed,  with  43  of  his  Men,  and 
nich  and  the  greaieft  Part  of  Banja-  120  were  wounded.  Our  Squadron, 
ria.  Confequently,  the  King  of  by  conftant  Storms,  and  contrary 
PruJJla,  whilft  his  Friends  thus  di-  Winds,  was  obliged  to  bear  away 
verted  their  Attention  to  other  Ob-  for  Port-Mahon,  whilft  me  Enemy 
jefts,  was  obliged  to  abandon  Bo-  took  Shelter  in  the  neareft  Ports 
hernia,  and  fly  before  the  Aujlrians,  of  Spain.  Soon  after,  Lcjiock,  have- 
who  had  been  reinforced  with  ing  been  fufpended  by  Admiral 
20,000  Saxons.  Friburgh  was  fur-  Matthews,  arrived  in  England,  as 
rendered  to  the  French  on  October  did  Admiral  Matthews  himfelf  in 
24,  after  a  very  brave  Defence ;  September,  of  whom  more  will  be 
and  the  Caftle  was  not  given  up  heard  in  the  proper  Place.  The 
until  November  16;  after  which  BritiJIs  Squadron  thus  abi'ent  from 
the  French  Army,  on  that  Side,  the  Coaft,  Don  Philip,  with  the 
attempted  nothing  during  the  reft  Spanifij  Army,  and  their  French 
of  the  Campaign.  In  Italy,  Prince  Auxiliaries,  under  the  Prince  of 
Lobkowitz  drove  the  Spaniards  into  Conti,  palled  the  Far,  and  made 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  at  the  Be-  themfelves  Makers  of  Nice,  and  foon 
ginning  of  the  Year,  where  they  were  after  forced  the  Ficdmcntefe  Intrench- 
again  joined  by  his  Sicilian  Ma-  meats  at  Montalban  and  Filla- 

franea. 
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franca,  though  with  a  great  Lofs 
of  Officers  and  Men.  The  Spaniards 
then  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Oneglia, 
hut  a  little  while  afterwards  were 
forced  to  abandon  it,  and  retire  to 
Chateau  Dauphine ,  with  much  Lofs. 
jn  July,  the  combined  Army  made 
an  Attack  on  Chateau  Dauphine, 
Demont  and  the  Piedmontefe  Intrench- 
ments  on  that  Side,  which  at 
length  they  carried,  with  the  Lofs 
of  between  4  and  5000  Men.  Coni 
was,  upon  this,  invjefted  by  them  ; 
but  they  were  forced,  after  buffering 
confiderabiy,  to  rife  from  before 
that  Place,  occafioned  by  the  vi¬ 
gorous  Defence  of  the  Garrifon,  and 
the  throwing  in  of  a  large  Succour 
by  his  Sardinian  Majefty.  Many  rich 
French  and  Spanijh  Prizes  were  ta¬ 
ken,  this  Year,  by  our  Fleets  and 
Cruizers ;  and  it  was  computed  we 
had  above  11,000  French  Seamen, 
Prifoners  in  England,  at  the  Clofe  of 
it.  Many  of  ours  were  alfo  taken, 
particularly  the  Northumberland  Man 
of  War,  of  70  Guns,  Captain  Wat- 
fon,  two  of  his  Lieutenants  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  Men,  being  killed  in  the 
Engagement.  On  June  14,  Commo¬ 
dore  Anfon,  in  the  Centurion,  ar¬ 
rived  at  St.  Helen  s,  whereby  he 
completed  his  Voyage  round  the 
World.  He  brought  with  him  the 
^Treafure  and  Produce  of  the  Cargo 
of  an  Ac.-pulco  Ship,  which  he 
took,  June  30,  1743,  near  the 

Philippine  Iflands,  after  having  re¬ 
fitted  his  Ship  at  Canton,  in  China, 
amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  above 
a  Million  Sterling.  On  July  27, 
Sir  John  Balden  faded  from  Spit- 
head,  with  a  formidable  Squadron, 
which  was  joined  by  feveral  Dutch 
Men  of  War ;  but  that  gallant 
Commander  was,  foon  after,  wreck¬ 
ed  in  his  Ship  the  Vidlory,  one  of 
the  fined  Firfl-rates  in  the  Navy, 
which  was  loll  with  her  whole 
Crew,  confifting  of  ’1000  Men, 
among  whom  were  100  Gentle- 
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men,  Volunteers,  either  by  foun¬ 
dering  at  Sea,  cr  running  upon  a 
Rock,  near  the  Race  of  Alderney  ; 
for  the  Truth  of  this  unfortunate 
Event  could  never  be  difcovered, 
as  no  one  Soul  on  board  was  ever 
after  heard  of ;  though  fome  of  the 
Victory's  Upper  Works,  ifec.  have 
fince  been  driven  on  the  French 
Coaft,  and  ellewhere.  His  Majefty 
fettled  a  Penfion  of  500  /.  per  Ann. 
on  his  Widow.  In  America,  Deputy- 
Governor  Hodge,  of  the  Ifland  of 
Anguilla,  in  the  WeJI-Indies,  drove 
the  French  out  of  their  Half  of  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Martin  ;  and  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew  declared  themfelves  his 
Britannick  Majefty’s  Subjects.  The 
French  took  and  burnt  our  Fort 
of  Canfo,  in  Nova- Scotia,  after 
making  the  Garrifon  Prifoners  of 
War. 

But  now  let  me  recapitulate  the 
other  T  ran  fa  61  ions  of  the  Year 
1744.  A  general  Fall  was  obferved 
in  England,  on  April  1 1.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  put  an  End  to  the  Scffion  of 
Parliament,  on  May  1 2,  with  a 
moft  gracious  Speech,  from  the 
Throne.  The  Prince  of  Eaji - 
Friejland  dying  on  May  14,  that 
Principality  devolved  on  the  King 
of  PruJJla.  On  June  20,  a  Pen¬ 
fion  of  4000  /.  per  Ann.  was  grant¬ 
ed  to  Robert  Earl  of  Orjord,  in 
Confederation  of  his  long  and  faithful 
Services.  Street-Robberies  were  ar¬ 
rived  to  an  enormous  Height  to¬ 
wards  the  Clofe  cf  this  Year:  The 
Robbers  marched  in  Bands,  armed 
with  Piftols,  Cutlaffes,  and  Blud¬ 
geons,  and  were  fo  daring  as  even 
to  plunder  and  maim  People  in 
broad  Daylight,  until,  by  proper 
Rewa:ds  and  vigorous  Meafures,' a 
Stop  was  put  to  fuch  notorious 
Villainy.  The  Colcbefeer  Man  or 
War,  of  50  Guns,  was  loft,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  25,  being  run  upon  the  Sands 
between  the  Long-Sand  and  Kentijh 

Knock , 
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Knock.,  and  40  of  her  Crew  periled. 
On  November  27,  the  Parliament 
met,  and  the  Seffion  was  opened 
with  a  moll  gracious  Speech  from 
the  Throne.  The  moll  remarkable 
Perfons,  that  departed  this  Life  in 
the  Year  1744,  were,  Dr.  Defagu- 
liers,  the  eminent  Mathematician  ; 
Mr.  Pope,  the  celebrated  Poet ;  John 
Anjiis,  Efq;  Garter  King  at  Arms, 
a  learned  Genealogilt  ;  Mr.  Jacob, 
Author  of  the  Law  Dictionary  ;  Mr. 

! Theobald ,  the  Poet;  and  Sarah,  Du- 
chefs-Dowager  of  Marlborough,  Re¬ 
lift  of  the  immortal  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
174.5,  Charles  the  Vllth,  Emperor  of 
Germany,  ana  Eleftor  of  Bavaria, 
.departed  this  Life,  at  Munich,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  his  Eleft  '.rate  by 
his  eldell  Son,  Maximilian-J ofeph , 
who,  upon  the  Aujlrians  gaining  a 
complete  Victory  over  the  French 
Army,  and  taking  their  General,  M. 
Segur,  Prifoner,  on  April  4,  at  Pfaf- 
fenhofen,  being  obliged  to  fly  from 
Munich,  concluded  a  Peace  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  at  FueJJen. 

On  February  14,  his  Majelty  ac¬ 
quainted  both  Houfes,  that  he  had 
concluded  a  Treaty,  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
and  the  States-General,  with  the 
King  of  Poland.  On  February  18, 
M.  Belleijle,  and  the  Chevalier  his 
Brother,  were  brought  Prifoners  to 
England,  having  been  both  taken 
at  the  C'iofe  of  the  Year,  at  Elkin- 
gcrode,  in  the  Electorate  cf  Hanover, 
as  thev  were  palling  through  that 
Place,  without  any  Paifport,  for 
Berlin.  After  being  kept  here  till 
Augujl  13,  which  occaficned  many 
Altercations  with  the  Court  of  France, 
and  in  fine  turned  cut  neither  to  our 
Honour  nor  Advantage,  they  were 
fet  at  Liberty,  and  embarked  at  Do¬ 
ver,  for  Calais.  On  the  28th,  we 
had  an  Account  cf  a  molt  terrible 
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Hurricane,  which  happened  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  on  October  20,  ’744,  in  which 
eight  cf  the  King’s  Ships  and  Yef- 
fels,  and  96  Merchant  Snips,  were 
Branded,  wrecked,  or  foundered  at 
Sea.  On  March  1 2,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
was  conllituted  Captain-General, 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  of  all  his 
Majelty’s  Forces,  and  oil  April  5, 
fet  out  for  Flanders  to  take  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Allied  Army  :  And  the 
French  having  invelled  Pour  nay,  the 
Duke,  on  May  1,  in  the  Morning, 
attacked  them,  in  their  Camp  near 
Fcntenoy,  when  the  Right-Wing  of 
the  Confederate  Army,  confuting 
chieflv  of  the  Britifh  and  rlanoveri- 
an  Troops,  bravely  drove  the  Ene¬ 
my  before  them,  though  they  were 
encouraged  by  the  Prefence  of  their 
King  ;  but  not  being  well  fupported 
by  the  Left-Wing,  and  continually 
galled  by  numerous  Batteries  in 
Front,  and  many  Redoubts  on  the 
Right-Fiank,  the  Army  retreated 
about  One,  which  they  did  in  good 
Oruer,  as  far  as  Acth,  unpurfued  by 
the  Enemy.  In  this  Afticn,  which 
ferved  for  no  other  Purpofe  than  to 
diiplay  the  unfortunate  Bravery  cf 
the  Englijh  and  Hanoverians,  we  loll 
Major-Ger.eral  Ponfcnby  and  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Sir  James  Campbell ; 
and  7347  Men,  Officers  included, 
were  killed,  wounded  or  milling. 
However,  from  the  Number  of  Of¬ 
ficers  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
Enemy’s  Side,  their  Lcfs  mull  be 
fuppofed  to  be  much  more  confider- 
able  ;  there  being  four  Lieutenant- 
Generals,  four  Major-Generals,  and 
three  Brigadiers,  killed  ;  two  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Generals,  three  Major-Ge¬ 
nerals,  and  twenty-two  Brigadier- 
Generals,  wounded,  many  cf  whom 
died  of  their  Wounds  :  Hereupon 
Fa ur nay  furrenaered  June  8  ;  and 
foon  after  the  French  became  Makers 
of  Bruges  and  Ghent, 
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On  April  18,  after  a  long  En¬ 
quiry,  and  warm  Debates,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  addreffed  his 
Majefty,  that  the  Admirals  Mat¬ 
thews  and  Lejiock ,  and  feveral  Cap¬ 
tains  and  Lieutenants  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron  in  the  Mediterranean ,  might 
be  fpeedily  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial  ;  and  his  Majefty  informed 
them  he  would  give  Orders  accord¬ 
ingly.  On  May  2,  after  palling 
fuch  Bills  as  were  ready  for  the 
Royal  Afient,  his  Majefty  put  an 
End  to  the  Seffion  with  a  very 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
On  May  24,  his  PruJJian  Majefty 
defeated  the  combined  Army  of 
Aujtrians  and  Saxons,  under  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  at  Friedburgh , 
on  the  Borders  of  Silefta.  On 
July  9,  Captain  Brett,  in  the  Lion, 
of  58  Guns,  had  a  very  o'oftinate 
Engagement,  which  continued 
from  Five  o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon 
till  Ten  at  Night,  with  a  French 
Ship  of  War,  of  64  Guns,  and 
at  length  obliged  her  to  Iheer  off, 
with  a  Frigate  of  16  Guns  in  her 
Company.  The  Lion  had  45  Men 
killed  and  107  wounded.  The  fame 
Month,  two  Brijlol  Privateers,  un¬ 
der  the  Command,  of  Captain  Tal¬ 
bot,  made  two  rich  Prizes,  from 
Peru,  of  the  Value  of  7  or  800,000/. 
Sterling ;  and  foon  after,  the  joy¬ 
ful  News  arrived,  that  Commodore 
Warren,  and  Mr.  Pepperell,  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  New-England  Forces, 
on  the  16th  of  June,  made  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  the  -  Town  and 
Fortreffes  of  Louijburgh,  (and  of  the 
whole  Illana  of  Cape-Breton)  after 
a  Siege  of  49  Days,  in  w'hich  the 
raw  New-Evgland  Forces  gave  the 
moft  amazing  Proofs  of  Fortitude 
and  Bravery.  For  this  Service  the 
Commodore  was  raifed  to  a  Flag, 
and  Mr.  Pepperell  was  created  a 
Baronet.  On  Auguft  12,  OJlend 
was  furrendered  to  the  French  ;  and 
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Advice  was  received  from  Cent- 
mcdore  Barnet,  that  he  had  taken 
three  rich  French  Ships,  from  Chi¬ 
na.  Thefe  Ships  the  Commodore 
having  fold  to  the  Dutch  at  Bata¬ 
via,  it  cccafioned  a  long  and  warm 
Difpute  between  the  French  Court, 
and  the  States-General.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany  (Spoufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hun¬ 
gary)  was  eledted  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many,  at  Franckfort :  And  on  the 
19th,  the  PruJJians  defeated  the  Au- 
Jlrians,  in  the  Battle  of  Staudentz, 
in  Bohemia  ;  and  at  the  Clofe  of 
the  Year,  his  PruJJian  Majefty  de¬ 
feated  the  Combined  Army  of  Au- 
Jlriaus  and  Saxons,  near  Drefden,  by 
which  he  got  Poffeflion  of  Drefden , 
and  the  whole  Eledtorate  of  Saxony  ; 
which  brought  on  a  Treaty  of 
Peace  between  the  victorious  Mo¬ 
narch  and  the  Emperor,  and  King 
of  Poland,  Eledlor  of  Saxony.  On 
the  23d  of  September,  the  Court- 
Martial  on  the  Admirals  Matthews 
and  Lejiock,  &c.  began  to  fit,  at 
Chatham. 

The  Rebellion  which  broke  out 
in  Scotland,  is  the  only  remaining 
Tranfadtion,  of  any  Importance, 
that  we  lhall  take  notice  of,  in 
the  Year  1745.  On  the  6th  of 
Auguft,  fome  Notices  having  been 
communicated  to  the  Government, 
of  fuch  an  Attempt,  aided  by  the 
French  Court,  a  Proclamation  was 
publilhed,  offering  a  Reward  of 
30,000  /.  for  the  Apprehending 
and  Securing  the  eldeft  Son  of  the 
Pretender,  in  cafe  he  Ihould  land, 
or  attempt  to  land,  in  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  Dominions.  On  the  1.7th, 
an  Account  arrived,  however,  that 
feveral  Perfons  had  landed,  be¬ 
tween  the  Illands  of  Mull  and  Skie, 
one  of  whom,  it  was  fuppofed,  was 
the  Pretender' s  Son.  The  Frigate 
appeared  to  be  the  fame  that  was 
in  Company  with  the  French  Ship 
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(as  before  obferved)  which  was  fo  paid  for  by  the  Publick ;)  and 
gallantly  engaged  by  Captain  Brett,  many  AiTociations  were  entered  into 
On  September  5,  his  Majeily  lent  for  the  Support  of  his  Majefty’s 
Notice  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon -  Crown  and  Dignity,  and  the  Con- 
don ,  that  the  Pretender ’s  eldeft  Son  ftitution  in  Church  and  State  ;  a 
had  landed  in  Scotland ,  and  that  large  Body  of  Britijh ,  Dutch ,  and 
feveral  Perfons  had  a  (Tern  bled  there  HeJJian  Troops,  were  brought  over 
and  broke  out  into  open  Rebellion,  from  Flanders  ;  and  the  Succefs  of 
Soon  after  Advice  arrived,  that  the  the  Rebellion,  and  Dread  of  a 
Rebels  had  marched  Southward,  threatened  Invasion  from  France,  ha- 
given  the  Slip  to  General  Cope,  who  ving  caufed  a  great  Run  uron  the 
had  gone  Northward  to  oppofe  Bank,  above  1100  Merchants  and 
them,  and  took  Poffeilion  of  Perth  eminent  Tradelmen  met,  and  fub- 
on  the  4th  of  September.  On  the  feribed  their  Names  to  an  Agree - 
13th,  they  paffed  the  Forth,  live  ment  not  to  refufe  Bank  Notes  in 
Miles  above  Stirling,  and  on  the  any  Payment  to  be  made  to  them. 
17th  took  Poffeilion  of  the  City  of  In  Ireland,  every  vigorous  and  fa- 
Edinburgh  ;  all  Oppofition  to  them  lutary  Method  was  aifo  purfued  to 
hitherto  being  weakly  or  wickedly  prevent  any  Abetting  of  the  Rebel- 
managed.  By  this  Time  General  lion  there  by  the  Friends  of  France 
Cope,  who  had,  for  greater  Expe-  and  Popery,  and  a  Reward  of 
dition,  in  his  return  Southward,  50,000 1.  was  published,  in  ptirfu- 
embarked  his  Troops,  was  arrived  ance  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Irijh 
at  Dunbar,  18  Miles  Eall  of  Edin-  Parliament,  for  apprehending  the 
burgh,  and  having  landed  his  Forces  Pretender’s  eldell  Son.  On  Odober 
and  received  a  Reinforcement  of  17,  the  Parliament  met,  and  his  Ma- 
two  Regiments  of  Dragoons,  which  jelly  received  moll  zealous  and  loy- 
he  had  left  behind  him  on  his  go-  al  Addreffes  upon  this  interelling 
ing  Northward,  began  his  March  Occaiion ;  the  Habeas-Corpus  Aft-, 
towards  that  Capital.  The  Rebels  was  fufpended,  and  an  Act  palled 
did  not  wait  to  be  attacked  by  him,  to  enable  his  Majelty  to  ra.fe  the 
but  came  out  to  meet  him,  and,  Militia.  On  Odober  18,  the  Duke 
on  the  2 1  ft,  at  Day-break,  they  of  Cumberland  arrived  from  Flan - 
fet  upon  his  little  Army,  at  Prcjlon-  ders,  and  fet  out,  on  November  26, 
Pans,  feven  Miles  Eall  of  Edin-  to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of 
burgh,  and  totally  defeated  it,  and  the  Army,  then  on  its  March  into 
made  moll  of  his  Infantry  Prifoners.  Lancafaire :  For  the  Rebels,  now 
The  Dragoons  made  their  Efcape  increafed  to  8000,  had  left  Edin- 
to  Berwick,  with  little  Lofs,  fave  burgh,  on  Odober  26,  and,  on  No- 
that  of  the  brave  Colonel  Gardiner,  member  15,  the  City  of  Carlijle  was 
Thefe  Advantages  fpread  a  gene-  furrendered  to  them ;  whereupon 
ral  Conllernatlon  throughout  the  Field-Marlhal/£'!*rf<?,  whocormnand- 
Kingdom  ;  but  all  Orders  and  ed  an  Army  of  Britijh  and  Dutch 
Ranks  vied  with  each  other  in  dil-  Troops  at  Newcajlle,  returned  to 
playing  their  Loyalty,  and  Abhor-  that  Town,  having  put  himfelf  in 
rence  of  this  unnatural  Rebellion  :  March,  to  relieve  Larlijle,  and  ad- 
yhe  Citv  of  London,  See.  prefent-  vanceu  as  far  as  Hexham,  for  that 
ed  Addreffes  to  that  Purpofe  ;  fe-  Purpofe,  when  he  heard  of  its  Sur- 
veral  Noblemen  raifed  Regiments  render.  On  the  24th, .  the  Rebels, 
(which,  however,,  were  afterwards  without  any  Moleflation,  arrived 
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at  Lancafer,  and  on  the  29th  took 
Poffeftion  of  Manchefer ,  where  they 
formed  a  Regimen:  of  thofe  that 
had  joined  them  in  England,  giving 
the  Command  thereof  to  Mr.  Town- 
ley.  In  the  Beginning  of  December 
they  left  Manchejier ,  paffed  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Merfey,  and  advanced  to  Con- 
gleton,  as  if  they  intended  to  meet 
and  engage  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  whofe  advanced  Guard  was 
then  at  Newca jlle-undcr-Linc  ;  but 
luddenly  they  turned  off  to  the  Left, 
and  marched  into  Derbyjkire,  fee m- 
ing  to  have  an  Intention  to  dip  by 
the  Duke,  and  take  their  Way  di- 
reftly  to  London  ;  where,  when  this 
News  arrived,  it  occadoned  the 
greateft  Confternation  imaginable  : 
The  Troops  about  London  were  or¬ 
dered  to  march  and  form  a  Camp 
upon  Finchley-Common ;  the  Run 
upon  the  Bank  grew  more  prefling  ; 
and  all  the  publick  Funds  fell  in 
their  Price.  On  the  4th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  Rebels  entered  the  Town 
of  Derby,  and  foon  after,  contrary 
to  Expectation,  began  to  retreat 
Northward,  by  the  Route  they  came. 
As  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
got  Notice  of  their  Retreat,  he  fet 
cut  in  purfuit  of  them,  with  all  the 
Horfe  in  his  Army,  and  1000  Foot 
Soldiers  mounted  on  Horfeback. 
Marfhal  Wade,  who  had  marched 
Southward,  as  far  as  Wakefield,  after 
the  Rebels,  detached  a  confiderable 
Body  of  Cavalry  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Major-General  Oglethorpe, 
ior  the  fame  Purpofe,  and  returned 
with  the  reft  of  his  Army  to  Ne w- 
cajlle.  On  December.  1  8,  the  Duke 
came  up  with  the  Rear  of  the  Re¬ 
bels  at  Clifton,  in  Northumberland, 
and,  after  a  froart  Attack,  drove 
them  from  the  Village,  with  Lofs. 
On  the  30th,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
retook  Car  life,  after  a  biege  of  nine 
Days,  making  the  Rebcl-Garrifon 
Prifoners,  their  main  Army  having 
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now  reached  Scotland.  Thus  this 
Matter  ftood  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
Year,  in  the  Courfe  of  which.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  Earl  of  Orford,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Arthur  Bedford,  failed  in 
Chronology  and  the  Oriental  Lan¬ 
guages,  Dean  Swift,  and  James  But¬ 
ler,  formerly  Duke  of  Ormond,  de¬ 
parted  this  Life. 

On  January  5,  1746,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
returned  to  St.  James' s  ;  and  on  the 
17th  of  that  Month  the  Rebel  Ar¬ 
my  defeated  the  King’s  Forces, 
under  the  Command  of  Lieutenant 
General.  Hawley,  at  Falkirk  Moor ,  a 
Mile  South-Well  of  Falkirk,  though 
the  latter  were  much  fuperior  in 
Numbers.  Hawley  retreated  to 
Linlithgow,  and  the  next  Day  to 
Edinburgh,  leaving  lome  Cannon, 
Tents,  dc.  behind  him.  The  Re¬ 
bels  therefore  returned  to  their  ridi¬ 
culous  Enterprize  of  belieging  the 
Caftle  of  Stirling,  though  they  had 
not  Artilleiy  fufficient  for  the  Pur¬ 
pofe,  and  one  of  the  braveft  Ofli- 
cersjsn  his  Majefty’s  Service,  Ge¬ 
neral  Blakeney,  to  oppofe,  who  was 
Governor  of  the  Caftle.  Upon 
this  Misfortune  at  Falkirk,  it  was 
thought  expedient  that  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland lhculd  take  upon  him  the 
Command  of  the  Army  in  Scotland. 
On  the  30th,  he  arrived  at  Edinburgh, 
and,  next  Day,  marched  towards 
Stirling  ;  but,  inftead  of  waiting  for 
him,  the  Rebels,  very  precipitately, 
retired  Northward,  the  Duke  with 
the  Royal  Army  following  them,  as 
fall  as  the  Seafon  and  exceflive  bad 
Roads  wGuld  permit,  fo  that  he 
did  not  arrive  at  Aberdeen  ’till  the 
27  th  of  February.  The  HejJans, 
under  their  Hereditary  Piince,  ai- 
rived  on  the  8  th  at  Edinburgh ;  for 
the  Dutch  Troops,  it  was  now  dif- 
covered,  could  not  aft,  as  they 
confifted  of  Part  of  the  Garrifons 
of  Menin,  Tpres,  &C.  which  had 
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engaged  hot  to  ferve  again  tl  France, 
and,  accordingly,  they  were  foon 

alter  Tent  home.  Mean- time  the 

Rebels  reduced  the  Caltle  of  Inver- 
nefs  and  Fort  Augujlus,  and  laid 
Siege  to  Fort  William  and  Blair 
Caltle,  of  Athol,  but  failed  in  boch 
thofe  Attempts.  They  had  the 

Advantage  in  feveral  Skirmilhes 
with  the  King’s  Troops,  in  the 

Highlands,  &c.  which,  however, 
was  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
the  Lois  they  fukained  by  theTake- 
ing  of  their  Ship,  the  Prince  Charles, 
(formerly  the  Hazard  Slovp,  fur- 
prized  by  them  in  the  Harbour  of 
Montrofe )  which  they  had  fitted  out, 
and  lent  to  France  for  Money  and 
Arms  ;  but  in  her  Return,  fhe  was 
feized  by  Lord  Loudoun’s  Men,  with 
all  her  Crew  and  Cargo.  The  Duke 
was  obliged  to  wait,  at  Aberdeen,  for 
a  Reinforcement  from  England,  and 
’till  the  Spey  fhould  become  forda¬ 
ble  ;  the  Hejjians  with  fome  Bntijh 
Regiments  taking  Poll  at  Penh.  On 
April  8,  his  Royal  Highnefs,  with 
the  Army  under  his  Command, 
marched  from  Aberdeen  :  On  the 
i  zth,  he  paffed  the  Spey  without 
Oppofition,  the  Rebels  reciri-  g  up¬ 
on  his  Approach,  though  they  might 
have  greatly  cbflrufted  his  PafTage. 
On  the  15  th,  the  Earl  of  Cromanie 
and  his  Son,  who,  with  280  of  their 
Men,  had  been  in  Caithr.efs,  co  raife 
Money  and  Recruits  for  the  Rebels, 
were  attacked  by  the  Earl  of  Suther¬ 
land's  Militia,  routed,  and  the  Earl 
and  his  Son,  18  Omcers  and  185 
Private  Men,  made  Priloneis.  On 
April  14,  at  Night,  the  Duke  with 
his  Army  arrived  at  Nairn,  and  be¬ 
ing  allured  that  the  Rebels  were  en¬ 
camped  at  Culloden-  Houle,  near  ]n- 
‘ verne/s ,  and  were  relolved  to  hazard 
a  Battle,  he  relied  the  whole  Day 
of  the  15  th,  in  his  Camp  at  Nairn, 
to  refrein  his  Men.  In  the  Night 
the  Rebels  marched,  with  Intent  to 


attack  the  Royal  Army  before  Day- 
Light  i  but  that  Defign  proved  a- 
bortive,  by  reafon  of  iome  Mifma- 
nagement  among!!  them  ;  where¬ 
upon  they  returned  to  Culloden,  re- 
folving,  in  that  Station,  to  wa  t  for 
the  Duke,  who,  on  the  16th,  march¬ 
ed  from  Nairn,  between  Four  and 
Five  in  the  Morning  ;  and  at  Two  « 
in  the  Afternoon  the  Engagement 
began.  The  Rebels,  wtth  their 
ufual  Fury,  attacked  the  Left  Wing 
of  the  Royal  Army,  by  which  iome 
Regiments  of  the  lirll  Line  were  put 
into  Di:Ordcr  ;  but  thofe  Regiments 
being  iupported  by  the  feccnd  Line, 
and  the  Right  Wing  of  the  Rebel 
Army  not  being  properly  fupported 
by  their  Left,  the  whole  fell  into 
Confuiion,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs 
obtained  a  complete  Victory,  with 
a  very  fmall  Lois.  His  Army  con¬ 
fided  of  15  Batalions  of  Foot,  one 
Squadron  of  Horfe,  two  of  Dra¬ 
goons,  the  Argylejhire  Militia,  and 
a  Part  of  Lord  Loudoun's  Regiment. 
The  Rebels,  according  to  our  Ac¬ 
counts,  were  8350  ftrong ;  but  their 
own  made  them  no  more  than  5000, 
as  they  had  not  been  able  to  afTem- 
bie  all  their  Forces  together  for  want 
of  Money  and  Provilions.  This 
Victory  put  a  final  End  to  the  Re¬ 
bellion  ;  but  the  Duke  continued 
with  the  Army  fome  Time,  to  give  • 
prpper  Orders  for  lecuring  the  Tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  Country,  whillt  the 
young  Pretender  wandered  from 
Place  to  Place,  among  the  Mountains 
and  Wsllern  lilands,  and  often  with¬ 
out  any  Attendant,  till  two  Ships, 
lent  on  Purpofe  from  France  to  the 
Coafl,  took  him  and  about  thirty  of. — 
his  Followers  on  Board,  and  landed 
him,  worn  out  with  Fatigue  and 
Hardfhips,  at  Refcourt  in  Britany. 

His  Majefly  received  AddrefTes,  to 
felicitate  him  upon  this  Victory, 
from  both  Houles  of  Parliament, 
(who  alfo  voted  their  Thanks  to  his 
H  h  Royal 
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Royal  Highnefs  for  his  great  and 
eminent  Services,  and  foon  after  fet¬ 
tled  25,000  /.  per  Ann.  on  him  and 
his  Iffue  Male)  and  from  the  City  of 
London,  and  all  Parts  of  his  Domi¬ 
nions.  Nor  were  many  Sacrifices 
made  to  the  Pnblick  Juftice  for  their 
Concern  in  this  unnatural  Rebelli¬ 
on  :  An  Adi  was  palled  for  attaint¬ 
ing  the  Earl  of  Kelly ,  Vifcount  Stra- 
t  kalian,  Lord  Pitftigo,  and  forty 
others,  of  High-Treafon  :  The  Earls 
of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  and 
Lords  Balmerino  and  Lovat,  were 
tried  and  found  guilty,  by  their 
Peers  ;  Cromartie  was  afterwards 
pardoned,  as  to  Life  ;  and  Kilmar¬ 
nock  and  Balmerino  were  beheaded  on 
‘Tower-Hill,  on  Augufi  18,  and  Lo-uat 
on  April  the  9th  in  the  fucceeding 
Year.  Charles  Batcliffe,  Efq;  com¬ 
monly  called  Earl  of  Derwentwater, 
was  alfo  beheaded  on  December  8, 
by  a  Rule  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench ,  in  purfuance  of  a  Sentence 
palfed  upon  him  in  1715,  for  being 
concerned  in  the  Rebellion  that 
Year.  As  to  the  inferior  Agents  in 
the  Rebellion,  a  very  inconfiderable 
Number  were  executed,  but  a  much 
greater  tranlported  to  America  ;  and 
it  is  agreed,  by  all  Parties,  that  no 
Government  ever  Ihewed  more  Mer¬ 
cy  on  iuch  an  Occafion.  A  Publick 
Thanklgiving  was  held  on  Odober 
9,  for  the  Supprefiion  of  the  Re¬ 
bellion  ;  and  the  Duke,  Tome 
Months  before,  on  his  Arrival  in 
London,  was  received  with  the 
greateft  Teftimonies  of  Regard,  and 
welcomed,  as  our  Deliverer  and  Pre- 
ferver,  with  every  Species  of  Re¬ 
joicings  that  a  grateful  People  could 
exhibit. 

Having  thus  connected  into  one 
View  what  relates  to  the  Rebellion, 
I  now  proceed  to  the  other  remark¬ 
able  Event's  .of  the  Year.  On  Fe¬ 
bruary  10,  by  realon  of  fome  Difcon- 
tent,  the  whoie  Miniilry  were  about 
to  refign  their  Places,  as  the  Duke 
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of  Nevocajlle  and  Earl  of  Harrington, 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  really  did; 
and  the  Earl  of  Granville  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  pro  Tempore,  Secretary  of 
State  ;  however,  after  bringing  — 
their  Royal  Mafter  to  their  own 
Terms,  they  again  refumed  their 
feveral  Funftions.  On  Auguft  12, 
after  palling  the  Aft  for  difarming 
the  Highlanders,  and  reftraining  the 
Ufe  of  the  Highland.  Drefs,  and  fe¬ 
veral  others,  his  Majefty  put  an 
End  to  the  long  Seffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  with  a  moil  gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  On  November  18, 
the  Parliament  met  again,  and  the 
Seffion  was  opened  w:th  a  Speech 
as  uiual,  the  principal  Heads  of 
which  were  echoed  back  in  the 
AddrefTes  of  the  two  Houfes.  The 
Court-Martial  on  the  Admirals 
Matthews  and  Lejlock,  See.  unani- 
moully  acquitted  the  latter,  and 
declared  Mr,  Matthews  incapable 
of  ferving  in  the  Royal  Navy  for 
the  future.  This  Court-Martial, 
to  the  great  Honour  of  our  Confti- 

o  . 

tution,  having  come  to  fome  mfult- 
ing  Refolutions,  upon  a  Procefs 
being  ferved  upon  one  of  their 
Members,  from  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon-Pleas,  tending  to  defame  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Willcs,  were  obliged 
to  alk  Pardon,  in  open  Court,  of 
that  Magiftrate,  and  to  publilh  a 
Recantation  in  the  London  Gazette. 

In  Augujl  a  large  Fleet  was  affem- 
bled,  with  a  Number  of  Tranf- 
ports,  and  a  Body  of  Troops  un¬ 
der  General  St.  Clair,  at  Portfmouth, 
intended  for  Canada  ;  but  they 
were  afterwards  employed  in  an 
Expedition  to  the  Coaft  of  France, 
the  Fleet  being  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Admiral  Lejlock'.  On  the 
20th  of  September,  the  Troops  were 
landed,  near  Port  L’ Orient,  in  Bri- 
iany,  and  having  performed  very 
little  for  the  Honour  or  Advantage 
of  their  Country,  returned  to  Spit- 
bead,  on  October  26,  with  fome  Lofs. 

As 
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As  to  the  War  upon  the  Conti¬ 
nent  this  Year,  the  French  became 
Matters  of  Brujfels,  after  15  Days 
open  Trenches,  and  made  the  Gar- 
rifon  Prifoners  of  War.  They  then 
pofletted  themfelves  of  Antwerp,  and 
ibon  made  themfelves  Matters  of 
its  ftrong  Citadel.  Mons,  St.  Gbifl- 
lain  and  Cbarlcroy,  were  foon  after 
reduced,  as  was  the  famous  City  of 
Namur  on  September  8,  and  its  Ci¬ 
tadel  on  the  19th  of  that  Month. 
On  the  30th,  M.  Saxe  gained  a 
great  Advantage  over  the  Allied 
Army,  under  Prince  Charles  of 
Lorrain,  rear  Liege.  In  their  O- 
perations  by  Sea  the  French  were 
not,  however,  fo  fuccefsfui  ;  for 
having  fent  a  formidable  Squadron, 
with  3000  Land-Forces  on  board, 
to  the  Wefl-Indies,  as  Convoy  to  a 
large  Fieet  of  Merchant-Ships 
bound  to  that  Part  of  the  World, 
and  afterwards  to  undertake  fome- 
what  of  Importance  againft  us, 
in  North- America,  they  met  with 
fuch  Storms,  and  were  afttidled  with 
fuch  a  Sicknefs,  upon  their  Voyage 
to  Cbebuftou  Plarbour  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  where  they  call  Anchor  on 
the  1 6th  of  September,  that  they 
could  undertake  nothing,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  a  fhattered  and  miserable 
Condition  to  Europe.  In  Italy,  the 
Aujlrians  obtained,  on  'June  4,  a 
complete  Vidtory  over  the  combi¬ 
ned  Army  of  French,  Spaniards, 
Neapolitans,  and  Genoeje,  near  Pla* 
centia  ;  and  loon  aiterwards  the  Ci¬ 
ty  of  Genoa  was  iurrenaered  to 
them  ;  but  behaving  in  a  very  tevere 
and  haughty  Manner  to  that  fub- 
jedled  People,  irritated  to  the  latt 
Degree,  they  flew  to  Arms,  and 
in  a  few  Days  drove  the  Aujlrians 
out  of  the  Territories  of  the  Re- 
publick,  after  having  killed  and 
made  Prifoners  great  Numbers. 
On  the  other  hand,  Marfhal  Brown, 
with  an  Aufirian  Army,  patted  the 


River  Var,  and  took  Poflefllon  of 
Fence,  the  firlb  Town  on  that  Side  in 
France',  the  French  Troops,  in  their 
Retreat  before  him,  having  made 
the  whole  Country  a  Defart. 

In  this  Year  deceafed,  Philip  V. 
King  of  Spain-,  Chrijlian  VI.  King 
of  Denmark  ;  Mr.  Southern,  the 
Dramatick  Poet  ;  and  the  famous 
Admiral  Lejlock. 

On  January  7,  1 747,  a  General 
Fall  was  obferved  throughout  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  to  implore  the 
Blefiingof  the  Almighty  cnour  Arms. 
On  the  15th,  many  Variations  and 
Additions  were  made,  by  his  Majef- 
ty  in  Council,  to  the  Orders  con¬ 
cerning  the  dreadful  Dittemper  which 
had  long  raged  among  the  horned 
Cattle.  On  June  17,  his  Majefiy 
put  an  End  to  the  Seflion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  after  having  patted  an  Adi  J'or 
taking  away  and  abolijhing  the  Here - 
table  JuriJ'aiilions  in  Scotland,  i3c. 
and  an  Act  for  the  King’s  mofl  gra¬ 
cious,  general,  and  free  Pardon,  out 
of  which  86  Perfons  were  excepted, 
the  chief  of  whom  were  the  Earls  of 
Fraquair  and  Kelly.  On  the  18th, 
the  Parliament  was  diff  Ived  by 
Proclamation,  having  only  fat  fix 
Years  ;  and  Writs  were  ifi'ued  for 
the  Eledlionof  a  new  one,  to  be  re¬ 
turnable  on  Auguji  13.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  this  new  Parliament  met, 
and  again  chofe  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq; 
for  their  Speaker.  On  ihe  12th,  his 
Majelty  opened  the  Sefflon  with  a 
moil  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  in  which  lie  informed  both 
Houfes,  that  a  Congrefs  was  adlual- 
ly  agreed  to  be  held  at  Aix  la-Cha- 
pelle,  to  bring  about  a  general  Paci¬ 
fication. 

With  regard  to  the  Progrefs  of 
the  War  this  Year,  at  Sea  we  gave- 
the  Enemy  leveral  remarkable  Spe¬ 
cimens  of  our  Naval  Skill  and  Bra¬ 
very.  On  May  3,  Vice-Admiral 
Anjon  and  Rear-Admiral  Warren, 

H  h  2  with 


GEORGE  II. 


468 

with  a  Squadron  of  15  Ships  and 
two  Sloops,  fell  in  with  a  French 
Fleet  of  Men  of  War  and  Merchant- 
Veffels,  and  after  a  wsrm  Engage¬ 
ment,  took  fix  of  their  Men  of  War, 
and  three  Eafi-India  Company’s 
Ships  fitted  as  Men  of  War;  our 
own  Fleet  fuftaining  very  little  Da¬ 
mage,  r.o  Officer  of  Rank  being 
killed,  but  the  brave  Captain  Gren¬ 
ville,  of  the  Defiance.  Great  Re¬ 
joicings  were  made  for  this  impor¬ 
tant  Succefs  ;  and  foon  after,  Mr. 
Anfon  was  created  a  Peer,  and  Mr. 
Warren ,  a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  The 
French  loft  a  Million  and  a  Half 
Sterling  by  this  Defeat  ;  4000  Men 
were  made  Prifoners;  and  an  Expe¬ 
dition  to  the  Eafi-Indies,  with  ano¬ 
ther  to  America,  were  rendered  a- 
bortive.  Rear-Admiral  Hawke,  al¬ 
ia,  being  lent  with  a  Squadron  to  in¬ 
tercept  a  French  Fleet  bound  to  the 
Wefi-Indies,  fell  in  with  them  on 
Odober  14,  and,  after  a  very  hot 
Engagement,  took  two  of  their  74 
Gun  Ships,  one  of  70,  two  of  64, 
and  one  of  50.  The  gallant  Cap¬ 
tain  Saumarcz,  of  the  Nottingham, 
was  the  only  Officer  of  Note  killed 
in  the  Affiion.  For  this  great  Ser¬ 
vice  Mr.  Hawke  was  promoted  to  the 
Rank  of  Vice-Admiral,  and  created 
a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  Soon  after, 
cur  Cruifers  took  48  of  the  French 
homeward-bound  Fleet  from  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  On  the  19th  of  the  fame 
Month,  Captain  Denis,  of  ihe  Cen¬ 
turion,  took  17  Sail  of  the  French 
Wefi-FndiaF\eex..  In  November,  the 
Gloriofio,  a  Spanijh  Man  of  War,  of 
74  Guns  and  750  Men,  was  taken 
by  the  Rvfifel  Man  of  War,  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  the  F.oyal-F  atnily  Pri¬ 
vateers  of  Brifiol :  The  Dartmouth 
of  50  Guns,  Captain  James  Hamil¬ 
ton,  who  had  firft  engaged  her,  un¬ 
fortunately  blew  up  ;  and,  of  the 
whole  Crew,  only  one  Lieutenant 
and  13  Men  were  faved.  Many 


other  rich  Captures  were  alfo  made 
this  Year  from  our  Enemies,  parti¬ 
cularly  Le  Fort  de  Nautz,  of  650 
Tons,  32  Guns,  and  200  iV.en, 
bound  from  La  Vera  Cruz,  and  the 
Havajina  to  Cadiz,  worth  above 
300,000/.  Sterling,  by  his  Majefty’s 
Ships  the  Gloucefier,  Captain  Saun¬ 
ders,  and  the  Lark,  Captain  Cheap. 

In  the  War  on  the  Continent  we 
were  far  from  meeting  with  equal 
Succefs  ;  for  Count  Lowendahl,  de¬ 
tached  with  25,000  Men  by  Mar- 
Ihal  Saxe,  made  himfelf  Mailer  of 
Part  of  the  Dutch  Frontier,  by 
taking  Sluys,  S  is  Van  Ghent,  and 
the  Illand  of  Cadfiand  ;  which  fo 
rouzed  the  heavy,  phlegmatick  Hol¬ 
landers,  as  procured  a  fudden 
Change  in  their  Government  :  The 
Populace  rofe  in  all  Parts  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  compelled 
their  Magiftrates  to  declare  for 
having  the  Prince  of  Orange  Stadt- 
holder  of  all  the  United  Provinces  ; 
in  Confequence  of  which,  his  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefs  was,  on  April  22, 
proclaimed  at  the  Hague,  Stadt- 
holder,  Captain-General,  and  Ad¬ 
miral-General,  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces.  Count  Lowendahl,  in 
May,  reduced  Hulfi  and  Axtel,  and 
finilhed,  foon  after,  the  Redudli- 
on  of  Dutch-Flanders.  Mean-time 
the  French  grand  Army  remained 
in  their  Cantonments,  and  the  Al¬ 
lies  lay  totally  inadlive  in  their 
Camps  at  Antwerp  and  between  the 
Great  and  Little  Ncthe.  But,  in 
June,  thefe  two  Armies  came  to 
Blows  ;  and  a  Battle  was  fought  be¬ 
tween  the  Left  Wing  of  the  Allied 
Army,  under  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  the  French  under  Mar- 
Ihal  Saxe,  at  Val,  from  which  our 
Army  was  obliged  to  retreat  with 
the  Lofs  of 4000  Men,  and  Sit  John 
Ligonicr  and  Count  Ifieubourgh  were 
taken  Prifoners  :  But  the  French , 
though  they  kept  the  Field  of  Battle, 
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loft  above  8000  Men.  Alter  this 
Battle  Count  Lowendahl  opened  the 
Trenches  before  Bergen-op-Zoom ,  in 
the  Night  between  the  14th  and 
15th  of  July,  which  the  Garrifon 
mod  gallantly  and  memorably  de¬ 
fended  until  September  16,  when  it 
was  taken  by  Storm,  aijd  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  the  Garrifon  made  a  good 
Retreat.  In  Italy,  the  French  un¬ 
der  the  Chevalier  Belleijle,  having 
attacked  the  Piedrnoniefe  Entrench¬ 
ments  upon  the  Heights  of  Exilles, 
were,  on  July  19,  repulfed  and  de¬ 
feated  by  the  Aujhians  and  Pied¬ 
mont  efe,  with  the  Lois  of  their  Ge¬ 
neral  and  6000  Men,  who  were 
flain.  In  America,  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  ten  Leagues  to 
the  Northward  of  St.  Kit’s,  was 
taken  by  two  Englijh  Privateers ; 
but  on  the  Continent,  a  Party  of 
Englijh  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  Co¬ 
lonel  Noble,  was  defeated  by  a 
Body  of  French  Canadians,  and 
Indians,  under  M.  de  Villiers  ;  and 
the  Colonel,  with  140  of  his  Men, 
were  killed  upon  the  Spot,  and  the 
reft  taken  Prifoners.  In  the  Eajl- 
Indies,  the  French  took  from  us 
JFort  St.  George,  the  Company’s 
principal  Settlement  on  the  Coaft 
of  Coromandel.  M.  de  la  Bcurdenaye, 
who  took  this  Fort,  was,  at  the 
Beginning  of  the  next  Year,  dif- 
covered  and  made  Prifoner  on 
board  a  Dutch  Ship  at  Falmouth, 
foon  after  releafed,  and  went  to 
France,  where  he  was  feized  and 
imprifoned  in  the  Bajiile,  and  was 
obliged  to  facrifice  great  Part  ol 
the  Riches,  he  had  acquired  in  his 
Indian  Expedition,  to  purchafe  his 
Liberty,  and  fecure  himfelf  for  the 
future. 

The  City  of  Lima,  Capital  oi 
Peru,  and  Town  and  Port  of  Cal¬ 
lao,  according  to  Accounts  received 
this  Year,  were  ruined  by  a  nioft 
dreadful  Earthquake,  on  Oilober 
lj,  1746:  Intheformer,  1500  Per- 


fons  perilhed  ;  the  latter  was  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  the  Sea,  and  6  or  7000 
Perfonsloll  their  Lives. 

A  Treaty  was  figned  in  June, 
between  his  Majcfty  and  the  Cza¬ 
rina,  whereby,  in  Confideration  of 
an  annual  Subfidy  of  100,000/. 
Ihe  engaged  to  keep  on  Foot,  du¬ 
ring  the  War,  upon  the  Frontiers 
of  Livonia,  a  Body  of  50,000  Poor, 
and  forty  or  fifty  Gal  lies  upon  the 
Coafts  of  that  P.ovince,  to  aft 
in  fuch  a  Manner  as  his  Majefty 
fhould  require,  in  Afiiftance  of  his 
Allies. 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  Year,  John 
Earl  of  Stair  y  Lieutenant-General 
Wentworth ;  Right  Honourable  Dun¬ 
can  Forbes,  Lord  Prefident  of  tine 
Sefiion  in  Scotland  ;  Sir  John  Shad- 
n veil,  the  Phyfician  ;  iV.  r.  Weljied, 
the  Poet  ;  Michael  Mattaire,  Lfq; 
the  noted  Euitor  of  the  Clafticks ; 
Dr.  Frapp,  an  excellent  Divine  and 
Critick  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Chubb, 
well  known  for  his  acute  Po  emical 
Writings,  departed  this  Life :  We 
had  alio  advice  of  the  Death  of  the 
famous  Kouli-Khan,  Emperor  of 
Perjia,  w'ho  was  murdered  in  his 
Tent. 

On  February  24,  1 74  S,  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  lec  out  tor  Flanders, 
to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of 
the  Allied  Army,  and  on  the  27th 
arrived  at  the  Hague  ;  and  loen  af¬ 
ter,  the  Ear!  of  Sandwich,  and  the 
other  Plenipotentiaries,  arrived  at 
Aix-la- Chapclle.  General  Haddick , 
about  the  fame  Time,  attacked  the 
great  French  Convoy  for  Berg  n- 
op-Zoom,  defeated  it,  took  igoo 
Prifoners,  with  great  Numbers  of 
horned  Cattle,  Hogs,  Sheep,  IZc. 
&c.  which  mien  diftreffed  the 
Garrifons  of  that,  and  the  adjacent 
Towns.  In  the  Night  between 
the  15th  and  16th  of  April,  N.  S. 
the  French  opened  their  Trenches 
before  Maeftricbt,  which  capitu¬ 
lated  on  the  7th  of  Ma  ,  N.  S.  and 
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the  Garrifbn  marched  ,  out,  on  the 
joth,  with  all  the  Honours  of 
War.  The  next  Day  Hollili ties 
cealed  in  Flanders ,  purfuant  to  the 
Preliminaries  iigntd  at  Aix,  by  the 
'Miniilers  Plenipotentiary  cf  Great- 
Britain,  France ,  a. id  the  States- 
General.  At  Sea,  before  thofe 
Preliminaries  were  ligned,  the  Mag- 
nanime ,  a  French  Ship  of  War,  of 
70  Guns,  was  taken  by  th c  Notting¬ 
ham  and  Portland  ;  The  Union,  a 
French  Regifter-Ship,  with  150,000 /. 
and  30  of  the  French  Convoy,  that 
efcaped  Admiral  Hawke,  were  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  Ships  on  the  Leward- 
JJland  Station.  On  May  1,  Advice 
was  received,  that  Rear-Admiral 
Knowles  had  taken  port-Louis,  up¬ 
on  the  Ifland  of  Hijpaniola,  on  the 
8th  of  March,  alter  three  Hours 
warm  Cannonading  ;  by  which  he 
got  Pofleffion,  alfo,  of  eight  Ships, 
a  Snow,  and  two  Privateer  Sloops, 
in  the  Harbour.  Our  Lofs  was, 
Captain  Rentone,  of  the  Strafford, 
Captain  Cuji,  a  Voluntier,  and  19 
Men,  killed,-,  and  about  6q  wound¬ 
ed  :  The  Enemy  had  160  killed  and 
wounded,  among  whom  were  five 
Captains.  Theie  being  all  the  ma¬ 
terial  Tranfadlions  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
War,  I  lhall  noiv  proceed  to  a  De¬ 
tail  of  the  remaining  Tr-nfadlions 
of  the  Year. 

On  'January  20,  a  Pardon  palled 
the  Great  Seal  for  Lord  M‘Cleod, 
eldcft  Sen  of  the  Earl  of  Cromartie  ; 
who  had  b°en  drawn  by  his  Father 
into  t:  e  late  Rebellion.  On  the 
29th,  the  Prifon  at  Kin/ale,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  was  c  nfurm.d  by  Fire,  and 
fifty-four  of  the  French  Pri  oners 
confined  therein  per.ihed  in  the 
Flames.  On  February  6,  the  Earl 
cf  Chejlerfield  refigned  the  Seals  of 
his  Office,  as  one  cf  his  Majefty’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State.  On 
the  13th,  an  Order  of  Council  was 
publilhed,  directing  the  Condem¬ 


nation  of  the  Ships  taken  from 
the  Genoefc  ;  which  Prizes  amount¬ 
ed  to  upwards  of  zoo,oooA  On 
February  18,  his  Majelly  gave  the 
Royal  Affent  to  an  Aft  for  granting 
his  Majelly  a  Subfidy  of  Five  per 
Cent,  (called  Poundage)  on  all  Dry 
Goods  and  Merchandizes  imported, 
&c.  and  to  fome  others ;  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  a  Proclamation  was  ilfued,  ilridl- 
ly  forbidding  all  Commerce  with  the 
Subjects  of  the  French  King.  In  the 
fame  Month  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
was  appointed  one  of  tire  Secretaries 
of  State.  On  March  8,  the  Court 
of  Seflion,  in  Scotland,  agreed  that 
the  Values  of  the  Heretable  Jurif- 
dictions  in  Scotland,  which  were  to 
be  taken  away  by  the  late  Adi  for 
that  Purpofe,  were  164,232 /.  16s. 
On  the  25th,  a  moll  dreadful  Fire 
broke  out  in  Exchange- Alley,  Corn- 
hill,  which  proved  more  hurtful,  in 
its  Confequences,  than  any  Con¬ 
flagration  fince  the  Fire  of  London , 
in  1666  :  The  Flames  fpread  three 
different  Ways  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  every  poffible  Afliltance,  near  a 
Hundred  Houfe?,  in  Cornhill, 
B  ire  bin- Lane ,  Exchange-  Alley  ,G  eorge- 
Yard,  and  all  the  adjacent  Courts, 
If  c.  were  conlumed  ;  and  though 
much  Goods,  Ifc.  were  faved  by 
the  Vigilance  of  the  Magiftrates, 
yet  the  Lofi,  was  exceffive  great, 
and  the  Confternation  in  the  City, 
during  this  dreadful  Calamity,  can 
fcarcely  be  expreffed.  Accounts 
from  New-England  arrived,  of  a 
great  Tumult  which  happened,  at 
the  Clofe  of  the  la  ft  Year,  at  Bofion , 
occafioned  by  Admiral  Knowles’s 
impreffing  feveral  of  the  Inhabitants, 
and  Spamen  belonging  to  the  out¬ 
ward  bound  Ships,  lor  the  Service  of 
his  Fleet  ;  a  Pradtice  which,  it 
Ihould  feem,  cur  American  Brethren 
have  no  very  favourable  Opinion  of : 
But  by  the  vigorous  Behaviour  of 
the  Affembly,  after  many  Adis  of 
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Violence,  this  dangerous  Riot  was 
quelled  :  It  was  fucceeded  by  a 
much  greater  Calamity,  which  be¬ 
fell  that  Capital  on  December  23  ; 
for  the  Court-Houfe  was  confumed 
—  by  Fire,  and  the  Province-Records, 
&c.  deltroyed  therein,  to  the  al- 
moft-irretrievable  Detriment  of  the 
whole  Colony.  About  this  Time 
Commodore  Cornelius  Mitcbel  was 
fentenced  by  a  Court-Martial  at 
Jamaica ,  to  be  muldled  five  Years 
Pay,  and  rendered  incapable  of  any 
future  Service  in  the  Navy,  for 
Cowardice,  and  running  away  with  a 
fuperior  Force,  from  a  French  Squa¬ 
dron  in  thofe  Seas.  The  Smugglers 
were  very  audacious  in  their  illegal 
Practices  at  this  Period,  having, 
among!!  other  Enormities,  broke 
open  the  King’s  Warehoufe  at 
Colcbejler,  and  conveyed  away  a  great 
Quantity  of  Tea  ;  upon  which  a 
Proclamation  was  iffued  of  Pardon, 
and  a  Reward  of  100/.  for  Difco- 
very  of  each  of  the  Parties  in  that 
outrageous  Tranfaflion.  A  Comet 
appeared,  which  was  vifible  for  fe- 
veral  Days.  On  May  9,  a  Procla¬ 
mation  for  a  Ceffation  of  Arms, 
purfuant  to  the  Preliminaries  figned 
at  Aix-la- Chapelle,  was  read  at  the 
Royal- Exchange,  See.  On  the  13th, 
his  Majefly,  after  giving  the  Royal 
Aflent  to  the  Bills  that  were  ready, 
made  a  mol!  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  which 
was  prorogued  to  the  30th  of  June; 
and  it  was  afterwards  again  proro¬ 
gued  to  Augujl  30.  In  this  Speech 
his  Majeliy  acquainted  them  ot  the 
Preliminaries  being  figned,  and 
that,  in  Confequence,  Hofliliries 
had  ceafed  in  Flanders,  the  Chan¬ 
nel,  &c.  &c.  On  the  1 6th  of  May, 
a  Pardon  puffed  the  Privy-Seal, 
of  all  Treafons,  tile,  to  John  Mar- 
7:ay,  of  Broughton,  Efq;  late  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  young  Pretender,  on 
account  of  his  having  affifted  the 


Government  in  the  Convidiion,  tAc. 
of  his  old  Friends  ;  and  foon  after 
the  faid  Pardon  paffed  the  Great 
Seal.  On  July  14,  was  a  remarka¬ 
ble  Eclipfc  of  the  Sun,  which  began 
3  Minutes  53  Seconds  after  Nine  in 
the  Morning,  and  ended  9  Minutes 
13  Seconds  after  Twelve  :  That  Lu¬ 
minary  was  eclipfed  ten  Digits.  A 
Commiffion  foon  after  paffed  the 
Seals,  appointing  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  See. 
Sec.  with  all  the  other  Privy-Coun- 
fellors,  Commiffioners  of  Appeal  in 
regard  to  Prizes  taken  from  the 
French  and  Spaniards.  On  Augujl 
2,  a  Convention  was  figned  between 
the  Minifiers  of  Great-Britain, 
France,  and  the  States-General ;  by 
which  it  was  provided,  that  Orders 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  37,000  RuJJl- 
ans,  then  in  march  through  Germa¬ 
ny,  to  march  back  again  into  their 
own  Country  ;  and  that  the  King  of 
France  fhould  order  the  fame  Num¬ 
ber  of  his  Troops  from  Flanders  in¬ 
to  the  interior  Parts  of  France. 
Great  Numbers  of  Locufls,  to  the 
Surprize  of  the  Populace,  appeared 
in  the  City,  Suburbs,  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  Counties.  About  this  Time, 
alio,  advice  arrived  that  great  Dif- 
orders  and  Infurreftions  had  hap¬ 
pened  at  Conjlantinople,  in  which 
above  4000  Perfons  were  maffacred, 
which  at  length  produced  the  De- 
pofition  of  the  Grand-Vizier.  .  On 
Odlobcr  11,  N.  S.  the  Definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace  was  figned,  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  by  the  Minifiers  of 
Great-Britain ,  France,  and  the 
States-General  ;  on  the  20th,  by 
thofe  of  the  Catholick  King  ;  on 
the  23d,  by  the  Emprcfs- Queen  ; 
and  foon  after,  by  all  the  reil  of  the 
contending  Powers  ;  which,  though 
little  to  our  Honour  or  Advantage, 
put  a  period  to  a  long  and  hloody 
War,  which  had  been  forely  f  It  by 
all  Europe.  As  this  famous  Treaty 
H  h  4  has 
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has  been  the  Subjed  of  much  Dif- 
cuffion,  I  (hall  enlarge  a  little  upon 
its  Contents.  The  Preamble,  which 
is  very  extenfive,  recites  the  origi¬ 
nal  Motives  which  occafioned  the 
late  War,  &c.  Art.  i.  coniifts  of 
fo'emn  Promjfes  and  Affurances  to 
obferve  re.igioufly  the  Peace  con¬ 
cluded,  ifc.  Art.  2.  Every  thing 
that  has  paffed  during  the  War,  on 
all  Sides,  to  be  buried  in* a  general 
and  eternal  Oblivion.  Art.  3.  The 
Treaties  of  VVefpfcdia,  Madrid, 
Uimeguen,  Ryjwick,  Utrecht,  Baden, 
Hague,  the  Quadruple  Alliance, 
and  theTreaty  Vienna,  are  all  con¬ 
firmed,  that  they  may  not  be  dero¬ 
gated  from  by  the  prefent  Treaty. 
Art.  4.  The  Prifoners  made,  and 
the  Hoftages  given,  during  the 
W  ar,  to  be  reftored  on  all  Sides, 
y/ithout  Ranfcm,  and  let  at  Liberty 
in  one  Month,  after  the  Exchange 
of  the  Ratifications,  but  to  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  pay  all  Debts  they  have 
contracted  ;  and  ali  the  Ships  of 
War  and  Merchant-Men,  which 
have  been  taken  fince  the  Time  fti- 
pulated  by  the  Ceffation  of  Arms, 
to  be  reftored.  Art.  5.  All .  the 
Conquefts  made  during  the  War, 
to  be  reciprocally  reftored.  Art.  6. 
The  Reftitutions  and  Ceffions  to  be 
made  in  fix  Weeks  after  the  Rati¬ 
fications.  The  Artillery  found  in 
fhe  conquered  Places  to  be  reftored 
in  the  lame  Condition  they  were  in 
at  the  Time  the  Towns  were  taken  ; 
neverthelefs,  excepting  that  at  Me- 
Tiin,  Aeth,  Mons,  Charleroy ,  and 
Oudenard.  Art.j.  The  Duchies  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Graftal! a,  to 
be  ceded  to  the  Infant  Don  Philip, 
tmder  an  exprefs  C'aufe,  that  thole 
States  fhall'  return  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  PofTdTors,  in  cafe  that  Prince 
dies  without  Male  Iffue,  or  he,  or 
any  of  his  Defcendants,  fhall  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  Thror.e  of  Spain,  or  the 
Two  Sicilies.  Art.  8.  Commillaries 
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to  be  appointed,  immediately  on 
all  Sides,  to  aftemble  at  Nice  and 
Brujfels,  to  effedfuate  the  refpedlive 
Reftitutions  and  Ceftion.  Art.  9. 
The  K  ng  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
fend  to  France  two  Noblemen  of 
the  firft  DiftindEon,  by  way  of  Plof— 
tages,  who  are  to  remain  there  until 
certain  Advice  is  received  of  the 
Evacuation  of  Cape-Breton,  and  all 
the  Places  which  may  have  been 
taken  in  the  Eaf  -Indies.  Art.  10. 
Means,  as  commodious  as  poffible, 
for  the  Troops  and  Inhabitants,  to 
be  taken  in  the  general  Evacuation, 
Art.  1 1 .  All  the  Papers  and  Re¬ 
cords  found  in  the  Towns,  to  be 
reftcred,  expreily  naming  the  Ar¬ 
chives  of  Mechlin.  Art.  12.  The 
King  of  Sardinia  to  be  maintained 
in  the  Poffeffion  of  all  his  Eftates, 
principally  thofe  ceded  to  him  in 
1743,  excepting  that  Part  of  the 
PlAjantin  he  poffeffes,  which  he 
cedes  to  the  Infant  Don  Philip.  Art. 
13.  The  D  uke  of  Modena  to  be  re-ef- 
tabiifhed  in  all  his  Eftates,  and  Juf- 
tice  done  him  in  refpecl  to  the  Allo¬ 
dial  Effects  which  he  poffeffed  in  the 
Duchy  of  Guafalla.  Art.  14.  The 
Republick  of  Genoa  to  be  re-efta- 
blilhed  in  a}l  the  Poffeffions  fhe  en¬ 
joyed  before  the  War  ;  the  Money 
they  had  in  the  Banks  of  Vienna 
and  Turin,  and  which  was  confif- 
cated,  to  be  reftored,  and  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Interefts  to  commence 
from  the  Day  of  the  Exchange  of 
the  Ratifications.  Art.  15.  Things 
to  remain  in  Italy,  on  the  fame 
Footing  they  were  before  the  War, 
excepting  the  Ceffions  made  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  and  the  Infant 
Den  Philip.  Art.  16.  The  Affiento 
Treaty  is  confirmed,  and  Permiffion 
granted  to  fend  to  the  Spar.ijb  PVef~ 
Indies,  for  four  Years,  a  Ship  ex¬ 
traordinary,  for  the  Non-enjoy¬ 
ment  of  that  Privilege  during  the 
War.  Art.  17,  The  Fortifications 
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of  Dunkirk  to  remain  as  they  now 
are  on  the  Land-Side,  but  former 
Treaties  to  be  obferved  with  regard 
to  the  Port,  and  the  Works  on  the 
Sea-Side.  Art.  18.  The  Differences 
on  the  Subject  of  the  Sums  which 
the  King  of  Great- Britain,  as  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Hanover ,  declared  to  be  due 
to  him,  to  be  amicably  adjudged  ; 
and  the  Affair  of  the  Abbey  of  St. 
Hubert  to  be  regulated  at  the  fame 
Time.  Art.  19.  The  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Quadruple  Alliance, 
which  fecures  the  Succeffion  of  the 
Crown  of  Great-Britain  to  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover,  is  confirmed  in 
all  its  Points.  Art.  20.  All  his 
Britannick  Majefty’s  German  Domi¬ 
nions  are  guarantied  by  the  con- 
trailing  Powers.  Art.  21.  They 
guaranty  likewile,  in  the  moll  fo- 
lemn  Manner,  the  Pragmatick  Sanc¬ 
tion,  that  it  may  not  be  derogated 
from  by  the  prefent  Treaty.  Art. 

22.  They  guaranty,  in  like  Man¬ 
ner,  Silefia,  and  the  County  of 
Glatz,  to  his  Prujfan  Majelty.  Art. 

23.  As  alfo  the  Execution  of  all  the 
Articles  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 
Art.  24.  The  Exchange  of  Ra¬ 
tifications  to  be  made  at  Aix-la- 
Cbafelle,  within  one  Month,  by  the 
Minifters  of  the  contrafling  Pow¬ 
ers,  and,  in  fix  Weeks,  by  thole  of 
the  Powers  which  acceded  thereto. 
There  were  two  other  Articles  in 
this  Treaty  ;  the  ill  of  which  im¬ 
ports,  That  no  Confequsnce  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Titles  and  Prece¬ 
dency  which  the  contracting  Parties 
have  taken  in  this  Treaty  ;  and  the 
2d,  That  no  Advantage  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  Ufe  of  the  French 
Language. 

On  November  29,  his  Majelty 
opened  the  Selfion  of  Parliament 
with  a  moll  gracious  Speech,  in  Re¬ 
turn  for  which  both  Houfes  prefent- 
ed  moll  dutiful  Addrelfes,  and  re¬ 
ceived  very  cordial  Anfwers.  On 
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December  16,  a  violent  Hurricane, 
which  lalted  near  eight  Hours,  did 
great  Damage  both  at  Land  and  Sea. 

At  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  the 
Britijh  Troops  arrived  fromFlanders. 

On  the  28th  his  Royal  Highnefsthe 
Duke  arrived  at  St.  James’s  ;  the 
Earl  of  SuJJ'ex  and  Lord  Catbcart 
were  fent  to  France,  to  refide  there 
as  Hojiages,  agreeable  to  the  9th 
Article  of  the  above-recited  Treaty  ; 
and  the  French  evacuated  moll  of  the 
Towns  they  had  conquered  in 
Flanders,  and  forced  the  young  Pre¬ 
tender  out  of  their  Territories,  who 
had  refufed  to  depart  upon  being  re-  ^ 
quired  fo  to  do  by  the  King  of 
France.  At  this  Period  the  Debt  of' 
the  Nation  amounted  to  the  Sum  of  Q. 
71,340,397/.  i6j  otf'  j,  andtherere- 
mained  in  Calh,  in  the  Exchequer,  * 
towards  the  Payment  of  it,  100, 141/.  174$. 
9-r.  6d. 

The  principal  Ferfons  that  de- 
cealed  in  the  Year  1748,  were, 

Charles  Seymour,  the  great  and  mag¬ 
nificent  Duke  of  Somerfet  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Herbert,  Marquefs  of  Povois, 
the  laft  Male  of  that  Noble  Fami¬ 
ly  ;  Dr.  Edmund  Gibfon,  Bilhop  of 
London ;  Field  Marlhal  George  Wade ; 

John  Percival,  Earl  of  Egmont  ; 

Sir  Theodore  JanJfen,  a  South-Sea 
Direflor  in  the  fatal  Year  1720; 

Dr.  Clifton  Wintringham,  a  cele¬ 
brated  Phyfician  ;  Dr.  Samuel  Pa¬ 
trick,  Editor  of  Hedericus’s  Lexicon, 
and  Ainfworth’ s  Diflionary  ;  Mr. 

James  Thomfon,  the  amiable  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Seafons  ;  Mr.  Jtfeph 
Miller,  an  experienced  Botanill  ; 

Dr.  Turnbull,  Author  of  feveral  Phi- 
lofophical  and  Jurilprudential  Trea¬ 
ties  ;  Dr.  Ifaac  Watts,  a  celebrated 
Dilfent  ng  Divine,  well  known  from 
his  many  ufeful  Writings ;  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Balguy,  Author  of  a 
Volume  of  Trails  in  great  Reputa¬ 
tion. 
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On  January  1 5,  1749,  a  Special 
Com  million  was  opened  at  Chichef- 
ter,  for  the  Trial  of  a  Number  of 
Smugglers,  for  the  barbarous  and 
moil  horrid  Murder  of  Mr.  Galley , 
a  Cuftom-houfe  Officer,  and  Mr. 
Chater,  a  Shoe-Maker ;  when  feven 
of  them  were  convidled,  and  re¬ 
ceived  Sentence  of  Death  ;  and  one 
dying  in  Gaol,  the  other  fix  were 
foon  after  executed.  On  the  17th,  a 
Copy  of  the  Pieiiminary  Articles  of 
Peace  were  laid  before  the  Ploufe  of 
Commons.  On  February  2,  the 
King’s  Declaration  of  a  general 
Peace  was  proclaimed  at  the  ufual 
Places  in  the  Cities  of  London  and 
Wejlminjter ,  &c.  On  April  25,  was  a 
Publick'l  hankfgiving  for  the  Peace; 
and  on  the  27th,  a  grand  Fire-work 
was  played  off,  in  Sight  of  an  im- 
menfe  Number  of  Speftators,  in  the 
Green-Park ,  St.  James’ s,  on  the  fame 
Occafion.  Murders  and  Robberies 
Fill  continuing  to  be  very  frequent 
in  and  about  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Wejlminjler ,  a  Proclamation  was 
publifhed  in  February ,  prornifing  a 
Reward  of  100/.  over  and  above 
all  other  Rewards,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  upon 
the  Conviftion  of  any  Murderer  or 
Robber,  in  thofe  Cities,  or  within 
five  Miles  thereof.  On  March 
7,  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations  prornifed,  by  Advertifment, 
great  Encouragement  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  peopling  and  fet  ling  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Nova-Scotia  in  North-  Ame¬ 
rica.  This  Projedt  being  much  pa¬ 
tronized  by  Lord  Flahfax  and  other 
great  Perfons,  and  countenanced 
by  the  Government,  many  Settlers 
went  over,  and  it  is  now  become  a 
fburifhing  and  important  Colony'. 
About  the  fame  Time  Letters  were 
received  from  Admiral  Bcfcawen, 
dated  Ottober  17,  1748,  advifmg 
that  he  had  been  obliged  to  raife  the 
Siege  of  Pondicherry ,  in  the  Eajl- 


Indies,  on  account  of  the  vigorous 
Defence  of  the  Befieged,  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  his  Men  killed,  and  the  In¬ 
clemency  of  the  Seafon.  He  loll,  in 
this  Attempt,  757  Soldiers,  43  Ar¬ 
tillery  Men,  and  265  Seamen  ;  and 
the  Enemy  near  500  Europeans.  Ad¬ 
vices  having  been  received  that  the 
French  had  fettled  in  the  Iiland  of 
Tobago,  to  the  great  Alarm  of  our 
Neutral  Iilands,  a  Courier  was  dif- 
patched  to  the  French  Court,  and 
loon  after  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Merchants  by  Letter, 
that  the  King  of  France  difclaimed 
all  Knowledge  of  fuch  Proceedings, 
and  had  fent  Orders  to  evacuate 
that  Iiland.  On  May  7,  the  Duke 
of  Modena  arrived  in  England ,  in¬ 
cognito,  was  cordially  received  at 
Court,  and  fome  Weeks  after  re¬ 
turned  to  Italy.  About  the  fame 
Time  the  Barbary  Corfairs  made 
Prize  of  the  Prince  Frederick 
Packet-Boat  from  Lifbon  ;  detain¬ 
ed  her  near  a  Month  at  Algiers  ; 
and  connfcated  all  the  Money  and 
Jewels  found  on  board  her,  under 
the  Pretence  of  its  being  the  Pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Jews  and  Portuguefe. 
On  June  3,  a  dreadful  Fire,  at 
Glafgow  in  Scotland ,  reduced  150 
Dwelling  Houles  to  Allies.  On 
June  13,  his  Majefty  put  an  End 
to  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  with 
a  moll  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne.  On  the  23d,  Prince 
George,  (his  prefent  Majelty)  the 
Margrave  of  Anfpach,  the  Dukes  of 
Bedford  and  Leeds,  and  the  Earls 
of  Granville  and  Albemarle,  were 
eledled  Knights  of  the  Garter  ;  and 
on  the  26  th,  Sir  Peter  Warren, 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Sir  Charles 
Howard,  Sir  Charles  Amand  Poulet, 
Sir  John  M or  daunt ,  and  Sir  ')  obit 
Sack-ville,  were  inlialled  Knights  of 
the  Bath,  in  Henry  Vllth’s  Chapel, 
in  Wejlminjler- Abbey.  On  the  ]  ft 
of  July,  a  great  Riot  happened 

in 
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in  the  Strand,  which  was  occalion- 
ed  by  two  Sailors  having  been  ill 
ufed,  in  a  Hcufe  of  ill  Fame  : 
They  returned  with  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  their  Comrades,  to  take  Re¬ 
venge,  and  demolilhed  all  the 
Goods  in  the  Houfe,  cut  the  Fea¬ 
ther-Beds  to  Pieces,  deilroyed  the 
Wearing- Apparel,  and  turned  the 
Proilitutes  naked  into  the  Streets. 
The  next  Day  they  made  a  like 
Attempt  upon  an  Houfe  of  ill 
Fame  in  the  Old  Bailey.  Many 
Perfons  were  apprehended  for  thele 
Outrages,  and  one  Bofavern  Pen- 
lex  condemned  and  executed,  as  an 
Acceffary.  On  July  14,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Coachman,  of  the  Cbejicr • 
Jield  Man  of  War,  and  Lieutenant 
'Morgan,  of  the  Marines,  were  fhot 
to  Death,  at  Portfmouth ,  purfuant 
to  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial, 
for  running  away  with  that  Ship 
on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea.  On  Au- 
gujl  12,  a  dreadful  Fire  broke  out 
at  Battle-Bridge,  Southwark,  which 
confumed  near  100  Houfes,  to  the 
Damage  of  above  50,000/.  On  No¬ 
vember  16,  his  Majeily  opened  the 
Seffion  of  Parliament  with  a  moil: 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ; 
which  was  anfwered  by  very  du¬ 
tiful  Adureffes  from  both  Houfes, 
and  thofe  Addreffes  received  as  cor¬ 
dial  a  Return.  On  the  22d,  began 
a  warm  contelledEleflion  foraMem- 
bcrfor  the  City  of  Wejltninjler,  in  the 
room  of  Lord  T rentham,  whofe  Seat 
was  vacated  on  his  being  promoted  to 
be  a  L  rd  of  the' Admiralty  :  That 
Gentleman  and  Sir  Gecrge  Vande- 
put  were  the  oppoiite  Candidates  ; 
and  after  engaging  the  Attention 
of  the  Publick  until  May  15,  in 
the  next  Year,  Lord  1 Trentham  was. 
declared  to  have  a  Majority  of  176 
legal  Voters,  on  the  Scrutiny.  On 
December  20,  his  Majeily  gave  the 
Royal  Affent  to  the  Land-Tax  Bill 
of  three  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  and 
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to  the  Bill  for  reducing  the  fevcral 
Annuities  of  four  Pounds  per  Cent . 
per  Ann.  to  the  leveral  Rates  of  In- 
tereft  therein  mentioned.  In  this 
Month  Admiral  Knowles  was  tried 
by  a  Court-Martial  on  board  the 
Charlotte  Yacht,  at  Deptford,  on 
account  of  fome  Allegations  laid 
againlt  him,  in  relation  to  an  Aftion 
that  happened  on  October  \,  1748, 
between  a  Squadron  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  and  a  Spanijh  Fleet :  The  Ad¬ 
miral  was  found  to  have  fallen  under 
Part  of  the  Fourteenth  Article  of  the 
Articles  of  War  ;  namely,  the  Word 
Negligence,  and  no  other,  and 
alfo  under  the  Twenty-third  Article  ; 
and  he  was  accordingly  reprimanded 
by  the  Court. 

As  to  foreign  Affairs,  this  Year, 
few  occurred  of  any  great  Impor¬ 
tance.  The  Winter  was  fo  fevere  in 
Ruff  a,  that  above  100  Perfons  were 
frozen  to  Death  in  the  Streets  of  Pe- 
terjburgh  ;  and  foon  after  the  City 
of  Cazan  was  confumed  by  Fire. 
Don  Philip  took  Poffeffton  of  Parma 
and  Placentia,  purfuant  to  the  late 
Treaty.  The  Court  of  Rujfia  hav¬ 
ing  entertained  fome  Sulpicions, 
that  the  Swedes  intended  to  change 
the  Form  of  their  Government  after 
the  Death  of  their  King,  various 
Declarations  were  made  on  each 
Side  ;  and  his  Prujfian  Majeily,  by 
Letter,  defired  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain’s  good  Offices  to  prevent  the 
Interruption  of  the  Peace  of  the 
North.  The  French,  according  to 
all  Accounts,  were  employing  every 
Means  for  reftoring  their  Marine, 
which  had  been  fo  rudely  handled  in 
the  late  War.  Great  Storms  of  Lo- 
culls  in  felled  Poland,  Bohemia,  and 
feveral  Parts  of  German,,  dellroying 
all  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  in  their 
baneful  Progrefs. 

The  molt  dillinguilhed  Perfons 
that  died  in  1749  were,  that 
humane  and  generous  Nobleman, 

John, 
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‘John  Duke  ot  Montagu  ;  Field-Mar- 
fhal  Richard  7 emple,  Vifcount  Cob- 
ham  ;  John  Lindfey ,  the  brave  Earl 
of  Crawford  ;  Admiral  Sir  John 
Norris  ;  George  Lord  Carpenter  ; 
that  worthy  Patriot,  Sir  Watkin- 
Wi  Mams  Wynne  ;  Mr.  Mark  Catefby , 
a  laborious  Naturalift,  Author  of 
The  Natural  Hijlory  cf  Carolina  and 
the  Bahama  IJlands  :  Dr.  Smalbroke , 
Bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry  ; 
and  Ambrofe  Philips,  £fq;  a  cele¬ 
brated  Poet. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
17:50,  were  received  the  melancholy 
Advices  from  Rear-Admiral  Bof- 
cawen,  in  the  Eafi-Indies,  dated 
April  20,  1749,  That  a  Storm  of 
Wind  came  on,  at  N.  N.  W.  in 
the  Night  of  the  12th  of  that 
Month,  which  continued  all  the 
next  Day,  in  which  his  Majefiy’s 
Ships  Namur,  ofy4Guns,  and  Pern- 
broke,  of  60  Guns,  were  entirely 
loll  ;  and  all  their  Crews,  fave  two 
Midlhipmen  and  thirty-fix  Seamen, 
perifhed.  The  Apollo,  of  40  Guns, 
and  350  Men,  was  loft  at  Sea,  and 
never  more  heard  of.  The  Lincoln 
and  Wiuchelfea ,  Eafi-India  S_hips, 
the  St.  Francis  Tender,  and  nine¬ 
teen  Country  Ships  and  Velfels, 
were  all  loft,  but  the  greateft  Part 
of  their  Crews  faved.  Nothing, 
in  Ihort,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Fort  St.  David's,  efcaped  the  Storm, 
and  the  Sea-Shore,  for  many 
Leagues,  was  ftrewed  with  Wrecks 
and  dead  Bodies.  On  January  15, 
a  new  Filh-Market  was  opened  in 
jthe  Cityof  Wejiminjter.  On  Febru¬ 
ary  8,  between- Twelve  and  One 
at  Noon,  a  Shock  of  an  Earth¬ 
quake  was  felt  all  over  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Weftminfter ,  and 
Parts  adjacent  ;  and  fome  Chim¬ 
neys,  &c.  were  thrown  down  ;  and 
jn  many  Places  the  Waters  were 
agitated  in  a  Very  extraordinary 
Manner.  At  half  an  Flour  after 
five  o’Clock,  on  March  8,  in  the 


Morning,  the  Town  was  alarmed  a 
fecond  Time,  with  a  more  fevere 
Shock  than  the  former,  attended 
with  a  hollow  ruftling  Noife,  as  of 
Wind  ;  and  Numbers  ofPeople  were 
awakened  from  their  Sleep  by  its 
Violence  :  Ffowever,  providential¬ 
ly,  no  Mifchief  happened,  except 
the  Throwing  down  of feveral  Chim- 
nies,  and  the  Damaging  of  fome 
Houfes.  In  fome  Places  the  Shock 
was  fo  violent,  that  the  People  ran 
from  their  Beds  and  Houfes,  almoft 
naked,  in  the  greateft  Confternation 
at  this  very  unufual  Vilitation.  Pre¬ 
ceding  the  Shock,  there  was  obferv- 
ed  a  continual,  though  confufed 
Lightning,  until  within  a  Minute 
or  two  of  its  being  felt,  which  darted 
very  low,  and  the  Flalhes  were  very 
ftrong.  It  was  felt  in  EJfiex,  Surry, 
and  Kent,  as  well  as  in  molt  Parts  of 
the  County  of  Middlefex  ;  and  in  all 
the  four  Counties,  the  Panick  was 
univerfal  :  A  ferious  Air  fat  on 
every  Countenance,  for  fome  Time 
after  this  terrible  Alarm  :  The  Pul¬ 
pits  and  the  Prefs  were  employed 
in  calling  a  degenerate  People  to 
Repentance,  and  in  deprecating 
the  Wrath  of  Heaven  :  Enthuiiafts 
prognofticated  ftill  greater  Evils 
to  enfue  ;  and  Vice  was,  for  a  little 
Space,  out  of  Countenance.  But 
foon  all  this  was  forgot ;  the  Wick¬ 
ed  returned  to  their  Vices,  and  the 
Weak  forgot  their  real,  as  well  as 
their  imaginary  Terrors.  On  the 
1 8th,  between  Five  and  Six  in  the 
Evening,  an  Earthquake  was  felt 
at  Gofport,  P ortfmout h ,  and  in  the 
ljle  of  Wight  ;  which  greatly  ter¬ 
rified  and  furprized  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants.  On  April  1 2,  after  pafiing 
a  Bill  for  the  Encouragement  of  the 
White-Herring  Fijhery,  a  Bill  for 
ajfigning  and  in, proving  of  the  Trade 
to  Africa,  and  feveral  other  Bids, 
both  publick  and  private,  his  Ma- 
jefty  clofed  the  Seftion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  with  a  moft  gracious  Speech 
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from  the  Throne.  On  the  16th, 
Admiral  Bofcavien  with  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  his  Squadron  arrived  from 
the  Eaf -Indies.  The  Keel-Men 
at  Ncvocafle  affembled  in  great 
Numbers,  6000  and  upwards,  and 
refufed  to  work  for  fix  or  feven 
Weeks  ;  but  at  length  they  were 
induced  to  return  to  their  Bufinefs. 
On  the  20th,  died  Sir  Samuel  Pen¬ 
nant,  Lord-Mayor  of  London,  whofe 
Death  I  mention,  becaufe  it  was 
occafioned  by  an  infectious  Diftem- 
per,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Gaol  Fever, 
caught  at  the  Seffions-Houfe  in  the 
Old-Bailey  :  Twenty  other  Gentle¬ 
men  died  of  the  fame  Difeafe ; 
and  among!!  them,  Mr.  Baron 
Clarke,  Judge  Abney ,  and  Sir  Daniel 
Lambert,  Knight  and  Alderman. 
A  Pardon  was,  about  the  fame 
Time,  granted  to  Captain  Clarke, 
a  Sea-Commander,  who  had  been 
condemned  to  die,  for  the  Murder 
of  Captain  Innes,  whom  he  had  killed 
in  a  Duel.  On  July  5,  arrived  the 
firlt  Parcel  of  Herrings  caught  by 
the  Bulfes  of  the  newly-incorporat¬ 
ed  "Society  of  the  free  Britifh  Fijhery 
oft"  Shetland.  About  the  fame 
Time,  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Wales ,  with  the  Lady  Augufia,  their 
eldelt  Daughter,  made  a  Tour 
to  the  Well  of  England,  and  were 
received  every  where  with  the  great- 
ell  Honour  and  RefpeCt.  On  the 
iith,  a  great  Storm  of  Hail  and 
Rain  laid  the  Streets  of  the  Metro¬ 
polis  and  its  Environs  under  Water, 
and  did  great  Damage  to  the  Gar¬ 
den  Giounds.  In  Augujl,  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Wales,  with  their 
two  youngeft  Sons,  and  their  eldeft 
Daughter,  vilited  Southampton  and 
the  lfe  of  Wight,  being  every¬ 
where  received  with  moll  affection¬ 
ate  Congratulations.  On  September 
30,  a  violent  Shock  of  an  Earth¬ 
quake  was  felt  in  A 'orthamptonjhirc, 
Leicejlerjhire,  and  Lincolnfoire.  On 
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Odlober  25,  the  Prince  of  Wales  went 
in  State  to  Fijhmongers- Hall,  in 
Thames-Street ,  where  being  properly 
received  and  feated,  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Oglethorpe  addreffed  his  Royal 
Highnel's  in  an  handfome  Speech, 
which  was  very  gracioully  anfwer- 
ed  ;  when  the  Charter  being  pro¬ 
duced,  and  prefented  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  as  Governor  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  he  was  pleafed  to  return  it 
to  the  Care  of  Slingjby  Bit  hell,  Efq; 
the  Prefident.  After  having  par¬ 
ticular  Honours  paid  him,  he  re¬ 
turned  in  the  fame  Manner  to  Lei - 
cefler-Houfe,  having  charmed  every 
one  by  his  moll  engaging  and 
captivating  Affability.  On  No¬ 
vember  ly,  the  Neav-Bridge  at  Wejl- 
minjler  was  opened,  and  anlwer- 
ed  all  the  Expeditions  of  the  Pub- 
lick.  In  November  a  new  Treaty 
was  concluded  between  his  Majef- 
ty  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and 
an  Agree msnt  was  made  for  the 
Redemption  of  fixty  Britijh  Cap¬ 
tives.  A  Defenfive  Treaty,  or  Con¬ 
vention,  was  alfo  entered  into,  be¬ 
tween  his  Majelty  and  Spain,  for 
fettling  all  Difputes  between  the  two 
Nations. 

Great  Tumults  and  Diforders 
happened  this  Year  in  the  Seven 
United  Provinces  ;  and  fome  of  the 
Voters  at  Haerlem  were  killed.  On 
June  zy,  a  terrible  Earthquake 
almoft  deftroyed  the  llland  of 
Cerigo,  in  the  Archipelago  ;  and 
above  2000  of  the  Inhabitants 
perilhed.  Some  Time  before, 
they  had  alfo  been  greatly  alarmed 
by  Earthquakes  in  many  Parts  of 
France,  Germany,  See.  On  July  31, 
John,  King  of  Portugal,  decealed, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft 
Son,  Jofeph.  About  that  Time 
a  new  Treaty  of  Subfidy,  between 
the  Maritime  Powers  and  the 
Eleftor  of  Bavarid,  was  ligned  af 
Hercnhaufen,  near  Hanover ,  where 
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his  Majefty  then  was,  on  a  Vifit  to 
his  German  Dominions.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  his  P ruffian  Majefty  eftablilhed 
a  Company  at  Embden  to  trade  to  the 
Eaji-Indies . 

The  Perfons  of  Note,  whodeceaf- 
ed  in  the  Year  1750,  were  Algernon, 
Duke  of  Somerfet ;  Charles ,  Duke  of 
Richmond  ;  Thomas  Watfon  Went¬ 
worth  JAzrcpitfe  of  Rockingham ;  Hen¬ 
ry  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Legge,  Earl  of  Dartmouth  ;  Vif- 
count  Torrington  ;  Admiral-  Sir Cha- 
loner  Ogle  ;  Rt.  Hon.  Stephen  Poyntz, 
formerly  Preceptor  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  ;  Mr.  Gordon,  Author  of 
The  Independent  Whig ,  See.  Dr.  Con¬ 
yers  Middleton,  an  excellent  Divine  ; 
Dr.  ‘John  Tyfon,  an  eminent  Phyil- 
cian  ;  Aaron  Hill,  Efq;  the  Poet  ; 
and  Mr.  Solomon  Lowe,  a  learned 
and  ingenious  Critick. 

On  January  17,  1751,  his  Maiefty 
opened  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  with 
a  moft  gracious  Speech,  in  which  he 
acquainted  them,  that  he  had  conclu¬ 
ded  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain, 
whereby  fuch  particular  Differences, 
as  could  not  be  fettled  in  a  General 
Treaty,  had  been  amicably  adjufted. 
On  February  5,  a  Proclamation  was 
iffued,  promifing  a  Reward  of  1000/. 
for  apprehending  the  Author,  for 
each  of  the  Printers  500/.  and  for 
each  of  the  Publifhers  50/.  of  a  trea- 
fonable  Piece,  entitled  Conjlitutional 
Queries,  which  Piece  was  alfo  burnt 
by  the  Common  Hangman.  On 
March  20,  his  Royal  Highnefs  Fre- 
derick-Lewis,  Prince  of  Wales,  de¬ 
parted  this  Life,  to  the  extreme  Re¬ 
gret  of  his  Royal  Father,  and  the 
whole  Nation,  to  which  he  had 
greatly  endeared  himfelfbyhis  ma¬ 
ny  publick  and  private  Virtues.  His 
Death  was  occafioned  by  a  Cold, 
which  was  followed  by  a  Pleurify, 
and  thus  carried  him  off  in  the  for- 
ly-fixth  Year  of  his  Age.  This 
melancholy  E.vent  was  the  Occafion 
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of  Addreffes  of  Condolence  from 
both  Houfes  cf  Parliament,  Zfc.&c* 
On  April  13,  the  Remains  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  were  depofited, 
with  great  Pomp  and  Ceremony* 
in  a  Vault  in  Henry  the  VJIth’s 
Chapel  ;  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  be¬ 
ing  Chief  Mourner.  On  the  20th, 
Letters  Patent  paffed  the  Great 
Seal  of  Great-Britain,  creating  his 
eldeft  Son  George-William,  (our  pre- 
fent  moft  gracious  Sovereign) 
Prince  of  Great-Britain,  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  Earl  of  Chejier.  On  May 
22,  his  Majefty  gave  his  Royal 
Affent  to  a  Bill  for  providing  for 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  cafe  it  fhould  defcend  to  any 
of  the  Children  of  his  late  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  under  the  Age  of  18  Years,  Sec. 
See.  A  Bill  for  altering  the  Stile, 
and  regulating  the  Commencement  of 
the  Year  ;  and  to  feveral  other 
Bills.  The  firft  Bill  being  ren¬ 
dered  of  no  Importance,  as  his 
prefent  Majefty  was  of  Age  before 
he  afeended  the  Throne,  I  fhall 
take  no  Notice  of  its  Contents ; 
and  as  to  that  for  regulating  the 
Commencement  of  the  Year,  Iffic. 
it  was  thereby  enabled,  That  the 
Year  ftiould  commence  on  January 
1,  and  that  the  New  Stile  fnould  be 
ufed,  in  all  the  King’s  Dominions, 
as  being  nearer  to  the  true  Courfe 
of  the  Sun,  by  three  Days  in  400 
Years.  On  June  25,  his  Majefty 
put  an  End  to  the  Seffion  with  a 
very  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne:  On  that  Day,  confequent- 
Iv,  Mr.  Murray,  Brother  of  Lord 
Elibank,  was  difeharged  from  his 
Confinement  in  Newgate,  who  had 
been  committed  thereto,  fome  Time 
before,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  fome  irregular  Behaviour  at  the 
Wefminfer  Ele&ion,  and  for  me¬ 
nacing  the  High-Bailiff  of  Wef¬ 
minfer  in  the  Execution  of  his 
Office.  On  Qflober  11,  died  his  Moft 
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Serene  Highnefs  William  Prince  of 
Grange  and  Najfau ,  Son-in- Law  of 
his  late  Majefty,  in  the  41ft  Year  of 
his  Age,  of  a  Quinfey,  leaving  If- 
fue  a  Daughter,  the  prefent  Prin- 
cels  of  Najfau-Weilbaitrgh ,  and  a 
Son,  Prince  William,  the  prelent 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  Stadtholder 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces. 
On  Oftober  25,  the  Society  of  An¬ 
tiquarians  were  incorporated  by  his 
Majefty’s  Charter.  On  November 
14,  the  Parliament  met,  and  his  Ma- 
jeily,  in  his  Speech  to  both  Houfes, 
defired  them  ferioully  to  think 
of  Means  for  putting  a  Stop  to  Pro¬ 
fligacy,  Irreligion,  Gaming,  Ifc. 
which  indeed  were  arrived,  about 
this  Time,  to  a  very  alarming 
Height.  On  November  21,  was  an 
Eclipfe  of  the  Moon,  which  began 
after  Eight,  and  ended  at  Eleven, 
eight  Digits  being  eclipfed.  A 
Proclamation  was  ilfued  on  the 
30th,  promifing  a  Reward  of  500/. 
for  apprehending  the  afore-men¬ 
tioned  Mr.  Murray  ;  and  on  the  20th 
of  December  an  Exprefs  arrived  with 
the  melancholy  Tidings  of  the  Death 
pf  her  Majefty,  Lbuifa,  Queen  of 
Denmark,  his  Maj  city’s  youngell 
Daughter. 

In  the  Beginning  of  this  Year, 
three  Parts  of  the  City  of  Fiume 
were  fwallowed  up  by  an  Earth¬ 
quake.  In  April,  Frederick,  King 
of  Sweden,  and  Landgrave  of  Heffe- 
Caffel,  departed  this  Life,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Adolphus-Frederick  of 
Holjiein-Eutin,  Bifhop  of  Lubeck, 
who  had  been  appointed  his  Suc- 
ceflor  by  the  Diet  of  Sweden.  A 
dreadful  Eruption  of  Mount  Vefu- 
r vius  did  incredible  Damage  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  that  Volcano  ; 
and  in  September,  our  Sugar-Iflands 
fullered,  by  a  violent  Hurricane, 
to  the  Amount  of  above  200,000 /. 
On  the  nthof  the  fame  Month, 
an  Hurricane  happened  alfo  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  wherein  near  thirty  Sail  of 
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Veffels  were  loft,  Numbers  of  Per- 
fons  perithed,  and  prodigious  Da¬ 
mage  was  done  to  the  whole 
Iiland  :  Advice  arrived  from  Con- 
ftantinople,  that  in  the  preceding 
Summer  70,000  Perfons  had  been 
carried  off  by  the  Plague  in  that  Ca¬ 
pital. 

The  principal  Perfons  that  de- 
ceafed  in  the  Year  1751  were,  Fran¬ 
cis  Scott,  Duke  of  Bucclcugb,  Grand- 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth  ;  John  Hervey,  Earl  of  B>  ■if- 
tol  ;  Henry  St.  John,  the  late  Vif- 
count  Bolingbroke  ;  Admiral  Mat¬ 
thews,  and  Dr.  Freind,  late  Mailer 
of  Wcjhninjler  School. 

In  January,  1752,  a  Copy  of  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Commerce 
between  his  Majefty  and  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Tripoly,  and  another  of  a 
Treaty  cf  Peace  and  Commerce 
with  the  State  of  Tunis,  concluded 
by  the  Miniftration  of  Commodore 
Keppel,  were  tranfmitted  home  by 
that  Gentleman.  On  March  26, 
his  Majelty  gave  the  Royal  Affent 
to  a  great  Number  of  Bills,  and 
particularly  that  for  better  prevent¬ 
ing  the  horrid  Crime  of  Murder  ;  by 
which  it  is  enabled,  That  all  Per¬ 
fons  convibled  of  Wilful  Murder  fhall 
be  executed  on  the  next  Day  but 
one  following  that  on  which  the 
Sentence  is  pronounced,  which  it 
lb  all  be  immediately  on  Convic¬ 
tion  ;  except  it  falls  on  a  Sunday, 
when  they  Ihall  be  executed  on  the 
Monday  following  :  Afterwards 
their  Bodies  fhall  be  delivered  to  the 
Company  of  Surgeons  to  be  diffedl- 
ed,  or,  in  the  Country,  to  fuch 
Surgeon  or  Surgeons  as  the  Judges 
of  Affize  fhall  direfl.  After  the  Sen¬ 
tence  fhall  be  paffed,  the  Murderer 
lhall  be  fed  on  Bread  and  Water 
only,  Cfr.  C5k.  This  new  Provifion, 
or  tome  other,  againft  this  abomi¬ 
nable  Crime,  feemed  to  be  greatly 
wanted,  as  many  atrocious  Mur¬ 
ders  were  committed  about  this 

Time : 
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Time  :  Mifs  Eldndy,  of  Henley  on 
! Thames ,  was  executed  for  poifon- 
ing  her  Father  ;  Elizabeth  Jeffery s, 
(with  John  Swan,  his  Servant)  for 
the  Murder  of  her  Uncle  ;  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Lowry,  for  the  Murder  of  his 
Cabbin-Boy  ;  all  within  fix  Months, 
beftdes  many  ocher  Crocking  Tra¬ 
gedies  of  the  fame  Kind.  Advice 
arrived  from  Guinea,  that  the  French 
had  been  driven  from  Annamabo, 
by  Commodore  Buckle,  where  they 
were  making  a  Settlement,  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  Faith  of  Treaties.  On 
the  4th  of  June,  Prince  Edward, 
the  Prince  of  Orange  by  Proxy, 
the  Earls  of  Lincoln,  Winchelfea, 
and  Cardigan,  were  inftalled 
Knights  of  the  Garter,  at  Windjor. 
On  June  27,  a  dreadful  Fire  broke 
out  in  Lincoln  s-Inn,  New-Square, 
which  confumed  two  Sets  of  Cham¬ 
bers,  deftroying  great  Quantities 
of  valuable  and  important  Wri¬ 
tings,  Deeds,  and  Plate,  Money, 
&c.  On  July  2,  the  Truftees  of 
his  Majefty’s  Colony  of  Georgia, 
in  America,  furrendered  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  Succeffors,  the  Char¬ 
ter  granted  to  them  in  the 'Year 
1719;  and  a  Grant  paffed  the  Great 
Seal,  invefting  his  Majefty,  his 
Heirs  and  Succeffors,  with  the  faid 
Charter.  On  July  6,  Mr.  Owen, 
a  Bookfeller,  was  tried  upon  an 
Information  for  publilhing  the  Cafe 
of  the  Honourable  Alexander  Mur¬ 
ray  ;  when  the  Jury  brought  in  their 
Verdidt,  Not  Guilty.  In  September, 
Advice  arrived  from  the  Eajl-Indies, 
where  War  was  carried  on  by  the 
two  Companies,  that  Colonel  Clive 
had  obliged  the  French  to  retire 
from  before  Arcot,  and  had  gained 
many  other  fignal  Advantages  over 
them.  Thefe  Diftuibances  in  the 
Eajl-Indies  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  Intrigues  of  the  French  Com¬ 
pany’s  Officers,  and  by  thofe  of 
both  Companies  engaging  too  much 
in  the  Quarrels  of  the  Natives. 


Upon  his  Majefty’s  Arrival,  this 
Year,  from  his  ufual  Vifit  to  his 
German  Dominions,  being  waited 
upon  by  the  City  of  London  with  a 
congratulatory  Addrefs  thereon,  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  confer  the 
Honour  of  Knighthood  on  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Crifp  Gafcoyne,  Eiq; 
the  Recorder,  the  two  Sheriffs, 
and  the  Chamberlain.  Adi  :e 
foon  after  arrived,  that  on  Sep- 
ternl  r  15,  a  violent  Hurricane  at 
Che  les-Fown,  in  South-Carolina , 
had  driven  all  the  Veffels  in  the 
Harbour  on  Shore,  ruined  the 
Wharfs  and  Bridges,  and  bio  n 
down  a  great  Number  of  Houfes, 
idle.  The  Damage  done  by  this 
fatal  Storm  was  immenfe  ;  and 
Plantations  thirty  Miles  round 
Charles-Fawn  were  fwept  clear,  and 
had  all  their  Buildings  quite  de- 
moliffied  :  Numbers  of  Lives  and 
much  Cattle  were  loft,  and  in  Ihort 
the  Devaftation  was  extremely  de¬ 
plorable.  On  the  30th  of  the  fame 
Month,  another  violent  Hurricane 
added  greatly  to  the  Diftrefs  of  this 
fuffering  Colony,  though  it  did  more 
Damage  in  the  Country  than  at 
Charles-Fawn. 

Advice  arrived  this  Year,  that  by 
a  dreadful  Fire  near  5000  Houfes 
were  confumed  at  MoJ'cow,  Capital 
of  the  Ruffian  Empire.  That  in¬ 
triguing  Statefman,  Cardinal  Albe- 
roni,  paid  his  Debt  to  Nature.  The 
Troubles  in  Corjica  rofe  to  a  very 
great  Height,  there  being  three  Par¬ 
ties  on  foot,  one  for  the  Genoefe,  one 
for  the  French,  and  the  third  for  the 
Independency  of  the  Ifland  againft 
both.  There  arofe  alfo,  this  Year, 
great  Difputes  between  the  King  and 
the  Clergy  of  France,  in  relation  to 
the  Taxation  of  their  Revenues,  and 
between  the  latter  and  the  Parliament 
of  Paris,  about  the  Conftitution 
Unigraitus. 

The  Perfons  of  moft  Note,  who 
died  in  1752,  were,  John  Murray, 
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Earl  of  Dunmore,  Lord  Mark  Kerr, 
and  Sir  Philip  Honeynuood,  old  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers  ;  Dr.  Peploe,  Biffiop 
of  Chejler  ;  Dr.  Butler ,  Bifhop  of 
Durham  ;  Dr.  Bcnjon,  Bilhop  of 
Gloucefter  ;  that  learned  Divine  and 
Mathematician,  Mr.  William  Whif- 
ton  ;  Dr.  Cromwell  Mortimer,  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Royal  Society  ;  William 
C?-Jcldcn,  a  fkiiful  Surgeon  ;  Dr. 
Munro,  Phyfician  to  Bet  hum  Hcfpital ; 
Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  a  ftead,v' Pa¬ 
triot :  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Peter  'rar- 
'  f  ) 

ren  ;  Sir  Henry  Penrice,  late  Judge 
ec  the  Admiralty  ;  an  v.  Sir  JohnBoj- 
d'Jlrth,  Chamberlain  of  London. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1753,  the  French  began  to  be  very 
troublelome,  and  to  praftife  their 
old  Intrigues  in  America:  They  af- 
faulted  a  Truck-Home  in  the  T wig- 
twee  Nation,  at  the  Back  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  carried  the  Englijh  there¬ 
in,  with  fome  of  the  Indians ,  Cap¬ 
tives  to  Canada.  Advice  alfo  ar¬ 
rived  that  the  French  at  Louijlourgb 
had  fent  a  Party  of  Indians  to  dil- 
trefs  the  r.ewiy-eftabliffied  Colony 
of  No<va-Scotia,  who  had  commit¬ 
ted  many  Hollilities.  On  ‘January 
11,  his  Majefty  opened  the  Seffion 
of  Parliament  with  a  moft  gracious 
Speech  :  The  Bills  that  were  moft 
warmly  debated  in  both  Houfes,  in 
this  Seffion,  were,  that  for  Natu¬ 
ralizing  the  Jews,  which  was  vio¬ 
lently  oppofed  both  within  Doors 
and  without,  and  occaftoned  fuch 
a  Prejudice  in  the  Minds  of  the 
People,  that,  though  it  paffied  into 
a  Law  at  the  Cloie  of  the  Seffion, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  get  it 
repealed  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
next.  That  for  better  preventing 
ciandtftine  Ma:riages  alio  was  the 
Occafton  of  great  Debates,  and 
the  Strength  of  Argument  feem- 
ed  to  lie  on  the  Side  of  the  Op- 
poftti  n  ;  however,  it  paffied,  and 
received  the  Royal  Affient  on  June  7 , 
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when  his  Majefty  put  an  End  to  the 
Seffion. 

In  January,  his  PruJJian  Majefty 
tranfmitted  a  Memorial  to  the  Bri- 
tijh  Court,  reclaiming  c  rtain  Vef- 
lels  that  had  been  taken  by  Englijh 
Cruizers  in  the  Courle  of  the  late 
War,  and  threatening  to  flop  Pay* 
ment  of  the  Silejia  Loan  till  he  re¬ 
ceived  due  Satisfaction.  The  King 
laid  this  Memorial  before  the  Attor¬ 
ney  and  Solicitor  General,  &c,  who 
gave  an  ample  and  fatisfaft  ry  An- 
fwer  to  all  the  Allegations  contained 
therein  ;  but  notwithstanding,  when, 
fome  Years  after,  we  contracted  an 
Alliance  with  that  Monarch,  Satif- 
faiton  was  mate  to  him,  as  his 
Friendffiip  was  then  become  necef- 
fary.  About  May,  great  Tumults 
arofe,  and  Diforders  were  commit¬ 
ted,  in  the  City  of  Brijiol,  by  an 
Inlurreftion  of  the  Colliers  ;  and 
fever al  Lives  were  loft  before  they 
couid  be  quelled.  On  June  7,  Dr. 
Archibald  Cameron  was  drawn  to,  and 
hanged  and  quartered  at  Tyburn, 
for  High- Treafon,  as  being  attaint¬ 
ed  for  his  Concern  in  the  late  Re¬ 
bellion.  He  had  been  taken  in 
Scotland,  endeavouring  to  fpiit  up 
new  Troubles,  about  two  Months 
before.  On  the  8th  of  that  Month 
a  Shock  of  an  Earthquake  was  felt 
in  feveral  Places  in  the  N.  W.  Pats 
of  England.  On  the  10th  of  July, 
the  Village  of  Holmes-Chapel,  in 
Chejhire,  was  totally  dellroyed  by  a 
dreadful  Fire.  On  November  15, 
his  Majefty  opened  the  Seffion  of 
Parliament  with  a  moft  gracious 
Speech  ;  and  foon  after,  the  Land- 
Tax-Bill  of  two  Shillings  in  the 
Pound,  the  Malt-Tax,  Mutiny, 
and  feveral  other  Bills,  received  the 
Royal  Affient.  About  this  Time 
Debates  ran  very  high  in  Ireland, 
where  a  Difpute  had  occurred  be¬ 
tween  the  Miniftry  and  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  that  Kingdom,  in  a 
I  i  Cafe 
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Cafe  where  the  Prerogative  was  on 
one  Side  concerned,  and  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  People  and  the  Indepen¬ 
dency  of  Parliament  on  the  other  ; 
and  many  Patriots  were  turned  out 
of  their  lucrative  and  honourable 
Employments  for  {tickling  againft 
the  Court.  On  December  27,  fix 
Knights  of  the  Bath  were  private¬ 
ly  inftalled,  in  Henry  the  Vllth’s 
Chapel. 

The  Whale- Fiihery,  which  had 
forfome  Years  been  revived  and  car¬ 
ried  on  with  great  Spirit  by  this  Na¬ 
tion,  was  remarkably  fuccefsful  this 
Year;  not  one  Ship  was  loft,  and 
the  48  Sail  employed  brought  home 
1 44  Whales  and  a  half. 

The  Difputes  between  the  Par¬ 
liament  and  Clergy  of  France 
dill  continued,  and  had  arrived  to 
great  Inveteracy  on  both  Sides  ; 
and  the  King  declaring  in  Favour 
of  the  Prelates,  the  Members  of  all 
the  Chambers,  except  the  Great 
Chamber,  were  banilhed,  and  the 
ufual  Adminidration  of  Jullice 
cealed  in  Paris  and  its  Environs  ; 
and  at  length  the  iVi embers  of  the 
Great  Chamber  were  likewife  fent 
into  Exile.  The  Town  of  St.  Re¬ 
mo,  refuling  to  agree  to  fome  arbi¬ 
trary  Impofi'tions  of  their  Mailers, 
the  Republick  of  Genoa,  was  bom¬ 
barded,  feveral  of  their  Chiefs  be¬ 
headed,  and  an  intolerable  Fine  im- 
pofed  upon  that  Town  and  Diftricl. 

The  Perfons  of  molt  Note,  who 
departed  this  World  in  1753,  were, 
Dr.  Berkeley,  the  excellent  and  pub- 
lick-lpirited  Bilhop  of  Cloyne  ;  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  an  eminent  Phyfician, 
and  Virtuold  ;  Mr.  Jullice  Burnet , 
youngeft  Son  of  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet, 
late  Bilhop  of  Salijbury ;  Commo¬ 
dore  Brovin,  who  in  concert  with 
Admiral  Venion  took  Porto-Bello  ; 
and  Dr.  James  Fojler,  a  celebrated 
Preacher  and  amiable  Divine  amongll 
the  Diffenters. 


At  the  Beginning  of  February , 
1754,  was  a  very  hard  Froll;  and 
the  River  1 Thames ,  Wellward,  was 
filled  with  Ice,  fo  as  to  hinder  the 
Navigation,  and  Perfons  palled  and 
repaired  it  on  Foot,  abo Kingjlon 
Bridge.  Gn  March  the  5th,  the 
Seffion  of  Parliament  was  opened  ; 
and,  in  the  Courfe  thereof,  an  Aft 
was  palfed  to  punilh  Mutiny  and 
Defertion  in  the  Officers  and  Sol¬ 
diers  of  the  Eajl-India  Company  ; 
and  many  others.  On  April  the 
6th,  the  King  put  an  End  to  the 
Seffion  ;  and,  on  the  8th,  the  Par¬ 
liament  was  dilfolved  by  Proclama¬ 
tion,  and  a  new  one  ordered  ;  the 
Writs  for  that  Purpofe  bearing 
Date  April  the  9th,  and  returnable 
on  May  31.  Many  of  the  Eleftions 
were  warmly  contelled,  particular¬ 
ly  thofe  for  the  City  of  London  and 
the  County  of  Oxford.  On  May 
the  3 1  ft,  the  new  Parliament  met, 
and  was  opened  by  Commiffion  ; 
the  Commons  again  chofe  the 
Right  Honourable  Arthur  Onflow, 
their  Speaker,  and  on  June  5,  this 
Ihort  Seffion  ended.  On  November 
14,  the  Parliament  met  again,  and 
his  Ma'efty,  opened  the  Seffion  with 
a  moll  gracious  Speech,  and  feveral 
Bills  were  palled  before  the  C'lofe  of 
the  Year. 

Many  Difputes  arofe  between 
our  Merchants  and  the  Court  of 
Portugal ;  and,  after  much  Alter¬ 
cation,  his  Portuguese  Majefty  a- 
greed  to  permit  the  Exportation 
of  Gold,  coined  or  uncoined,  up¬ 
on  the  Payment  of  a  Duty  of  2/.  per 
Cent. 

Advice  was  received  from  Virgi¬ 
nia,  that  the  French  had  built  three 
Forts  upon  the  Ohio,  on  the  Lands 
of  which  a  Grant  had  been  made 
by  his  Majefty  to  feveral  Gentle¬ 
men  of  London  and  Virginia  ;  and 
at  the  latter  End  of  the  Year,  Co¬ 
lonel  Wajhington,  being  fent  from 
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Virginia  with  a  Party  tc  diflodgc 
them,  was  attacked  by  a  fupeii  r 
Force,  and  defeated,  with  the  Lofs 
of  150  k  lied,  and  70  wounded. 
On  April  19,  a  Shock  fan  Earth¬ 
quake  u  as  fed  in  Yorkjhire,  and  all 
along  the  Northern  Loads  of  the 
Kingdom.  Advice  arrived,  about 
the  fame  Time,  of  ieverul  flgnal 
Advantages  gained  by  Major  Strin¬ 
ger  Laivrence,  in  the  Eajl-Indies ,' 
over  the  French.  In  Oiiuber,  two 
Regiments  were  ordered  to  be  1  ailed 
in  America,  under  Colonel  Shirley, 
and  Sir  William  Peppercll.  In  tne 
fame  Month  the  River  Rye,  at  Helmf- 
ley  in  Yorkjhire,  overflowed,  and  de- 
iwbyed  feveral  People,  much  Cattle, 
many  Houfes,  Barns,  &c.  An 
Earthquake  alfo  did  great  Mifchief 
at  Conjiantinople,  deftroyed  two 
Thirds  of  Grand  Cairo  in  Egypt,  and 
buried  near  40,000  Perfons  in  the 
R.uins.  The  Parliament  of  Paris, 
towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  w ere 
recalled  from  their  Exile,  and  reito- 
red  to  their  Fun&ions. 

The  molt  remarkable  Affair  that 
employed,  however,  the  Attention 
of  the  Publick  this  Year,  was  that 
of  Elizabeth  Canning,  who  pretend¬ 
ed  to  have  been  robbed  by  two  Fel¬ 
lows  in  Moorjields,  about  Ten  in  the 
Evening,  on  New-Year’s  Day,  1753, 
and  aftei wards  dragged  to  the.Houie 
of  one  Mrs.  Wells,  at  EifdJ-WaJb, 
where  Menaces  and  Confinement 
were  made  ufe  of  to  inch  ce  her  to 
turn  Proftitute;  and  an  dici  Gip.ey, 
One  Mary  Squires,  flrippeu  her  of 
her  Stay-,.  During  her  C  nflnement, 
of  near  a  Month,  !f  e  hid  no  other 
Subliftence,  fhe  laid,  but  a  Quar¬ 
tern  Loaf,  and  a  G  lion  of  Water. 
After  fo  long  a  Durance,  fhe  took 
an  Opportunity  of  pulling  down 
fome  Boards  which  were  nailed  be¬ 
fore  the  Window,,  made  her  Eicape, 
and  came  to  her  Mother’s,  in  a  ve¬ 
ry  iniferable  naked  Condition,  alniolt 
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deprived  of  her  Scnfes.  On  the  Sth 
of  Pehn  ary  thefame  Year,  one  Vertue 
Hall,  a  young  Proflitute  in  thefame 
Houle,  confelfe.l  her  being  Witnels 
to  the  above  ill  LJlhge  and  Ccnfinc- 
m  nt,  Deer  a  long  Examir.at  :be- 
fore  M 1.  Field. ng,  a  Juftice  ot  Peace, 
h  he  Gipfey  and  Mrs.  Wells  were 
thereupon  tried  at  the  O/d-  3ailey  ; 
the  former  received  Sentence  of 
Death,  and  the  latter  to  be  branded 
and  imprifoned  fix  Months,  as  an 
Acceflary  alter  the  Fait.  Some 
Time  after,  poiitive  Evidence  being 
produced,  that  Mary  Squ.res  was  at 
Abbotjbury  when  it  was  depofed  the 
Robbery  was  committed,  and  Vertue 
Flail  having  retracted  her  Evidence 
before  the  Lord  Mayor  ;  that  Ma- 
giflrate,  furprived  at  the  many  Im¬ 
probabilities  and  Abfurdities  in  Can~ 
ning' s  Story,  undertook  to  difeufs  it 
to  the  Bottom  for  the  Sake  of 
Truth  and  Juftice  :  The  Friends  of 
Canning,  on  the  other  Side,  were 
convinced  of  her  Innocence,  and 
the  Truth  of  her  Relation  ;  and  die 
two  Parties  formed  on  this  Occaflon 
divided  both  Town  and  Count)  y, 
and  this  Affair  was  the  confant  To- 
pick  of  Difcour  e  and  Difpute  for 
almolt  a  Twelvemonth  :  Pamphlets 
and  Papers  were  written  on  each 
Side,  with  no  inconfiderable  Degree 
of  lerimor.y  ;  much  111-blood  was 
bred,  and  fcandalous  Liberties  were 
taken  with  the  Charaflers  of  thofe, 
on  both  Sides,  who  were  piincinal- 
ly  concerned.  His  Majefty  order. d 
the  whole  Affair  to  be  laid  before 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-Gene¬ 
ral,  upon  whofe  Report  Squires  was 
pardoned.  Elizabeth  Can  ing  was 
ic  n  after  inditted  and  tried  for 
Perjury,  at  the  Old-Bailey  ;  and 
during  her  Trial,  which  lulled 
many  Days,  the  Court  adjourning 
from  Time  to  Time,  there  wcie 
neat  Mobs  and  Riots  about  the 
Sefiions-Houfe  ;  and  the  Lord  May- 
I  i  2  or» 
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or.  Sir  Crifpe  Ga/coyne,  was  often 
infulted  and  abufed  in  his  Pafiage 
to  and  from  the  Court  :  The  Jury, 
however,  brought  her  in  guilty, 
and  fhe  was  committed  to  Newgate  ; 
but  two  of  the  Jurymen  having 
made  Oath  that  the  Verdift  they 
had  given  was  not  agreeable  to 
their  Conferences,  (for  though  they 
believed  her  guilty  of  Perjury,  they 
did  not  believe  her  guilty  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  Perjury)  the  Council  for 
the  Prifoner  moved  for  a  new  Trial  ; 
which  Point  being  next  Sefiion  ar¬ 
gued,  before  live  of  the  Judges,  they 
gave  their  Opinion,  that  the  Ver- 
difl  was  a  good  one,  and  perfeftly 
agreeable  to  the  Evidence,  and  there¬ 
fore,  in  Conclufion,  Ihe  was  fen- 
tenced  to  one  Month’s  Imprifcn- 
ment,  and  to  be  tranfported  for  feven 
Years. 

The  moil  noted  Perfons,  who  died 
this  Year,  were,  John  Le-uefon  Gow¬ 
er,  Earl  Gower  ;  Sir  William  Lee, 
Lord  Chief  Juflice  of  the  King’s 
Bench  ;  Right  Honourable  Henry 
Pelham,  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  and  Prime  Minifler  fince  the 
Refignation  of  the  late  Earl  oF  Or- 
ford  ;  Dr.  Richard  Mead,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Phyfician  ;  Sir  John  Strange, 
Mailer  of  the  Rolls  ;  Martin  Folkes, 
Efq;  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society ; 
Mr.  James  Gibbs,  a  fkilful  Archi¬ 
tect  ;  Mr.  Abraham  De  Mci-vre,  the 
Mathematician;  and  the  well-known 
Writer  and  Magillrate,  Henry  Field¬ 
ing,  Efq; 

The  Beginning  of  the  Year  1755 
was  diilir.guilhed  by  Military  Pre¬ 
parations  of  every  Kind,  and  there 
was  a  warm  Prefs  for  Seamen  and 
Landmen  ;  for  now  the  Defigns  of 
the  French  became  fully  apparent. 
Advices  every  Month  arriving  of  the 
Incroachments  of  that  perfidious 
People,  in  America  ;  and  it  appear¬ 
ed  they  were  new  fitting  out  a  ltrong 
■Fleet  at  Brejl  and  Rochfort,  which 


was  fuppofed  to  be  defined  for  that 
Part  of  the  World.  On  March  25, 
his  Majefly  fent  a  Melfage  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  fignifying  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  augmenting  our  Forces  by 
Sea  and  Land,  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  Security  of  our  Colonies  in 
America,  as  well  as  for  the  Defence 
of  his  Kingdoms  ;  to  which  Mef- 
fages  both  Houfes  returned  warm  and 
dutiful  Addrelfes.  In  April,  Advice 
arrived  that  Commodore  Keppel  with 
his  Squadron,  and  the  Land  Forces 
fent  to  that  Part  of  the  World,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  General  Brad- 
dock,  to  the  Succour  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  were  fafely  arrived  in  Virginia. 
The  whole  Nation  was  now  incenf- 
ed,  to  the  laft  Degree,  at  the  per¬ 
fidious  Conduct  of  the  French  in 
America  ;  fo  that  moll  of  the  confi- 
derable  Towns  and  Corporations  in 
the  Kingdom  gave  Rewards,  in  Ad¬ 
dition  to  his  Majeily’s  Bounty,  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Seamen  and 
Landmen,  to  enter  into  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  Service.  Fifty  Companies 
of  Marines  were  ordered  to  be 
railed,  and  the  Admirals  Bofcawen 
and  Mojlyn,  with  a  Squadron  of 
fifteen  Sail  of  the  Line,  a  Frigate 
and  a  Sloop,  having  two  Regi¬ 
ments  on  board,  failed  for  North- 
America .  On  the  27th  of  May, 
Admiral  Holbourne  failed  with  a 
Squadron  of  Men  of  War,  to  re¬ 
inforce  Admiral  Bofcawen,  two 
Ships  of  whofe  Squadron,  the 
Dunkirk  and  Defance,  on  June  10, 
falling  in  with  two  French  Men 
of  War,  th t  Alcide,  of  64  Guns  and 
480  Men,  and  the  Lys,  pierced  for 
64  Guns,  but  mounting  only  22, 
and  having  eight  Companies  ol 
Land-Forces  on  Board,  which  were 
feparated  from  the  French  Fleet 
under  M.  de  la  Mothe,  a  Skirmifh 
happened,  in  which  the  Alcide  and 
Lys  were  taken.  Soon  after,  S  r 
Edward  Hawke  failed  from  Portj- 

mouth 


G  E  O  R 

mouth  with  a  ftrong  Squardron,  and 
the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  the  French 
Ambaftador,  departed  this  King¬ 
dom.  Advice,  about  the  fame 
Time,  arrived  that  Colonel  Monck- 
ton,  in  Nova-Scotia,  with  a  Party 
of  Regulars  and  fome  Irregulars, 
had  taken  the  important  Forts  of 
Beaufejotir  and  Bay  Verte  from  the 
French,  with  very  little  Lofs  :  But, 
as  more  than  a  Counterbalance  for 
the  late  good  News,  the  melancho¬ 
ly  Tidings  arrived,  that  the  Mars, 
of  70  Guns,  was  loft  at  the  Mouth 
of  Halifax  Harbour,  and,  from 
Virginia,  that  Major-General  Brad- 
dock,  marching  through  the  Woods, 
to  Fort  Du  Quefne,  with  1200  Men 
and  10  Pieces  of  Artillery,  was 
fuddenly  attacked  by  a  Body  of 
French  and  Indians,  who  fired  from 
behind  the  Trees  and  Bulhes  ;  and 
our  Men,  thus  alfaulted,  and  not 
being  able  to  fee  the  Enemy,  fell 
into  Confufion  ;  the  General,  Co¬ 
lonel  Sir  Peter  Halkett,  with  many 
Officers  of  Note,  and  200  Men, 
were  killed,  about  400  wounded, 
and  the  Remains  of  our  fcattered 
Troops  retreated  to  join  thofe  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  Colonel  Dun¬ 
bar,  left  at  Wills's  Creek,  which 
confifted  of  about  800  Men,  with 
moll  of  the  Baggage  of  the  Army, 
(3 c.  who  foon  after  further  retreated 
with  his  whole  Corps  to  Penfilvania. 
In  the  Month  of  September,  our  Men 
of  War,  having  had  Orders  to  make 
Reprifals  upon  the  French,  brought 
in  upwards  of  40  French  Ships ;  and 
the  Blandford  Man  of  War  was  ta¬ 
ken  by  them,  but,  in  a  vain  Dif- 
play  of  Moderation,  they  foon  af¬ 
ter  releafed  her.  Plowever,  in  the 
Remainder  of  the  Year,  we  made  a 
ftill  greater  Number  of  Prizes. 
Meantime  the  French  Indians  made 
cruel  Inroads  upon  the  Frontiers  ol 
Virginia,  P ennjtlvania,  &c.  deftroy- 
ing  all  before  them,  murdering 


G  E  II.  485 

Men,  Women,  and  Children,  and 
forcing  the  Inhabitants  to  fly  from 
their  Plantati  ms.  On  September 
8,  by  way  of  fome  Retaliation  for 
Braddock’s  Misfortune,  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Johnfon  defeated  a  French  Ar¬ 
my  under  Baron  Diejkau,  who  at¬ 
tacked  his  Intrenchments  at  Lake 
George  :  The  Baron  was  taken  Pri- 
foner  with  his  Aid-ae-Camp,  and 
1000  French  were  killed  in  the  At¬ 
tack  and  Retreat.  Mr.  'Johnfon  was 
for  his  Bravery  created  a  Baronet, 
and  moreover  rewarded  by  the  Par¬ 
liamentary  Grant  of  a  confiderable 
Sum  of  Money.  In  November,  the 
Ejperance,  a  French  Ship  of  War, 
of  70  Guns,  was  taken  by  the  Or- 
ford,  Captain  Stevens  ;  and  foon 
after,  Advice  arrived,  that  Major 
Fry  had  burnt  253  Houfes,  (3c. 
of  the  French  Neutrals  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  defeated  a  Party  of 
them  that  oppofed  him.  Two 
Treaties  were  alfo  made  publick 
about  that  Time  ;  one  of  them 
with  the  Emprefs  of  Rujfjia,  who 
was,  on  certain  Conditions,  to  fur- 
niffi  55,000  Horfe  and  Foot,  and 
50  Galleys,  and  the  other  with 
the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffel,  who 
w'as  to  furnifh  8000  Horfe  and 
Foot,  whenever  he  was  required 
fo  to  do  ;  for  it  was  not  doubt¬ 
ed  that  the  French  would  fall  up¬ 
on  the  Eleftorate  of  Hanover,  as 
they  were  not  a  Match  for  us  at 
.  Sea. 

Having  thus  given  the  Hiftory  of 
this  now-kindling  War  for  the  pre- 
fent  Year,  I  ffiall  return  to  fuch 
other  Tranfadtions  as  are  of  Impor¬ 
tance  enough  to  be  recorded  in  this 
brief  Hiftory. 

On  April  23,  his  Majefty,  after 
giving  the  Royal  Aflent  to  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  publick  and  private  Bills, 
put  an  End  to  the  Seftion.  Amongft 
the  Bills  was  one  f!  r  the  Relief  of 
lnfolveot  Debtors.  On  Novembtr  13, 

I  i  3  the 


GEORGE  II. 


486 

the  Parliament  met  again,  and  his 
Majeiiy  opened  the  Seflicn  with  a 
moll  gracious  Speech  ;  and  on  De¬ 
cember  10  and  23,  his  Majefty  gave 
the  Royal  Affent  to  the  Land-Tax, 
Mutiny,  and  Malt  Bills.  Tne 
Grana  Seignor  died  at  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Year,  ai  d  was  fucceed- 
ed,  in  the  Ot  'hman  Throne,  by  his 
Brother  Ofman.  .About  the  lame 
Time  a  deiperate  Gang  of  Smug¬ 
glers,  headed  by  one  Mandrin,  car¬ 
ried  on,  by  Force  of  Arms,  an  il¬ 
licit  Trade  in  the  outh  of  France , 
and  defeated  feveral  Parties  01 
Troops  lent  to  fupprefs  them.  At 
length  their  Leader  being  taken 
and  broke  upon  the  Wheel,  a  Stop 
was  put  to  their  infolencies.  The 
Dey  of  Algiers  was  affaffxnated  in 
his  Palace  by  his  mutinous  Soldi¬ 
ers,  and  fucceeded  by  Aii  Bajha, 
Aga  of  the  Spahis.  In  March, 
Prince  Frederick  of  Hejj'e ,  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Scn-in-Law,  turning  Roman 
Cath-dick,  his  Majeiiy  and  the 
States-General,  at  the  Rcquifition 
of  the  Landgrave  his  Father,  gua¬ 
rantied  the  Protellant  Religion  and 
Succefiiort  in  that  Landgraviate. 
The  Great  Mogul  was,  depofed  by 
the  rebellious  Marattaes.  Peter  Lc- 
heup ,  Efcj;  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Lottery  for  300,000/.  received 
judgment  at  the  King's  Bench  Bar, 
in  May ,  and  was  fined  1000L  ior 
fome  Irregularities  and  illegal  Prac¬ 
tices  in  his  Management  as  a  Com- 
miffioner.  The  Month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  was  very  fatal  to  many  Places, 
occafioned  by  an  almoft-univerfal 
Convulfxon  throughout  the  known 
"World,  which  was  far  from  being 
unnoticed  even  in  thefe  Kingdoms, 
where  the  Waters  in  many  Places 
were  furprifxngly  agitated.  But  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  the  greateii  Mif- 
chief  was  fuftained  by  this  terrible 
Earthquake  ;  and  the  proud  City  of 
Lijlon ,  Capital  of  Portugal,  was  al- 


moft  totally  deft  roved,  with  near 
70,000  of  its  miferable  Inhabitants. 
His  Majefty,  upon  Advice  of  this 
{hocking  Calamity,  fent  a  Mefthge 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  who  addr-f- 
fed  him  thereupon  ;  and  he  was  ena¬ 
bled,  by  Parliament,  to  fend  a  large 
Sum  of  Money,  and  a  conftdsrable 
Quantity  of  Provisions,  for  the  Re- 
lier  of  the  P'oriuguefe.  In  December , 
the  Edyjlone  Lignt-Hcu.e  was  unror- 
tunateiy  conJumed  by  Fire. 

Sir  IV Mi  a  .  Tenge ,  late  Secretary 
at  War,  Dr  Witfon ,  the  pious  Bi- 
ftiop  of  Scdor  ana  Man,  Mr.  J ones 
Hodgfon,  a  celebrated  Mathemati¬ 
cian,  and  Mr.  'Jenkins  Thomas  Phil¬ 
lips,  Hiftoriographer  to  his  Maje- 
llv,  departed  tliis  Life  in  the  Year 
4b  v 

In  January,  1756,  Mr.  Fox,  one 
of  his  Majeiiy:s  Principal  Secretaiies 
of  State,  received  a'  Letter  f  ora 
M.  Rouille,  Secretary,  for  Fcx-eign 
Affairs,  to  the  French  King,  de¬ 
manding  Reftitution  for  die  Veffels 
taken  from  the  Subje&s  of  .France, 
and  complaining  of  the  Infults  of¬ 
fered  to  the  French  Flag.  In  an- 
fwer,  by  his  Majefcy’s  Command, 
thefe  Veifels  were  refufed  to  be  re- 
ftored,  unlefs  France  made  Satis¬ 
faction  for  the  Infults  offered  to 
the  Crown  and  Dignity  of  his  M-- 
jexfy,  and  for  the  Hoft'dities  com¬ 
muted  by  the  French  King’s  Sub¬ 
jects,  ’n  America,  in  time  of  pro¬ 
found  Peace  :  This  was  followed 
by  Reprefentations  and  Memorials, 
drawn  up  on  both  Sides,  in  regard 
to  their  mutual  Rights,  which 
were  fent  to  all  the  Courts  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but  thofe  of  the  Englijb,  be¬ 
ing  remarkably  clear  and  ftxtisfac- 
tory,  plainly  refuted  all  the  French 
had  advanced.  Its  February,  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  was  iffued,  for  better 
guarding  the  Coafts  againft  any 
Attempts  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  a 
Public  Faft  was  obferved,  on  the 
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6th  of  that  Month,  on  occafion  of 
the  late  Earthquakes,  &c.  Soon 
after,  the  French  King  pubffhed 
Reprifals  againft  the  Englijh ,  and 
feized  all  the  Englijh  Veifels  in  his 
Ports  and  Harb  urs. 

On  March  23,  his  Majefty,  by 
Meffage,  acquainted  both  Houfes  of 
a  defigned  Invafion  from  France ; 
that  he  had  taken  proper  Meai'ures 
for  the  Security  of  his  Dominions, 
and  requeued  a  Body  of  HeJJian 
Troops  to  be  forthwith  brought 
hither.  To  this  MefTage  an  An- 
fwer  was  returned,  perfectly  agree¬ 
able  to  his  Majefty’s  Intentions, 
and  warlike  Preparations  were  car¬ 
ried  on  with  amazing  Vigour  and 
Celerity.  On  the  iftof  April  Ad- 
drelles  were  preferred,  from  both 
Houfes,  for  bringing  over  a  Body 
of  Hanoverian  Troops,  for  our  great¬ 
er  Security  ;  and  his  Majefty  allured 
them  he  would  give  Orders  for  that 
Purpole.  The  City,  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  If? c.  IS'c.  prefented  AddreiTes, 
alfo,  about  the  fame  Time  ;  in 
which  they  exprefied  their  Detefta- 
tion  of  any  intended  Invafion,  and 
their  Refolution  to  Hand  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  with  their  Lives  and  For¬ 
tunes. 

On  April  7,  the  Admirals  Byng 
and  IVeJl  failed  from  St.  Helen’s  to 
the  Mediterranean,  with  a  Squadron 
of  Ships  of  War.  Advice  was  re¬ 
ceived,  that  great  Part  of  Bridge- 
Town,  in  Barhadocs,  was  confumed 
by  Fire  ;  and  that,  on  April  28, 
1755,  the  City  of  Eguito,  in  Peru, 
was  d-  ftroyed  by  an  Earthquake. 
On  May  15,  the  HeJJian  Troops 
landed,  from  Germany  ;  and  on  the 
18th,  War  was  declared  againft 
France.  On  the  27th,  his  Majelty 
gave  the  Royal  Aflent  to  ieveral 
Adis  ;  amongft  which  was  that 
for  building  a  Bidge,  acrofs  the 
Thames,  at  Blackfryars  ;  and,  after 
a  very  gracious  Speech,  the  Par¬ 
liament  was  adjourned  to  June  18. 
A  French  Squadron  of  15  Ships 
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and  Frigates  having  landed  a  Body 
of  1  i,ooe  Men,  under  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  before  Ciudadclla,  in  the 
Iftand  of  Minorca,  on  April  30,  they 
began  the  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philip’s , 
defended  by  a  Garrifon  of  four  Re¬ 
giments,  and  one  Company  of  Ar¬ 
tillery,  under  the  brave  General 
Blaken y.  Hereupon  Admiral  Byng 
got  off  Mahon ,  with  his  Squadron, 
on  May  19,  and,  on  the  20th,  came 
up  with  the  French  Fleet,  under  M. 
de  la  GalaJJionere  ;  and  an  A  ft  ion 
enfued,  in  w'hich  Rear-Admiral 
Wejt,  with  his  Divificn,  behaved 
gallantly  ;  but,  through  the  Back¬ 
wardness  of  Admiral  Byng,  the  En¬ 
gagement  never  became  general ;  and 
iome  Damage  having  been  luftained 
by  three  Ships  of  the  Squadron,  the 
Admiral  returned  to  Gibraltar.  Go¬ 
vernor  Blakeney  held  out,  in  Fort  St. 
Philip’s,  until  June  28,  when  he 
furrendered  it  upon  honourable 
Terms.  The  Behaviour  of  the  Ad¬ 
miral  gave  fuch  Umbrage  at  home, 
that  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Mr. 
Saunders  were  fent  to  relieve,  and 
order  him  to  England,  under  Arreft, 
with  his  brave  Rear-Admiral ;  and, 
when  Byng  arrived,  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  confined,  to  wait  the  Iflue  of  a 
Court-Martial.  On  June  19,  the 
French  King  declared  War  againft 
Great-Britain  ;  and,  about  the  tame 
Time,  the  Dutch  came  to  a  Refo¬ 
lution,  to  refufe  the  Updated  Suc¬ 
cour  of  6000  Men,  in  cafe -we  were 
attacked,  which  had  been  demand¬ 
ed,  on  the  Part  of  his  Majefty,  by 
Mr.  Yorke. 

On  Augujl  10,  General  Fowke, 
late  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  was, 
by  a  General  Court-Martial,  fu(- 
pended  for  one  Year,  for  difobey- 
mg  his  Majefty’s  Order,  fignitied 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  lend  a 
Reinforcement  trom  Gibraltar  to 
Minorca,  on  Board  Admiral  Byng’s 
Fleet  :  Accordingly,  he  was,  foon 
after,  diliniffed  the  Service,  and 
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hot  feftored  during  the  Remainder  of 
this  Reign,  though  his  Cafe  was 
judged  to  be  a  very  hard  one. 

About  the  Middle  ol  the  Year,  it 
was  confirmed,  that  the  Courts  of 
Vienna,  and  Verfailles  had  entered  in¬ 
to  an  Alliance,  offeniive  and  defen- 
five,  as  a  Counterbalance  to  that  be¬ 
tween  his  Britannick  Majelfy  and 
the  King  of  Prujjia  ;  and,  foon  af¬ 
ter,  RujJia  acceded  thereto. 

On  Augujl  20,  the  City  of  London, 
lit  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majelfy,  la¬ 
mented  the  prefent  Poff  ure  of  Affairs, 
the  Lofs  of  Minorca ,  and  befought 
Juftice  on  the  Authors  of  that  na¬ 
tional  Difgrace.  AddrefTes,  and 
Inflruciions  to  the  Reprefen tatives  in 
Parliament,  in  the  fame  Strain, 
Were  fent  up  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Nation,  an  univerlal  DifTatisfadfion 
again!!  the  Conduit  of  the  Miniitry 
now  prevailing  ev  ry  where.  In 
the  Beginning  of  that  Month, 
15,000  Houles  were  confumed  by 
Fire  at  Conjiantinople ,  and  near 
looo  Perfons  pcrifhedin  the  flames. 
The  King  of  Prujjia  having  been 
able  to  obtain  no  pofitive  Afl'u- 
r&nce  from  the  Imperial  Court,  that 
they  would  not  attack  him,  which 
he  had  gr^at  Reafon  to  apprehend, 
tefclved  to  begin  firit,  by  demand¬ 
ing  a  free  Paff.ge  for  his  Armies 
through  the  Tenitories  of  Saxony 
However,  even  before  he  could  re¬ 
ceive  an  Anfwer,  he  entered  that 
Electorate  with  twoconfiderable  Bo¬ 
dies  of  Forces,  piablilhed  a  Manif- 
feilo,  to  juftify  his  Condud  ;  and  ex- 
aded  all  the  'Faxes,  and  very  heavy 
Contributions,  of  the  Eledorate. 
Meantime  the  King  of  Poland  drew 
his  Troops  together,  and  encamped 
in  a  lfrong  Situation,  between  Pima 
and  Konigftein  ;  and  Marfhal  Keith, 
with  another  lfrong  Army  of  PrvJ- 
Jians ,  penetrated  into  Bohemia,  and 
was  joined  by  the  King  of  Pr.JJla, 
on  the  28th  of  September,  On  0:- 
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tober  t,  they  came  up  with  the 
Aujirian  Army,  unaer  Count 
Brown,  at  Lowofchutx,  and  defeat¬ 
ed  it,  killing  and  taking  Pri: oners 
near  6000  Men,  with  the  Lofs,  on 
the  Prujfian  Side,  of  2000  Men 
killed  and  wounded.  On  the  15th 
of  Odober ,  the  whole  Saxon  Army, 
having  left  their  fhong  Camp,  in 
order  to  retreat  into  Bohemia,  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  which,  Count  Brown  had 
marched,  with  a  confiaerable  De¬ 
tachment,  from  the  Aufirian  Army, 
were  furrounded  by  the  PruJJians,  and 
made  Priloners  ;  and  Count  Brown 
Offered  iome  Lofs  before  he  could 
rejoin  his  Army.  Molt  of  the  Saxon 
private  SoLiers  took  on  in  t  e  King 
cf  Prujjia’ s  Service.  In  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  November,  the  Prujjian 
Tioops  went  into  Winter-Quarters, 
in  Saxony  ;  and,  foon  after,  the 
Anjirians,  in  Bohemia. 

At  Sea,  we,  this  Year,  made 
many  confiderable  Prizes  from  the 
Enemy,  particularly  the  Arc-en-Ci- 
el,  a  Man  of  War,  of  64  Guns;  and 
the  French  took  from  us  the  War¬ 
wick,  of  60  Guns,  in  the  Wejl-ln- 
dies.  Admiral  Watjcn  took  the  Fort 
of  Gcriah,  the  chief  Seat  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Angria,  the  Pirate,  in  the 
Eaji-Indies,  and  deftroyed  his  whole 
Fleet  of  Ships  and  Grabs,  with 
which,  for  many  Years,  he  had  an¬ 
noyed  our  Company’s  Trade,  aid 
that  of  the  oth  r  European  Traders  to 
thofe  Seas.  0  wesro,  on  the  Lake 
Ontario ,  was  taken  fiom  us  by  the 
French,  and  the  Garrifon  made  Pr.~ 
foners  of  War. 

At  the  Clcfe  of  the  Year,  the 
Scarcity  of  Corn,  and  Dearnefs,  in 
conlequence,  of  ali  Sorts  of  Provi- 
vilicns,  was  feverely  felt  in  moll: 
Parts  of  England,  and  cccafiored 
many  Tumults  and  Riiings  of  the 
Populace.  In  November,  w'as  a 
Change  of  the  Minillry,  which 
foon  gave  new  Life  to  the  Meafures 
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the  Government,  which  had 
ftrangely  languifhed  in  the  Hands 
of  the  former  Adminiltration.  Mr. 
Legge  w-ac.  made  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ;  the  Seals  were  put  into 
Commiffion  ;  Earl  Temple  fucceed- 
ed  Lord  Anfon >  as  tint  Lord  of  t:  e 
Admiralty  ;  anu  Mr.  Pitt  was  made 
a  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  Room 
of  Mr.  Fox.  On  December  z,  the 
Sefiion  of  Parliament  was  opened. 
On  the  4th,  an  Embargo  was  laid 
on  all  Ships,  in  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland ,  laden,  or  to  be  laden,  with 
Malt,  Meal,  Flour,  (Ac.  (Ac.  and, 
foon  after,  the  Hanoverian  Troops, 
whole  Reiidence  here  had  cauled 
great  Uneafiaefs,  and  many  De¬ 
bates,  began  to  embark  for  Germa¬ 
ny.  On  the  27th,  the  Court-Mar¬ 
tial  on  Admiral  Byng  began  their 
Proceedings. 

The  principal  Perfons,  that  de¬ 
ceased  this  Year,  were,  William 
Stanhope ,  Earl  of  Harrington  ; 
Sir  Dudley  Ryder ,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Cou  t  of  King' s- Bench  ;  Dr. 
Sykes,  a  very  honeit  and  learned 
Divine  ;  Gilbert  Wejl,  Elq;  a  Ikii- 
ful  Defender  of  the  Chrijlian  Reli¬ 
gion  ;  Charles  Finer,  Elq;  Author 
of  the  Abridgement  of  the  Law  ;  and 
Theodore ,  Baron  Nenuhojf,  late  King 
oi  Corjica » 

In  the  Year  1757,  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  granted  55,000  Men,  for  Sea- 
Service,  including  11,419  Marines, 
and  49,749  Men,  comprehending 
4008  Inval  ds,  for  the  Land- 
Service.  The  whole  Supplies  grant¬ 
ed  this  Sefhon  were  8,350,325  /.  gs. 
3 d.  The  Parliament  took  proper 
Meafures  to  relieve  the  Nation, 
fuffering  by  the  Dearth  of  Corn  : 
The  famous  and  conllitutional  Mi¬ 
litia-Bill  ;  that  for  quartering  the 
foreign  Troops,  which  was  ren¬ 
dered  neceffary  by  the  Inn-Keepers 
and  Publicans  having  refuted  to 
have  them  billettcd  upon  them  ; 
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that  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Ma¬ 
rine  Forces  whillt  on  Shore  ;  that 
for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual 
Recruiting  of  the  Land-Fore  >  2rd 
Marines  ;  that  for  regulating  Pawn- 
Brokers,  (Ac.  and  ieveral  others, 
calculated  for  benefitin'.-  our  Trade 

O 

and  Manufactures,  were  palled  into 
Laws  :  Ana  an  Enquiry  alfo  was 
made  into  the  Lo.s  of  Minorca, 
and  fome  other  Affairs  that  called 
loudly  for  Examinat  on.  On  the 
4th  or  July,  the  Scflion  was  doled 
by  a  gracious  Spc-ch  from  the 
1  hrone.  Admiral  Byng  being  fen- 
tenced  to  be  lhoc  to  Death,  by  his 
Court-Martial,  though  cleared  of 
Cowardice  or  Dii'aifedtion,  his 
Judges  recommended  him  to  Mer¬ 
cy  ;  and  various  Methods  were  tri¬ 
ed  by  his  Friends,  botli  at  Court, 
and  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to 
get  him  reprieved  from  his  fad  Fate ; 
but,  all  proving  ineffectual,  he  was 
fhot,  on  board  the  Monarque,  in 
Portsmouth  Harbour,  on  the  14th 
of  March,  behaving  with  the  ut- 
mof:  Dignity  and  Fortitude  in  his 
lad  Moments,  and,  in  the  Paper 
he  delivered  before  his  Execution, 
Filing  himfelf,  A  Victim,  dejlined  to 
divert  the  Indignation  and  Rejentment 
of  an  injured  and  deluded  People  from 
the  proper  Objecls. 

On  April  9,  the  Seals  were  taken 
from  Mr.  Pitt ,  and  Mr.  Legge  was 
removed  from  being  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ;  but  this  Change  in 
the  Adminiltration  cauiing  a  general 
Diffatisfaftion,  they  were  reitored  to 
their  Polls  in  about  two  Months  af¬ 
terwards.  S  on  after,  Sir  Robert 
Henley  was  made  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great-Seal,  and  the  Cuftody  of  the 
Privy-Seal  was  deiiveied  to  Lord 
T  emple. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  a  ftrong 
Fleet,  commanded  by  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  and  a  large  Body  of  T roops, 
under  the  Orders  of  Sir  John  Mor - 

daunt. 
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daunt,  fet  Sail,  on  a  fecret  Expedi¬ 
tion,  to  the  c.oaft  of  Francs-,  of 
which  the  Nation,  in  general,  had 
formed  great  Expectations,  and  at 
which  the  Enemy  were  in  the  utmoft 
Concern ation  :  In  the  Sequel,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Defign,  which  proved  to 
be  againft  Rochfori,  milcarried,  the 
Enemv  fullering  nothing  more  from 
it  th  n  the  Taking  the  fmall  Ifland 
of  Aix.  To  dilcover  the  Caufe  of 
this  Difappointment,  which  greatly 
dilfatisfied  the  People,  the  ConduCt 
of  the  General  was  enquired  into, 
by  a  Board  of  General  Officers,  up¬ 
on  whole  P.eport  he  was  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial,  and,  to  the  Surprife 
of  every  one,  was  acquitted. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year, 
feveral  ftrcng  Fleets  were  lent  out, 
to  different  Parts  of  the  World,  un¬ 
der  the  Admirals  Weft,  Coates,  and 
H Abe  me,  and  to  the  Baft-Indies, 
under  Commodore  Stevens.  Our 
Cruizers  and  Privateers  had  con- 
fiderable  Succefs  againft  the  Enemy, 
and  many  gallant  aCtions  were  per¬ 
formed,  in  the  Ccurfe  thereof,  on 
both  Sides. 

Riots  and’TumuIts  ftill  continued 
in  various  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
occafioned  by  the  illegal  Practices  of 
the  Buyers  of  Corn  ;  and  the  Oppo- 
fition  of  the  infatuated  Mob  to  the 
Execution  of  the  Militia-Law  caufed 
fome  Bloodlhed,  and  great  Con- 
fternation,  in  many  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom. 

In  America,  this  Year,  the  Ene¬ 
mies  deftroyed  many  of  our  Back- 
Settlements  with  Fire  and  Sword. 
Our  Expedition  againft  Louijbourgb, 
under  Lord  Loudoun  and  Admiral 
Holler  ns,  did  not  fucceed,  though 
not  by  me  Fault  of  thofe  Command¬ 
ers.  The  French  General,  the  Mar- 
quifs  of  Montcalm,  took  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  on  Lake  George  ;  and 
his  Indians,  in  Vioiacion  of  the  Ca¬ 
pitulation,  were  fuffered  cruelly  to 


maffacre  Part  of  the  Garrifon  after 
its  Surrender.  Admiral  Holborne’s 
Fleet  alio  was  greatly  damaged  by 
a  Storm,  and  was  near  being  all 
deftroyed  on  the  Rocks,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Cape-Breton  ;  the  Tilbury , 
however,  \v  as  the  only  Ship  wreck¬ 
ed,  and  near  Half  her  Crew  perilh- 
ed.  In  the  Eaft-Indies,  Admiral 
Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive  regained 
the  Settlement  and  Fort  of  Calcutta, 
which  was  taken,  the  preceding 
Year,  by  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  who 
behaved  with  me  utmoft  Cruelty  to 
his  Prifoners,  fuffocating  Numbers 
of  them  by  dole  Confinement  in  a 
Place  called  the  Black-Hole.  Af¬ 
terwards  they  reduced  Hughley,  and 
Colonel  Clive  defeated  the  Nabob 
in  a  pitched  Battle,  and  forced 
him  to  enter  into  a  Treaty,  to  in¬ 
demnify  the  Fnglijh  for  their  Loffes. 
The  Colonel  then  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the  valuable  French 
Town  and  Fort  of  Cbandenagore, 
affifted  by  the  Admirals  Watfon  and 
Pococke.  Another  great  Victory 
was  obtained  over  the  Nabob,  who 
had  acted  in  a  perfidious  and  trea¬ 
cherous  Manner,  contraiy  to  the 
Terms  of  the  late  Treaty  ;  and  he 
was,  finally,  depofed,  and  Ali  Khan 
appointed  Nabob  of  Bengal,  Bahar 
and  Orixa,  in  his  Room.  Thus 
the  French  were  excluded  the 
Commerce  of  Bengal  and  its  De¬ 
pendences,  the  Englijh  Company 
reitored  to  an  increaied  Trade,  and 
full  Satisfaction  was  made  for  the 
late  Loffes  at  Calcutta,  with  prince¬ 
ly  Rewards  to  our  Officers,  and 
Land  and  Sea-Forces.  Thefe  Ad¬ 
vantages  were  followed  by  two  great 
Misfortunes,  in  the  Death  of  the 
brave  Admiral  Watfon,  and  theLofs 
of  Vizagapatam,  on  the  Coaft  of 
Coromandel. 

On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  the 
French  made  themfelves  Mailers  of 
molt  of  the  King  of  PruJ/id’s  Do¬ 
minions 


G  E  O  R 

minions  upon  the  Borders  of  the 
Low-Countries  ;  feized  upon  Emb- 
den,  and  the  Province  of  Eafi- 
Friefiand ;  and,  foon  after,  they  got 
Port'efii on  of  his  Duchy  of  Cdenves, 
and  County  of  Mark,  and  took  the 
Towns  of  Wejel,  Emmerick,  and 
Mafeyk,  and  the  City  of  Gueldrss  ; 
in  which  Places,  as  well  as  in  the 
Electorate  cf  Hanover,  they  levied 
moll  exorbitant  Contributions.  The 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  being  obliged 
to  fall  back  to  Hajlenbeck,  with  the 
Army  of  Obfervation,  on  July  25, 
was  attacked,  by  the  fuperior  Army 
of  the  French,  under  the  Marfhal 
d’Etrees,  and  forced  to  retreat,  firft 
to  Hamclen,  and  afterwards  to  Stade ; 
when  the  French  became  Mailers  of 
Hamden,  and,  foon  after,  of  the 
whole  Electorate  of  Hanover,  and 
the  Territories  of  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttle  ;  and  a  Detachment  of 
the  French  Army,  under  M.  Con- 
tades,  took  Poffeffion  of  the  Terri¬ 
tories  cf  HeJJe- CaJJel,  without  any 
confiderable  Oppontion.  Upon 
this  rapid  Progreis  of  the  French, 
the  Duke  of  Cu  berlar.d  was  forced 
to  a'  cept  of  the  Mediation  of  the 
King  of  Denmark,  and  concluded, 
through  the  Intervention  of  hie 
Minilter,  the  Convention  of  Clofie  - 
Seven  with  the  French  General  ; 
by  which  the  Hanoverians  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  lay  down  their  Arms,  a 
Neutrality  was  granted  to  the  Elec¬ 
torate,  lAc.  &c.  By  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  Fremh  being  let  Ibcie, 
with  their  whole.  Force,  upon  tne 
Prujfian  Dominions,  they  felt  their 
Cruelty  and  Rapacity  very  feverely. 
Meantime,  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  returned  to  England,  and  re- 
figned  all  his  Military  Employ¬ 
ments.  At  the  latter  End  of  the 
Year,  however,  this  famous  Con¬ 
vention  wa  broken  by  the  French  ; 
and  thereupon,  the  Hanoverian 
Army,  with  the  Allies,  refumed  its 
Atljvity,  under  Prince  Ferdinand 
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of  Brunjhvick  ;  and,  before  the  Clcfe 
of  the  Year,  drove  the  French,  un¬ 
der  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  from  many 
of  the  Places  they  had  pofiefled 
themfelves  of,  in  the  Eledorate  of 
Hanover,  id r. 

His  Prujfian  Majefty,  who,  as 
EleCtor  of  Branctenbrrgb  had  been 
put  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire, 
entered  Bohemia,  at  the  Gnening  of 
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the  Campaign,  in  four  diherent  and 
oppolite  Places.  By  one  cf  thefe 
four  Armies,  under  the  Prince  of 
Bsvern,  was  defeated  an  Aujhian 
Army,  under  Count  Konigfig,  at 
Rdchenberg.  When  the  Prujfian 
Monarch  had  united  his  feverai 
Corps,  he  palled-  the  Moldau,  at¬ 
tacked  the  dujlrian  Army,  near 
Prague,  on  May  6,  and  totally  de¬ 
feated  it,  taking  a  great  Number  of 
Prifoners,  Artillery,  Ammunition, 
and  Baggage  ;  and  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorram,  with  40,000  of  the 
Fugitives,  taking  Shelter  in  the 
Chy  of  Prague,  it  was  inverted  by 
the  P ruffians,  and  cruelly  bom¬ 
barded  ;  bur,  meantime.  Count 
Daun,  having  drawn  together  an¬ 
other  Auftrian  Army,  intrenched 
himlelf  at  Kolin,  or  Kaurzim,  and 
divided  the  Attention  of  the  P ruf¬ 
fians,  who  v  ere  obliged  to  detach 
a  great  Body  of  Troops,  from  be¬ 
fore  Prague,  to  obferve  his  Mo¬ 
tions.  At  length,  the  King  him- 
felf  found  it  necertary,  in  order  to 
take  all  Hopes  from  the  Garrifon 
of  Prague,  of  being  relieved,  to 
march,  with  a  Part  of  his  Forces, 
againrt  Daun,  and  attack  him  in 
his  intrenched  Camp,  but  was 
forced  to  retreat  with  very  great 
Lois,  to  rake  the  Siege  of  Prague, 
and  take  Refuge  in  Saxony.  This 
Misfortune  was  followed  by  many 
others  ;  fo  that  his  Prujfian  Ma- 
jefiy,  attacked  on  all  Sides,  by 
French,  Aujirians,  Ruffians ,  Sec.  was 
almort  at  the  Brink  c  f  Definition, 
according  to  all  human  Appear¬ 
ance. 
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ance.  The  Ruffians  took  Mernel, 
and  invaded  PruJJia  with  a  power¬ 
ful  Army  ;  but,  being  attacked  in 
their  Tntrenchments,  by  the  Pruf- 
jtcnt  General,  M.  Lehvcald,  with 
abrut  30,000  Men,  and  feverely 
handled,  they,  foon  after,  aban¬ 
doned  that  Kingdom,  and  retreat¬ 
ed  into  Poland.  His  Prujjian  Ma- 
jjefty,  hurrahed  by  Fatigues,  cha¬ 
grined  with  many  LofTes,  and  lus 
Troops  diminifhing  by  Sicknels, 
Dejenion,  and  repeated  bloody 
Skirmifhes,  yet  retrieved  his  Af¬ 
fairs  by  a  glorious  Winter-Cam¬ 
paign  ;  and,  when  his  Friends  had 
given  him  over  for  loft,  and  his 
Capital,  Berlin,  was  pillaged,  and 
laid  under  Contribution,  defeated 
the  combined  Army  of  French  and 
Imperialijls,  confiding  of  65,000 
Men,  on  the  5th  of  November,  at 
Rojbach,  with  an  Army  reduced  to 
about  20,000  Men.  The  Aujlrians 
having,  meanwhile,  made  conftder- 
able  Progrefs  in  Silejia,  taken 
Skhvjetdniiz,  and  defeated  the 
Prince  of  Be-vern,  near  Brejlau,  this 
indefatigable  Monarch  immediate¬ 
ly  flew  to  the  Relief  of  that  Part  of 
his  Dominions,  and,  on  the  5 th  of 
December,  totally  routed  the  grand 
Anjlrian  Army,  at  LiJJa,  being  juft 
one  Month  after  his  Victory  at  Rof- 
hach  :  Afterwards  he  retook  Jircjlau 
and  Scbaveidniiz,  and  became  Maker 
of  all  Silejia. 

The  Snvedes,  having  declared  a- 
gainft  his  Prujjian  Majefty,  entered 
Prujjian  Pomerania,  and  made  feme 
Progrefs  there,  but  were  .  driven 
out  again  by  the  Prujp.ans,  under 
General  ManteuffHe  ;  and  M.  Leh- 
vsald,  following  them  into  Swedijh 
Pomerania,  made  himfelf  Mailer  cf 
the  whole  Country,  and  forced  them 
to  feek  Refuge  under  the  Cannon  of 
Straljund. 

In  July,  I  (hall  juft  obferve,  that 
the  Couit  of  Vienna  recalled  her 
Mini  tiers  from  London  ;  Mr  Keith 


returned  from  that  Court  ;  all  Cor- 
refpondence  was  broke  off  between 
the  two  Powers  ;  and  the  Commu¬ 
nication  between  England  and  Oj- 
tend,  Nieuport,  and  Bruges,  ceaied, 
the  two  former,  foon  after,  being 
garriioned  by  the  French. 

On  January  5,  the  French  King 
was  ftabbed  in  his  Palace,  by  a  fullea 
Enthufiaft,  named  Damien,  who, 
for  that  Crime,  was  put  to  all  the 
Tortures  human  Art  could  devife  ; 
and  fuffered  a  mod  terrible  Death, 
with  great  Refolution,  plainly  ap¬ 
pearing,  by  the  Infinity  of  his  Mind, 
to  be  an  improper  Objedt  for  fuch 
fhocking  Cruelties,  which  to  reca¬ 
pitulate  would  call  an  Odium  upon 
human  Nature  itfelf. 

I  fhall  now  return  home,  and  juft 
obferve,  that,  on  December  1,  his 
Majefty  opened  the  Seflion  of  Par¬ 
liament  with  a  Speech,  as  ufual. 

The  moft  remarkable  Perfons, 
that  deceafed  in  the  Year  1757, 
were,  Horatio,  Lord  Walpole,  Bro¬ 
ther  of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
Earl  of  O-rford ;  Dr.  Thomas  Black- 
<well,  Author  of  many  elegant 
Pieces  ;  Dr.  Herring,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  ;  Vice-Admiral  Wejl ; 
the  brave  and  honeil  Admiral  Ver¬ 
non  ;  Colley  Cibber,  the  celebrated 
Comedian  and  Poet  Laureat  ;  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Caro- 
line-Elizabeth,  third  Daughter  of 
his  Majefty,  in  the  45th  Year  of  her 
Age,  a  Princefs  of  the  utmoft  Hu¬ 
manity  and  Tendernels,  and  whofe 
Charity  and  Benevolence  had  been 
very  diffuftve  ;  and  Sir  Benjamin 
Keene,  long  AmbalTador  at  the  Court 
of  Spain. 

For  the  Year  1758,  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  granted,  for  the  Navy,  60,000 
Men,  including  14,845  Marines  ; 
and  for  the  Land- Service  53,777 
effective  Men,  comprehending  4000 
Invalids.  The  Total  of  the  Sup¬ 
plies  of  the  Seftion  of  Parliament 
was  10,486,457/.  Or.  6d.  On  April 
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tr,  anew  Treaty  was  concluded 
with  the  King  of  Prujjia ,  by  which 
his  Majefty  engaged  himfelf  to  pay 
that  Monarch  670,000 /.  Sterling  at 
once,  upon  his  Demand  thereof. 
The  contrafling  Powers  alfo  en¬ 
gaged,  not  to  conclude  any  Treaty 
of  Peace,  Truce,  or  Neutrality, 
nor  any  other  Sort  of  Convention, 
or  Agreement,  with  the  Powers 
engaged  in  the  prefent  War,  but  in 
Concert,  and  by  mutual  Agree¬ 
ment.  The  Bill  for  fortifying 
Milford-Haven  ;  that  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Seamen  ;  that  for 
explaining  the  Militia  Aft  ;  that 
for  the  Repairing  of  London-Bridge  ; 
that  for  the  Importation  of  Beef, 
Butter,  and  Pork,  from  Ireland ; 
that  for  encouraging  the  Growth 
of  Madder  ;  and  many  other  im¬ 
portant  and  beneficial  Bi lh,  receiv¬ 
ed  the  Royal  Aft'ent  in  this  Seffion 
of  Parliament,  which  was  doled, 
yune  9,  by  a  Speech  from  the 
Lords  Comrnifiioners  appointed  by 
his  Majefty,  who  was  indifpofed. 
I  fhall  oblerve  here,  that  the  Par¬ 
liament  met  again  on  November  23, 
and  the  Seflion  was  opened  by  Com- 
miflion  ;  and  on  the  7th  of  Decem¬ 
ber ,  a  new  Treaty  was  concluded 
with  the  King  of  Prujfia,  which  was 
only  a  Renewal  of  that  of  April  1 1, 
and  of  the  Subfidy,  for  the  enfuing 
Year. 

I  fhall  now  give  a  brief  Detail  of 
the  principal  Operations  of  the  War, 
in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  during  the 
Year  1758. 

By  the  excellent  Conduct  of  the 
Adminiftration,  and  particularly  in 
the  Naval  Department,  qur  Cruizers 
had  fuch  glorious  Succefs,  that  the 
French  Trade  was  almoft  annihi¬ 
lated.  Many  very  brave  and  gal¬ 
lant  Aflions  were  performed  by  the 
King’s  Ships  and  Privateers,  of 
which  I  have  not  Room  for  a  par¬ 
ticular  Mention.  Amongft  the 
Commanders  of  fingle  Ships,  who 
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greatly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by 
their  Ccndudb  and  Intrepidity,  the 
principal  were,  Forrejl,  Tyrrell  G,l- 
chrijl ,  and  Lockhart  ;  Names  which 
will  he  ever  held  in  Efteem  by  their 
Country.  Commodore  Holmes  re¬ 
gained  Embden  from  the  French ,  and 
took  fome  of  the  Baggage  of  the 
Garrifon,  by  fending  two  of  his 
fmall  Ships  to  anchor  in  Me  River, 
between  Knock  and  the  City.  Ad¬ 
miral  OJborne  fell  in  with  a  French 
Squadron,  of  f  urSh;ps,  command¬ 
ed  by  the  Marquis  da  dluejne,  on  the 
Coalt  of  Spain ,  and  took  the  Feu- 
dr  ey  ant,  of  80  Guns  and  800  Men, 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  himielf, 
and  the  Orpbee ,  of  64  Guns,  and 
drove  the  Orijlamme  on  Shore.  The 
Foudroyant  was  taken  by  the  Mon¬ 
mouth,  whofe  gallant  Commander, 
Captain  Gardener,  loft  his  Life  in 
the  Conflict.  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
in  the  Beginning  of  April,  ran  on 
Shore  near  the  Ifle  of  Aix,  five 
French  Ships  of  the  Line  and  levcral 
Frigates  and  TranfnoAs,  who  were 
intended  for  North- America,  with 
3000  '1  roops,  and  a  large  Quantity 
of  Stores  and  Provifions,  on  board. 
The  French  threw  over- board  their 
Cannon,  Cfe.  and  the  End  of  the 
Equipment  of  this  Fleet  was  entire¬ 
ly  defeated.  Captain  Dennis,  in 
the  DorjetJhire,  took  the  RaifonabU , 
of  64  Guns  and  630  Men  ;  but 
two  great  Misfortunes  happened 
to  our  Navy,  by  the  Lofs  of  the 
Invincible,  of  74  Guns,  and  the 
Deftruclion  of  the  Prince  George, 
of  80  Guns,  commanded  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Broderick,  which  took  Fire 
at  Sea,  in  her  Pailage  to  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  500  of  her  Crew  pe¬ 
riled . 

Two  Defcents  were  made  this  Year 
upon  the  French  Coalt  ;  in  the  firit 
of  which,  under  the  Direction  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  Com¬ 
modore  Howe,  a  great  Quantity  of 
Naval  Stores,  two  Ships  of  War, 

many 
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many  Privateers,  and  8oVeffeis,  of 
different  Sorts,  were  fet  on  Fire, 
and  reduced  to  Afhes,  almoft  under 
the  Cannon  of  St.  Maloes.  In  the 
fecond,  under  the  Command  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Bligh,  and  Mr.  Howe,  Cher- 
bourgh  was  taken,  the  Harbour  de¬ 
frayed,  with  the  Bafon,  and  all  the 
Forts  in  its  Neighbourhood,  and 
20  Brafs  Cannon  lent  on  board  the 
Engl  ip  Fleet,  which  were  afterwards 
expoied  to  the  View  cf  the  Popu¬ 
lace,  in  Hyde-Park,  and  drawn,  in 
grand  Parade,  from  thence  to  the 
Tower.  General  Bligb  then  reim- 
barked  his  Troops,  landed  again  at 
St.  Lunaire ,.  to  the  Weftward  of  St. 
Maloes,  and  deftroyed  15  fmall  Vef- 
fels  at  St.  Briac.  The  Fleet  failed 
from  St.  Lunaire  to  the  Bay  of  St. 
Cas ,  and  the  Land-Forces  marched 
to  that  Place  through  the  Country, 
when  a  terrible  Misfortune  befel 
them  :  After  mod  of  the  Army  was 
xeimbarked,  and  only  the  Rear- 
Guard,  confiding  of  all  the  Grena¬ 
diers,  and  half  of  the  firft  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Guards,  remained  on  Shore, 
to  the  Number  of  1500,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Bury,  they  were  attacked  by 
a  great  Body  of  French ,  and  about 
icoo  of  them  killed  or  taken  Pri- 
fouers  ;  among!!  the  Killed  was 
their  Commander.  Prince  Edward 
(fate  Duke  of  York)  went  a  Volun¬ 
teer  in  this  Expedition,  with  Corn- 
mod  ~re  h  owe,  and  behaved  with 
remarkable  Intrepidity.  Captain 
Her  we]1,  in  the  Monmouth,  deftroyed 
a  French  Frigate,  of  40  Guns,  in 
the  liland  of  Alalia  ;  and  the  Belh- 
queuxy  of  64  Guns,  was  taken  in 
Si .  George's  Channel,  by  Captain 
Sc-.umarez,  in  the  Antelope.  Many 
Piracies  were  committed  by  fome 
abandoned  Mifcreants,  in  Englip 
Privateers,  upon  the  Ships  and  Goods 
of  Neutral  Nations ;  and  thereupon 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  pro- 
mifed,  in  the  Gazette,  a  Reward 
of  500 1.  to  any  one  who  Khould 


difeover  the  Offenders  ;  fome  of 
whom  were  accordingly  brought  to 
condign  Punifhment.  The  Dutch 
hating,  contrary  to  Treaties,  and 
the  Law  of  Nations,  fupplied  the 
French  with  Naval  Stores,  S3 c.  and 
tranlported  the  Produce  cf  the 
French  Sugar-Illands  to  Europe,  as 
Carriers,  hired  by  the  Proprietors, 
a  great  Number  of  their  Ships  were 
taken,  and  condemned,  as  lawful 
Prizes,  both  in  England  and  Jamai¬ 
ca  ;  which  raifed  a  loud  Clamour 
again!!  the  Englip  in  Holland,  and 
caufed  many  Altercations  between 
the  two  Governments.  A  fmall 
Squadron,  under  Captain  Marp , 
took  from  the  French  their  valuable 
Settlement  of  Senegal,  on  the  Coal! 
of  Africa,  with  their  two  Faffcries 
of  Podore  and  Galatn,  on  that  River, 
in  the  Month  of  April.  And  before 
the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  Commodore 
Keppel  added  to  that  good  Fortune, 
by  the  Reduction  of  the  Hland  of 
Goree.  His  Squadron,  for  that  Ex¬ 
pedition,  fuffered  one  great  Misfor¬ 
tune,  however,  in  the  Lofs  of  the 
Litchfela,  Captain  Barton,  with  a 
Tranfport  ana  Bomb-Tender,  which 
were  wrecked  on  the  Coal!  of  Bar¬ 
bary,  in  the  Dominions  of  Alorocco, 
and  1  30 Men  perithed  ;  butCaptain 
Barton  and  the  reft,  to  the  Number 
cf  220,  reached  the  Shore,  were 
cruelly  treated  by  the  Natives,  and 
detained  in  Captivity  till  they  were 
ranfomed  by  the  Government. 

In  July,  Admiral  Bofcawen,  with 
a  ftrong  Fleet,  and  General  Amherjl, 
with  a  confiderable  Army,  reduced 
the  City  of  Louijlourgh,  and  the 
whole  liland  of  Cape-Breton  ;  and 
many  French  Ships  of  War  were  de¬ 
ftroyed  in  the  Harbour.  The  Re¬ 
duction  of  this  important  Place 
was  celebrated  in  England  with  great 
Rejoicings  ;  Addreffes  wereprelent- 
ed  from  all  Parts  to  his  Majefty, 
upon  the  Occafion  ;  and  the  brave 
Commanders  received  the  Thanks 
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of  the  Rritijh  Parliament.  Lord 
Rollo,  foon  after,  reduced  the  Ifland 
of  St.  John  ;  but  the  main  Body  of 
the  EngUJh  Forces,  under  Major- 
General  Abercrombie ,  were  repulfed 
in  the  Attack  upon  the  French  In- 
trenchments  at  Fort  'Ticcndercga , 
with  the  Lofs  of  1800  Men  killed 
or  wounded,  including  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Officers.  In  this  Expedition, 
and  previous  to  the  Attack,  Lord 
Howe,  a  promiling  young  Noble¬ 
man,  and  brave  Officer,  loll  his 
Life,  to  the  great  Regret  of  ’  his 
Country.  However,  a  Detachment 
from  the  Army  took  and  deltroyed 
Fort  Frontenac,  lituatea  on  the 
North  Side  of  the  River  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  jud  where  it  derives  itfelf 
from  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  four 
French  Veflels  upon  the  Lake  were 
alfo  taken,  to  the  great  Lofs  and 
Difappointment  of  the  Enemy.  Bri¬ 
gadier  Forbes  foon  afterwards  made 
himfelf  Mailer  of  Fort  du  FJueJhe, 
upon  the  Ohio ,  the  Name  of  which 
he  altered  to  Pittjburgk  ;  but  did  not 
long  furvive  this  great  Service,  his 
Conllitution  being  exhauiled  by  his 
unintermitted  Fatigues  in  theService. 
In  the  Eaji-Indies,  the  Britijh  Squa¬ 
dron,  under  the  Command  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Pococke  and  Commodore  Ste¬ 
vens,  had  two  bloody  Engagements 
with  the  French  Fleet  in  thole  Seas, 
commanded  by  M.  d’Apcke,  and  in 
both  had  greatly  the  Advantage  ; 
but  M.  Lally  took  from  us  Fort  St. 
David's,  Cudalore,  and  fome  other 
Places,  the  French  Land-Forces  be¬ 
ing  now  much  fupericr  to  the 
Englijb. 

On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  the 
War  raged  with  increaled  Vio¬ 
lence  :  The  French  were  driven,  bv 
the  Allies,  to  the  Rhine ,  and  forced 
to  abandon  Hanover,  HeJJe,  and  all 
their  former  Conquells,  not  with¬ 
out  many  bloody  Conflicts,  in 
which  the  young  Hereditary  Prince 
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of  Brunfwick  greatly  diliinguiffied 
himfelf.  In  the  Beginning  ct f  June, 
Prince  Ferdinand  paffed  the  Rhine, 
at  the  Head  of  the  Allied  Army, 
and,  on  June  23,  defeated  the  Left 
Wing  of  the  French  Army,  at  Cre- 
velt,  with  the  Lofs  of  fome  Stan¬ 
dards,  Colours,  and  Cannon,  and 
6000  Men,  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken  Prifoners  ;  and  the  Allies  loll 
about  1500  Men.  The  French  Ar¬ 
my  retired  under  die  Cannon  of 
Cologne-,  and,  foon  after,  the  Allies 
made  themfelves  Mailers  of  Du^cl- 
dorp.  But,  in  Hejfe,  the  Prince  of 
Yfenbourgb  was  defeated  at  SanderJ- 
haujen,  by  the  Duke  of  Broglio  ; 
and  the  Enemy  became,  thereby. 
Mailers  of  the  Wejer,  and  opened 
to  themfelves  a  free  Palfage  into 
Wejlphalia,  whilll  Prince  Ferdinatid 
was  obliged  to  retreat  acrofs  the 
Rhine.  Meantime  General  Imboff, 
who  commanded  fix  Battalions  and 
four  Squadrons,  at  Mcer,  being  at¬ 
tacked  by  M.  Chevert,  with  a 
much  fupeiior  Force,  put  him  to 
the  Rout,  with  coniiderable  Lofs, 
and  thereby  facilitated  the  Junction 
of  the  Englijb  Troops,  lately  aniv- 
ed  in  Germany,  under  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  with  the  Allied  Ar¬ 
my  ;  but  that  Nobleman  died  before 
the  Clofe  of  the  Campagin,  which 
was  diilinguilhed  by  feveral  other 
bloody  Actions,  but  of  too  lit¬ 
tle  Confequence  to  be  particula¬ 
rized  in  this  brief  Hillorv.  As  to 
his  PruJJian  Majelly,  as  foon  as  he 
had  alfemblcd  his  Army,  he  laid 
Siege  to  Schvceidnitz,  which  he  be¬ 
came  Mailer  of,  after  1 3  Days  open 
Trenches.  Other  Bodies  of  his 
Troops  ra'fed  Contributions  in  Bo¬ 
hemia,  and  drove  the  Aujlrians  out 
of  the  County  of  G/atz.  His  Ma- 
jefty  then  penetrated  into  Mora¬ 
via,  and  laid  Siege  to  Qlrnutz,  the 
Capital  of  that  Country.  Count 
Daun  followed  him  ;  and  having 
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fent  a  Detachment,  which  feized  a 
large  Convoy,  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Pruffian  befieging  Army,  and  hat- 
raffed  them  by  every  Means  the  Si¬ 
tuation  of  the  Country  afforded, 
the  King  was  obliged  to  raife  the 
Siege,  and  retire  into  Bohemia, 
which  he  did  with  very  inconsider¬ 
able  Lofs,  and  took  Polfelfion  of 
the  Strong  Poll  of  Kon mgj gratz. 
The  Ruffians  having  made  fame  Pro- 
grefs,  and  committed  dreadful  Ra¬ 
vages  in  Sileffia ,  his  Majefty  was 
obliged  foon  to  leave  that  ftrong 
Poll,  and,  on  the  25th  of  Auguft , 
defeated  the  Ruffian  Arm)',  under 
General  Fermer,  at  Zorndorf,  by 
which  they  loft  15,000  Men,  molt 
of  their  Baggage,  &c.  and  100 
Pieces  of  Cannon  :  The  King’s 
Lofs  was  no  more  than  2000  Men, 
with  fome  Officers  of  Diftindion. 
The  King’s  Pretence  being  now  ne- 
ceffary  in  Saxony,  where  his  Brother 
Prince  Hnry  v/as  puffied  by  Coipit 
Daun  and  the  Army  of  the  Empire, 
he  accordingly  repaired  thither, 
with  24  Battalions  and  great  Part 
of  his  Cavalry  ;  and  foon  affer,  his 
Right  Wing  was  furprized  and  de¬ 
feated  by  the  wary  Auftrian  Gene¬ 
ral,  at  Hockkirchcn  :  Marfhal  Keith, 
who  commanded  it,  and  Prince  Fron¬ 
ds  of  Rrunfwick,  were  killed,  and 
his  Majefty  obliged  to  retire  to 
Dobrejchutz ,  with  the  Lofs  of  7000 
Me.:,  all  his  Tents,  and  part  of  his 
Baggage  ;  and  the  A  ftrians  differed 
little  lefs  by  their  Attack.  Soon  af¬ 
ter,  the  King  marched,  in  PeTon, 
to  the  Relief  of  Nei/s  and  Cofel ,  be- 
fieged  oy  the  Austrians  ;  and,  in  his 
Abffnce,  Count  Daun  endeavoured 
to  get  Poffeffion  of  Drejden,  which 
occahoned  th zPtfuffian  Commandant 
to  let  Fire  to  the  fine  Suburb  of  Pir- 
na,  which  was  reduced  to  Afhes. 
The  King  having  raifed  the  Sieges 
of  Neijs  and  Cofel,  returned  to  the 
Relief  of  Drejden,  whilft  CoxxntDobna 
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raifed  the  Blockades  of  K or  gait  and 
Leipfick.  On  the  10th  of  Joa>emherr 
Daun  returned  from  the  Capital  of 
Saxony,  and  the  King  arrived  there  ^ 
and,  foon  after,  the  Siege  of  Col- 
berg,  which  was  blocked  up  by  the 
Ruffians ,  was  alfo  rai  ed  ;  and  thus, 
after  ad  the  crofs  Events  that  had 
impeded  -his  Meafures,  the  Pruffian 
Monarch  finilhed  the  Campaign 
gloriouflv.  As  to  the  Swedes,  un¬ 
der  Count  Hamilton,  they  figured 
for  a  little  while,  du.ing  this  Cam¬ 
paign  ;  but  when  his  Prujjian  Ma¬ 
jefty  could  fpare  fome  Troops,  un¬ 
der  General  Wedel,  to  oppole  them, 
they,  as  the  Year  before,  were  dri¬ 
ven  under  the  Cannon  of  Stralfund. 
Having  thus  given  briefly  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Events  of  the  War,  this  Year, 

I  lhall  fummardy  relate  what  other 
Affairs  of  any  Importance  happened 
either  abroad  or  at  home.  In  April, 
Pope  Benedeft  XIV.  died  ;  and  Car¬ 
dinal  Rezzonico,  a  Vmctian ,  was  e- 
leded  to  fucceed  him  by  the  Name 
of  Clement  XIII.  In  Portugal  an 
Attempt  was  made  to  affaffinate  the 
King,  who  was  grievoufly  wounded  ; 
for  which  feveral  of  the  Nobility 
were  foon  after  moil  dreadfully  put 
to  Death,  who  had  been  ftimulated 
by  the  Jefuits  to  commit  the  horrid 
Crime. 

In  June,  Dr.  Florence  Henfey  was 
convided  of  High-Treafon,  as  being 
a  Spy  employed  by  the  French  Mi- 
niltry,  but  was  pardoned  upon  Con¬ 
dition  of  tranfporting  himielf  out  of 
thefe  Kingdoms.  A  fevere  Sentence 
was  puffed  alfo  upon  Dr.  Shebheare, 
about  the  fame  Time,  for  writing 
feveral  Letters  to  the  People  of  Eng¬ 
land,  animadverting  upon  the  Con- 
dud  of  the  Miniftry. 

In  the  Year  1758,  the  following 
celebrated  Perfons  departed  this 
Life,  viz.  Mr.  Allan  Ramjay ,  the 
Scotch  Poet  ;  that  excellent  Prelate, 
Dr.  Clayton,  Bifhop  of  Clogher  ; 
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Mr.  Dyer,  Author  of  The  Fleece,  an 
ingenious  Poem  ;  Dr.  Ward,  the 
learned  Profeffor  of  Rhetorick  in 
Grejb'am-C allege ;  Charles  Butler,  Earl 
of  Arran,  Brother  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Ormond  ;  and  Mr.  James  Her  uey, 
Author  of  the  Meditations. 

For  the  Year  1759,  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  voted,  for  the  Sea-Service, 
60,000  Men,  including  14,845  Ma¬ 
rines,  and  for  the  Land-Service, 
42,553  effective  Men,  befides  the 
foreign  Auxiliaries,  amounting  to 
50,000,  with  five  Battalions  on  the 
Irijh  Lftablilhment,  then  in  aftual 
Service  in  Africa  and  America.  The 
whole  of  the  Grants  of  this  Sefiion 
amounted  to  12,761,3  10/.  19/.  5 d. 
A  Million  was  likewife  voted,  up¬ 
on  receiving  a  Meflirge  from  his 
M-ajcftv  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  Expences  of  the  War  that 
might  occur,  {Ac .  The  Bill  for 
the  Regulation  of  Privateers,  that 
for  the  Importation  of  Irijh  Beef 
and  Tallow,  that  for  retraining  the 
Importation  of  French  Cloths  into 
the  Ports  of  the  Levant,  that  for 
the  more  effectual  preventing  the 
fraudulent  Importation  of  Cam- 
bricks,  {Ac.  and  many  other  bend- 
iic:al  Bills,  were  pafled  into  Laws 
before  the  Clofe  of  the  Sefiion, 
which  was  put  an  End  to  by  a 
Speech  from  the  CommifTioners  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  Purpofe.  The 
Preparations  for  carrying  on  the 
*War  this  Year  were  conducted 
with  great  Ardour  and  Vivacity; 
Proclamations  for  giving  Bounties 
to  Voluntier  Seamen  and  Landmen 
were  iflued,  and  Rewards  offered 
for  difcovering  concealed  Seamen  ; 
and  many  Towns,  Corporations, 
and  Individuals,  gave  additional 
Bounties  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Recruits  ;  and  the  City  of  London 
particularly  diitinguifhed  ilfelf  on 
this  Occafion.  The  Militia  of  ma¬ 
ny  Counties  were  ordered  out  into 
actual  Service,  and  loon  rivalled,  in 
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Difcipline,  the  regular  Troops. 
At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year,  ‘viz. 
January  12,  ihe*Princefs  of  Orange, 
eldeit  Daughter  of  his  Majefty,  de¬ 
parted  this  Life,  leaving  two  Chil¬ 
dren,  the  prefeat  Prince  Stadthold- 
er,  and  the  Princefs  Caroline,  fince 
married  to  the  Prince  of  NaJJau- 
Weilburgh.  This  was  not  the  only 
Blow  the  Royal  Family  fuitained  this 
Year,  for,  in  September,  the  Princefs 
Elizabeth-Carolinc,  fecond  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  alfo 
deceafed,  in  the  iSth  Year  of  her 
Age. 

In  July,  Admiral  Rodney  warmly 
bombarded  the  Town  of  Havre  dt 
Grace,  fet  the  Town  on  Fire  in  feve- 
ral  Places,  and  deltroyed  many  flat- 
bottomed  Boats,  intended  for  land¬ 
ing  Troops  to  invade  thefe  King¬ 
doms.  On  Auguft  17,  Admiral  Bof- 
co.vicn  engaged  a  French  Squadron, 
commanded  by  M.  Dela  Clue,  in  the 
Mediterranean,  took  the  Centaur  of 
74  Guns,  the  Fcmcraire  of  74,  the 
Modejle  of  64,  and  deilroyed  the 
Ocean  of  80,  and  the  Redoubtable 
of  74,  with  very  little  Lofs  in  the 
Englijh  pJeet,  the  Officers  and  Sea¬ 
men  of  which  behaved  with  ama¬ 
zing  Galiantry.  The  French  Go¬ 
vernment  having  projected  a  Plan 
for  invading  theie  Kingdoms,  for 
that  Purpofe  prepared  a  large  Fleet 
at  Brejl,  Rochefort,  and  Pori  Louis, 
under  the  Command  of  M.  Confans, 
afl’embled  a  Body  of  Troops  under 
the  Duke  D’Aiguillon,  at  Vannos, 
in  Loaner  Britany,  and  prepared  alio 
a  i In al  1  Armament  at  Dunkirk,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  the  famous 
Thurot,  a  Ikilful  Seaman,  whofe 
Cruizes  on  out  Merchant-Ships  had 
been  very  fucceLful.  To  defeat  this 
Delign  of  the  French,  Britijh  f  leets 
and  Cruizers  were  lent,  who  block¬ 
ed  up  the  whole  Coal!  of  France, 
from  Dunkirk  to  the  Extremity  of 
Bretagne.  But  in  the  Beginning  of 
November,  the  Bnt’jh  fleet,  com- 
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jnanded  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke , 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  and  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Geary,  were,  by  Strefs  of  Wea¬ 
ther,  driven  from  the  Coal!  of 
France,  when  Confians  fnatched  the 
Opportunity  of  failing  from  Brejl, 
with  21  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  four 
Frigates,  in  hopes  to  deftroy  a 
fmall  Squadron  under  Captain  Dujff, 
who  was  cruizing  on  the  Coail  of 
Bretagne  and  Poiflou,  before  the 
Englijh  grand  Fleet  could  return 
from  the  Coaft  of  England,  where 
the  Winds  had  obliged  them  to 
take  Shelter.  But  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  foon  received  Intelligence 
of  their  Motions  ;  and,  whilft  at 
home  Orders  were  given  for 
guarding  every  Part  of  the  Coaft 
that  was  acceffible  to  a  Defcent, 
he  Hood  to  Sea  in  purfuit  of  the 
French  Fleet,  and  after  feveral 
Struggles  with  Storms  and  contra¬ 
ry  Winds,  on  the  20th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  defcried  it,  whilft  it  was  in 
full  Chace  of  Captain  Duff  ’s  Squa¬ 
dron,  who  foon  joined  Sir  Edward’s 
Fleet,  having  been  in  great  Danger. 
In  fpite  of  Rocks  and  tempeftuous 
Weather,  the  Van  of  the  Englijh 
began  the  Engagement,  with  the 
Rear  of  the  French,  at  about  Half 
an  Hour  after  Two  o’clock,  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Belldjle ;  and  the 
Fight  continued  till  Night,  when 
the  Danger  of  a  Lee  Shore,  in  tem- 
peftucus  Weather,  put  a  Period  to 
the  Engagement,  in  which  Britijh 
Courage  and  Fortitude  were  dis¬ 
played  to  the  greutoft  Advantage. 
The  Thefce  of  74  Guns,  and  the 
Superbe  of  70,  were  funk  ;  the  Sc- 
leil  Royal  ot  80,  and  Flercs  of  74, 
run  aihore  and  burnt  ;  and  the  For¬ 
midable  ox  80.  taken  ;  and  afterwards 
the  JuJie,  of  7c,  perifhed  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  Loire.  Seven  of  their 
Ships  were  driven  to  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  Villaine,  where  the:.  were 
lightened  of  then-  Cannon,  (Ac.  and 
dragged  into  the  River,  fc  drat  our 
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Ships  could  not  follow  them.  On 
the  Englijh  Side,  the  Lofs  was  not 
very  confiderable  in  Officers  or  Men  ; 
but  the  EJfex  of  64  Guns,  and  R.ejo- 
lution  of  74,  ran  afhore,  and  our 
own  People  were  forced  to  deftroy 
them.  Thus  the  projefted  Ir.vafion 
was  defeated,  and  the  finifhing  Blow 
given  to  the  Navy  of  France.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  received  the  Thanks 
of  the  Eloufe  of  Commons  for  this 
great  Service,  and  had  a  Penfion 
fettled  up  n  himfelf  and  his  Son, 
for  their  natural  Lives.  Phurot 
e leaped  from  Dunkirk,  and  directed 
his  Courfe  to  the  North  Seas,  and 
his  Fate  will  be  feen  under  the  en- 
fuing  Year. 

in  the  W Ji-Indies,  Commodore 
Moore  and  General  Hopjon  made 
an  unfuccefsful  Attempt  upon  Mar- 
tinico  ;  but  in  January,  the  Com¬ 
modore  landed  the  Tr  ops,  after 
filencing  the  Batteries,  by  a  brifk 
Cannonade,  at  Bajfe-P'erre,  in  the 
Wand  of  Guadaloupe  ;  and  by  the 
15  th  of  April,  the  Conqueft  of  that 
valuable  Ifl.md  was  completed  by 
General  Barrington,  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Hopfon  having  died  foon  after 
the  Landing  ;  and  upon  this  the 
I  Hands  of  Defeaaa,  Los  Santos,  and 
Marigalante,  fubmitted  to  the  Con¬ 
querors. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  At- 
chievements  at  Sea,  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  Year  ;  but  many  Commanders 
of  fingle  Cruizers  behaved  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  that  did  Honour  to  their  Coun¬ 
try,  both  in  the  European  Seas,  and 
thofe  of  America  ;  particularly  the 
Captains  Hood,  Elliot,  Barrington , 
Falkener,  Harrijon,  Colby,  Porter, 
See.  The  Britijh  Privateers  w'ere 
very  fuccefsfnl  alfo  ;  and  yet  a  great 
Number  of  our  Ships  were  taken  by 
tire  French. 

I11  North- America,  General  Am- 
herjl  took  Pofleffion  of  the  Poft  of 
7 /ponder  ago  in  July,  (before  which 
fo  mqny  brave  Men  loft  their 
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Lives  in  the  preceding  Year)  and  Numbers  of  Addrefles  were  prefent- 
ordered  it  to  be  repaired.  After  ed  to  the  King  on  the  Occafion  ; 
leaving  in  it  a  ltrong  Garrifon,  he,  the  Parliament  addrefl'ed  the  King  to 
with  the  reft  of  his  Army,  proceed-  ereft  a  Monument  to  the  brave  and 
ed  to  Crown- Point,  the  Fort  at  generous  Wolfe-,  and  all  the  Generals 
which  Place  the  Enemy  alfo  aban-  and  Admirals  concerned  had  the 
doned.  Here  he  laid  the  Founda-  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  voted  them, 
tions  of  a  new  Fort,  and  waited  till  General  Murray,  with  a  Garrifon  of 
proper  Veflels  were  built  and  got  5000  Men,  was  made  Governor  of 
ready,  to  make  him  fuperior  to  the  this  important  Place. 

Enemy  on  Lake  Champlain  ;  with  In  the  Eaft- Indies,  M.  tally, 
which  he  foon  afar  deltroyed  three  who  in  January  had  laid  Siege  to 
of  the  belt  Veflels  they  had  upon  Madrafs,  was,  by  the  Vigilance 
that  Lake.  General  Prideaux,  who  and  Bravery  of  the  Colonels  Law- 
had  been  detached  to  undertake  the  rencc  and  Draper,  Major  Brereton, 
Conqueft  of  Niagara,  was  killed  in  and  Governor  Pigot,  obliged  to  re- 
the  Trenches  before  it,  on  the  20th  treat  from  before  it  with  great  Lofs, 
of  July,  and  was  fucceeded  in  the  on  February  16.  Colonel  Ford  ob- 
Command  by  Sir  William  Johnfon,  tained  a  compleat  Vidl  ry  over  M. 
who,  after  defeating  a  large  Body  Confans,  near  MaJulipatam  ;  Stoat 
of  the  Enemy,  fent  to  relieve  the  was  taken  from  the  Seapoys  by  Cap- 
Fort,  had  it  delivered  up  to  him,  tain  Maitland-,  but  an  Attempt  upon 
and  made  the  Garrifon  Prifoners  of  Wandewajh  mifcarried.  On  Septem- 
War.  Meantime,  the  Army  under  her  8,  Admiral  Pococke  again  enga- 
General  Wolfe,  aflifted  by  the  Fleet  ged  the  French  Fleet,  and,  though 
under  the  Admirals,  Saunders,  the  Odds  were  on  their  Side,  forced 
Holmes,  and  Durell,  after  many  Ha-  them  to  fly,  with  great  Lofs,  leav- 
zards  and  Difficulties,  which  they  ing  the  Englijh  Mailers  of  the  Indi- 
had  bravely  furmounted,  formed  an  Coail,  who  were  foon  after  join- 
thc  Siege  of  FJuebeck,  the  Capital  of  ed  by  Admiral  Corni/h,  with  four 
Canada,  which  the  General  purfu-  Ships  of  the  Line,  from  England. 
ed  with  unremitted  Diligence,  tho’  The  Dutch  appearing  in.the  River 
with  no  great  Profpedl  of  Succefs.  of  Bengal,  and  committing  fome 
At  length,  engaging  the  French  Ar-  Hoftilities,  their  Fleet  was  defeat- 
my,  which  encamped  in  the  Neigh-  ed  by  three  India- Men  ;  and  their 
bourhood  of  Quebeck,  it  was  defeat-  Forces,  of  1100  Men  fuft'ered  the 
ed  by  the  Britijh  Troops,  though  fame  Fate,  in  an  Engagement  w  ith 
the  brave  General  Wolfe  was  (lain  the  Englijh,  under  Colonel  Ford  ; 
in  the  Battle,  in  which  the  French  after  which  a  Treaty  was  let  on  foot 
General,  Montcalm,  alfo  loft  his  with  the  Dutch  Chiefs,  at  their 
Life.  General  Monckton  was  wound-  Fadlorv  of  Chinchura,  in  the  River 
ed,  and  the  Command  of  the  Britijh  of  Bengal ,  who  agreed  to  make  Satif- 
Army  devolved  upon  Brigadier-  faftion  for  their  unprecedented  In- 
General  Townjhend,  to  whom,  and  fult,  and  gave  Security  for  that  Pur- 
Admiral  Saunders,  the  City  foon  af-  pole.  In  November,  Colonel  Coote 
ter  was  furrendered,  viz.  on  the  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  Wandewajk, 

1 8th  of  September.  The  News  of  and  on  the  25th  of  January,  1760, 
this  Conqueft,  arriving  in  England,  defeated  General  Lally,  before  that 
caufed  the  greateft  Rejoicings  ima-  Place  ;  in  which  Battle  the  French 
ginable  :  A  Day  of  Thankfgiving  loft  800  Men,  and  feveral  Officers 
was  appointed  by  Proclamation  ;  were  taken  Prifoners :  O11  the 

K  k  2  liji 


GEORGE  II. 


5°° 

lijh  Side,  the  brave  Major  Breretoa 
loft  his  Life  ;  and  260  Men  were 
either  killed  or  wounded'.  After¬ 
wards  Colonel  Coote  took  Chilliput, 
Fimmery,  and  Ac  col,  with  the  Con- 
queft  of  which  important  Place  the 
Campaign  in  India  was  brought  to 
a  glorious  Conclufion. 

I  fhall  now  trace  out  the  princi¬ 
pal  Events  of  the  War  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe.  In  ‘January ,  the 
French  perfidioufly  took  Poffeflion  of 
the  neutral  Imperial  City  of  Franck- 
fort  on  the  Mayne,  which  fccured  to 
them  their  Supplies  of  Provifion 
from  Mentz,  Spire,  Worms ,  and 
Alface.  After  many  bloody  Skir- 
mifhes.  Prince  Ferdinand  attacked 
the  French  Intrenchrnents  at  the 
Village  of  Bergen,  between  Franck- 
fort  and  Hanau  ;  but  was  repulfed, 
with  the  Lofs  of  2000  Men,  and 
Eve  Pieces  of  Cannon  ;  and  the 
Prince  of  Yfembourg  was  flain. 
Upon  this  Misfortune,  the  Allied 
Army  was  obliged  to  retreat  before 
the  French  for  fomeTime,  who  fuc- 
ceflively  advanced  into  the  Electo¬ 
rate  of  Hanover,  and  the  Landgra- 
viate  of  Hejfe,  to  the  great  Conlter- 
nation  of  the  Inhabitants.  At  laft, 
on  the  31ft  of  July,  M.  Cmtades , 
who  commanded  the  French  Army, 
had  the  Hardinefs  to  attack  the  Al¬ 
lies  at  Minden,  but  was  defeated, 
principally  by  the  amazing  and  in¬ 
trepid  Efforts  of  a  few  Brilijh  Regi¬ 
ments  of  Infantry,  and  the  Fire  of 
the  Britijh  Artillery  ;  and  Contades, 
having  loft  a  great  Number  of  Men, 
43  Cannon,  and  many  Colours  and 
Standards,  was  forced  to  crofs  the 
Wejer,  and  burn  the  Bridges  cn 
which  he  palled  over  it.  On  the 
fame  Day,  the  Hereditary  Prince 
defeated  a  French  Corps,  under  the 
Duke  of  BriJJac,  at  Coveldt ;  and 
foon  after,  all  the  Baggage  of  the 
French  Generals,  with  Part  of  their 
rdlitary  Cheft  and  Chancery,  were 


taken,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Det- 
mold.  The  Allies  were  alfo  fuccefs- 
ful  in  many  Skirmifhes  ;  and  the 
Hereditary  Prince,  among  other  Ex¬ 
ploits,  furprized  the  Duke  of  Wir- 
temberg,  at  Fulda,  and  made  four 
Battalions  of  his  Troops  Prifoners. 

The  Pruffian  Troops,  at  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Campaign,  were 
very  fuccefsful,  in  Poland,  Saxony, 
Bohemia,  Silejia,  and  againft  the 
Army  of  the  Empire  ;  but  General 
Wedel,  attacking  the  Ruffians  at  Zul- 
lichau,  was  repulfed  with  great  Lofs, 
and  the  Ruffians  made  themfelves 
Makers  of Franckfort  upon  the  Oder-, 
however,  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  in 
Perfon,  having  joined  Wedel  with 
10,000  Men,  and  Daun  having  fent 
Laudohn  to  reinforce  the  Ruffians 
with  1 2,000  Cavalry,  the  Battle  of 
Cunnerfdorf  was  fought,  on  the  12th 
of  Augujl,  with  great  Fury  and 
Obftinacy  on  both  Sides,  and  was, 
perhaps,  the  moll  bloody  Aftion 
fince  the  Commencement  of  the 
War.  The  P ruffians  left  20,000  Men 
dead  on  the  Field,  among  whom 
was  General  Putkammer  ;  and  moft 
of  the  other  Generals  were  wound¬ 
ed.  The  Ruffians,  who  were  the 
Conquerors,  loft  1 0,000  Men  at 
leaft  ;  but  as  they  made  no  Ufe  of 
their  Victory,  the  great  Frederick 
had  Time  to  recruit  his  Army,  and 
fupply  the  Lofs  of  his  Artillery, 
moft  of  which  he  had  left  on  the 
Field.  After  this,  various  Aflions 
happened,  between  the  Pruffians, 

'  Aujlrians,  Troops  of  the  Empire,  tsV. 
moftly  to  the  Advantage  of  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  but  General  Finch  was  fur- 
rounded  by  Count  Daun’’ s  Army, 
at  Maxen,  and,  after  a  gallant  Re¬ 
finance,  himfelf,  with  eight  other 
General  Officers,  19  Battalions,  35 
Squadrons,  64  Pieces  of  Cannon, 
fifcy  Pair  of  Colours,  and  25  Stand¬ 
ards,  fell  into  the  Elands  of  the 
Aujhian  General.  The  Campaign 
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clofed  with  foir.e  other  unfortunate 
Events  on  the  Side  of  the  Pruffians, 
notwithstanding  which,  their  Mo¬ 
narch  remained  in  a  refpectable  Si¬ 
tuation,  and  though  diltreSfed,  ap¬ 
peared  fufficiently  formidable. 

Thus  having  given  the  principal 
Military  Transactions  of  the  Year, 
I  Shall  take  Notice  that  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  met  in  November,  and  the  Sef- 
fion  was  opened  by  Commiflion. 
This  Year,  their  Brztannick  and 
F ruffian  Majellies  made  a  Declarati¬ 
on  to  the  belligerent  Powers,  of  their 
fincere  Defire  to  contribute  to  bring 
about  a  Peace  ;  but  their  Adverfa- 
ries  were  too  much  exafperated  to 
give  Ear  to  fuch  generous  Propo¬ 
sals.  Many  very  Shocking  Murders 
were  committed  in  London,  See.  with 
Circumstances  of  the  moil  horrid 
Cruelty. 

The  French  were  f)  reduced  in 
their  Finance?,  that  they  hopped 
Payment  of  the  Intereft  of  their 
Funds;  whilft  the  generous  Britons 
raifed  Subscriptions  to  clothe  up¬ 
wards  of  20, coo  French  Prifoners, 
who  were  quite  abandoned  to  their 
unhappy  Fortune,  by  their  own 
Sovereign.  On  Auguji  io,  the  King 
of  Spain  died,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  Don  Carlos  King  of  Naples,  his 
Half-Brother,  who  left  his  third 
Son,  Don  Ferdinand,  in  PoSTeSiion 
of  that  Kingdom,  and  the  Tvjo  Si¬ 
cilies,  having  declared  his  eldest  Son 
an  Ideot. 

Great  T umults  happened  this  Year 
in  Ireland,  occasioned  by  a  Report 
of  a  designed  Union  betwee  n  Great- 
Britain  and  that  Kingdom. 

The  following  :emarkable  Perfons 
deceafed  in  the  Year  1759;  wz.  Dr. 
Maddox,  BiShop  of  Worcefter ;  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  William  Pepper  ell ;  and  Mr. 
George- F rederick  Handel,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mufician. 

The  Parliament  granted,  for  the 
Year  1760,  70,000  Seamen,  in¬ 
cluding  18,355  Marines  ;  and  for 
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the  Land-Service,  57,294  Men;  and 
provided  for  57,750,  for-ign  Auxili¬ 
aries  in  Germany.  The  Sum  total  of 
theGi  ants  was  15,503,563/.  15s. gld. 
The  Bill  for  preventing  excellive 
Drinking,  by  an  additional  Duty 
on  fpirituous  Liquors  ;  that  to 
quicken  the  Execution  of  the  Mili¬ 
tia  Laws  ;  that  for  improving,  wi¬ 
dening,  iSc.  of  the  Streets  of  Lon¬ 
don- \  that  for  better  fupplying  the 
Cities  of  London  and  Wejlminjler  with 
FiSh  ;  that  to  enable  George  Keith, 
late  Earl  MarShal,  to  Sue,  or  main¬ 
tain  any  Action  of  Suit,  Uc.  l5c. 
were  paSTedinto  Laws.  On  the  22d 
of  May,  the  Sellion  was  clofed  with 
a  Speech  from  the  Lord-Keeper, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  that 
Purpoie. 

The  Affair  of  Lord  George  Sack - 
ville  occafioned  much  Altercation 
in  the  Summer  of  this  Year,  (as  it 
had  done  ever  fince  the  Battle  of 
Minden)  when  his  LordShip  vv  ,s 
tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  tor  ha¬ 
ving  difobeyed  the  Orders  of  Prince 
Ferdinand  in  relation  to  that  Bat¬ 
tle.  I  he  Charge  being,  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Court,  proved  upon 
his  Lordlhip,  they  adjudged  him 
unfit  to  ferve  his  Majefiy  in  any 
Military  Capacity  whatever.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  Opinion  of  many 
thinking  People,  his  LordShip’s 
Cafe  was  a  very  hard  one.  A  De¬ 
linquent  for  another  Crime,  of  high 
Rank,  was  tried  by  his  Peers,  and 
executed  at  Tyburn,  viz.  Laurence 
Earl  Ferrers,  for  the  Murder  of  his 
Steward,  Mr.  'Johnj'on,  by  delibe¬ 
rately  Shooting  him,  in  his  Lord- 
Ship’s  own  Houle. 

The  Enemy,  this  Year,  made  a 
great  Number  of  Englijh  Captures 
with  their  Small  Privateers,  though 
they  had  not  one  Ship  of  the  Line 
at  Sea ;  and  the  Englijh  Cruizers 
and  Privateers  brought  in  confi- 
derable  Numbers  of  the  Enemy's  ; 
for  indeed  their  Trade  was  reduced 

to 
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to  the  lowed  Ebb.  M.  Thurot,  the 
Adventurer  we  made  mention  of 
lad  Year,  after  alarming  the  Coalis 
of  England  and  Scotland ,  arrived  on 
the  Cuaft  of  Ireland ,  in  January  ; 
by  which  that  Kingdom  was  put 
into  great  Condernation.  On  Fe- 
Iruary  21,  he  made  a  Defcent  at 
Carrickfergus  with  600  Men,  and 
notwithdanding  the  fpirited  De¬ 
fence  of  Colonel  Jennings  with  four 
raw,  undifciplined  Companies,  got 
Poffeffion  of  the  Town  and  Cadle  ; 
but  the  Country  crowding  in,  from 
all  parts,  to  Belfad,  to  oppofe  the 
Invaders,  Thurct  embarked  with 
Precipitation.  Near  the  Ide  of 
Man,  Captain  Elliot,  of  the  JEclus , 
Captain  Logie,  of  the  Pallas,  and 
Captain  Clements ,  of  the  Brilliant, 
came  up  with  him,  on  Febuary  28, 
and  after  a  fmart  Engagement,  in 
which  Thurot  lod  his  Life  valiantly, 
took  his  little  Squadron,  viz.  the 
Belleijleob  44  Guns  and  545  Men, 
La  Blond  of  32  Guns  and  400 
Men,  and  the  Terpjlchore  of  26  Guns 
and  300  Men,  with  the  Lofs  only  of 
about  40  Men,  killed  and_wounded  ; 
whereas  the  French  had  300  killed 
or  difabled. 

In  the  Beginning  of  April,  the 
Flajnborough,  Captain  Kennedy,  and 
the  Biddeford,  Captain  Skinner,  two 
Frigates,  in  their  Cruize  from  Lif- 
bon,  fell  in  with,  and  maintained  a 
fevere  Engagement  with  two  large 
French  Frigates,  and  made  them 
Iheer  off.  Captain  Skinner  and  his 
Lieutenant  were  killed  in  the  Fight. 
The  Ramillies,  a  fine  Second-rate, 
was,  fome  Time  before,  wrecked  on 
the  Bolt-Head  near  Plymouth,  in 
her  return  with  Admiral  Bofca<wen, 
from  FJuiberon-Bay  ;  and  all  her  Offi¬ 
cers  and  Men,  except  a  Midfhip- 
man  and  25  Marines,  amounting  to 
700,  perifhed.  With  this  Misfor¬ 
tune  we  muft  conclude  the  Naval 
Tranfaftions  of  this  Year,  which 
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were  much  fewer,  and  of  lefs  Eclat, 
than  thofe  of  the  laft. 

la  North- America,  the  Cherokee 
Indians ,  at  the  Back  of  V irginia 
and  Carolina,  mitigated  thereto  by 
the  French  Emiffaries  from  Louiji- 
ana,  broke  the  Peace  with  the 
Englijh,  and  plundered,  maffacred, 
and  fcalped  many  Britijh  Subjefts. 
Hereupon,  Hit.  Lyttelton,  Gover¬ 
nor  of  South-Carolina,  railed  a  Bo¬ 
dy  of  Forces,  and  marched  into 
their  Country  with  fuch  Spirit  and 
Refolution,  that  they,  being  inti¬ 
midated,  fued  for  Peace  ;  and  it 
was  thereupon  eftablifhed  by  a  new 
Treaty,  in  which  Satisfa&ion  for 
Damages,  and  Punifhment  of  Delin¬ 
quents,  were  flipulated.  But  no 
fooner  was  the  Governor  returned, 
than  the  perfidious  Wretches  at¬ 
tempted  to  furprize  Fort  Prince 
George,  and  butchered  all  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  Traders  in  their  Country.  Af¬ 
terwards,  they  maffacred  forty  of 
the  defencelefs  Inhabitants  of  the 
Back  Settlements.  Hereupon,  Co¬ 
lonel  Montgomery  was  detached  by 
General  Amherjl,  with  1 200  Men, 
to  chaftife  the  Cherokees,  who,  in 
the  Month  of  June,  marched  into 
their  Country,  and  deiboyed  every 
Village  and  Houle  in  the  Lower 
Nation,  put  a  great  Number  to 
death,  and  brought  off  forty  Wo¬ 
men  and  Children,  Prifoners,  to 
Fort-George.  Afterwards  he  made 
an  Irruption  into  the  Middle  Settle¬ 
ments  of  thefe  Indians,  wafting  every 
Thing  with  Fire  and  Sword.  The 
Savages,  in  Revenge,  attacked  Fort 
Loudoun,  and,  after  granting  a  Ca¬ 
pitulation,  maffacred  greateft  Part 
of  the  Garrifon  upon  their  March  to 
Carolina. 

The  French,  to  the  Number  of 
12,000  Men,  under  M.  De  Levis, 
from  Montreal,  &c.  came  before 
pluebeck,  and  having  repulfed  the 
Governor,  General  Murray,  on 
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April  28,  who  went  out  to  give  them 
Battle,  (after  a  warm  Engagement, 
in  which  the  Englijb  loft  1000  Men, 
killed  or  wounded,  and  the  Enemy 
twice  that  Number,)  laid  Siege  to  the 
City  ;  but  Lord  Col-ville,  with  the 
Fleet  from  Halifax,  and  Commodore 
Swanton,  from  England ,  arriving  in 
the  River  St.  Laurence ,  at  that  Junc¬ 
ture,  and  deftroymg  and  taking  the 
French  Veifels  which  attended  their 
Army,  they  rai fed  the  Siege,  leaving 
their  Artillery,  Provifions,  {Ac.  to 
General  Murray,  and  retired  to 
f  agues  Cartier, 

In  July  General  Amherjl  failed 
down  the  St.  Laurence,  with  an  Ar¬ 
my  of  10,000  Men,  and  a  Body  of 
Indians  under  the  Management  of 
Sir  William  Johnjon,  and  took  IJls- 
Royal,  one  of  the  mod  import,  nt 
Foils  on  that  River  ;  and  after  a 
dangerous  Navigation,  on  September 
6,  landed  his  Troops  on  the  Ifland 
of  Montreal ;  and  the  City  was  fur- 
rendered  to  him,  with  all  Canada, 
by  the  Marquefs  De  Vaudreuil,  the 
late  Governor-General,  on  the  8th 
of  that  Month  ;  General  Murray, 
from  Jh/ check,  and  Colonel  Havilnnd 
with  a  Body  of  Troops,  having  alfo 
juft  landed  on  the  Iiland.  And 
thus  was  the  Conqueft  of  this 
fine  Country  compleated,  to  the 
great  Honour  of  the  Britifa  Arms, 
and  the  Advantage  of  the  Nation. 
About  the  fame  Time,  a  Frigate, 
two  Store-Ships,  and  19  fmalier 
Veftels,  were  deltroyed  by  Captain 
Byron,  in  the  Bay  of  Chaleur,  and 
the  Town  of  Chaleur  burnt. 

On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  this 
Year,  no  very  decifive  Battle  was 
fought ;  but  many  very  bloody  Skir- 
milhes  happened  in  all  Parts  where 
the  War  was  fpread ;  the  chief  of 
which  were,  that  of  Corbach,  in  July, 
in  which  the  French  repulfed  the  He¬ 
reditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  who 
fuftained  a  confiderable  Lofs ;  but  on 
the  1 6th  of  the  fame  Month  he  fully 
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revenged  himfelf  at  ExdorJ l  Again 
he  was  victorious,  on  the  3 ill,  at 
Corbeke,  where  the  French  buffered 
feverely.  On  the  5th  of  September , 
he  furprized  the  Town  of  Zierenberg, 
and  made  the  Garrifon  Pril'oners  of 
War  ;  and  afterwards  being  on  an 
Expedition  towards  the  Rhine,  he 
was  roughly  handled  by  the  French 
at  Campden,  on  October  15,  lofing 
a  great  Number  of  Men.  The 
PruJJian  General,  Fougucr,  on  the 
23d  of  July,  was  defeated  neat 
Laudjhut  by  the  Aujirian  General, 
Laudohn,  wounded  himfelf,  and 
taken  Prifoner  ;  after  which,  the 
Aujirians  took  Glatz  ;  but  this  was 
thoroughly  retaliated  by  his  Mafter, 
the  King  of  PruJJta,  on  the  15  th  of 
Augujl,  when  he  defeated  Lau¬ 
dohn  at  Lignitz,  who  loll  10,000 
Men  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
9th  of  October,  Berlin  was  entered 
by  the  Aujirians  and  RuJJians,  who 
impofed  a  heavy  Contribution  upon 
that  Capital.  On  Novetnber  3,  his 
Prufftan  Majefty  defeated  Count 
Daun,  in  the  bloody  and  obllinate 
Battle  of  Torgau.  Colberg  was  be- 
fteged  by  the  RuJJians,  without  Ef¬ 
fect,  as  was  Drejden  by  his  PruJJian 
Majefty. 

Advice  was  received  from  T rip0 - 
li  in  Syria,  that  the  whole  Country 
had  been  almoll  deftroyed  by  Earth¬ 
quakes,  in  which  many  thoufand 
Lives  were  loft. 

On  January  1 ,  a  Comet  appeared, 
which  engaged  the  Attention  of 
the  Aftronumers.  On  March  14,  a 
Publick  Fall  was  obferved  through¬ 
out  the  Kingdom. 

His  Serene  Highnefs,  William , 
Landgrave  of  lleJJe-CaJ/'el,  deceafed 
this  Year,  and  was  lucceeded  by 
Prince  Frederick,  Son-in-law  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty. 

On  October  25,  between  Seven 
and  Eight  o’Clock  in  the  Morning, 
his  moll  Sacred  Majefty,  King 
George  the  Jld,  departed  this  Life, 

ac 
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at  his  Palace  at  Kenjtngton,  in  the  77  th 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  the  34th  of 
his  Reign,  the  Cloie  of  which  had 
been  diftinguilhed  with  moil  glori¬ 
ous  Events,  and  the  mdl  falutary 
Unanimity  and  Harmony  among!! 
Ms  Subje&s,  who  fmcerely  lament¬ 
ed  their  Lofs.  His  Majefty’s  Heath 
was  fudd,en,  (without  any  prece¬ 
ding  Illnefs,)  from  a  Rapture  in  the 
Subftance  of  the  Right  Ventricle  of 
fhe  Heart.  Immediately  after  his 
Demife,  his  Royal  Grandfon,  George 
Prince  of  Wales ,  our  prefent  molt 
gracious  Sovereign,  Kin g  George  III. 
was  acknowledged  and  proclaimed 
King  of  Great-Britain ,  &c.  .with 
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the  ufual  Ceremonies,  and  made  a 
molt  gracious  Declaration  to  his 
Privy-Council.  On  November  11, 
his  late  Maj city's  Remains  were  in¬ 
terred,  in  t’he  Royal  Vault,  in  Henry 
theVIItfc’s  Chapel,  in  Wejhnmjier- 
Abbey,  with  great  and  folemn  Mag¬ 
nificence. 

1  Ihall  juft  obftrve,  before  I  con¬ 
clude,  that  on  September  8,  1761, 
his  prefent  Majefty  was  married  to 
her  Serene  Highnels,  Princefs  Char¬ 
lotte  of  Ivlecklenburgb-Strelitz,  and 
that,  c  n  the  zzd  of  the  fame  Month, 
his  Majefty,  and  his  Royal  Con- 
fort,  were  crowned  in  Wejhninjler- 
Abbty . 
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